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House of Representatives 
The House met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. COOPER). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
December 14, 2022. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable JIM COOPER 
to act as Speaker pro tempore on this day. 

NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 10, 2022, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties, with time equally 
allocated between the parties and each 
Member other than the majority and 
minority leaders and the minority 
whip limited to 5 minutes, but in no 
event shall debate continue beyond 
11:50 a.m. 

f 

FAREWELL TO CONGRESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. HICE) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. HICE of Georgia. Mr. Chairman, 
it has been an incredible honor to serve 
the people of the great State of Georgia 
and the 10th District for the last four 
terms. This is my last time addressing 
you as fellow colleagues here from the 
House floor within these hallowed 
Halls of Congress. 

There is no question the history and 
the marvel of this place, our Nation’s 
capital, is something that never ceases 
to amaze me. I cannot express how 

deeply grateful I am to have had the 
tremendous privilege to represent the 
10th District of Georgia among the 
ranks of so many incredible men and 
women before me and to play a small 
role in shaping our Nation’s history. 

With God as my guide, I have set out 
in the last 8 years to not only represent 
Him well but to represent Georgia’s 
10th District and our country well. 

I would be remiss if I didn’t take a 
moment to extend a heartfelt gratitude 
to many in my life who are so impor-
tant and who have made these last 8 
years so meaningful; certainly, my 
wife, Dee Dee. 

We all know this is not an easy place 
for family, and I cannot express to her 
the deep love and appreciation I have 
for the incredible support that she has 
given me. Our two daughters, Anna and 
Sara, their husbands, and our four 
grandchildren as well, have stood by 
me, and us, through all of this so 
much, and I love and appreciate them 
more than words can say. 

Our staff, both here in D.C., and in 
Georgia, have been among the best 
here in Congress. I say a heartfelt 
thank you for serving our constituents 
and for fighting our battles here in 
Washington with such integrity and 
honor. What a team you have been. 
You certainly have made me look bet-
ter than I am, and I am deeply appre-
ciative of that. 

My colleagues here on both sides of 
the aisle, it has been an honor to serve, 
and I particularly express my gratitude 
and love for those fellow men and 
women within the Freedom Caucus 
whom I have come to love tremen-
dously. It has been such an honor to 
serve with each of them, as well. 

Obviously, without the guidance of 
God and my faith and those around me, 
we certainly would not have been able 
to accomplish many of the things we 
have been able to do here. But as a pas-
tor prior to coming to Congress, my 
focus here so much has been on moral 

matters; things like life, faith, and 
family, protecting the rights of Ameri-
cans. Specifically, the right to freely 
worship without fear of intimidation of 
harassment has constantly been on the 
forefront of my life and continues to 
be. And although I am departing from 
this current post, I cannot stress 
enough the importance of those who 
will be here for the 118th Congress to 
continue fighting for the repeal of the 
Johnson amendment. 

We all know that the First Amend-
ment is for every American citizen, the 
right to speak, to uphold those beliefs 
in the public square. And certainly 
those beliefs, the epicenter of it, if you 
will, is certainly in churches and the 
centerpiece of that is in the pulpits. 
And our government has no right en-
tering the pulpits of America deter-
mining what can and cannot be said. 
So I urge my colleagues to continue 
fighting that good battle. 

Another piece of legislation that I in-
troduced my very first year here was 
the sanctity of human life, which 
sought to declare that the most funda-
mental right that we have is the right 
to life. And I have introduced this bill, 
in fact, every Congress, every session 
since we have been here, and I look for-
ward to being able to pass that on to 
those who continue the fight. 

While it has been of utmost impor-
tance to focus on ending abortion, I 
also felt it is important to memorialize 
the 63 million lives that have been lost. 
That is why I introduced a bill to in-
struct that the United States flag be 
flown at half-staff on January 22 of 
each year in honor of the unborn who 
have lost their lives. 

If we ever forget history, it is bound 
to repeat itself, and if we, God willing, 
see the end of abortion, we need to 
likewise remember those who have 
given their lives, the innocent, in this 
struggle, in this battle. 

At the heart of it all, it is my prayer 
that our country will see a spiritual 
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awakening. I am convinced we can’t re-
solve all the problems in this country 
by passing another piece of legislation 
or throwing another trillion dollars at 
a problem. We need the good hands of 
the Almighty God to guide us through 
these days, and we need a spiritual 
awakening. That certainly is my ut-
most prayer. 

Mr. Speaker, I wish each of my col-
leagues continued success here in Con-
gress and a Merry Christmas to each 
one. 

f 

FAREWELL TO CONGRESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. LAMB) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. LAMB. Mr. Speaker, this is my 
last speech. 

The first time that I walked in here, 
I looked all around the Chamber the 
way that new Members do, and it real-
ly struck me that there are only two 
paintings in here. They are right be-
hind me now. One is of George Wash-
ington and the other is of General La-
fayette. 

I think what struck me is that nei-
ther man ever served in this House, but 
on that first day, I felt that they were 
looking right at me and saying, we 
have a message for you: Don’t take this 
place for granted. Other people had to 
fight for us to be able to do what we do 
in here. 

On that first day, I had no idea that 
within less than 3 years, the D.C. police 
and the Capitol Police would have to 
fight for us again right here, that hun-
dreds of them would be injured, that 
some of them would give their lives 
just so that we can walk back in that 
night and do our job. 

I saw a recent poll that showed that 
just 21 percent of Americans approve of 
the job that we do in here; 75 percent of 
Americans disapprove. And most of us 
know why that is. We have been in our 
Congressional districts during a gov-
ernment shutdown and after we fail to 
pass yet another bill that most Ameri-
cans support, and also because the bad 
news about this place travels much far-
ther and much faster than the good 
news ever does. 

But I just keep thinking about how 
those officers fought for this place. 
They fought for us. And I think they 
would do it all over again if you asked 
them to. 

We can take confidence in that fact. 
We can take confidence in the fact that 
this institution did its job on January 
7, hours after being attacked on Janu-
ary 6. We can take confidence in the 
fact that since then our fellow Ameri-
cans have continued to reject so many 
candidates around the country who are 
not committed to this democracy. 

If I could only make one observation 
on my way out the door here, is that I 
think we all have to be confident about 
this institution and we should be more 
confident in ourselves. 

Our failures are noticed more. We all 
know that. But our successes are real. 

And we have to value those successes 
because they are a credit to people like 
Capitol Police Officer Brian Sicknick 
or to Representative John Lewis or to 
a young Air Force staff sergeant from 
my district named Dylan Elchin, peo-
ple who sacrificed and shed blood for 
this democracy and for what it means. 

The things that we have done in here 
and that you will continue to do next 
term reflect the greatness of these peo-
ple. I keep thinking about these brown 
cardboard boxes of food that the De-
partment of Agriculture put together 
during the pandemic. They rushed 
them to food banks, and I loaded a lot 
of these boxes into people’s cars when I 
was back in my district. 

These were honest and good people. 
In their trunks, these were people that 
had work boots and tools; they never 
thought they were going to need some-
thing from a food bank. But it was our 
votes that fed those people and gave 
them help in their hour of need. 

I could go on and on about the things 
that we have done in this room that 
are so special. My staff knows I talk 
endlessly about the fact that our dis-
trict was home to the first-ever civil-
ian nuclear power plant, and its suc-
cessor power plant was at risk when we 
came into office. It is now secure be-
cause of the bipartisan infrastructure 
bill and the Inflation Control Act; 
thousands and thousands of jobs, clean 
power that our region needs in invest-
ment and science. 

I would talk about the teamsters and 
the miners and how we saved their pen-
sion if I had time. 

How we rebuilt a bridge in Pitts-
burgh in less than 1 year because of 
Federal funds. 

How the microchips and hydrogen 
that we have set aside money for are 
themselves an expression of so much 
confidence in our future in this coun-
try. 

My time is up, so I will just say that 
I don’t want to deny that we have our 
problems in this country, we definitely 
do, but I have only been here for 4 
years, and it is obvious to me that we 
have everything we need to be success-
ful. For an Irish guy, that is a very 
emotional thought, but I have seen it. 

When I was a kid, I had this plaque 
that my grandmother gave me that 
said the words of St. Paul, which were 
that we have a responsibility to stir 
into flame all the gifts that God has 
given us. 

God has given this country so many 
incredible gifts. I just think we have to 
be worthy of that. We have to honor 
our inheritance; and on our best days, 
for the last 41⁄2 years, we have done 
that. It has been the honor of my life 
to do that. 

Mr. Speaker, to all my colleagues, I 
just say that I am confident in you. I 
know what you all are capable of and 
what this institution is capable of. 

To my constituents, I say thank you. 
It has been a tremendous privilege to 
be here in your name. 

VA’S PACT ACT WEEK OF ACTION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. BOST) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in support of the VA’s PACT Act Week 
of Action. Since 9/11, nearly 3.5 million 
Americans have been exposed to burn 
pits and other dangerous substances 
during their time in military service. 

It is critically important that they 
receive the care that they need before 
it is too late. 

This week, we are raising awareness 
about the health benefits available to 
them as a result of the PACT Act being 
signed into law. 

Southern Illinois veterans and their 
families can attend an event with the 
Marion VA tomorrow, Thursday, De-
cember 15, to learn about the care and 
benefits available to them, including 
toxic exposure screening, healthcare, 
enrollment benefits, and claims assist-
ance. It will be held from 5 to 8 p.m. 
Central Time, at John A. Logan Col-
lege in Carterville. 

Similar events will be hosted all over 
the region and all over the country, as 
well. 

Now, the veterans need to know you 
can find out more information at 
VA.gov/PACT or by calling 1–800–698– 
2411. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage any and all 
of our veterans who would be eligible 
for this care to be proactive in getting 
the help that they need. 

RECOGNIZING MARIA TRIPPLAAR 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I also rise 
today to celebrate the service of one of 
my staffers on the VA committee. 

Mrs. Maria Tripplaar has been my 
staff director, counsel, and friend for 
the last 5 years as we have worked to 
deliver on the promises that we have 
made to our veterans. 

b 1015 

Through her counsel and leadership, 
we have achieved landmark legislative 
wins for veterans, their families, and 
their survivors, particularly the Vet-
erans Appeals Improvement and Mod-
ernization Act, the Blue Water Navy 
Vietnam Veterans Act, the Isakson and 
Roe Veterans Health Care and Benefits 
Improvement Act, the PACT Act, and 
so many other notable and worthwhile 
laws. 

All the while, she was raising two 
young children and helping us do all of 
that. 

Maria, thank you for your dedication 
to America’s veterans and the success 
of our committee. We wish you well as 
you move to the next chapter of your 
life. 

f 

FAREWELL TO CONGRESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. LOWENTHAL) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. LOWENTHAL. Mr. Speaker, just 
over 30 years ago, I made the decision 
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to run for the Long Beach City Council 
because I felt that my councilmember 
really didn’t listen to the constituents 
and to my neighbors and myself. 

This journey of public service has 
taken me from the Long Beach City 
Hall to the California State Capitol 
and now to our Nation’s Capitol for the 
last 10 years. 

When I began this journey, I did so 
with a commitment to listen to my 
community and to use all of my abili-
ties to help make my constituents’ 
lives better. 

Over the years, with the help of my 
family, my colleagues, especially with 
the help of my staff, and, yes, my con-
stituents themselves, I hope and be-
lieve that I have met that commit-
ment. For this help, I will always be 
grateful. 

Their help has led me to be a cham-
pion for the environment, to promote 
conservation of our wildlife and nat-
ural spaces, to clean up our ports and 
maritime industry, to address the 
growing plastic pollution and climate 
crisis, and to promote clean energy. 

For my constituents, I have re-
mained a dedicated advocate for 
human rights, introducing the Inter-
national Human Rights Defense Act, 
securing the release of numerous pris-
oners of conscience and also Americans 
who have been detained unjustly 
abroad, and serving as a critical voice 
for the Vietnamese and Cambodian 
communities across our Nation, all 
while working to hold corrupt and 
autocratic elites abroad accountable 
for their actions. 

My constituents have demanded a 
better future, and in their name, I have 
championed a strong and sustainable 
freight infrastructure network with 
the National Multimodal Freight Net-
work Improvement Act and key provi-
sions in the bipartisan infrastructure 
act, all critical issues, as we have seen 
in the wake of the supply chain crisis. 

As a Jewish Member of Congress, I 
was proud to be a leading voice on the 
passage of H. Res. 326, a reaffirmation 
of our commitment as a Nation to a 
two-state solution and peace in the 
Middle East. 

Throughout this journey, my con-
stituents have remained the stars 
which have guided me. I have been 
deeply touched by their support over so 
many years, just as I am deeply hon-
ored by the trust and faith they have 
placed in me time and time again to 
represent them. 

But as I said while announcing my 
retirement a year ago, just as every 
journey has a beginning, so does it 
have an end, and it is now time to pass 
the baton. 

During this journey, I have been 
blessed with having the pleasure of 
raising two fine sons, who have blessed 
me with four grandchildren, whom I 
adore. I now look forward to spending 
time with them and watching them 
grow and flourish into wonderful peo-
ple like their parents. 

It is also a chance for me and my 
wife, Debbie, who has been my rock 

and partner throughout this journey, 
to even more deeply enjoy our lives to-
gether. 

However, as Robert Frost wrote, 
there are miles to go before I sleep. 

I believe deeply in the innate good-
ness of our Nation and our people. I 
have seen us live up to that potential 
so many times and, in doing so, move 
our Nation and the world forward, but 
progress must be earned. It remains up 
to each of us to continue that struggle. 

While I am stepping away from the 
front lines of that struggle, I will con-
tinue to be at your side, fighting for 
what is right, for what is just, and for 
what makes us better as both a people 
and a Nation. 

It has been a distinct honor and a 
true privilege to serve the people of 
California’s 47th District during my 
time in Congress. 

f 

IN GRATITUDE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. KATKO) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today, after 8 years of service, in grati-
tude for this body and the people of 
central New York who have entrusted 
me to represent them in Congress since 
2015. 

When I first ran for Congress, I left a 
job that I absolutely loved as a Federal 
prosecutor, trying cases involving or-
ganized crime, murder, political cor-
ruption, drug trafficking, and every 
manner of awful crime you can imag-
ine. 

As a prosecutor, politics never 
mattered to me. I worked alongside 
public servants every day who sought 
to bring justice to victims of crime. We 
were united in our mission to make our 
community a better place. I brought 
this similar approach to Congress, and 
I dare say it has worked. 

I am proud of the work we have done 
over the past 8 years—and when I say 
‘‘we,’’ I am talking about myself, my 
staff, and my colleagues—to solve seri-
ous problems and unite people across 
this great land. 

I focused on unifying issues, and I 
regularly introduced bills with Demo-
cratic cosponsors. In fact, almost every 
bill I introduced, I would not introduce 
until I had a Democratic lead on that 
bill. 

I broke with my own party time and 
again when it was in the best interests 
of central New York and America. I re-
mained an active member of the Prob-
lem Solvers Caucus, and I am proud to 
have led and grown the Republican 
Governance Group to become a very 
powerful and moderate voice in the Re-
publican Party. 

I am proud today to give this speech 
while some of my colleagues on the 
other side of the aisle are saying good- 
bye, as well. We did a lot of good things 
together, and I am very proud of them, 
and I am proud to call them my 
friends. 

I am proud of this approach to gov-
erning, and I am honored to have con-

sistently ranked among the most bi-
partisan and effective Members in all 
of Congress. That is not me ranking it 
or my friends; that is an independent 
group. It yielded the passage of nearly 
100 bills in my name and the enactment 
of laws by Presidents from both par-
ties. 

Most importantly, I was able to work 
across party lines time and again to de-
liver results for central New York. We 
delivered a bipartisan infrastructure 
package and secured historic invest-
ments for domestic semiconductor 
manufacturing that has now brought a 
manufacturer to central New York 
that is going to invest $100 billion in 
central New York. Stunning. 

We lowered taxes for the middle 
class. We began work on addressing the 
opioid epidemic and mental health cri-
sis. We worked on efforts to strengthen 
cybersecurity, improve airport and 
transportation security, and protect 
our homeland. 

In the past year alone, we brought 
home nearly $9 million in funding for 
initiatives that will improve the qual-
ity of life across our district. 

Of course, this has not been a one- 
man operation. I could not have had 
these successes without a tremendous 
amount of support. I have been blessed 
with family, friends, health, and the 
most loving and patient wife you could 
possibly imagine, Robin. 

I have been supported by an incred-
ible staff, some of whom I see here 
today. I am so glad they are here. I 
have been supported by staff members 
who faithfully served central New York 
and diligently worked on the House 
Homeland Security Committee, as 
well, to make our Nation safer. 

Four times, my constituents in On-
ondaga, Cayuga, Wayne, and Oswego 
Counties elected me to be their voice 
in Congress, and they have consist-
ently provided me with valuable and, 
oftentimes, very frank input. They 
have guided my decisions, to say the 
least. 

These constituents are not just Re-
publicans, and they are not just Demo-
crats, and they are not just Independ-
ents, but they are all of my constitu-
ents. I profoundly understood that. I 
am eternally grateful for their input. 

Serving central New York has been 
an honor that I can’t possibly tell you. 

Finally, as my time in Congress 
comes to an end, I urge my colleagues, 
Republicans and Democrats, to con-
sider the impact of working across the 
aisle as they seek to address the many 
challenges ahead. 

Throughout my 8 years in Congress, I 
have consistently drawn inspiration 
from the relationship between two dia-
metrically opposed political giants 
from the 1980s, Ronald Reagan and Tip 
O’Neill. They were able to compromise 
and make progress on issues today that 
seem unfathomable: tax reform, tax 
cuts, immigration reform, and Social 
Security reform. Imagine trying to do 
that today in this divided House. 

They did it not because of personal or 
political gain. They did it because of 
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love for their country. We should all be 
instructed by that. 

While Congress is seemingly more di-
vided than ever, our inability to find 
common ground is making us less com-
petitive on the world stage, less pros-
perous, and is getting in the way of 
solving big problems. 

We were all sent here by our con-
stituents to put the work in and to bet-
ter our districts. When there are only 
fights and no bipartisan cooperation, it 
is our constituents, not us, who suffer. 
Please remember that. 

I made working across the aisle a pri-
ority during my 8 years in the House, 
and I can leave here knowing I 
achieved real results, along with my 
great team. I worked every day to 
make my district in central New York 
and this country better. 

So, for the last time, Mr. Speaker, as 
a Member of the United States House 
of Representatives, I yield back. 

f 

REFLECTIONS ON FAMILY AND 
PUBLIC SERVICE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Florida (Mrs. MURPHY) for 5 minutes. 

Mrs. MURPHY of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, for the final time, I rise to address 
this Chamber, and I am leaving here 
with a heart full of gratitude. 

When I reflect on the path I have 
traveled, I still can’t believe it is real— 
a baby girl born in post-war Vietnam 
to parents facing persecution by the 
Communist government. We fled our 
homeland by boat and were rescued by 
American sailors. Our family was given 
refuge, granted citizenship, and pro-
vided opportunity in the United States. 

My mom and dad worked so hard to 
make ends meet. They struggled to 
overcome barriers of language and cul-
ture, all so that I could have a better 
life than they did. 

My happiest childhood memories are 
of fishing with my father. On the 
water, he told me stories of his old life 
in Vietnam. His new life in America 
wasn’t easy, but I know he felt blessed 
to be an American. 

Those who have endured the absence 
of freedom and safety rarely take their 
presence for granted. 

As I grew up, I was encouraged and 
mentored by so many generous people 
who expected nothing in return. I re-
member hoping that, one day, I might 
be in a position to help people just as 
they helped me. 

Over time, I realized that govern-
ment service was a good way for me to 
chisel away at the infinite debt of grat-
itude I owe this country. I also discov-
ered that it infused my professional life 
with a sense of purpose. 

After the 9/11 attacks, I spent a few 
years at the Department of Defense, 
and it was a privilege to work along-
side American patriots. I admired their 
singular focus on the mission: keeping 
our country safe from those who 
sought her harm. From them, I learned 
about courage and commitment. 

A decade later, I heard the siren song 
of public service once again. I had 
moved to central Florida. I was the 
mother of two young children and 
worked at jobs in the private sector I 
enjoyed, but I was worried about polar-
ization in our political system. 

Although deep divisions in American 
politics have existed since the dawn of 
our Republic, there was something in 
the atmosphere that felt especially poi-
sonous. Too many Democratic and Re-
publican leaders failed to treat one an-
other with civility and decency. They 
were unwilling to express policy dif-
ferences without making personal at-
tacks or using irresponsible rhetoric. 

Extreme partisanship led to legisla-
tive gridlock, and communities across 
the country paid the price, including 
my own. 

When a gunman shot 49 innocent peo-
ple at the Pulse nightclub in Orlando, 
it seemed like yet another preventable 
tragedy that might have been avoided 
if common sense and political courage 
were on greater display in our Nation’s 
Capitol. 

If you want to change Washington, 
you have to change the type of people 
you are sending there, I said to myself, 
and I thought I could do my part to 
make things just a little bit better. So, 
I launched a long-shot campaign for 
the people’s House, inspired by Teddy 
Roosevelt’s view that the credit be-
longs to the man, or the woman, in the 
arena. 

I was so excited when I became the 
first Vietnamese-American woman 
ever elected to Congress, and I thought 
about all the people who had lifted me 
up over the years. I confess I also 
thought about the people who under-
estimated me. 

I wish my dad were alive to see what 
his daughter had done so that he would 
know his sacrifices were worth it. I 
vowed to work every day to prove I was 
worthy of the faith my constituents 
had placed in me. 

As my congressional career draws to 
a close, I am proud of my service. I 
hope I earned the respect of those I rep-
resented, whether they were Demo-
crats, Republicans, or neither, or 
whether they voted for me or would 
never dream of voting for me. 

b 1030 

This job isn’t easy, but nothing truly 
worth doing is. There are few places 
where you can make such a difference 
in people’s lives as you can in the 
United States Congress. 

Ask the veteran who finally received 
the benefit they earned thanks to the 
congressional office who broke through 
the bureaucratic red tape. 

Ask the millions of Americans who 
got health and economic aid during the 
worst of the pandemic. 

Ask the billions of people who will 
live on a cooler, cleaner planet because 
of the green investments we have 
made. 

Ask the lion-hearted people of 
Ukraine who defend their land with 

weapons we gave them because their 
fight is our fight. 

And ask the police officers who 
risked their lives on January 6 and 
who, hopefully, find comfort in the fact 
that there is a bipartisan committee 
that seeks to honor their valor by tell-
ing the truth about that terrible day. 

I will miss this place, but, above all, 
I will miss the people. I have had won-
derful colleagues, some of whom have 
become lifelong friends. My staff has 
been like a second family to me, loyal 
and devoted. We have had so much fun 
together and achieved so much for our 
constituents and our country. To honor 
them I will be entering their names in 
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. Thank 
you, Team Murphy. 

To my real family—Sean, Liem, 
Maya, and Kona: I love you. None of 
this would have been possible or mean-
ingful without you. You are going to be 
seeing much more of me, as you re-
quested, and as you may come to re-
gret. 

I want to end with a word to young 
Americans, including young girls who 
look like me. I hope you consider gov-
ernment service. It requires many sac-
rifices, but the work is important and 
noble. Our Nation needs good people 
with steady hands to steer the ship of 
state: people with integrity; people 
with common sense who seek common 
ground; and patriots willing to put the 
public interest above their personal in-
terests. 

Representing my community and my 
country in Congress has been the 
greatest honor of my life. 

I include in the RECORD the names of 
my staffers. 

Michael Abare, Lauren Allen, Lauren 
Calmet, Eduardo Carrizosa, Jennifer Carton, 
Rosnelly Chavarria, David Cox, Gabriel Cruz, 
Alli Everton, Erica Fuller, Carolyn Haggis, 
Ken Heidegger, Javier Hernandez, Brad How-
ard, Justin Karlins, Rachel Kline, MacKensie 
Kvalvik, John Laufer, James Loomis, Lale 
Mamaux Morrison, Katherine Marrs, Natalie 
Martinez, Tamel McKinney, Phoebe Miner, 
Bruce Moody, Dao Nguyen, David Ogle, 
Stephanie Palacios, Zoë Prince, Juliana 
Puente, Jeff Rapp, Nicole Reyes, Adam 
Safran, Thomas Steenekamp, Christie Ste-
phenson, Kyle Thorp, Emma Trittin, Mark 
Tucker, Jonathan Uriarte, Christy Wagner, 
and Madelyn Wiseman. 

f 

FAREWELL TO CONGRESS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. CONWAY) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. CONWAY. Mr. Speaker, while my 
service in Congress has been brief, it 
has been the privilege of a lifetime. 
When Congressman Devin Nunes’—who 
was my Congressman—district was re-
districted away, I felt that perhaps my 
prior service as a county supervisor, as 
the minority leader in the California 
State House, and as a Presidential ap-
pointee might lend me some expertise 
to finish the term for Congressman 
Nunes and represent the constituents 
of California’s Central Valley. 

I must say that I felt very welcome 
here by the California delegation on 
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both sides. I had served with many of 
them in other capacities, so I felt very 
welcome. 

I want to mention very quickly my 
staff, my prior staff, and my staff now. 
They know once you have served with 
Ms. CONWAY, you are a staffer for life. 

I also want to thank the staff of this 
building. Even coming here today I got 
a little turned around. I know where I 
am going politically; I am just not sure 
of the building. So all the staff has 
been very gracious. I think they actu-
ally all know me by first name: the ef-
fervescent Ms. CONWAY. 

When I was sworn in, I promised the 
good people of California’s Central Val-
ley that they would be the only special 
interest I represent. I hope they believe 
that I kept my word. 

Congress is not a particularly pop-
ular institution right now, and a good 
dose of the criticism is well-deserved. 
Serving in Congress doesn’t make you 
a hero and should not break any privi-
lege except the privilege of serving this 
country. Instead of citizen-legislators, 
we have many professional politicians 
today, and perhaps some Americans 
would prefer that more Members served 
just 6 months, like I am, rather than 
for decades. 

Nevertheless, I have always had a 
healthy respect for anyone who puts 
themselves out there and runs for pub-
lic office. We need public servants to 
develop good ideas for solving prob-
lems, to present these ideas to their 
communities, and to advance those so-
lutions in Congress. 

In short, this country—the leader of 
the free world—is worth the conversa-
tions, the efforts, and the fights that 
happen here and on the campaign trail, 
notwithstanding all the messy unpleas-
antness that goes with the process. 

As Americans it is easy for us to for-
get how rare and precious self-govern-
ment has been throughout the world. 
Each and every day that I have stepped 
into this historic Capitol, I have stood 
in wonder and awe of how truly amaz-
ing this place is and how truly amazing 
the opportunity is to serve this coun-
try. 

In Washington I have found that de-
spite all the current bitterness in Con-
gress—I am getting a little emotional— 
there were a range of issues, including 
the California water crisis, in which 
there is a good chance for bipartisan 
cooperation. 

Moving forward, I urge my colleagues 
to explore every possibility to work to-
gether on water, wildfires, energy, and 
other pressing issues, knowing that 
families are counting on us to solve the 
big problems that impact them daily. 

As my service nears its end, I would 
like to thank my family. They did not 
take the oath of office, but they have 
certainly shared with me in this. My 
heartfelt appreciation—and I use the 
word heart—goes to my husband, 
Craig, who actually, 81⁄2 weeks ago, had 
a heart transplant and is doing well 
thanks to God; my sons, Anthony and 
Tim; and my dear grandchildren, Caine 

and Autrey. I also can’t forget our dog, 
Jake, who doesn’t miss me, but I do 
miss him a lot when I am here. 

Finally, I would like to say a few 
words about my constituents back 
home. The Valley’s agricultural com-
munities work hard to feed the Nation. 
Most people buying their produce, 
meat, and milk at stores throughout 
the country have no idea where that 
food comes from or all the effort it 
took to get it to them. 

Maintaining the well-being of these 
communities is a national security 
issue. Unfortunately, many Americans 
will only realize that in the most dra-
matic way if conditions in these com-
munities become so difficult that peo-
ple simply decide they can’t continue 
working and growing any longer. 

In California, especially lately, Sil-
icon Valley gets all the headlines. 
While I am sure the tech executives 
deep down inside are nice people and 
they are smart people, they don’t feed 
a lot of the families. 

The Central Valley of California is 
the main pillar of our Nation’s food 
chain. Its residents are my heroes. 
They are people who get up every day, 
go to work, pay their taxes, worship at 
their place of choice, and donate to 
charity when they can. I think all they 
really want to accomplish is to live 
their best life and maybe go to their 
kids’ or their grandkids’ soccer games 
on the weekend. Most people don’t live 
and breathe politics like we do, but 
their work ultimately funds everything 
we do in Washington, and we can never 
forget them and that we are here with 
the single purpose of serving them. 

So I would like to sign off by express-
ing my love and pride in the people of 
California’s Central Valley who sent 
me here in the first place and to whom 
I shall return. 

f 

FAREWELL TO CONGRESS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Virginia (Mrs. LURIA) for 5 minutes. 

Mrs. LURIA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today as we approach the conclusion of 
the 117th Congress and as I near the 
end of my service in this esteemed 
body. 

As I reflect on the multitude of chal-
lenges this Nation and the world has 
faced over these 4 short years and 
those that lie ahead, I thank my col-
leagues and our leadership for the seri-
ousness and dedication with which 
they have tackled these challenging 
issues. 

I thank my staff in Washington who 
are here and those in our three district 
offices for their tireless dedication to 
the people of Virginia’s Second Dis-
trict. They have assisted so many who 
needed a helping hand—everyone from 
farmers to shipbuilders across coastal 
Virginia. 

I thank my family: my husband, Rob-
ert, and my daughter, Violet. I couldn’t 
have been here and served the district 
and the people of Virginia without 
them. 

I also want to acknowledge the 
strength and the bond of the class of 
2018. They have been amazing col-
leagues and true friends, and I know 
that they will continue to be leaders 
and focus on improving our country for 
the next generation. 

We entered Congress under a partial 
government shutdown which was a leg-
acy of a protracted battle of how to 
fund security at our southern border— 
a 35-day lapse in government funding. 
It was the longest in our history. On 
my first weekend in office I visited a 
pop-up food bank for members of our 
Coast Guard where the local commu-
nity rallied around our Coast Guard 
families who were starting the new 
year without a paycheck. This was a 
story of our community stepping in to 
care for one another, which is so com-
mon, and something that I heard re-
peatedly across these 4 years in every 
corner of our district. 

But there are also stories of how the 
distraction caused by political theater 
and political division can lead to un-
necessary hardship. As we approach a 
looming deadline this year to fund our 
government, we should not let these di-
visions or rhetoric stand in the way of 
performing our fundamental role as 
Congress. 

On May 31, 2019—a day that remains 
etched in the memory of Virginia 
Beach—I saw the devastation caused by 
the first of two mass shootings that 
roiled our community. That day, 12 in-
nocent victims left home for work be-
fore the Memorial Day weekend—a 
time they looked forward to spending 
with their families at barbecues and 
the beaches—yet instead their lives 
were senselessly stolen by a shooter 
who entered the municipal center and 
indiscriminately opened fire. 

Again, just weeks ago on the eve of 
Thanksgiving, a shooter opened fire in 
a local Chesapeake Walmart where 
shoppers were grabbing their last- 
minute items for a holiday meal. This 
time our community lost six more pre-
cious lives who would not join their 
families at the holiday table. Among 
these losses was a 16-year-old boy. This 
Congress has taken small measures to 
prevent these types of tragic events in 
our community and yours, Mr. Speak-
er, but as I depart, I implore my col-
leagues to continue to do more. 

The first time I stood in this very 
place to speak on the floor of the 
House, I rose as a Jewish woman to 
speak out against anti-Semitism which 
has seen a rapid and alarming rise and 
has even reared its head among our col-
leagues in this body in the form of 
claims of dual loyalty towards those 
who show support for Israel—our 
strongest ally in the Middle East. I 
look back on that first speech I made 
as a Member of Congress and am even 
more concerned today about the rising 
frequency and pervasiveness of anti- 
Semitism. I implore my colleagues to 
continue their quest to root out this 
scourge of vile and pernicious anti- 
Semitism. 
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In that first speech, I mentioned my 

oath to support and defend the Con-
stitution. But little did I know that 2 
short years later, I would witness an 
attempt by our own President and his 
allies to subvert the Constitution and 
summon a mob to disrupt the counting 
of electoral votes of a free and fair 
election. 

On that day, January 6, 2021, lives 
were lost, these hallowed Halls were 
desecrated, and the strength of our de-
mocracy was tested. I have been hum-
bled to participate in uncovering facts 
about that dark day in our Nation’s 
history. I thank Chairman THOMPSON, 
Vice-Chair CHENEY, my colleagues, and 
the staff of the January 6 Committee 
for standing on the side of democracy. 

I am proud of the work we have done 
over the last two Congresses to support 
our veterans and their families. My 
Gold Star families tax relief legislation 
eased the burden on children of those 
killed in combat or deceased from serv-
ice-connected disabilities. I thank 
President Biden for making veterans’ 
toxic exposure a priority. We passed 
the largest increase in access to vet-
erans’ benefits in our lifetime through 
the PACT Act, which included my 
COVENANT Act to provide healthcare 
to burn pit veterans. 

The threats we face as a nation con-
tinue to grow as we witness Russia’s 
unprovoked and unjustified invasion of 
Ukraine, Iran’s persistent pursuit of a 
nuclear weapon, and the rise of China 
threatening our maritime and national 
security. As we have heard in testi-
mony, China is likely to attempt to 
take Taiwan by force in the next 5 
years. This is our most pressing na-
tional security concern. 

The action or inaction that we take 
in standing up to China in this moment 
will determine whose values will rule 
the remainder of the 21st century—the 
United States’ and our allies’ or the 
Chinese Communist Party. 

That is why as I depart I urge my col-
leagues to take this threat seriously 
and to fulfill the constitutional task of 
Article I, Section 8, to provide and 
maintain a Navy. If we fail to remain 
the predominant maritime power in 
the Pacific, frankly, nothing else that 
we do here in this Congress will matter 
if we don’t get this right. 

God bless you. 
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will remind all persons in the 
gallery that they are here as guests of 
the House and that any manifestation 
of approval or disapproval of pro-
ceedings is in violation of the rules of 
the House. 

f 

CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS ON 
CAMPUS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Virginia (Ms. FOXX) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, freedom of 
speech and thought on college cam-
puses is essential to one of the most 

important missions of the university: 
the search for truth. 

While censorship can come from the 
right or left, many colleges and univer-
sities are now zealously devoted to ad-
vancing leftwing ideas and are willing 
to disregard evidence and logic to do it. 

Universities should be a marketplace 
of ideas, not temples to a single polit-
ical dogma. When students or faculty 
speak out against established norms, 
they are canceled, fired, or otherwise 
stigmatized by peers and university ad-
ministrators. 

This is not what our Founding Fa-
thers intended for our country or for 
our universities. Thomas Jefferson, 
who founded the University of Vir-
ginia, once wrote: ‘‘I have sworn upon 
the altar of God, eternal hostility 
against every form of tyranny over the 
mind of man.’’ 

Universities used to promote this 
sentiment, but things have changed— 
and not for the better. Universities 
should be centers of education, not in-
doctrination. Yet university leaders ei-
ther brazenly push their own agenda or 
walk on eggshells in fear of their own 
student body. 

Research and development suffer 
when debate and discussion are openly 
rejected on college campuses. Quashing 
intellectual curiosity hinders every 
field of study. 

The freedom to speak and think free-
ly comes from God. Students should 
not have to sign away their First 
Amendment rights after enrolling in 
college, especially if those institutions 
accept taxpayer funds. It is time for 
colleges and universities to be held ac-
countable when they refuse to protect 
the free speech of students and faculty. 

b 1045 

Members of the Education and Work-
force Committee have submitted mul-
tiple bills to promote and protect the 
freedom of speech on college campuses. 

In the next Congress, we look for-
ward to examining closely these bills 
and other ways to preserve the First 
Amendment on campuses. 

INDEPENDENT CONTRACTORS 
Ms. FOXX. This administration 

won’t be happy until it controls how, 
when, and where you work. It is hard 
to know if it is sheer arrogance that 
drives this administration to think it 
knows better than you or if Biden is so 
beholden to Big Labor that he refuses 
to see what is best for the rest of 
America. 

Regardless, this administration’s at-
tack on independent contractors is 
wrong, and Republicans aren’t standing 
for it. 

Many workers, especially women, 
have come to rely on the flexibility the 
independent contracting model pro-
vides. A regular 9-to-5 schedule does 
not work for every American. 

Forcing all workers into a one-size- 
fits-all model, while a dream for union 
bosses, is a mistake. This debate is 
about freedom. Workers deserve the 
freedom to choose how they work. 

I am pushing back against Demo-
crats’ assault on entrepreneurial op-
portunity and their attempts to con-
trol the lives of Americans from birth 
until death. 

Because I have seen firsthand that 
when the Federal Government steps 
aside and allows job creators and in-
dustry leaders to innovate, the work-
force and U.S. economy will thrive. 

We have had enough of this Wash-
ington-knows-best mentality. 

Remember when President Obama 
told Americans, ‘‘You didn’t build 
that.’’ He ridiculously claimed that 
businesses need the government’s help 
to be successful. 

As if this wasn’t bad enough, now the 
Biden administration is telling Amer-
ica’s entrepreneurs, ‘‘You can’t build 
that.’’ This is unacceptable. We must 
do everything we can to stop this pro-
posed rule, and I encourage everyone to 
get involved. 

Get on the phone, call your Rep-
resentative and Senator, and submit a 
comment. We must put pressure on the 
Biden administration to withdraw this 
proposed rule. 

Enough is enough. The livelihoods of 
real people are at risk. Americans 
should be able to build a future they 
want for themselves. It is time for 
Washington to get out of the way. 

f 

RECOGNIZING REPRESENTATIVES 
G. K. BUTTERFIELD AND DAVID 
PRICE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
North Carolina (Ms. ADAMS) for 5 min-
utes. 

Ms. ADAMS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor two outstanding North 
Carolinians and my colleagues retiring 
from the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Honorable G. K. BUTTERFIELD 
for 18 years of service and the Honor-
able DAVID PRICE for 34 years. These 
gentlemen have given a total of 52 
years of service to our State and Na-
tion for which we are indeed grateful. 

True statesmen, Representatives 
BUTTERFIELD and PRICE have been in-
valuable Members of Congress and they 
have served with incredible distinction. 
They are well-respected, admired, 
loved by colleagues here in Congress, 
and revered by citizens back home. 
They each have made their life’s work 
all about service. 

Having known each of them for a 
very long time, I have appreciated the 
opportunity to learn from them and to 
work with each of them in North Caro-
lina and here in Congress. Service has 
been their legacy as it is the rent we 
pay for living on this Earth. 

Together, these incredible Members 
have kept their rent fully paid up 
throughout their careers and in North 
Carolina and in this Congress. 

Both scholars and men of enormous 
intellect, PRICE and BUTTERFIELD have 
been leaders in their communities, and 
they have used their expertise on and 
off Capitol Hill to interrupt injustice 
and ignorance. 
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Our resident historian, G. K. 

BUTTERFIELD, who served on the En-
ergy and Commerce Committee, 
worked as a civil rights lawyer, a trial 
judge, a superior court judge, and 
served in the North Carolina Supreme 
Court. 

Retired teacher and distinguished 
professor, DAVID PRICE, led numerous 
congressional missions abroad during 
his three decades on the Hill, and he 
has been influential in his committee 
work on the Appropriations Com-
mittee. 

Both have been personal mentors and 
friends to me, and impactful advisers 
who I will truly miss. 

I thank Congressman PRICE and Con-
gressman BUTTERFIELD for their friend-
ship and for their service. I wish them 
and their families Godspeed as they re-
tire and take on the next chapter in 
their lives. 

God bless you. Please know that our 
Nation is much better off, and you 
have certainly made it much better 
than you found it. God bless you. 

f 

HONORING MAYOR JACKIE 
CRABTREE ON HIS RETIREMENT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Arkansas (Mr. WOMACK) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. WOMACK. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the retirement of a pil-
lar of the Third District of Arkansas, 
lifelong Arkansan, and exemplary pub-
lic servant, Mayor Jackie Crabtree of 
Pea Ridge. 

As a former mayor myself, I have 
high standards for those in this posi-
tion. I can say with certainty, Jackie 
has been a very distinguished leader. 
Few can remember a time in Pea Ridge 
when Jackie wasn’t the mayor. 

To love, to serve, and to promote Pea 
Ridge have been the pillars of his serv-
ice. There is no growth project or im-
provement of consequence that has 
happened in the last quarter century 
that doesn’t have the fingerprints of 
Jackie Crabtree all of over them. 

From new sidewalks, parks, sewer in-
frastructure, to city buildings, walking 
trails, water lines, his vision has trans-
formed the city. 

He also led many firsts. He was the 
first full-time mayor, he brought in the 
first full-time fire and paramedic de-
partments. He even started the Christ-
mas tree lighting and decorations in 
downtown, to name a few. Those exam-
ples only scratch the surface of Jack-
ie’s accomplishments. 

To me, there is no greater illustra-
tion of his success than the thousands 
of new residents who have flocked to 
Pea Ridge. It is a vibrant destination, 
one where people want to live, work, 
and raise their families. 

I congratulate Jackie on a terrific 
career and life of service to his commu-
nity. His hard work has been instru-
mental in building a better future. 

While I know his high school sweet-
heart and wife, Freida, son, Eric, and 
granddaughters will enjoy the extra 

time he will have for them, know that 
his leadership will be sorely missed. 

Mr. Speaker, I welcome my friend to 
the former mayor’s club. Congratula-
tions, Jackie. 

HONORING SHERIFF TIM HELDER ON HIS 
RETIREMENT 

Mr. WOMACK. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize a trusted protector 
of the people of Arkansas, and a man I 
am blessed to know as a friend, Wash-
ington County Sheriff Tim Helder. 

For nearly four decades, he has nobly 
worn the badge. His heart for service is 
core to his character; it could even be 
argued it is in his blood. That point is 
only further reiterated by the fact that 
both his father and grandfather also 
wore the uniform, and I know they 
would be proud. 

It is poignant that his law enforce-
ment career is beginning and ending at 
the Washington County Sheriff’s Of-
fice. After starting as a dispatcher, he 
attended the police academy, went on 
to work for the Fayetteville Police De-
partment where he climbed the ranks. 

After 21 years in Fayetteville, he re-
turned to the sheriff’s office and holds 
the honor of being the longest serving 
sheriff in its history. 

On a personal note, I will miss the 
sheriff breakfasts that he would host 
for the community as a time to catch 
up and build trust. I hope that tradi-
tion will be carried on. 

When reflecting on his career, I could 
list his many accomplishments or ac-
colades or the names of the men and 
women he has helped lead, but I want 
to read the creed on his challenge coin, 
it sums it up: 

I pledge before God and my community to 
faithfully perform my duties with integrity, 
professionalism, respect and fairness. I will 
bring a good attitude to work and take re-
sponsibility for all of my actions. I will have 
the courage to do the right thing for the 
right reasons without exception. 

More than just words. That is how 
Sheriff Helder has lived his life. The 
Third District is safer and stronger be-
cause of his service. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank him for his 
principled integrity, and I wish him a 
blessed retirement. 

f 

REQUESTING OPEN AND STRUC-
TURED DEBATE ON JUST WAR 
PRINCIPLES IN THE HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. MCNERNEY) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. MCNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, I in-
troduced H. Res. 1009 in March of this 
year. This resolution states that it is 
the sense of the House that the House 
should debate five of the six commonly 
accepted principles of the Just War 
theory to declaring war or authorizing 
military force. 

The other Just War principle is that 
wars should be authorized by the Na-
tion’s legitimate body, which in this 
case is the House of Representatives. 

The reasoning behind H. Res. 1009 is 
as follows: 

One, the U.S. House of Representa-
tives shares the constitutional respon-
sibility to declare war and authorize 
military force with the United States 
Senate (Article I, Section 8, Clause 11), 
but the House has traditionally been 
the body responsible to declare war or 
authorize military force. 

Two, war and military action will al-
ways cause injuries, death, destruction, 
loss of property, famine, displace-
ments, and other hardships. Because of 
these privations, military authoriza-
tions should only be undertaken with 
sufficient justification. 

Three, weapons of mass destruction 
are possessed by a substantial and 
growing number of nations. These 
weapons may be capable of extermi-
nating humanity. 

Four, any conflict has the potential 
to expand beyond the original intent of 
the belligerent nations. 

Five, the Just War theory of what 
constitutes the moral justification for 
a nation to engage in war has been de-
veloped over the past two millennia. 

Six, some of the Just War principles 
are incorporated into the United Na-
tions charter, but this has not pre-
vented the many wars that have taken 
place since the United Nations was es-
tablished. No nation in recent history 
has incorporated the principles of Just 
War theory into its own governing laws 
or traditions. 

Seven, in the United States, an open 
and transparent debate of the Just War 
principles would give lawmakers in the 
United States House of Representatives 
a structured framework to examine if a 
call to conflict would be morally justi-
fied and may prevent our Nation from 
entering conflicts that may be harmful 
to our Nation’s interests. 

Eight, it is possible that debating the 
Just War principles in the U.S. House 
of Representatives before authorizing 
military force would have kept the 
United States out of military conflicts 
in the past that have been harmful to 
our Nation’s interests. 

Nine, H. Res. 1009 does not require 
the U.S. House of Representatives to 
debate the Just War principles, but es-
sentially recommends that it does so. 

Ten, H. Res. 1009 does not limit exec-
utive authority, but it does help to en-
sure that the executive does not over-
reach. 

Eleven, after discussions and inputs 
from Just War scholars, some improve-
ments to H. Res. 1009 have been noted. 

My intention with H. Res. 1009 is to 
introduce the idea of having an open 
and structured debate in the House of 
Representatives on the most serious 
and grave responsibility of our govern-
ment, that of declaring war. 

In our Nation’s history, declarations 
of war have been done at the request of 
the President. Having an open and 
structured debate will lessen the oppor-
tunity for misuse of our Nation’s mili-
tary but should not impede our Na-
tion’s ability to react to defend our 
country. 
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Mr. Speaker, I urge the House of Rep-

resentatives to adopt this concept in 
the upcoming 118th Congress of debat-
ing the Just War principles before au-
thorizing military action and expect 
that adopting such a resolution will in-
spire other nations to do the same, 
thereby reducing the likelihood of fu-
ture unjustified wars. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF THE LATE 
24TH DISTRICT VIRGINIA DELE-
GATE RONNIE CAMPBELL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. CLINE) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CLINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
with sorrow to honor the life and mem-
ory of the late Virginia delegate, Ron-
nie Campbell, who passed away fol-
lowing a hard-fought battle with can-
cer. 

Ronnie cared deeply for his commu-
nity and for the Commonwealth and 
devoted his life to serving others. He 
served in the Virginia House of Dele-
gates, and proudly represented all of 
the residents of the 24th District. 

b 1100 

He made a career in law enforcement, 
first as a State trooper with the Vir-
ginia State Police in Northern Virginia 
and then as a contractor, which gave 
him insight into the impact that gov-
ernment regulations have on small 
businesses. 

Ronnie was driven to serve both his 
Rockbridge community and his home 
county of Augusta. He represented con-
stituents as a member of the 
Rockbridge County School Board and 
as a member of the Rockbridge County 
Board of Supervisors. 

Ronnie spent countless hours dedi-
cated to public service, and he will al-
ways be remembered as a stalwart con-
servative voice and strong leader. 
Above all, he was a loyal friend and 
neighbor to all. 

Our hearts and prayers are with 
Ronnie’s wife, Ellen, and his five chil-
dren during this difficult time. May 
Ronnie’s memory be eternal. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF GRANT 
WAHL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
COSTA). The Chair recognizes the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr. KILMER) 
for 5 minutes. 

Mr. KILMER. Mr. Speaker, most peo-
ple knew Grant Wahl as a leading soc-
cer journalist. I knew him as a class-
mate and as someone I admired. 

Sadly, we lost Grant this past week-
end, and I join the many people here in 
America and around the world who are 
celebrating his life. 

Grant and I went to college together. 
Before he covered soccer for worldwide 
news organizations, he was the sports-
writer for our school paper. 

As an undergrad, Grant visited South 
America and fell in love with soccer. 
While he was there, he watched clubs 

train, watched games, and developed 
the passion of a convert. 

By 1998, he was covering the World 
Cup for Sports Illustrated. How cool is 
that? 

His love of soccer was infectious. He 
made others appreciate this sport be-
cause he did. In one commemoration of 
Grant, Christian Stone wrote: ‘‘Wahl 
became the definitive chronicler of the 
sport in North America, a world trav-
eler who applied rigor, depth, and pas-
sion, without being pedantic or pre-
cious, to his coverage. He visited six of 
the seven continents several times 
over, introduced the world to a genera-
tion of U.S. woman rock stars . . ., 
coaxed private audiences out of some 
of the planet’s most reclusive stars . . . 
, and led a life of globetrotting free-
dom, adventure, and pleasure that was 
Bourdain-like.’’ 

But Grant’s greatest passion was not 
the sport he loved. It was the woman 
he loved, Celine, who he met at Prince-
ton and married in 2001. Celine is an ex-
traordinary doctor in her own right, an 
infectious disease expert who so many 
have looked to throughout the COVID 
pandemic. 

In Celine, Grant found a spouse who 
matched him as someone at the top of 
their field in a career dedicated to im-
proving the world. 

Grant was accomplished and yet 
humble. He was driven and yet kind. 
He was a champion for social justice. 
He was a strong advocate for pay eq-
uity for women players. 

On November 21, when World Cup se-
curity detained Grant for wearing a 
shirt with a pro-LGBTQ+ equality mes-
sage, people saw Grant’s name in news 
headlines everywhere. 

Grant’s refusal to change his shirt of-
fered a glimpse of the integrity he dis-
played throughout his life, both in 
journalism and toward those that he 
loved. 

Many of us were fans of Grant when 
he worked for Sports Illustrated, when 
he published books, when he developed 
amazing podcasts. We marveled at his 
documentary, ‘‘Exploring Planet 
Futbol,’’ where he traveled the world 
exploring the glory of the sport he 
loved. 

I admit, over the last few days, I 
have spent time diving into the Sports 
Illustrated vault, listening to his 
podcast. Like many of his classmates, 
colleagues, and friends, I have come 
away with a feeling of just being proud 
of him. 

But Grant wasn’t just an extraor-
dinary journalist. He was an extraor-
dinary person. He was a good and gen-
erous and kind man. He had a phe-
nomenal smile that made people feel 
welcome in his presence. 

Going forward, when I watch soccer, 
when I read amazing sportswriting, 
when I see someone show courage or 
kindness, I will think of Grant Wahl. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in offer-
ing sincere condolences to Celine, to 
all of his loved ones, and to all who 
cared for him. 

CELEBRATING THE SERVICE OF 
DR. KASHYAP PATEL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
South Carolina (Mr. NORMAN) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. NORMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to celebrate the dedicated serv-
ice and enlightened research of Dr. 
Kashyap Patel, the chief executive offi-
cer of Carolina Blood and Cancer Care 
Associates. 

Dr. Patel was born and grew up in 
Gujarat state, India, where his father 
taught him about the great activist 
Mahatma Gandhi. During this time, he 
learned life’s guiding principles: You 
walk with people. You don’t walk over 
them; you don’t talk over them. Be a 
voice for the voiceless, marginalized, 
and underprivileged citizens. 

In 1996, Dr. Patel immigrated to the 
United States from the United King-
dom on an EB–1 as an individual of ex-
traordinary ability due to his achieve-
ments in cancer research. He became a 
naturalized citizen in 2002. 

Upon moving to the United States, 
he completed his residency at Jamaica 
Hospital in Queens, New York, pri-
marily serving a low-income minority 
population. 

As the CEO of Carolina Blood and 
Cancer Care Associates, a practice with 
eight providers, Dr. Patel and his col-
leagues have never turned away any 
patients with cancer in more than two 
decades, irrespective of ability to pay. 

This is all due to his 501(c)(3) founda-
tion, No One Left Alone, or NOLA, 
which supports uninsured cancer pa-
tients. All proceeds from his book, ‘‘Be-
tween Life and Death,’’ also go to the 
NOLA Foundation. 

Dr. Patel has an encouraging and lov-
ing family. His wife, Alpa, his son, 
Maharshi, and his daughter-in-law, 
Hirangi, support him in walking his 
path of placing others above himself. 

In 2022, Dr. Patel was recognized for 
his work in ‘‘The ASCO Post Nar-
ratives in Oncology,’’ an annual special 
issue commemorating oncology leaders 
from across the world. He is the first 
community oncologist to receive this 
distinction. 

Just a few of his other awards and 
outstanding achievements include: 
president of the Community Oncology 
Alliance; Living the Mission Award 
NCODA 2021; Lifetime Achievement 
Award, SCOS, for contributions to can-
cer; 2022 nominee of the Ellis Island 
Medal of Honor; associate professor in 
the Department of Internal Medicine at 
VCOM in Spartanburg, South Carolina; 
medical director of the Internal Oncol-
ogy Network for diversity, equity, and 
inclusivity; and associate editor in 
chief at AJMC’s ‘‘Evidence-Based On-
cology.’’ 

Dr. Kashyap Patel has truly set the 
gold standard for decades of dedicated 
service and commitment to his pa-
tients and to the community, for which 
he will long be remembered. For that, 
we all join in saying a big thank-you. 

In the words of Winston Churchill, 
there is a time when doing your best is 
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not enough; you must do what is re-
quired. Dr. Patel has done what is re-
quired to serve his patients and live a 
lifetime of dedicated service. 

f 

INSIGHTS FROM 16 YEARS OF 
SERVICE IN CONGRESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Kentucky (Mr. YARMUTH) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. YARMUTH. Mr. Speaker, several 
years ago, I ran into a former Member 
of the House and asked him whether he 
missed it. He answered: ‘‘I don’t miss 
the circus. I miss the clowns.’’ 

Now that I am in my final days as a 
Member and have reflected on my 16 
years here, I am going to tweak that 
line. I won’t miss everything about the 
circus, and I will miss many but not all 
of the clowns. I also now understand 
why so many people are afraid of 
clowns. 

I definitely will miss speaking on the 
House floor, so I will use my last ap-
pearance in this historic space to talk 
about what I will and won’t miss. 

I will miss the feeling that I am part 
of history, if not always history I 
would brag about. 

I will miss the constant reminder 
that I have served in the same body as 
Abraham Lincoln, John Kennedy, John 
Lewis, and so many other amazing 
Americans. 

I will miss the serious, thoughtful, 
and often noble discussions about how 
we can make a positive difference in 
the lives of so many Americans, even if 
we rarely make as big a difference as 
we would want. 

I will miss the give-and-take of pol-
icy debates, even though I know there 
was never a chance the debates would 
change anyone’s mind. 

On the other hand, I won’t miss the 
reality that most of our rhetorical fire-
power is preaching to our respective 
choirs and that too much of what we 
say comes from the devils and not the 
angels of our natures. 

I won’t miss the constant emphasis 
on raising money and the apparent 
conviction of some that only gobs of 
money can persuade enough voters to 
win elections. 

I won’t miss the frustrating reality 
that we rarely move quickly enough to 
deal with the challenges of a fast-mov-
ing world and the fear that if this body 
doesn’t figure out how to work more 
expeditiously, we will continue to frus-
trate our citizens. 

I will miss many of my colleagues, 
some of whom are now among my best 
friends and, yes, even some from across 
the aisle. They have broadened my per-
spective and reinforced my belief that, 
with all of our flaws, we are essentially 
decent and caring people who try to 
find better ways forward for our coun-
try. I respect them and thank them for 
their service and friendship. They are 
definitely not clowns. 

I have so many other people to thank 
as I leave this body. Of course, I must 

thank my family for encouraging me to 
do this work and for excusing me for 
missing so much of their lives, and in 
recent years, my grandsons, J.D. and 
Rory, for being constant reminders 
that what we do here has implications 
far beyond the moment. 

I will be eternally grateful to the 
people of Louisville, who have given 
me the extraordinary honor and re-
sponsibility to represent them here. 

As a former staffer, I knew that a 
great staff is essential for success. I 
have been blessed with phenomenal 
staff members throughout my eight 
terms. Thanks to every one of you. 

I am also grateful to the staff of the 
House Budget Committee, which al-
ways made me look more competent 
and knowledgeable as the chairman 
than I otherwise would have. 

Thanks to all the House support 
staff, who serve quietly and effectively 
to keep this body functioning. 

Thanks to the Capitol Police, who 
protect and defend us and who showed 
the world on January 6, 2021 how brave 
and selfless they are. 

Thanks to all of my committee 
chairs and ranking members whose ex-
amples kept me from screwing up any 
more than I did. 

Thanks and praise to Democratic 
leadership, Speaker PELOSI, STENY 
HOYER, and JIM CLYBURN, for their 
friendship, trust, and inspiration. 

Finally, I thank the person who has 
been with me every minute of my 16 
years in the House. If Julie Carr is not 
the best chief of staff ever to serve 
here, there is no better model to emu-
late. I often said that if she left me, I 
would retire the next day. Luckily, she 
stuck with me, and now she will also 
leave the House after 25 years of serv-
ice to me and others. 

The citizens of Louisville are, unbe-
knownst to them, much better off be-
cause of her work, and I was a better 
Member because of her intellect, judg-
ment, dedication, and friendship. 

Thank you for everything, Julie. 
I will leave the House proud of my 

work, grateful for the opportunity to 
serve here, and committed to continue 
to serve our great country and its peo-
ple. 

For the last time, Mr. Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman yields back his time, and I 
thank him for his service. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE OF 
HERSCHEL RYAN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Louisiana (Ms. LETLOW) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. LETLOW. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Mr. Herschel Ryan, an 
incredible individual who is not just a 
close personal friend but a true Amer-
ican hero. 

My personal experiences with Her-
schel Ryan started when I was a small 
child, but the most poignant moment 
that I ever had with him was when he 

chaperoned on our church mission trip 
in the seventh grade. It was there that 
he took a few minutes and shared with 
me his personal experiences from the 
Vietnam war. 

Mr. Herschel was a talented pilot in 
the Army, achieving the rank of cap-
tain and recognition for his skills in 
flying helicopter missions. 

It was while he was supporting a 
combat operation on February 9, 1968, 
that his flight encountered intense 
enemy fire, and he took a direct hit. 
His injuries were so severe that he 
would ultimately lose his left hand and 
eye, yet he still managed to direct his 
flight back to safety. 

For his gallantry and bravery, he was 
awarded the Silver Star, the Bronze 
Star, the Purple Heart, the Army Com-
mendation Medal, and the Air Medal 
with 25 oak leaf clusters. 

Mr. Speaker, hearing Mr. Herschel’s 
story was formational for me. It was 
the first time I had ever heard a per-
sonal perspective from a veteran. What 
a gift he gave to me that day. 

In this Chamber, we often talk about 
the need to honor our veterans and the 
desire to celebrate our heroes. When I 
think of those who served and sac-
rificed, I think of Herschel Ryan, a 
glowing example of some of the finest 
men and women this country has ever 
produced. 

He fought in a war that was unpopu-
lar and came home to a country that 
did not want to talk about heroism. 

b (1115) 
But in spite of all that and the per-

sonal challenges he faced; he never lost 
his joy. I cannot think of a more gen-
uine, warm, and kind man. He has an 
infectious laugh and spreads happiness 
to everyone who is around him. 

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Herschel just 
turned 80 years old and has retired 
from a successful career in business. He 
now travels with his wife, Debbie, and 
volunteers his free time working with 
veterans who suffer from PTSD, want-
ing to continue to serve others. 

Mr. Speaker, today, here in the 
House of Representatives, we pause and 
pay tribute to a great man and true 
American hero, Mr. Herschel Ryan. 

f 

PARENTS MAY MOVE FORWARD 
BUT NEVER FULLY HEAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Georgia (Mrs. MCBATH) for 5 minutes. 

Mrs. MCBATH. Mr. Speaker, on Black 
Friday, 10 years ago, my son, Jordan, 
was murdered at a gas station in Jack-
sonville, Florida, because the man sim-
ply didn’t like the loud music he and 
his friends were playing in their car. 
He called them gangbangers and thugs. 

Within 31⁄2 minutes, he pulled out a 
gun from the glove compartment of his 
car, took a shooter’s stance, and fired 
10 rounds at the car, hitting my son, 
Jordan, three times, killing my only 
son. 

A month later, a man who should 
never have had access to an assault 
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weapon murdered 20 children and 6 
staff at Sandy Hook Elementary 
School. 

The love that a parent has for our 
children is different. It is unique in 
that our love for everyone else has a 
beginning, but for our children, our 
love has no end. 

When your child is born, it is hard to 
understand how you are capable of feel-
ing so much love. It is a love so pre-
cious and pure that it flows through 
your soul. As they grow, your love 
grows with them. Each day, you can’t 
imagine loving them more, and yet 
every day you are proven wrong. 

Oftentimes we can feel vulnerable 
with this love and all the fear that 
comes with it. Being a parent is like 
that. If everything goes right, if we do 
everything we can for our children, the 
very worst can still happen. 

Principal Dawn Hochsprung and psy-
chologist Mary Sherlach yelled to their 
colleagues: ‘‘Shooter. Stay put’’ when 
they investigated the first shots. They 
were the first killed as they alerted the 
others. 

Janitor Rick Thorne ran through the 
hallways alerting classrooms of the 
danger. He used his master key to lock 
many of the doors for them. The key 
was so worn from use that it snapped in 
one of the doors. 

The first graders in Lauren 
Rousseau’s classroom were not allowed 
to grow. Lauren had worked at Sandy 
Hook for a week. She had tried to hide 
them in the bathroom. She had fought 
to keep them safe. Fifteen of her stu-
dents were killed. Fifteen first graders 
were murdered in a bathroom by a man 
with an assault rifle. 

One 6-year-old girl played dead 
among the bodies of her classmates. 
She was the only one to survive in that 
room. Covered in blood, the first thing 
she said was: ‘‘Mommy, I’m okay, but 
all my friends are dead.’’ 

The next room the killer entered was 
that of Victoria Soto, who did her best 
to conceal her students in a closet. 
Some were hiding under desks. As the 
gunman fired at them with his Bush-
master, he stopped to reload. Six-year- 
old Jesse Lewis shouted at his class-
mates to run for safety, and several 
did. Jesse was looking directly at the 
shooter when he was murdered. 

Anne Marie Murphy, a special edu-
cation teacher, was found shielding 6- 
year-old Dylan Hockley. The bullets 
took them both. 

Victoria’s sister, Jillian, was cap-
tured by photographers in what some 
call the defining photo of that horrific 
day. She is forever immortalized on the 
phone, sobbing, receiving that dev-
astating phone call, the call that is a 
sucker punch to your stomach, the 
phone call that brings you to your 
knees when your desperation simply 
will not let you stand, that leaves you 
gasping for air when the agony will not 
let you breathe. 

A decade ago, my child was mur-
dered. The very last day I saw my son, 
Jordan, he was wearing red sneakers. 

He had khaki-colored slacks on and a 
black backpack slung over his shoulder 
as he walked out the door. He said: ‘‘I 
love you, mom’’ before he got on the 
plane to Jacksonville, Florida. Jordan 
talked about coming home for Thanks-
giving, and that day still haunts me. 

In Newtown, parents watched their 
children walk out the front door, and 
some never saw them again. We are left 
only with the memories of our loved 
ones and the lost dreams of what could 
have been. 

Parents may move forward but never 
fully heal. They never fully recover. 

In honor of their legacy, it is impera-
tive we continue to fight for lifesaving 
policies such as universal background 
checks, safe storage, ghost gun regula-
tion, an assault weapons ban, and so 
much more. 

In the words of a well-known writer: 
‘‘To value life of others 
‘‘Is to acknowledge the sanctity of yours 
‘‘To feel for the ruin of others 
‘‘Is to respect the existence of yours 
‘‘To fight for the freedom of others 
‘‘Is to preserve the liberty of yours″ 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 175TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE CITY OF ZEE-
LAND, MICHIGAN 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Michigan (Mr. HUIZENGA) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. HUIZENGA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize my hometown, the 
city of Zeeland, on its 175th anniver-
sary. 

Throughout the first week of Octo-
ber, friends and residents of this small 
but vibrant city in west Michigan gath-
ered together to celebrate and share 
memories of the community’s storied 
history. 

The village of Zeeland was estab-
lished in 1847 when nearly 500 Dutch 
citizens, led by James Van de Luyster, 
sailed from Zeeland in the Netherlands 
to pursue religious freedom and self- 
rule. I will note that my own family 
came in the second wave that same 
year of 1847 and has proudly been 
ensconced in the city of Zeeland since 
then. 

After settling on 16,000 acres of land, 
one of the first buildings established 
was a church. Here, Reverend Cornelius 
van der Meulen became the first spir-
itual leader and pastor to the Zeeland 
colonists, offering hope and courage as 
the settlers cleared thick forests and 
tackled this new land. 

As the center of the community, the 
church served as a place of worship on 
Sundays as well as a school on the 
weekdays, with instruction provided in 
both English and in Dutch. 

A burgeoning manufacturing and ag-
riculture sector, as well as a post office 
helped Zeeland to grow, leading to in-
corporation as a city in 1907. Now, the 
1900s were a time of growth in Zeeland. 
In fact, my own father served over 30 
years on the city council from the late 
1960s up until the 1990s. 

While the city has grown, one thing 
has remained a constant: The innova-

tive, entrepreneurial, close-knit, and 
welcoming community continues to 
make Zeeland a special place to live, 
work, and raise a family. 

Mr. Speaker, let us join in recog-
nizing all former and current residents 
of the city of Zeeland as they celebrate 
their 175th anniversary. 

f 

THE GREAT PRIVILEGE OF SERV-
ING THE PEOPLE OF RHODE IS-
LAND’S SECOND CONGRESSIONAL 
DISTRICT 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Rhode Island (Mr. LANGEVIN) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today with mixed emotions, as this will 
likely be the final time that I speak in 
front of this Chamber as a Member of 
Congress. 

For the last 22 years, I have had the 
great privilege of serving the people of 
Rhode Island’s Second Congressional 
District. It has been the honor of my 
lifetime to represent the voice and vote 
of my constituents, and I am so hum-
bled by the faith and the trust that 
they have placed in me all these years. 

After my accident, it was my com-
munity that was there for me when I 
needed them the most, and it was their 
constant love and support, along with 
my family, which ultimately inspired 
me to run for office as a way of giving 
back. 

My journey to recovery was not al-
ways an easy one, but thanks to my 
family, my faith, and my community, I 
was able to move forward and become 
the first quadriplegic ever elected to 
the United States Congress. 

For the last 36 years, I have woken 
up every day with one goal in mind: 
giving good public service to the people 
of Rhode Island. That focus has held 
true since my early days in public serv-
ice, beginning when I was elected as a 
delegate to Rhode Island’s Constitu-
tional Convention, continued through 
my time in the General Assembly and 
as the Nation’s youngest secretary of 
state, and it has remained strong 
throughout my final days as a United 
States Congressman. 

I will forever be grateful for the en-
during friendships and lifetime memo-
ries that I have forged here in this 
body. But most of all, I am so proud of 
all that we have been able to accom-
plish for the people of Rhode Island and 
the United States. 

I have fought to protect and advance 
the rights of Americans with disabil-
ities, moving our society closer to be-
coming fully inclusive and accessible 
for all. 

On the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices, I have led the efforts to strength-
en our national security, and cyberse-
curity, in particular, and I have been 
proud to support the hardworking men 
and women of my district who build 
the world’s finest nuclear submarines 
at Electric Boat. 

As the chairman of the Sub-
committee on Cyber, Innovative Tech-
nologies, and Information Systems, I 
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have sought to procure the finest, cut-
ting-edge technologies for our soldiers, 
sailors, airmen, guardians, and ma-
rines, so that our women and men in 
uniform never enter a fair fight. 

Moreover, I have spoken up for our 
Nation’s foster youth, who are too 
often forgotten and left behind, and I 
have worked across the aisle to invest 
in job training, apprenticeships, and 
career and technical education. 

Looking back, I will always be proud 
of my vote for President Obama’s Af-
fordable Care Act, which lowered 
healthcare costs and secured coverage 
for millions of uninsured Americans. 

I will never forget the moment that I 
became the first Congressman in a 
wheelchair to preside over the U.S. 
House of Representatives as Speaker 
pro tempore as we marked the 20th an-
niversary of the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act. I thank NANCY PELOSI, 
perhaps the greatest House Speaker of 
the modern era, for making that day 
possible. 

Likewise, I thank Majority Leader 
STENY HOYER for his decades of friend-
ship and leadership in passing the 
Americans with Disabilities Act and 
for his unrelenting efforts to make sure 
that the Capitol complex is accessible 
to Americans of all abilities. 

I also express my gratitude to my 
colleagues in the congressional delega-
tion, Jack, Sheldon, and David, for 
their friendship and support. I could 
not have asked for better colleagues to 
work with on behalf of our great State. 

Finally, I thank the dozens of dedi-
cated staff members who have served in 
my office over the years, as well as my 
friends and my entire family, espe-
cially my mom, my late dad, my broth-
ers, and my sister for standing by my 
side every step of this journey. 

Choosing not to seek reelection to 
Congress was one of most difficult deci-
sions of my life. But after two decades 
of living in two places at the same time 
and weekly air travel, I am ready to 
chart a new course. 

Although I will no longer be in Con-
gress come beginning of next year, I 
am not going away. I am just coming 
home. 

I love my State, and I love the people 
who live there. So most of all, I want 
to say thank you, Rhode Island, for the 
opportunity to serve the community 
which has given me so much. I will al-
ways cherish the time that I was 
blessed to represent you. 

f 

BEEKEEPING AT UNIVERSITY OF 
GEORGIA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. CARTER) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to congratulate the 
University of Georgia for the creative 
ways it is building a more environ-
mentally sustainable campus. Late last 
year, UGA golf course superintendent 
Scott Griffith took up an interest in, of 
all things, bees. 

Alongside the College of Agriculture 
and Environmental Sciences, Griffith 
established a beekeeping program on 
the golf course, recognizing that it 
would make for an excellent outlet for 
educating students about the impor-
tance of pollinators. 

Bees, as we all know, play a vital role 
in maintaining our ecosystem. These 
industrious insects pollinate our flow-
ers and crops, helping to maintain the 
delicate balance of nature that allows 
for a bountiful supply of food and a 
greener world to live in. 

Unfortunately, bees have faced nu-
merous, sometimes existential chal-
lenges in recent years. Pesticides, habi-
tat loss, and deforestation have all con-
tributed to decline in the population of 
bees, which has had a serious cascading 
effect throughout the food chain. 

By providing a safe and nurturing en-
vironment for bees, the university is 
not only helping to safeguard these 
creatures, but they are also educating 
the next generation of leaders about 
the importance of conservation and 
sustainability. 

I again congratulate Mr. GRIFFITH 
and all UGA faculty for their out-of- 
the-box thinking. I look forward to see-
ing the positive impact this will have 
on the ecosystem and community in 
Athens. 

b 1130 
CONGRATULATING TIERRA JACKSON 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to recognize Tierra Jackson, a 
pharmacy student at the University of 
Georgia, for being named president of 
the Student National Pharmaceutical 
Association. 

As president, she is responsible for 
shaping the priorities of the organiza-
tion. She decided that the organiza-
tion’s theme for this year would be 
Students Creating, Reimagining, and 
Innovating Pharmacy Together. She 
hopes to bring together a broad group 
of students who are interested about 
the profession of pharmacy, healthcare 
issues, and the poor minority represen-
tation in these areas. 

The Student National Pharma-
ceutical Association is a leading voice 
in pharmacy education, has 120 chap-
ters nationwide, and boasts over 5,000 
members. This distinction is evidence 
of the diligence she carries with her 
every day. 

A native of Statesboro, Georgia, she 
received a bachelor of science in phar-
maceutical science degree. While an 
undergrad, she was the president for 
the Pre-Pharmacy Society and vice 
president and service coordinator of 
the NAACP. She is cofounder and vice 
president of the Black Student Phar-
macist Organization. 

Even at such an early stage in her ca-
reer, she has already displayed leader-
ship beyond her years. I am proud of 
Tierra Jackson and the impact that 
she is having on shaping the future of 
the pharmacy and pharmaceutical in-
dustry. 

I congratulate her on her appoint-
ment, and I wish her a successful ten-

ure as president of the Student Na-
tional Pharmaceutical Association. 

f 

BIDDING FAREWELL TO CONGRESS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Michigan (Mrs. LAWRENCE) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mrs. LAWRENCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to give my farewell speech on 
the floor of the House of Representa-
tives. 

It has been the honor of my lifetime 
to represent Michigan’s 14th Congres-
sional District for the past 8 years. 

A few months ago, I announced that 
my family and I made this remarkable, 
tough decision that this will be my last 
term serving as a Member of Congress. 
For 8 years, I have been given an amaz-
ing opportunity, an opportunity to 
serve and walk the Halls of Congress, 
and I have enjoyed every minute of this 
journey. 

I am deeply grateful to the people of 
the 14th District in southeast Michigan 
who gave me their vote and trusted me 
to represent them in office. I have been 
representing southeast Michigan for 30 
years. I am coming home. 

I was trained to be a public servant 
in local politics, where I was the first 
woman and the first African American 
to ever be elected to the position of 
mayor in the city of Southfield, for 
which I served for 14 years. I also 
served as school board president and 
president of the city council. 

In this Chamber where I stand, we de-
bate issues and confront challenges on 
behalf of the American people. This 
thing that we call a democracy is de-
fined by the vote of the people and 
someone stepping up for public service. 

I was raised by my grandmother, who 
migrated from Georgia to Detroit in 
the height of the American civil rights 
movement. I remember watching her in 
tears as America marched, protested, 
and fought for a nation where we would 
not be judged by the color of our skin 
but by the content of our character. 

She instilled in me the passion for 
democracy and the importance of vot-
ing. She told me: Brenda, if you work 
hard and get your education, there is 
absolutely nothing that you can’t do in 
these great United States of America. 

For the past 30 years, I have learned 
how important it is to be accessible to 
my constituents, to act as their voices 
in the rooms that they cannot enter. I 
went to places of worship, met with 
union representatives, walked with the 
people, and made sure that the door 
was open so that every citizen I rep-
resented had an opportunity to have 
their voices heard. 

As a member of Michigan’s congres-
sional delegation, I am proud to have 
legislated on issues that are important 
to our great State of Michigan—water 
quality, union rights, justice, transpor-
tation and infrastructure, manufac-
turing and the auto industry, housing, 
and education. I am most proud of 
using my voice to fight on behalf of my 
constituents. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:12 Dec 15, 2022 Jkt 039060 PO 00000 Frm 00011 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K14DE7.019 H14DEPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

12
6Q

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH9742 December 14, 2022 
The diversity of my district truly 

represents the diversity in America: 
I represent immigrants. 
My district has an international bor-

der. 
I have the Great Lakes. 
I have one of the largest Jewish pop-

ulations in the country. 
My district is majority African 

American, and I have a very large His-
panic population. 

Seeing the rich diversity in my dis-
trict, I founded the Congressional Cau-
cus on Black-Jewish Relations to fos-
ter that relationship between those of 
us who are targeted the most for hate 
and for discrimination. 

We accomplished amazing work, and 
I am proud of the legacy that I will 
continue to support as a citizen of this 
country. 

I currently serve as the vice chair of 
the Congressional Black Caucus, which 
is led by my colleague and my dear 
friend, Congresswoman JOYCE BEATTY. 
I have been able to serve with some 
legends—like John Lewis and Elijah 
Cummings—in that capacity, and I 
know that having the Congressional 
Black Caucus, the conscience of Con-
gress, this Congress will continue to 
move in the right direction. 

As you know, I was a member of the 
United States Postal Service for 30 
years. When I arrived in Washington, 
my top priority was to sit on the House 
Oversight Committee where I could 
continue to fight for the survival and 
the efficiency of the United States 
Postal Service and fight for my postal 
family. 

I am so proud that we passed the 
Postal Service Reform Act that we 
have been fighting for for years. Also, I 
am proud of my fight for the Flint 
water crisis, to make sure that we have 
water in America that will not hurt or 
harm people and that we fight for clean 
water in America. 

I serve on Appropriations, where I am 
vice chair of the House Committee on 
Appropriations. I am standing here to 
say that the dollars that you pay going 
to the right place has been very defin-
ing. I thank my staff for all the sup-
port they have given me, and I look 
forward to coming home. I am excited 
to spend time with my family—my hus-
band, my children, and my grand-
daughter—and the community of 
southeast Michigan. 

f 

CELEBRATING EIGHT CONSECU-
TIVE STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS 
FOR ALCOA HIGH SCHOOL FOOT-
BALL TEAM 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Tennessee (Mr. BURCHETT) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. BURCHETT. Mr. Speaker, I am 
glad you are up there, but I am dis-
appointed that the gentleman from 
Tennessee (Mr. COOPER), my friend, has 
left. He is the dean of the Tennessee 
delegation, and he has been a good 
friend to me since I came to Congress. 

I would see him every morning. I think 
it was kind of a parallel to our lives. 
He was always going to do yoga, and I 
was going to get beat up in boot camp 
working out in the morning, but he was 
always very kind to me, and I believe 
there is always a place in Congress for 
people like JIM COOPER. 

Mr. Speaker, today I rise to con-
gratulate Coach Brian Nix and the 
Alcoa High School football team on 
their eighth consecutive Tennessee 
State championship title. 

Alcoa defeated East Nashville in a 45– 
26 win to bring home another AAA 
State championship. This win marks 
the Tornadoes’ 21st State champion-
ship, and for Brian Nix it is the first 
one serving as their head coach. I am 
overwhelmingly proud of this team and 
its resilience. 

Mr. Speaker, the Alcoa Tornadoes 
finished out the season with an impres-
sive 14–1 record and brought home their 
eighth consecutive State title, which is 
quite an achievement. 

The seniors on this team will remem-
ber this season for the rest of their 
lives, and it is truly a special thing for 
these younger guys to be able to come 
back next year and try for another 
ring. 

Alcoa is well-staffed with coaches 
Alex Taylor, Ben Love, Brian Gossett, 
Chris Collett, Dakota Summers, David 
Sweetland, Jonathan Harris, and Pey-
ton Jones. 

Congratulations to all the Tornadoes 
on your big win. You absolutely have 
earned it. 

CONGRATULATING KNOXVILLE WEST HIGH 
SCHOOL FOOTBALL TEAM 

Mr. BURCHETT. Mr. Speaker, today 
I rise to congratulate Coach Lamar 
Brown and the Knoxville West High 
School football team on their 
undefeated season in the Second Ten-
nessee Class 5A State championship. 

Knoxville West earned their ring at 
Finley Stadium in Chattanooga with 
an outstanding 47–13 win over Paige 
High School. After the big win, the 
Tennessee Titans named head coach 
Lamar Brown as 2022 High School 
Coach of the Year. 

It is truly special watching a team 
have this amount of respect and trust 
in their coaching staff and vice versa. 
It is more than just a game, Mr. Speak-
er. Head Coach Lamar Brown and the 
rest of his coaching staff did a tremen-
dous job in coaching these young men 
throughout the season. I happened to 
see many of their games. One of my 
dearest friends, Todd Scott’s boy plays 
for this team and former mayor Mad-
eline Rogero’s grandson was on the 
team. 

Congratulations to all the Rebels on 
your State title. You earned it and 
made the city of Knoxville proud along 
the way. 

f 

A SUCCESSFUL CONGRESS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 

LAWRENCE). The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from California (Mr. COSTA) 
for 5 minutes. 

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, the 
117th Congress, I believe, will go down 
as one of the most successful Con-
gresses in modern history. We have 
passed over 200 bipartisan bills, pro-
vided funding for vaccine relief, the 
American Rescue Plan, $1.2 trillion bi-
partisan investment in infrastructure, 
efforts to deal with our veterans, focus-
ing on reform on the Postal Service, 
the Inflation Reduction Act, and the 
list goes on and on. 

We have not passed such successful 
legislation since perhaps the Great So-
ciety in the 1960s. As we reflect upon 
that and the historic Speakership of 
NANCY PELOSI, we reflect upon the suc-
cess of the last 2 years with a 4-vote 
majority and a 50–50 tie in the Senate. 
Certainly her Speakership is historic in 
so many different ways. 

Madam Speaker, I look on to the 
next Congress, the 118th. Hopefully, 
notwithstanding our divisions, we can 
find ways to work together on infra-
structure as we continue to invest in 
America, in water, extreme drought 
conditions facing the West and Cali-
fornia, much necessary for the long- 
term future because where water flows, 
food grows; investing in transportation 
to compete around the world; 
broadband; I want to get a medical 
school in the San Joaquin Valley. We 
have a shortage of physicians, and we 
need to increase the number of nurses 
to improve better healthcare for all 
Americans. We need to focus on rural 
America. I represent a great deal of it. 

Yes, there are divisions in this coun-
try, but I hope the 118th Congress re-
members that we are here to serve the 
people. This is the people’s House. That 
is our purpose, to work together and 
solve problems. 

Madam Speaker, I am hoping that 
my alma mater, Fresno State Bulldogs, 
will be successful in Saturday’s game. 
Go, Dogs. 

f 

SOUTHERN BORDER MESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. LAMALFA) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. LAMALFA. Madam Speaker, I 
have had a chance on several occasions 
to visit our southern border between 
the U.S. and Mexico. Of course, I wish 
our people in the White House would 
take the time. It is a very important 
thing. There are not more important 
things for the President and the Vice 
President to do than to see firsthand 
the mess we have among our four bor-
der States, but truly the effect it has, 
as every State is a border State be-
cause they flow so far into our country. 

What are we looking at here? Four 
million encounters with illegal immi-
grants crossing our southern border in 
the last 2 years; an amazing amount. 

Under President Trump, we had the 
most secure border we had in years. It 
wasn’t perfect, but strides were being 
made with the many, many miles of 
fence that had been put up. 
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Since the Biden administration 

kicked in, the effort to continue to 
build the fence was frozen. We have 
stacks and stacks of materials lying 
there, many millions of dollars’ worth 
of materials just laying there in the 
various spots across the border staged 
to be completed. 

When I visited the Arizona portion, 
you could see where there were maybe 
50 or 100 feet of fence, and there would 
be an area that would be contained 
where it would be much, much easier 
for the Border Patrol to do their jobs 
and keep whatever problems there are 
funneled in fewer areas, making their 
task much simpler to keep track. 

Instead, with the deluge of immi-
grants, really an invasion that is hap-
pening, their job is much, much more 
difficult and less about patrolling the 
border and more about processing. 

Indeed, when I was there, they have 
vans to go pick people up and bring 
them even faster to the processing cen-
ter and then turn them loose in our 
country. 

b 1145 

This is a really backwards policy, 
and it makes me really wonder whose 
side is this administration on. 

The needs of the American people, or 
some kind of political gain by having a 
wide-open border? 

I do not understand it. The numbers 
are huge. 

Of course, it is the numbers of people 
coming across as well as the illegal 
drugs; the fentanyl. You have heard 
time and time and time again the sto-
ries. I guess the press doesn’t really 
want to report a lot of that; we hear it 
here and there. But the amount of peo-
ple being harmed by the fentanyl get-
ting to everything is amazing. Yet, the 
border remains porous. 

The only State doing something 
about it is Texas. All those States 
don’t really have the rights to do Fed-
eral border patrol or closure. They are 
at least making an effort down there to 
stem the tide. 

We are in a state of crisis along the 
border. Millions cross every year with 
no consequence. We expect them 
maybe to come back for a hearing, if 
indeed they are eligible for an asylum 
hearing, but that is really naive. 

So there are plenty of tools already 
in the law to stop it. We don’t really 
need reform on immigration. We need 
to enforce the rules we have. 

Yet, what is the direction we are 
going? 

We are going to see title 42, which is 
able to make limitations due to the 
healthcare crisis because of COVID. 
They want to let that go to the side-
lines now, getting rid of title 42. 

We already have a crisis. We already 
have a giant wave coming in. This is 
just going to exacerbate it. We already 
have gigantic problems that will be 
added to by letting title 42 expire. 

Every country that is a country has 
borders and laws on that. Why is the 
U.S. different now under the Biden ad-

ministration and under Democrat rule 
that we are not allowed to enforce our 
borders? 

And indeed, the issue, as you squish 
the balloon, now we are seeing an ef-
fect on the Canadian border, something 
that hasn’t been talked about a lot. 

Mexican nationals are finding that it 
is easier with the backlog we have on 
the southern border to be able to take 
a flight up into Canada, because they 
have lifted most of their restrictions 
on entry and exit, and come through 
from Canada into the United States. 
Those numbers are increasing dramati-
cally. 

The data reflects a 91 percent in-
crease from the prior fiscal year, and 
going higher. So if it is easier to come 
as a Mexican national through Canada, 
then that is just going to continue to 
be a larger problem. But we already 
have enough to deal with on the south-
ern border; if we would just do the job. 

As President Biden said last spring, 
let’s fill the gaps that we have. At least 
fill just the gaps, if you don’t want to 
make miles and miles of fence. It will 
make the Border Patrol job much easi-
er. But truly, we need to do the whole 
job because we are not a sovereign na-
tion if we don’t have a border, if we 
don’t enforce it. 

Now, we will get called racist. We 
will get called hateful. Because those 
are just the standard arguments these 
days for just about anything. 

It is not that. We have a right and an 
obligation to enforce that and bring 
people over that want to come legally, 
with visas. That is the way to do 
things, not just a wide-open, porous 
border. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
COSTA). Pursuant to clause 12(a) of rule 
I, the Chair declares the House in re-
cess until noon today. 

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 48 
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. CUELLAR) at noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret 
Grun Kibben, offered the following 
prayer: 

Eternal God, in the words of Thomas 
Merton, we mourn that ‘‘all over the 
face of the Earth, the avarice and lust 
of [humanity] breed unceasing divi-
sions among them, and the wounds 
that tear [humans] from union with 
one another widen and open out into 
huge wars. Murder, massacres, revolu-
tion, and hatred . . . ’’ 

Forgive us, O Lord, our proclivity for 
division and our inclination to allow 

our desires for power and our un-
quenched thirst for control, create dis-
cord in our families, in our commu-
nities, in our country, and among sov-
ereign nations. 

We continue to pray for the conflict 
in Ukraine, and we pray that the dis-
pute for land and dominance would, by 
some miracle, find resolution. Remind 
us that such tragedy reflects our frac-
tured human condition and our deep 
need for Your salvation. 

Convict us each of our part in even 
the smallest of conflicts, that we would 
set aside our differences and instead 
strive to maintain the unity found in 
Your spirit. Then mend the broken 
bones of our families, our commu-
nities, and our country, and heal the 
wounds in our world. 

O Lord, abolish the bow, the sword, 
and war from our lands, and allow all 
to lie down this night in safety. 

In Your most holy name, we pray. 
Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the 
Journal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. 
WILSON) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina led 
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests 
for 1-minute speeches on each side of 
the aisle. 

f 

AMERICA’S ANCHOR, JIM 
GARDNER 

(Ms. DEAN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. DEAN. Mr. Speaker, for nearly 
half a century, legendary news anchor 
Jim Gardner has informed and guided 
Philadelphia, southeastern Pennsyl-
vania, and south Jersey. Next week, he 
will retire, and I thank him for his in-
credible service. 

Jim joined Action News in 1976 as a 
reporter before setting into his iconic 
role as the 6 and 11 p.m. anchor, becom-
ing the longest-serving on-air person-
ality in our region’s history. 

As the years changed and trust in our 
institutions eroded, one journalistic in-
stitution stood strong: Jim Gardner. 
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Philadelphia is a city of neighbor-

hoods, and Jim works with character, 
generosity, and a deep love of all of his 
neighbors. He did not hesitate when 
asked to moderate a free library dis-
cussion about our family’s book on ad-
diction and recovery. 

Jim Gardner has provided stability 
through uncertainty, from things elec-
toral to environmental, and lift 
through our joys, like the current Ea-
gles season. 

For 45 years, Jim has been our Wal-
ter Cronkite with his signature mus-
tache. 

We will miss you in our living rooms, 
Jim, delivering the news with honesty, 
integrity, and respect. We wish you, 
America’s anchor, a happy retirement. 
Thank you, Jim. 

f 

WELCOMING JULIAN BIDDLE 
PENDARVIS 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, congratulations to congres-
sional foreign policy adviser Stephanie 
Pendarvis and her husband, Julian 
Hunter Pendarvis, on the birth of their 
first child, a boy. 

Julian Biddle Pendarvis was born at 
2:03 a.m. on Wednesday, December 7, 
2022, at Sibley Memorial Hospital in 
Washington. He weighed 5 pounds, 10.5 
ounces, and measured 18.75 inches long. 

Stephanie has long been a valued 
member of the congressional team and 
has not only been instrumental in get-
ting important policy legislation 
through the House but a positive influ-
ence on the staff and those around her. 
I know she and her husband will pass 
those fine qualities to baby Julian. 

Additionally, I offer congratulations 
to the extended Biddle and Pendarvis 
families on the newest addition to 
their team. 

In conclusion, God bless Ukraine and 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy. 
Putin’s Iranian drones attacked yester-
day the key district I visited Saturday 
on a codel. Fortunately, the people of 
Ukraine have destroyed in the last 
week 85 percent of Putin’s missiles and 
drones. 

f 

REMEMBERING THE SANDY HOOK 
TRAGEDY 

(Ms. GARCIA of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. GARCIA of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to recognize the 20 innocent little 
children and 6 brave teachers who were 
taken from their families 10 years ago 
today at Sandy Hook Elementary 
School. 

I truthfully can’t even comprehend 
the immense pain that these families 
must have felt and continue to feel 
every day. 

I never want another family to expe-
rience this type of loss. That is why we 

must remain committed to ending the 
gun violence epidemic that plagues our 
country. 

Earlier this year, House Democrats 
passed the Bipartisan Safer Commu-
nities Act, which President Biden 
swiftly signed into law. It will save 
lives by funding violence prevention 
programs at schools, expanding back-
ground checks for those under 21 years 
of age, strengthening mental health re-
sources, and so much more, but the 
fight is not over. 

I promise to continue fighting until 
we are all saved from gun violence be-
cause we owe this to the victims of gun 
violence, their families, and their chil-
dren. 

We will always put children over the 
NRA. We will always put people over 
politics. 

f 

RECOGNIZING CHARLIE BOURG 
(Mrs. RODGERS of Washington asked 

and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend her remarks.) 

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize 
Charlie Bourg. 

Charlie lives in Chewelah, a small 
town in northeastern Washington. He 
is an Army veteran. He served in Viet-
nam, and he is a fierce advocate for his 
fellow men and women who have served 
in the Armed Forces. 

Charlie also has terminal cancer. He 
received the devastating news months 
ago after a yearlong delay in receiving 
care from the Spokane VA due to a 
broken electronic health record sys-
tem. 

This could have been prevented. He 
should have more time to spend with 
his wife, Debi, his children, and his 
grandchildren. My heart breaks for 
them. 

Charlie is here sharing his story this 
week, and I would like to make him a 
promise: No matter how long it takes, 
we will fix this system. 

You will be the reason that it never 
happens again. You will not be forgot-
ten. Matthew 28:11 says, ‘‘Come to me, 
all you who are weary and carry heavy 
burdens, and I will give you rest.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
join in recognizing Charlie Bourg. He is 
an incredible American and an even 
better husband, father, and grand-
father. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE KELLER 
FAMILY 

(Ms. SCANLON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to share the story of an admi-
rable family in my district who has 
provided decades of service to their 
friends and neighbors through the U.S. 
Postal Service. 

John Keller worked at the U.S. Post-
al Service for 34 years, including 15 
years as postmaster of the Ridley Park 
Post Office. 

Now retired, his twin sons, Joe and 
Mike Keller, have worked for the U.S. 
Postal Service for 23 years each and are 
now both postmasters in Pennsylva-
nia’s Fifth Congressional District. 

Our Postal Service is an essential 
part of our Nation’s infrastructure. 
The Postal Service delivers medicine 
to veterans, birthday presents from 
grandma, and, even in this day and age, 
holiday greetings from friends across 
the world. 

The Postal Service keeps us con-
nected with our communities, families 
and friends, businesses, nonprofits, and 
public agencies all over the country, 
and provides jobs to over 500,000 Ameri-
cans; 3,000 in Pennsylvania’s Fifth Dis-
trict alone. 

We are so grateful to the Keller fam-
ily and to all of our Postal Service 
workers for everything they do for us 
every day. 

f 

RENEWABLE ENERGY DOESN’T DO 
THE WHOLE JOB 

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, nuclear 
power, hydropower, biofuels, solar, and 
wind are all positive sources of energy. 
They take advantage of available re-
sources and bring high-paying tech-
nical jobs to rural areas, especially. 

However, forcing people into renew-
able sources of energy only will not 
help families immediately heat their 
homes this winter or next. 

Right now, in California, renewable 
energy accounts for roughly one-third 
of our power grid, depending on wheth-
er or not you count hydroelectric 
power, which large power plants aren’t 
counted, for some arbitrary reason in 
our State. 

Each summer, we face rolling black-
outs throughout the State. Each win-
ter, mountain towns face power short-
ages due to snowstorms knocking down 
power lines. 

At this moment, natural gas and oil 
remain by far the most efficient and af-
fordable sources of energy, a fact that 
the Biden administration must accept. 

Renewable energy won’t do the whole 
job. Yet, what are they doing? They are 
attacking oil and gas, which is based 
on some idea of CO2. I remind you that 
CO2 is only 0.04 percent of our atmos-
phere. It is dwarfed by all the others. 
Even trace gases are about equal. 

Yet, we are hell-bent on getting rid 
of CO2 and making people unable to use 
the energy they need, do their jobs, 
heat their homes, et cetera. 

f 

REMEMBERING THE VICTIMS OF 
SANDY HOOK 

(Mrs. HAYES asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mrs. HAYES. Mr. Speaker, Charlotte 
Bacon, Daniel Barden, Rachel Davino, 
Olivia Engel, Josephine Gay, Ana M. 
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Marquez-Greene, Dylan Hockley, Dawn 
Hochsprung, Madeleine F. Hsu, Cath-
erine V. Hubbard, Chase Kowalski, 
Jesse Lewis, James Mattioli, Grace 
McDonnell, Anne Marie Murphy, 
Emilie Parker, Jack Pinto, Noah 
Pozner, Caroline Previdi, Jessica 
Rekos, Avielle Richman, Lauren Rous-
seau, Mary Sherlach, Victoria Soto, 
Benjamin Wheeler, Allison N. Wyatt. 

Those are the names of the 20 chil-
dren and 6 adults who were killed at 
Sandy Hook 10 years ago today. I want 
them to know we will never forget 
them, and we will continue to honor 
their memory with our action. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF BRIAN 
HYLAND 

(Mr. SEMPOLINSKI asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. SEMPOLINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the life and legacy 
of the late Chemung County, New 
York, legislator Brian J. Hyland. 

Brian was an extraordinary, talented, 
kind, and interesting man. He was ap-
pointed to the Chemung County Legis-
lature in 2011. 

Brian was a dedicated public servant 
and worked tirelessly to help his con-
stituents. There was no job too big or 
too small for Legislator Hyland. 

Brian was also a teacher and mentor 
at Tioga Tae Kwon Do in Waverly, New 
York, where he used more than 60 years 
in martial arts to teach hundreds of 
students how to be the best version of 
themselves. 

He was a businessman, a community 
leader, and, above all else, a family 
man. His wife, Suzanne, was the love of 
his life. He took immense pride in his 
six children, including my legislative 
director, Tom Hyland. He cared deeply 
for his sister and helped all those 
around him to succeed. 

Brian will be greatly missed by all 
who knew him. 

f 

HONORING JOE LILES 

(Mr. WESTERMAN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the exemplary 
work and upcoming retirement of Joe 
Liles, a law enforcement officer with 
the Ouachita National Forest. 

Joe has faithfully served Arkansas 
for 30 years, going above and beyond in 
each mission to loyally serve the peo-
ple of Arkansas. 

Throughout his successful career, Joe 
received many awards, including the 
‘‘Delivering Benefits to the Public’’ 
award at the 2019 Regional Foresters 
Honor Awards for his heroic efforts in 
locating and recovering a lost hiker in 
the Caney Creek Wilderness. 

Joe’s humble nature and hard-
working spirit made him a vital part of 
the Ouachita National Forest. I speak 

for all Arkansans when I say thank you 
for your service and wish you the best 
in retirement. 

f 

b 1215 

CENTRAL UTAH PROJECT 

(Mr. OWENS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. OWENS. Mr. Speaker, this year 
marks the 30th anniversary of the Cen-
tral Utah Project Completion Act—an 
absolute game changer for Utah’s 
water optimization and conservatory 
efforts. 

Our State is the fastest growing 
economy per capita, and our popu-
lation will double by 2065. Historic 
drought is crippling States like Utah, 
which reminds us that water truly is 
the lifeblood of the West. 

The Central Utah Project plays an 
integral role in efficient and innova-
tive water use and conservation meas-
ures to meet the demands of our boom-
ing population and economy. 

Since this act became law 30 years 
ago, the Central Utah Project has 
ramped up water delivery to 1.5 million 
Utahns daily. This remarkable accom-
plishment would not be possible with-
out the tireless work of Utahns. 

I am committed to working hand in 
hand with local, State, and Federal 
partners to ensure Utah remains on the 
right track. Congratulations on this re-
markable milestone. 

f 

INFLATION HURTS 

(Mr. MEUSER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. MEUSER. Mr. Speaker, the lat-
est inflation numbers are in. Inflation 
has increased 7.1 percent in the last 
year, and in my home State of Penn-
sylvania, it has increased 12 percent. 

Despite the Biden administration 
celebrating, nobody in my district is 
celebrating. There is no celebrating 
when my constituents go to the gro-
cery store, the gas station, and when 
they pay their home heating bills. 
They feel this pain every day. 

This inflation has primarily been 
caused by the assault on our domestic 
energy and excessive government 
spending. We are now in discussions on 
our appropriations bill. 

Mr. Speaker, not only is the plan to 
add over 7 percent to compensate for 
inflation—which was originally created 
by such excessive spending—we are 
now going to double down and spend 
hundreds of billions of dollars in excess 
of pre-COVID levels. In fact, the Gov-
ernment funding bill being discussed is 
25 percent more than prepandemic lev-
els and 10 percent more than last year. 

There is no merit to this continued 
spending spree. It will only further 
drive inflation and grow our deficit 
which, in turn, incurs more interest to 

be paid on our debt. All the while the 
Fed is increasing interest rates to fur-
ther burden my constituents and to 
also dampen our economy. 

This is absolutely ‘‘gas backwards’’ 
policy. 

f 

CONGRATULATING NATALIE 
NAVARRETE 

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to congratulate the 
University of Georgia’s Natalie 
Navarrete for being named a 2023 
Rhodes Scholar, an honor received by 
only the most outstanding young 
minds from around the world. 

As many of you know, the Rhodes 
Scholarship is the oldest and most 
celebrated international fellowship 
award in the world. To be recognized 
with such an honor is synonymous with 
the qualities typical of the brightest 
people this country has to offer: hard-
working, brilliant, and boundary push-
ing. 

Natalie is no exception. A Morehead 
Honors College student and foundation 
fellow at the University of Georgia, 
Natalie is pursuing degrees in inter-
national affairs, Russian, Spanish, and 
Latin American and Caribbean studies. 

She will continue her studies at the 
University of Oxford in October where 
she plans to pursue a master’s degree 
in Russian and Eastern European stud-
ies. I have no doubt that she will con-
tinue to excel in these studies and 
make important breakthroughs in her 
field. 

I join the entire University of Geor-
gia family in congratulating Natalie on 
this truly extraordinary achievement. 
Her success is a testament to world- 
class opportunities offered by the Uni-
versity of Georgia, and I am confident 
that she will continue to make us all 
proud for years to come. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 1948, VA EMPLOYEE 
FAIRNESS ACT OF 2021; PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
S. 3905, PREVENTING ORGANIZA-
TIONAL CONFLICTS OF INTER-
EST IN FEDERAL ACQUISITION 
ACT; PROVIDING FOR CONSIDER-
ATION OF S. 4003, LAW ENFORCE-
MENT DE-ESCALATION TRAINING 
ACT OF 2022; PROVIDING FOR 
CONSIDERATION OF SENATE 
AMENDMENT TO H.R. 1437, PRO-
VIDING RESEARCH AND ESTI-
MATES OF CHANGES IN PRECIPI-
TATION ACT; RELATING TO CON-
SIDERATION OF SENATE AMEND-
MENTS TO H.R. 2617, PERFORM-
ANCE ENHANCEMENT REFORM 
ACT; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES 

Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Speaker, by 
direction of the Committee on Rules, I 
call up House Resolution 1518 and ask 
for its immediate consideration 
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The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-

lows: 
H. RES. 1518 

Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-
lution it shall be in order to consider in the 
House the bill (H.R. 1948) to amend title 38, 
United States Code, to modify authorities re-
lating to the collective bargaining of em-
ployees in the Veterans Health Administra-
tion. All points of order against consider-
ation of the bill are waived. An amendment 
in the nature of a substitute consisting of 
the text of Rules Committee Print 117–71 
shall be considered as adopted. The bill, as 
amended, shall be considered as read. All 
points of order against provisions in the bill, 
as amended, are waived. The previous ques-
tion shall be considered as ordered on the 
bill, as amended, and on any further amend-
ment thereto, to final passage without inter-
vening motion except: (1) one hour of debate 
equally divided and controlled by the chair 
and ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs or their respec-
tive designees; and (2) one motion to recom-
mit. 

SEC. 2. Upon adoption of this resolution it 
shall be in order to consider in the House the 
bill (S. 3905) to prevent organizational con-
flicts of interest in Federal acquisition, and 
for other purposes. All points of order 
against consideration of the bill are waived. 
The bill shall be considered as read. All 
points of order against provisions in the bill 
are waived. The previous question shall be 
considered as ordered on the bill and on any 
amendment thereto to final passage without 
intervening motion except: (1) one hour of 
debate equally divided and controlled by the 
chair and ranking minority member of the 
Committee on Oversight and Reform or their 
respective designees; and (2) one motion to 
commit. 

SEC. 3. Upon adoption of this resolution it 
shall be in order to consider in the House the 
bill (S. 4003) to amend the Omnibus Crime 
Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to pro-
vide for training on alternatives to use of 
force, de-escalation, and mental and behav-
ioral health and suicidal crises. All points of 
order against consideration of the bill are 
waived. The bill shall be considered as read. 
All points of order against provisions in the 
bill are waived. The previous question shall 
be considered as ordered on the bill and on 
any amendment thereto to final passage 
without intervening motion except: (1) one 
hour of debate equally divided and controlled 
by the chair and ranking minority member 
of the Committee on the Judiciary or their 
respective designees; and (2) one motion to 
commit. 

SEC. 4. House Resolution 1516 is hereby 
adopted. 

SEC. 5. (a) At any time through the legisla-
tive day of Thursday, December 15, 2022, the 
Speaker may entertain motions offered by 
the Majority Leader or a designee that the 
House suspend the rules as though under 
clause 1 of rule XV with respect to multiple 
measures described in subsection (b), and the 
Chair shall put the question on any such mo-
tion without debate or intervening motion. 

(b) A measure referred to in subsection (a) 
includes any measure that was the object of 
a motion to suspend the rules on the legisla-
tive day of December 12, 2022, December 13, 
2022, December 14, 2022, or December 15, 2022, 
in the form as so offered, on which the yeas 
and nays were ordered and further pro-
ceedings postponed pursuant to clause 8 of 
rule XX. 

(c) Upon the offering of a motion pursuant 
to subsection (a) concerning multiple meas-
ures, the ordering of the yeas and nays on 
postponed motions to suspend the rules with 
respect to such measures is vacated to the 

end that all such motions are considered as 
withdrawn. 

SEC. 6. Notwithstanding clause 8 of rule 
XX, further proceedings on a vote by the 
yeas and nays on the question of adoption of 
a motion that the House suspend the rules 
offered on the legislative day of December 12, 
2022 may be postponed through the legisla-
tive day of December 15, 2022. 

SEC. 7. Upon adoption of this resolution it 
shall be in order to take from the Speaker’s 
table the bill (H.R. 1437) to amend the 
Weather Research and Forecasting Innova-
tion Act of 2017 to direct the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration to pro-
vide comprehensive and regularly updated 
Federal precipitation information, and for 
other purposes, with the Senate amendment 
thereto, and to consider in the House, with-
out intervention of any point of order, a mo-
tion offered by the chair of the Committee 
on Appropriations or her designee that the 
House concur in the Senate amendment with 
an amendment consisting of the text of 
Rules Committee Print 117–72. The Senate 
amendment and the motion shall be consid-
ered as read. The motion shall be debatable 
for one hour equally divided and controlled 
by the chair and ranking minority member 
of the Committee on Appropriations or their 
respective designees. The previous question 
shall be considered as ordered on the motion 
to its adoption without intervening motion. 

SEC. 8. Upon adoption of this resolution, 
the House shall be considered to have taken 
from the Speaker’s table the bill (H.R. 2617) 
to amend section 1115 of title 31, United 
States Code, to amend the description of how 
performance goals are achieved, and for 
other purposes, with the Senate amendments 
thereto, to have concurred in the Senate 
amendments numbered 1, 2, 3, and 5, and to 
have concurred in the Senate amendment 
numbered 4 with an amendment consisting of 
the text of Rules Committee Print 117–73. 

SEC. 9. House Concurrent Resolution 124 is 
hereby adopted. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from California is recognized 
for 1 hour. 

Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Speaker, for 
the purpose of debate only, I yield the 
customary 30 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
RESCHENTHALER) pending which I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 
During consideration of this resolu-
tion, all time yielded is for purpose of 
debate only. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers be given 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Speaker, yes-

terday the Rules Committee met and 
reported a rule, House Resolution 1518, 
providing for consideration of four 
measures. 

First, the rule provides for consider-
ation of H.R. 1948 under a closed rule. 
The rule provides 1 hour of general de-
bate equally divided and controlled by 
the chair and ranking minority mem-
ber of the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs and a motion to recommit. 

Second, the rule provides for consid-
eration of S. 3905 under a closed rule. 
The rule provides 1 hour of general de-

bate equally divided and controlled by 
the chair and ranking minority mem-
ber of the Committee on Oversight and 
Reform, and a motion to commit. 

Third, the rule provides for consider-
ation of S. 4003 under a closed rule. The 
rule provides 1 hour of general debate 
equally divided and controlled by the 
chair and ranking minority member of 
the Committee on the Judiciary and a 
motion to commit. 

Fourth, the rule provides for consid-
eration of a Senate amendment to H.R. 
1437. The rule makes in order a motion 
offered by the chair of the Committee 
on Appropriations that the House con-
cur in the Senate amendment with a 
House amendment and provides 1 hour 
of debate on the motion equally di-
vided and controlled by the chair and 
ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Appropriations. 

The rule also deems passage of a mo-
tion to concur in the Senate amend-
ments to H.R. 2617 with a House 
amendment. 

The rule further deems passage of H. 
Con. Res. 124 and H. Res. 1516. 

Lastly, the rule provides the major-
ity leader or his designee the ability to 
en bloc requested roll call votes on sus-
pension bills considered from December 
12 to December 15. The rule also pro-
vides roll call votes on suspension bills 
considered on December 12 may be 
postponed through December 15. 

Mr. Speaker, as we come to the end 
of the 117th Congress, we are working 
this week to pass legislation that de-
serves to make it across the finish line 
before the end of the year. 

First, the VA Employee Fairness 
Act. The healthcare workers at VA 
medical centers are exceptional at 
what they do serving our veterans. 
Many of them are veterans themselves. 
They deserve the same rights as their 
counterparts outside of the VA system 
to collectively bargain. 

In today’s world, the balance of 
power is disproportionately skewed to-
wards employers over employees. 

b 1230 
As a former union member and a 

small business owner myself, and as 
the current chair of the Health, Em-
ployment, Labor, and Pensions sub-
committee, I can think of no better 
way to honor these workers and the 
people they serve, who we all respect 
and honor, than to provide them the 
tools to empower them to have a voice 
in this important American workplace. 

From our national security to the 
regulation of prescription drugs, the 
Federal Government relies on services 
of contractors and consultants to pro-
vide for the American people. It is crit-
ical that we know that these contrac-
tors are working in the best interest of 
the American people. 

Unfortunately, the current Federal 
acquisition process allows bad actors 
to slip through the cracks without dis-
closing their potential conflicts of in-
terest. 

As a member of the Committee on 
Oversight and Reform, I am proud of 
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the work that the committee has done 
to investigate McKinsey & Company 
for this very reason. This contractor— 
one of the oldest and most prestigious 
consulting firms in the world—was ad-
vising the FDA on the safety and effi-
cacy of prescription pain medications 
at the same time the very same con-
sultants were also advising Purdue 
Pharma on how to ‘‘turbocharge’’ sales 
of OxyContin, a major driver of the 
opioid epidemic. 

While the McKinsey scandal shined a 
light on organizational conflicts of in-
terest, the issue itself is not new. The 
Preventing Organizational Conflicts of 
Interest in Federal Acquisition Act 
would require Federal contractors to 
disclose any potential conflicts of in-
terest before they are awarded a Fed-
eral contract to ensure they are effec-
tively serving the taxpayers. In the 
Senate it was bipartisan, and it should 
pass without objection and without 
delay. 

Also included in today’s rule is the 
Law Enforcement De-Escalation Train-
ing Act, which would direct the De-
partment of Justice to develop 
trainings on alternatives to the use of 
force and safely to respond to an indi-
vidual experiencing a mental health, 
behavioral health, or suicidal crisis. 
We shouldn’t even have to be including 
this bill in the rule, but unfortunately, 
partisan politics caused it to need to be 
reconsidered this week. 

On this topic, I am proud that the 
district I represent is leading the way 
with an initiative we call A3, anyone, 
anywhere, anytime. This program con-
nects people in need of mental health 
support that is outside the police sys-
tem to help respond to the emergency 
while simultaneously allowing the po-
lice to focus on more appropriate po-
lice matters. 

This was a long, developed partner-
ship between our behavioral health de-
partments and our local law enforce-
ment, which support it very strongly, 
and is working to protect the public. 

Finally, the rule includes a 1-week 
continuing resolution. Appropriators 
are hard at work to come to a year- 
long agreement over spending, and 
they need an extra week to finalize it. 

Mr. Speaker, we have a wonderful op-
portunity this week to make trans-
formative changes with these bills. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. RESCHENTHALER. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank the distinguished gen-
tleman and my good friend from Cali-
fornia for yielding me the customary 30 
minutes, and I yield myself such time 
as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, the rule before us pro-
vides for consideration of four pieces of 
legislation that are, once again, noth-
ing but missed opportunities to address 
the multiple crises facing our country 
under the Biden Presidency. 

Rather than working with Repub-
licans to actually address the unmiti-
gated crisis at our southern border, to 
address the cold war we have with 

China, the proxy war we have with 
Russia, or the historic levels of infla-
tion, Democrats are rushing to the 
floor these half-baked legislative items 
that will create more problems than 
they aim to solve. 

Look no further than S. 3905, the Pre-
venting Organizational Conflicts of In-
terest in Federal Acquisition Act. In-
stead of making meaningful reforms to 
Federal acquisition policy, this legisla-
tion is duplicative, and it is contradic-
tory to existing policies. It also tells 
the Federal Acquisition Regulatory 
Council to do something that it is al-
ready required to do. 

Additionally, this rule provides for 
consideration of H.R. 1948, the VA Em-
ployee Fairness Act. This legislation 
would put veteran patients at risk by 
shifting questions of professional con-
duct to collective bargaining. 

The Secretary of the VA has been 
and should continue to be directly ac-
countable for the quality of care pro-
vided to our veterans at the VA. 

While we are focusing on these un-
necessary bills, China has recently 
signed a $50 billion trade deal with our 
ally Saudi Arabia; Putin, once again, 
threatened to launch a nuclear war on 
the West; and the wealth of the average 
American has dropped to the lowest 
level ever recorded. 

The chief of the U.S. Border Patrol 
reported that over the weekend there 
were over 16,000 migrant encounters at 
the border—and wait for it—that was 
in a 48-hour period, 16,000 in less than 2 
days, but President Biden hasn’t 
stepped foot on the southern border 
since he took office. 

Last week, when he was not visiting 
the border while in Arizona, President 
Joe Biden was asked about that, and 
his response was ‘‘There are more im-
portant things going on.’’ 

Yet, during the administration there 
have been nearly 5 million illegal im-
migrant crossings at our southern bor-
der, and that includes 1 million got- 
aways. These are individuals that we 
have no record of that we just know es-
caped into the interior of the country. 

Yet, Biden has failed at protecting 
our southern border just as he failed in 
America’s prisoner swap with Presi-
dent Putin. The administration effec-
tively surrendered to Putin by swap-
ping a woke celebrity basketball player 
for the ‘‘Merchant of Death,’’ an inter-
national arms smuggler with the blood 
of Americans on his hands. 

This disastrous negotiation is just 
another failed foreign policy decision 
that was based on Russia’s terms, not 
ours. This rash decision left two other 
Americans detained in Russia: Pitts-
burgh history teacher Marc Fogel, and 
U.S. Marine Paul Whelan. They have 
no clear chance of returning home now. 
We have lost all leverage unless—I am 
going to be surprised to discover that— 
we have two ‘‘merchants of death’’ in a 
Federal prison in the U.S. Something 
tells me that is not the case. 

What we should be doing is we should 
be immediately acting to protect our 

national security. We should be ensur-
ing the safe return of all Americans 
that are wrongfully detained abroad. 
We should be working to secure the 
southern border. We should not be 
passing ill-conceived and unnecessary 
legislation. To be frank, our time is too 
precious, and our challenges are too 
great. 

Mr. Speaker, for those reasons, I urge 
my colleagues to oppose this rule, and 
I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Speaker, I in-
clude in the RECORD an ABC news piece 
titled: ‘‘Lawmakers aim to strengthen 
transparency in the lucrative—and 
murky—Federal contracting process.’’ 

[From ABC News] 
LAWMAKERS AIM TO STRENGTHEN TRANS-

PARENCY IN THE LUCRATIVE—AND MURKY— 
FEDERAL, CONTRACTING PROCESS 

(By Soo Rin Kim) 
A bipartisan coalition of senators intro-

duced legislation on Monday meant to im-
prove transparency in the highly competi-
tive and notoriously murky federal con-
tracting process, taking aim at companies 
that accept lucrative work from government 
agencies without having to disclose potential 
conflicts of interest 

The bill, called the Preventing Organiza-
tional Conflicts of Interest in Federal Acqui-
sition Act would seek to mitigate conflict- 
of-interest concerns by forcing contractors 
to ‘‘disclose other parts of their business 
that conflict with the work they are bidding 
to perform for the government,’’ according 
to Sen. Gary Peters, D–Mich., chairman of 
the Homeland Security and Governmental 
Affairs Committee. 

‘‘If we don’t know whether [federal con-
tractors] are serving other, potentially con-
flicting interest, we can’t be confident that 
Americans are getting exactly what they pay 
for,’’ said Sen. Chuck Grassley, R–Iowa, a co-
sponsor of the bill. 

For many American companies, federal 
contracts represent a crucial source of rev-
enue, as well as visibility and credibility. 
Firms from every major business sector com-
pete for this work, and winners often execute 
their end of the agreement while pursuing 
outside business opportunities—which some-
time overlap with their frederal contracts. 

While existing rules stipulate that govern-
ment agencies assess potential conflicts of 
interest before determining contract win-
ners, watchdogs say the process remains 
opaque. 

‘‘Based on current federal contract regula-
tions, agencies cannot always discern wheth-
er government contractors have business re-
lationships with foreign governments and 
private entities that could create a conflict 
of interest,’’ said Noah Bookbinder, presi-
dent of the nonprofit government watchdog 
group Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics 
in Washington. 

Scott Amey, general counsel for the gov-
ernment ethics watchdog Project on Govern-
ment Oversight, warned that ‘‘without more 
guidance, organizational conflicts of interest 
can result in unfair competitive advantages 
and biased contract awards—both of which 
compromise the impartiality of the federal 
government and the integrity of the con-
tracting process.’’ 

In a press release announcing the new leg-
islation, lawmakers cited reporting in 
ProPublica that raised conflict-of-interest 
questions about consulting giant McKinsey 
& Company’s recent work for the Food and 
Drug Administration. ProPublica reported 
that in at least one FDA contract, McKinsey 
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allegedly failed to disclose its conflicts of in-
terest with corporate pharmaceutical clients 
despite its contract with the agency obli-
gating the firm to do so. 

According to documents obtained by 
ProPublica, McKinsey allegedly advised the 
FDA’s drug-regulation division for more 
than a decade while simultaneously accept-
ing work from major pharmaceutical compa-
nies. In some cases, according to ProPublica, 
McKinsey helped those clients navigate FDA 
regulations while advising the FDA on how 
to strengthen regulations for the pharma-
ceutical industry. 

Sen. Maggie Hassan, D–N.H., said 
McKinsey’s handling of its work with the 
FDA demonstrates ‘‘the danger that con-
flicts of interest can pose in government con-
tracting.’’ 

‘‘Our bipartisan bill would help ensure that 
companies that enter into a contract with 
the government are acting in the best inter-
est of the American people,’’ Hassan said. 

McKinsey spokesperson Neil Grace told 
ABC News that McKinsey’s consulting work 
with pharmaceutical companies ‘‘did not cre-
ate a conflict of interest’’ for the firm’s work 
with the FDA because it ‘‘has not advised 
the FDA on regulatory policy or on specific 
pharmaceutical products.’’ Instead, said 
Grace, McKinsey’s work for the agency ‘‘fo-
cused on administrative and operational top-
ics, including improvements to organiza-
tional structures, business processes and 
technology.’’ 

‘‘Given the absence of a conflict of inter-
est, there was no requirement for any 
McKinsey disclosure,’’ Grace said. ‘‘That 
said, McKinsey’s proposals to the FDA fre-
quently mentioned the company’s and per-
sonnel’s experience with the pharmaceutical 
industry, making the FDA aware of this as-
pect of McKinsey’s work in the field.’’ 

Republican Senator Joni Ernst of Iowa 
joined Peters, Grassley, and Hassan in spon-
soring the federal legislation. 

Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Speaker, con-
flicts of interest are not a new issue, 
but it is clear that more needs to be 
done by this Congress. The American 
people ought to have faith that their 
tax dollars are being spent wisely on 
contractors who are working in their 
best interest. This bill will increase 
impartiality and integrity within the 
Federal consultant and contractor sys-
tem. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. RESCHENTHALER. Mr. Speak-
er, instead of addressing any of the cri-
ses that are actually facing this Na-
tion, House Democrats are allowing the 
Senate to ram through a huge omnibus 
spending bill that was written without 
the input of House Republicans and 
was written behind closed doors. 

In September, House Republicans 
were very clear in opposition to post-
poning a government funding fight to 
the Democrat-controlled lame-duck 
session. Once again, House Democrats 
failed to meet the fundamental duty of 
funding the government despite spend-
ing most of the year passing trillions of 
dollars in wasteful spending that has 
fueled inflation and driven up our debt. 

That is why if we defeat the previous 
question, I will personally offer an 
amendment to the rule to immediately 
strike sections 8 and 9 from the rule, 
which would strike the omnibus vehi-
cle from this rule. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent to insert the text of my amend-
ment in the RECORD, along with any ex-
traneous material, immediately prior 
to the vote on the previous question. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. RESCHENTHALER. Mr. Speak-

er, I yield 5 minutes to the gentleman 
from Texas (Mr. ROY), to explain the 
amendment. 

Mr. ROY. Mr. Speaker, I appreciate 
my friend from Pennsylvania, I appre-
ciate the Speaker, and the gentleman 
from California. 

Mr. Speaker, my friend from Penn-
sylvania and I share a love of outlaw 
country music, whether it is Texas- 
based—my preference—or generally. 
There is a famous picture of Johnny 
Cash standing up giving his middle fin-
ger, and it is on the cover of an album. 
If all 435 of us stood on the steps of the 
Capitol with our middle finger to the 
American people, it would be a more 
honest action than what we are engag-
ing in here on the floor of the people’s 
House right now. 

Let me tell you what is happening 
right now. In true swamp fashion, what 
we are about to do is deem as passed a 
House bill on Federal agency reporting 
goals with a House amendment to a 
previously passed Senate amendment 
to enable us to have a revenue meas-
ure—to enable us to give the Senate a 
revenue measure to satisfy the con-
stitutional requirement that revenue 
bills originate in the House. The House 
amendment to a Senate amendment 
fast-tracks the omnibus by allowing 
the Senate to bypass a motion to pro-
ceed vote. 

Now, that is a bunch of complicated, 
parliamentary procedure gobbledygook 
for the American people, but what it is 
is a fraud. It is a fraud. 

It is actually trying to end-run the 
rules in order to jam through what? A 
massive $1.7 trillion omnibus spending 
bill without any actual debate. That is 
what is happening right now on the 
floor of the House of Representatives, 
nothing else. 

In that $1.7 trillion bill—and pause 
for a second—what are we actually 
packaging here? A week-long con-
tinuing resolution to keep the govern-
ment open through this weekend into 
next week so negotiations can continue 
to wrap up this $1.7 trillion mon-
strosity. 

So the vote today is a vote to perpet-
uate and extend funding for a week to 
allow a $1.7 trillion omnibus spending 
bill in a lameduck Congress. That has 
not been done, by the way, in the last 
70 years when we have had a flip of the 
House, a flip in majority control of the 
House. We have not done that over the 
last 70 years. In the five times there 
has been a flip, we do not pass big 
spending bills in a lameduck Congress, 
which is what this is. My Democratic 
colleagues know it; my Democratic 
colleagues in the Senate know it; and 

the Senate Republicans who seem to be 
trying to grease the skids of this, they 
know it, as well. Here we sit. 

So to the American people, you need 
to understand what the people’s House 
is doing to you today—standing on the 
steps of the Capitol sticking their mid-
dle finger up at you would be more 
honest because this is defense spend-
ing, $858 billion, a 10 percent increase. 

We can debate the need for a defense 
spending increase. Many of us probably 
would agree we need to have more de-
fense spending, but we also need to fix 
the Department of Defense. We need to 
stop having it turn into a woke agency 
that is essentially social engineering 
wrapped in a uniform. Let’s fix the De-
partment of Defense. No, we are not de-
bating that. We are just going to give 
another blank check of 10 percent addi-
tional spending. 

But it is worse than that. We are now 
going to have nondefense spending re-
ports—we haven’t seen the text be-
cause, oh, no, the little people here in 
the House can’t see the text before we 
actually vote on this crap. No, no, no, 
they are going to jam it through with-
out seeing the text. Nondefense spend-
ing—reports indicate somewhere be-
tween an 8 to 11 percent increase. 

Now, to put that in context, we are 
talking about something in the order 
of $50 to $60 billion. Here is the thing, 
we just spent something like $2 trillion 
in nondefense discretionary plus-up 
during COVID, and we are now going to 
jump into this, and we are going to 
say, oh, yeah, I have got a good idea. 
Let’s jump up nondefense discretionary 
spending. That is all of the alphabet 
soup of all of the agencies that are at-
tacking the American people every sin-
gle day, empowering the FBI to des-
ignate parents as domestic terrorists, 
empowering the DHS to not actually 
secure the homeland while Americans 
are dying from fentanyl poisoning and 
immigrants are burning up 53 of them 
in a tractor trailer in San Antonio. 

That is what we are dealing with. 
This CR is the gateway drug to an om-
nibus spending bill next week. That is 
why we should oppose it. We should op-
pose the CR, we should oppose this 
rule, and we should oppose the omni-
bus. 

The American people deserve a House 
of Representatives that is actually 
doing the work of appropriating rather 
than jamming through an omnibus bill 
right before Christmas in a lameduck 
session after the American people 
spoke and sent a new majority to the 
people’s House. 

Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Speaker, first 
of all, my good friend from Pennsyl-
vania and the gentleman from Texas— 
you know, I am always open to work-
ing on these sometimes difficult rules 
that we have in our Congress. I respect 
the opinion, but I have a different per-
spective. What we are doing today is 
keeping the lights on. 

With all due respect, the last time 
the Republicans were in charge of the 
Congress the lights went off. That is 
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not good for anyone. It is not good for 
the American people, and it is not good 
for the world economy. 

b 1245 

What we are trying to do here in the 
House is make it a little bit easier for 
the arcane rules that, I think, most of 
us would agree to in the Senate to 
make it easier for the bill to come 
back over and, hopefully, have an 
agreement, a bipartisan agreement, on 
longer spending in an omnibus. 

With all due respect, we have some-
thing that we have here in these Cham-
bers: a disagreement. The tone, I think 
you can tell, of my voice is very dif-
ferent. But I do think the things that 
both gentlemen have brought up are 
real issues. 

Immigration is a real issue. We have 
tried, many of us, to come up with 
something that is bipartisan that leads 
to solutions to a difficult situation 
that multiple administrations and Con-
gresses have struggled for; that has a 
long history in this country when it 
comes to immigration, the benefit and 
the challenges around that; and being 
able to make sure that the bene-
ficiaries of immigration are consistent 
with treaties that we have signed 
around the world, and principles, but 
also to American citizens. 

On the other issues, those are all real 
issues. What we have here in front of us 
today in these resolutions are laws 
that will actually help the American 
people, too, and, lastly, will continue 
to keep the lights on by funding gov-
ernment. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. RESCHENTHALER. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I really can’t stand the 
cliche that history repeats itself, but 
that is true. To prove that, let me just 
read some excerpts from a Joe Biden 
speech from 2006. Joe Biden said: ‘‘The 
world is going to Hades in a 
handbasket. We are desperately con-
cerned about the circumstance relating 
to the avian flu. We do not have 
enough vaccines. We do not have 
enough police officers. And we are 
going to debate, the next 3 weeks, I am 
told, gay marriage, a flag amendment, 
and God only knows what else. I can’t 
believe the American people can’t see 
through this. We already have a law, 
the Defense of Marriage Act. We all 
voted.’’ 

That was Joe Biden in 2006. It sounds 
awfully familiar to what my colleagues 
across the aisle are doing now with 
these fluff bills, bills that are already 
on the books and nothing but a distrac-
tion from the real crises that are fac-
ing this Nation. 

To talk more about that, I yield 5 
minutes to the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. ROY), my good friend. 

Mr. ROY. Mr. Speaker, I understand 
the collegiality of the body and want-
ing to engage. I am happy to engage. 
We just never get a chance to engage. 

We are down here, basically, in a fake 
debate. That is what we all know. I 
mean, the truth is it is not like we 
have a body, a Chamber filled here with 
human beings debating this $1.7 trillion 
while we are $32 trillion in debt. I 
would be happy to. 

Why don’t we actually roll up our 
sleeves around these tables and do the 
work? But we don’t do that. 

We are literally down here, and we 
are going to do—what?—30 minutes a 
side, if we even do that, and then we 
are going to vote. We are going to vote 
on a rule that packages together, as I 
said, deeming as passed a House bill on 
Federal agency reporting goals with a 
House amendment to a previously 
passed Senate amendment to pass a 
$1.7 trillion omnibus, combined with a 
CR for an extension for a week, in a 
lame-duck Congress. That is the truth. 

The American people pull their hair 
out. They go, gosh, what on Earth is 
happening in Washington? 

Well, I will tell them what is hap-
pening in Washington. This, this is 
what is happening in Washington. 

We know what this is about. This is 
jamming through a bill at the eleventh 
hour to get the political priorities of 
the current Democratic majority, and 
a handful of Senate Republicans are 
happy to do it so they can get pork. 

The House and the Senate have re-
quested a total of $16 billion for 7,500 
earmarks. The top requester: Senator 
RICHARD SHELBY, ranking member of 
Senate Appropriations, with $656 mil-
lion. This is a nice little send-off for 
the appropriators in the Senate. 

But the fact of the matter is the 
American people are the ones who get 
screwed in this deal. They are the ones 
who end up losing their country with 
$32 trillion in debt. 

There is no justification for ramping 
up spending an additional 10 percent 
for nondefense discretionary after all 
the money that has been spent under 
COVID and using the Defense Depart-
ment as the backs upon which you are 
going to place the debt of our children 
and grandchildren and say that, ‘‘Oh, 
yes, we are doing this for defense.’’ 
That is just wrong. 

At what point are we actually going 
to do the work of the American people 
in the people’s House? At what point 
are we going to actually debate? At 
what point are we actually going to 
amend? At what point are we actually 
going to live within our means and 
stop writing checks we can’t cash? 

The American people are staring at 
us. They throw their hands up in the 
air and wonder what has become of the 
country that their brothers and sisters 
and dads and moms and daughters and 
sons have fought for. 

Why do we stand in front of that 
flag? Why do we open in prayer? Why 
do we say the Pledge of Allegiance if 
we are going to rip apart the flag right 
here in this body, in this Chamber? Be-
cause that is what we are doing, using 
backroom deals, dropping these bills on 
the floor, and not allowing us to actu-

ally engage in debate over these impor-
tant matters. 

The American people are tired of 
spending money we don’t have, and 
they are tired of open borders. They 
are tired of empowering bureaucrats 
like the FBI. They are tired of forced 
vaccine mandates at the Department of 
Defense. They are tired of an IRS 
harassing the American people, alleg-
edly, for more revenue. They are tired 
of an NIH and a CDC making it up as 
they go along and shutting down 
economies and jamming it down the 
throats of the American people. They 
are tired of an EPA and a Department 
of the Interior restricting Americans’ 
ability to have reliable energy. The 
American people are tired of it. 

I hope help is on the way. I am glad 
the Republicans seem united against 
this in the House, and I am looking at 
MITCH MCCONNELL when I say this: Do 
your job, Leader MCCONNELL. Do your 
job, and follow the wishes of the Amer-
ican people, who gave a majority to Re-
publicans in the House of Representa-
tives. Let’s stop this bill. 

Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

We are not talking about the Federal 
budget in its entirety today. That will 
continue to be negotiated and debated, 
and there will be a vote on it. 

What we are talking about are spe-
cific resolutions that the Committee 
on Rules has passed down here to this 
body to talk about protecting workers 
who protect veterans. That is what we 
are talking about today. We are talk-
ing about improving healthcare for 
America’s veterans that we all say we 
respect, admire, and honor. 

We know that when people are able 
to organize in the workplace, or at 
least to present the opportunity, they 
are safer. Research shows that hos-
pitals that have had the ability for 
workers and nurses to organize and 
have a fair say in how they treat their 
patients, that mortality rates improve, 
that people are served better. That is 
what we are talking about today. 

We are talking about giving police 
departments the resources they need in 
the world today so that behavioral 
health people can do their job, so that 
police officers can do their job and not 
respond to almost one in four calls in 
the United States that involve mental 
health, where the police officers are 
asked to do something that they 
shouldn’t be asked to do. 

As I mentioned in my opening com-
ments, I have spent 30 years involved 
in my own district—from a mayor of a 
city of 130,000 people, to the legisla-
ture, to this body—developing pro-
grams with the police department in 
behavioral health, which started with a 
conversation with a beat patrolman 
and a mental health clinician. All it is 
about is improving the safety of Ameri-
cans. That is what we are talking 
about here. 
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We are talking about helping with 

the opioid crisis. I haven’t heard any-
thing from the gentleman about the 
things that are actually in this rule. 

Do we want to help people with the 
high mortality and suicide crisis in 
opioids that we know now, from the 
hearings that we have had, that the 
chair and I have asked for in the Com-
mittee on Oversight? 

We brought the CEOs of the largest 
corporation, Johnson & Johnson, to 
testify in front of Congress about what 
they did at what used to be a great 
American pharmaceutical company 
that once had one of the most admired 
CEOs in the world and now has some-
body who has lied on his college re-
sume twice and has helped to kill 
Americans by deliberately 
turbocharging the sale of opioids to 
Americans. 

That is what we are talking about in 
this rule, holding people accountable. 

McKinsey & Company, a company 
that was based in San Francisco for 
years—I have known people who lived 
in my district and worked there. It 
once was a shining light of American 
innovation and management. Now, it 
has fallen to this epitome of greed and 
hypocrisy. That is what we are talking 
about, stopping that kind of behavior, 
in this rule. 

We are talking about keeping the 
lights on in the United States Con-
gress, and the Federal Government, for 
1 week so that we can have an omni-
bus, and then we can debate those 
other things. 

Do I agree that the process is not 
perfect? I agree. Do I agree we could do 
better? I agree, and I am open to those 
things. But let’s focus on what is in 
this rule. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. RESCHENTHALER. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

Once again, this rule provides for 
four pieces of legislation that, once 
again, are just missed opportunities to 
actually address the problems we are 
facing. 

Let’s talk about one of the biggest 
problems, and that is the southern bor-
der. To contextualize this, let me give 
you some stats. This year, 98 suspected 
terrorists have been apprehended at-
tempting to cross the southern border. 
Think about that. 

It took 19 hijackers on 9/11 to pull off 
the largest terrorist attack in this 
country. In this year alone, we have let 
98 suspected terrorists walk across the 
southern border. 

In October, there were over 230,000 il-
legal immigrant encounters at the 
southern border. That is just in Octo-
ber. To put that into context, that is a 
334 percent increase from the average 
number of October encounters under 
President Trump. 

In November, there were more than 
70,000 known got-aways at the southern 
border. That is a historic record. 

What is really worse is the fentanyl 
crisis, the fentanyl that is coming 

across the southern border. There were 
more than 14,000 pounds of illicit 
fentanyl seized in fiscal year 2022. That 
is a record. 

As a reminder, a lethal dose of 
fentanyl is only 2 milligrams. Fentanyl 
was responsible for two-thirds of all 
drug overdoses last year. 

There has been a 94 percent increase 
in fentanyl deaths since 2019. To put 
that into more context, that is one 
fentanyl overdose every 7 minutes in 
the United States. 

Just 5 to 10 percent of the drugs com-
ing across the southern border are 
seized by our Border Patrol agents. 

What does the administration say on 
this? It is classic gaslighting. I will 
quote Joe Biden once again. He said, 
‘‘There are more important things 
going on.’’ Kamala Harris, the so-called 
border czar, said the border is secure. 
DHS Secretary Mayorkas said, look, 
the border is secure. 

They are either gaslighting, or they 
have no connection and no grounding 
in reality. 

As far as the omnibus, let’s just go 
back to September. In September, 
House Democrats were clear in their 
opposition to postponing a government 
funding fight to the Democrat-con-
trolled lame-duck session. We didn’t 
want it then; we don’t want it now. 

Unfortunately, on September 30, a 
continuing resolution was passed fund-
ing the government through December 
16. So, here we are today. 

This 1-week continuing resolution is 
an attempt to buy additional time for 
a massive lame-duck spending bill in 
which House Republicans had no seat 
at the negotiating table. 

We will soon be in the majority. Re-
publicans will soon be in the majority. 
We will be in the driver’s seat to fight 
for our priorities. That is why every 
Republican should be a ‘‘no’’ on the 
Democrats’ lame-duck omnibus spend-
ing bill. 

To talk more about the omnibus, I 
yield 4 minutes to the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. ROY). 

Mr. ROY. Mr. Speaker, the gen-
tleman from California talked about 
the extent to which the process is bad 
and that we can do better. Well, I am 
glad that he agrees with that. 

The question is, well, let’s agree 
right now to amend the CR to March. 
Why don’t we do that? Why don’t we 
agree right now to amend the con-
tinuing resolution until March? 

Well, we know why my Democratic 
colleagues don’t want to do that, right? 
They don’t want to have a full- 
throated debate on this. They don’t 
want to have an actual discussion. 

Why don’t we have an open process? 
Why don’t we actually have amend-
ments here on the floor of the House? 
We haven’t been able to offer an 
amendment on the floor of the House of 
Representatives since May 2016. 

But the gentleman from California 
knows this. My colleagues on the other 
side of the aisle know this. This isn’t 
about actually saying let’s have a proc-

ess that works. It is the opposite. It is 
using Christmas and the end of the 
year to jam this through, not to buy 
time with a 1-week CR so we can nego-
tiate. 

Who is negotiating? Three people in a 
room? We are not. We are not debating 
this on the floor. We are not going to 
do it in the light of day. No. What is 
going to happen is one big bill will be 
dropped on the floor after this rule is 
jammed through, on the 23rd of Decem-
ber, 2 days before Christmas, inten-
tionally, right before Christmas, in 
order to force everybody to come in, 
with no amendments, to vote up or 
down on $1.7 trillion. 

How on Earth did we end up $32 tril-
lion in debt? That is how, and there is 
no actual resolve to do anything about 
that. 

Again, control of the House of Rep-
resentatives has shifted from one party 
to the other five times since 1954. In 
none of those years have we had the 
outgoing Congress pass a comprehen-
sive spending bill in the lame duck 
that is after the election. We shouldn’t 
do it now. We shouldn’t do it in the fu-
ture. 

One last point: If there is a debate in 
the Senate right now and some of our 
Senate colleagues decide to object to 
the continuing resolution, which I 
would support, which would then call 
into question the funding on Saturday, 
when we wake up, let’s be very clear 
that it is Democrats who would be 
risking shutting down the government 
because they are so married to funding 
the alphabet soup of the bureaucracy 
throughout this town that is strangling 
the American people, strangling pros-
perity, spending money we don’t have, 
refusing to secure the border, empow-
ering FBI agents to go after the Amer-
ican people. Those are the priorities of 
my Democratic colleagues. 

If there is any debate on Saturday as 
to whether the lights are going to be 
turned on in the government, it is on 
the hands of Democrats married to a 
bureaucracy rather than standing up in 
defense of the American people who 
send us here. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the 
President or the Vice President. 

b 1300 
Mr. RESCHENTHALER. Mr. Speak-

er, I yield myself the balance of my 
time for closing. 

Lives are being lost while President 
Biden and Congressional Democrats 
continue to ignore the crisis at our 
southern border. Tragically, just last 
week, on December 7, United States 
Border Patrol Agent Raul Humberto 
Gonzalez, Jr., was killed while chasing 
a group of migrants across the border. 

To go back to that quote from Presi-
dent Biden about the southern border 
and about why he hasn’t visited, de-
spite the fact that he was just in Ari-
zona, ‘‘There are more important 
things going on.’’ That is what Presi-
dent Biden has to say; stinging words 
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given the deaths and casualties that we 
are seeing at the southern border and 
the fentanyl deaths and overdoses in 
the interior of this country. 

It is absolutely maddening to see 
such a flagrant disregard not only for 
our hardworking Border Patrol agents 
but our Nation’s immigration system 
as a whole. For that reason, we must 
bring the border crisis to an end. 

But President Joe Biden and Con-
gressional Democrats have manufac-
tured this historic crisis on our south-
ern border by halting the construction 
of the border wall, ending Trump’s re-
main in Mexico policy, and refusing to 
visit the border. 

U.S. Border Patrol facilities are be-
coming overrun with thousands of ille-
gal immigrants in custody. This crisis 
is only getting worse. On December 21, 
title 42 ends, a powerful tool that al-
lowed border officials to expel more 
than 2 million migrants during the 
pandemic. There now have been 20 
straight months of over 150,000 illegal 
border crossings. 

Yet, with today’s rule, House Demo-
crats continue to ignore this historic 
disaster at our border. This crisis could 
not be more devastating to the sov-
ereignty and the security of our Na-
tion. 

Mr. Speaker, for those reasons, I urge 
my colleagues to vote ‘‘no’’ on the rule, 
and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time for 
closing. 

Mr. Speaker, let me say that I always 
enjoy being on the floor and debating 
my friend from Pennsylvania. I will 
miss this if I am not afforded the op-
portunity to do it again. 

Mr. Speaker, again, focusing on the 
rule here. First in this rule, we are 
helping veterans. We are helping the 
people who serve veterans to be able to 
organize. 

One of my favorite quotes on the 
ability of workers to have a voice is 
from Dwight David Eisenhower, who 
said, Only a fool would try to stop an 
American man or woman in the work-
place from organizing. 

So that is the first point, helping 
people to have a voice in the VA to 
serve our veterans better. 

The second point is on holding 
McKinsey & Company, a very large cor-
poration, American company, account-
able for their role in the opioid epi-
demic. 

Third in the rule is helping our in-
vestment in public safety, a bipartisan 
effort that came out of the Senate, to 
help provide them to de-escalate when 
they are in a difficult situation. 

Lastly, we are here to keep the lights 
on. 

Mr. Speaker, while I appreciate the 
debate and the passion, we do have 
work to do today, and I would request 
and ask Democrats and Republicans to 
vote ‘‘yes’’ on this rule. 

This rule is an important step in 
passing these bills that will make a dif-

ference in the lives of the Americans 
that we represent and help restore 
faith in this institution and the gov-
ernment. 

Mr. Speaker, I strongly support the 
legislation, and I urge a ‘‘yes’’ vote on 
the rule and the previous question. 

The material previously referred to 
by Mr. RESCHENTHALER is as follows: 

AMENDMENT TO HOUSE RESOLUTION 1518 

Strike sections 8 and 9. 

Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time, and 
I move the previous question on the 
resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on ordering the previous 
question. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. RESCHENTHALER. Mr. Speak-
er, on that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 9 of rule XX, this 15- 
minute vote on ordering the previous 
question will be followed by 5-minute 
votes on: 

Adoption of the resolution, if or-
dered; 

The motion to recommit on H.R. 
3648; 

Passage of H.R. 3648, if ordered; and 
An en bloc motion to suspend the 

rules, if ordered. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 212, nays 
210, not voting 8, as follows: 

[Roll No. 520] 

YEAS—212 

Adams 
Aguilar 
Allred 
Auchincloss 
Axne 
Barragán 
Beatty 
Bera 
Beyer 
Bishop (GA) 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 
Bourdeaux 
Bowman 
Boyle, Brendan 

F. 
Brown (MD) 
Brown (OH) 
Brownley 
Bustos 
Butterfield 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carson 
Cartwright 
Case 
Casten 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Cherfilus- 

McCormick 
Chu 
Cicilline 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Connolly 
Cooper 
Correa 
Costa 
Courtney 
Craig 

Crow 
Cuellar 
Davids (KS) 
Davis, Danny K. 
Dean 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Demings 
DeSaulnier 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Doyle, Michael 

F. 
Escobar 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Evans 
Fletcher 
Foster 
Frankel, Lois 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garcı́a (IL) 
Garcia (TX) 
Golden 
Gomez 
Gonzalez, 

Vicente 
Gottheimer 
Green, Al (TX) 
Grijalva 
Harder (CA) 
Hayes 
Higgins (NY) 
Himes 
Horsford 
Houlahan 
Hoyer 
Huffman 
Jackson Lee 
Jacobs (CA) 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 

Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (TX) 
Jones 
Kahele 
Kaptur 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Khanna 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Kim (NJ) 
Kind 
Kirkpatrick 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster 
Lamb 
Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Lawrence 
Lawson (FL) 
Lee (CA) 
Leger Fernandez 
Levin (CA) 
Levin (MI) 
Lieu 
Lofgren 
Lowenthal 
Luria 
Lynch 
Malinowski 
Maloney, 

Carolyn B. 
Maloney, Sean 
Manning 
Matsui 
McBath 
McCollum 
McGovern 
McNerney 
Meeks 
Meng 
Mfume 
Moore (WI) 
Morelle 

Moulton 
Mrvan 
Murphy (FL) 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Neguse 
Newman 
Norcross 
O’Halleran 
Ocasio-Cortez 
Omar 
Pallone 
Panetta 
Pappas 
Pascrell 
Payne 
Peltola 
Perlmutter 
Peters 
Phillips 
Pingree 
Pocan 
Pressley 
Price (NC) 
Quigley 
Rice (NY) 
Ross 

Roybal-Allard 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Ryan (NY) 
Ryan (OH) 
Sánchez 
Sarbanes 
Scanlon 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Schrader 
Schrier 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, David 
Sewell 
Sherman 
Sherrill 
Sires 
Slotkin 
Smith (WA) 
Soto 
Spanberger 
Speier 
Stansbury 
Stanton 
Stevens 

Strickland 
Suozzi 
Swalwell 
Takano 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Titus 
Tlaib 
Tonko 
Torres (CA) 
Torres (NY) 
Trahan 
Trone 
Underwood 
Vargas 
Veasey 
Velázquez 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson Coleman 
Welch 
Wexton 
Wild 
Williams (GA) 
Wilson (FL) 
Yarmuth 

NAYS—210 

Aderholt 
Allen 
Amodei 
Armstrong 
Arrington 
Babin 
Bacon 
Baird 
Balderson 
Banks 
Barr 
Bentz 
Bergman 
Bice (OK) 
Biggs 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (NC) 
Boebert 
Bost 
Brady 
Brooks 
Buchanan 
Buck 
Bucshon 
Budd 
Burchett 
Burgess 
Calvert 
Cammack 
Carey 
Carl 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (TX) 
Cawthorn 
Chabot 
Cline 
Cloud 
Clyde 
Cole 
Comer 
Conway 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Curtis 
Davidson 
Davis, Rodney 
DesJarlais 
Diaz-Balart 
Donalds 
Duncan 
Dunn 
Ellzey 
Emmer 
Estes 
Fallon 
Feenstra 
Ferguson 
Finstad 
Fischbach 
Fitzgerald 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Flood 
Flores 
Foxx 
Franklin, C. 

Scott 
Fulcher 
Gaetz 

Gallagher 
Garbarino 
Garcia (CA) 
Gibbs 
Gimenez 
Gohmert 
Gonzales, Tony 
Gonzalez (OH) 
Good (VA) 
Gooden (TX) 
Gosar 
Granger 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Greene (GA) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Harris 
Harshbarger 
Hartzler 
Hern 
Herrell 
Herrera Beutler 
Hice (GA) 
Higgins (LA) 
Hill 
Hollingsworth 
Hudson 
Huizenga 
Issa 
Jackson 
Jacobs (NY) 
Johnson (LA) 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson (SD) 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Joyce (PA) 
Katko 
Keller 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kim (CA) 
Kinzinger 
Kustoff 
LaHood 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Latta 
LaTurner 
Lesko 
Letlow 
Long 
Loudermilk 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Mace 
Malliotakis 
Mann 
Massie 
Mast 
McCarthy 
McCaul 
McClain 
McClintock 
McHenry 
McKinley 

Meijer 
Meuser 
Miller (IL) 
Miller (WV) 
Miller-Meeks 
Moolenaar 
Mooney 
Moore (AL) 
Moore (UT) 
Mullin 
Murphy (NC) 
Nehls 
Newhouse 
Norman 
Obernolte 
Owens 
Palazzo 
Palmer 
Pence 
Perry 
Pfluger 
Posey 
Reschenthaler 
Rice (SC) 
Rodgers (WA) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rose 
Rosendale 
Rouzer 
Roy 
Rutherford 
Salazar 
Scalise 
Schweikert 
Scott, Austin 
Sempolinski 
Sessions 
Simpson 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smucker 
Spartz 
Stauber 
Steel 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Steube 
Stewart 
Taylor 
Tenney 
Thompson (PA) 
Tiffany 
Timmons 
Turner 
Upton 
Valadao 
Van Drew 
Van Duyne 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Waltz 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 08:45 Dec 15, 2022 Jkt 039060 PO 00000 Frm 00021 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K14DE7.039 H14DEPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

12
6Q

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH9752 December 14, 2022 
Williams (TX) 
Wilson (SC) 

Wittman 
Womack 

Yakym 
Zeldin 

NOT VOTING—8 

Bush 
Carter (LA) 
Cheney 

Green (TN) 
Hinson 
Lee (NV) 

Porter 
Raskin 

b 1347 

Mr. BUDD, Ms. TENNEY, and Mr. 
COMER changed their vote from ‘‘yea’’ 
to ‘‘nay.’’ 

So the previous question was ordered. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
Stated for: 
Mrs. LEE of Nevada. Mr. Speaker, had I 

been present, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on 
rollcall No. 520. 

MEMBERS RECORDED PURSUANT TO HOUSE 
RESOLUTION 8, 117TH CONGRESS 

Axne (Pappas) 
Beatty (Neguse) 
Boebert (Gaetz) 
Brooks (Moore 

(AL)) 
Brown (MD) 

(Evans) 
Cawthorn (Gaetz) 
Cherfilus- 

McCormick 
(Brown (OH)) 

Cicilline 
(Jayapal) 

Clyburn 
(Butterfield) 

DeFazio 
(Pallone) 

Dingell (Pappas) 
Doyle, Michael 

F. (Evans) 
Dunn (Salazar) 
Escobar (Garcia 

(TX)) 
Espaillat 

(Correa) 

Gosar (Weber 
(TX)) 

Jacobs (NY) 
(Sempolinski) 

Johnson (TX) 
(Pallone) 

Kelly (IL) 
(Horsford) 

Kim (NJ) 
(Pallone) 

Kirkpatrick 
(Pallone) 

Krishnamoorthi 
(Pappas) 

Larson (CT) 
(Pappas) 

Lawson (FL) 
(Evans) 

Levin (CA) 
(Huffman) 

Meeks (Horsford) 
Newman (Correa) 
Norcross 

(Pallone) 
Ocasio-Cortez 

(Tlaib) 

O’Halleran 
(Pappas) 

Palazzo 
(Fleischmann) 

Pascrell 
(Pallone) 

Payne (Pallone) 
Pressley 

(Neguse) 
Rice (SC) (Weber 

(TX)) 
Rush (Beyer) 
Sewell (DelBene) 
Simpson 

(Fulcher) 
Sires (Pallone) 
Speier (Garcia 

(TX)) 
Stevens (Craig) 
Strickland 

(Correa) 
Tiffany 

(Fitzgerald) 
Titus (Pallone) 
Welch (Pallone) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the resolution. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. RESCHENTHALER. Mr. Speak-
er, on that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
This is a 5-minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 216, nays 
206, not voting 8, as follows: 

[Roll No. 521] 

YEAS—216 

Adams 
Aguilar 
Allred 
Auchincloss 
Axne 
Barragán 
Beatty 
Bera 
Beyer 
Bishop (GA) 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 
Bourdeaux 
Bowman 
Boyle, Brendan 

F. 
Brown (MD) 
Brown (OH) 
Brownley 
Bush 
Bustos 
Butterfield 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carson 
Cartwright 
Case 

Casten 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Cherfilus- 

McCormick 
Chu 
Cicilline 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Connolly 
Cooper 
Correa 
Costa 
Courtney 
Craig 
Crow 
Cuellar 
Davids (KS) 
Davis, Danny K. 
Dean 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Demings 

DeSaulnier 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Doyle, Michael 

F. 
Escobar 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Evans 
Fletcher 
Foster 
Frankel, Lois 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garcı́a (IL) 
Garcia (TX) 
Golden 
Gomez 
Gonzalez, 

Vicente 
Gottheimer 
Green, Al (TX) 
Grijalva 
Harder (CA) 
Hayes 
Higgins (NY) 
Himes 
Horsford 

Houlahan 
Hoyer 
Huffman 
Jackson Lee 
Jacobs (CA) 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (TX) 
Jones 
Kahele 
Kaptur 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Khanna 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Kim (NJ) 
Kind 
Kirkpatrick 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster 
Lamb 
Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Lawrence 
Lawson (FL) 
Lee (CA) 
Lee (NV) 
Leger Fernandez 
Levin (CA) 
Levin (MI) 
Lieu 
Lofgren 
Lowenthal 
Luria 
Lynch 
Malinowski 
Maloney, 

Carolyn B. 
Maloney, Sean 
Manning 
Matsui 
McBath 
McCollum 

McGovern 
McNerney 
Meeks 
Meng 
Mfume 
Moore (WI) 
Morelle 
Moulton 
Mrvan 
Murphy (FL) 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Neguse 
Newman 
Norcross 
O’Halleran 
Ocasio-Cortez 
Omar 
Pallone 
Panetta 
Pappas 
Pascrell 
Payne 
Peltola 
Perlmutter 
Peters 
Phillips 
Pingree 
Pocan 
Porter 
Pressley 
Price (NC) 
Quigley 
Raskin 
Rice (NY) 
Ross 
Roybal-Allard 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Ryan (NY) 
Ryan (OH) 
Sánchez 
Sarbanes 
Scanlon 

Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Schrader 
Schrier 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, David 
Sewell 
Sherman 
Sherrill 
Sires 
Slotkin 
Smith (WA) 
Soto 
Spanberger 
Speier 
Stansbury 
Stanton 
Stevens 
Strickland 
Suozzi 
Swalwell 
Takano 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Titus 
Tlaib 
Tonko 
Torres (CA) 
Torres (NY) 
Trahan 
Trone 
Underwood 
Vargas 
Veasey 
Velázquez 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson Coleman 
Welch 
Wexton 
Wild 
Williams (GA) 
Wilson (FL) 
Yarmuth 

NAYS—206 

Aderholt 
Allen 
Amodei 
Armstrong 
Arrington 
Babin 
Bacon 
Baird 
Balderson 
Banks 
Barr 
Bentz 
Bergman 
Bice (OK) 
Biggs 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (NC) 
Boebert 
Bost 
Brady 
Buchanan 
Buck 
Bucshon 
Burchett 
Burgess 
Calvert 
Cammack 
Carey 
Carl 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (TX) 
Cawthorn 
Chabot 
Cline 
Cloud 
Clyde 
Cole 
Comer 
Conway 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Curtis 
Davidson 
Davis, Rodney 
DesJarlais 
Diaz-Balart 
Donalds 
Duncan 
Dunn 
Ellzey 
Emmer 

Estes 
Fallon 
Feenstra 
Ferguson 
Finstad 
Fischbach 
Fitzgerald 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Flood 
Flores 
Foxx 
Franklin, C. 

Scott 
Fulcher 
Gaetz 
Gallagher 
Garbarino 
Garcia (CA) 
Gibbs 
Gimenez 
Gohmert 
Gonzales, Tony 
Gonzalez (OH) 
Good (VA) 
Gooden (TX) 
Gosar 
Granger 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Greene (GA) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Harris 
Harshbarger 
Hartzler 
Hern 
Herrell 
Herrera Beutler 
Hice (GA) 
Higgins (LA) 
Hill 
Hollingsworth 
Hudson 
Huizenga 
Issa 
Jackson 
Jacobs (NY) 
Johnson (LA) 

Johnson (OH) 
Johnson (SD) 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Joyce (PA) 
Katko 
Keller 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kim (CA) 
Kinzinger 
Kustoff 
LaHood 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Latta 
LaTurner 
Lesko 
Letlow 
Long 
Loudermilk 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Mace 
Malliotakis 
Mann 
Massie 
Mast 
McCarthy 
McCaul 
McClain 
McClintock 
McHenry 
McKinley 
Meijer 
Meuser 
Miller (IL) 
Miller (WV) 
Miller-Meeks 
Moolenaar 
Mooney 
Moore (UT) 
Mullin 
Murphy (NC) 
Nehls 
Newhouse 
Norman 
Obernolte 
Palazzo 
Palmer 
Pence 

Perry 
Pfluger 
Posey 
Reschenthaler 
Rice (SC) 
Rodgers (WA) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rose 
Rosendale 
Rouzer 
Roy 
Rutherford 
Salazar 
Scalise 
Schweikert 
Scott, Austin 
Sempolinski 

Sessions 
Simpson 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smucker 
Spartz 
Stauber 
Steel 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Steube 
Stewart 
Taylor 
Tenney 
Thompson (PA) 
Tiffany 
Timmons 

Turner 
Upton 
Valadao 
Van Drew 
Van Duyne 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Waltz 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Williams (TX) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Yakym 
Zeldin 

NOT VOTING—8 

Brooks 
Budd 
Carter (LA) 

Cheney 
Green (TN) 
Hinson 

Moore (AL) 
Owens 

b 1404 

So the resolution was agreed to. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
MEMBERS RECORDED PURSUANT TO HOUSE 

RESOLUTION 8, 117TH CONGRESS 

Axne (Pappas) 
Beatty (Neguse) 
Boebert (Gaetz) 
Brown (MD) 

(Evans) 
Cawthorn (Gaetz) 
Cherfilus- 

McCormick 
(Brown (OH)) 

Cicilline 
(Jayapal) 

Clyburn 
(Butterfield) 

DeFazio 
(Pallone) 

Dingell (Pappas) 
Doyle, Michael 

F. (Evans) 
Dunn (Salazar) 
Escobar (Garcia 

(TX)) 
Espaillat 

(Correa) 
Gosar (Weber 

(TX)) 

Jacobs (NY) 
(Sempolinski) 

Johnson (TX) 
(Pallone) 

Kelly (IL) 
(Horsford) 

Kim (NJ) 
(Pallone) 

Kirkpatrick 
(Pallone) 

Krishnamoorthi 
(Pappas) 

Larson (CT) 
(Pappas) 

Lawson (FL) 
(Evans) 

Levin (CA) 
(Huffman) 

Meeks (Horsford) 
Newman (Correa) 
Norcross 

(Pallone) 
Ocasio-Cortez 

(Tlaib) 
O’Halleran 

(Pappas) 

Palazzo 
(Fleischmann) 

Pascrell 
(Pallone) 

Payne (Pallone) 
Porter (Beyer) 
Pressley 

(Neguse) 
Rice (SC) (Weber 

(TX)) 
Rush (Beyer) 
Sewell (DelBene) 
Simpson 

(Fulcher) 
Sires (Pallone) 
Speier (Garcia 

(TX)) 
Stevens (Craig) 
Strickland 

(Correa) 
Tiffany 

(Fitzgerald) 
Titus (Pallone) 
Welch (Pallone) 

f 

APPROVAL OF REGULATIONS RE-
LATING TO FAMILY AND MED-
ICAL LEAVE ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 1518, H. Res. 
1516 is considered adopted. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1516 

Resolved, 
SECTION 1. APPROVAL OF REGULATIONS RELAT-

ING TO FAMILY AND MEDICAL 
LEAVE ACT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The regulations described 
in subsection (b) are hereby approved, inso-
far as such regulations apply to covered em-
ployees of the House of Representatives 
under the Congressional Accountability Act 
of 1995 and to the extent such regulations are 
consistent with the provisions of such Act. 

(b) REGULATIONS APPROVED.—The regula-
tions described in this subsection are the 
regulations issued by the Office of Congres-
sional Workplace Rights on December 7, 2021, 
under section 202(e) of the Congressional Ac-
countability Act of 1995 to implement sec-
tion 202 of such Act (relating to the applica-
tion of sections 101 through 105 of the Family 
and Medical Leave Act of 1993), as published 
in the Congressional Record on December 7, 
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2021 (Volume 167, daily edition) on pages 
H7230 through H7258, and stated as follows: 
‘‘§ 825.1 Purpose and scope 

‘‘(a) Section 202 of the Congressional Ac-
countability Act (CAA) (2 U.S.C. 1312) applies 
the rights and protections of sections 101 
through 105 of the Family and Medical Leave 
Act of 1993 (FMLA) (29 U.S.C. 2611–2615) to 
covered employees. (The term ‘covered em-
ployee’ is defined in section 101(3) of the CAA 
(2 U.S.C. 1301(3)). See 825.102 of these regula-
tions for that definition.) The purpose of this 
part is to set forth the regulations to carry 
out the provisions of section 202 of the CAA. 

‘‘(b) These regulations are issued by the 
Board of Directors (Board) of the Office of 
Congressional Workplace Rights, pursuant to 
sections 202(d) and 304 of the CAA, which di-
rect the Board to promulgate regulations im-
plementing section 202 that are ‘the same as 
substantive regulations promulgated by the 
Secretary of Labor to implement the statu-
tory provisions referred to in subsection (a) 
øof section 202 of the CAA¿ except insofar as 
the Board may determine, for good cause 
shown . . . that a modification of such regu-
lations would be more effective for the im-
plementation of the rights and protections 
under this section.’. The regulations issued 
by the Board herein are on all matters for 
which section 202 of the CAA requires regula-
tions to be issued. Specifically, it is the 
Board’s considered judgment, based on the 
information available to it at the time of the 
promulgation of these regulations, that, 
with the exception of regulations adopted 
and set forth herein, there are no other ‘sub-
stantive regulations promulgated by the Sec-
retary of Labor to implement the statutory 
provisions referred to in subsection (a) øof 
section 202 of the CAA¿.’. 

‘‘(c) On December 20, 2019, Congress en-
acted the Federal Employee Paid Leave Act 
(subtitle A of title LXXVI of division F of 
the National Defense Authorization Act for 
Fiscal Year 2020, Public Law 116–92, Decem-
ber 20, 2019) (FEPLA). FEPLA amended the 
FMLA to allow most Federal employees, in-
cluding eligible employees in the legislative 
branch, to substitute up to 12 weeks of paid 
parental leave (PPL) for unpaid FMLA leave 
granted in connection with the birth of an 
employee’s son or daughter or for the place-
ment of a son or daughter with an employee 
for adoption or foster care. 
In order to implement FEPLA in the legisla-
tive branch, the Board is amending its sub-
stantive FMLA regulations pursuant to the 
CAA rulemaking procedures set forth at sec-
tions 202(d) and 304 of the CAA. The Sec-
retary of Labor has not promulgated FEPLA 
regulations, however, because FEPLA does 
not extend PPL to private sector employees 
or other employees directly covered by 
FMLA title I. The Board has determined 
that these circumstances constitute good 
cause for modification of its substantive 
FMLA regulations in order to effectively im-
plement FEPLA’s rights and protections to 
covered employees in the legislative branch. 

‘‘(d) In promulgating these regulations, the 
Board has made certain technical and no-
menclature changes to the regulations as 
promulgated by the Secretary. Such changes 
are intended to make the provisions adopted 
accord more naturally to situations in the 
legislative branch. However, by making 
these changes, the Board does not intend a 
substantive difference between these regula-
tions and those of the Secretary from which 
they are derived. Moreover, such changes, in 
and of themselves, are not intended to con-
stitute an interpretation of the regulation or 
of the statutory provisions of the CAA upon 
which they are based. 

‘‘(e) Pursuant to section 304(b)(4) of the 
CAA, (2 U.S.C. 1384(b)(4)), the Board of Direc-

tors is required to recommend to Congress a 
method of approval for these regulations. As 
the Board has adopted the same regulations 
for the Senate, the House of Representatives, 
and the other covered entities and facilities, 
it therefore recommends that the adopted 
regulations be approved by concurrent reso-
lution of the Congress. 
‘‘Subpart A—Coverage Under The Family And 

Medical Leave Act, As Made Applicable By 
The Congressional Accountability Act 

‘‘§ 825.100 The Family and Medical Leave Act 
‘‘(a) The Family and Medical Leave Act of 

1993 (FMLA), as made applicable by the Con-
gressional Accountability Act (CAA), allows 
eligible employees of an employing office to 
take job-protected, unpaid leave, or to sub-
stitute appropriate paid leave if the em-
ployee has earned or accrued it, for up to a 
total of 12 workweeks in any 12 months (See 
825.200(b)) because of the birth of a child and 
to care for the newborn child, because of the 
placement of a child with the employee for 
adoption or foster care, because the em-
ployee is needed to care for a family member 
(child, spouse, or parent) with a serious 
health condition, because the employee’s 
own serious health condition makes the em-
ployee unable to perform the functions of his 
or her job, or because of any qualifying exi-
gency arising out of the fact that the em-
ployee’s spouse, son, daughter, or parent is a 
military member on active duty or call to 
covered active duty status (or has been noti-
fied of an impending call or order to covered 
active duty). In addition, eligible employees 
of a covered employing office may take job- 
protected, unpaid leave, or substitute appro-
priate paid leave if the employee has earned 
or accrued it, for up to a total of 26 work-
weeks in a single 12–month period to care for 
a covered servicemember with a serious in-
jury or illness. In certain cases, FMLA leave 
may be taken on an intermittent basis rath-
er than all at once, or the employee may 
work a part-time schedule. 

‘‘(b) An employee on FMLA leave is also 
entitled to have health benefits maintained 
while on leave as if the employee had contin-
ued to work instead of taking the leave. If an 
employee was paying all or part of the pre-
mium payments prior to leave, the employee 
would continue to pay his or her share dur-
ing the leave period. Subject to 825.208(k), 
the employing office or a disbursing or other 
financial office may recover its share only if 
the employee does not return to work for a 
reason other than the serious health condi-
tion of the employee or the employee’s cov-
ered family member, the serious injury or 
illness of a covered servicemember, or an-
other reason beyond the employee’s control. 

‘‘(c) An employee generally has a right to 
return to the same position or an equivalent 
position with equivalent pay, benefits, and 
working conditions at the conclusion of the 
leave. The taking of FMLA leave cannot re-
sult in the loss of any benefit that accrued 
prior to the start of the leave. 

‘‘(d) The employing office generally has a 
right to advance notice from the employee. 
In addition, the employing office may re-
quire an employee to submit certification to 
substantiate that the leave is due to the seri-
ous health condition of the employee or the 
employee’s covered family member, due to 
the serious injury or illness of a covered 
servicemember, or because of a qualifying 
exigency. Failure to comply with these re-
quirements may result in a delay in the start 
of FMLA leave. Pursuant to a uniformly ap-
plied policy, the employing office may also 
require that an employee present a certifi-
cation of fitness to return to work when the 
absence was caused by the employee’s seri-
ous health condition (See 825.312 and 
825.313)). The employing office may delay re-

storing the employee to employment with-
out such certificate relating to the health 
condition which caused the employee’s ab-
sence. 
‘‘§ 825.101 Purpose of the FMLA 

‘‘(a) FMLA is intended to allow employees 
to balance their work and family life by tak-
ing reasonable unpaid leave for medical rea-
sons, for the birth or adoption of a child, for 
the care of a child, spouse, or parent who has 
a serious health condition, for the care of a 
covered servicemember with a serious injury 
or illness, or because of a qualifying exi-
gency arising out of the fact that the em-
ployee’s spouse, son, daughter, or parent is a 
military member on covered active duty or 
call to covered active duty status. The 
FMLA is intended to balance the demands of 
the workplace with the needs of families, to 
promote the stability and economic security 
of families, and to promote national inter-
ests in preserving family integrity. It was in-
tended that the FMLA accomplish these pur-
poses in a manner that accommodates the le-
gitimate interests of employing offices, and 
in a manner consistent with the Equal Pro-
tection Clause of the Fourteenth Amend-
ment in minimizing the potential for em-
ployment discrimination on the basis of sex, 
while promoting equal employment oppor-
tunity for men and women. 

‘‘(b) The FMLA was predicated on two fun-
damental concerns—the needs of the Amer-
ican workforce, and the development of high- 
performance organizations. Increasingly, 
America’s children and elderly are dependent 
upon family members who must spend long 
hours at work. When a family emergency 
arises, requiring workers to attend to seri-
ously-ill children or parents, or to newly- 
born or adopted infants, or even to their own 
serious illness, workers need reassurance 
that they will not be asked to choose be-
tween continuing their employment, and 
meeting their personal and family obliga-
tions or tending to vital needs at home. 

‘‘(c) The FMLA is both intended and ex-
pected to benefit employing offices as well as 
their employees. A direct correlation exists 
between stability in the family and produc-
tivity in the workplace. FMLA will encour-
age the development of high-performance or-
ganizations. When workers can count on du-
rable links to their workplace they are able 
to make their own full commitments to their 
jobs. The record of hearings on family and 
medical leave indicate the powerful produc-
tive advantages of stable workplace relation-
ships, and the comparatively small costs of 
guaranteeing that those relationships will 
not be dissolved while workers attend to 
pressing family health obligations or their 
own serious illness. 
‘‘§ 825.102 Definitions 

‘‘For purposes of this part: 
‘‘(1) ADA means the Americans with Dis-

abilities Act (42 U.S.C. 12101 et seq., as 
amended), as made applicable by the Con-
gressional Accountability Act. 

‘‘(2) Birth means the delivery of a child. 
When the term ‘birth’ under this subpart is 
used in connection with the use of leave be-
fore birth, it refers to an anticipated birth. 

‘‘(3) CAA means the Congressional Ac-
countability Act of 1995 (Pub. Law 104–1, 109 
Stat. 3, 2 U.S.C. 1301 et seq., as amended). 

‘‘(4) COBRA means the continuation cov-
erage requirements of Title X of the Consoli-
dated Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 
1986 (Pub. Law 99–272, title X, section 10002; 
100 Stat. 227; 29 U.S.C. 1161–1168). 

‘‘(5) Contingency operation means a military 
operation that: 

‘‘(A) Is designated by the Secretary of De-
fense as an operation in which members of 
the Armed Forces are or may become in-
volved in military actions, operations, or 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 08:45 Dec 15, 2022 Jkt 039060 PO 00000 Frm 00023 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A14DE7.006 H14DEPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

12
6Q

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH9754 December 14, 2022 
hostilities against an enemy of the United 
States or against an opposing military force; 
or 

‘‘(B) Results in the call or order to, or re-
tention on, active duty of members of the 
uniformed services under section 688, 
12301(a), 12302, 12304, 12305, or 12406 of Title 10 
of the United States Code, chapter 15 of Title 
10 of the United States Code, or any other 
provision of law during a war or during a na-
tional emergency declared by the President 
or Congress. See also 825.126(a)(2). 

‘‘(6) Continuing treatment by a health care 
provider means any one of the following: 

‘‘(A) Incapacity and treatment. A period of 
incapacity of more than three consecutive, 
full calendar days, and any subsequent treat-
ment or period of incapacity relating to the 
same condition, that also involves: 

‘‘(i) Treatment two or more times, within 
30 days of the first day of incapacity, unless 
extenuating circumstances exist, by a health 
care provider, by a nurse under direct super-
vision of a health care provider, or by a pro-
vider of health care services (e.g., physical 
therapist) under orders of, or on referral by, 
a health care provider; or 

‘‘(ii) Treatment by a health care provider 
on at least one occasion, which results in a 
regimen of continuing treatment under the 
supervision of the health care provider. 

‘‘(iii) The requirement in paragraphs (i) 
and (ii) of this definition for treatment by a 
health care provider means an in-person visit 
to a health care provider. The first in-person 
treatment visit must take place within seven 
days of the first day of incapacity. 

‘‘(iv) Whether additional treatment visits 
or a regimen of continuing treatment is nec-
essary within the 30-day period shall be de-
termined by the health care provider. 

‘‘(v) The term ‘extenuating circumstances’ 
in paragraph (i) means circumstances beyond 
the employee’s control that prevent the fol-
low-up visit from occurring as planned by 
the health care provider. Whether a given set 
of circumstances are extenuating depends on 
the facts. See also 825.115(a)(5). 

‘‘(B) Pregnancy or prenatal care. Any period 
of incapacity due to pregnancy, or for pre-
natal care. See also 825.120. 

‘‘(C) Chronic conditions. Any period of inca-
pacity or treatment for such incapacity due 
to a chronic serious health condition. A 
chronic serious health condition is one 
which: 

‘‘(i) Requires periodic visits (defined as at 
least twice a year) for treatment by a health 
care provider, or by a nurse under direct su-
pervision of a health care provider; 

‘‘(ii) Continues over an extended period of 
time (including recurring episodes of a single 
underlying condition); and 

‘‘(iii) May cause episodic rather than a 
continuing period of incapacity (e.g., asth-
ma, diabetes, epilepsy, etc.). 

‘‘(D) Permanent or long-term conditions. A 
period of incapacity which is permanent or 
long-term due to a condition for which treat-
ment may not be effective. The employee or 
family member must be under the con-
tinuing supervision of, but need not be re-
ceiving active treatment by, a health care 
provider. Examples include Alzheimer’s, a 
severe stroke, or the terminal stages of a dis-
ease. 

‘‘(E) Conditions requiring multiple treatments. 
Any period of absence to receive multiple 
treatments (including any period of recovery 
therefrom) by a health care provider or by a 
provider of health care services under orders 
of, or on referral by, a health care provider, 
for: 

‘‘(i) Restorative surgery after an accident 
or other injury; or 

‘‘(ii) A condition that would likely result 
in a period of incapacity of more than three 
consecutive full calendar days in the absence 

of medical intervention or treatment, such 
as cancer (chemotherapy, radiation, etc.), se-
vere arthritis (physical therapy), kidney dis-
ease (dialysis). 

‘‘(F) Absences attributable to incapacity 
under paragraphs (A) or (B) of this definition 
qualify for FMLA leave even though the em-
ployee or the covered family member does 
not receive treatment from a health care 
provider during the absence, and even if the 
absence does not last more than three con-
secutive, full calendar days. For example, an 
employee with asthma may be unable to re-
port for work due to the onset of an asthma 
attack or because the employee’s health care 
provider has advised the employee to stay 
home when the pollen count exceeds a cer-
tain level. An employee who is pregnant may 
be unable to report to work because of severe 
morning sickness. 

‘‘(7) Covered active duty or call to covered ac-
tive duty status means: 

‘‘(A) In the case of a member of the Reg-
ular Armed Forces, duty during the deploy-
ment of the member with the Armed Forces 
to a foreign country; and, 

‘‘(B) In the case of a member of the Re-
serve components of the Armed Forces, duty 
during the deployment of the member with 
the Armed Forces to a foreign country under 
a Federal call or order to active duty in sup-
port of a contingency operation pursuant to: 
Section 688 of Title 10 of the United States 
Code, which authorizes ordering to active 
duty retired members of the Regular Armed 
Forces and members of the retired Reserve 
who retired after completing at least 20 
years of active service; Section 12301(a) of 
Title 10 of the United States Code, which au-
thorizes ordering all reserve component 
members to active duty in the case of war or 
national emergency; Section 12302 of Title 10 
of the United States Code, which authorizes 
ordering any unit or unassigned member of 
the Ready Reserve to active duty; Section 
12304 of Title 10 of the United States Code, 
which authorizes ordering any unit or unas-
signed member of the Selected Reserve and 
certain members of the Individual Ready Re-
serve to active duty; Section 12305 of Title 10 
of the United States Code, which authorizes 
the suspension of promotion, retirement or 
separation rules for certain Reserve compo-
nents; Section 12406 of Title 10 of the United 
States Code, which authorizes calling the 
National Guard into Federal service in cer-
tain circumstances; chapter 15 of Title 10 of 
the United States Code, which authorizes 
calling the National Guard and State mili-
tary into Federal service in the case of insur-
rections and national emergencies; or any 
other provision of law during a war or during 
a national emergency declared by the Presi-
dent or Congress so long as it is in support of 
a contingency operation. See 10 U.S.C. 
101(a)(13)(B). See also 825.126(a). 

‘‘(8) Covered employee as defined in the 
CAA, means any employee of—(1) the House 
of Representatives; (2) the Senate; (3) the Of-
fice of Congressional Accessibility Services; 
(4) the Capitol Police; (5) the Congressional 
Budget Office; (6) the Office of the Architect 
of the Capitol; (7) the Office of the Attending 
Physician; (8) the Office of Congressional 
Workplace Rights; (9) the Library of Con-
gress; (10) the Stennis Center for Public 
Service; (11) the Office of Technology Assess-
ment; (12) the China Review Commission; (13) 
the Congressional Executive China Commis-
sion; (14) the Helsinki Commission; or (15) 
the United States Commission on Inter-
national Religious Freedom. 

‘‘(9) Covered servicemember means: 
‘‘(A) A current member of the Armed 

Forces, including a member of the National 
Guard or Reserves, who is undergoing med-
ical treatment, recuperation, or therapy, is 
otherwise in outpatient status, or is other-

wise on the temporary disability retired list, 
for a serious injury or illness, or 

‘‘(B) A covered veteran who is undergoing 
medical treatment, recuperation, or therapy 
for a serious injury or illness. 

‘‘(10) Covered veteran means an individual 
who was a member of the Armed Forces (in-
cluding a member of the National Guard or 
Reserves), and was discharged or released 
under conditions other than dishonorable at 
any time during the five-year period prior to 
the first date the eligible employee takes 
FMLA leave to care for the covered veteran. 
See 825.127(b)(2). 

‘‘(11) Eligible employee as defined in the 
CAA, means: 

‘‘(A) For purposes of leave under subpara-
graphs (a)(1) or (a)(2) of section 825.112 øor 
subsections (A) or (B) of section 102(a)(1) of 
the FMLA¿, a covered employee as defined in 
the CAA. 

‘‘(B) For purposes of leave under subpara-
graphs (a)(3)–(6) of section 825.112 øor sub-
sections (C)–(F) of section 102(a)(1) of the 
FMLA¿, a covered employee who has been 
employed for a total of at least 12 months in 
any employing office on the date on which 
any FMLA leave is to commence, except that 
an employing office need not consider any 
period of previous employment that occurred 
more than seven years before the date of the 
most recent hiring of the employee, unless: 

‘‘(i) The break in service is occasioned by 
the fulfillment of the employee’s Uniformed 
Services Employment and Reemployment 
Rights Act (USERRA), 38 U.S.C. 4301, et seq., 
covered service obligation (the period of ab-
sence from work due to or necessitated by 
USERRA-covered service must be also count-
ed in determining whether the employee has 
been employed for at least 12 months by any 
employing office, but this section does not 
provide any greater entitlement to the em-
ployee than would be available under the 
USERRA, as made applicable by the CAA); 
or 

‘‘(ii) A written agreement, including a col-
lective bargaining agreement, exists con-
cerning the employing office’s intention to 
rehire the employee after the break in serv-
ice (e.g., for purposes of the employee fur-
thering his or her education or for 
childrearing purposes); and 

‘‘(C) Who, on the date on which any FMLA 
leave is to commence, has met the hours of 
service requirement by having been em-
ployed for at least 1,250 hours of service with 
an employing office during the previous 12– 
month period, except that: 

‘‘(i) An employee returning from fulfilling 
his or her USERRA-covered service obliga-
tion shall be credited with the hours of serv-
ice that would have been performed but for 
the period of absence from work due to or ne-
cessitated by USERRA-covered service in de-
termining whether the employee met the 
hours of service requirement (accordingly, a 
person reemployed following absence from 
work due to or necessitated by USERRA-cov-
ered service has the hours that would have 
been worked for the employing office added 
to any hours actually worked during the pre-
vious 12–month period to meet the hours of 
service requirement); 

‘‘(ii) To determine the hours that would 
have been worked during the period of ab-
sence from work due to or necessitated by 
USERRA-covered service, the employee’s 
pre-service work schedule can generally be 
used for calculations; and 

‘‘(iii) Any service on active duty (as de-
fined in 29 U.S.C. 2611(14)) by a covered em-
ployee who is a member of the National 
Guard or Reserves shall be counted as time 
during which such employee has been em-
ployed in an employing office for purposes of 
subparagraph (C) of this section. 
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‘‘(12) Employ means to suffer or permit to 

work. 
‘‘(13) Employee means an employee as de-

fined by the CAA and includes an applicant 
for employment and a former employee. 

‘‘(14) Employee employed in an instructional 
capacity. See the definition of Teacher in this 
section. 

‘‘(15) Employee of the Capitol Police means 
any member or officer of the Capitol Police. 

‘‘(16) Employee of the House of Representa-
tives means an individual occupying a posi-
tion the pay for which is disbursed by the 
Chief Administrative Officer of the House of 
Representatives, or another official des-
ignated by the House of Representatives, or 
any employment position in an entity that is 
paid with funds derived from the Members’ 
Representational Allowance of the House of 
Representatives but not any such individual 
employed by any entity listed in subpara-
graphs (3) through (9) under the definition of 
covered employee above. 

‘‘(17) Employee of the Office of the Architect 
of the Capitol means any employee of the Of-
fice of the Architect of the Capitol or the Bo-
tanic Garden. 

‘‘(18) Employee of the Senate means any em-
ployee whose pay is disbursed by the Sec-
retary of the Senate, but not any such indi-
vidual employed by any entity listed in sub-
paragraphs (3) through (9) under the defini-
tion of covered employee above. 

‘‘(19) Employing Office, as defined by the 
CAA, means: 

‘‘(A) The personal office of a Member of the 
House of Representatives or of a Senator; 

‘‘(B) A committee of the House of Rep-
resentatives or the Senate or a joint com-
mittee; 

‘‘(C) Any other office headed by a person 
with the final authority to appoint, hire, dis-
charge, and set the terms, conditions, or 
privileges of the employment of an employee 
of the House of Representatives or the Sen-
ate; or 

‘‘(D) The Office of Congressional Accessi-
bility Services, the United States Capitol 
Police, the Congressional Budget Office, the 
Office of the Architect of the Capitol, the Of-
fice of the Attending Physician, the Office of 
Congressional Workplace Rights, the Library 
of Congress, the Stennis Center for Public 
Service, the Office of Technology Assess-
ment, the United States Commission on 
International Religious Freedom, the China 
Review Commission, the Congressional Exec-
utive China Commission, and the Helsinki 
Commission. 

‘‘(20) Employment benefits means all benefits 
provided or made available to employees by 
an employing office, including group life in-
surance, health insurance, disability insur-
ance, sick leave, annual leave, educational 
benefits, and pensions, regardless of whether 
such benefits are provided by a practice or 
written policy of an employing office or 
through an employee benefit plan. The term 
does not include non-employment related ob-
ligations paid by employees through vol-
untary deductions such as supplemental in-
surance coverage. See also 825.209(a). 

‘‘(21) Family and medical leave means an em-
ployee’s entitlement of up to 12 workweeks 
(or 26 workweeks in the case of leave under 
825.127) of unpaid leave for certain family 
and medical needs, as prescribed under the 
FMLA, as made applicable by the CAA. 

‘‘(22) FLSA means the Fair Labor Stand-
ards Act (29 U.S.C. 201 et seq.), as made ap-
plicable by the CAA. 

‘‘(23) FMLA means the Family and Medical 
Leave Act of 1993, Public Law 103–3 (Feb-
ruary 5, 1993), 107 Stat. 6 (29 U.S.C. 2601 et 
seq., as amended), as made applicable by the 
CAA. 

‘‘(24) Group health plan means the Federal 
Employees Health Benefits Program and any 

other plan of, or contributed to by, an em-
ploying office (including a self-insured plan) 
to provide health care (directly or otherwise) 
to the employing office’s employees, former 
employees, or the families of such employees 
or former employees. For purposes of FMLA, 
as made applicable by the CAA, the term 
group health plan shall not include an insur-
ance program providing health coverage 
under which employees purchase individual 
policies from insurers provided that: 

‘‘(A) No contributions are made by the em-
ploying office; 

‘‘(B) Participation in the program is com-
pletely voluntary for employees; 

‘‘(C) The sole functions of the employing 
office with respect to the program are, with-
out endorsing the program, to permit the in-
surer to publicize the program to employees, 
to collect premiums through payroll deduc-
tions and to remit them to the insurer; 

‘‘(D) The employing office receives no con-
sideration in the form of cash or otherwise in 
connection with the program, other than 
reasonable compensation, excluding any 
profit, for administrative services actually 
rendered in connection with payroll deduc-
tion; and 

‘‘(E) The premium charged with respect to 
such coverage does not increase in the event 
the employment relationship terminates. 

‘‘(25) Health care provider means: 
‘‘(A) The FMLA, as made applicable by the 

CAA, defines health care provider as: 
‘‘(i) A doctor of medicine or osteopathy 

who is authorized to practice medicine or 
surgery (as appropriate) by the State in 
which the doctor practices; or 

‘‘(ii) Any other person determined by the 
Department of Labor to be capable of pro-
viding health care services. 

‘‘(B) Others ‘capable of providing health 
care services’ include only: 

‘‘(i) Podiatrists, dentists, clinical psy-
chologists, optometrists, and chiropractors 
(limited to treatment consisting of manual 
manipulation of the spine to correct a sub-
luxation as demonstrated by X-ray to exist) 
authorized to practice in the State and per-
forming within the scope of their practice as 
defined under State law; 

‘‘(ii) Nurse practitioners, nurse-midwives 
and clinical social workers and physician as-
sistants who are authorized to practice 
under State law and who are performing 
within the scope of their practice as defined 
under State law; 

‘‘(iii) Christian Science practitioners listed 
with the First Church of Christ, Scientist in 
Boston, Massachusetts. Where an employee 
or family member is receiving treatment 
from a Christian Science practitioner, an 
employee may not object to any requirement 
from an employing office that the employee 
or family member submit to examination 
(though not treatment) to obtain a second or 
third certification from a health care pro-
vider other than a Christian Science practi-
tioner except as otherwise provided under 
applicable State or local law or collective 
bargaining agreement; 

‘‘(iv) Any health care provider from whom 
an employing office or a group health plan’s 
benefits manager will accept certification of 
the existence of a serious health condition to 
substantiate a claim for benefits; and 

‘‘(v) A health care provider listed above 
who practices in a country other than the 
United States, who is authorized to practice 
in accordance with the law of that country, 
and who is performing within the scope of 
his or her practice as defined under such law. 

‘‘(C) The phrase ‘authorized to practice in 
the State’ as used in this section means that 
the provider must be authorized to diagnose 
and treat physical or mental health condi-
tions. 

‘‘(26) Incapable of self-care means that the 
individual requires active assistance or su-
pervision to provide daily self-care in several 
of the ‘activities of daily living’ (ADLs) or 
‘instrumental activities of daily living’ 
(IADLs). Activities of daily living include 
adaptive activities such as caring appro-
priately for one’s grooming and hygiene, 
bathing, dressing and eating. Instrumental 
activities of daily living include cooking, 
cleaning, shopping, taking public transpor-
tation, paying bills, maintaining a residence, 
using telephones and directories, using a 
post office, etc. 

‘‘(27) Instructional employee: See the defini-
tion of Teacher in this section. 

‘‘(28) Intermittent leave means leave taken 
in separate periods of time due to a single 
illness or injury, birth, or placement, rather 
than for one continuous period of time, and 
may include leave of periods from an hour or 
more to several weeks. Examples of inter-
mittent leave would include leave taken on 
an occasional basis for medical appoint-
ments, or leave taken several days at a time 
spread over a period of six months, such as 
for chemotherapy. 

‘‘(29) Invitational travel authorization (ITA) 
or Invitational travel order (ITO) mean orders 
issued by the Armed Forces to a family 
member to join an injured or ill servicemem-
ber at his or her bedside. See also 825.310(e). 

‘‘(30) Key employee means a salaried FMLA- 
eligible employee who is among the highest 
paid 10 percent of all the employees em-
ployed by the employing office within 75 
miles of the employee’s worksite. See also 
825.217. 

‘‘(31) Mental disability: See the definition of 
Physical or mental disability in this section. 

‘‘(32) Military caregiver leave means leave 
taken to care for a covered servicemember 
with a serious injury or illness under the 
Family and Medical Leave Act of 1993. See 
also 825.127. 

‘‘(33) Next of kin of a covered servicemember 
means the nearest blood relative other than 
the covered servicemember’s spouse, parent, 
son, or daughter, in the following order of 
priority: blood relatives who have been 
granted legal custody of the covered service-
member by court decree or statutory provi-
sions, brothers and sisters, grandparents, 
aunts and uncles, and first cousins, unless 
the covered servicemember has specifically 
designated in writing another blood relative 
as his or her nearest blood relative for pur-
poses of military caregiver leave under the 
FMLA. When no such designation is made, 
and there are multiple family members with 
the same level of relationship to the covered 
servicemember, all such family members 
shall be considered the covered 
servicemember’s next of kin and may take 
FMLA leave to provide care to the covered 
servicemember, either consecutively or si-
multaneously. When such designation has 
been made, the designated individual shall 
be deemed to be the covered servicemember’s 
only next of kin. See also 825.127(d)(3). 

‘‘(34) Office of Congressional Workplace 
Rights means the independent office estab-
lished in the legislative branch under section 
301 of the CAA (2 U.S.C. 1381). 

‘‘(35) Outpatient status means, with respect 
to a covered servicemember who is a current 
member of the Armed Forces, the status of a 
member of the Armed Forces assigned to ei-
ther a military medical treatment facility as 
an outpatient; or a unit established for the 
purpose of providing command and control of 
members of the Armed Forces receiving med-
ical care as outpatients. See also 
825.127(b)(1). 

‘‘(36) Parent means a biological, adoptive, 
step or foster father or mother or any other 
individual who stood in loco parentis to the 
employee when the employee was a son or 
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daughter as defined below. This term does 
not include parents ‘in law’. 

‘‘(37) Parent of a covered servicemember 
means a covered servicemember’s biological, 
adoptive, step or foster father or mother, or 
any other individual who stood in loco 
parentis to the covered servicemember. This 
term does not include parents ‘in law’. See 
also 825.127(d)(2). 

‘‘(38) Physical or mental disability means a 
physical or mental impairment that substan-
tially limits one or more of the major life ac-
tivities of an individual. Regulations at 29 
C.F.R. part 1630, issued by the Equal Employ-
ment Opportunity Commission under the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), 42 
U.S.C. 12101 et seq., as amended, provide 
guidance for these terms. 

‘‘(39) Reduced leave schedule means a leave 
schedule that reduces the usual number of 
hours per workweek, or hours per workday, 
of an employee. 

‘‘(40) Reserve components of the Armed 
Forces, for purposes of qualifying exigency 
leave, include the Army National Guard of 
the United States, Army Reserve, Navy Re-
serve, Marine Corps Reserve, Air National 
Guard of the United States, Air Force Re-
serve, and Coast Guard Reserve, and retired 
members of the Regular Armed Forces or Re-
serves who are called up in support of a con-
tingency operation. See also 825.126(a)(2)(i). 

‘‘(41) Secretary means the Secretary of 
Labor or authorized representative. 

‘‘(42) Serious health condition means an ill-
ness, injury, impairment, or physical or 
mental condition that involves inpatient 
care as defined in 825.114 or continuing treat-
ment by a health care provider as defined in 
825.115. Conditions for which cosmetic treat-
ments are administered (such as most treat-
ments for acne or plastic surgery) are not se-
rious health conditions unless inpatient hos-
pital care is required or unless complications 
develop. Restorative dental or plastic sur-
gery after an injury or removal of cancerous 
growths are serious health conditions pro-
vided all the other conditions of this regula-
tion are met. Mental illness or allergies may 
be serious health conditions, but only if all 
the conditions of 825.113 are met. 

‘‘(43) Serious injury or illness means: 
‘‘(A) In the case of a current member of the 

Armed Forces, including a member of the 
National Guard or Reserves, an injury or ill-
ness that was incurred by the covered serv-
icemember in the line of duty on active duty 
in the Armed Forces or that existed before 
the beginning of the member’s active duty 
and was aggravated by service in the line of 
duty on active duty in the Armed Forces and 
that may render the servicemember medi-
cally unfit to perform the duties of the mem-
ber’s office, grade, rank, or rating; and 

‘‘(B) In the case of a covered veteran, an 
injury or illness that was incurred by the 
member in the line of duty on active duty in 
the Armed Forces (or existed before the be-
ginning of the member’s active duty and was 
aggravated by service in the line of duty on 
active duty in the Armed Forces) and mani-
fested itself before or after the member be-
came a veteran, and is: 

‘‘(i) A continuation of a serious injury or 
illness that was incurred or aggravated when 
the covered veteran was a member of the 
Armed Forces and rendered the servicemem-
ber unable to perform the duties of the 
servicemember’s office, grade, rank, or rat-
ing; or 

‘‘(ii) A physical or mental condition for 
which the covered veteran has received a 
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs Service- 
Related Disability Rating (VASRD) of 50 per-
cent or greater, and such VASRD rating is 
based, in whole or in part, on the condition 
precipitating the need for military caregiver 
leave; or 

‘‘(iii) A physical or mental condition that 
substantially impairs the covered veteran’s 
ability to secure or follow a substantially 
gainful occupation by reason of a disability 
or disabilities related to military service, or 
would do so absent treatment; or 

‘‘(iv) An injury, including a psychological 
injury, on the basis of which the covered vet-
eran has been enrolled in the Department of 
Veterans Affairs Program of Comprehensive 
Assistance for Family Caregivers. See also 
825.127(c). 

‘‘(44) Son or daughter means a biological, 
adopted, or foster child, a stepchild, a legal 
ward, or a child of a person standing in loco 
parentis, who is either under age 18, or age 18 
or older and ‘incapable of self-care because of 
a mental or physical disability’ at the time 
that FMLA leave is to commence. 

‘‘(45) Son or daughter of a covered service-
member means a covered servicemember’s bi-
ological, adopted, or foster child, stepchild, 
legal ward, or a child for whom the covered 
servicemember stood in loco parentis, and 
who is of any age. See also 825.127(d)(1). 

‘‘(46) Son or daughter on covered active duty 
or call to covered active duty status means the 
employee’s biological, adopted, or foster 
child, stepchild, legal ward, or a child for 
whom the employee stood in loco parentis, 
who is on covered active duty or call to cov-
ered active duty status, and who is of any 
age. See also 825.126(a)(5). 

‘‘(47) Spouse means a husband or wife. For 
purposes of this definition, husband or wife 
refers to the other person with whom an in-
dividual entered into marriage as defined or 
recognized under State law for purposes of 
marriage in the State in which the marriage 
was entered into or, in the case of a marriage 
entered into outside of any State, if the mar-
riage is valid in the place where entered into 
and could have been entered into in at least 
one State. This definition includes an indi-
vidual in a same-sex or common law mar-
riage that either: 

‘‘(A) Was entered into in a State that rec-
ognizes such marriages; or 

‘‘(B) If entered into outside of any State, is 
valid in the place where entered into and 
could have been entered into in at least one 
State. 

‘‘(48) Teacher (or employee employed in an in-
structional capacity, or instructional employee) 
means an employee employed principally in 
an instructional capacity by an educational 
agency or school whose principal function is 
to teach and instruct students in a class, a 
small group, or an individual setting, and in-
cludes athletic coaches, driving instructors, 
and special education assistants such as 
signers for the hearing impaired. The term 
does not include teacher assistants or aides 
who do not have as their principal function 
actual teaching or instructing, nor auxiliary 
personnel such as counselors, psychologists, 
curriculum specialists, cafeteria workers, 
maintenance workers, bus drivers, or other 
primarily noninstructional employees. 

‘‘(49) TRICARE is the health care program 
serving active duty servicemembers, Na-
tional Guard and Reserve members, retirees, 
their families, survivors, and certain former 
spouses worldwide. 
‘‘§ 825.103 øReserved¿ 
‘‘§ 825.104 Covered employing offices 

‘‘The FMLA, as made applicable by the 
CAA, covers all employing offices. As used in 
the CAA, the term employing office means: 

‘‘(1) The personal office of a Member of the 
House of Representatives or of a Senator; 

‘‘(2) A committee of the House of Rep-
resentatives or the Senate or a joint com-
mittee; 

‘‘(3) Any other office headed by a person 
with the final authority to appoint, hire, dis-
charge, and set the terms, conditions, or 

privileges of the employment of an employee 
of the House of Representatives or the Sen-
ate; or 

‘‘(4) The Office of Congressional Accessi-
bility Services, the United States Capitol 
Police, the Congressional Budget Office, the 
Office of the Architect of the Capitol, the Of-
fice of the Attending Physician, the Office of 
Congressional Workplace Rights, the Library 
of Congress, the Stennis Center for Public 
Service, the China Review Commission, the 
Congressional Executive China Commission, 
the Helsinki Commission, the United States 
Commission on International Religious Free-
dom, and the Office of Technology Assess-
ment. 
‘‘§ 825.105 øReserved¿ 

‘‘§ 825.106 Joint employer coverage 
‘‘(a) Where two or more employing offices 

exercise some control over the work or work-
ing conditions of the employee, the employ-
ing offices may be joint employers under 
FMLA, as made applicable by the CAA. 
Where the employee performs work which si-
multaneously benefits two or more employ-
ing offices, or works for two or more employ-
ing offices at different times during the 
workweek, a joint employment relationship 
generally will be considered to exist in situa-
tions such as: 

‘‘(1) Where there is an arrangement be-
tween employing offices to share an employ-
ee’s services or to interchange employees; 

‘‘(2) Where one employing office acts di-
rectly or indirectly in the interest of the 
other employing office in relation to the em-
ployee; or 

‘‘(3) Where the employing offices are not 
completely disassociated with respect to the 
employee’s employment and may be deemed 
to share control of the employee, directly or 
indirectly, because one employing office con-
trols, is controlled by, or is under common 
control with the other employing office. 

‘‘(b) A determination of whether or not a 
joint employment relationship exists is not 
determined by the application of any single 
criterion, but rather the entire relationship 
is to be viewed in its totality. For example, 
joint employment will ordinarily be found to 
exist when: 

‘‘(1) An employee, who is employed by an 
employing office other than the personal of-
fice of a Member of the House of Representa-
tives or of a Senator, is under the actual di-
rection and control of the Member of the 
House of Representatives or Senator; or 

‘‘(2) Two or more employing offices employ 
an individual to work on common issues or 
other matters for both or all of them. 

‘‘(c) When employing offices employ a cov-
ered employee jointly, they may designate 
one of themselves to be the primary employ-
ing office, and the other or others to be the 
secondary employing office(s). Such a des-
ignation shall be made by written notice to 
the covered employee. 

‘‘(d) If an employing office is designated a 
primary employing office pursuant to para-
graph (c) of this section, only that employ-
ing office is responsible for giving required 
notices to the covered employee, providing 
FMLA leave, and maintenance of health ben-
efits. Job restoration is the primary respon-
sibility of the primary employing office, and 
the secondary employing office(s) may, sub-
ject to the limitations in 825.216, be respon-
sible for accepting the employee returning 
from FMLA leave. 

‘‘(e) If employing offices employ an em-
ployee jointly, but fail to designate a pri-
mary employing office pursuant to para-
graph (c) of this section, then all of these 
employing offices shall be jointly and sever-
ally liable for giving required notices to the 
employee, for providing FMLA leave, for as-
suring that health benefits are maintained, 
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and for job restoration. The employee may 
give notice of need for FMLA leave, as de-
scribed in 825.302 and 825.303, to whichever of 
these employing offices the employee choos-
es. If the employee makes a written request 
for restoration to one of these employing of-
fices, that employing office shall be pri-
marily responsible for job restoration, and 
the other employing office(s) may, subject to 
the limitations in 825.216, be responsible for 
accepting the employee returning from 
FMLA leave. 
‘‘§ 825.107 øReserved¿ 

‘‘§ 825.108 øReserved¿ 

‘‘§ 825.109 øReserved¿ 

‘‘§ 825.110 Eligible employee, general rule 
‘‘(a) Subject to the exceptions provided in 

825.111, an eligible employee is a covered em-
ployee of an employing office who: 

‘‘(1) Has been employed by any employing 
office for at least 12 months, and 

‘‘(2) Has been employed for at least 1,250 
hours of service during the 12-month period 
immediately preceding the commencement 
of the leave. 

‘‘(b) Any service on active duty (as defined 
in 29 U.S.C. 2611(14)) by a covered employee 
who is a member of the National Guard or 
Reserves shall be counted as time during 
which such employee has been employed in 
an employing office for purposes of para-
graph (a)(1) and (2) of this section. 

‘‘(c) The 12 months an employee must have 
been employed by any employing office need 
not be consecutive months, provided: 

‘‘(1) Subject to the exceptions provided in 
paragraph (c)(2) of this section, employment 
periods prior to a break in service of seven 
years or more need not be counted in deter-
mining whether the employee has been em-
ployed by any employing office for at least 12 
months. 

‘‘(2) Employment periods preceding a break 
in service of more than seven years must be 
counted in determining whether the em-
ployee has been employed by any employing 
office for at least 12 months where: 

‘‘(A) The employee’s break in service is oc-
casioned by the fulfillment of his or her Uni-
formed Services Employment and Reemploy-
ment Rights Act (USERRA), 38 U.S.C. 4301, 
et seq., covered service obligation. The pe-
riod of absence from work due to or neces-
sitated by USERRA-covered service must be 
also counted in determining whether the em-
ployee has been employed for at least 12 
months by any employing office. However, 
this section does not provide any greater en-
titlement to the employee than would be 
available under the USERRA; or 

‘‘(B) A written agreement, including a col-
lective bargaining agreement, exists con-
cerning the employing office’s intention to 
rehire the employee after the break in serv-
ice (e.g., for purposes of the employee fur-
thering his or her education or for 
childrearing purposes). 

‘‘(3) If an employee worked for two or more 
employing offices sequentially, the time 
worked will be aggregated to determine 
whether it equals 12 months. 

‘‘(4) If an employee is maintained on the 
payroll for any part of a week, including any 
periods of paid or unpaid leave (sick, vaca-
tion) during which other benefits or com-
pensation are provided by the employing of-
fice (e.g., Federal Employees’ Compensation, 
group health plan benefits, etc.), the week 
counts as a week of employment. For pur-
poses of determining whether intermittent/ 
occasional/casual employment qualifies as at 
least 12 months, 52 weeks is deemed to be 
equal to 12 months. 

‘‘(5) Nothing in this section prevents em-
ploying offices from considering employment 
prior to a continuous break in service of 
more than seven years when determining 

whether an employee has met the 12–month 
employment requirement. However, if an 
employing office chooses to recognize such 
prior employment, the employing office 
must do so uniformly, with respect to all em-
ployees with similar breaks in service. 

‘‘(d)(1) If an employee was employed by two 
or more employing offices, either sequen-
tially or concurrently, the hours of service 
will be aggregated to determine whether the 
minimum of 1,250 hours has been reached. 

‘‘(2) Except as provided in paragraph (c)(3) 
of this section, whether an employee has 
worked the minimum 1,250 hours of service is 
determined according to the principles es-
tablished under the Fair Labor Standards 
Act (FLSA), as applied by section 203 of the 
CAA (2 U.S.C. 1313), for determining compen-
sable hours of work. The determining factor 
is the number of hours an employee has 
worked for one or more employing offices as 
defined by the CAA. The determination is 
not limited by methods of recordkeeping, or 
by compensation agreements that do not ac-
curately reflect all of the hours an employee 
has worked for or been in service to the em-
ploying office. Any accurate accounting of 
actual hours worked under the FLSA’s prin-
ciples, as made applicable by the CAA (2 
U.S.C. 1313), may be used. 

‘‘(3) An employee returning from USERRA- 
covered service shall be credited with the 
hours of service that would have been per-
formed but for the period of absence from 
work due to or necessitated by USERRA-cov-
ered service in determining the employee’s 
eligibility for FMLA-qualifying leave. Ac-
cordingly, a person reemployed following 
USERRA-covered service has the hours that 
would have been worked for the employing 
office added to any hours actually worked 
during the previous 12–month period to meet 
the hours of service requirement. In order to 
determine the hours that would have been 
worked during the period of absence from 
work due to or necessitated by USERRA-cov-
ered service, the employee’s pre-service work 
schedule can generally be used for calcula-
tions. 

‘‘(4) In the event an employing office does 
not maintain an accurate record of hours 
worked by an employee, including for em-
ployees who are exempt from the overtime 
requirements of the FLSA, as made applica-
ble by the CAA and its regulations, the em-
ploying office has the burden of showing that 
the employee has not worked the requisite 
hours. An employing office must be able to 
clearly demonstrate, for example, that full 
time teachers (See 825.102 for definition) of 
an elementary or secondary school system, 
or institution of higher education, or other 
educational establishment or institution 
(who often work outside the classroom or at 
their homes) did not work 1,250 hours during 
the previous 12 months in order to claim 
that the teachers are not covered or eligible 
for FMLA leave. 

‘‘(e) The determination of whether an em-
ployee meets the hours of service require-
ment for any employing office and has been 
employed by any employing office for a total 
of at least 12 months, must be made as of the 
date the FMLA leave is to start. An em-
ployee may be on non-FMLA leave at the 
time he or she meets the 12-month eligibility 
requirement, and in that event, any portion 
of the leave taken for an FMLA-qualifying 
reason after the employee meets the eligi-
bility requirement would be FMLA leave. 
See 825.300(b) for rules governing the content 
of the eligibility notice given to employees. 
‘‘§ 825.111 Eligible employee, birth or place-

ment 
‘‘For purposes of leave under subpara-

graphs (A) or (B) of section 102(a)(1) of the 
FMLA, 29 U.S.C. 2612(a)(1)(A) or (B): 

‘‘(1) an eligible employee is a covered em-
ployee of an employing office; and 

‘‘(2) the eligibility requirements of section 
825.110 shall not apply. See also 825.120-21. 
‘‘§ 825.112 Qualifying reasons for leave, gen-

eral rule 
‘‘(a) Circumstances qualifying for leave. Em-

ploying offices covered by FMLA as made ap-
plicable by the CAA are required to grant 
leave to eligible employees: 

‘‘(1) For birth of a son or daughter, and to 
care for the newborn child (See 825.120); 

‘‘(2) For the placement of a son or daughter 
with the employee for adoption or foster care 
and the care of such son or daughter (See 
825.121); 

‘‘(3) To care for the employee’s spouse, son, 
daughter, or parent with a serious health 
condition (See 825.113 and 825.122); 

‘‘(4) Because of a serious health condition 
that makes the employee unable to perform 
the functions of the employee’s job (See 
825.113 and 825.123); 

‘‘(5) Because of any qualifying exigency 
arising out of the fact that the employee’s 
spouse, son, daughter, or parent is a military 
member on covered active duty (or has been 
notified of an impending call or order to cov-
ered active duty status) (See 825.122 and 
825.126); and 

‘‘(6) To care for a covered servicemember 
with a serious injury or illness if the em-
ployee is the spouse, son, daughter, parent, 
or next of kin of the covered servicemember 
(See 825.122 and 825.127). 

‘‘(b) Equal Application. The right to take 
leave under FMLA, as made applicable by 
the CAA, applies equally to male and female 
employees. A father, as well as a mother, can 
take family leave for the birth, placement 
for adoption, or foster care of a child. 

‘‘(c) Active employee. In situations where 
the employing office/employee relationship 
has been interrupted, such as an employee 
who has been on layoff, the employee must 
be recalled or otherwise be re-employed be-
fore being eligible for FMLA leave. Under 
such circumstances, an eligible employee is 
immediately entitled to further FMLA leave 
for a qualifying reason. 
‘‘§ 825.113 Serious health condition 

‘‘(a) For purposes of FMLA, serious health 
condition entitling an employee to FMLA 
leave means an illness, injury, impairment, 
or physical or mental condition that in-
volves inpatient care as defined in 825.114 or 
continuing treatment by a health care pro-
vider as defined in 825.115. 

‘‘(b) The term incapacity means inability 
to work, attend school, or perform other reg-
ular daily activities due to the serious 
health condition, treatment therefore, or re-
covery therefrom. 

‘‘(c) The term treatment includes (but is 
not limited to) examinations to determine if 
a serious health condition exists and evalua-
tions of the condition. Treatment does not 
include routine physical examinations, eye 
examinations, or dental examinations. A reg-
imen of continuing treatment includes, for 
example, a course of prescription medication 
(e.g., an antibiotic) or therapy requiring spe-
cial equipment to resolve or alleviate the 
health condition (e.g., oxygen). A regimen of 
continuing treatment that includes the tak-
ing of over-the-counter medications such as 
aspirin, antihistamines, or salves; or bed- 
rest, drinking fluids, exercise, and other 
similar activities that can be initiated with-
out a visit to a health care provider, is not, 
by itself, sufficient to constitute a regimen 
of continuing treatment for purposes of 
FMLA leave. 

‘‘(d) Conditions for which cosmetic treat-
ments are administered (such as most treat-
ments for acne or plastic surgery) are not se-
rious health conditions unless inpatient hos-
pital care is required or unless complications 
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develop. Ordinarily, unless complications 
arise, the common cold, the flu, ear aches, 
upset stomach, minor ulcers, headaches 
other than migraine, routine dental or or-
thodontia problems, periodontal disease, 
etc., are examples of conditions that do not 
meet the definition of a serious health condi-
tion and do not qualify for FMLA leave. Re-
storative dental or plastic surgery after an 
injury or removal of cancerous growths are 
serious health conditions provided all the 
other conditions of this regulation are met. 
Mental illness or allergies may be serious 
health conditions, but only if all the condi-
tions of this section are met. 
‘‘§ 825.114 Inpatient care 

‘‘Inpatient care means an overnight stay in 
a hospital, hospice, or residential medical 
care facility, including any period of inca-
pacity as defined in 825.113(b), or any subse-
quent treatment in connection with such in-
patient care. 
‘‘§ 825.115 Continuing treatment 

‘‘A serious health condition involving con-
tinuing treatment by a health care provider 
includes any one or more of the following: 

‘‘(a) Incapacity and treatment. A period of 
incapacity of more than three consecutive, 
full calendar days, and any subsequent treat-
ment or period of incapacity relating to the 
same condition, that also involves: 

‘‘(1) Treatment two or more times, within 
30 days of the first day of incapacity, unless 
extenuating circumstances exist, by a health 
care provider, by a nurse under direct super-
vision of a health care provider, or by a pro-
vider of health care services (e.g., physical 
therapist) under orders of, or on referral by, 
a health care provider. 

‘‘(2) Treatment by a health care provider 
on at least one occasion, which results in a 
regimen of continuing treatment under the 
supervision of the health care provider. 

‘‘(3) The requirement in paragraphs (a)(1) 
and (2) of this section for treatment by a 
health care provider means an in-person visit 
to a health care provider. The first (or only) 
in-person treatment visit must take place 
within seven days of the first day of inca-
pacity. 

‘‘(4) Whether additional treatment visits or 
a regimen of continuing treatment is nec-
essary within the 30-day period shall be de-
termined by the health care provider. 

‘‘(5) The term extenuating circumstances 
in paragraph (a)(1) of this section means cir-
cumstances beyond the employee’s control 
that prevent the follow-up visit from occur-
ring as planned by the health care provider. 
Whether a given set of circumstances are ex-
tenuating depends on the facts. For example, 
extenuating circumstances exist if a health 
care provider determines that a second in- 
person visit is needed within the 30-day pe-
riod, but the health care provider does not 
have any available appointments during that 
time period. 

‘‘(b) Pregnancy or prenatal care. Any period 
of incapacity due to pregnancy, or for pre-
natal care. See also 825.120. 

‘‘(c) Chronic conditions. Any period of inca-
pacity or treatment for such incapacity due 
to a chronic serious health condition. A 
chronic serious health condition is one 
which: 

‘‘(1) Requires periodic visits (defined as at 
least twice a year) for treatment by a health 
care provider, or by a nurse under direct su-
pervision of a health care provider; 

‘‘(2) Continues over an extended period of 
time (including recurring episodes of a single 
underlying condition); and 

‘‘(3) May cause episodic rather than a con-
tinuing period of incapacity (e.g., asthma, 
diabetes, epilepsy, etc.). 

‘‘(d) Permanent or long-term conditions. A pe-
riod of incapacity which is permanent or 

long-term due to a condition for which treat-
ment may not be effective. The employee or 
family member must be under the con-
tinuing supervision of, but need not be re-
ceiving active treatment by, a health care 
provider. Examples include Alzheimer’s, a 
severe stroke, or the terminal stages of a dis-
ease. 

‘‘(e) Conditions requiring multiple treatments. 
Any period of absence to receive multiple 
treatments (including any period of recovery 
therefrom) by a health care provider or by a 
provider of health care services under orders 
of, or on referral by, a health care provider, 
for: 

‘‘(1) Restorative surgery after an accident 
or other injury; or 

‘‘(2) A condition that would likely result in 
a period of incapacity of more than three 
consecutive, full calendar days in the ab-
sence of medical intervention or treatment, 
such as cancer (chemotherapy, radiation, 
etc.), severe arthritis (physical therapy), or 
kidney disease (dialysis). 

‘‘(f) Absences attributable to incapacity 
under paragraphs (b) or (c) of this section 
qualify for FMLA leave even though the em-
ployee or the covered family member does 
not receive treatment from a health care 
provider during the absence, and even if the 
absence does not last more than three con-
secutive, full calendar days. For example, an 
employee with asthma may be unable to re-
port for work due to the onset of an asthma 
attack or because the employee’s health care 
provider has advised the employee to stay 
home when the pollen count exceeds a cer-
tain level. An employee who is pregnant may 
be unable to report to work because of severe 
morning sickness. 
‘‘§ 825.116 øReserved¿ 

‘‘§ 825.117 øReserved¿ 

‘‘§ 825.118 øReserved¿ 

‘‘§ 825.119 Leave for treatment of substance 
abuse 
‘‘(a) Substance abuse may be a serious 

health condition if the conditions of 825.113 
through 825.115 are met. However, FMLA 
leave may only be taken for treatment for 
substance abuse by a health care provider or 
by a provider of health care services on refer-
ral by a health care provider. On the other 
hand, absence because of the employee’s use 
of the substance, rather than for treatment, 
does not qualify for FMLA leave. 

‘‘(b) Treatment for substance abuse does 
not prevent an employing office from taking 
employment action against an employee. 
The employing office may not take action 
against the employee because the employee 
has exercised his or her right to take FMLA 
leave for treatment. However, if the employ-
ing office has an established policy, applied 
in a non-discriminatory manner that has 
been communicated to all employees, that 
provides under certain circumstances an em-
ployee may be terminated for substance 
abuse, pursuant to that policy the employee 
may be terminated whether or not the em-
ployee is presently taking FMLA leave. An 
employee may also take FMLA leave to care 
for a covered family member who is receiv-
ing treatment for substance abuse. The em-
ploying office may not take action against 
an employee who is providing care for a cov-
ered family member receiving treatment for 
substance abuse. 
‘‘§ 825.120 Leave for pregnancy or birth 

‘‘(a) General rules. Eligible employees are 
entitled to FMLA leave for pregnancy or 
birth of a son or daughter and to care for the 
newborn child as follows: 

‘‘(1) Both parents are entitled to FMLA 
leave for the birth of their child. 

‘‘(2) Both parents are entitled to FMLA 
leave to be with the healthy newborn child 
(i.e., bonding time) during the 12-month pe-

riod beginning on the date of birth. An em-
ployee’s entitlement to FMLA leave for a 
birth expires at the end of the 12-month pe-
riod beginning on the date of the birth. If the 
employing office permits bonding leave to be 
taken beyond this period, such leave will not 
qualify as FMLA leave. Under this section, 
both parents are entitled to FMLA leave 
even if the newborn does not have a serious 
health condition. 

‘‘(3) Spouses who are eligible for FMLA 
leave and are employed by the same employ-
ing office may be limited to a combined total 
of 12 weeks of leave during any 12-month pe-
riod if the leave is taken for birth of the em-
ployee’s son or daughter or to care for the 
child after birth, for placement of a son or 
daughter with the employee for adoption or 
foster care or to care for the child after 
placement, or to care for the employee’s par-
ent with a serious health condition. This 
limitation on the total weeks of leave ap-
plies to leave taken for the reasons specified 
as long as the spouses are employed by the 
same employing office. It would apply, for 
example, even though the spouses are em-
ployed at two different worksites of an em-
ploying office. On the other hand, if one 
spouse is ineligible for FMLA leave, the 
other spouse would be entitled to a full 12 
weeks of FMLA leave. Where spouses both 
use a portion of the total 12-week FMLA 
leave entitlement for either the birth of a 
child, for placement for adoption or foster 
care, or to care for a parent, the spouses 
would each be entitled to the difference be-
tween the amount he or she has taken indi-
vidually and 12 weeks for FMLA leave for 
other purposes. For example, if each spouse 
took six weeks of leave to care for a healthy, 
newborn child, each could use an additional 
six weeks due to his or her own serious 
health condition or to care for a child with 
a serious health condition. 

‘‘(4) The expectant mother is entitled to 
FMLA leave for incapacity due to pregnancy, 
for prenatal care, or for her own serious 
health condition following the birth of the 
child. An expectant mother may take FMLA 
leave before the birth of the child for pre-
natal care or if her condition makes her un-
able to work. The expectant mother is enti-
tled to leave for incapacity due to pregnancy 
even though she does not receive treatment 
from a health care provider during the ab-
sence, and even if the absence does not last 
for more than three consecutive calendar 
days. 

‘‘(5) A spouse is entitled to FMLA leave if 
needed to care for a pregnant spouse who is 
incapacitated or if needed to care for her 
during her prenatal care, or if needed to care 
for her following the birth of a child if she 
has a serious health condition. See 825.124. 

‘‘(6) Both parents are entitled to FMLA 
leave if needed to care for a child with a seri-
ous health condition if the requirements of 
825.113 through 825.115 and 825.122(d) are met. 
Thus, spouses may each take 12 weeks of 
FMLA leave if needed to care for their new-
born child with a serious health condition, 
even if both are employed by the same em-
ploying office, provided they have not ex-
hausted their entitlements during the appli-
cable 12-month FMLA leave period. 

‘‘(b) Intermittent and reduced schedule leave. 
An eligible employee may use intermittent 
or reduced schedule leave after the birth to 
be with a healthy newborn child only if the 
employing office agrees. For example, an em-
ploying office and employee may agree to a 
part-time work schedule after the birth. If 
the employing office agrees to permit inter-
mittent or reduced schedule leave for the 
birth of a child, the employing office may re-
quire the employee to transfer temporarily, 
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during the period the intermittent or re-
duced leave schedule is required, to an avail-
able alternative position for which the em-
ployee is qualified and which better accom-
modates recurring periods of leave than does 
the employee’s regular position. Transfer to 
an alternative position may require compli-
ance with any applicable collective bar-
gaining agreement and Federal law (such as 
the Americans with Disabilities Act, as made 
applicable by the CAA). Transfer to an alter-
native position may include altering an ex-
isting job to better accommodate the em-
ployee’s need for intermittent or reduced 
leave. The employing office’s agreement is 
not required for intermittent leave required 
by the serious health condition of the ex-
pectant mother or newborn child. See 
825.202–825.205 for general rules governing the 
use of intermittent and reduced schedule 
leave. See 825.121 for rules governing leave 
for adoption or foster care. See 825.601 for 
special rules applicable to instructional em-
ployees of schools. 
‘‘§ 825.121 Leave for adoption or foster care 

‘‘(a) General rules. Eligible employees are 
entitled to FMLA leave for placement with 
the employee of a son or daughter for adop-
tion or foster care and to care for the newly 
placed child as follows: 

‘‘(1) Employees may take FMLA leave be-
fore the actual placement or adoption of a 
child if an absence from work is required for 
the placement for adoption or foster care to 
proceed. For example, the employee may be 
required to attend counseling sessions, ap-
pear in court, consult with his or her attor-
ney or the doctor(s) representing the birth 
parent, submit to a physical examination, or 
travel to another country to complete an 
adoption. The source of an adopted child 
(e.g., whether from a licensed placement 
agency or otherwise) is not a factor in deter-
mining eligibility for leave for this purpose. 

‘‘(2) An employee’s entitlement to leave for 
adoption or foster care expires at the end of 
the 12-month period beginning on the date of 
the placement. If the employing office per-
mits leave for adoption or foster care to be 
taken beyond this period, such leave will not 
qualify as FMLA leave. Under this section, 
the employee is entitled to FMLA leave even 
if the adopted or foster child does not have a 
serious health condition. 

‘‘(3) Spouses who are eligible for FMLA 
leave and are employed by the same covered 
employing office may be limited to a com-
bined total of 12 weeks of leave during any 
12-month period if the leave is taken for the 
placement of the employee’s son or daughter 
or to care for the child after placement, for 
the birth of the employee’s son or daughter 
or to care for the child after birth, or to care 
for the employee’s parent with a serious 
health condition. This limitation on the 
total weeks of leave applies to leave taken 
for the reasons specified as long as the 
spouses are employed by the same employing 
office. It would apply, for example, even 
though the spouses are employed at two dif-
ferent worksites of an employing office. On 
the other hand, if one spouse is ineligible for 
FMLA leave, the other spouse would be enti-
tled to a full 12 weeks of FMLA leave. Where 
spouses both use a portion of the total 12- 
week FMLA leave entitlement for either the 
birth of a child, for placement for adoption 
or foster care, or to care for a parent, the 
spouses would each be entitled to the dif-
ference between the amount he or she has 
taken individually and 12 weeks for FMLA 
leave for other purposes. For example, if 
each spouse took six weeks of leave to care 
for a healthy, newly placed child, each could 
use an additional six weeks due to his or her 
own serious health condition or to care for a 
child with a serious health condition. 

‘‘(4) An eligible employee is entitled to 
FMLA leave in order to care for an adopted 
or foster child with a serious health condi-
tion if the requirements of 825.113 through 
825.115 and 825.122(d) are met. Thus, spouses 
may each take 12 weeks of FMLA leave if 
needed to care for an adopted or foster child 
with a serious health condition, even if both 
are employed by the same employing office, 
provided they have not exhausted their enti-
tlements during the applicable 12-month 
FMLA leave period. 

‘‘(b) Use of intermittent and reduced schedule 
leave. An eligible employee may use inter-
mittent or reduced schedule leave after the 
placement of a healthy child for adoption or 
foster care only if the employing office 
agrees. Thus, for example, the employing of-
fice and employee may agree to a part-time 
work schedule after the placement for bond-
ing purposes. If the employing office agrees 
to permit intermittent or reduced schedule 
leave for the placement for adoption or fos-
ter care, the employing office may require 
the employee to transfer temporarily, during 
the period the intermittent or reduced leave 
schedule is required, to an available alter-
native position for which the employee is 
qualified and which better accommodates re-
curring periods of leave than does the em-
ployee’s regular position. Transfer to an al-
ternative position may require compliance 
with any applicable collective bargaining 
agreement and Federal law (such as the 
Americans with Disabilities Act, as made ap-
plicable by the CAA). Transfer to an alter-
native position may include altering an ex-
isting job to better accommodate the em-
ployee’s need for intermittent or reduced 
leave. The employing office’s agreement is 
not required for intermittent leave required 
by the serious health condition of the adopt-
ed or foster child. See 825.202–825.205 for gen-
eral rules governing the use of intermittent 
and reduced schedule leave. See 825.120 for 
general rules governing leave for pregnancy 
and birth of a child. See 825.601 for special 
rules applicable to instructional employees 
of schools. 
‘‘§ 825.122 Definitions of covered servicemem-

ber, spouse, parent, son or daughter, next 
of kin of a covered servicemember, adop-
tion, foster care, son or daughter on cov-
ered active duty or call to covered active 
duty status, son or daughter of a covered 
servicemember, and parent of a covered 
servicemember 
‘‘(a) Covered servicemember means: 
‘‘(1) A current member of the Armed 

Forces, including a member of the National 
Guard or Reserves, who is undergoing med-
ical treatment, recuperation or therapy, is 
otherwise in outpatient status, or is other-
wise on the temporary disability retired list, 
for a serious injury or illness; or 

‘‘(2) A covered veteran who is undergoing 
medical treatment, recuperation, or therapy 
for a serious injury or illness. Covered vet-
eran means an individual who was a member 
of the Armed Forces (including a member of 
the National Guard or Reserves), and was 
discharged or released under conditions 
other than dishonorable at any time during 
the five-year period prior to the first date 
the eligible employee takes FMLA leave to 
care for the covered veteran. See 
825.127(b)(2). 

‘‘(b) Spouse means a husband or wife. For 
purposes of this definition, husband or wife 
refers to the other person with whom an in-
dividual entered into marriage as defined or 
recognized under State law for purposes of 
marriage in the State in which the marriage 
was entered into or, in the case of a marriage 
entered into outside of any State, if the mar-
riage is valid in the place where entered into 
and could have been entered into in at least 

one State. This definition includes an indi-
vidual in a same-sex or common law mar-
riage that either: 

‘‘(1) Was entered into in a State that recog-
nizes such marriages; or 

‘‘(2) If entered into outside of any State, is 
valid in the place where entered into and 
could have been entered into in at least one 
State. 

‘‘(c) Parent. Parent means a biological, 
adoptive, step, or foster father or mother, or 
any other individual who stood in loco 
parentis to the employee when the employee 
was a son or daughter as defined in para-
graph (d) of this section. This term does not 
include parents ‘in law’. 

‘‘(d) Son or daughter. For purposes of FMLA 
leave taken for birth or adoption, or to care 
for a family member with a serious health 
condition, son or daughter means a biologi-
cal, adopted, or foster child, a stepchild, a 
legal ward, or a child of a person standing in 
loco parentis, who is either under age 18, or 
age 18 or older and ‘incapable of self-care be-
cause of a mental or physical disability’ at 
the time that FMLA leave is to commence. 

‘‘(1) Incapable of self-care means that the 
individual requires active assistance or su-
pervision to provide daily self-care in three 
or more of the activities of daily living 
(ADLs) or instrumental activities of daily 
living (IADLs). Activities of daily living in-
clude adaptive activities such as caring ap-
propriately for one’s grooming and hygiene, 
bathing, dressing, and eating. Instrumental 
activities of daily living include cooking, 
cleaning, shopping, taking public transpor-
tation, paying bills, maintaining a residence, 
using telephones and directories, using a 
post office, etc. 

‘‘(2) Physical or mental disability means a 
physical or mental impairment that substan-
tially limits one or more of the major life ac-
tivities of an individual. Regulations at 29 
C.F.R. 1630.2(h), (i), and (j), issued by the 
Equal Employment Opportunity Commission 
under the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA), (42 U.S.C. 12101 et seq.), provide guid-
ance for these terms. 

‘‘(3) Persons who are ‘in loco parentis’ in-
clude those with day-to-day responsibilities 
to care for and financially support a child, 
or, in the case of an employee, who had such 
responsibility for the employee when the em-
ployee was a child. A biological or legal rela-
tionship is not necessary. 

‘‘(e) Next of kin of a covered servicemember 
means the nearest blood relative other than 
the covered servicemember’s spouse, parent, 
son, or daughter, in the following order of 
priority: blood relatives who have been 
granted legal custody of the covered service-
member by court decree or statutory provi-
sions, brothers and sisters, grandparents, 
aunts and uncles, and first cousins, unless 
the covered servicemember has specifically 
designated in writing another blood relative 
as his or her nearest blood relative for pur-
poses of military caregiver leave under the 
FMLA. When no such designation is made, 
and there are multiple family members with 
the same level of relationship to the covered 
servicemember, all such family members 
shall be considered the covered 
servicemember’s next of kin and may take 
FMLA leave to provide care to the covered 
servicemember, either consecutively or si-
multaneously. When such designation has 
been made, the designated individual shall 
be deemed to be the covered servicemember’s 
only next of kin. See 825.127(d)(3). 

‘‘(f) Adoption means legally and perma-
nently assuming the responsibility of raising 
a child as one’s own. The source of an adopt-
ed child (e.g., whether from a licensed place-
ment agency or otherwise) is not a factor in 
determining eligibility for FMLA leave. See 
825.121 for rules governing leave for adoption. 
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‘‘(g) Foster care means 24-hour care for chil-

dren in substitution for, and away from, 
their parents or guardian. Such placement is 
made by or with the agreement of the State 
as a result of a voluntary agreement between 
the parent or guardian that the child be re-
moved from the home, or pursuant to a judi-
cial determination of the necessity for foster 
care, and involves agreement between the 
State and foster family that the foster fam-
ily will take care of the child. Although fos-
ter care may be with relatives of the child, 
State action is involved in the removal of 
the child from parental custody. See 825.121 
for rules governing leave for foster care. 

‘‘(h) Son or daughter on covered active 
duty or call to covered active duty status 
means the employee’s biological, adopted, or 
foster child, stepchild, legal ward, or a child 
for whom the employee stood in loco 
parentis, who is on covered active duty or 
call to covered active duty status, and who is 
of any age. See 825.126(a)(5). 

‘‘(i) Son or daughter of a covered service-
member means the covered servicemember’s 
biological, adopted, or foster child, stepchild, 
legal ward, or a child for whom the covered 
servicemember stood in loco parentis, and 
who is of any age. See 825.127(d)(1). 

‘‘(j) Parent of a covered servicemember means 
a covered servicemember’s biological, adop-
tive, step, or foster father or mother, or any 
other individual who stood in loco parentis 
to the covered servicemember. This term 
does not include parents ‘in law.’ See 
825.127(d)(2). 

‘‘(k) Documenting relationships. For pur-
poses of confirmation of family relationship, 
the employing office may require the em-
ployee giving notice of the need for leave to 
provide reasonable documentation or state-
ment of family relationship. This docu-
mentation may take the form of a simple 
statement from the employee, or a child’s 
birth certificate, a court document, etc. The 
employing office is entitled to examine docu-
mentation such as a birth certificate, etc., 
but the employee is entitled to the return of 
the official document submitted for this pur-
pose. 
‘‘§ 825.123 Unable to perform the functions of 

the position 
‘‘(a) Definition. An employee is unable to 

perform the functions of the position where 
the health care provider finds that the em-
ployee is unable to work at all or is unable 
to perform any one of the essential functions 
of the employee’s position within the mean-
ing of the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA), as amended and made applicable by 
section 201(a) of the CAA (2 U.S.C. 1311(a)(3)). 
An employee who must be absent from work 
to receive medical treatment for a serious 
health condition is considered to be unable 
to perform the essential functions of the po-
sition during the absence for treatment. 

‘‘(b) Statement of functions. An employing 
office has the option, in requiring certifi-
cation from a health care provider, to pro-
vide a statement of the essential functions of 
the employee’s position for the health care 
provider to review. A sufficient medical cer-
tification must specify what functions of the 
employee’s position the employee is unable 
to perform so that the employing office can 
then determine whether the employee is un-
able to perform one or more essential func-
tions of the employee’s position. For pur-
poses of the FMLA, the essential functions of 
the employee’s position are to be determined 
with reference to the position the employee 
held at the time notice is given or leave 
commenced, whichever is earlier. See 825.306. 
‘‘§ 825.124 Needed to care for a family mem-

ber or covered servicemember 
‘‘(a) The medical certification provision 

that an employee is needed to care for a fam-

ily member or covered servicemember en-
compasses both physical and psychological 
care. It includes situations where, for exam-
ple, because of a serious health condition, 
the family member is unable to care for his 
or her own basic medical, hygienic, or nutri-
tional needs or safety, or is unable to trans-
port himself or herself to the doctor. The 
term also includes providing psychological 
comfort and reassurance which would be ben-
eficial to a child, spouse or parent with a se-
rious health condition who is receiving inpa-
tient or home care. 

‘‘(b) The term also includes situations 
where the employee may be needed to sub-
stitute for others who normally care for the 
family member or covered servicemember, or 
to make arrangements for changes in care, 
such as transfer to a nursing home. The em-
ployee need not be the only individual or 
family member available to care for the fam-
ily member or covered servicemember. 

‘‘(c) An employee’s intermittent leave or a 
reduced leave schedule necessary to care for 
a family member or covered servicemember 
includes not only a situation where the con-
dition of the family member or covered serv-
icemember itself is intermittent, but also 
where the employee is only needed intermit-
tently—such as where other care is normally 
available, or care responsibilities are shared 
with another member of the family or a 
third party. See 825.202–825.205 for rules gov-
erning the use of intermittent or reduced 
schedule leave. 
‘‘§ 825.125 Definition of health care provider 

‘‘(a) The FMLA, as made applicable by the 
CAA, defines health care provider as: 

‘‘(1) A doctor of medicine or osteopathy 
who is authorized to practice medicine or 
surgery (as appropriate) by the State in 
which the doctor practices; or 

‘‘(2) Any other person determined by the 
Office of Congressional Workplace Rights to 
be capable of providing health care services. 

‘‘(3) In making a determination referred to 
in subparagraph (a)(2), and absent good cause 
shown to do otherwise, the Office of Congres-
sional Workplace Rights will follow any de-
termination made by the Department of 
Labor (under section 101(6)(B) of FMLA (29 
U.S.C. 2611(6)(B))) that a person is capable of 
providing health care services, provided the 
determination by the Department of Labor 
was not made at the request of a person who 
was then a covered employee. 

‘‘(b) Others capable of providing health 
care services include only: 

‘‘(1) Podiatrists, dentists, clinical psy-
chologists, optometrists, and chiropractors 
(limited to treatment consisting of manual 
manipulation of the spine to correct a sub-
luxation as demonstrated by X-ray to exist) 
authorized to practice in the State and per-
forming within the scope of their practice as 
defined under State law; 

‘‘(2) Nurse practitioners, nurse-midwives, 
clinical social workers, and physician assist-
ants who are authorized to practice under 
State law and who are performing within the 
scope of their practice as defined under State 
law; 

‘‘(3) Christian Science Practitioners listed 
with the First Church of Christ, Scientist in 
Boston, Massachusetts. Where an employee 
or family member is receiving treatment 
from a Christian Science practitioner, an 
employee may not object to any requirement 
from an employing office that the employee 
or family member submit to examination 
(though not treatment) to obtain a second or 
third certification from a health care pro-
vider other than a Christian Science practi-
tioner except as otherwise provided under 
applicable State or local law or collective 
bargaining agreement; 

‘‘(4) Any health care provider from whom 
an employing office or the employing office’s 

group health plan’s benefits manager will ac-
cept certification of the existence of a seri-
ous health condition to substantiate a claim 
for benefits; and 

‘‘(5) A health care provider listed above 
who practices in a country other than the 
United States, who is authorized to practice 
in accordance with the law of that country, 
and who is performing within the scope of 
his or her practice as defined under such law. 

‘‘(c) The phrase authorized to practice in 
the State as used in this section means that 
the provider must be authorized to diagnose 
and treat physical or mental health condi-
tions. 

‘‘§ 825.126 Leave because of a qualifying exi-
gency 

‘‘(a) Eligible employees may take FMLA 
leave for a qualifying exigency while the em-
ployee’s spouse, son, daughter, or parent (the 
military member or member) is on covered 
active duty or call to covered active duty 
status (or has been notified of an impending 
call or order to covered active duty). 

‘‘(1) Covered active duty or call to covered ac-
tive duty status in the case of a member of the 
Regular Armed Forces means duty during 
the deployment of the member with the 
Armed Forces to a foreign country. The ac-
tive duty orders of a member of the Regular 
components of the Armed Forces will gen-
erally specify if the member is deployed to a 
foreign country. 

‘‘(2) Covered active duty or call to covered ac-
tive duty status in the case of a member of the 
Reserve components of the Armed Forces 
means duty during the deployment of the 
member with the Armed Forces to a foreign 
country under a Federal call or order to ac-
tive duty in support of a contingency oper-
ation pursuant to: section 688 of title 10 of 
the United States Code, which authorizes or-
dering to active duty retired members of the 
Regular Armed Forces and members of the 
retired Reserve who retired after completing 
at least 20 years of active service; section 
12301(a) of title 10 of the United States Code, 
which authorizes ordering all reserve compo-
nent members to active duty in the case of 
war or national emergency; section 12302 of 
title 10 of the United States Code, which au-
thorizes ordering any unit or unassigned 
member of the Ready Reserve to active duty; 
section 12304 of title 10 of the United States 
Code, which authorizes ordering any unit or 
unassigned member of the Selected Reserve 
and certain members of the Individual Ready 
Reserve to active duty; section 12305 of title 
10 of the United States Code, which author-
izes the suspension of promotion, retirement 
or separation rules for certain Reserve com-
ponents; section 12406 of title 10 of the 
United States Code, which authorizes calling 
the National Guard into Federal service in 
certain circumstances; chapter 15 of title 10 
of the United States Code, which authorizes 
calling the National Guard and State mili-
tary into Federal service in the case of insur-
rections and national emergencies; or any 
other provision of law during a war or during 
a national emergency declared by the Presi-
dent or Congress so long as it is in support of 
a contingency operation. See 10 U.S.C. 
101(a)(13)(B). 

‘‘(A) For purposes of covered active duty or 
call to covered active duty status, the Re-
serve components of the Armed Forces in-
clude the Army National Guard of the 
United States, Army Reserve, Navy Reserve, 
Marine Corps Reserve, Air National Guard of 
the United States, Air Force Reserve, and 
Coast Guard Reserve, and retired members of 
the Regular Armed Forces or Reserves who 
are called up in support of a contingency op-
eration pursuant to one of the provisions of 
law identified in paragraph (a)(2). 
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‘‘(B) The active duty orders of a member of 

the Reserve components will generally speci-
fy if the military member is serving in sup-
port of a contingency operation by citation 
to the relevant section of title 10 of the 
United States Code and/or by reference to 
the specific name of the contingency oper-
ation and will specify that the deployment is 
to a foreign country. 

‘‘(3) Deployment of the member with the 
Armed Forces to a foreign country means de-
ployment to areas outside of the United 
States, the District of Columbia, or any Ter-
ritory or possession of the United States, in-
cluding international waters. 

‘‘(4) A call to covered active duty for pur-
poses of leave taken because of a qualifying 
exigency refers to a Federal call to active 
duty. State calls to active duty are not cov-
ered unless under order of the President of 
the United States pursuant to one of the pro-
visions of law identified in paragraph (a)(2) 
of this section. 

‘‘(5) Son or daughter on covered active duty 
or call to covered active duty status means the 
employee’s biological, adopted, or foster 
child, stepchild, legal ward, or a child for 
whom the employee stood in loco parentis, 
who is on covered active duty or call to cov-
ered active duty status, and who is of any 
age. 

‘‘(b) An eligible employee may take FMLA 
leave for one or more of the following quali-
fying exigencies: 

‘‘(1) Short-notice deployment. (A) To address 
any issue that arises from the fact that the 
military member is notified of an impending 
call or order to covered active duty seven or 
less calendar days prior to the date of de-
ployment; 

‘‘(B) Leave taken for this purpose can be 
used for a period of seven calendar days be-
ginning on the date the military member is 
notified of an impending call or order to cov-
ered active duty; 

‘‘(2) Military events and related activities. 
‘‘(A) To attend any official ceremony, pro-

gram, or event sponsored by the military 
that is related to the covered active duty or 
call to covered active duty status of the 
military member; and 

‘‘(B) To attend family support or assist-
ance programs and informational briefings 
sponsored or promoted by the military, mili-
tary service organizations, or the American 
Red Cross that are related to the covered ac-
tive duty or call to covered active duty sta-
tus of the military member; 

‘‘(3) Childcare and school activities. For the 
purposes of leave for childcare and school ac-
tivities listed in (A) through (D) of this para-
graph, a child of the military member must 
be the military member’s biological, adopt-
ed, or foster child, stepchild, legal ward, or 
child for whom the military member stands 
in loco parentis, who is either under 18 years 
of age or 18 years of age or older and incapa-
ble of self-care because of a mental or phys-
ical disability at the time that FMLA leave 
is to commence. As with all instances of 
qualifying exigency leave, the military mem-
ber must be the spouse, son, daughter, or 
parent of the employee requesting qualifying 
exigency leave. 

‘‘(A) To arrange for alternative childcare 
for a child of the military member when the 
covered active duty or call to covered active 
duty status of the military member neces-
sitates a change in the existing childcare ar-
rangement; 

‘‘(B) To provide childcare for a child of the 
military member on an urgent, immediate 
need basis (but not on a routine, regular, or 
everyday basis) when the need to provide 
such care arises from the covered active duty 
or call to covered active duty status of the 
military member; 

‘‘(C) To enroll in or transfer to a new 
school or day care facility a child of the 
military member when enrollment or trans-
fer is necessitated by the covered active duty 
or call to covered active duty status of the 
military member; and 

‘‘(D) To attend meetings with staff at a 
school or a daycare facility, such as meet-
ings with school officials regarding discipli-
nary measures, parent-teacher conferences, 
or meetings with school counselors, for a 
child of the military member, when such 
meetings are necessary due to circumstances 
arising from the covered active duty or call 
to covered active duty status of the military 
member; 

‘‘(4) Financial and legal arrangements. (A) 
To make or update financial or legal ar-
rangements to address the military mem-
ber’s absence while on covered active duty or 
call to covered active duty status, such as 
preparing and executing financial and 
healthcare powers of attorney, transferring 
bank account signature authority, enrolling 
in the Defense Enrollment Eligibility Re-
porting System (DEERS), obtaining military 
identification cards, or preparing or updat-
ing a will or living trust; and 

‘‘(B) To act as the military member’s rep-
resentative before a Federal, State, or local 
agency for purposes of obtaining, arranging, 
or appealing military service benefits while 
the military member is on covered active 
duty or call to covered active duty status, 
and for a period of 90 days following the ter-
mination of the military member’s covered 
active duty status; 

‘‘(5) Counseling. To attend counseling pro-
vided by someone other than a health care 
provider, for oneself, for the military mem-
ber, or for the biological, adopted, or foster 
child, a stepchild, or a legal ward of the mili-
tary member, or a child for whom the mili-
tary member stands in loco parentis, who is 
either under age 18, or age 18 or older and in-
capable of self-care because of a mental or 
physical disability at the time that FMLA 
leave is to commence, provided that the need 
for counseling arises from the covered active 
duty or call to covered active duty status of 
the military member; 

‘‘(6) Rest and Recuperation. (A) To spend 
time with the military member who is on 
short-term, temporary, Rest and Recuper-
ation leave during the period of deployment; 

‘‘(B) Leave taken for this purpose can be 
used for a period of 15 calendar days begin-
ning on the date the military member com-
mences each instance of Rest and Recuper-
ation leave; 

‘‘(7) Post-deployment activities. (A) To attend 
arrival ceremonies, reintegration briefings 
and events, and any other official ceremony 
or program sponsored by the military for a 
period of 90 days following the termination 
of the military member’s covered active 
duty status; and 

‘‘(B) To address issues that arise from the 
death of the military member while on cov-
ered active duty status, such as meeting and 
recovering the body of the military member, 
making funeral arrangements, and attending 
funeral services; 

‘‘(8) Parental care. For purposes of leave for 
parental care listed in (A) through (D) of this 
paragraph, the parent of the military mem-
ber must be incapable of self-care and must 
be the military member’s biological, adop-
tive, step, or foster father or mother, or any 
other individual who stood in loco parentis 
to the military member when the member 
was under 18 years of age. A parent who is in-
capable of self-care means that the parent 
requires active assistance or supervision to 
provide daily self-care in three or more of 
the activities of daily living or instrumental 
activities of daily living. Activities of daily 
living include adaptive activities such as 

caring appropriately for one’s grooming and 
hygiene, bathing, dressing, and eating. In-
strumental activities of daily living include 
cooking, cleaning, shopping, taking public 
transportation, paying bills, maintaining a 
residence, using telephones and directories, 
using a post office, etc. As with all instances 
of qualifying exigency leave, the military 
member must be the spouse, son, daughter, 
or parent of the employee requesting quali-
fying exigency leave. 

‘‘(A) To arrange for alternative care for a 
parent of the military member when the par-
ent is incapable of self-care and the covered 
active duty or call to covered active duty 
status of the military member necessitates a 
change in the existing care arrangement for 
the parent; 

‘‘(B) To provide care for a parent of the 
military member on an urgent, immediate 
need basis (but not on a routine, regular, or 
everyday basis) when the parent is incapable 
of self-care and the need to provide such care 
arises from the covered active duty or call to 
covered active duty status of the military 
member; 

‘‘(C) To admit to or transfer to a care facil-
ity a parent of the military member when 
admittance or transfer is necessitated by the 
covered active duty or call to covered active 
duty status of the military member; and 

‘‘(D) To attend meetings with staff at a 
care facility, such as meetings with hospice 
or social service providers for a parent of the 
military member, when such meetings are 
necessary due to circumstances arising from 
the covered active duty or call to covered ac-
tive duty status of the military member but 
not for routine or regular meetings; 

‘‘(9) Additional activities. To address other 
events which arise out of the military mem-
ber’s covered active duty or call to covered 
active duty status provided that the employ-
ing office and employee agree that such 
leave shall qualify as an exigency, and agree 
to both the timing and duration of such 
leave. 
‘‘§ 825.127 Leave to care for a covered service-

member with a serious injury or illness 
(military caregiver leave) 
‘‘(a) Eligible employees are entitled to 

FMLA leave to care for a covered service-
member with a serious illness or injury. 

‘‘(b) Covered servicemember means: 
‘‘(1) A current member of the Armed 

Forces, including a member of the National 
Guard or Reserves, who is undergoing med-
ical treatment, recuperation, or therapy, is 
otherwise in outpatient status; or is other-
wise on the temporary disability retired list, 
for a serious injury or illness. Outpatient 
status means the status of a member of the 
Armed Forces assigned to either a military 
medical treatment facility as an outpatient 
or a unit established for the purpose of pro-
viding command and control of members of 
the Armed Forces receiving medical care as 
outpatients. 

‘‘(2) A covered veteran who is undergoing 
medical treatment, recuperation or therapy 
for a serious injury or illness. Covered vet-
eran means an individual who was a member 
of the Armed Forces (including a member of 
the National Guard or Reserves), and was 
discharged or released under conditions 
other than dishonorable at any time during 
the five-year period prior to the first date 
the eligible employee takes FMLA leave to 
care for the covered veteran. An eligible em-
ployee must commence leave to care for a 
covered veteran within five years of the vet-
eran’s active duty service, but the single 12- 
month period described in paragraph (e)(1) of 
this section may extend beyond the five-year 
period. 

‘‘(3) For an individual who was a member 
of the Armed Forces (including a member of 
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the National Guard or Reserves) and who was 
discharged or released under conditions 
other than dishonorable prior to the effec-
tive date of this Final Rule, the period be-
tween October 28, 2009, and the effective date 
of this Final Rule shall not count towards 
the determination of the five-year period for 
covered veteran status. 

‘‘(c) A serious injury or illness means: 
‘‘(1) In the case of a current member of the 

Armed Forces, including a member of the 
National Guard or Reserves, means an injury 
or illness that was incurred by the covered 
servicemember in the line of duty on active 
duty in the Armed Forces or that existed be-
fore the beginning of the member’s active 
duty and was aggravated by service in the 
line of duty on active duty in the Armed 
Forces, and that may render the member 
medically unfit to perform the duties of the 
member’s office, grade, rank, or rating; and 

‘‘(2) In the case of a covered veteran, 
means an injury or illness that was incurred 
by the member in the line of duty on active 
duty in the Armed Forces (or existed before 
the beginning of the member’s active duty 
and was aggravated by service in the line of 
duty on active duty in the Armed Forces), 
and manifested itself before or after the 
member became a veteran, and is: 

‘‘(A) A continuation of a serious injury or 
illness that was incurred or aggravated when 
the covered veteran was a member of the 
Armed Forces and rendered the servicemem-
ber unable to perform the duties of the 
servicemember’s office, grade, rank, or rat-
ing; or 

‘‘(B) A physical or mental condition for 
which the covered veteran has received a De-
partment of Veterans Affairs Service-Re-
lated Disability Rating (VASRD) of 50 per-
cent or greater, and such VASRD rating is 
based, in whole or in part, on the condition 
precipitating the need for military caregiver 
leave; or 

‘‘(C) A physical or mental condition that 
substantially impairs the covered veteran’s 
ability to secure or follow a substantially 
gainful occupation by reason of a disability 
or disabilities related to military service, or 
would do so absent treatment; or 

‘‘(D) An injury, including a psychological 
injury, on the basis of which the covered vet-
eran has been enrolled in the Department of 
Veterans Affairs Program of Comprehensive 
Assistance for Family Caregivers. 

‘‘(d) In order to care for a covered service-
member, an eligible employee must be the 
spouse, son, daughter, or parent, or next of 
kin of a covered servicemember. 

‘‘(1) Son or daughter of a covered service-
member means the covered servicemember’s 
biological, adopted, or foster child, stepchild, 
legal ward, or a child for whom the covered 
servicemember stood in loco parentis, and 
who is of any age. 

‘‘(2) Parent of a covered servicemember 
means a covered servicemember’s biological, 
adoptive, step, or foster father or mother, or 
any other individual who stood in loco 
parentis to the covered servicemember. This 
term does not include parents ‘in law’. 

‘‘(3) Next of kin of a covered servicemem-
ber means the nearest blood relative, other 
than the covered servicemember’s spouse, 
parent, son, or daughter, in the following 
order of priority: blood relatives who have 
been granted legal custody of the service-
member by court decree or statutory provi-
sions, brothers and sisters, grandparents, 
aunts and uncles, and first cousins, unless 
the covered servicemember has specifically 
designated in writing another blood relative 
as his or her nearest blood relative for pur-
poses of military caregiver leave under the 
FMLA. When no such designation is made, 
and there are multiple family members with 
the same level of relationship to the covered 

servicemember, all such family members 
shall be considered the covered 
servicemember’s next of kin and may take 
FMLA leave to provide care to the covered 
servicemember, either consecutively or si-
multaneously. When such designation has 
been made, the designated individual shall 
be deemed to be the covered servicemember’s 
only next of kin. For example, if a covered 
servicemember has three siblings and has 
not designated a blood relative to provide 
care, all three siblings would be considered 
the covered servicemember’s next of kin. Al-
ternatively, where a covered servicemember 
has a sibling(s) and designates a cousin as 
his or her next of kin for FMLA purposes, 
then only the designated cousin is eligible as 
the covered servicemember’s next of kin. An 
employing office is permitted to require an 
employee to provide confirmation of covered 
family relationship to the covered service-
member pursuant to 825.122(k). 

‘‘(e) An eligible employee is entitled to 26 
workweeks of leave to care for a covered 
servicemember with a serious injury or ill-
ness during a single 12–month period. 

‘‘(1) The single 12-month period described 
in paragraph (e) of this section begins on the 
first day the eligible employee takes FMLA 
leave to care for a covered servicemember 
and ends 12 months after that date, regard-
less of the method used by the employing of-
fice to determine the employee’s 12 work-
weeks of leave entitlement for other FMLA- 
qualifying reasons. If an eligible employee 
does not take all of his or her 26 workweeks 
of leave entitlement to care for a covered 
servicemember during this single 12-month 
period, the remaining part of his or her 26 
workweeks of leave entitlement to care for 
the covered servicemember is forfeited. 

‘‘(2) The leave entitlement described in 
paragraph (e) of this section is to be applied 
on a per-covered-servicemember, per-injury 
basis such that an eligible employee may be 
entitled to take more than one period of 26 
workweeks of leave if the leave is to care for 
different covered servicemembers or to care 
for the same servicemember with a subse-
quent serious injury or illness, except that 
no more than 26 workweeks of leave may be 
taken within any single 12-month period. An 
eligible employee may take more than one 
period of 26 workweeks of leave to care for a 
covered servicemember with more than one 
serious injury or illness only when the seri-
ous injury or illness is a subsequent serious 
injury or illness. When an eligible employee 
takes leave to care for more than one cov-
ered servicemember or for a subsequent seri-
ous injury or illness of the same covered 
servicemember, and the single 12-month pe-
riods corresponding to the different military 
caregiver leave entitlements overlap, the 
employee is limited to taking no more than 
26 workweeks of leave in each single 12- 
month period. 

‘‘(3) An eligible employee is entitled to a 
combined total of 26 workweeks of leave for 
any FMLA-qualifying reason during the sin-
gle 12-month period described in paragraph 
(e) of this section, provided that the em-
ployee is entitled to no more than 12 work-
weeks of leave for one or more of the fol-
lowing: in connection with the birth of a son 
or daughter of the employee and in order to 
care for such son or daughter; in connection 
with the placement of a son or daughter with 
the employee for adoption or foster care; in 
order to care for the spouse, son, daughter, 
or parent with a serious health condition; be-
cause of the employee’s own serious health 
condition; or because of a qualifying exi-
gency. Thus, for example, an eligible em-
ployee may, during the single 12-month pe-
riod, take 16 workweeks of FMLA leave to 
care for a covered servicemember and 10 
workweeks of FMLA leave to care for a new-

born child. However, the employee may not 
take more than 12 weeks of FMLA leave to 
care for the newborn child during the single 
12-month period, even if the employee takes 
fewer than 14 workweeks of FMLA leave to 
care for a covered servicemember. 

‘‘(4) In all circumstances, including for 
leave taken to care for a covered service-
member, the employing office is responsible 
for designating leave, paid or unpaid, as 
FMLA-qualifying, and for giving notice of 
the designation to the employee as provided 
in 825.300. In the case of leave that qualifies 
as both leave to care for a covered service-
member and leave to care for a family mem-
ber with a serious health condition during 
the single 12-month period described in para-
graph (e) of this section, the employing of-
fice must designate such leave as leave to 
care for a covered servicemember in the first 
instance. Leave that qualifies as both leave 
to care for a covered servicemember and 
leave taken to care for a family member 
with a serious health condition during the 
single 12-month period described in para-
graph (e) of this section must not be des-
ignated and counted as both leave to care for 
a covered servicemember and leave to care 
for a family member with a serious health 
condition. As is the case with leave taken for 
other qualifying reasons, employing offices 
may retroactively designate leave as leave 
to care for a covered servicemember pursu-
ant to 825.301(d). 

‘‘(f) Spouses who are eligible for FMLA 
leave and are employed by the same covered 
employing office may be limited to a com-
bined total of 26 workweeks of leave during 
the single 12-month period described in para-
graph (e) of this section if the leave is taken 
for birth of the employee’s son or daughter 
or to care for the child after birth, for place-
ment of a son or daughter with the employee 
for adoption or foster care, or to care for the 
child after placement, to care for the em-
ployee’s parent with a serious health condi-
tion, or to care for a covered servicemember 
with a serious injury or illness. This limita-
tion on the total weeks of leave applies to 
leave taken for the reasons specified as long 
as the spouses are employed by the same em-
ploying office. It would apply, for example, 
even though the spouses are employed at two 
different worksites. On the other hand, if one 
spouse is ineligible for FMLA leave, the 
other spouse would be entitled to a full 26 
workweeks of FMLA leave. 
‘‘Subpart B—Employee Leave Entitlements 

Under The Family And Medical Leave Act, 
As Made Applicable By The Congressional 
Accountability Act 

‘‘§ 825.200 Amount of leave 
‘‘(a) Except in the case of leave to care for 

a covered servicemember with a serious in-
jury or illness, an eligible employee’s FMLA 
leave entitlement is limited to a total of 12 
workweeks of leave during any 12-month pe-
riod for any one, or more, of the following 
reasons: 

‘‘(1) The birth of the employee’s son or 
daughter, and to care for the newborn child; 

‘‘(2) The placement with the employee of a 
son or daughter for adoption or foster care, 
and to care for the newly placed child; 

‘‘(3) To care for the employee’s spouse, son, 
daughter, or parent with a serious health 
condition; 

‘‘(4) Because of a serious health condition 
that makes the employee unable to perform 
one or more of the essential functions of his 
or her job; and 

‘‘(5) Because of any qualifying exigency 
arising out of the fact that the employee’s 
spouse, son, daughter, or parent is a military 
member on covered active duty status (or 
has been notified of an impending call or 
order to covered active duty). 
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‘‘(b) An employing office is permitted to 

choose any one of the following methods for 
determining the 12-month period in which 
the 12 weeks of leave entitlement described 
in paragraph (a) of this section occurs: 

‘‘(1) The calendar year; 
‘‘(2) Any fixed 12-month leave year, such as 

a fiscal year or a year starting on an employ-
ee’s anniversary date; 

‘‘(3) The 12-month period measured forward 
from the date any employee’s first FMLA 
leave under paragraph (a) begins; or 

‘‘(4) A ‘rolling’ 12-month period measured 
backward from the date an employee uses 
any FMLA leave as described in paragraph 
(a). 

‘‘(c) Under methods in paragraphs (b)(1) 
and (b)(2) of this section an employee would 
be entitled to up to 12 weeks of FMLA leave 
at any time in the fixed 12-month period se-
lected. An employee could, therefore, take 12 
weeks of leave at the end of the year and 12 
weeks at the beginning of the following year. 
Under the method in paragraph (b)(3) of this 
section, an employee would be entitled to 12 
weeks of leave during the year beginning on 
the first date FMLA leave is taken; the next 
12-month period would begin the first time 
FMLA leave is taken after completion of any 
previous 12-month period. Under the method 
in paragraph (b)(4) of this section, the ‘roll-
ing’ 12-month period, each time an employee 
takes FMLA leave the remaining leave enti-
tlement would be any balance of the 12 
weeks which has not been used during the 
immediately preceding 12 months. For exam-
ple, if an employee has taken eight weeks of 
leave during the past 12 months, an addi-
tional four weeks of leave could be taken. If 
an employee used four weeks beginning Feb-
ruary 1, 2008, four weeks beginning June 1, 
2008, and four weeks beginning December 1, 
2008, the employee would not be entitled to 
any additional leave until February 1, 2009. 
However, beginning on February 1, 2009, the 
employee would again be eligible to take 
FMLA leave, recouping the right to take the 
leave in the same manner and amounts in 
which it was used in the previous year. Thus, 
the employee would recoup (and be entitled 
to use) one additional day of FMLA leave 
each day for four weeks, commencing Feb-
ruary 1, 2009. The employee would also begin 
to recoup additional days beginning on June 
1, 2009, and additional days beginning on De-
cember 1, 2009. Accordingly, employing of-
fices using the rolling 12-month period may 
need to calculate whether the employee is 
entitled to take FMLA leave each time that 
leave is requested, and employees taking 
FMLA leave on such a basis may fall in and 
out of FMLA protection based on their 
FMLA usage in the prior 12 months. For ex-
ample, in the example above, if the employee 
needs six weeks of leave for a serious health 
condition commencing February 1, 2009, only 
the first four weeks of the leave would be 
FMLA-protected. 

‘‘(d)(1) Employing offices will be allowed to 
choose any one of the alternatives in para-
graph (b) of this section for the leave entitle-
ments described in paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion provided the alternative chosen is ap-
plied consistently and uniformly to all em-
ployees. An employing office wishing to 
change to another alternative is required to 
give at least 60 days’ notice to all employees, 
and the transition must take place in such a 
way that the employees retain the full ben-
efit of 12 weeks of leave under whichever 
method affords the greatest benefit to the 
employee. Under no circumstances may a 
new method be implemented in order to 
avoid the CAA’s FMLA leave requirements. 

‘‘(2) øReserved¿ 
‘‘(e) If an employing office fails to select 

one of the options in paragraph (b) of this 
section for measuring the 12-month period 

for the leave entitlements described in para-
graph (a), the option that provides the most 
beneficial outcome for the employee will be 
used. The employing office may subse-
quently select an option only by providing 
the 60-day notice to all employees of the op-
tion the employing office intends to imple-
ment. During the running of the 60-day pe-
riod any other employee who needs FMLA 
leave may use the option providing the most 
beneficial outcome to that employee. At the 
conclusion of the 60-day period the employ-
ing office may implement the selected op-
tion. 

‘‘(f) An eligible employee’s FMLA leave en-
titlement is limited to a total of 26 work-
weeks of leave during a single 12-month pe-
riod to care for a covered servicemember 
with a serious injury or illness. An employ-
ing office shall determine the single 12- 
month period in which the 26 weeks of leave 
entitlement described in this paragraph oc-
curs using the 12-month period measured for-
ward from the date an employee’s first 
FMLA leave to care for the covered service-
member begins. See 825.127(e)(1). 

‘‘(g) During the single 12-month period de-
scribed in paragraph (f), an eligible employ-
ee’s FMLA leave entitlement is limited to a 
combined total of 26 workweeks of FMLA 
leave for any qualifying reason. See 
825.127(e)(3). 

‘‘(h) For purposes of determining the 
amount of leave used by an employee, the 
fact that a holiday may occur within the 
week taken as FMLA leave has no effect; the 
week is counted as a week of FMLA leave. 
However, if an employee is using FMLA 
leave in increments of less than one week, 
the holiday will not count against the em-
ployee’s FMLA entitlement unless the em-
ployee was otherwise scheduled and expected 
to work during the holiday. Similarly, if for 
some reason the employing office’s business 
activity has temporarily ceased and employ-
ees generally are not expected to report for 
work for one or more weeks (e.g., a school 
closing two weeks for the Christmas/New 
Year holiday or the summer vacation or an 
employing office closing the office for re-
pairs), the days the employing office’s activi-
ties have ceased do not count against the 
employee’s FMLA leave entitlement. Meth-
ods for determining an employee’s 12-week 
leave entitlement are also described in 
825.205. 

‘‘(i)(1) If employing offices jointly employ 
an employee, and if they designate a primary 
employing office pursuant to 825.106(c), the 
primary employing office may choose any 
one of the alternatives in paragraph (b) of 
this section for measuring the 12-month pe-
riod, provided that the alternative chosen is 
applied consistently and uniformly to all 
employees of the primary employing office 
including the jointly employed employee. 

‘‘(2) If employing offices fail to designate a 
primary employing office pursuant to 
825.106(c), an employee jointly employed by 
the employing offices may, by so notifying 
one of the employing offices, select that em-
ploying office to be the primary employing 
office of the employee for purposes of the ap-
plication of paragraphs (d) and (e) of this sec-
tion. 

‘‘(j) If, before beginning employment with 
an employing office, an employee had been 
employed by another employing office, the 
subsequent employing office may count 
against the employee’s FMLA leave entitle-
ment FMLA leave taken from the prior em-
ploying office, so long as the prior employing 
office properly designated the leave as 
FMLA under these regulations or other ap-
plicable requirements. 
‘‘§ 825.201 Leave to care for a parent 

‘‘(a) General rule. An eligible employee is 
entitled to FMLA leave if needed to care for 

the employee’s parent with a serious health 
condition. Care for parents-in-law is not cov-
ered by the FMLA. See 825.122(c) for defini-
tion of parent. 

‘‘(b) Same employing office limitation. 
Spouses who are eligible for FMLA leave and 
are employed by the same covered employing 
office may be limited to a combined total of 
12 weeks of leave during any 12-month period 
if the leave is taken to care for the employ-
ee’s parent with a serious health condition, 
for the birth of the employee’s son or daugh-
ter or to care for the child after the birth, or 
for placement of a son or daughter with the 
employee for adoption or foster care or to 
care for the child after placement. This limi-
tation on the total weeks of leave applies to 
leave taken for the reasons specified as long 
as the spouses are employed by the same em-
ploying office. It would apply, for example, 
even though the spouses are employed at two 
different worksites of an employing office. 
On the other hand, if one spouse is ineligible 
for FMLA leave, the other spouse would be 
entitled to a full 12 weeks of FMLA leave. 
Where the spouses both use a portion of the 
total 12-week FMLA leave entitlement for 
either the birth of a child, for placement for 
adoption or foster care, or to care for a par-
ent, the spouses would each be entitled to 
the difference between the amount he or she 
has taken individually and 12 weeks for 
FMLA leave for other purposes. For example, 
if each spouse took six weeks of leave to care 
for a parent, each could use an additional six 
weeks due to his or her own serious health 
condition or to care for a child with a serious 
health condition. See also 825.127(d). 
‘‘§ 825.202 Intermittent leave or reduced leave 

schedule 
‘‘(a) Definition. FMLA leave may be taken 

intermittently or on a reduced leave sched-
ule under certain circumstances. Intermit-
tent leave is FMLA leave taken in separate 
blocks of time due to a single qualifying rea-
son. A reduced leave schedule is a leave 
schedule that reduces an employee’s usual 
number of working hours per workweek, or 
hours per workday. A reduced leave schedule 
is a change in the employee’s schedule for a 
period of time, normally from full-time to 
part-time. 

‘‘(b) Medical necessity. For intermittent 
leave or leave on a reduced leave schedule 
taken because of one’s own serious health 
condition, to care for a spouse, parent, son, 
or daughter with a serious health condition, 
or to care for a covered servicemember with 
a serious injury or illness, there must be a 
medical need for leave and it must be that 
such medical need can be best accommo-
dated through an intermittent or reduced 
leave schedule. The treatment regimen and 
other information described in the certifi-
cation of a serious health condition and in 
the certification of a serious injury or ill-
ness, if required by the employing office, ad-
dresses the medical necessity of intermittent 
leave or leave on a reduced leave schedule. 
See 825.306, 825.310. Leave may be taken 
intermittently or on a reduced leave sched-
ule when medically necessary for planned 
and/or unanticipated medical treatment of a 
serious health condition or of a covered 
servicemember’s serious injury or illness, or 
for recovery from treatment or recovery 
from a serious health condition or a covered 
servicemember’s serious injury or illness. It 
may also be taken to provide care or psycho-
logical comfort to a covered family member 
with a serious health condition or a covered 
servicemember with a serious injury or ill-
ness. 

‘‘(1) Intermittent leave may be taken for a 
serious health condition of a spouse, parent, 
son, or daughter, for the employee’s own se-
rious health condition, or a serious injury or 
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illness of a covered servicemember which re-
quires treatment by a health care provider 
periodically, rather than for one continuous 
period of time, and may include leave of pe-
riods from an hour or more to several weeks. 
Examples of intermittent leave would in-
clude leave taken on an occasional basis for 
medical appointments, or leave taken sev-
eral days at a time spread over a period of 
six months, such as for chemotherapy. A 
pregnant employee may take leave intermit-
tently for prenatal examinations or for her 
own condition, such as for periods of severe 
morning sickness. An example of an em-
ployee taking leave on a reduced leave 
schedule is an employee who is recovering 
from a serious health condition and is not 
strong enough to work a full-time schedule. 

‘‘(2) Intermittent or reduced schedule leave 
may be taken for absences where the em-
ployee or family member is incapacitated or 
unable to perform the essential functions of 
the position because of a chronic serious 
health condition or a serious injury or ill-
ness of a covered servicemember, even if he 
or she does not receive treatment by a 
health care provider. See 825.113 and 825.127. 

‘‘(c) Birth or placement. When leave is taken 
after the birth of a healthy child or place-
ment of a healthy child for adoption or fos-
ter care, an employee may take leave inter-
mittently or on a reduced leave schedule 
only if the employing office agrees. Such a 
schedule reduction might occur, for example, 
where an employee, with the employing of-
fice’s agreement, works part-time after the 
birth of a child, or takes leave in several seg-
ments. The employing office’s agreement is 
not required, however, for leave during 
which the expectant mother has a serious 
health condition in connection with the 
birth of her child or if the newborn child has 
a serious health condition. See 825.204 for 
rules governing transfer to an alternative 
position that better accommodates intermit-
tent leave. See also 825.120 (pregnancy) and 
825.121 (adoption and foster care). 

‘‘(d) Qualifying exigency. Leave due to a 
qualifying exigency may be taken on an 
intermittent or reduced leave schedule basis. 
‘‘§ 825.203 Scheduling of intermittent or re-

duced schedule leave 
‘‘Eligible employees may take FMLA leave 

on an intermittent or reduced schedule basis 
when medically necessary due to the serious 
health condition of a covered family member 
or the employee or the serious injury or ill-
ness of a covered servicemember. See 825.202. 
Eligible employees may also take FMLA 
leave on an intermittent or reduced schedule 
basis when necessary because of a qualifying 
exigency. If an employee needs leave inter-
mittently or on a reduced leave schedule for 
planned medical treatment, then the em-
ployee must make a reasonable effort to 
schedule the treatment so as not to disrupt 
unduly the employing office’s operations. 
‘‘§ 825.204 Transfer of an employee to an al-

ternative position during intermittent 
leave or reduced schedule leave 
‘‘(a) Transfer or reassignment. If an em-

ployee needs intermittent leave or leave on a 
reduced leave schedule that is foreseeable 
based on planned medical treatment for the 
employee, a family member, or a covered 
servicemember, including during a period of 
recovery from one’s own serious health con-
dition, a serious health condition of a 
spouse, parent, son, or daughter, or a serious 
injury or illness of a covered servicemember, 
or if the employing office agrees to permit 
intermittent or reduced schedule leave for 
the birth of a child or for placement of a 
child for adoption or foster care, the employ-
ing office may require the employee to 
transfer temporarily, during the period the 
intermittent or reduced leave schedule is re-

quired, to an available alternative position 
for which the employee is qualified and 
which better accommodates recurring peri-
ods of leave than does the employee’s regular 
position. See 825.601 for special rules applica-
ble to instructional employees of schools. 

‘‘(b) Compliance. Transfer to an alternative 
position may require compliance with any 
applicable collective bargaining agreement 
and Federal law (such as the Americans with 
Disabilities Act, as made applicable by the 
CAA). Transfer to an alternative position 
may include altering an existing job to bet-
ter accommodate the employee’s need for 
intermittent or reduced scheduled leave. 

‘‘(c) Equivalent pay and benefits. The alter-
native position must have equivalent pay 
and benefits. An alternative position for 
these purposes does not have to have equiva-
lent duties. The employing office may in-
crease the pay and benefits of an existing al-
ternative position, so as to make them 
equivalent to the pay and benefits of the em-
ployee’s regular job. The employing office 
may also transfer the employee to a part- 
time job with the same hourly rate of pay 
and benefits, provided the employee is not 
required to take more leave than is medi-
cally necessary. For example, an employee 
desiring to take leave in increments of four 
hours per day could be transferred to a half- 
time job, or could remain in the employee’s 
same job on a part-time schedule, paying the 
same hourly rate as the employee’s previous 
job and enjoying the same benefits. The em-
ploying office may not eliminate benefits 
which otherwise would not be provided to 
part-time employees; however, an employing 
office may proportionately reduce benefits 
such as vacation leave where an employing 
office’s normal practice is to base such bene-
fits on the number of hours worked. 

‘‘(d) Employing office limitations. An employ-
ing office may not transfer the employee to 
an alternative position in order to discour-
age the employee from taking leave or other-
wise work a hardship on the employee. For 
example, a white collar employee may not be 
assigned to perform laborer’s work; an em-
ployee working the day shift may not be re-
assigned to the graveyard shift; an employee 
working in the headquarters facility may 
not be reassigned to a branch a significant 
distance away from the employee’s normal 
job location. Any such attempt on the part 
of the employing office to make such a 
transfer will be held to be contrary to the 
prohibited acts provisions of the FMLA, as 
made applicable by the CAA. 

‘‘(e) Reinstatement of employee. When an em-
ployee who is taking leave intermittently or 
on a reduced leave schedule and has been 
transferred to an alternative position no 
longer needs to continue on leave and is able 
to return to full-time work, the employee 
must be placed in the same or equivalent job 
as the job he or she left when the leave com-
menced. An employee may not be required to 
take more leave than necessary to address 
the circumstance that precipitated the need 
for leave. 
‘‘§ 825.205 Increments of fmla leave for inter-

mittent or reduced schedule leave 
‘‘(a) Minimum increment. (1) When an em-

ployee takes FMLA leave on an intermittent 
or reduced leave schedule basis, the employ-
ing office must account for the leave using 
an increment no greater than the shortest 
period of time that the employing office uses 
to account for use of other forms of leave 
provided that it is not greater than one hour 
and provided further that an employee’s 
FMLA leave entitlement may not be reduced 
by more than the amount of leave actually 
taken. An employing office may not require 
an employee to take more leave than is nec-
essary to address the circumstances that 

precipitated the need for the leave, provided 
that the leave is counted using the shortest 
increment of leave used to account for any 
other type of leave. See also 825.205(a)(2) for 
the physical impossibility exception, and 
825.600 and 825.601 for special rules applicable 
to employees of schools. If an employing of-
fice uses different increments to account for 
different types of leave, the employing office 
must account for FMLA leave in the small-
est increment used to account for any other 
type of leave. For example, if an employing 
office accounts for the use of annual leave in 
increments of one hour and the use of sick 
leave in increments of one-half hour, then 
FMLA leave use must be accounted for using 
increments no larger than one-half hour. If 
an employing office accounts for use of leave 
in varying increments at different times of 
the day or shift, the employing office may 
also account for FMLA leave in varying in-
crements, provided that the increment used 
for FMLA leave is no greater than the small-
est increment used for any other type of 
leave during the period in which the FMLA 
leave is taken. If an employing office ac-
counts for other forms of leave use in incre-
ments greater than one hour, the employing 
office must account for FMLA leave use in 
increments no greater than one hour. An em-
ploying office may account for FMLA leave 
in shorter increments than used for other 
forms of leave. For example, an employing 
office that accounts for other forms of leave 
in one hour increments may account for 
FMLA leave in a shorter increment when the 
employee arrives at work several minutes 
late, and the employing office wants the em-
ployee to begin work immediately. Such ac-
counting for FMLA leave will not alter the 
increment considered to be the shortest pe-
riod used to account for other forms of leave 
or the use of FMLA leave in other cir-
cumstances. In all cases, employees may not 
be charged FMLA leave for periods during 
which they are working. 

‘‘(2) Where it is physically impossible for 
an employee using intermittent leave or 
working a reduced leave schedule to com-
mence or end work mid-way through a shift, 
such as where a flight attendant or a rail-
road conductor is scheduled to work aboard 
an airplane or train, or a laboratory em-
ployee is unable to enter or leave a sealed 
‘clean room’ during a certain period of time 
and no equivalent position is available, the 
entire period that the employee is forced to 
be absent is designated as FMLA leave and 
counts against the employee’s FMLA entitle-
ment. The period of the physical impos-
sibility is limited to the period during which 
the employing office is unable to permit the 
employee to work prior to a period of FMLA 
leave or return the employee to the same or 
equivalent position due to the physical im-
possibility after a period of FMLA leave. See 
825.214. 

‘‘(b) Calculation of leave. (1) When an em-
ployee takes leave on an intermittent or re-
duced leave schedule, only the amount of 
leave actually taken may be counted toward 
the employee’s leave entitlement. The actual 
workweek is the basis of leave entitlement. 
Therefore, if an employee who would other-
wise work 40 hours a week takes off eight 
hours, the employee would use one-fifth (1/5) 
of a week of FMLA leave. Similarly, if a full- 
time employee who would otherwise work 
eight-hour days works four-hour days under 
a reduced leave schedule, the employee 
would use one half (1/2) week of FMLA leave 
each week. Where an employee works a part- 
time schedule or variable hours, the amount 
of FMLA leave that an employee uses is de-
termined on a pro rata or proportional basis. 
If an employee who would otherwise work 30 
hours per week, but works only 20 hours a 
week under a reduced leave schedule, the 
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employee’s 10 hours of leave would con-
stitute one-third (1/3) of a week of FMLA 
leave for each week the employee works the 
reduced leave schedule. An employing office 
may convert these fractions to their hourly 
equivalent so long as the conversion equi-
tably reflects the employee’s total normally 
scheduled hours. An employee does not ac-
crue FMLA-protected leave at any particular 
hourly rate. An eligible employee is entitled 
to up to a total of 12 workweeks of leave, or 
26 workweeks in the case of military care-
giver leave, and the total number of hours 
contained in those workweeks is necessarily 
dependent on the specific hours the em-
ployee would have worked but for the use of 
leave. See also 825.601 and 825.602 on special 
rules for schools. 

‘‘(2) If an employing office has made a per-
manent or long-term change in the employ-
ee’s schedule (for reasons other than FMLA, 
and prior to the notice of need for FMLA 
leave), the hours worked under the new 
schedule are to be used for making this cal-
culation. 

‘‘(3) If an employee’s schedule varies from 
week to week to such an extent that an em-
ploying office is unable to determine with 
any certainty how many hours the employee 
would otherwise have worked (but for the 
taking of FMLA leave), a weekly average of 
the hours worked over the 12 months prior to 
the beginning of the leave period (including 
any hours for which the employee took leave 
of any type) would be used for calculating 
the employee’s leave entitlement. 

‘‘(c) Overtime. If an employee would nor-
mally be required to work overtime, but is 
unable to do so because of a FMLA-quali-
fying reason that limits the employee’s abil-
ity to work overtime, the hours which the 
employee would have been required to work 
may be counted against the employee’s 
FMLA entitlement. In such a case, the em-
ployee is using intermittent or reduced 
schedule leave. For example, if an employee 
would normally be required to work for 48 
hours in a particular week, but due to a seri-
ous health condition the employee is unable 
to work more than 40 hours that week, the 
employee would utilize eight hours of 
FMLA-protected leave out of the 48-hour 
workweek, or one-sixth (1/6) of a week of 
FMLA leave. Voluntary overtime hours that 
an employee does not work due to an FMLA- 
qualifying reason may not be counted 
against the employee’s FMLA leave entitle-
ment. 
‘‘§ 825.206 Interaction with the FLSA, as made 

applicable by the congressional account-
ability act 
‘‘(a) Leave taken under FMLA, as made ap-

plicable by the CAA, may be unpaid. If an 
employee is otherwise exempt from min-
imum wage and overtime requirements of 
the Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA), as 
made applicable by the CAA, and as exempt 
under regulations issued by the Board, at 
part 541, providing unpaid FMLA-qualifying 
leave to such an employee will not cause the 
employee to lose the FLSA exemption. This 
means that under regulations currently in 
effect, where an employee meets the speci-
fied duties test, is paid on a salary basis, and 
is paid a salary of at least the amount speci-
fied in the regulations, the employing office 
may make deductions from the employee’s 
salary for any hours taken as intermittent 
or reduced FMLA leave within a workweek, 
without affecting the exempt status of the 
employee. 

‘‘(b) For an employee paid in accordance 
with a fluctuating workweek method of pay-
ment for overtime, where permitted by sec-
tion 203 of the CAA (2 U.S.C. 1313), the em-
ploying office, during the period in which 
intermittent or reduced schedule FMLA 

leave is scheduled to be taken, may com-
pensate an employee on an hourly basis and 
pay only for the hours the employee works, 
including time and one-half the employee’s 
regular rate for overtime hours. The change 
to payment on an hourly basis would include 
the entire period during which the employee 
is taking intermittent leave, including 
weeks in which no leave is taken. The hourly 
rate shall be determined by dividing the em-
ployee’s weekly salary by the employee’s 
normal or average schedule of hours worked 
during weeks in which FMLA leave is not 
being taken. If an employing office chooses 
to follow this exception from the fluctuating 
workweek method of payment, the employ-
ing office must do so uniformly, with respect 
to all employees paid on a fluctuating work-
week basis for whom FMLA leave is taken on 
an intermittent or reduced leave schedule 
basis. If an employing office does not elect to 
convert the employee’s compensation to 
hourly pay, no deduction may be taken for 
FMLA leave absences. Once the need for 
intermittent or reduced scheduled leave is 
over, the employee may be restored to pay-
ment on a fluctuating workweek basis. 

‘‘(c) This special exception to the salary 
basis requirements of the FLSA exemption 
or fluctuating workweek payment require-
ments applies only to employees of covered 
employing offices who are eligible for FMLA 
leave, and to leave which qualifies as FMLA 
leave. Hourly or other deductions which are 
not in accordance with the Board’s FLSA 
regulations at part 541 or with a permissible 
fluctuating workweek method of payment 
for overtime may not be taken, for example, 
where the employee has not worked long 
enough to be eligible for FMLA leave with-
out potentially affecting the employee’s eli-
gibility for exemption. Nor may deductions 
which are not permitted by the Board’s 
FLSA regulations at part 541 or by a permis-
sible fluctuating workweek method of pay-
ment for overtime be taken from such an 
employee’s salary for any leave which does 
not qualify as FMLA leave, for example, de-
ductions from an employee’s pay for leave 
required under an employing office’s policy 
or practice for a reason which does not qual-
ify as FMLA leave, e.g., leave to care for a 
grandparent or for a medical condition which 
does not qualify as a serious health condi-
tion or serious injury or illness; or for leave 
which is more generous than provided by the 
FMLA, as made applicable by the CAA. Em-
ploying offices may comply with the employ-
ing office’s own policy/practice under these 
circumstances and maintain the employee’s 
eligibility for exemption or for the fluc-
tuating workweek method of pay by not tak-
ing hourly deductions from the employee’s 
pay, in accordance with FLSA requirements, 
as made applicable by the CAA, or may take 
such deductions, treating the employee as an 
hourly employee and pay overtime premium 
pay for hours worked over 40 in a workweek. 
‘‘§ 825.207 Substitution of paid leave, gen-

erally 
‘‘(a) Generally, FMLA leave is unpaid 

leave. However, under the circumstances de-
scribed in this section, the FMLA, as made 
applicable by the CAA, permits an eligible 
employee to choose to substitute accrued 
paid leave for unpaid FMLA leave. Subject 
to 825.208, if an employee does not choose to 
substitute accrued paid leave, the employing 
office may require the employee to sub-
stitute accrued paid leave for unpaid FMLA 
leave. The term substitute means that the 
paid leave provided by the employing office, 
and accrued pursuant to established policies 
of the employing office, will run concur-
rently with the unpaid FMLA leave. Accord-
ingly, the employee receives pay pursuant to 
the employing office’s applicable paid leave 

policy during the period of otherwise unpaid 
FMLA leave. An employee’s ability to sub-
stitute accrued paid leave is determined by 
the terms and conditions of the employing 
office’s normal leave policy. When an em-
ployee chooses, or an employing office re-
quires, substitution of accrued paid leave, 
the employing office must inform the em-
ployee that the employee must satisfy any 
procedural requirements of the paid leave 
policy only in connection with the receipt of 
such payment. See 825.300(c). If an employee 
does not comply with the additional require-
ments in an employing office’s paid leave 
policy, the employee is not entitled to sub-
stitute accrued paid leave, but the employee 
remains entitled to take unpaid FMLA leave. 
Employing offices may not discriminate 
against employees on FMLA leave in the ad-
ministration of their paid leave policies. 

‘‘(b) If neither the employee nor the em-
ploying office elects to substitute paid leave 
for unpaid FMLA leave under the above con-
ditions and circumstances, the employee will 
remain entitled to all the paid leave which is 
earned or accrued under the terms of the em-
ploying office’s plan. 

‘‘(c) If an employee uses paid leave under 
circumstances which do not qualify as FMLA 
leave, the leave will not count against the 
employee’s FMLA leave entitlement. For ex-
ample, paid sick leave used for a medical 
condition which is not a serious health con-
dition or serious injury or illness does not 
count against the employee’s FMLA leave 
entitlement. 

‘‘(d) Leave taken pursuant to a disability 
leave plan would be considered FMLA leave 
for a serious health condition and counted in 
the leave entitlement permitted under 
FMLA if it meets the criteria set forth above 
in 825.112 through 825.115. In such cases, the 
employing office may designate the leave as 
FMLA leave and count the leave against the 
employee’s FMLA leave entitlement. Be-
cause leave pursuant to a disability benefit 
plan is not unpaid, the provision for substi-
tution of the employee’s accrued paid leave 
is inapplicable, and neither the employee nor 
the employing office may require the substi-
tution of paid leave. However, employing of-
fices and employees may agree to have paid 
leave supplement the disability plan bene-
fits, such as in the case where a plan only 
provides replacement income for two-thirds 
of an employee’s salary. 

‘‘(e) The FMLA, as made applicable by the 
CAA, provides that a serious health condi-
tion may result from injury to the employee 
on or off the job. If the employing office des-
ignates the leave as FMLA leave in accord-
ance with 825.300(d), the leave counts against 
the employee’s FMLA leave entitlement. Be-
cause the workers’ compensation absence is 
not unpaid, the provision for substitution of 
the employee’s accrued paid leave is not ap-
plicable, and neither the employee nor the 
employing office may require the substi-
tution of paid leave. However, employing of-
fices and employees may agree, to have paid 
leave supplement workers’ compensation 
benefits, such as in the case where workers’ 
compensation only provides replacement in-
come for two-thirds of an employee’s salary. 
If the health care provider treating the em-
ployee for the workers’ compensation injury 
certifies the employee is able to return to a 
light duty job but is unable to return to the 
same or equivalent job, the employee may 
decline the employing office’s offer of a light 
duty job. As a result, the employee may lose 
workers’ compensation payments, but is en-
titled to remain on unpaid FMLA leave until 
the employee’s FMLA leave entitlement is 
exhausted. As of the date workers’ com-
pensation benefits cease, the substitution 
provision becomes applicable and either the 
employee may elect or the employing office 
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may require the use of accrued paid leave. 
See also 825.210(f), 825.216(d), 825.220(d), 
825.307(a) and 825.702 (d)(1) and (2) regarding 
the relationship between workers’ compensa-
tion absences and FMLA leave. 

‘‘(f) Under the FLSA, as made applicable 
by the CAA, an employing office always has 
the right to cash out an employee’s compen-
satory time or to require the employee to 
use the time. Therefore, if an employee re-
quests and is permitted to use accrued com-
pensatory time to receive pay for time taken 
off for an FMLA reason, or if the employing 
office requires such use pursuant to the 
FLSA, the time taken may be counted 
against the employee’s FMLA leave entitle-
ment. 
‘‘§ 825.208 Substitution of paid leave—special 

rule for paid parental leave 
‘‘(a) This section applies to births or place-

ments occurring on or after October 1, 2020. 
‘‘(b) This section provides the basis for de-

termining the periods of unpaid leave for 
which paid parental leave or accrued paid 
leave may be substituted in connection with: 

‘‘(1) The birth of a son or daughter, and to 
care for the newborn child (See 825.120); or 

‘‘(2) The placement of a son or daughter 
with the employee for adoption or foster care 
and the care of such son or daughter (See 
825.121); 

‘‘(c) Leave connected to birth or placement. 
For unpaid leave described in paragraph (b) 
of this section, an employee may elect to 
substitute— 

‘‘(1) Up to 12 workweeks of paid parental 
leave in connection with the occurrence of a 
birth or placement, and 

‘‘(2) Any additional paid annual, vacation, 
personal, family, medical, or sick leave pro-
vided by the employing office to such em-
ployee. 

‘‘(d) Leave entitlement. Since an employee 
may use only 12 weeks of unpaid FMLA leave 
in any 12-month period under 825.200(a), any 
use of unpaid FMLA leave not associated 
with paid parental leave may affect an em-
ployee’s ability to use the full 12 weeks of 
paid parental leave within a single 12-month 
period. The specific amount of paid parental 
leave available will depend on when the em-
ployee uses various types of unpaid FMLA 
leave relative to any 12-month period estab-
lished under 825.200(b). 

‘‘(e) Employee entitlement to substitute. (1) 
An employee is entitled to substitute paid 
leave for leave without pay as provided in 
paragraph (c) of this section. 

‘‘(2) An employing office may not require 
that an employee first use all or any portion 
of the leave described in subparagraph (c)(2) 
of this section before being allowed to use 
the leave described in subparagraph (c)(1) of 
this section. 

‘‘(3) An employing office may not require 
an employee to substitute paid leave for 
leave without pay as described in subpara-
graph (c)(2) of this section. 

‘‘(4) An employee may request to use an-
nual, vacation, personal, family, medical, or 
sick leave for the reasons described in para-
graph (b) of this section without invoking 
family and medical leave, and, in that case, 
the employing office exercises its normal au-
thority with respect to approving or dis-
approving the timing of when the leave may 
be used. If the employing office grants the 
leave request, it must designate whether any 
leave granted is FMLA leave, in accordance 
with sections 825.300 and 825.301. 

‘‘(f) Notification by employee and retroactive 
substitution. (1) An employee must notify the 
employing office of the employee’s election 
to substitute paid leave for leave without 
pay under this section prior to the date such 
paid leave commences (i.e., no retroactive 
substitution), except as provided in para-

graphs (f)(2) and (f)(3) of this section, and 
provided such retroactive substitution does 
not violate any applicable law or regulation. 

‘‘(2) An employee may retroactively sub-
stitute paid leave for leave without pay as 
permitted in paragraph (c) of this section, if 
the substitution is made in conjunction with 
the retroactive granting of leave without 
pay. 

‘‘(3) An employee may retroactively sub-
stitute transferred (donated) annual leave 
for leave without pay granted under this sub-
part. 

‘‘(g) Pay during leave. The pay an employee 
receives when using paid parental leave shall 
be the same pay the employee would receive 
if the employee were using annual leave. 

‘‘(h) Treatment of unused leave. If an em-
ployee has any unused balance of paid paren-
tal leave that remains at the end of the 12- 
month period following the birth or place-
ment involved, the entitlement to the un-
used leave elapses at that time. No payment 
may be made for unused paid parental leave 
that has expired. Paid parental leave may 
not be considered annual leave for purposes 
of making a lump-sum payment for annual 
leave or for any other purpose. The forfeiture 
of any unused balance of paid parental leave 
does not impact an employee’s ability to use 
unpaid FMLA leave for other qualifying rea-
sons, if eligible pursuant to 825.110, 825.112 
and 825.200. 

‘‘(i) Employing office responsibilities. An em-
ploying office that has employees covered by 
this subpart is responsible for the proper ad-
ministration of 825.208, including the respon-
sibility of informing employees of their enti-
tlements and obligations. 

‘‘(j) Library of Congress. The OCWR will 
defer to supplemental regulations on paid pa-
rental leave issued by the Library of Con-
gress pursuant to the authority in section 
107 of the Family and Medical Leave Act of 
1993, provided those supplemental regula-
tions are consistent with the regulations in 
this subpart. 

‘‘(k) Work obligation. Paid parental leave 
under this subpart shall apply without re-
gard to: 

‘‘(1) the limitations in subparagraphs (E), 
(F), or (G) of section 6382(d)(2) of title 5, 
United States Code (requiring employees of 
executive branch agencies to agree in writ-
ing to work for the executive branch agency 
for at least 12 months after returning from 
leave); or 

‘‘(2) the limitations in 825.213 (permitting 
employing offices to recover an amount 
equal to the total amount of government 
contributions for maintaining such employ-
ee’s health coverage if the employee fails to 
return from leave). 

‘‘(l) Cases of employee incapacitation. (1) If 
an employing office determines that an oth-
erwise eligible employee who could have 
made an election for a past leave period to 
substitute paid parental leave (as provided in 
paragraph (c) of this section) was physically 
or mentally incapable of doing so during 
that past period, the employee may, within 5 
workdays of the employee’s return to duty 
status, make an election to substitute paid 
parental leave for applicable unpaid FMLA 
leave under paragraph (c) of this section on 
a retroactive basis, provided such retroactive 
substitution does not violate any applicable 
law or regulation. Such a retroactive elec-
tion shall be effective on the date that such 
an election would have been effective if the 
employee had not been incapacitated at the 
time. 

‘‘(2) If an employing office learns that an 
otherwise eligible employee is physically or 
mentally incapable of making an election to 
substitute paid parental leave (as provided in 
825.207), the employing office must, upon the 
request of a personal representative of the 

employee, provide conditional approval of 
substitution of paid parental leave for appli-
cable unpaid FMLA leave on a prospective 
basis. The conditional approval is based on 
the presumption that the employee would 
have elected to substitute paid parental 
leave for the applicable unpaid FMLA leave. 
An employee may, within 5 workdays of the 
employee’s return to duty status, request to 
substitute other leave for the paid parental 
leave. 

‘‘(m) Cases of multiple children born or placed 
in the same time period. (1) If an employee has 
multiple children born or placed on the same 
day, the multiple-child birth/placement 
event is considered to be a single event that 
triggers a single entitlement of up to 12 
weeks of paid parental leave under paragraph 
(d) of this section. 

‘‘(2) If an employee has one or more chil-
dren born or placed during the 12-month pe-
riod following the date of an earlier birth or 
placement of a child of the employee, the 
provisions of this subpart shall be independ-
ently administered for each birth or place-
ment event. 
‘‘§ 825.209 Maintenance of employee benefits 

‘‘(a) During any FMLA leave, an employing 
office must maintain the employee’s cov-
erage under the Federal Employees Health 
Benefits Program or any group health plan 
(as defined in the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 at 26 U.S.C. 5000(b)(1)) on the same con-
ditions as coverage would have been provided 
if the employee had been continuously em-
ployed during the entire leave period. All 
employing offices are subject to the require-
ments of the FMLA, as made applicable by 
the CAA, to maintain health coverage. The 
definition of group health plan is set forth in 
825.102. For purposes of FMLA, the term 
group health plan shall not include an insur-
ance program providing health coverage 
under which employees purchase individual 
policies from insurers provided that: 

‘‘(1) No contributions are made by the em-
ploying office; 

‘‘(2) Participation in the program is com-
pletely voluntary for employees; 

‘‘(3) The sole functions of the employing of-
fice with respect to the program are, without 
endorsing the program, to permit the insurer 
to publicize the program to employees, to 
collect premiums through payroll deductions 
and to remit them to the insurer; 

‘‘(4) The employing office receives no con-
sideration in the form of cash or otherwise in 
connection with the program, other than 
reasonable compensation, excluding any 
profit, for administrative services actually 
rendered in connection with payroll deduc-
tion; and 

‘‘(5) The premium charged with respect to 
such coverage does not increase in the event 
the employment relationship terminates. 

‘‘(b) The same group health plan benefits 
provided to an employee prior to taking 
FMLA leave must be maintained during the 
FMLA leave. For example, if family member 
coverage is provided to an employee, family 
member coverage must be maintained during 
the FMLA leave. Similarly, benefit coverage 
during FMLA leave for medical care, sur-
gical care, hospital care, dental care, eye 
care, mental health counseling, substance 
abuse treatment, etc., must be maintained 
during leave if provided in an employing of-
fice’s group health plan, including a supple-
ment to a group health plan, whether or not 
provided through a flexible spending account 
or other component of a cafeteria plan. 

‘‘(c) If an employing office provides a new 
health plan or benefits or changes health 
benefits or plans while an employee is on 
FMLA leave, the employee is entitled to the 
new or changed plan/benefits to the same ex-
tent as if the employee were not on leave. 
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For example, if an employing office changes 
a group health plan so that dental care be-
comes covered under the plan, an employee 
on FMLA leave must be given the same op-
portunity as other employees to receive (or 
obtain) the dental care coverage. Any other 
plan changes (e.g., in coverage, premiums, 
deductibles, etc.) which apply to all employ-
ees of the workforce would also apply to an 
employee on FMLA leave. 

‘‘(d) Notice of any opportunity to change 
plans or benefits must also be given to an 
employee on FMLA leave. If the group 
health plan permits an employee to change 
from single to family coverage upon the 
birth of a child or otherwise add new family 
members, such a change in benefits must be 
made available while an employee is on 
FMLA leave. If the employee requests the 
changed coverage it must be provided by the 
employing office. 

‘‘(e) An employee may choose not to retain 
group health plan coverage during FMLA 
leave. However, when an employee returns 
from leave, the employee is entitled to be re-
instated on the same terms as prior to tak-
ing the leave, including family or dependent 
coverages, without any qualifying period, 
physical examination, exclusion of pre-exist-
ing conditions, etc. See 825.212(c). 

‘‘(f) Except as required by the Consolidated 
Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1986 
(COBRA) or 5 U.S.C. 8905a, whichever is ap-
plicable, and for key employees (as discussed 
below), an employing office’s obligation to 
maintain health benefits during leave (and 
to restore the employee to the same or 
equivalent employment) under FMLA ceases 
if and when the employment relationship 
would have terminated if the employee had 
not taken FMLA leave (e.g., if the employ-
ee’s position is eliminated as part of a non-
discriminatory reduction in force and the 
employee would not have been transferred to 
another position); an employee informs the 
employing office of his or her intent not to 
return from leave (including before starting 
the leave if the employing office is so in-
formed before the leave starts); or the em-
ployee fails to return from leave or con-
tinues on leave after exhausting his or her 
FMLA leave entitlement in the 12-month pe-
riod. 

‘‘(g) If a key employee (See 825.218) does 
not return from leave when notified by the 
employing office that substantial or grievous 
economic injury will result from his or her 
reinstatement, the employee’s entitlement 
to group health plan benefits continues un-
less and until the employee advises the em-
ploying office that the employee does not de-
sire restoration to employment at the end of 
the leave period, or the FMLA leave entitle-
ment is exhausted, or reinstatement is actu-
ally denied. 

‘‘(h) An employee’s entitlement to benefits 
other than group health benefits during a pe-
riod of FMLA leave (e.g., holiday pay) is to 
be determined by the employing office’s es-
tablished policy for providing such benefits 
when the employee is on other forms of leave 
(paid or unpaid, as appropriate). 
‘‘§ 825.210 Employee payment of group health 

benefit premiums 
‘‘(a) Group health plan benefits must be 

maintained on the same basis as coverage 
would have been provided if the employee 
had been continuously employed during the 
FMLA leave period. Therefore, any share of 
group health plan premiums which had been 
paid by the employee prior to FMLA leave 
must continue to be paid by the employee 
during the FMLA leave period. If premiums 
are raised or lowered, the employee would be 
required to pay the new premium rates. 
Maintenance of health insurance policies 
which are not a part of the employing of-

fice’s group health plan, as described in 
825.209(a), are the sole responsibility of the 
employee. The employee and the insurer 
should make necessary arrangements for 
payment of premiums during periods of un-
paid FMLA leave. 

‘‘(b) If the FMLA leave is substituted paid 
leave, the employee’s share of premiums 
must be paid by the method normally used 
during any paid leave, presumably as a pay-
roll deduction. 

‘‘(c) If FMLA leave is unpaid, the employ-
ing office has a number of options for obtain-
ing payment from the employee. The em-
ploying office may require that payment be 
made to the employing office or to the insur-
ance carrier, but no additional charge may 
be added to the employee’s premium pay-
ment for administrative expenses. The em-
ploying office may require employees to pay 
their share of premium payments in any of 
the following ways: 

‘‘(1) Payment would be due at the same 
time as it would be made if by payroll deduc-
tion; 

‘‘(2) Payment would be due on the same 
schedule as payments are made under 
COBRA or 5 U.S.C. 8905a, whichever is appli-
cable; 

‘‘(3) Payment would be prepaid pursuant to 
a cafeteria plan at the employee’s option; 

‘‘(4) The employing office’s existing rules 
for payment by employees on leave without 
pay would be followed, provided that such 
rules do not require prepayment (i.e., prior 
to the commencement of the leave) of the 
premiums that will become due during a pe-
riod of unpaid FMLA leave or payment of 
higher premiums than if the employee had 
continued to work instead of taking leave; or 

‘‘(5) Another system voluntarily agreed to 
between the employing office and the em-
ployee, which may include prepayment of 
premiums (e.g., through increased payroll 
deductions when the need for the FMLA 
leave is foreseeable). 

‘‘(d) The employing office must provide the 
employee with advance written notice of the 
terms and conditions under which these pay-
ments must be made. See 825.300(c). 

‘‘(e) An employing office may not require 
more of an employee using unpaid FMLA 
leave than the employing office requires of 
other employees on leave without pay. 

‘‘(f) An employee who is receiving pay-
ments as a result of a workers’ compensation 
injury must make arrangements with the 
employing office for payment of group 
health plan benefits when simultaneously 
taking FMLA leave. See 825.207(e). 
‘‘§ 825.211 Maintenance of benefits under 

multi-employer health plans 
‘‘(a) A multi-employer health plan is a plan 

to which more than one employing office is 
required to contribute, and which is main-
tained pursuant to one or more collective 
bargaining agreements between employee or-
ganization(s) and the employing offices. 

‘‘(b) An employing office under a multi-em-
ployer plan must continue to make contribu-
tions on behalf of an employee using FMLA 
leave as though the employee had been con-
tinuously employed, unless the plan contains 
an explicit FMLA provision for maintaining 
coverage such as through pooled contribu-
tions by all employing offices party to the 
plan. 

‘‘(c) During the duration of an employee’s 
FMLA leave, coverage by the group health 
plan, and benefits provided pursuant to the 
plan, must be maintained at the level of cov-
erage and benefits which were applicable to 
the employee at the time FMLA leave com-
menced. 

‘‘(d) An employee using FMLA leave can-
not be required to use banked hours or pay a 
greater premium than the employee would 

have been required to pay if the employee 
had been continuously employed. 

‘‘(e) As provided in 825.209(f) of this part, 
group health plan coverage must be main-
tained for an employee on FMLA leave until: 

‘‘(1) The employee’s FMLA leave entitle-
ment is exhausted; 

‘‘(2) The employing office can show that 
the employee would have been laid off and 
the employment relationship terminated; or 

‘‘(3) The employee provides unequivocal 
notice of intent not to return to work. 

‘‘§ 825.212 Employee failure to pay health 
plan premium payments 

‘‘(a)(1) In the absence of an established em-
ploying office policy providing a longer grace 
period, an employing office’s obligations to 
maintain health insurance coverage cease 
under FMLA if an employee’s premium pay-
ment is more than 30 days late. In order to 
drop the coverage for an employee whose 
premium payment is late, the employing of-
fice must provide written notice to the em-
ployee that the payment has not been re-
ceived. Such notice must be mailed to the 
employee at least 15 days before coverage is 
to cease, advising that coverage will be 
dropped on a specified date at least 15 days 
after the date of the letter unless the pay-
ment has been received by that date. If the 
employing office has established policies re-
garding other forms of unpaid leave that pro-
vide for the employing office to cease cov-
erage retroactively to the date the unpaid 
premium payment was due, the employing 
office may drop the employee from coverage 
retroactively in accordance with that policy, 
provided the 15-day notice was given. In the 
absence of such a policy, coverage for the 
employee may be terminated at the end of 
the 30-day grace period, where the required 
15-day notice has been provided. 

‘‘(2) An employing office has no obligation 
regarding the maintenance of a health insur-
ance policy which is not a group health plan. 
See 825.209(a). 

‘‘(3) All other obligations of an employing 
office under FMLA would continue; for ex-
ample, the employing office continues to 
have an obligation to reinstate an employee 
upon return from leave. 

‘‘(b) The employing office may recover the 
employee’s share of any premium payments 
missed by the employee for any FMLA leave 
period during which the employing office 
maintains health coverage by paying the em-
ployee’s share after the premium payment is 
missed. 

‘‘(c) If coverage lapses because an em-
ployee has not made required premium pay-
ments, upon the employee’s return from 
FMLA leave the employing office must still 
restore the employee to coverage/benefits 
equivalent to those the employee would have 
had if leave had not been taken and the pre-
mium payment(s) had not been missed, in-
cluding family or dependent coverage. See 
825.215(d)(1)–(5). In such case, an employee 
may not be required to meet any qualifica-
tion requirements imposed by the plan, in-
cluding any new preexisting condition wait-
ing period, to wait for an open season, or to 
pass a medical examination to obtain rein-
statement of coverage. If an employing office 
terminates an employee’s insurance in ac-
cordance with this section and fails to re-
store the employee’s health insurance as re-
quired by this section upon the employee’s 
return, the employing office may be liable 
for benefits lost by reason of the violation, 
for other actual monetary losses sustained 
as a direct result of the violation, and for ap-
propriate equitable relief tailored to the 
harm suffered. 
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‘‘§ 825.213 Employing office recovery of ben-

efit costs 
‘‘(a) In addition to the circumstances dis-

cussed in 825.212(b), and subject to the excep-
tions provided in 825.208(k), an employing of-
fice may recover its share of health plan pre-
miums during a period of unpaid FMLA leave 
from an employee if the employee fails to re-
turn to work after the employee’s FMLA 
leave entitlement has been exhausted or ex-
pires, unless the reason the employee does 
not return is due to: 

‘‘(1) The continuation, recurrence, or onset 
of either a serious health condition of the 
employee or the employee’s family member, 
or a serious injury or illness of a covered 
servicemember, which would otherwise enti-
tle the employee to leave under FMLA; or 

‘‘(2) Other circumstances beyond the em-
ployee’s control. Examples of other cir-
cumstances beyond the employee’s control 
are necessarily broad. They include such sit-
uations as where a parent chooses to stay 
home with a newborn child who has a serious 
health condition; an employee’s spouse is un-
expectedly transferred to a job location more 
than 75 miles from the employee’s worksite; 
a relative or individual other than a covered 
family member has a serious health condi-
tion and the employee is needed to provide 
care; the employee is laid off while on leave; 
or, the employee is a key employee who de-
cides not to return to work upon being noti-
fied of the employing office’s intention to 
deny restoration because of substantial and 
grievous economic injury to the employing 
office’s operations and is not reinstated by 
the employing office. Other circumstances 
beyond the employee’s control would not in-
clude a situation where an employee desires 
to remain with a parent in a distant city 
even though the parent no longer requires 
the employee’s care, or a parent chooses not 
to return to work to stay home with a well, 
newborn child. 

‘‘(3) When an employee fails to return to 
work because of the continuation, recur-
rence, or onset of either a serious health con-
dition of the employee or employee’s family 
member, or a serious injury or illness of a 
covered servicemember, thereby precluding 
the employing office from recovering its 
(share of) health benefit premium payments 
made on the employee’s behalf during a pe-
riod of unpaid FMLA leave, the employing 
office may require medical certification of 
the employee’s or the family member’s seri-
ous health condition or the covered 
servicemember’s serious injury or illness. 
Such certification is not required unless re-
quested by the employing office. The cost of 
the certification shall be borne by the em-
ployee, and the employee is not entitled to 
be paid for the time or travel costs spent in 
acquiring the certification. The employee is 
required to provide medical certification in a 
timely manner which, for purposes of this 
section, is within 30 days from the date of 
the employing office’s request. For purposes 
of medical certification, the employee may 
use the optional forms developed for this 
purpose. See 825.306(b), 825.310(c)–(d) and 
Forms A, B, and F. If the employing office 
requests medical certification and the em-
ployee does not provide such certification in 
a timely manner (within 30 days), or the rea-
son for not returning to work does not meet 
the test of other circumstances beyond the 
employee’s control, the employing office 
may recover 100 percent of the health benefit 
premiums it paid during the period of unpaid 
FMLA leave. 

‘‘(b) Under some circumstances an employ-
ing office may elect to maintain other bene-
fits, e.g., life insurance, disability insurance, 
etc., by paying the employee’s (share of) pre-
miums during periods of unpaid FMLA leave. 

For example, to ensure the employing office 
can meet its responsibilities to provide 
equivalent benefits to the employee upon re-
turn from unpaid FMLA leave, it may be 
necessary that premiums be paid continu-
ously to avoid a lapse of coverage. If the em-
ploying office elects to maintain such bene-
fits during the leave, at the conclusion of 
leave, the employing office is entitled to re-
cover only the costs incurred for paying the 
employee’s share of any premiums whether 
or not the employee returns to work. 

‘‘(c) An employee who returns to work for 
at least 30 calendar days is considered to 
have returned to work. An employee who 
transfers directly from taking FMLA leave 
to retirement, or who retires during the first 
30 days after the employee returns to work, 
is deemed to have returned to work. 

‘‘(d) When an employee elects or an em-
ploying office requires paid leave to be sub-
stituted for FMLA leave, the employing of-
fice may not recover its (share of) health in-
surance or other non-health benefit pre-
miums for any period of FMLA leave covered 
by paid leave. Because paid leave provided 
under a plan covering temporary disabilities 
(including workers’ compensation) is not un-
paid, recovery of health insurance premiums 
does not apply to such paid leave. 

‘‘(e) The amount that self-insured employ-
ing offices may recover is limited to only the 
employing office’s share of allowable pre-
miums as would be calculated under COBRA, 
excluding the two percent fee for administra-
tive costs. 

‘‘(f) When an employee fails to return to 
work, any health and non-health benefit pre-
miums which this section of the regulations 
permits an employing office to recover are a 
debt owed by the non-returning employee to 
the employing office. The existence of this 
debt caused by the employee’s failure to re-
turn to work does not alter the employing 
office’s responsibilities for health benefit 
coverage and, under a self-insurance plan, 
payment of claims incurred during the pe-
riod of FMLA leave. To the extent recovery 
is allowed, the employing office may recover 
the costs through deduction from any sums 
due to the employee (e.g., unpaid wages, va-
cation pay, etc.), provided such deductions 
do not otherwise violate applicable wage 
payment or other laws. Alternatively, the 
employing office may initiate legal action 
against the employee to recover such costs. 
‘‘§ 825.214 Employee right to reinstatement 

‘‘General Rule. On return from FMLA leave, 
an employee is entitled to be returned to the 
same position the employee held when leave 
commenced, or to an equivalent position 
with equivalent benefits, pay, and other 
terms and conditions of employment. An em-
ployee is entitled to such reinstatement even 
if the employee has been replaced or his or 
her position has been restructured to accom-
modate the employee’s absence. See also 
825.106(e) for the obligations of employing of-
fices that are joint employers. 
‘‘§ 825.215 Equivalent position 

‘‘(a) Equivalent position. An equivalent posi-
tion is one that is virtually identical to the 
employee’s former position in terms of pay, 
benefits, and working conditions, including 
privileges, prerequisites, and status. It must 
involve the same or substantially similar du-
ties and responsibilities, which must entail 
substantially equivalent skill, effort, respon-
sibility, and authority. 

‘‘(b) Conditions to qualify. If an employee is 
no longer qualified for the position because 
of the employee’s inability to attend a nec-
essary course, renew a license, etc., as a re-
sult of the leave, the employee shall be given 
a reasonable opportunity to fulfill those con-
ditions upon return to work. 

‘‘(c) Equivalent Pay. (1) An employee is en-
titled to any unconditional pay increases 

which may have occurred during the FMLA 
leave period, such as cost of living increases. 
Pay increases conditioned upon seniority, 
length of service, or work performed must be 
granted in accordance with the employing 
office’s policy or practice with respect to 
other employees on an equivalent leave sta-
tus for a reason that does not qualify as 
FMLA leave. An employee is entitled to be 
restored to a position with the same or 
equivalent pay premiums, such as a shift dif-
ferential. If an employee departed from a po-
sition averaging ten hours of overtime (and 
corresponding overtime pay) each week, an 
employee is ordinarily entitled to such a po-
sition on return from FMLA leave. 

‘‘(2) Equivalent pay includes any bonus or 
payment, whether it is discretionary or non- 
discretionary, made to employees consistent 
with the provisions of paragraph (c)(1) of this 
section. However, if a bonus or other pay-
ment is based on the achievement of a speci-
fied goal such as hours worked, products sold 
or perfect attendance, and the employee has 
not met the goal due to FMLA leave, then 
the payment may be denied, unless otherwise 
paid to employees on an equivalent leave 
status for a reason that does not qualify as 
FMLA leave. For example, if an employee 
who used paid vacation leave for a non- 
FMLA purpose would receive the payment, 
then the employee who used paid vacation 
leave for an FMLA-protected purpose also 
must receive the payment. 

‘‘(d) Equivalent benefits. Benefits include all 
benefits provided or made available to em-
ployees by an employing office, including 
group life insurance, health insurance, dis-
ability insurance, sick leave, annual leave, 
educational benefits, and pensions, regard-
less of whether such benefits are provided by 
a practice or written policy of an employing 
office through an employee benefit plan. 

‘‘(1) At the end of an employee’s FMLA 
leave, benefits must be resumed in the same 
manner and at the same levels as provided 
when the leave began, and subject to any 
changes in benefit levels that may have 
taken place during the period of FMLA leave 
affecting the entire work force, unless other-
wise elected by the employee. Upon return 
from FMLA leave, an employee cannot be re-
quired to requalify for any benefits the em-
ployee enjoyed before FMLA leave began (in-
cluding family or dependent coverages). For 
example, if an employee was covered by a 
life insurance policy before taking leave but 
is not covered or coverage lapses during the 
period of unpaid FMLA leave, the employee 
cannot be required to meet any qualifica-
tions, such as taking a physical examina-
tion, in order to requalify for life insurance 
upon return from leave. Accordingly, some 
employing offices may find it necessary to 
modify life insurance and other benefits pro-
grams in order to restore employees to 
equivalent benefits upon return from FMLA 
leave, make arrangements for continued 
payment of costs to maintain such benefits 
during unpaid FMLA leave, or pay these 
costs subject to recovery from the employee 
on return from leave. See 825.213(b). 

‘‘(2) An employee may, but is not entitled 
to, accrue any additional benefits or senior-
ity during unpaid FMLA leave. Benefits ac-
crued at the time leave began, however, (e.g., 
paid vacation, sick or personal leave to the 
extent not substituted for FMLA leave) must 
be available to an employee upon return 
from leave. 

‘‘(3) If, while on unpaid FMLA leave, an 
employee desires to continue life insurance, 
disability insurance, or other types of bene-
fits for which he or she typically pays, the 
employing office is required to follow estab-
lished policies or practices for continuing 
such benefits for other instances of leave 
without pay. If the employing office has no 
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established policy, the employee and the em-
ploying office are encouraged to agree upon 
arrangements before FMLA leave begins. 

‘‘(4) With respect to pension and other re-
tirement plans, any period of unpaid FMLA 
leave shall not be treated as or counted to-
ward a break in service for purposes of vest-
ing and eligibility to participate. Also, if the 
plan requires an employee to be employed on 
a specific date in order to be credited with a 
year of service for vesting, contributions or 
participation purposes, an employee on un-
paid FMLA leave on that date shall be 
deemed to have been employed on that date. 
However, unpaid FMLA leave periods need 
not be treated as credited service for pur-
poses of benefit accrual, vesting and eligi-
bility to participate. 

‘‘(5) Employees on unpaid FMLA leave are 
to be treated as if they continued to work for 
purposes of changes to benefit plans. They 
are entitled to changes in benefits plans, ex-
cept those which may be dependent upon se-
niority or accrual during the leave period, 
immediately upon return from leave or to 
the same extent they would have qualified if 
no leave had been taken. For example if the 
benefit plan is predicated on a pre-estab-
lished number of hours worked each year and 
the employee does not have sufficient hours 
as a result of taking unpaid FMLA leave, the 
benefit is lost. (In this regard, 825.209 ad-
dresses health benefits.) 

‘‘(e) Equivalent terms and conditions of em-
ployment. An equivalent position must have 
substantially similar duties, conditions, re-
sponsibilities, privileges, and status as the 
employee’s original position. 

‘‘(1) The employee must be reinstated to 
the same or a geographically proximate 
worksite (i.e., one that does not involve a 
significant increase in commuting time or 
distance) from where the employee had pre-
viously been employed. If the employee’s 
original worksite has been closed, the em-
ployee is entitled to the same rights as if the 
employee had not been on leave when the 
worksite closed. For example, if an employ-
ing office transfers all employees from a 
closed worksite to a new worksite in a dif-
ferent city, the employee on leave is also en-
titled to transfer under the same conditions 
as if he or she had continued to be employed. 

‘‘(2) The employee is ordinarily entitled to 
return to the same shift or the same or an 
equivalent work schedule. 

‘‘(3) The employee must have the same or 
an equivalent opportunity for bonuses, and 
other similar discretionary and non-discre-
tionary payments. 

‘‘(4) FMLA does not prohibit an employing 
office from accommodating an employee’s 
request to be restored to a different shift, 
schedule, or position which better suits the 
employee’s personal needs on return from 
leave, or to offer a promotion to a better po-
sition. However, an employee cannot be in-
duced by the employing office to accept a 
different position against the employee’s 
wishes. 

‘‘(f) De minimis exception. The requirement 
that an employee be restored to the same or 
equivalent job with the same or equivalent 
pay, benefits, and terms and conditions of 
employment does not extend to de minimis, 
intangible, or unmeasurable aspects of the 
job. 
‘‘§ 825.216 Limitations on an employee’s right 

to reinstatement 
‘‘(a) An employee has no greater right to 

reinstatement or to other benefits and condi-
tions of employment than if the employee 
had been continuously employed during the 
FMLA leave period. An employing office 
must be able to show that an employee 
would not otherwise have been employed at 
the time reinstatement is requested in order 

to deny restoration to employment. For ex-
ample: 

‘‘(1) If an employee is laid off during the 
course of taking FMLA leave and employ-
ment is terminated, the employing office’s 
responsibility to continue FMLA leave, 
maintain group health plan benefits and re-
store the employee ceases at the time the 
employee is laid off, provided the employing 
office has no continuing obligations under a 
collective bargaining agreement or other-
wise. An employing office would have the 
burden of proving that an employee would 
have been laid off during the FMLA leave pe-
riod and, therefore, would not be entitled to 
restoration. Restoration to a job slated for 
lay-off when the employee’s original position 
is not would not meet the requirements of an 
equivalent position. 

‘‘(2) If a shift has been eliminated, or over-
time has been decreased, an employee would 
not be entitled to return to work that shift 
or the original overtime hours upon restora-
tion. However, if a position on, for example, 
a night shift has been filled by another em-
ployee, the employee is entitled to return to 
the same shift on which employed before 
taking FMLA leave. 

‘‘(3) If an employee was hired for a specific 
term or only to perform work on a discrete 
project, the employing office has no obliga-
tion to restore the employee if the employ-
ment term or project is over and the employ-
ing office would not otherwise have contin-
ued to employ the employee. On the other 
hand, if an employee was hired to perform 
work for one employing office for a specific 
time period, and after that time period has 
ended, the work was assigned to another em-
ploying office, the successor employing of-
fice may be required to restore the employee 
if it is a successor employing office. 

‘‘(b) In addition to the circumstances ex-
plained above, an employing office may deny 
job restoration to salaried eligible employees 
(key employees, as defined in 825.217(c)), if 
such denial is necessary to prevent substan-
tial and grievous economic injury to the op-
erations of the employing office; or may 
delay restoration to an employee who fails 
to provide a fitness-for-duty certificate to 
return to work under the conditions de-
scribed in 825.312. 

‘‘(c) If the employee is unable to perform 
an essential function of the position because 
of a physical or mental condition, including 
the continuation of a serious health condi-
tion or an injury or illness also covered by 
workers’ compensation, the employee has no 
right to restoration to another position 
under the FMLA. The employing office’s ob-
ligations may, however, be governed by the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), as 
amended and as made applicable by the CAA. 
See 825.702. 

‘‘(d) An employee who fraudulently obtains 
FMLA leave from an employing office is not 
protected by the job restoration or mainte-
nance of health benefits provisions of the 
FMLA, as made applicable by the CAA. 

‘‘(e) If the employing office has a uni-
formly-applied policy governing outside or 
supplemental employment, such a policy 
may continue to apply to an employee while 
on FMLA leave. An employing office which 
does not have such a policy may not deny 
benefits to which an employee is entitled 
under FMLA, as made applicable by the 
CAA, on this basis unless the FMLA leave 
was fraudulently obtained as in paragraph 
(d) of this section. 
‘‘§ 825.217 Key employee, general rule 

‘‘(a) A key employee is a salaried FMLA- 
eligible employee who is among the highest 
paid 10 percent of all the employees em-
ployed by the employing office within 75 
miles of the employee’s worksite. 

‘‘(b) The term salaried means paid on a sal-
ary basis, within the meaning of the Board’s 
FLSA regulations at part 541, implementing 
section 203 of the CAA (2 U.S.C. 1313), regard-
ing employees who may qualify as exempt 
from the minimum wage and overtime re-
quirements of the FLSA, as made applicable 
by the CAA. 

‘‘(c) A key employee must be among the 
highest paid 10 percent of all the employ-
ees—both salaried and non-salaried, eligible 
and ineligible—who are employed by the em-
ploying office within 75 miles of the work-
site. 

‘‘(1) In determining which employees are 
among the highest paid 10 percent, year-to- 
date earnings are divided by weeks worked 
by the employee (including weeks in which 
paid leave was taken). Earnings include 
wages, premium pay, incentive pay, and non- 
discretionary and discretionary bonuses. 
Earnings do not include incentives whose 
value is determined at some future date, e.g., 
benefits or prerequisites. 

‘‘(2) The determination of whether a sala-
ried employee is among the highest paid 10 
percent shall be made at the time the em-
ployee gives notice of the need for leave. No 
more than 10 percent of the employing of-
fice’s employees within 75 miles of the work-
site may be key employees. 
‘‘§ 825.218 Substantial and grievous economic 

injury 
‘‘(a) In order to deny restoration to a key 

employee, an employing office must deter-
mine that the restoration of the employee to 
employment will cause substantial and 
grievous economic injury to the operations 
of the employing office, not whether the ab-
sence of the employee will cause such sub-
stantial and grievous injury. 

‘‘(b) An employing office may take into ac-
count its ability to replace on a temporary 
basis (or temporarily do without) the em-
ployee on FMLA leave. If permanent replace-
ment is unavoidable, the cost of then rein-
stating the employee can be considered in 
evaluating whether substantial and grievous 
economic injury will occur from restoration; 
in other words, the effect on the operations 
of the employing office of reinstating the 
employee in an equivalent position. 

‘‘(c) A precise test cannot be set for the 
level of hardship or injury to the employing 
office which must be sustained. If the rein-
statement of a key employee threatens the 
economic viability of the employing office, 
that would constitute substantial and griev-
ous economic injury. A lesser injury which 
causes substantial, long-term economic in-
jury would also be sufficient. Minor incon-
veniences and costs that the employing of-
fice would experience in the normal course 
would certainly not constitute substantial 
and grievous economic injury. 

‘‘(d) FMLA’s substantial and grievous eco-
nomic injury standard is different from and 
more stringent than the undue hardship test 
under the ADA, as made applicable by the 
CAA. See also 825.702. 
‘‘§ 825.219 Rights of a key employee 

‘‘(a) An employing office that believes that 
reinstatement may be denied to a key em-
ployee, must give written notice to the em-
ployee at the time the employee gives notice 
of the need for FMLA leave (or when FMLA 
leave commences, if earlier) that he or she 
qualifies as a key employee. At the same 
time, the employing office must also fully 
inform the employee of the potential con-
sequences with respect to reinstatement and 
maintenance of health benefits if the em-
ploying office should determine that sub-
stantial and grievous economic injury to the 
employing office’s operations will result if 
the employee is reinstated from FMLA 
leave. If such notice cannot be given imme-
diately because of the need to determine 
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whether the employee is a key employee, it 
shall be given as soon as practicable after 
being notified of a need for leave (or the 
commencement of leave, if earlier). It is ex-
pected that in most circumstances there will 
be no desire that an employee be denied res-
toration after FMLA leave and, therefore, 
there would be no need to provide such no-
tice. However, an employing office who fails 
to provide such timely notice will lose its 
right to deny restoration even if substantial 
and grievous economic injury will result 
from reinstatement. 

‘‘(b) As soon as an employing office makes 
a good faith determination, based on the 
facts available, that substantial and grievous 
economic injury to its operations will result 
if a key employee who has given notice of 
the need for FMLA leave or is using FMLA 
leave is reinstated, the employing office 
shall notify the employee in writing of its 
determination, that it cannot deny FMLA 
leave, and that it intends to deny restoration 
to employment on completion of the FMLA 
leave. It is anticipated that an employing of-
fice will ordinarily be able to give such no-
tice prior to the employee starting leave. 
The employing office must serve this notice 
either in person or by certified mail. This no-
tice must explain the basis for the employing 
office’s finding that substantial and grievous 
economic injury will result, and, if leave has 
commenced, must provide the employee a 
reasonable time in which to return to work, 
taking into account the circumstances, such 
as the length of the leave and the urgency of 
the need for the employee to return. 

‘‘(c) If an employee on leave does not re-
turn to work in response to the employing 
office’s notification of intent to deny res-
toration, the employee continues to be enti-
tled to maintenance of health benefits and 
the employing office may not recover its 
cost of health benefit premiums. A key em-
ployee’s rights under FMLA continue unless 
and until the employee either gives notice 
that he or she no longer wishes to return to 
work, or the employing office actually de-
nies reinstatement at the conclusion of the 
leave period. 

‘‘(d) After notice to an employee has been 
given that substantial and grievous eco-
nomic injury will result if the employee is 
reinstated to employment, an employee is 
still entitled to request reinstatement at the 
end of the leave period even if the employee 
did not return to work in response to the em-
ploying office’s notice. The employing office 
must then again determine whether there 
will be substantial and grievous economic in-
jury from reinstatement, based on the facts 
at that time. If it is determined that sub-
stantial and grievous economic injury will 
result, the employing office shall notify the 
employee in writing (in person or by cer-
tified mail) of the denial of restoration. 
‘‘§ 825.220 Protection for employees who re-

quest leave or otherwise assert FMLA 
rights 
‘‘(a) The FMLA, as made applicable by the 

CAA, prohibits interference with an employ-
ee’s rights under the law, and with legal pro-
ceedings or inquiries relating to an employ-
ee’s rights. More specifically, the law con-
tains the following employee protections: 

‘‘(1) An employing office is prohibited from 
interfering with, restraining, or denying the 
exercise of (or attempts to exercise) any 
rights provided by the FMLA, as made appli-
cable by the CAA. 

‘‘(2) An employing office is prohibited from 
discharging or in any other way discrimi-
nating against any covered employee (wheth-
er or not an eligible employee) for opposing 
or complaining about any unlawful practice 
under the FMLA, as made applicable by the 
CAA. 

‘‘(3) All employing offices are prohibited 
from discharging or in any other way dis-
criminating against any covered employee 
(whether or not an eligible employee) be-
cause that covered employee has— 

‘‘(A) Filed any claim, or has instituted (or 
caused to be instituted) any proceeding 
under or related to the FMLA, as made ap-
plicable by the CAA; 

‘‘(B) Given, or is about to give, any infor-
mation in connection with an inquiry or pro-
ceeding relating to a right under the FMLA, 
as made applicable by the CAA; 

‘‘(C) Testified, or is about to testify, in any 
inquiry or proceeding relating to a right 
under the FMLA, as made applicable by the 
CAA. 

‘‘(b) Any violations of the FMLA, as made 
applicable by the CAA, or of these regula-
tions constitute interfering with, restrain-
ing, or denying the exercise of rights pro-
vided by the FMLA, as made applicable by 
the CAA. An employing office may be liable 
for compensation and benefits lost by reason 
of the violation, for other actual monetary 
losses sustained as a direct result of the vio-
lation, and for appropriate equitable or other 
relief, including employment, reinstatement, 
promotion, or any other relief tailored to the 
harm suffered. See 825.400(b). Interfering 
with the exercise of an employee’s rights 
would include, for example, not only refusing 
to authorize FMLA leave, but discouraging 
an employee from using such leave. It would 
also include manipulation by a covered em-
ploying office to avoid responsibilities under 
FMLA, for example: 

‘‘(1) øReserved¿ 

‘‘(2) Changing the essential functions of 
the job in order to preclude the taking of 
leave; or 

‘‘(3) Reducing hours available to work in 
order to avoid employee eligibility. 

‘‘(c) The FMLA’s prohibition against inter-
ference prohibits an employing office from 
discriminating or retaliating against an em-
ployee or prospective employee for having 
exercised or attempted to exercise FMLA 
rights. For example, if an employee on leave 
without pay would otherwise be entitled to 
full benefits (other than health benefits), the 
same benefits would be required to be pro-
vided to an employee on unpaid FMLA leave. 
By the same token, employing offices cannot 
use the taking of FMLA leave as a negative 
factor in employment actions, such as hir-
ing, promotions or disciplinary actions; nor 
can FMLA leave be counted under no fault 
attendance policies. See 825.215. 

‘‘(d) Employees cannot waive, nor may em-
ploying offices induce employees to waive, 
their rights under FMLA. For example, em-
ployees (or their collective bargaining rep-
resentatives) cannot trade off the right to 
take FMLA leave against some other benefit 
offered by the employing office. Except for 
settlement agreements covered by 1414 and/ 
or 1415 of the Congressional Accountability 
Act, this does not prevent the settlement or 
release of FMLA claims by employees based 
on past employing office conduct without 
the approval of the Office of Congressional 
Workplace Rights or a court. Nor does it pre-
vent an employee’s voluntary and uncoerced 
acceptance (not as a condition of employ-
ment) of a light duty assignment while re-
covering from a serious health condition. 
See 825.702(d). An employee’s acceptance of 
such light duty assignment does not con-
stitute a waiver of the employee’s prospec-
tive rights, including the right to be restored 
to the same position the employee held at 
the time the employee’s FMLA leave com-
menced or to an equivalent position. The em-
ployee’s right to restoration, however, ceases 
at the end of the applicable 12-month FMLA 
leave year. 

‘‘(e) Covered employees, and not merely el-
igible employees, are protected from retalia-

tion for opposing (e.g., filing a complaint 
about) any practice which is unlawful under 
the FMLA, as made applicable by the CAA. 
They are similarly protected if they oppose 
any practice which they reasonably believe 
to be a violation of the FMLA, as made ap-
plicable by the CAA, or regulations. 
‘‘Subpart C—Employee and Employing Office 

Rights and Obligations Under The FMLA, 
As Made Applicable by the CAA 

‘‘§ 825.300 Employing office notice require-
ments 
‘‘(a)(1) If an employing office has any eligi-

ble employees and has any written guidance 
to employees concerning employee benefits 
or leave rights, such as in an employee hand-
book, information concerning both entitle-
ments and employee obligations under the 
FMLA, as made applicable by the CAA, must 
be included in the handbook or other docu-
ment. For example, if an employing office 
provides an employee handbook to all em-
ployees that describes the employing office’s 
policies regarding leave, wages, attendance, 
and similar matters, the handbook must in-
corporate information on FMLA rights and 
responsibilities and the employing office’s 
policies regarding the FMLA, as made appli-
cable by the CAA. Informational publica-
tions describing the provisions of the FMLA, 
as made applicable by the CAA, are available 
from the Office of Congressional Workplace 
Rights and may be incorporated in such em-
ploying office handbooks or written policies. 

‘‘(2) If such an employing office does not 
have written policies, manuals, or handbooks 
describing employee benefits and leave pro-
visions, the employing office shall provide 
written guidance to an employee concerning 
all the employee’s rights and obligations 
under the FMLA, as made applicable by the 
CAA. This notice shall be provided to em-
ployees each time notice is given pursuant to 
paragraph (c), and in accordance with the 
provisions of that paragraph. Employing of-
fices may duplicate and provide the em-
ployee a copy of the FMLA Fact Sheet avail-
able from the Office of Congressional Work-
place Rights to provide such guidance. 

‘‘(b) Eligibility notice. (1) When an employee 
requests FMLA leave, or when the employing 
office acquires knowledge that an employee’s 
leave may be for an FMLA-qualifying reason, 
the employing office must notify the em-
ployee of the employee’s eligibility to take 
FMLA leave within five business days, ab-
sent extenuating circumstances. See 825.110 
for definition of an eligible employee. Em-
ployee eligibility is determined (and notice 
must be provided) at the commencement of 
the first instance of leave for each FMLA- 
qualifying reason in the applicable 12–month 
period. See 825.127(c) and 825.200(b). All 
FMLA absences for the same qualifying rea-
son are considered a single leave and em-
ployee eligibility as to that reason for leave 
does not change during the applicable 12- 
month period. 

‘‘(2) The eligibility notice must state 
whether the employee is eligible for FMLA 
leave as defined in 825.110. If the employee is 
not eligible for FMLA leave, the notice must 
state at least one reason why the employee 
is not eligible, including as applicable the 
number of months the employee has been 
employed by the employing office and the 
hours of service with the employing office 
during the 12-month period. Notification of 
eligibility may be oral or in writing; employ-
ing offices may use Form C to provide such 
notification to employees. 

‘‘(3) If, at the time an employee provides 
notice of a subsequent need for FMLA leave 
during the applicable 12-month period due to 
a different FMLA-qualifying reason, and the 
employee’s eligibility status has not 
changed, no additional eligibility notice is 
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required. If, however, the employee’s eligi-
bility status has changed (e.g., if the em-
ployee has not met the hours of service re-
quirement in the 12 months preceding the 
commencement of leave for the subsequent 
qualifying reason), the employing office 
must notify the employee of the change in 
eligibility status within five business days, 
absent extenuating circumstances. 

‘‘(c) Rights and responsibilities notice. (1) 
Employing offices shall provide written no-
tice detailing the specific expectations and 
obligations of the employee and explaining 
any consequences of a failure to meet these 
obligations. This notice shall be provided to 
the employee each time the eligibility notice 
is provided pursuant to paragraph (b) of this 
section. If leave has already begun, the no-
tice should be mailed to the employee’s ad-
dress of record. Such specific notice must in-
clude, as appropriate: 

‘‘(A) That the leave may be designated and 
counted against the employee’s annual 
FMLA leave entitlement if qualifying (See 
825.300(c) and 825.301) and the applicable 12- 
month period for FMLA entitlement (See 
825.127(c), 825.200(b), (f), and (g)); 

‘‘(B) Any requirements for the employee to 
furnish certification of a serious health con-
dition, serious injury or illness, or qualifying 
exigency arising out of covered active duty 
or call to covered active duty status, and the 
consequences of failing to do so (See 825.305, 
825.309, 825.310, 825.313); 

‘‘(C) If applicable, the employee’s right to 
substitute paid parental leave for unpaid 
FMLA leave for a birth or placement (See 
825.208) and the employee’s right to sub-
stitute paid leave generally, whether the em-
ploying office will require the substitution of 
paid leave, the conditions related to any sub-
stitution, and the employee’s entitlement to 
take unpaid FMLA leave if the employee 
does not meet the conditions for paid leave 
(See 825.207); 

‘‘(D) Any requirement for the employee to 
make any premium payments to maintain 
health benefits and the arrangements for 
making such payments (See 825.210), and the 
possible consequences of failure to make 
such payments on a timely basis (i.e., the 
circumstances under which coverage may 
lapse); 

‘‘(E) The employee’s status as a key em-
ployee and the potential consequence that 
restoration may be denied following FMLA 
leave, explaining the conditions required for 
such denial (See 825.218); 

‘‘(F) The employee’s right to maintenance 
of benefits during the FMLA leave and res-
toration to the same or an equivalent job 
upon return from FMLA leave (See 825.214 
and 825.604); and 

‘‘(G) The employee’s potential liability for 
payment of health insurance premiums paid 
by the employing office during the employ-
ee’s unpaid FMLA leave if the employee fails 
to return to work after taking FMLA leave 
(See 825.213, 825.208(k)). 

‘‘(2) The notice of rights and responsibil-
ities may include other information—e.g., 
whether the employing office will require 
periodic reports of the employee’s status and 
intent to return to work—but is not required 
to do so. 

‘‘(3) The notice of rights and responsibil-
ities may be accompanied by any required 
certification form. 

‘‘(4) If the specific information provided by 
the notice of rights and responsibilities 
changes, the employing office shall, within 
five business days of receipt of the employ-
ee’s first notice of need for leave subsequent 
to any change, provide written notice ref-
erencing the prior notice and setting forth 
any of the information in the notice of rights 
and responsibilities that has changed. For 
example, if the initial leave period was paid 

leave and the subsequent leave period would 
be unpaid leave, the employing office may 
need to give notice of the arrangements for 
making premium payments. 

‘‘(5) Employing offices are also expected to 
responsively answer questions from employ-
ees concerning their rights and responsibil-
ities under the FMLA, as made applicable 
under the CAA. 

‘‘(6) A prototype notice of rights and re-
sponsibilities may be obtained in Form C, or 
from the Office of Congressional Workplace 
Rights. Employing offices may adapt the 
prototype notice as appropriate to meet 
these notice requirements. The notice of 
rights and responsibilities may be distrib-
uted electronically so long as it otherwise 
meets the requirements of this section. 

‘‘(d) Designation notice. (1) The employing 
office is responsible in all circumstances for 
designating leave as FMLA-qualifying, and 
for giving notice of the designation to the 
employee as provided in this section. When 
the employing office has enough information 
to determine whether the leave is being 
taken for a FMLA-qualifying reason (e.g., 
after receiving a certification), the employ-
ing office must notify the employee whether 
the leave will be designated and will be 
counted as FMLA leave within five business 
days absent extenuating circumstances. Only 
one notice of designation is required for each 
FMLA-qualifying reason per applicable 12- 
month period, regardless of whether the 
leave taken due to the qualifying reason will 
be a continuous block of leave or intermit-
tent or reduced schedule leave. If the em-
ploying office determines that the leave will 
not be designated as FMLA-qualifying (e.g., 
if the leave is not for a reason covered by 
FMLA or the FMLA leave entitlement has 
been exhausted), the employing office must 
notify the employee of that determination. 
Subject to 825.208, if the employing office re-
quires paid leave to be substituted for unpaid 
FMLA leave, or that paid leave taken under 
an existing leave plan be counted as FMLA 
leave, the employing office must inform the 
employee of this designation at the time of 
designating the FMLA leave. 

‘‘(2) If the employing office has sufficient 
information to designate the leave as FMLA 
leave immediately after receiving notice of 
the employee’s need for leave, the employing 
office may provide the employee with the 
designation notice at that time. 

‘‘(3) If the employing office will require the 
employee to present a fitness-for-duty cer-
tification to be restored to employment, the 
employing office must provide notice of such 
requirement with the designation notice. If 
the employing office will require that the 
fitness-for-duty certification address the em-
ployee’s ability to perform the essential 
functions of the employee’s position, the em-
ploying office must so indicate in the des-
ignation notice, and must include a list of 
the essential functions of the employee’s po-
sition. See 825.312. If the employing office’s 
handbook or other written documents (if 
any) describing the employing office’s leave 
policies clearly provide that a fitness-for- 
duty certification will be required in specific 
circumstances (e.g., by stating that fitness- 
for-duty certification will be required in all 
cases of back injuries for employees in a cer-
tain occupation), the employing office is not 
required to provide written notice of the re-
quirement with the designation notice, but 
must provide oral notice no later than with 
the designation notice. 

‘‘(4) The designation notice must be in 
writing. A prototype designation notice is 
contained in Form D which may be obtained 
from the Office of Congressional Workplace 
Rights. If the leave is not designated as 
FMLA leave because it does not meet the re-
quirements of the FMLA, as made applicable 

by the CAA, the notice to the employee that 
the leave is not designated as FMLA leave 
may be in the form of a simple written state-
ment. The designation notice may be distrib-
uted electronically so long as it otherwise 
meets the requirements of this section and 
the employing office can demonstrate that 
the employee (who may already be on leave 
and who may not have access to employing 
office-provided computers) has access to the 
information electronically. 

‘‘(5) If the information provided by the em-
ploying office to the employee in the des-
ignation notice changes (e.g., the employee 
exhausts the FMLA leave entitlement), the 
employing office shall provide, within five 
business days of receipt of the employee’s 
first notice of need for leave subsequent to 
any change, written notice of the change. 

‘‘(6) The employing office must notify the 
employee of the amount of leave counted 
against the employee’s FMLA leave entitle-
ment and, if applicable, the employee’s paid 
parental leave entitlement. If the amount of 
leave needed is known at the time the em-
ploying office designates the leave as FMLA- 
qualifying, the employing office must notify 
the employee of the number of hours, days, 
or weeks that will be counted against the 
employee’s FMLA leave entitlement in the 
designation notice. If it is not possible to 
provide the hours, days, or weeks that will 
be counted against the employee’s FMLA 
leave entitlement (such as in the case of un-
foreseeable intermittent leave), then the em-
ploying office must provide notice of the 
amount of leave counted against the employ-
ee’s FMLA leave entitlement and, if applica-
ble, paid parental leave entitlement, upon 
the request by the employee, but no more 
often than once in a 30–day period and only 
if leave was taken in that period. The notice 
of the amount of leave counted against the 
employee’s FMLA entitlement and, if appli-
cable, paid parental leave entitlement may 
be oral or in writing. If such notice is oral, 
it shall be confirmed in writing no later than 
the following payday (unless the payday is 
less than one week after the oral notice, in 
which case the notice must be no later than 
the subsequent payday). Such written notice 
may be in any form, including a notation on 
the employee’s pay stub. 

‘‘(e) Consequences of failing to provide notice. 
Failure to follow the notice requirements set 
forth in this section may constitute an inter-
ference with, restraint, or denial of the exer-
cise of an employee’s FMLA rights. An em-
ploying office may be liable for compensa-
tion and benefits lost by reason of the viola-
tion, for other actual monetary losses sus-
tained as a direct result of the violation, and 
for appropriate equitable or other relief, in-
cluding employment, reinstatement, pro-
motion, or any other relief tailored to the 
harm suffered. See 825.400(b). 
‘‘§ 825.301 Designation of FMLA leave 

‘‘(a) Employing office responsibilities. The 
employing office’s decision to designate 
leave as FMLA-qualifying must be based 
only on information received from the em-
ployee or the employee’s spokesperson (e.g., 
if the employee is incapacitated, the employ-
ee’s spouse, adult child, parent, doctor, etc., 
may provide notice to the employing office 
of the need to take FMLA leave). In any cir-
cumstance where the employing office does 
not have sufficient information about the 
reason for an employee’s use of leave, the 
employing office should inquire further of 
the employee or the spokesperson to ascer-
tain whether leave is potentially FMLA- 
qualifying. Once the employing office has ac-
quired knowledge that the leave is being 
taken for a FMLA-qualifying reason, the em-
ploying office must notify the employee as 
provided in 825.300(d). 
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‘‘(b) Employee responsibilities. An employee 

giving notice of the need for FMLA leave 
does not need to expressly assert rights 
under the FMLA, as made applicable by the 
CAA, or even mention the FMLA to meet his 
or her obligation to provide notice, though 
the employee would need to state a quali-
fying reason for the needed leave and other-
wise satisfy the notice requirements set 
forth in 825.302 or 825.303 depending on 
whether the need for leave is foreseeable or 
unforeseeable. An employee giving notice of 
the need for FMLA leave must explain the 
reasons for the needed leave so as to allow 
the employing office to determine whether 
the leave qualifies under the FMLA, as made 
applicable by the CAA. If the employee fails 
to explain the reasons, leave may be denied. 
In many cases, in explaining the reasons for 
a request to use leave, especially when the 
need for the leave was unexpected or unfore-
seen, an employee will provide sufficient in-
formation for the employing office to des-
ignate the leave as FMLA leave. An em-
ployee using accrued paid leave may in some 
cases not spontaneously explain the reasons 
or their plans for using their accrued leave. 
However, if an employee requesting to use 
paid leave for a FMLA-qualifying reason 
does not explain the reason for the leave and 
the employing office denies the employee’s 
request, the employee will need to provide 
sufficient information to establish a FMLA- 
qualifying reason for the needed leave so 
that the employing office is aware that the 
leave may not be denied and may designate 
that the paid leave be appropriately counted 
against (substituted for) the employee’s 
FMLA leave entitlement. Similarly, an em-
ployee using accrued paid vacation leave 
who seeks an extension of unpaid leave for a 
FMLA-qualifying reason will need to state 
the reason. If this is due to an event which 
occurred during the period of paid leave, the 
employing office may count the leave used 
after the FMLA-qualifying reason against 
the employee’s FMLA leave entitlement. 

‘‘(c) Disputes. If there is a dispute between 
an employing office and an employee as to 
whether leave qualifies as FMLA leave, it 
should be resolved through discussions be-
tween the employee and the employing of-
fice. Such discussions and the decision must 
be documented. 

‘‘(d) Retroactive designation. Subject to 
825.208, if an employing office does not des-
ignate leave as required by 825.300, the em-
ploying office may retroactively designate 
leave as FMLA leave with appropriate notice 
to the employee as required by 825.300 pro-
vided that the employing office’s failure to 
timely designate leave does not cause harm 
or injury to the employee. In all cases where 
leave would qualify for FMLA protections, 
an employing office and an employee can 
mutually agree that leave be retroactively 
designated as FMLA leave. 

‘‘(e) Remedies. If an employing office’s fail-
ure to timely designate leave in accordance 
with 825.300 causes the employee to suffer 
harm, it may constitute an interference 
with, restraint of, or denial of the exercise of 
an employee’s FMLA rights. An employing 
office may be liable for compensation and 
benefits lost by reason of the violation, for 
other actual monetary losses sustained as a 
direct result of the violation, and for appro-
priate equitable or other relief, including 
employment, reinstatement, promotion, or 
any other relief tailored to the harm suf-
fered. See 825.400(b). For example, if an em-
ploying office that was put on notice that an 
employee needed FMLA leave failed to des-
ignate the leave properly, but the employee’s 
own serious health condition prevented him 
or her from returning to work during that 
time period regardless of the designation, an 
employee may not be able to show that the 

employee suffered harm as a result of the 
employing office’s actions. However, if an 
employee took leave to provide care for a 
son or daughter with a serious health condi-
tion believing it would not count toward his 
or her FMLA entitlement, and the employee 
planned to later use that FMLA leave to pro-
vide care for a spouse who would need assist-
ance when recovering from surgery planned 
for a later date, the employee may be able to 
show that harm has occurred as a result of 
the employing office’s failure to designate 
properly. The employee might establish this 
by showing that he or she would have ar-
ranged for an alternative caregiver for the 
seriously-ill son or daughter if the leave had 
been designated timely. 
‘‘§ 825.302 Employee notice requirements for 

foreseeable FMLA leave 
‘‘(a) Timing of notice. An employee must 

provide the employing office at least 30 days 
advance notice before FMLA leave is to 
begin if the need for the leave is foreseeable 
based on an expected birth, placement for 
adoption or foster care, planned medical 
treatment for a serious health condition of 
the employee or of a family member, or the 
planned medical treatment for a serious in-
jury or illness of a covered servicemember. If 
30 days’ notice is not practicable, such as be-
cause of a lack of knowledge of approxi-
mately when leave will be required to begin, 
a change in circumstances, or a medical 
emergency, notice must be given as soon as 
practicable. For example, an employee’s 
health condition may require leave to com-
mence earlier than anticipated before the 
birth of a child. Similarly, little opportunity 
for notice may be given before placement for 
adoption. For foreseeable leave due to a 
qualifying exigency, notice must be provided 
as soon as practicable, regardless of how far 
in advance such leave is foreseeable. Wheth-
er FMLA leave is to be continuous or is to be 
taken intermittently or on a reduced sched-
ule basis, notice need only be given one time, 
but the employee shall advise the employing 
office as soon as practicable if dates of 
scheduled leave change or are extended, or 
were initially unknown. In those cases where 
the employee is required to provide at least 
30 days’ notice of foreseeable leave and does 
not do so, the employee shall explain the 
reasons why such notice was not practicable 
upon a request from the employing office for 
such information. 

‘‘(b) As soon as practicable means as soon 
as both possible and practical, taking into 
account all of the facts and circumstances in 
the individual case. When an employee be-
comes aware of a need for FMLA leave less 
than 30 days in advance, it should be prac-
ticable for the employee to provide notice of 
the need for leave either the same day or the 
next business day. In all cases, however, the 
determination of when an employee could 
practicably provide notice must take into 
account the individual facts and cir-
cumstances. 

‘‘(c) Content of notice. An employee shall 
provide at least verbal notice sufficient to 
make the employing office aware that the 
employee needs FMLA-qualifying leave, and 
the anticipated timing and duration of the 
leave. Depending on the situation, such in-
formation may include that a condition ren-
ders the employee unable to perform the 
functions of the job; that the employee is 
pregnant or has been hospitalized overnight; 
whether the employee or the employee’s 
family member is under the continuing care 
of a health care provider; if the leave is due 
to a qualifying exigency, that a military 
member is on covered active duty or call to 
covered active duty status (or has been noti-
fied of an impending call or order to covered 
active duty), and that the requested leave is 

for one of the reasons listed in 825.126(b); if 
the leave is for a family member, that the 
condition renders the family member unable 
to perform daily activities, or that the fam-
ily member is a covered servicemember with 
a serious injury or illness; and the antici-
pated duration of the absence, if known. 
When an employee seeks leave for the first 
time for a FMLA-qualifying reason, the em-
ployee need not expressly assert rights under 
the FMLA, as made applicable by the CAA, 
or even mention the FMLA. When an em-
ployee seeks leave due to a FMLA-qualifying 
reason, for which the employing office has 
previously provided FMLA-protected leave, 
the employee must specifically reference the 
qualifying reason for leave or the need for 
FMLA leave. In all cases, the employing of-
fice should inquire further of the employee if 
it is necessary to have more information 
about whether FMLA leave is being sought 
by the employee, and obtain the necessary 
details of the leave to be taken. In the case 
of medical conditions, the employing office 
may find it necessary to inquire further to 
determine if the leave is because of a serious 
health condition and may request medical 
certification to support the need for such 
leave. See 825.305. An employing office may 
also request certification to support the need 
for leave for a qualifying exigency or for 
military caregiver leave. See 825.309, 825.310. 
When an employee has been previously cer-
tified for leave due to more than one FMLA- 
qualifying reason, the employing office may 
need to inquire further to determine for 
which qualifying reason the leave is needed. 
An employee has an obligation to respond to 
an employing office’s questions designed to 
determine whether an absence is potentially 
FMLA-qualifying. Failure to respond to rea-
sonable employing office inquiries regarding 
the leave request may result in denial of 
FMLA protection if the employing office is 
unable to determine whether the leave is 
FMLA-qualifying. 

‘‘(d) Complying with the employing office pol-
icy. An employing office may require an em-
ployee to comply with the employing office’s 
usual and customary notice and procedural 
requirements for requesting leave, absent 
unusual circumstances. For example, an em-
ploying office may require that written no-
tice set forth the reasons for the requested 
leave, the anticipated duration of the leave, 
and the anticipated start of the leave. An 
employee also may be required by an em-
ploying office’s policy to contact a specific 
individual. Unusual circumstances would in-
clude situations such as when an employee is 
unable to comply with the employing office’s 
policy that requests for leave should be made 
by contacting a specific number because on 
the day the employee needs to provide notice 
of his or her need for FMLA leave there is no 
one to answer the call-in number and the 
voice mail box is full. Where an employee 
does not comply with the employing office’s 
usual notice and procedural requirements, 
and no unusual circumstances justify the 
failure to comply, FMLA-protected leave 
may be delayed or denied. However, FMLA- 
protected leave may not be delayed or denied 
where the employing office’s policy requires 
notice to be given sooner than set forth in 
paragraph (a) of this section and the em-
ployee provides timely notice as set forth in 
paragraph (a) of this section. 

‘‘(e) Scheduling planned medical treatment. 
When planning medical treatment, the em-
ployee must consult with the employing of-
fice and make a reasonable effort to schedule 
the treatment so as not to disrupt unduly 
the employing office’s operations, subject to 
the approval of the health care provider. Em-
ployees are ordinarily expected to consult 
with their employing offices prior to the 
scheduling of treatment in order to work out 
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a treatment schedule which best suits the 
needs of both the employing office and the 
employee. For example, if an employee who 
provides notice of the need to take FMLA 
leave on an intermittent basis for planned 
medical treatment neglects to consult with 
the employing office to make a reasonable 
effort to arrange the schedule of treatments 
so as not to unduly disrupt the employing of-
fice’s operations, the employing office may 
initiate discussions with the employee and 
require the employee to attempt to make 
such arrangements, subject to the approval 
of the health care provider. See 825.203 and 
825.205. 

‘‘(f) Intermittent leave or leave on a re-
duced leave schedule must be medically nec-
essary due to a serious health condition or a 
serious injury or illness. An employee shall 
advise the employing office, upon request, of 
the reasons why the intermittent/reduced 
leave schedule is necessary and of the sched-
ule for treatment, if applicable. The em-
ployee and employing office shall attempt to 
work out a schedule for such leave that 
meets the employee’s needs without unduly 
disrupting the employing office’s operations, 
subject to the approval of the health care 
provider. 

‘‘(g) An employing office may waive em-
ployees’ FMLA notice requirements. See 
825.304(e). 
‘‘§ 825.303 Employee notice requirements for 

unforeseeable FMLA leave 
‘‘(a) Timing of notice. When the approxi-

mate timing of the need for leave is not fore-
seeable, an employee must provide notice to 
the employing office as soon as practicable 
under the facts and circumstances of the par-
ticular case. It generally should be prac-
ticable for the employee to provide notice of 
leave that is unforeseeable within the time 
prescribed by the employing office’s usual 
and customary notice requirements applica-
ble to such leave. See 825.303(c). Notice may 
be given by the employee’s spokesperson 
(e.g., spouse, adult family member, or other 
responsible party) if the employee is unable 
to do so personally. For example, if an em-
ployee’s child has a severe asthma attack 
and the employee takes the child to the 
emergency room, the employee would not be 
required to leave his or her child in order to 
report the absence while the child is receiv-
ing emergency treatment. However, if the 
child’s asthma attack required only the use 
of an inhaler at home followed by a period of 
rest, the employee would be expected to call 
the employing office promptly after ensuring 
the child has used the inhaler. 

‘‘(b) Content of notice. An employee shall 
provide sufficient information for an em-
ploying office to reasonably determine 
whether the FMLA may apply to the leave 
request. Depending on the situation, such in-
formation may include that a condition ren-
ders the employee unable to perform the 
functions of the job; that the employee is 
pregnant or has been hospitalized overnight; 
whether the employee or the employee’s 
family member is under the continuing care 
of a health care provider; if the leave is due 
to a qualifying exigency, that a military 
member is on covered active duty or call to 
covered active duty status (or has been noti-
fied of an impending call or order to covered 
active duty), that the requested leave is for 
one of the reasons listed in 825.126(b), and the 
anticipated duration of the absence; or if the 
leave is for a family member that the condi-
tion renders the family member unable to 
perform daily activities or that the family 
member is a covered servicemember with a 
serious injury or illness; and the anticipated 
duration of the absence, if known. When an 
employee seeks leave for the first time for a 
FMLA-qualifying reason, the employee need 

not expressly assert rights under the FMLA, 
as made applicable by the CAA, or even men-
tion the FMLA. When an employee seeks 
leave due to a qualifying reason, for which 
the employing office has previously provided 
the employee FMLA-protected leave, the em-
ployee must specifically reference either the 
qualifying reason for leave or the need for 
FMLA leave. Calling in ‘sick’ without pro-
viding more information will not be consid-
ered sufficient notice to trigger an employ-
ing office’s obligations under the FMLA, as 
made applicable by the CAA. The employing 
office will be expected to obtain any addi-
tional required information through infor-
mal means. An employee has an obligation 
to respond to an employing office’s questions 
designed to determine whether an absence is 
potentially FMLA-qualifying. Failure to re-
spond to reasonable employing office inquir-
ies office regarding the leave request may re-
sult in denial of FMLA protection if the em-
ploying office is unable to determine wheth-
er the leave is FMLA-qualifying. 

‘‘(c) Complying with employing office policy. 
When the need for leave is not foreseeable, 
an employee must comply with the employ-
ing office’s usual and customary notice and 
procedural requirements for requesting 
leave, absent unusual circumstances. For ex-
ample, an employing office may require em-
ployees to call a designated number or a spe-
cific individual to request leave. However, if 
an employee requires emergency medical 
treatment, he or she would not be required 
to follow the call-in procedure until his or 
her condition is stabilized and he or she has 
access to, and is able to use, a phone. Simi-
larly, in the case of an emergency requiring 
leave because of a FMLA-qualifying reason, 
written advance notice pursuant to an em-
ploying office’s internal rules and procedures 
may not be required when FMLA leave is in-
volved. If an employee does not comply with 
the employing office’s usual notice and pro-
cedural requirements, and no unusual cir-
cumstances justify the failure to comply, 
FMLA-protected leave may be delayed or de-
nied. 
‘‘§ 825.304 Employee failure to provide notice 

‘‘(a) Proper notice required. In all cases, in 
order for the onset of an employee’s FMLA 
leave to be delayed due to lack of required 
notice, it must be clear that the employee 
had actual notice of the FMLA notice re-
quirements. This condition would be satis-
fied by the employing office’s proper posting, 
at the worksite where the employee is em-
ployed, of the information regarding the 
FMLA provided (pursuant to section 301(h)(2) 
of the CAA, 2 U.S.C. 1381(h)(2)) by the Office 
of Congressional Workplace Rights to the 
employing office in a manner suitable for 
posting. 

‘‘(b) Foreseeable leave—30 days. When the 
need for FMLA leave is foreseeable at least 
30 days in advance and an employee fails to 
give timely advance notice with no reason-
able excuse, the employing office may delay 
FMLA coverage until 30 days after the date 
the employee provides notice. The need for 
leave and the approximate date leave would 
be taken must have been clearly foreseeable 
to the employee 30 days in advance of the 
leave. For example, knowledge that an em-
ployee would receive a telephone call about 
the availability of a child for adoption at 
some unknown point in the future would not 
be sufficient to establish the leave was clear-
ly foreseeable 30 days in advance. 

‘‘(c) Foreseeable leave—less than 30 days. 
When the need for FMLA leave is foreseeable 
fewer than 30 days in advance and an em-
ployee fails to give notice as soon as prac-
ticable under the particular facts and cir-
cumstances, the extent to which an employ-
ing office may delay FMLA coverage for 

leave depends on the facts of the particular 
case. For example, if an employee reasonably 
should have given the employing office two 
weeks’ notice but instead only provided one 
week’s notice, then the employing office 
may delay FMLA-protected leave for one 
week (thus, if the employing office elects to 
delay FMLA coverage and the employee 
nonetheless takes leave one week after pro-
viding the notice (i.e., a week before the two 
week notice period has been met) the leave 
will not be FMLA-protected). 

‘‘(d) Unforeseeable leave. When the need for 
FMLA leave is unforeseeable and an em-
ployee fails to give notice in accordance with 
825.303, the extent to which an employing of-
fice may delay FMLA coverage for leave de-
pends on the facts of the particular case. For 
example, if it would have been practicable 
for an employee to have given the employing 
office notice of the need for leave very soon 
after the need arises consistent with the em-
ploying office’s policy, but instead the em-
ployee provided notice two days after the 
leave began, then the employing office may 
delay FMLA coverage of the leave by two 
days. 

‘‘(e) Waiver of notice. An employing office 
may waive employees’ FMLA notice obliga-
tions or the employing office’s own internal 
rules on leave notice requirements. If an em-
ploying office does not waive the employee’s 
obligations under its internal leave rules, 
the employing office may take appropriate 
action under its internal rules and proce-
dures for failure to follow its usual and cus-
tomary notification rules, absent unusual 
circumstances, as long as the actions are 
taken in a manner that does not discrimi-
nate against employees taking FMLA leave 
and the rules are not inconsistent with 
825.303(a). 
‘‘§ 825.305 Certification, general rule 

‘‘(a) General. An employing office may re-
quire that an employee’s leave to care for 
the employee’s covered family member with 
a serious health condition, or due to the em-
ployee’s own serious health condition that 
makes the employee unable to perform one 
or more of the essential functions of the em-
ployee’s position, be supported by a certifi-
cation issued by the health care provider of 
the employee or the employee’s family mem-
ber. An employing office may also require 
that an employee’s leave because of a quali-
fying exigency or to care for a covered serv-
icemember with a serious injury or illness be 
supported by a certification, as described in 
825.309 and 825.310, respectively. An employ-
ing office must give notice of a requirement 
for certification each time a certification is 
required; such notice must be written notice 
whenever required by 825.300(c). An employ-
ing office’s oral request to an employee to 
furnish any subsequent certification is suffi-
cient. 

‘‘(b) Timing. In most cases, the employing 
office should request that an employee fur-
nish certification at the time the employee 
gives notice of the need for leave or within 
five business days thereafter, or, in the case 
of unforeseen leave, within five business days 
after the leave commences. The employing 
office may request certification at some 
later date if the employing office later has 
reason to question the appropriateness of the 
leave or its duration. The employee must 
provide the requested certification to the 
employing office within 15 calendar days 
after the employing office’s request, unless it 
is not practicable under the particular cir-
cumstances to do so despite the employee’s 
diligent, good faith efforts or the employing 
office provides more than 15 calendar days to 
return the requested certification. 

‘‘(c) Complete and sufficient certification. The 
employee must provide a complete and suffi-
cient certification to the employing office if 
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required by the employing office in accord-
ance with 825.306, 825.309, and 825.310. The em-
ploying office shall advise an employee 
whenever the employing office finds a cer-
tification incomplete or insufficient, and 
shall state in writing what additional infor-
mation is necessary to make the certifi-
cation complete and sufficient. A certifi-
cation is considered incomplete if the em-
ploying office receives a certification, but 
one or more of the applicable entries have 
not been completed. A certification is con-
sidered insufficient if the employing office 
receives a complete certification, but the in-
formation provided is vague, ambiguous, or 
non-responsive. The employing office must 
provide the employee with seven calendar 
days (unless not practicable under the par-
ticular circumstances despite the employee’s 
diligent good faith efforts) to cure any such 
deficiency. If the deficiencies specified by 
the employing office are not cured in the re-
submitted certification, the employing office 
may deny the taking of FMLA leave, in ac-
cordance with 825.313. A certification that is 
not returned to the employing office is not 
considered incomplete or insufficient, but 
constitutes a failure to provide certification. 

‘‘(d) Consequences. At the time the employ-
ing office requests certification, the employ-
ing office must also advise an employee of 
the anticipated consequences of an employ-
ee’s failure to provide adequate certification. 
If the employee fails to provide the employ-
ing office with a complete and sufficient cer-
tification, despite the opportunity to cure 
the certification as provided in paragraph (c) 
of this section, or fails to provide any certifi-
cation, the employing office may deny the 
taking of FMLA leave, in accordance with 
825.313. It is the employee’s responsibility ei-
ther to furnish a complete and sufficient cer-
tification or to furnish the health care pro-
vider providing the certification with any 
necessary authorization from the employee 
or the employee’s family member in order 
for the health care provider to release a com-
plete and sufficient certification to the em-
ploying office to support the employee’s 
FMLA request. This provision will apply in 
any case where an employing office requests 
a certification permitted by these regula-
tions, whether it is the initial certification, 
a recertification, a second or third opinion, 
or a fitness-for-duty certificate, including 
any clarifications necessary to determine if 
such certifications are authentic and suffi-
cient. See 825.306, 825.307, 825.308, and 825.312. 
(e) Annual medical certification. Where the 
employee’s need for leave due to the employ-
ee’s own serious health condition, or the se-
rious health condition of the employee’s cov-
ered family member, lasts beyond a single 
leave year (as defined in 825.200), the employ-
ing office may require the employee to pro-
vide a new medical certification in each sub-
sequent leave year. Such new medical cer-
tifications are subject to the provisions for 
authentication and clarification set forth in 
825.307, including second and third opinions. 
‘‘§ 825.306 Content of medical certification for 

leave taken because of an employee’s own 
serious health condition or the serious 
health condition of a family member 
‘‘(a) Required information. When leave is 

taken because of an employee’s own serious 
health condition, or the serious health condi-
tion of a family member, an employing office 
may require an employee to obtain a medical 
certification from a health care provider 
that sets forth the following information: 

‘‘(1) The name, address, telephone number, 
and fax number of the health care provider 
and type of medical practice/specialization; 

‘‘(2) The approximate date on which the se-
rious health condition commenced, and its 
probable duration; 

‘‘(4) If the employee is the patient, infor-
mation sufficient to establish that the em-
ployee cannot perform the essential func-
tions of the employee’s job as well as the na-
ture of any other work restrictions, and the 
likely duration of such inability (See 
825.123(b)); 

‘‘(5) If the patient is a covered family 
member with a serious health condition, in-
formation sufficient to establish that the 
family member is in need of care, as de-
scribed in 825.124, and an estimate of the fre-
quency and duration of the leave required to 
care for the family member; 

‘‘(6) If an employee requests leave on an 
intermittent or reduced schedule basis for 
planned medical treatment of the employee’s 
or a covered family member’s serious health 
condition, information sufficient to establish 
the medical necessity for such intermittent 
or reduced schedule leave and an estimate of 
the dates and duration of such treatments 
and any periods of recovery; 

‘‘(7) If an employee requests leave on an 
intermittent or reduced schedule basis for 
the employee’s serious health condition, in-
cluding pregnancy, that may result in un-
foreseeable episodes of incapacity, informa-
tion sufficient to establish the medical ne-
cessity for such intermittent or reduced 
schedule leave and an estimate of the fre-
quency and duration of the episodes of inca-
pacity; and 

‘‘(8) If an employee requests leave on an 
intermittent or reduced schedule basis to 
care for a covered family member with a se-
rious health condition, a statement that 
such leave is medically necessary to care for 
the family member, as described in 825.124 
and 825.203(b), which can include assisting in 
the family member’s recovery, and an esti-
mate of the frequency and duration of the re-
quired leave. 

‘‘(b) The Office of Congressional Workplace 
Rights has developed two optional forms 
(Form A and Form B) for use in obtaining 
medical certification, including second and 
third opinions, from health care providers 
that meets FMLA’s certification require-
ments, as made applicable by the CAA. (See 
Forms A and B.) Optional Form A is for use 
when the employee’s need for leave is due to 
the employee’s own serious health condition. 
Optional Form B is for use when the em-
ployee needs leave to care for a family mem-
ber with a serious health condition. These 
optional forms reflect certification require-
ments so as to permit the health care pro-
vider to furnish appropriate medical infor-
mation. Forms A and B are modeled closely 
on Form WH–380E and Form WH–380F, as re-
vised, which were developed by the Depart-
ment of Labor (See 29 C.F.R. Part 825). The 
employing office may use the Office of Con-
gressional Workplace Rights’s forms, or 
Form WH–380E and Form WH–380F, as re-
vised, or another form containing the same 
basic information; however, no information 
may be required beyond that specified in 
825.306, 825.307, and 825.308. In all instances 
the information on the form must relate 
only to the serious health condition for 
which the current need for leave exists. 

‘‘(c) If an employee is on FMLA leave run-
ning concurrently with a workers’ compensa-
tion absence, and the provisions of the work-
ers’ compensation statute permit the em-
ploying office or the employing office’s rep-
resentative to request additional informa-
tion from the employee’s workers’ com-
pensation health care provider, the FMLA 
does not prevent the employing office from 
following the applicable workers’ compensa-
tion provisions and information received 
under those provisions may be considered in 
determining the employee’s entitlement to 
FMLA-protected leave. Similarly, an em-
ploying office may request additional infor-

mation in accordance with a paid leave pol-
icy or disability plan that requires greater 
information to qualify for payments or bene-
fits, provided that the employing office in-
forms the employee that the additional in-
formation only needs to be provided in con-
nection with receipt of such payments or 
benefits. Any information received pursuant 
to such policy or plan may be considered in 
determining the employee’s entitlement to 
FMLA-protected leave. If the employee fails 
to provide the information required for re-
ceipt of such payments or benefits, such fail-
ure will not affect the employee’s entitle-
ment to take unpaid FMLA leave. See 
825.207(a). 

‘‘(d) If an employee’s serious health condi-
tion may also be a disability within the 
meaning of the Americans with Disabilities 
Act (ADA), as amended and as made applica-
ble by the CAA, the FMLA does not prevent 
the employing office from following the pro-
cedures for requesting medical information 
under the ADA. Any information received 
pursuant to these procedures may be consid-
ered in determining the employee’s entitle-
ment to FMLA-protected leave. 

‘‘(e) While an employee may choose to 
comply with the certification requirement 
by providing the employing office with an 
authorization, release, or waiver allowing 
the employing office to communicate di-
rectly with the health care provider of the 
employee or his or her covered family mem-
ber, the employee may not be required to 
provide such an authorization, release, or 
waiver. In all instances in which certifi-
cation is requested, it is the employee’s re-
sponsibility to provide the employing office 
with complete and sufficient certification 
and failure to do so may result in the denial 
of FMLA leave. See 825.305(d). 

‘‘§ 825.307 Authentication and clarification of 
medical certification for leave taken be-
cause of an employee’s own serious health 
condition or the serious health condition of 
a family member; second and third opin-
ions 

‘‘(a) Clarification and authentication. (1) If 
an employee submits a complete and suffi-
cient certification signed by the health care 
provider, the employing office may not re-
quest additional information from the health 
care provider. However, the employing office 
may contact the health care provider for 
purposes of clarification and authentication 
of the medical certification (whether initial 
certification or recertification) after the em-
ploying office has given the employee an op-
portunity to cure any deficiencies as set 
forth in 825.305(c). To make such contact, the 
employing office must use a health care pro-
vider, a human resources professional, a 
leave administrator, or a management offi-
cial. An employee’s direct supervisor may 
not contact the employee’s health care pro-
vider, unless the direct supervisor is also the 
only individual in the employing office des-
ignated to process FMLA requests and the 
direct supervisor receives specific authoriza-
tion from the employee to contact the em-
ployee’s health care provider. For purposes 
of these regulations, authentication means 
providing the health care provider with a 
copy of the certification and requesting 
verification that the information contained 
on the certification form was completed and/ 
or authorized by the health care provider 
who signed the document; no additional med-
ical information may be requested. 

‘‘(2) Clarification means contacting the 
health care provider to understand the hand-
writing on the medical certification or to un-
derstand the meaning of a response. Employ-
ing offices may not ask health care providers 
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for additional information beyond that re-
quired by the certification form. The re-
quirements of the Health Insurance Port-
ability and Accountability Act (HIPAA) Pri-
vacy Rule, (See 45 C.F.R. parts 160 and 164), 
which governs the privacy of individually- 
identifiable health information created or 
held by HIPAA-covered entities, must be sat-
isfied when individually-identifiable health 
information of an employee is shared with an 
employing office by a HIPAA-covered health 
care provider. If an employee chooses not to 
provide the employing office with authoriza-
tion allowing the employing office to clarify 
the certification with the health care pro-
vider, and does not otherwise clarify the cer-
tification, the employing office may deny 
the taking of FMLA leave if the certification 
is unclear. See 825.305(d). It is the employee’s 
responsibility to provide the employing of-
fice with a complete and sufficient certifi-
cation and to clarify the certification if nec-
essary. 

‘‘(b) Second Opinion. (1) An employing of-
fice that has reason to doubt the validity of 
a medical certification may require the em-
ployee to obtain a second opinion at the em-
ploying office’s expense. Pending receipt of 
the second (or third) medical opinion, the 
employee is provisionally entitled to the 
benefits of the FMLA, as made applicable by 
the CAA, including maintenance of group 
health benefits. If the certifications do not 
ultimately establish the employee’s entitle-
ment to FMLA leave, the leave shall not be 
designated as FMLA leave and may be treat-
ed as paid or unpaid leave under the employ-
ing office’s established leave policies. In ad-
dition, the consequences set forth in 
825.305(d) will apply if the employee or the 
employee’s family member fails to authorize 
his or her health care provider to release all 
relevant medical information pertaining to 
the serious health condition at issue if re-
quested by the health care provider des-
ignated to provide a second opinion in order 
to render a sufficient and complete second 
opinion. 

‘‘(2) The employing office is permitted to 
designate the health care provider to furnish 
the second opinion, but the selected health 
care provider may not be employed on a reg-
ular basis by the employing office. The em-
ploying office may not regularly contract 
with or otherwise regularly utilize the serv-
ices of the health care provider furnishing 
the second opinion unless the employing of-
fice is located in an area where access to 
health care is extremely limited (e.g., a rural 
area where no more than one or two doctors 
practice in the relevant specialty in the vi-
cinity). 

‘‘(c) Third opinion. If the opinions of the 
employee’s and the employing office’s des-
ignated health care providers differ, the em-
ploying office may require the employee to 
obtain certification from a third health care 
provider, again at the employing office’s ex-
pense. This third opinion shall be final and 
binding. The third health care provider must 
be designated or approved jointly by the em-
ploying office and the employee. The em-
ploying office and the employee must each 
act in good faith to attempt to reach agree-
ment on whom to select for the third opinion 
provider. If the employing office does not at-
tempt in good faith to reach agreement, the 
employing office will be bound by the first 
certification. If the employee does not at-
tempt in good faith to reach agreement, the 
employee will be bound by the second certifi-
cation. For example, an employee who re-
fuses to agree to see a doctor in the specialty 
in question may be failing to act in good 
faith. On the other hand, an employing office 
that refuses to agree to any doctor on a list 
of specialists in the appropriate field pro-
vided by the employee and whom the em-

ployee has not previously consulted may be 
failing to act in good faith. In addition, the 
consequences set forth in 825.305(d) will apply 
if the employee or the employee’s family 
member fails to authorize his or her health 
care provider to release all relevant medical 
information pertaining to the serious health 
condition at issue if requested by the health 
care provider designated to provide a third 
opinion in order to render a sufficient and 
complete third opinion. 

‘‘(d) Copies of opinions. The employing of-
fice is required to provide the employee with 
a copy of the second and third medical opin-
ions, where applicable, upon request by the 
employee. Requested copies are to be pro-
vided within five business days unless ex-
tenuating circumstances prevent such ac-
tion. 

‘‘(e) Travel expenses. If the employing office 
requires the employee to obtain either a sec-
ond or third opinion the employing office 
must reimburse an employee or family mem-
ber for any reasonable ‘out of pocket’ travel 
expenses incurred to obtain the second and 
third medical opinions. The employing office 
may not require the employee or family 
member to travel outside normal commuting 
distance for purposes of obtaining the second 
or third medical opinions except in very un-
usual circumstances. 

‘‘(f) Medical certification abroad. In cir-
cumstances in which the employee or a fam-
ily member is visiting in another country, or 
a family member resides in another country, 
and a serious health condition develops, the 
employing office shall accept a medical cer-
tification as well as second and third opin-
ions from a health care provider who prac-
tices in that country. Where a certification 
by a foreign health care provider is in a lan-
guage other than English, the employee 
must provide the employing office with a 
written translation of the certification upon 
request. 
‘‘§ 825.308 Recertifications for leave taken be-

cause of an employee’s own serious health 
condition or the serious health condition of 
a family member 
‘‘(a) 30-day rule. An employing office may 

request recertification no more often than 
every 30 days and only in connection with an 
absence by the employee, unless paragraphs 
(b) or (c) of this section apply. 

‘‘(b) More than 30 days. If the medical cer-
tification indicates that the minimum dura-
tion of the condition is more than 30 days, an 
employing office must wait until that min-
imum duration expires before requesting a 
recertification, unless paragraph (c) of this 
section applies. For example, if the medical 
certification states that an employee will be 
unable to work, whether continuously or on 
an intermittent basis, for 40 days, the em-
ploying office must wait 40 days before re-
questing a recertification. In all cases, an 
employing office may request a recertifi-
cation of a medical condition every six 
months in connection with an absence by the 
employee. Accordingly, even if the medical 
certification indicates that the employee 
will need intermittent or reduced schedule 
leave for a period in excess of six months 
(e.g., for a lifetime condition), the employing 
office would be permitted to request recer-
tification every six months in connection 
with an absence. 

‘‘(c) Less than 30 days. An employing office 
may request recertification in less than 30 
days if: 

‘‘(1) The employee requests an extension of 
leave; 

‘‘(2) Circumstances described by the pre-
vious certification have changed signifi-
cantly (e.g., the duration or frequency of the 
absence, the nature or severity of the illness, 
complications). For example, if a medical 

certification stated that an employee would 
need leave for one to two days when the em-
ployee suffered a migraine headache and the 
employee’s absences for his or her last two 
migraines lasted four days each, then the in-
creased duration of absence might constitute 
a significant change in circumstances allow-
ing the employing office to request a recer-
tification in less than 30 days. Likewise, if 
an employee had a pattern of using unsched-
uled FMLA leave for migraines in conjunc-
tion with his or her scheduled days off, then 
the timing of the absences also might con-
stitute a significant change in circumstances 
sufficient for an employing office to request 
a recertification more frequently than every 
30 days; or 

‘‘(3) The employing office receives informa-
tion that casts doubt upon the employee’s 
stated reason for the absence or the con-
tinuing validity of the certification. For ex-
ample, if an employee is on FMLA leave for 
four weeks due to the employee’s knee sur-
gery, including recuperation, and the em-
ployee plays in company softball league 
games during the employee’s third week of 
FMLA leave, such information might be suf-
ficient to cast doubt upon the continuing va-
lidity of the certification allowing the em-
ploying office to request a recertification in 
less than 30 days. 

‘‘(d) Timing. The employee must provide 
the requested recertification to the employ-
ing office within the time frame requested 
by the employing office (which must allow at 
least 15 calendar days after the employing 
office’s request), unless it is not practicable 
under the particular circumstances to do so 
despite the employee’s diligent, good faith 
efforts. 

‘‘(e) Content. The employing office may ask 
for the same information when obtaining re-
certification as that permitted for the origi-
nal certification as set forth in 825.306. The 
employee has the same obligations to par-
ticipate and cooperate (including providing a 
complete and sufficient certification or ade-
quate authorization to the health care pro-
vider) in the recertification process as in the 
initial certification process. See 825.305(d). 
As part of the information allowed to be ob-
tained on recertification for leave taken be-
cause of a serious health condition, the em-
ploying office may provide the health care 
provider with a record of the employee’s ab-
sence pattern and ask the health care pro-
vider if the serious health condition and need 
for leave is consistent with such a pattern. 

‘‘(f) Any recertification requested by the 
employing office shall be at the employee’s 
expense unless the employing office provides 
otherwise. No second or third opinion on re-
certification may be required. 
‘‘§ 825.309 Certification for leave taken be-

cause of a qualifying exigency 
‘‘(a) Active Duty Orders. The first time an 

employee requests leave because of a quali-
fying exigency arising out of the covered ac-
tive duty or call to covered active duty sta-
tus (or notification of an impending call or 
order to covered active duty) of a military 
member (See 825.126(a)), an employing office 
may require the employee to provide a copy 
of the military member’s active duty orders 
or other documentation issued by the mili-
tary which indicates that the military mem-
ber is on covered active duty or call to cov-
ered active duty status, and the dates of the 
military member’s covered active duty serv-
ice. This information need only be provided 
to the employing office once. A copy of new 
active duty orders or other documentation 
issued by the military may be required by 
the employing office if the need for leave be-
cause of a qualifying exigency arises out of a 
different covered active duty or call to cov-
ered active duty status (or notification of an 
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impending call or order to covered active 
duty) of the same or a different military 
member; 

‘‘(b) Required information. An employing of-
fice may require that leave for any quali-
fying exigency specified in 825.126 be sup-
ported by a certification from the employee 
that sets forth the following information: 

‘‘(1) A statement or description, signed by 
the employee, of appropriate facts regarding 
the qualifying exigency for which FMLA 
leave is requested. The facts must be suffi-
cient to support the need for leave. Such 
facts should include information on the type 
of qualifying exigency for which leave is re-
quested and any available written docu-
mentation which supports the request for 
leave; such documentation, for example, may 
include a copy of a meeting announcement 
for informational briefings sponsored by the 
military, a document confirming an appoint-
ment with a counselor or school official, or a 
copy of a bill for services for the handling of 
legal or financial affairs; 

‘‘(2) The approximate date on which the 
qualifying exigency commenced or will com-
mence; 

‘‘(3) If an employee requests leave because 
of a qualifying exigency for a single, contin-
uous period of time, the beginning and end 
dates for such absence; 

‘‘(4) If an employee requests leave because 
of a qualifying exigency on an intermittent 
or reduced schedule basis, an estimate of the 
frequency and duration of the qualifying exi-
gency; 

‘‘(5) If the qualifying exigency involves 
meeting with a third party, appropriate con-
tact information for the individual or entity 
with whom the employee is meeting (such as 
the name, title, organization, address, tele-
phone number, fax number, and email ad-
dress) and a brief description of the purpose 
of the meeting; and 

‘‘(6) If the qualifying exigency involves 
Rest and Recuperation leave, a copy of the 
military member’s Rest and Recuperation 
orders, or other documentation issued by the 
military which indicates that the military 
member has been granted Rest and Recuper-
ation leave, and the dates of the military 
member’s Rest and Recuperation leave. 

‘‘(c) The Office of Congressional Workplace 
Rights has developed an optional form (Form 
E) for employees’ use in obtaining a certifi-
cation that meets FMLA’s certification re-
quirements. This optional form reflects cer-
tification requirements so as to permit the 
employee to furnish appropriate information 
to support his or her request for leave be-
cause of a qualifying exigency. Form E, or 
Form WH–384 (developed by the Department 
of Labor), or another form containing the 
same basic information, may be used by the 
employing office; however, no information 
may be required beyond that specified in this 
section. 

‘‘(d) Verification. If an employee submits a 
complete and sufficient certification to sup-
port his or her request for leave because of a 
qualifying exigency, the employing office 
may not request additional information from 
the employee. However, if the qualifying exi-
gency involves meeting with a third party, 
the employing office may contact the indi-
vidual or entity with whom the employee is 
meeting for purposes of verifying a meeting 
or appointment schedule and the nature of 
the meeting between the employee and the 
specified individual or entity. The employ-
ee’s permission is not required in order to 
verify meetings or appointments with third 
parties, but no additional information may 
be requested by the employing office. An em-
ploying office also may contact an appro-
priate unit of the Department of Defense to 
request verification that a military member 
is on covered active duty or call to covered 

active duty status (or has been notified of an 
impending call or order to covered active 
duty); no additional information may be re-
quested and the employee’s permission is not 
required. 
‘‘§ 825.310 Certification for leave taken to 

care for a covered servicemember (military 
caregiver leave) 
‘‘(a) Required information from health care 

provider. When leave is taken to care for a 
covered servicemember with a serious injury 
or illness, an employing office may require 
an employee to obtain a certification com-
pleted by an authorized health care provider 
of the covered servicemember. For purposes 
of leave taken to care for a covered service-
member, any one of the following health care 
providers may complete such a certification: 

‘‘(1) A United States Department of De-
fense (‘DOD’) health care provider; 

‘‘(2) A United States Department of Vet-
erans Affairs (‘VA’) health care provider; 

‘‘(3) A DOD TRICARE network authorized 
private health care provider; 

‘‘(4) A DOD non-network TRICARE author-
ized private health care provider; or 

‘‘(5) Any health care provider as defined in 
825.125. 

‘‘(b) If the authorized health care provider 
is unable to make certain military-related 
determinations outlined below, the author-
ized health care provider may rely on deter-
minations from an authorized DOD rep-
resentative (such as a DOD recovery care co-
ordinator) or an authorized VA representa-
tive. An employing office may request that 
the health care provider provide the fol-
lowing information: 

‘‘(1) The name, address, and appropriate 
contact information (telephone number, fax 
number, and/or email address) of the health 
care provider, the type of medical practice, 
the medical specialty, and whether the 
health care provider is one of the following: 

‘‘(A) A DOD health care provider; 
‘‘(B) A VA health care provider; 
‘‘(C) A DOD TRICARE network authorized 

private health care provider; 
‘‘(D) A DOD non-network TRICARE au-

thorized private health care provider; or 
‘‘(E) A health care provider as defined in 

825.125. 
‘‘(2) Whether the covered servicemember’s 

injury or illness was incurred in the line of 
duty on active duty or, if not, whether the 
covered servicemember’s injury or illness ex-
isted before the beginning of the 
servicemember’s active duty and was aggra-
vated by service in the line of duty on active 
duty; 

‘‘(3) The approximate date on which the se-
rious injury or illness commenced, or was ag-
gravated, and its probable duration; 

‘‘(4) A statement or description of appro-
priate medical facts regarding the covered 
servicemember’s health condition for which 
FMLA leave is requested. The medical facts 
must be sufficient to support the need for 
leave. 

‘‘(A) In the case of a current member of the 
Armed Forces, such medical facts must in-
clude information on whether the injury or 
illness may render the covered servicemem-
ber medically unfit to perform the duties of 
the servicemember’s office, grade, rank, or 
rating and whether the member is receiving 
medical treatment, recuperation, or therapy; 

‘‘(B) In the case of a covered veteran, such 
medical facts must include: 

‘‘(i) Information on whether the veteran is 
receiving medical treatment, recuperation, 
or therapy for an injury or illness that is the 
continuation of an injury or illness that was 
incurred or aggravated when the covered vet-
eran was a member of the Armed Forces and 
rendered the servicemember medically unfit 
to perform the duties of the servicemember’s 
office, grade, rank, or rating; or 

‘‘(ii) Information on whether the veteran is 
receiving medical treatment, recuperation, 
or therapy for an injury or illness that is a 
physical or mental condition for which the 
covered veteran has received a U.S. Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs Service-Related 
Disability Rating (VASRD) of 50 percent or 
greater, and that such VASRD rating is 
based, in whole or in part, on the condition 
precipitating the need for military caregiver 
leave; or 

‘‘(iii) Information on whether the veteran 
is receiving medical treatment, recuper-
ation, or therapy for an injury or illness that 
is a physical or mental condition that sub-
stantially impairs the covered veteran’s abil-
ity to secure or follow a substantially gain-
ful occupation by reason of a disability or 
disabilities related to military service, or 
would do so absent treatment; or 

‘‘(iv) Documentation of enrollment in the 
Department of Veterans Affairs Program of 
Comprehensive Assistance for Family Care-
givers. 

‘‘(5) Information sufficient to establish 
that the covered servicemember is in need of 
care, as described in 825.124, and whether the 
covered servicemember will need care for a 
single continuous period of time, including 
any time for treatment and recovery, and an 
estimate as to the beginning and ending 
dates for this period of time; 

‘‘(6) If an employee requests leave on an 
intermittent or reduced schedule basis for 
planned medical treatment appointments for 
the covered servicemember, whether there is 
a medical necessity for the covered service-
member to have such periodic care and an es-
timate of the treatment schedule of such ap-
pointments; 

‘‘(7) If an employee requests leave on an 
intermittent or reduced schedule basis to 
care for a covered servicemember other than 
for planned medical treatment (e.g., episodic 
flare-ups of a medical condition), whether 
there is a medical necessity for the covered 
servicemember to have such periodic care, 
which can include assisting in the covered 
servicemember’s recovery, and an estimate 
of the frequency and duration of the periodic 
care. 

‘‘(c) Required information from employee 
and/ or covered servicemember. In addition 
to the information that may be requested 
under 825.310(b), an employing office may 
also request that such certification set forth 
the following information provided by an 
employee and/or covered servicemember: 

‘‘(1) The name and address of the employ-
ing office of the employee requesting leave 
to care for a covered servicemember, the 
name of the employee requesting such leave, 
and the name of the covered servicemember 
for whom the employee is requesting leave to 
care; 

‘‘(2) The relationship of the employee to 
the covered servicemember for whom the 
employee is requesting leave to care; 

‘‘(3) Whether the covered servicemember is 
a current member of the Armed Forces, the 
National Guard or Reserves, and the covered 
servicemember’s military branch, rank, and 
current unit assignment; 

‘‘(4) Whether the covered servicemember is 
assigned to a military medical facility as an 
outpatient or to a unit established for the 
purpose of providing command and control of 
members of the Armed Forces receiving med-
ical care as outpatients (such as a medical 
hold or warrior transition unit), and the 
name of the medical treatment facility or 
unit; 

‘‘(5) Whether the covered servicemember is 
on the temporary disability retired list; 

‘‘(6) Whether the covered servicemember is 
a veteran, the date of separation from mili-
tary service, and whether the separation was 
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other than dishonorable. The employing of-
fice may require the employee to provide 
documentation issued by the military which 
indicates that the covered servicemember is 
a veteran, the date of separation, and that 
the separation is other than dishonorable. 
Where an employing office requires such doc-
umentation, an employee may provide a 
copy of the veteran’s Certificate of Release 
or Discharge from Active Duty issued by the 
U.S. Department of Defense (DD Form 214) or 
other proof of veteran status. See 
825.127(c)(2). 

‘‘(7) A description of the care to be pro-
vided to the covered servicemember and an 
estimate of the leave needed to provide the 
care. 

‘‘(d) The Office of Congressional Workplace 
Rights has developed an optional form (Form 
F) for employees’ use in obtaining certifi-
cation that meets FMLA’s certification re-
quirements. This optional form reflects cer-
tification requirements so as to permit the 
employee to furnish appropriate information 
to support his or her request for leave to 
care for a covered servicemember with a se-
rious injury or illness. Form F, or Form WH– 
385 (developed by the Department of Labor), 
or another form containing the same basic 
information, may be used by the employing 
office; however, no information may be re-
quired beyond that specified in this section. 
In all instances the information on the cer-
tification must relate only to the serious in-
jury or illness for which the current need for 
leave exists. An employing office may seek 
authentication and/or clarification of the 
certification under 825.307. Second and third 
opinions under 825.307 are not permitted for 
leave to care for a covered servicemember 
when the certification has been completed 
by one of the types of healthcare providers 
identified in section 825.310(a)(1–4). However, 
second and third opinions under 825.307 are 
permitted when the certification has been 
completed by a health care provider as de-
fined in 825.125 that is not one of the types 
identified in 825.310(a)(1)–(4). Additionally, 
recertifications under 825.308 are not per-
mitted for leave to care for a covered serv-
icemember. An employing office may require 
an employee to provide confirmation of cov-
ered family relationship to the seriously in-
jured or ill servicemember pursuant to 
825.122(k) of the FMLA. 

‘‘(e) An employing office requiring an em-
ployee to submit a certification for leave to 
care for a covered servicemember must ac-
cept as sufficient certification, in lieu of the 
Office of Congressional Workplace Rights’s 
optional certification form (Form F) or an 
employing office’s own certification form, 
invitational travel orders (ITOs) or invita-
tional travel authorizations (ITAs) issued to 
any family member to join an injured or ill 
servicemember at his or her bedside. An ITO 
or ITA is sufficient certification for the du-
ration of time specified in the ITO or ITA. 
During that time period, an eligible em-
ployee may take leave to care for the cov-
ered servicemember in a continuous block of 
time or on an intermittent basis. An eligible 
employee who provides an ITO or ITA to sup-
port his or her request for leave may not be 
required to provide any additional or sepa-
rate certification that leave taken on an 
intermittent basis during the period of time 
specified in the ITO or ITA is medically nec-
essary. An ITO or ITA is sufficient certifi-
cation for an employee entitled to take 
FMLA leave to care for a covered service-
member regardless of whether the employee 
is named in the order or authorization. 

‘‘(1) If an employee will need leave to care 
for a covered servicemember beyond the ex-
piration date specified in an ITO or ITA, an 
employing office may request that the em-
ployee have one of the authorized health 

care providers listed under 825.310(a) com-
plete the Office of Congressional Workplace 
Rights optional certification form (Form F) 
or an employing office’s own form, as req-
uisite certification for the remainder of the 
employee’s necessary leave period. 

‘‘(2) An employing office may seek authen-
tication and clarification of the ITO or ITA 
under 825.307. An employing office may not 
utilize the second or third opinion process 
outlined in 825.307 or the recertification 
process under 825.308 during the period of 
time in which leave is supported by an ITO 
or ITA. 

‘‘(3) An employing office may require an 
employee to provide confirmation of covered 
family relationship to the seriously injured 
or ill servicemember pursuant to 825.122(k) 
when an employee supports his or her re-
quest for FMLA leave with a copy of an ITO 
or ITA. 

‘‘(f) An employing office requiring an em-
ployee to submit a certification for leave to 
care for a covered servicemember must ac-
cept as sufficient certification of the 
servicemember’s serious injury or illness 
documentation indicating the 
servicemember’s enrollment in the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs Program of Com-
prehensive Assistance for Family Caregivers. 
Such documentation is sufficient certifi-
cation of the servicemember’s serious injury 
or illness to support the employee’s request 
for military caregiver leave regardless of 
whether the employee is the named care-
giver in the enrollment documentation. 

‘‘(1) An employing office may seek authen-
tication and clarification of the documenta-
tion indicating the servicemember’s enroll-
ment in the Department of Veterans Affairs 
Program of Comprehensive Assistance for 
Family Caregivers under 825.307. An employ-
ing office may not utilize the second or third 
opinion process outlined in 825.307 or the re-
certification process under 825.308 when the 
servicemember’s serious injury or illness is 
shown by documentation of enrollment in 
this program. 

‘‘(2) An employing office may require an 
employee to provide confirmation of covered 
family relationship to the seriously injured 
or ill servicemember pursuant to 825.122(k) 
when an employee supports his or her re-
quest for FMLA leave with a copy of such en-
rollment documentation. An employing of-
fice may also require an employee to provide 
documentation, such as a veteran’s Form 
DD–214, showing that the discharge was 
other than dishonorable and the date of the 
veteran’s discharge. 

‘‘(g) Where medical certification is re-
quested by an employing office, an employee 
may not be held liable for administrative 
delays in the issuance of military docu-
ments, despite the employee’s diligent, good- 
faith efforts to obtain such documents. See 
825.305(b). In all instances in which certifi-
cation is requested, it is the employee’s re-
sponsibility to provide the employing office 
with complete and sufficient certification 
and failure to do so may result in the denial 
of FMLA leave. See 825.305(d). 
‘‘§ 825.311 Intent to return to work 

‘‘(a) An employing office may require an 
employee on FMLA leave to report periodi-
cally on the employee’s status and intent to 
return to work. The employing office’s pol-
icy regarding such reports may not be dis-
criminatory and must take into account all 
of the relevant facts and circumstances re-
lated to the individual employee’s leave situ-
ation. 

‘‘(b) If an employee gives unequivocal no-
tice of intent not to return to work, the em-
ploying office’s obligations under FMLA, as 
made applicable by the CAA, to maintain 
health benefits (subject to COBRA require-

ments) and to restore the employee cease. 
However, these obligations continue if an 
employee indicates he or she may be unable 
to return to work but expresses a continuing 
desire to do so. 

‘‘(c) It may be necessary for an employee 
to take more leave than originally antici-
pated. Conversely, an employee may discover 
after beginning leave that the circumstances 
have changed and the amount of leave origi-
nally anticipated is no longer necessary. An 
employee may not be required to take more 
FMLA leave than necessary to resolve the 
circumstance that precipitated the need for 
leave. In both of these situations, the em-
ploying office may require that the employee 
provide the employing office reasonable no-
tice (i.e., within two business days) of the 
changed circumstances where foreseeable. 
The employing office may also obtain infor-
mation on such changed circumstances 
through requested status reports. 
‘‘§ 825.312 Fitness-for-duty certification 

‘‘(a) As a condition of restoring an em-
ployee whose FMLA leave was occasioned by 
the employee’s own serious health condition 
that made the employee unable to perform 
the employee’s job, an employing office may 
have a uniformly-applied policy or practice 
that requires all similarly-situated employ-
ees (i.e., same occupation, same serious 
health condition) who take leave for such 
conditions to obtain and present certifi-
cation from the employee’s health care pro-
vider that the employee is able to resume 
work. The employee has the same obliga-
tions to participate and cooperate (including 
providing a complete and sufficient certifi-
cation or providing sufficient authorization 
to the health care provider to provide the in-
formation directly to the employing office) 
in the fitness-for-duty certification process 
as in the initial certification process. See 
825.305(d). 

‘‘(b) An employing office may seek a fit-
ness-for-duty certification only with regard 
to the particular health condition that 
caused the employee’s need for FMLA leave. 
The certification from the employee’s health 
care provider must certify that the employee 
is able to resume work. Additionally, an em-
ploying office may require that the certifi-
cation specifically address the employee’s 
ability to perform the essential functions of 
the employee’s job. In order to require such 
a certification, an employing office must 
provide an employee with a list of the essen-
tial functions of the employee’s job no later 
than with the designation notice required by 
825.300(d), and must indicate in the designa-
tion notice that the certification must ad-
dress the employee’s ability to perform those 
essential functions. If the employing office 
satisfies these requirements, the employee’s 
health care provider must certify that the 
employee can perform the identified essen-
tial functions of his or her job. Following the 
procedures set forth in 825.307(a), the em-
ploying office may contact the employee’s 
health care provider for purposes of clari-
fying and authenticating the fitness-for-duty 
certification. Clarification may be requested 
only for the serious health condition for 
which FMLA leave was taken. The employ-
ing office may not delay the employee’s re-
turn to work while contact with the health 
care provider is being made. No second or 
third opinions on a fitness-for-duty certifi-
cation may be required. 

‘‘(c) The cost of the certification shall be 
borne by the employee, and the employee is 
not entitled to be paid for the time or travel 
costs spent in acquiring the certification. 

‘‘(d) The designation notice required in 
825.300(d) shall advise the employee if the 
employing office will require a fitness-for- 
duty certification to return to work and 
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whether that fitness-for-duty certification 
must address the employee’s ability to per-
form the essential functions of the employ-
ee’s job. 

‘‘(e) An employing office may delay res-
toration to employment until an employee 
submits a required fitness-for-duty certifi-
cation unless the employing office has failed 
to provide the notice required in paragraph 
(d) of this section. If an employing office pro-
vides the notice required, an employee who 
does not provide a fitness-for-duty certifi-
cation or request additional FMLA leave is 
no longer entitled to reinstatement under 
the FMLA. See 825.313(d). 

‘‘(f) An employing office is not entitled to 
a certification of fitness to return to duty 
for each absence taken on an intermittent or 
reduced leave schedule. However, an employ-
ing office is entitled to a certification of fit-
ness to return to duty for such absences up 
to once every 30 days if reasonable safety 
concerns exist regarding the employee’s abil-
ity to perform his or her duties, based on the 
serious health condition for which the em-
ployee took such leave. If an employing of-
fice chooses to require a fitness-for-duty cer-
tification under such circumstances, the em-
ploying office shall inform the employee at 
the same time it issues the designation no-
tice that for each subsequent instance of 
intermittent or reduced schedule leave, the 
employee will be required to submit a fit-
ness-for-duty certification unless one has al-
ready been submitted within the past 30 
days. Alternatively, an employing office can 
set a different interval for requiring a fit-
ness-for-duty certification as long as it does 
not exceed once every 30 days and as long as 
the employing office advises the employee of 
the requirement in advance of the employee 
taking the intermittent or reduced schedule 
leave. The employing office may not termi-
nate the employment of the employee while 
awaiting such a certification of fitness to re-
turn to duty for an intermittent or reduced 
schedule leave absence. Reasonable safety 
concerns means a reasonable belief of signifi-
cant risk of harm to the individual employee 
or others. In determining whether reasonable 
safety concerns exist, an employing office 
should consider the nature and severity of 
the potential harm and the likelihood that 
potential harm will occur. 

‘‘(g) If the terms of a collective bargaining 
agreement govern an employee’s return to 
work, those provisions shall be applied. 

‘‘(h) Requirements under the Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA), as amended and 
as made applicable by the CAA, apply. After 
an employee returns from FMLA leave, the 
ADA requires any medical examination at an 
employing office’s expense by the employing 
office’s health care provider be job-related 
and consistent with business necessity. For 
example, an attorney could not be required 
to submit to a medical examination or in-
quiry just because her leg had been ampu-
tated. The essential functions of an attor-
ney’s job do not require use of both legs; 
therefore such an inquiry would not be job 
related. An employing office may require a 
warehouse laborer, whose back impairment 
affects the ability to lift, to be examined by 
an orthopedist, but may not require this em-
ployee to submit to an HIV test where the 
test is not related to either the essential 
functions of his or her job or to his/her im-
pairment. If an employee’s serious health 
condition may also be a disability within the 
meaning of the ADA, as made applicable by 
the CAA, the FMLA does not prevent the 
employing office from following the proce-
dures for requesting medical information 
under the ADA. 
‘‘§ 825.313 Failure to provide certification 

‘‘(a) Foreseeable leave. In the case of fore-
seeable leave, if an employee fails to provide 

certification in a timely manner as required 
by 825.305, then an employing office may 
deny FMLA coverage until the required cer-
tification is provided. For example, if an em-
ployee has 15 days to provide a certification 
and does not provide the certification for 45 
days without sufficient reason for the delay, 
the employing office can deny FMLA protec-
tions for the 30-day period following the ex-
piration of the 15-day time period, if the em-
ployee takes leave during such period. 

‘‘(b) Unforeseeable leave. In the case of un-
foreseeable leave, an employing office may 
deny FMLA coverage for the requested leave 
if the employee fails to provide a certifi-
cation within 15 calendar days from receipt 
of the request for certification unless not 
practicable due to extenuating cir-
cumstances. For example, in the case of a 
medical emergency, it may not be prac-
ticable for an employee to provide the re-
quired certification within 15 calendar days. 
Absent such extenuating circumstances, if 
the employee fails to timely return the cer-
tification, the employing office can deny 
FMLA protections for the leave following 
the expiration of the 15-day time period until 
a sufficient certification is provided. If the 
employee never produces the certification, 
the leave is not FMLA leave. 

‘‘(c) Recertification. An employee must pro-
vide recertification within the time re-
quested by the employing office (which must 
allow at least 15 calendar days after the re-
quest) or as soon as practicable under the 
particular facts and circumstances. If an em-
ployee fails to provide a recertification with-
in a reasonable time under the particular 
facts and circumstances, then the employing 
office may deny continuation of the FMLA 
leave protections until the employee pro-
duces a sufficient recertification. If the em-
ployee never produces the recertification, 
the leave is not FMLA leave. Recertification 
does not apply to leave taken for a quali-
fying exigency or to care for a covered serv-
icemember. 

‘‘(d) Fitness-for-duty certification. When re-
quested by the employing office pursuant to 
a uniformly applied policy for similarly-situ-
ated employees, the employee must provide 
medical certification, at the time the em-
ployee seeks reinstatement at the end of 
FMLA leave taken for the employee’s serious 
health condition, that the employee is fit for 
duty and able to return to work (see 
825.312(a)) if the employing office has pro-
vided the required notice (see 825.300(e)); the 
employing office may delay restoration until 
the certification is provided. Unless the em-
ployee provides either a fitness-for-duty cer-
tification or a new medical certification for 
a serious health condition at the time FMLA 
leave is concluded, the employee may be ter-
minated. See also 825.213(a)(3). 

‘‘Subpart D—Administrative Process 
‘‘§ 825.400 Administrative process, general 

rules 
‘‘(a) The Procedural Rules of the Office of 

Congressional Workplace Rights set forth 
the procedures that apply to the administra-
tive process for considering and resolving al-
leged violations of the laws made applicable 
by the CAA, including the FMLA. The Rules 
include procedures for filing claims and par-
ticipating in administrative dispute resolu-
tion proceedings at the Office of Congres-
sional Workplace Rights, including proce-
dures for the conduct of hearings and for ap-
peals to the Board of Directors. The Proce-
dural Rules also address other matters of 
general applicability to the dispute resolu-
tion process and to the operations of the Of-
fice. 

‘‘(b) If an employing office has violated one 
or more provisions of FMLA, as incorporated 
by the CAA, and if justified by the facts of a 

particular case, an employee may receive 
one or more of the following: wages, employ-
ment benefits, or other compensation denied 
or lost to such employee by reason of the 
violation; or, where no such tangible loss has 
occurred, such as when FMLA leave was un-
lawfully denied, any actual monetary loss 
sustained by the employee as a direct result 
of the violation, such as the cost of providing 
care, up to a sum equal to 26 weeks of wages 
for the employee in a case involving leave to 
care for a covered servicemember or 12 weeks 
of wages for the employee in a case involving 
leave for any other FMLA qualifying reason. 
In addition, the employee may be entitled to 
interest on such sum, calculated at the pre-
vailing rate. An amount equaling the pre-
ceding sums may also be awarded as liq-
uidated damages unless such amount is re-
duced by the hearing officer or the Board be-
cause the violation was in good faith and the 
employing office had reasonable grounds for 
believing the employer had not violated the 
CAA. When appropriate, the employee may 
also obtain appropriate equitable relief, such 
as employment, reinstatement and pro-
motion. When the employing office is found 
in violation, the employee may recover a 
reasonable attorney’s fee, reasonable expert 
witness fees, and other costs as would be ap-
propriate if awarded under section 2000e–5(k) 
of title 42. 

‘‘(c) The Procedural Rules of the Office of 
Congressional Workplace Rights are found at 
165 Cong. Rec. H4896 (daily ed. June 19, 2019) 
and 165 Cong. Rec. S4105 (daily ed. June 19, 
2019), and may also be found on the Office’s 
website at www.ocwr.gov. 
‘‘§ 825.401 øReserved¿ 
‘‘§ 825.402 øReserved¿ 
‘‘§ 825.403 øReserved¿ 
‘‘§ 825.404 øReserved¿ 

‘‘Subpart E—øReserved¿ 

‘‘Subpart F—Special Rules Applicable to 
Employees of Schools 

‘‘§ 825.600 Special rules for school employees, 
definitions 
‘‘(a) Certain special rules apply to employ-

ees of local educational agencies, including 
public school boards and elementary schools 
under their jurisdiction, and private elemen-
tary and secondary schools. The special rules 
do not apply to other kinds of educational 
institutions, such as colleges and univer-
sities, trade schools, and preschools. 

‘‘(b) Educational institutions are covered 
by FMLA, as made applicable by the CAA 
(and these special rules). The usual require-
ments for employees to be eligible do apply. 

‘‘(c) The special rules affect the taking of 
intermittent leave or leave on a reduced 
leave schedule, or leave near the end of an 
academic term (semester), by instructional 
employees. Instructional employees are 
those whose principal function is to teach 
and instruct students in a class, a small 
group, or an individual setting. This term in-
cludes not only teachers, but also athletic 
coaches, driving instructors, and special edu-
cation assistants such as signers for the 
hearing impaired. It does not include, and 
the special rules do not apply to, teacher as-
sistants or aides who do not have as their 
principal job actual teaching or instructing, 
nor does it include auxiliary personnel such 
as counselors, psychologists, or curriculum 
specialists. It also does not include cafeteria 
workers, maintenance workers, or bus driv-
ers. 

‘‘(d) Special rules which apply to restora-
tion to an equivalent position apply to all 
employees of local educational agencies. 
‘‘§ 825.601 Special rules for school employees, 

limitations on intermittent leave 
‘‘(a) Leave taken for a period that ends 

with the school year and begins the next se-
mester is leave taken consecutively rather 
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than intermittently. The period during the 
summer vacation when the employee would 
not have been required to report for duty is 
not counted against the employee’s FMLA 
leave entitlement. An instructional em-
ployee who is on FMLA leave at the end of 
the school year must be provided with any 
benefits over the summer vacation that em-
ployees would normally receive if they had 
been working at the end of the school year. 

‘‘(1) If an eligible instructional employee 
needs intermittent leave or leave on a re-
duced leave schedule to care for a family 
member with a serious health condition, to 
care for a covered servicemember, or for the 
employee’s own serious health condition, 
which is foreseeable based on planned med-
ical treatment, and the employee would be 
on leave for more than 20 percent of the total 
number of working days over the period the 
leave would extend, the employing office 
may require the employee to choose either 
to: 

‘‘(A) Take leave for a period or periods of 
a particular duration, not greater than the 
duration of the planned treatment; or 

‘‘(B) Transfer temporarily to an available 
alternative position for which the employee 
is qualified, which has equivalent pay and 
benefits and which better accommodates re-
curring periods of leave than does the em-
ployee’s regular position. 

‘‘(2) These rules apply only to a leave in-
volving more than 20 percent of the working 
days during the period over which the leave 
extends. For example, if an instructional em-
ployee who normally works five days each 
week needs to take two days of FMLA leave 
per week over a period of several weeks, the 
special rules would apply. Employees taking 
leave which constitutes 20 percent or less of 
the working days during the leave period 
would not be subject to transfer to an alter-
native position. Periods of a particular dura-
tion means a block, or blocks, of time begin-
ning no earlier than the first day for which 
leave is needed and ending no later than the 
last day on which leave is needed, and may 
include one uninterrupted period of leave. 

‘‘(b) If an instructional employee does not 
give required notice of foreseeable FMLA 
leave (See 825.302) to be taken intermittently 
or on a reduced leave schedule, the employ-
ing office may require the employee to take 
leave of a particular duration, or to transfer 
temporarily to an alternative position. Al-
ternatively, the employing office may re-
quire the employee to delay the taking of 
leave until the notice provision is met. 
‘‘§ 825.602 Special rules for school employees, 

limitations on leave near the end of an aca-
demic term 
‘‘(a) There are also different rules for in-

structional employees who begin leave more 
than five weeks before the end of a term, less 
than five weeks before the end of a term, and 
less than three weeks before the end of a 
term. Regular rules apply except in cir-
cumstances when: 

‘‘(1) An instructional employee begins 
leave more than five weeks before the end of 
a term. The employing office may require 
the employee to continue taking leave until 
the end of the term if— 

‘‘(A) The leave will last at least three 
weeks, and 

‘‘(B) The employee would return to work 
during the three-week period before the end 
of the term. 

‘‘(2) The employee begins leave during the 
five-week period before the end of a term be-
cause of the birth of a son or daughter; the 
placement of a son or daughter for adoption 
or foster care; to care for a spouse, son, 
daughter, or parent with a serious health 
condition; or to care for a covered service-
member. The employing office may require 

the employee to continue taking leave until 
the end of the term if— 

‘‘(A) The leave will last more than two 
weeks, and 

‘‘(B) The employee would return to work 
during the two-week period before the end of 
the term. 

‘‘(3) The employee begins leave during the 
three-week period before the end of a term 
because of the birth of a son or daughter; the 
placement of a son or daughter for adoption 
or foster care; to care for a spouse, son, 
daughter, or parent with a serious health 
condition; or to care for a covered service-
member. The employing office may require 
the employee to continue taking leave until 
the end of the term if the leave will last 
more than five working days. 

‘‘(b) For purposes of these provisions, aca-
demic term means the school semester, 
which typically ends near the end of the cal-
endar year and the end of spring each school 
year. In no case may a school have more 
than two academic terms or semesters each 
year for purposes of FMLA, as made applica-
ble by the CAA. An example of leave falling 
within these provisions would be where an 
employee plans two weeks of leave to care 
for a family member which will begin three 
weeks before the end of the term. In that sit-
uation, the employing office could require 
the employee to stay out on leave until the 
end of the term. 

‘‘§ 825.603 Special rules for school employees, 
duration of FMLA leave 

‘‘(a) If an employee chooses to take leave 
for periods of a particular duration in the 
case of intermittent or reduced schedule 
leave, the entire period of leave taken will 
count as FMLA leave. 

‘‘(b) In the case of an employee who is re-
quired to take leave until the end of an aca-
demic term, only the period of leave until 
the employee is ready and able to return to 
work shall be charged against the employee’s 
FMLA leave entitlement. The employing of-
fice has the option not to require the em-
ployee to stay on leave until the end of the 
school term. Therefore, any additional leave 
required by the employing office to the end 
of the school term is not counted as FMLA 
leave; however, the employing office shall be 
required to maintain the employee’s group 
health insurance and restore the employee to 
the same or equivalent job including other 
benefits at the conclusion of the leave. 

‘‘§ 825.604 Special rules for school employees, 
restoration to an equivalent position 

‘‘ The determination of how an employee is 
to be restored to an equivalent position upon 
return from FMLA leave will be made on the 
basis of ‘established school board policies 
and practices, private school policies and 
practices, and collective bargaining agree-
ments.’ The ‘established policies’ and collec-
tive bargaining agreements used as a basis 
for restoration must be in writing, must be 
made known to the employee prior to the 
taking of FMLA leave, and must clearly ex-
plain the employee’s restoration rights upon 
return from leave. Any established policy 
which is used as the basis for restoration of 
an employee to an equivalent position must 
provide substantially the same protections 
as provided in the FMLA, as made applicable 
by the CAA, for reinstated employees. See 
825.215. In other words, the policy or collec-
tive bargaining agreement must provide for 
restoration to an equivalent position with 
equivalent employment benefits, pay, and 
other terms and conditions of employment. 
For example, an employee may not be re-
stored to a position requiring additional li-
censure or certification. 

‘‘Subpart G—Effect of Other Laws, Employing 
Office Practices, and Collective Bargaining 
Agreements on Employee Rights Under the 
FMLA, As Made Applicable By the CAA 

‘‘§ 825.700 Interaction with employing office’s 
policies 
‘‘(a) An employing office must observe any 

employment benefit program or plan that 
provides greater family or medical leave 
rights to employees than the rights estab-
lished by the FMLA. Conversely, the rights 
established by the FMLA, as made applicable 
by the CAA, may not be diminished by any 
employment benefit program or plan. For ex-
ample, a provision of a collective bargaining 
agreement (CBA) which provides for rein-
statement to a position that is not equiva-
lent because of seniority (e.g., provides less-
er pay) is superseded by FMLA. If an employ-
ing office provides greater unpaid family 
leave rights than are afforded by FMLA, the 
employing office is not required to extend 
additional rights afforded by FMLA, such as 
maintenance of health benefits (other than 
through COBRA or 5 U.S.C. 8905a, whichever 
is applicable), to the additional leave period 
not covered by FMLA. 

‘‘(b) Nothing in the FMLA, as made appli-
cable by the CAA, prevents an employing of-
fice from amending existing leave and em-
ployee benefit programs, provided they com-
ply with FMLA, as made applicable by the 
CAA. However, nothing in the FMLA, as 
made applicable by the CAA, is intended to 
discourage employing offices from adopting 
or retaining more generous leave policies. 
‘‘§ 825.701 øReserved¿ 
‘‘§ 825.702 Interaction with anti-discrimina-

tion laws, as applied by section 201 of the 
CAA 
‘‘(a) Nothing in the FMLA modifies or af-

fects any applicable law prohibiting dis-
crimination on the basis of race, religion, 
color, national origin, sex, age, or disability 
(e.g., title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 
as amended by the Pregnancy Discrimina-
tion Act and as made applicable by the 
CAA). FMLA’s legislative history explains 
that FMLA is ‘not intended to modify or af-
fect the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as 
amended, the regulations concerning em-
ployment which have been promulgated pur-
suant to that statute, or the Americans with 
Disabilities Act of 1990 [as amended] or the 
regulations issued under that act. Thus, the 
leave provisions of the [FMLA] are wholly 
distinct from the reasonable accommodation 
obligations of employers covered under the 
[ADA] . . . or the Federal government itself. 
The purpose of the FMLA, as applied by the 
CAA, is to make leave available to eligible 
employees and [employing offices] within its 
coverage, and not to limit already existing 
rights and protection.’ S. Rep. No. 3, 103d 
Cong., 1st Sess. 38 (1993). An employing office 
must therefore provide leave under which-
ever statutory provision provides the greater 
rights to employees. When an employer vio-
lates both FMLA and a discrimination law, 
an employee may be able to recover under ei-
ther or both statutes (double relief may not 
be awarded for the same loss; when remedies 
coincide a claimant may be allowed to uti-
lize whichever avenue of relief is desired. 
Laffey v. Northwest Airlines, Inc., 567 F.2d 429, 
445 (D.C. Cir. 1976), cert. denied, 434 U.S. 1086 
(1978). 

‘‘(b) If an employee is a qualified indi-
vidual with a disability within the meaning 
of the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA), as made applicable by the CAA, the 
employing office must make reasonable ac-
commodations, etc., barring undue hardship, 
in accordance with the ADA. At the same 
time, the employing office must afford an 
employee his or her FMLA rights, as made 
applicable by the CAA. ADA’s ‘disability’ 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 08:45 Dec 15, 2022 Jkt 039060 PO 00000 Frm 00049 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A14DE7.006 H14DEPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

12
6Q

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH9780 December 14, 2022 
and FMLA’s ‘serious health condition’ are 
different concepts, and must be analyzed sep-
arately. FMLA entitles eligible employees to 
12 weeks of leave in any 12-month period due 
to their own serious health condition, where-
as the ADA allows an indeterminate amount 
of leave, barring undue hardship, as a reason-
able accommodation. FMLA requires em-
ploying offices to maintain employees’ group 
health plan coverage during FMLA leave on 
the same conditions as coverage would have 
been provided if the employee had been con-
tinuously employed during the leave period, 
whereas ADA does not require maintenance 
of health insurance unless other employees 
receive health insurance during leave under 
the same circumstances. 

‘‘(c)(1) A reasonable accommodation under 
the ADA might be accomplished by providing 
an individual with a disability with a part- 
time job with no health benefits, assuming 
the employing office did not ordinarily pro-
vide health insurance for part-time employ-
ees. However, FMLA would permit an em-
ployee to work a reduced leave schedule 
until the equivalent of 12 workweeks of leave 
were used, with group health benefits main-
tained during this period. FMLA permits an 
employing office to temporarily transfer an 
employee who is taking leave intermittently 
or on a reduced leave schedule to an alter-
native position, whereas the ADA allows an 
accommodation of reassignment to an equiv-
alent, vacant position only if the employee 
cannot perform the essential functions of the 
employee’s present position and an accom-
modation is not possible in the employee’s 
present position, or an accommodation in 
the employee’s present position would cause 
an undue hardship. The examples in the fol-
lowing paragraphs of this section dem-
onstrate how the two laws would interact 
with respect to a qualified individual with a 
disability. 

‘‘(2) A qualified individual with a disability 
who is also an eligible employee entitled to 
FMLA leave requests 10 weeks of medical 
leave as a reasonable accommodation, which 
the employing office grants because it is not 
an undue hardship. The employing office ad-
vises the employee that the 10 weeks of leave 
is also being designated as FMLA leave and 
will count towards the employee’s FMLA 
leave entitlement. This designation does not 
prevent the parties from also treating the 
leave as a reasonable accommodation and re-
instating the employee into the same job, as 
required by the ADA, rather than an equiva-
lent position under FMLA, if that is the 
greater right available to the employee. At 
the same time, the employee would be enti-
tled under FMLA to have the employing of-
fice maintain group health plan coverage 
during the leave, as that requirement pro-
vides the greater right to the employee. 

‘‘(3) If the same employee needed to work 
part-time (a reduced leave schedule) after re-
turning to his or her same job, the employee 
would still be entitled under FMLA to have 
group health plan coverage maintained for 
the remainder of the two-week equivalent of 
FMLA leave entitlement, notwithstanding 
an employing office policy that part-time 
employees do not receive health insurance. 
This employee would be entitled under the 
ADA to reasonable accommodations to en-
able the employee to perform the essential 
functions of the part-time position. In addi-
tion, because the employee is working a 
part-time schedule as a reasonable accom-
modation, the FMLA’s provision for tem-
porary assignment to a different alternative 
position would not apply. Once the employee 
has exhausted his or her remaining FMLA 
leave entitlement while working the reduced 
(part-time) schedule, if the employee is a 
qualified individual with a disability, and if 
the employee is unable to return to the same 

full-time position at that time, the employee 
might continue to work part-time as a rea-
sonable accommodation, barring undue hard-
ship; the employee would then be entitled to 
only those employment benefits ordinarily 
provided by the employing office to part- 
time employees. 

‘‘(4) At the end of the FMLA leave entitle-
ment, an employing office is required under 
FMLA to reinstate the employee in the same 
or an equivalent position, with equivalent 
pay and benefits, to that which the employee 
held when leave commenced. The employing 
office’s FMLA obligations would be satisfied 
if the employing office offered the employee 
an equivalent full-time position. If the em-
ployee were unable to perform the essential 
functions of that equivalent position even 
with reasonable accommodation, because of 
a disability, the ADA may require the em-
ploying office to make a reasonable accom-
modation at that time by allowing the em-
ployee to work part-time or by reassigning 
the employee to a vacant position, barring 
undue hardship. 

‘‘(d)(1) If FMLA entitles an employee to 
leave, an employing office may not, in lieu of 
FMLA leave entitlement, require an em-
ployee to take a job with a reasonable ac-
commodation. However, ADA may require 
that an employing office offer an employee 
the opportunity to take such a position. An 
employing office may not change the essen-
tial functions of the job in order to deny 
FMLA leave. See 825.220(b). 

‘‘(2) An employee may be on a workers’ 
compensation absence due to an on-the-job 
injury or illness which also qualifies as a se-
rious health condition under FMLA. The 
workers’ compensation absence and FMLA 
leave may run concurrently (subject to prop-
er notice and designation by the employing 
office). At some point the health care pro-
vider providing medical care pursuant to the 
workers’ compensation injury may certify 
the employee is able to return to work in a 
light duty position. If the employing office 
offers such a position, the employee is per-
mitted but not required to accept the posi-
tion. See 825.220(d). As a result, the employee 
may no longer qualify for payments from the 
workers’ compensation benefit plan, but the 
employee is entitled to continue on unpaid 
FMLA leave either until the employee is 
able to return to the same or equivalent job 
the employee left or until the 12-week FMLA 
leave entitlement is exhausted. See 
825.207(e). If the employee returning from the 
workers’ compensation injury is a qualified 
individual with a disability, he or she will 
have rights under the ADA, as made applica-
ble by the CAA. 

‘‘(e) If an employing office requires certifi-
cations of an employee’s fitness for duty to 
return to work, as permitted by FMLA under 
a uniform policy, it must comply with the 
ADA requirement that a fitness for duty 
physical be job-related and consistent with 
business necessity. 

‘‘(f) Under Title VII of the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964, as amended by the Pregnancy Dis-
crimination Act, and as made applicable by 
the CAA, an employing office should provide 
the same benefits for women who are preg-
nant as the employing office provides to 
other employees with short-term disabil-
ities. Because Title VII does not require em-
ployees to be employed for a certain period 
of time to be protected, an employee em-
ployed for less than 12 months by the em-
ploying office may not be denied maternity 
leave if the employing office normally pro-
vides short-term disability benefits to em-
ployees with the same tenure who are experi-
encing other short-term disabilities. 

‘‘(g) Under the Uniformed Services Em-
ployment and Reemployment Rights Act of 
1994 (USERRA), 38 U.S.C. 4301, et seq., vet-

erans are entitled to receive all rights and 
benefits of employment that they would 
have obtained if they had been continuously 
employed. Therefore, under USERRA, a re-
turning servicemember would be eligible for 
FMLA leave if the months and hours that he 
or she would have worked for the civilian 
employing office during the period of ab-
sence due to or necessitated by USERRA- 
covered service, combined with the months 
employed and the hours actually worked, 
meet the FMLA eligibility threshold of 12 
months of employment and the hours of 
service requirement. See 825.110(b)(2)(i) and 
(c)(2) and 825.802(c). 

‘‘(h) For further information on Federal 
antidiscrimination laws applied by section 
201 of the CAA (2 U.S.C. 1311), including Title 
VII, the Rehabilitation Act, and the ADA, in-
dividuals are encouraged to contact the Of-
fice of Congressional Workplace Rights. 

‘‘Subpart H—øReserved¿’’. 
SEC. 2. APPROVAL OF REGULATIONS RELATING 

TO FAIR LABOR STANDARDS ACT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The regulations described 
in subsection (b) are hereby approved, inso-
far as such regulations apply to covered em-
ployees of the House of Representatives 
under the Congressional Accountability Act 
of 1995 and to the extent such regulations are 
consistent with the provisions of such Act. 

(b) REGULATIONS APPROVED.—The regula-
tions described in this subsection are the 
regulations issued by the Office of Congres-
sional Workplace Rights on September 28, 
2022, under section 203(c)(2) of the Congres-
sional Accountability Act of 1995 to imple-
ment section 203 of such Act (relating to the 
application of overtime requirements under 
the Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938), as 
published in the Congressional Record on 
September 28, 2022 (Volume 168, daily edi-
tion) on pages H8203 through H8217, and stat-
ed as follows: 

‘‘PART 541—DEFINING AND DELIMITING 
THE EXEMPTIONS FOR EXECUTIVE, AD-
MINISTRATIVE, PROFESSIONAL, AND 
COMPUTER øAND OUTSIDE SALES¿ EM-
PLOYEES 
‘‘Subpart A—General Regulations (§§541.0- 

541.4) 
‘‘§ 541.0 Introductory statement 

‘‘(a) Section 13(a)(1) of the Fair Labor 
Standards Act, as amended, provides an ex-
emption from the Act’s minimum wage and 
overtime requirements for any employee em-
ployed in a bona fide executive, administra-
tive, or professional capacity (including any 
employee employed in the capacity of aca-
demic administrative personnel or teacher in 
elementary or secondary schools)ø, or in the 
capacity of an outside sales employee, as 
such terms are defined and delimited from 
time to time by regulations of the Secretary, 
subject to the provisions of the Administra-
tive Procedure Act.¿<< and applies to cov-
ered employees by virtue of section 225(e)(1) 
of the CAA, as amended, 2 U.S.C. 1361(e)(1).>> 
Section 13(a)(17) of the Act provides an ex-
emption from the minimum wage and over-
time requirements for computer systems an-
alysts, computer programmers, software en-
gineers, and other similarly skilled com-
puter employees << and applies to covered 
employees by virtue of section 225(e)(1) of 
the CAA, as amended, 2 U.S.C. 1361(e)(1)>>. 

‘‘(b) The requirements for these exemp-
tions are contained in this part as follows: 
executive employees, subpart B; administra-
tive employees, subpart C; professional em-
ployees, subpart D; computer employees, 
subpart Eø; outside sales employees, subpart 
F¿. Subpart G contains regulations regard-
ing salary requirements applicable to most 
of the exemptions, including salary levels 
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and the salary basis test. Subpart G also con-
tains a provision for exempting certain high-
ly compensated employees. Subpart H con-
tains definitions and other miscellaneous 
provisions applicable to all or several of the 
exemptions. 

‘‘(c) Effective July 1, 1972, the Fair Labor 
Standards Act was amended to include with-
in the protection of the equal pay provisions 
those employees exempt from the minimum 
wage and overtime pay provisions as bona 
fide executive, administrative, and profes-
sional employees (including any employee 
employed in the capacity of academic admin-
istrative personnel or teacher in elementary 
or secondary schools)ø, or in the capacity of 
an outside sales employee under section 
13(a)(1) of the Act¿. The equal pay provisions 
in section 6(d) of the Fair Labor Standards 
Act are administered and enforced by the 
øUnited States Equal Employment Oppor-
tunity Commission¿<<Office of Congres-
sional Workplace Rights>>. 
‘‘§ 541.1 Terms used in regulations 

‘‘Act means the Fair Labor Standards Act 
of 1938, as amended. øAdministrator means 
the Administrator of the Wage and Hour Di-
vision, United States Department of Labor. 
The Secretary of Labor has delegated to the 
Administrator the functions vested in the 
Secretary under sections 13(a)(1) and 13(a)(17) 
of the Fair Labor Standards Act.¿ <<CAA 
means Congressional Accountability Act of 
1995, as amended. Office means the Office of 
Congressional Workplace Rights. Employee 
means a ‘covered employee’ as defined in sec-
tion 101(a)(3) through (a)(8) of the CAA, 2 
U.S.C. 1301(a)(3) through (a)(8), but not an 
‘intern’ as defined in section 203(a)(2) of the 
CAA, 2 U.S.C. 1313(a)(2). Employer, company, 
business, or enterprise each mean an ‘em-
ploying office’ as defined in section 101(a)(9) 
of the CAA, 2 U.S.C. 1301(a)(9).>> 
‘‘§ 541.2 Job titles insufficient 

‘‘A job title alone is insufficient to estab-
lish the exempt status of an employee. The 
exempt or nonexempt status of any par-
ticular employee must be determined on the 
basis of whether the employee’s salary and 
duties meet the requirements of the regula-
tions in this part. 
‘‘§ 541.3 Scope of the section 13(a)(1) exemp-

tions 
‘‘(a) The section 13(a)(1) exemptions and 

the regulations in this part do not apply to 
manual laborers or other ‘blue collar’ work-
ers who perform work involving repetitive 
operations with their hands, physical skill 
and energy. Such nonexempt ‘blue collar’ 
employees gain the skills and knowledge re-
quired for performance of their routine man-
ual and physical work through apprentice-
ships and on-the-job training, not through 
the prolonged course of specialized intellec-
tual instruction required for exempt learned 
professional employees such as medical doc-
tors, architects and archeologists. Thus, for 
example, non-management production-line 
employees and non-management employees 
in maintenance, construction and similar oc-
cupations such as carpenters, electricians, 
mechanics, plumbers, iron workers, crafts-
men, operating engineers, longshoremen, 
construction workers and laborers are enti-
tled to minimum wage and overtime pre-
mium pay under the Fair Labor Standards 
Act, and are not exempt under the regula-
tions in this part no matter how highly paid 
they might be. 

‘‘(b)(1) The section 13(a)(1) exemptions and 
the regulations in this part also do not apply 
to police officers, detectives, ødeputy sher-
iffs, state troopers, highway patrol officers,¿ 

investigators, inspectors, øcorrectional offi-
cers, parole or probation officers,¿ park 
rangers, fire fighters, paramedics, emergency 

medical technicians, ambulance personnel, 
rescue workers, hazardous materials workers 
and similar employees, regardless of rank or 
pay level, who perform work such as pre-
venting, controlling or extinguishing fires of 
any type; rescuing fire, crime or accident 
victims; preventing or detecting crimes; con-
ducting investigations or inspections for vio-
lations of law; performing surveillance; pur-
suing, restraining and apprehending sus-
pects; detaining or supervising suspected and 
convicted criminals, including those on pro-
bation or parole; interviewing witnesses; in-
terrogating and fingerprinting suspects; pre-
paring investigative reports; or other similar 
work. 

‘‘(2) Such employees do not qualify as ex-
empt executive employees because their pri-
mary duty is not management of the øenter-
prise¿ <<employing office>> in which the 
employee is employed or a customarily rec-
ognized department or subdivision thereof as 
required under §541.100. Thus, for example, a 
police officer or fire fighter whose primary 
duty is to investigate crimes or fight fires is 
not exempt under section 13(a)(1) of the Act 
merely because the police officer or fire 
fighter also directs the work of other em-
ployees in the conduct of an investigation or 
fighting a fire. 

‘‘(3) Such employees do not qualify as ex-
empt administrative employees because 
their primary duty is not the performance of 
work directly related to the management or 
general business operations of the employer 
or the employer’s customers<<, constituents 
or stakeholders>> as required under §541.200. 

‘‘(4) Such employees do not qualify as ex-
empt professionals because their primary 
duty is not the performance of work requir-
ing knowledge of an advanced type in a field 
of science or learning customarily acquired 
by a prolonged course of specialized intellec-
tual instruction or the performance of work 
requiring invention, imagination, originality 
or talent in a recognized field of artistic or 
creative endeavor as required under §541.300. 
Although some police officers, fire fighters, 
paramedics, emergency medical technicians 
and similar employees have college degrees, 
a specialized academic degree is not a stand-
ard prerequisite for employment in such oc-
cupations. 

‘‘§ 541.4 Other laws and collective bargaining 
agreements 
‘‘The Fair Labor Standards Act provides 

minimum standards that may be exceeded, 
but cannot be waived or reduced. Employers 
must comply, for example, with any 
Federalø, State or municipal¿ laws, regula-
tions or ordinances establishing a higher 
minimum wage or lower maximum work-
week than those established under the Act. 
Similarly, employers, on their own initiative 
or under a collective bargaining agreement 
with a labor union, are not precluded by the 
Act from providing a wage higher than the 
statutory minimum, a shorter workweek 
than the statutory maximum, or a higher 
overtime premium (double time, for exam-
ple) than provided by the Act. While collec-
tive bargaining agreements cannot waive or 
reduce the Act’s protections, nothing in the 
Act or the regulations in this part relieves 
employers from their contractual obliga-
tions under collective bargaining agree-
ments. 

‘‘Subpart B—Executive Employees (§§541.100- 
541.106) 

‘‘§ 541.100 General rule for executive employ-
ees 
‘‘(a) The term ‘employee employed in a 

bona fide executive capacity’ in section 
13(a)(1) of the Act shall mean any employee: 

‘‘(1) Compensated on a salary basis pursu-
ant to §541.600 at a rate of not less than $684 

per week ø(or $455 per week if employed in 
the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana 
Islands, Guam, Puerto Rico, or the U.S. Vir-
gin Islands by employers other than the Fed-
eral government, or $380 per week if em-
ployed in American Samoa by employers 
other than the Federal government)¿, exclu-
sive of board, lodging or other facilities; 

‘‘(2) Whose primary duty is management of 
the øenterprise¿ <<employing office>> in 
which the employee is employed or of a cus-
tomarily recognized department or subdivi-
sion thereof; 

‘‘(3) Who customarily and regularly directs 
the work of two or more other employees; 
and 

‘‘(4) Who has the authority to hire or fire 
other employees or whose suggestions and 
recommendations as to the hiring, firing, ad-
vancement, promotion or any other change 
of status of other employees are given par-
ticular weight. 

‘‘(b) The phrase ‘salary basis’ is defined at 
§541.602; ‘board, lodging or other facilities’ is 
defined at §541.606; ‘primary duty’ is defined 
at §541.700; and ‘customarily and regularly’ is 
defined at §541.701. 
ø‘‘§ 541.101 Business owner 

‘‘The term ‘employee employed in a bona 
fide executive capacity’ in section 13(a)(1) of 
the Act also includes any employee who 
owns at least a bona fide 20-percent equity 
interest in the enterprise in which the em-
ployee is employed, regardless of whether 
the business is a corporate or other type of 
organization, and who is actively engaged in 
its management. The term ‘management’ is 
defined in §541.102. The requirements of Sub-
part G (salary requirements) of this part do 
not apply to the business owners described in 
this section.¿ 

‘‘§ 541.102 Management 
‘‘Generally, ‘management’ includes, but is 

not limited to, activities such as inter-
viewing, selecting, and training of employ-
ees; setting and adjusting their rates of pay 
and hours of work; directing the work of em-
ployees; maintaining production or sales 
records for use in supervision or control; ap-
praising employees’ productivity and effi-
ciency for the purpose of recommending pro-
motions or other changes in status; handling 
employee complaints and grievances; dis-
ciplining employees; planning the work; de-
termining the techniques to be used; appor-
tioning the work among the employees; de-
termining the type of materials, supplies, 
machinery, equipment or tools to be used or 
merchandise to be bought, stocked and sold; 
controlling the flow and distribution of ma-
terials or merchandise and supplies; pro-
viding for the safety and security of the em-
ployees or the property; planning and con-
trolling the budget; and monitoring or im-
plementing legal compliance measures. 
‘‘§ 541.103 Department or subdivision 

‘‘(a) The phrase ‘a customarily recognized 
department or subdivision’ is intended to 
distinguish between a mere collection of em-
ployees assigned from time to time to a spe-
cific job or series of jobs and a unit with per-
manent status and function. A customarily 
recognized department or subdivision must 
have a permanent status and a continuing 
function. For example, a large employer’s 
human resources department might have 
subdivisions for labor relations, pensions and 
other benefits, equal employment oppor-
tunity, and personnel management, each of 
which has a permanent status and function. 

‘‘(b) When an øenterprise¿ <<employing 
office>> has more than one øestablishment¿ 

<<location>>, the employee in charge of 
each øestablishment¿ <<location>> may be 
considered in charge of a recognized subdivi-
sion of the øenterprise¿ <<employing 
office>>. 
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‘‘(c) A recognized department or subdivi-

sion need not be physically within the em-
ployer’s establishment and may move from 
place to place. The mere fact that the em-
ployee works in more than one location does 
not invalidate the exemption if other factors 
show that the employee is actually in charge 
of a recognized unit with a continuing func-
tion in the organization. 

‘‘(d) Continuity of the same subordinate 
personnel is not essential to the existence of 
a recognized unit with a continuing function. 
An otherwise exempt employee will not lose 
the exemption merely because the employee 
draws and supervises workers from a pool or 
supervises a team of workers drawn from 
other recognized units, if other factors are 
present that indicate that the employee is in 
charge of a recognized unit with a con-
tinuing function. 
‘‘§ 541.104 Two or more other employees 

‘‘(a) To qualify as an exempt executive 
under §541.100, the employee must custom-
arily and regularly direct the work of two or 
more other employees. The phrase ‘two or 
more other employees’ means two full-time 
employees or their equivalent. One full-time 
and two half-time employees, for example, 
are equivalent to two full-time employees. 
Four half-time employees are also equiva-
lent. 

‘‘(b) The supervision can be distributed 
among two, three or more employees, but 
each such employee must customarily and 
regularly direct the work of two or more 
other full-time employees or the equivalent. 
Thus, for example, a department with five 
full-time nonexempt workers may have up to 
two exempt supervisors if each such super-
visor customarily and regularly directs the 
work of two of those workers. 

‘‘(c) An employee who merely assists the 
manager of a particular department and su-
pervises two or more employees only in the 
actual manager’s absence does not meet this 
requirement. 

‘‘(d) Hours worked by an employee cannot 
be credited more than once for different ex-
ecutives. Thus, a shared responsibility for 
the supervision of the same two employees in 
the same department does not satisfy this 
requirement. However, a full-time employee 
who works four hours for one supervisor and 
four hours for a different supervisor, for ex-
ample, can be credited as a half-time em-
ployee for both supervisors. 
‘‘§ 541.105 Particular weight 

‘‘To determine whether an employee’s sug-
gestions and recommendations are given 
‘particular weight,’ factors to be considered 
include, but are not limited to, whether it is 
part of the employee’s job duties to make 
such suggestions and recommendations; the 
frequency with which such suggestions and 
recommendations are made or requested; and 
the frequency with which the employee’s 
suggestions and recommendations are relied 
upon. Generally, an executive’s suggestions 
and recommendations must pertain to em-
ployees whom the executive customarily and 
regularly directs. It does not include an oc-
casional suggestion with regard to the 
change in status of a co-worker. An employ-
ee’s suggestions and recommendations may 
still be deemed to have ‘particular weight’ 
even if a higher level manager’s rec-
ommendation has more importance and even 
if the employee does not have authority to 
make the ultimate decision as to the em-
ployee’s change in status. 
‘‘§ 541.106 Concurrent duties 

‘‘(a) Concurrent performance of exempt 
and nonexempt work does not disqualify an 
employee from the executive exemption if 
the requirements of §541.100 are otherwise 
met. Whether an employee meets the re-

quirements of §541.100 when the employee 
performs concurrent duties is determined on 
a case-by-case basis and based on the factors 
set forth in §541.700. Generally, exempt ex-
ecutives make the decision regarding when 
to perform nonexempt duties and remain re-
sponsible for the success or failure of busi-
ness operations under their management 
while performing the nonexempt work. In 
contrast, the nonexempt employee generally 
is directed by a supervisor to perform the ex-
empt work or performs the exempt work for 
defined time periods. An employee whose pri-
mary duty is ordinary production work or 
routine, recurrent or repetitive tasks cannot 
qualify for exemption as an executive. 

‘‘(b) For example, an assistant manager in 
a retail establishment may perform work 
such as serving customers, cooking food, 
stocking shelves and cleaning the establish-
ment, but performance of such nonexempt 
work does not preclude the exemption if the 
assistant manager’s primary duty is manage-
ment. An assistant manager can supervise 
employees and serve customers at the same 
time without losing the exemption. An ex-
empt employee can also simultaneously di-
rect the work of other employees and stock 
shelves. 

‘‘(c) In contrast, a relief supervisor or 
working supervisor whose primary duty is 
performing nonexempt work on the produc-
tion line in a manufacturing plant does not 
become exempt merely because the non-
exempt production line employee occasion-
ally has some responsibility for directing the 
work of other nonexempt production line 
employees when, for example, the exempt su-
pervisor is unavailable. Similarly, an em-
ployee whose primary duty is to work as an 
electrician is not an exempt executive even 
if the employee also directs the work of 
other employees on the job site, orders parts 
and materials for the job, and handles re-
quests from the prime contractor. 

‘‘Subpart C—Administrative Employees 
(§§541.200-541.204) 

‘‘§ 541.200 General rule for administrative em-
ployees 
‘‘(a) The term ‘employee employed in a 

bona fide administrative capacity’ in section 
13(a)(1) of the Act shall mean any employee: 

‘‘(1) Compensated on a salary or fee basis 
pursuant to §541.600 at a rate of not less than 
$684 per week ø(or $455 per week if employed 
in the Commonwealth of the Northern Mar-
iana Islands, Guam, Puerto Rico, or the U.S. 
Virgin Islands by employers other than the 
Federal government, or $380 per week if em-
ployed in American Samoa by employers 
other than the Federal government)¿, exclu-
sive of board, lodging or other facilities; 

‘‘(2) Whose primary duty is the perform-
ance of office or non-manual work directly 
related to the management or general busi-
ness operations of the employer or the em-
ployer’s customers<<, constituents or 
stakeholders>>; and 

‘‘(3) Whose primary duty includes the exer-
cise of discretion and independent judgment 
with respect to matters of significance. 

‘‘(b) The term ‘salary basis’ is defined at 
§541.602; ‘fee basis’ is defined at §541.605; 
‘board, lodging or other facilities’ is defined 
at §541.606; and ‘primary duty’ is defined at 
§541.700. 

‘‘§ 541.201 Directly related to management or 
general business operations 
‘‘(a) To qualify for the administrative ex-

emption, an employee’s primary duty must 
be the performance of work directly related 
to the management or general business oper-
ations of the employer or the employer’s 
customers<<, constituents or 
stakeholders>>. The phrase ‘directly related 
to the management or general business oper-

ations’ refers to the type of work performed 
by the employee. To meet this requirement, 
an employee must perform work directly re-
lated to assisting with the running or serv-
icing of the [business] <<employing office>>, 
as distinguished, for example, from working 
on a manufacturing production line or sell-
ing a product in a retail or service establish-
ment. 

‘‘(b) Work directly related to management 
or general business operations includes, but 
is not limited to, work in functional areas 
such as tax; finance; accounting; budgeting; 
auditing; insurance; quality control; pur-
chasing; procurement; advertising; mar-
keting; research; safety and health; per-
sonnel management; human resources; em-
ployee benefits; labor relations; public rela-
tions, government relations; computer net-
work, internet and database administration; 
legal and regulatory compliance; and similar 
activities. Some of these activities may be 
performed by employees who also would 
qualify for another exemption. 

‘‘(c) An employee may qualify for the ad-
ministrative exemption if the employee’s 
primary duty is the performance of work di-
rectly related to the management or general 
business operations of the employer’s 
customers<<, constituents and/or 
stakeholders>>. Thus, for example, employ-
ees acting as advisers or consultants to their 
employer’s øclients or¿ customer<<, con-
stituents or stakeholders>> (as tax experts 
or financial consultants, for example) may 
be exempt. 
‘‘§ 541.202 Discretion and independent judg-

ment 
‘‘(a) To qualify for the administrative ex-

emption, an employee’s primary duty must 
include the exercise of discretion and inde-
pendent judgment with respect to matters of 
significance. In general, the exercise of dis-
cretion and independent judgment involves 
the comparison and the evaluation of pos-
sible courses of conduct, and acting or mak-
ing a decision after the various possibilities 
have been considered. The term ‘matters of 
significance’ refers to the level of impor-
tance or consequence of the work performed. 

‘‘(b) The phrase ‘discretion and inde-
pendent judgment’ must be applied in the 
light of all the facts involved in the par-
ticular employment situation in which the 
question arises. Factors to consider when de-
termining whether an employee exercises 
discretion and independent judgment with 
respect to matters of significance include, 
but are not limited to: whether the employee 
has authority to formulate, affect, interpret, 
or implement management policies or oper-
ating practices; whether the employee car-
ries out major assignments in conducting 
the operations of the øbusiness¿ 

<<employing office>>; whether the employee 
performs work that affects business oper-
ations <<of the employing office>>to a sub-
stantial degree, even if the employee’s as-
signments are related to operation of a par-
ticular segment of the øbusiness¿ 

<<employing office>>; whether the employee 
has authority to commit the employer in 
matters that have significant financial im-
pact; whether the employee has authority to 
waive or deviate from established policies 
and procedures without prior approval; 
whether the employee has authority to nego-
tiate and bind the øcompany¿<<employing 
office>> on significant matters; whether the 
employee provides consultation or expert ad-
vice to management; whether the employee 
is involved in planning longer short-term 
øbusiness¿ <<employing office>> objectives; 
whether the employee investigates and re-
solves matters of significance on behalf of 
management; and whether the employee rep-
resents the øcompany¿<<employing office>> 
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in handling complaints, arbitrating disputes 
or resolving grievances. 

‘‘(c) The exercise of discretion and inde-
pendent judgment implies that the employee 
has authority to make an independent 
choice, free from immediate direction or su-
pervision. However, employees can exercise 
discretion and independent judgment even if 
their decisions or recommendations are re-
viewed at a higher level. Thus, the term ‘dis-
cretion and independent judgment’ does not 
require that the decisions made by an em-
ployee have a finality that goes with unlim-
ited authority and a complete absence of re-
view. The decisions made as a result of the 
exercise of discretion and independent judg-
ment may consist of recommendations for 
action rather than the actual taking of ac-
tion. The fact that an employee’s decision 
may be subject to review and that upon occa-
sion the decisions are revised or reversed 
after review does not mean that the em-
ployee is not exercising discretion and inde-
pendent judgment. For example, the policies 
formulated by the øcredit¿ manager of 
a<<n>> ølarge corporation¿<<employing 
office>> may be subject to review by higher 
øcompany¿<<employing office>> officials 
who may approve or disapprove these poli-
cies. The ømanagement consultant¿ 

<<department director>> who has made a 
study of the operations of a øbusiness¿ 

<<department>> and who has drawn a pro-
posed change in organization may have the 
plan reviewed or revised by superiors before 
it is øsubmitted to the client¿<<approved>>. 

‘‘(d) An employer’s volume of øbusiness¿ 

<<work>> may make it necessary to employ 
a number of employees to perform the same 
or similar work. The fact that many employ-
ees perform identical work or work of the 
same relative importance does not mean 
that the work of each such employee does 
not involve the exercise of discretion and 
independent judgment with respect to mat-
ters of significance. 

‘‘(e) The exercise of discretion and inde-
pendent judgment must be more than the use 
of skill in applying well-established tech-
niques, procedures or specific standards de-
scribed in manuals or other sources. See also 
§541.704 regarding use of manuals. The exer-
cise of discretion and independent judgment 
also does not include clerical or secretarial 
work, recording or tabulating data, or per-
forming other mechanical, repetitive, recur-
rent or routine work. An employee who sim-
ply tabulates data is not exempt, even if la-
beled as a ‘statistician.’ 

‘‘(f) An employee does not exercise discre-
tion and independent judgment with respect 
to matters of significance merely because 
the employer will experience financial losses 
if the employee fails to perform the job prop-
erly. For example, a messenger who is en-
trusted with carrying large sums of money 
does not exercise discretion and independent 
judgment with respect to matters of signifi-
cance even though serious consequences may 
flow from the employee’s neglect. Similarly, 
an employee who operates very expensive 
equipment does not exercise discretion and 
independent judgment with respect to mat-
ters of significance merely because improper 
performance of the employee’s duties may 
cause serious financial loss to the employer. 
‘‘§ 541.203 Administrative exemption exam-

ples 
‘‘(a) øInsurance claims adjust-

ers¿<<Employees who investigate claims>> 
generally meet the duties requirements for 
the administrative exemptionø, whether 
they work for an insurance company or 
other type of company,¿ if their duties in-
clude activities such as interviewing øin-
sureds,¿ witnesses øand physicians¿; inspect-
ing property damage; reviewing factual in-

formation to prepare damage estimates; 
evaluating and making recommendations re-
garding coverage of claims; determining li-
ability and total value of a claim; negoti-
ating settlements; and making recommenda-
tions regarding litigation. 

‘‘(b) Employees in øthe¿ financial services 
øindustry¿ generally meet the duties re-
quirements for the administrative exemption 
if their duties include work such as col-
lecting and analyzing information regarding 
the customer’s income, assets, investments 
or debts; determining which financial prod-
ucts best meet the customer’s needs and fi-
nancial circumstances; advising the cus-
tomer regarding the advantages and dis-
advantages of different financial products; 
and marketing, servicing or promoting the 
employer’s financial products. However, an 
employee whose primary duty is selling fi-
nancial products does not qualify for the ad-
ministrative exemption. 

‘‘(c) An employee who leads a team of 
other employees assigned to complete major 
projects for the employer (such as øpur-
chasing, selling or closing all or part of the 
business,¿ negotiating a real estate trans-
action or a collective bargaining agreement, 
or designing and implementing productivity 
improvements) generally meets the duties 
requirements for the administrative exemp-
tion, even if the employee does not have di-
rect supervisory responsibility over the 
other employees on the team. 

‘‘(d) An executive assistant or administra-
tive assistant to a øbusiness owner or senior 
executive of a large business¿<<senior man-
agement official of an employing office>> 
generally meets the duties requirements for 
the administrative exemption if such em-
ployee, without specific instructions or pre-
scribed procedures, has been delegated au-
thority regarding matters of significance. 

‘‘(e) Human resources managers who for-
mulate, interpret or implement employment 
policies and management consultants who 
study the operations of a øbusiness¿ 

<<employing office>> and propose changes in 
organization generally meet the duties re-
quirements for the administrative exemp-
tion. However, personnel clerks who ‘screen’ 
applicants to obtain data regarding their 
minimum qualifications and fitness for em-
ployment generally do not meet the duties 
requirements for the administrative exemp-
tion. Such personnel clerks typically will re-
ject all applicants who do not meet min-
imum standards for the particular job or for 
employment by the øcompany¿ <<employing 
office>>. The minimum standards are usu-
ally set by the exempt human resources 
manager or other øcompany¿ <<employing 
office>> officials, and the decision to hire 
from the group of qualified applicants who 
do meet the minimum standards is similarly 
made by the exempt human resources man-
ager or other øcompany¿ <<employing 
office>> officials. Thus, when the inter-
viewing and screening functions are per-
formed by the human resources manager or 
personnel manager who makes the hiring de-
cision or makes recommendations for hiring 
from the pool of qualified applicants, such 
duties constitute exempt work, even though 
routine, because this work is directly and 
closely related to the employee’s exempt 
functions. 

‘‘(f) Purchasing agents with authority to 
bind the øcompany¿ <<employing office>> on 
significant purchases generally meet the du-
ties requirements for the administrative ex-
emption even if they must consult with top 
management officials when making a pur-
chase commitment for øraw¿ materials in ex-
cess of the contemplated øplant¿ needs. 

‘‘(g) Ordinary inspection work generally 
does not meet the duties requirements for 
the administrative exemption. Inspectors 

normally perform specialized work along 
standardized lines involving well-established 
techniques and procedures which may have 
been catalogued and described in manuals or 
other sources. Such inspectors rely on tech-
niques and skills acquired by special training 
or experience. They have some leeway in the 
performance of their work but only within 
closely prescribed limits. 

‘‘(h) Employees usually called examiners 
or graders, such as employees that grade 
lumber, generally do not meet the duties re-
quirements for the administrative exemp-
tion. Such employees usually perform work 
involving the comparison of products with 
established standards which are frequently 
catalogued. Often, after continued reference 
to the written standards, or through experi-
ence, the employee acquires sufficient 
knowledge so that reference to written 
standards is unnecessary. The substitution 
of the employee’s memory for a manual of 
standards does not convert the character of 
the work performed to exempt work requir-
ing the exercise of discretion and inde-
pendent judgment. 

‘‘(i) øComparison shopping performed by an 
employee of a retail store who merely re-
ports to the buyer the prices at a competi-
tor’s store does not qualify for the adminis-
trative exemption. However, the buyer who 
evaluates such reports on competitor prices 
to set the employer’s prices generally meets 
the duties requirements for the administra-
tive exemption.¿<<Reserved.>> 

‘‘(j) øPublic sector i¿<<I>>nspectors or in-
vestigators of various types, such as fire pre-
vention or safety, building or construction, 
health or sanitation, environmental or soils 
specialists and similar employees, generally 
do not meet the duties requirements for the 
administrative exemption because their 
work typically does not involve work di-
rectly related to the management or general 
business operations of the employer. Such 
employees also do not qualify for the admin-
istrative exemption because their work in-
volves the use of skills and technical abili-
ties in gathering factual information, apply-
ing known standards or prescribed proce-
dures, determining which procedure to fol-
low, or determining whether prescribed 
standards or criteria are met. 
‘‘§ 541.204 Educational establishments 

‘‘(a) The term ‘employee employed in a 
bona fide administrative capacity’ in section 
13(a)(1) of the Act also includes employees: 

‘‘(1) Compensated on a salary or fee basis 
at a rate of not less than $684 per week ø(or 
$455 per week if employed in the Common-
wealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, 
Guam, Puerto Rico, or the U.S. Virgin Is-
lands by employers other than the Federal 
government, or $380 per week if employed in 
American Samoa by employers other than 
the Federal government)¿, exclusive of 
board, lodging, or other facilities; or on a 
salary basis which is at least equal to the en-
trance salary for teachers in the educational 
establishment by which employed; and 

‘‘(2) Whose primary duty is performing ad-
ministrative functions directly related to 
academic instruction or training in an edu-
cational establishment or department or 
subdivision thereof. 

‘‘(b) The term ‘educational establishment’ 
means an elementary or secondary school 
system, an institution of higher education or 
other educational institution. Sections 3(v) 
and 3(w) of the Act define elementary and 
secondary schools as those day or residential 
schools that provide elementary or sec-
ondary education, as determined under State 
law. Under the laws of most States, such 
education includes the curriculums in grades 
1 through 12; under many it includes also the 
introductory programs in kindergarten. 
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Such education in some States may also in-
clude nursery school programs in elementary 
education and junior college curriculums in 
secondary education. The term ‘other edu-
cational establishment’ includes special 
schools for mentally or physically disabled 
or gifted children, regardless of any classi-
fication of such schools as elementary, sec-
ondary or higher. Factors relevant in deter-
mining whether post-secondary career pro-
grams are educational institutions include 
whether the school is licensed by a state 
agency responsible for the state’s edu-
cational system or accredited by a nation-
ally recognized accrediting organization for 
career schools. Also, for purposes of the ex-
emption, no distinction is drawn between 
public and private schools, or between those 
operated for profit and those that are not for 
profit. 

‘‘(c) The phrase ‘performing administrative 
functions directly related to academic in-
struction or training’ means work related to 
the academic operations and functions in a 
school rather than to administration along 
the lines of general business operations. 
Such academic administrative functions in-
clude operations directly in the field of edu-
cation. Jobs relating to areas outside the 
educational field are not within the defini-
tion of academic administration. 

‘‘(1) Employees engaged in academic ad-
ministrative functions include: the super-
intendent or other head of an elementary or 
secondary school system, and any assistants, 
responsible for administration of such mat-
ters as curriculum, quality and methods of 
instructing, measuring and testing the learn-
ing potential and achievement of students, 
establishing and maintaining academic and 
grading standards, and other aspects of the 
teaching program; the principal and any 
vice-principals responsible for the operation 
of an elementary or secondary school; de-
partment heads in institutions of higher edu-
cation responsible for the administration of 
the mathematics department, the English 
department, the foreign language depart-
ment, etc.; academic counselors who perform 
work such as administering school testing 
programs, assisting students with academic 
problems and advising students concerning 
degree requirements; and other employees 
with similar responsibilities. 

‘‘(2) Jobs relating to building management 
and maintenance, jobs relating to the health 
of the students, and academic staff such as 
social workers, psychologists, lunch room 
managers or dietitians do not perform aca-
demic administrative functions. Although 
such work is not considered academic admin-
istration, such employees may qualify for ex-
emption under §541.200 or under other sec-
tions of this part, provided the requirements 
for such exemptions are met. 

‘‘Subpart D—Professional Employees 
(§§541.300-541.304) 

‘‘§ 541.300 General rule for professional em-
ployees 
‘‘(a) The term ‘employee employed in a 

bona fide professional capacity’ in section 
13(a)(1) of the Act shall mean any employee: 

‘‘(1) Compensated on a salary or fee basis 
pursuant to §541.600 at a rate of not less than 
$684 per week ø(or $455 per week if employed 
in the Commonwealth of the Northern Mar-
iana Islands, Guam, Puerto Rico, or the U.S. 
Virgin Islands by employers other than the 
Federal government, or $380 per week if em-
ployed in American Samoa by employers 
other than the Federal government)¿, exclu-
sive of board, lodging or other facilities; and 

‘‘(2) Whose primary duty is the perform-
ance of work: 

‘‘(i) Requiring knowledge of an advanced 
type in a field of science or learning custom-
arily acquired by a prolonged course of spe-
cialized intellectual instruction; or 

‘‘(ii) Requiring invention, imagination, 
originality or talent in a recognized field of 
artistic or creative endeavor. 

‘‘(b) The term ‘salary basis’ is defined at 
§541.602; ‘fee basis’ is defined at §541.605; 
‘board, lodging or other facilities’ is defined 
at §541.606; and ‘primary duty’ is defined at 
§541.700. 
‘‘§ 541.301 Learned professionals 

‘‘(a) To qualify for the learned professional 
exemption, an employee’s primary duty 
must be the performance of work requiring 
advanced knowledge in a field of science or 
learning customarily acquired by a pro-
longed course of specialized intellectual in-
struction. This primary duty test includes 
three elements: 

‘‘(1) The employee must perform work re-
quiring advanced knowledge; 

‘‘(2) The advanced knowledge must be in a 
field of science or learning; and 

‘‘(3) The advanced knowledge must be cus-
tomarily acquired by a prolonged course of 
specialized intellectual instruction. 

‘‘(b) The phrase ‘work requiring advanced 
knowledge’ means work which is predomi-
nantly intellectual in character, and which 
includes work requiring the consistent exer-
cise of discretion and judgment, as distin-
guished from performance of routine mental, 
manual, mechanical or physical work. An 
employee who performs work requiring ad-
vanced knowledge generally uses the ad-
vanced knowledge to analyze, interpret or 
make deductions from varying facts or cir-
cumstances. Advanced knowledge cannot be 
attained at the high school level. 

‘‘(c) The phrase ‘field of science or learn-
ing’ includes the traditional professions of 
law, medicine, theology, accounting, actu-
arial computation, engineering, architec-
ture, teaching, various types of physical, 
chemical and biological sciences, pharmacy 
and other similar occupations that have a 
recognized professional status as distin-
guished from the mechanical arts or skilled 
trades where in some instances the knowl-
edge is of a fairly advanced type, but is not 
in a field of science or learning. 

‘‘(d) The phrase ‘customarily acquired by a 
prolonged course of specialized intellectual 
instruction’ restricts the exemption to pro-
fessions where specialized academic training 
is a standard prerequisite for entrance into 
the profession. The best prima facie evidence 
that an employee meets this requirement is 
possession of the appropriate academic de-
gree. However, the word ‘customarily’ means 
that the exemption is also available to em-
ployees in such professions who have sub-
stantially the same knowledge level and per-
form substantially the same work as the 
degreed employees, but who attained the ad-
vanced knowledge through a combination of 
work experience and intellectual instruc-
tion. Thus, for example, the learned profes-
sional exemption is available to the occa-
sional lawyer who has not gone to law 
school, or the occasional chemist who is not 
the possessor of a degree in chemistry. How-
ever, the learned professional exemption is 
not available for occupations that custom-
arily may be performed with only the gen-
eral knowledge acquired by an academic de-
gree in any field, with knowledge acquired 
through an apprenticeship, or with training 
in the performance of routine mental, man-
ual, mechanical or physical processes. The 
learned professional exemption also does not 
apply to occupations in which most employ-
ees have acquired their skill by experience 
rather than by advanced specialized intellec-
tual instruction. 

‘‘(e)(1) Registered or certified medical 
technologists. Registered or certified med-
ical technologists who have successfully 
completed three academic years of pre-pro-

fessional study in an accredited college or 
university plus a fourth year of professional 
course work in a school of medical tech-
nology approved by the Council of Medical 
Education of the American Medical Associa-
tion generally meet the duties requirements 
for the learned professional exemption. 

‘‘(2) Nurses. Registered nurses who are reg-
istered by the appropriate State examining 
board generally meet the duties require-
ments for the learned professional exemp-
tion. Licensed practical nurses and other 
similar health care employees, however, gen-
erally do not qualify as exempt learned pro-
fessionals because possession of a specialized 
advanced academic degree is not a standard 
prerequisite for entry into such occupations. 

‘‘(3) Dental hygienists. Dental hygienists 
who have successfully completed four aca-
demic years of pre-professional and profes-
sional study in an accredited college or uni-
versity approved by the Commission on Ac-
creditation of Dental and Dental Auxiliary 
Educational Programs of the American Den-
tal Association generally meet the duties re-
quirements for the learned professional ex-
emption. 

‘‘(4) Physician assistants. Physician assist-
ants who have successfully completed four 
academic years of pre-professional and pro-
fessional study, including graduation from a 
physician assistant program accredited by 
the Accreditation Review Commission on 
Education for the Physician Assistant, and 
who are certified by the National Commis-
sion on Certification of Physician Assistants 
generally meet the duties requirements for 
the learned professional exemption. 

‘‘(5) Accountants. Certified public account-
ants generally meet the duties requirements 
for the learned professional exemption. In 
addition, many other accountants who are 
not certified public accountants but perform 
similar job duties may qualify as exempt 
learned professionals. However, accounting 
clerks, bookkeepers and other employees 
who normally perform a great deal of routine 
work generally will not qualify as exempt 
professionals. 

‘‘(6) Chefs. Chefs, such as executive chefs 
and sous chefs, who have attained a four- 
year specialized academic degree in a cul-
inary arts program, generally meet the du-
ties requirements for the learned profes-
sional exemption. The learned professional 
exemption is not available to cooks who per-
form predominantly routine mental, manual, 
mechanical or physical work. 

‘‘(7) Paralegals. Paralegals and legal as-
sistants generally do not qualify as exempt 
learned professionals because an advanced 
specialized academic degree is not a standard 
prerequisite for entry into the field. Al-
though many paralegals possess general 
four-year advanced degrees, most specialized 
paralegal programs are two-year associate 
degree programs from a community college 
or equivalent institution. However, the 
learned professional exemption is available 
for paralegals who possess advanced special-
ized degrees in other professional fields and 
apply advanced knowledge in that field in 
the performance of their duties. For exam-
ple, if a law firm hires an engineer as a para-
legal to provide expert advice on product li-
ability cases or to assist on patent matters, 
that engineer would qualify for exemption. 

‘‘(8) Athletic trainers. Athletic trainers 
who have successfully completed four aca-
demic years of pre-professional and profes-
sional study in a specialized curriculum ac-
credited by the Commission on Accredita-
tion of Allied Health Education Programs 
and who are certified by the Board of Certifi-
cation of the National Athletic Trainers As-
sociation Board of Certification generally 
meet the duties requirements for the learned 
professional exemption. 
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ø‘‘(9) Funeral directors or embalmers. Li-

censed funeral directors and embalmers who 
are licensed by and working in a state that 
requires successful completion of four aca-
demic years of pre-professional and profes-
sional study, including graduation from a 
college of mortuary science accredited by 
the American Board of Funeral Service Edu-
cation, generally meet the duties require-
ments for the learned professional exemp-
tion.¿ 

‘‘(f) The areas in which the professional ex-
emption may be available are expanding. As 
knowledge is developed, academic training is 
broadened and specialized degrees are offered 
in new and diverse fields, thus creating new 
specialists in particular fields of science or 
learning. When an advanced specialized de-
gree has become a standard requirement for 
a particular occupation, that occupation 
may have acquired the characteristics of a 
learned profession. Accrediting and certi-
fying organizations similar to those listed in 
paragraphs (e)(1), (e)(3), (e)(4) and (e)(8) of 
this section also may be created in the fu-
ture. Such organizations may develop simi-
lar specialized curriculums and certification 
programs which, if a standard requirement 
for a particular occupation, may indicate 
that the occupation has acquired the charac-
teristics of a learned profession. 
‘‘§ 541.302 Creative professionals 

‘‘(a) To qualify for the creative profes-
sional exemption, an employee’s primary 
duty must be the performance of work re-
quiring invention, imagination, originality 
or talent in a recognized field of artistic or 
creative endeavor as opposed to routine men-
tal, manual, mechanical or physical work. 
The exemption does not apply to work which 
can be produced by a person with general 
manual or intellectual ability and training. 

‘‘(b) To qualify for exemption as a creative 
professional, the work performed must be ‘in 
a recognized field of artistic or creative en-
deavor.’ This includes such fields as music, 
writing, acting and the graphic arts. 

‘‘(c) The requirement of ‘invention, imagi-
nation, originality or talent’ distinguishes 
the creative professions from work that pri-
marily depends on intelligence, diligence and 
accuracy. The duties of employees vary 
widely, and exemption as a creative profes-
sional depends on the extent of the inven-
tion, imagination, originality or talent exer-
cised by the employee. Determination of ex-
empt creative professional status, therefore, 
must be made on a case-by-case basis. This 
requirement generally is met by actors, mu-
sicians, composers, conductors, and soloists; 
painters who at most are given the subject 
matter of their painting; cartoonists who are 
merely told the title or underlying concept 
of a cartoon and must rely on their own cre-
ative ability to express the concept; essay-
ists, novelists, short-story writers and 
screen-play writers who choose their own 
subjects and hand in a finished piece of work 
to their employers (the majority of such per-
sons are, of course, not employees but self- 
employed); and persons holding the more re-
sponsible writing positions in advertising 
agencies. This requirement generally is not 
met by a person who is employed as a copy-
ist, as an ‘animator’ of motion-picture car-
toons, or as a retoucher of photographs, 
since such work is not properly described as 
creative in character. 

‘‘(d) Journalists may satisfy the duties re-
quirements for the creative professional ex-
emption if their primary duty is work re-
quiring invention, imagination, originality 
or talent, as opposed to work which depends 
primarily on intelligence, diligence and ac-
curacy. Employees of newspapers, maga-
zines, television and other media are not ex-
empt creative professionals if they only col-

lect, organize and record information that is 
routine or already public, or if they do not 
contribute a unique interpretation or anal-
ysis to a news product. Thus, for example, 
newspaper reporters who merely rewrite 
press releases or who write standard re-
counts of public information by gathering 
facts on routine community events are not 
exempt creative professionals. Reporters 
also do not qualify as exempt creative pro-
fessionals if their work product is subject to 
substantial control by the employer. How-
ever, journalists may qualify as exempt cre-
ative professionals if their primary duty is 
performing on the air in radio, television or 
other electronic media; conducting inves-
tigative interviews; analyzing or inter-
preting public events; writing editorials, 
opinion columns or other commentary; or 
acting as a narrator or commentator. 
‘‘§ 541.303 Teachers 

‘‘(a) The term ‘employee employed in a 
bona fide professional capacity’ in section 
13(a)(1) of the Act also means any employee 
with a primary duty of teaching, tutoring, 
instructing or lecturing in the activity of 
imparting knowledge and who is employed 
and engaged in this activity as a teacher in 
an educational establishment by which the 
employee is employed. The term ‘edu-
cational establishment’ is defined in 
§541.204(b). 

‘‘(b) Exempt teachers include, but are not 
limited to: Regular academic teachers; 
teachers of kindergarten or nursery school 
pupils; teachers of gifted or disabled chil-
dren; teachers of skilled and semi-skilled 
trades and occupations; teachers engaged in 
automobile driving instruction; aircraft 
flight instructors; home economics teachers; 
and vocal or instrumental music instructors. 
Those faculty members who are engaged as 
teachers but also spend a considerable 
amount of their time in extracurricular ac-
tivities such as coaching athletic teams or 
acting as moderators or advisors in such 
areas as drama, speech, debate or journalism 
are engaged in teaching. Such activities are 
a recognized part of the schools’ responsi-
bility in contributing to the educational de-
velopment of the student. 

‘‘(c) The possession of an elementary or 
secondary teacher’s certificate provides a 
clear means of identifying the individuals 
contemplated as being within the scope of 
the exemption for teaching professionals. 
Teachers who possess a teaching certificate 
qualify for the exemption regardless of the 
terminology (e.g., permanent, conditional, 
standard, provisional, temporary, emer-
gency, or unlimited) used by the State to 
refer to different kinds of certificates. How-
ever, private schools and public schools are 
not uniform in requiring a certificate for em-
ployment as an elementary or secondary 
school teacher, and a teacher’s certificate is 
not generally necessary for employment in 
institutions of higher education or other 
educational establishments. Therefore, a 
teacher who is not certified may be consid-
ered for exemption, provided that such indi-
vidual is employed as a teacher by the em-
ploying school or school system. 

‘‘(d) The requirements of §541.300 and Sub-
part G (salary requirements) of this part do 
not apply to the teaching professionals de-
scribed in this section. 
‘‘§ 541.304 Practice of law or medicine 

‘‘(a) The term ‘employee employed in a 
bona fide professional capacity’ in section 
13(a)(1) of the Act also shall mean: 

‘‘(1) Any employee who is the holder of a 
valid license or certificate permitting the 
practice of law or medicine or any of their 
branches and is actually engaged in the prac-
tice thereof; and 

‘‘(2) Any employee who is the holder of the 
requisite academic degree for the general 

practice of medicine and is engaged in an in-
ternship or resident program pursuant to the 
practice of the profession. 

‘‘(b) In the case of medicine, the exemption 
applies to physicians and other practitioners 
licensed and practicing in the field of med-
ical science and healing or any of the med-
ical specialties practiced by physicians or 
practitioners. The term ‘physicians’ includes 
medical doctors including general practi-
tioners and specialists, osteopathic physi-
cians (doctors of osteopathy), podiatrists, 
dentists (doctors of dental medicine), and op-
tometrists (doctors of optometry or bach-
elors of science in optometry). 

‘‘(c) Employees engaged in internship or 
resident programs, whether or not licensed 
to practice prior to commencement of the 
program, qualify as exempt professionals if 
they enter such internship or resident pro-
grams after the earning of the appropriate 
degree required for the general practice of 
their profession. 

‘‘(d) The requirements of §541.300 and sub-
part G (salary requirements) of this part do 
not apply to the employees described in this 
section. 
‘‘Subpart E—Computer Employees (§§541.400- 

541.402) 
‘‘§ 541.400 General rule for computer employ-

ees 
‘‘(a) Computer systems analysts, computer 

programmers, software engineers or other 
similarly skilled workers in the computer 
field are eligible for exemption as profes-
sionals under section 13(a)(1) of the Act and 
under section 13(a)(17) of the Act. Because 
job titles vary widely and change quickly in 
the computer industry, job titles are not de-
terminative of the applicability of this ex-
emption. 

‘‘(b) The section 13(a)(1)exemption applies 
to any computer employee who is com-
pensated on a salary or fee basis at a rate of 
not less than $684 per week ø(or $455 per week 
if employed in the Commonwealth of the 
Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, Puerto 
Rico, or the U.S. Virgin Islands by employers 
other than the Federal government, or $380 
per week if employed in American Samoa by 
employers other than the Federal govern-
ment)¿, exclusive of board, lodging, or other 
facilities. 

‘‘The section 13(a)(17) exemption applies to 
any computer employee compensated on an 
hourly basis at a rate of not less than $27.63 
an hour. In addition, under either section 
13(a)(1) or section 13(a)(17) of the Act, the ex-
emptions apply only to computer employees 
whose primary duty consists of: 

‘‘(1) The application of systems analysis 
techniques and procedures, including con-
sulting with users, to determine hardware, 
software or system functional specifications; 

‘‘(2) The design, development, documenta-
tion, analysis, creation, testing or modifica-
tion of computer systems or programs, in-
cluding prototypes, based on and related to 
user or system design specifications; 

‘‘(3) The design, documentation, testing, 
creation or modification of computer pro-
grams related to machine operating systems; 
or 

‘‘(4) A combination of the aforementioned 
duties, the performance of which requires 
the same level of skills. 

‘‘(c) The term ‘salary basis’ is defined at 
§541.602; ‘fee basis’ is defined at §541.605; 
‘board, lodging or other facilities’ is defined 
at §541.606; and ‘primary duty’ is defined at 
§541.700. 
‘‘§ 541.401 Computer manufacture and repair 

‘‘The exemption for employees in computer 
occupations does not include employees en-
gaged in the manufacture or repair of com-
puter hardware and related equipment. Em-
ployees whose work is highly dependent 
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upon, or facilitated by, the use of computers 
and computer software programs (e.g., engi-
neers, drafters and others skilled in com-
puter-aided design software), but who are not 
primarily engaged in computer systems 
analysis and programming or other similarly 
skilled computer-related occupations identi-
fied in §541.400(b), are also not exempt com-
puter professionals. 
‘‘§ 541.402 Executive and administrative com-

puter employees 
‘‘Computer employees within the scope of 

this exemption, as well as those employees 
not within its scope, may also have execu-
tive and administrative duties which qualify 
the employees for exemption under subpart 
B or subpart C of this part. For example, sys-
tems analysts and computer programmers 
generally meet the duties requirements for 
the administrative exemption if their pri-
mary duty includes work such as planning, 
scheduling, and coordinating activities re-
quired to develop systems to solve complex 
business, scientific or engineering problems 
of the employer or the employer’s 
customers<<, constituents or 
stakeholders>>. Similarly, a senior or lead 
computer programmer who manages the 
work of two or more other programmers in a 
customarily recognized department or sub-
division of the employer, and whose rec-
ommendations as to the hiring, firing, ad-
vancement, promotion or other change of 
status of the other programmers are given 
particular weight, generally meets the duties 
requirements for the executive exemption. 

‘‘Subpart F—<<Reserved>> 
ø‘‘Subpart F—Outside Sales Employees 

(§§541.500-541.504)¿ 

ø‘‘§ 541.500 General rule for outside sales em-
ployees 
ø‘‘(a) The term ‘employee employed in the 

capacity of outside salesman’ in section 
13(a)(1) of the Act shall mean any employee:¿ 

ø‘‘(1) Whose primary duty is:¿ 

ø‘‘(i) making sales within the meaning of 
section 3(k) of the Act, or¿ 

ø‘‘(ii) obtaining orders or contracts for 
services or for the use of facilities for which 
a consideration will be paid by the client or 
customer; and¿ 

ø‘‘(2) Who is customarily and regularly en-
gaged away from the employer’s place or 
places of business in performing such pri-
mary duty.¿ 

ø‘‘(b) The term ‘primary duty’ is defined at 
§541.700. In determining the primary duty of 
an outside sales employee, work performed 
incidental to and in conjunction with the 
employee’s own outside sales or solicita-
tions, including incidental deliveries and col-
lections, shall be regarded as exempt outside 
sales work. Other work that furthers the em-
ployee’s sales efforts also shall be regarded 
as exempt work including, for example, writ-
ing sales reports, updating or revising the 
employee’s sales or display catalogue, plan-
ning itineraries and attending sales con-
ferences.¿ 

ø‘‘(c) The requirements of subpart G (sal-
ary requirements) of this part do not apply 
to the outside sales employees described in 
this section.¿ 

ø‘‘§ 541.501 Making sales or obtaining orders 
ø‘‘(a) Section 541.500 requires that the em-

ployee be engaged in:¿ 

ø‘‘(1) Making sales within the meaning of 
section 3(k) of the Act, or¿ 

ø‘‘(2) Obtaining orders or contracts for 
services or for the use of facilities.¿ 

ø‘‘(b) Sales within the meaning of section 
3(k) of the Act include the transfer of title to 
tangible property, and in certain cases, of 
tangible and valuable evidences of intangible 
property. Section 3(k) of the Act states that 
‘sale’ or ‘sell’ includes any sale, exchange, 

contract to sell, consignment for sale, ship-
ment for sale, or other disposition.¿ 

ø‘‘(c) Exempt outside sales work includes 
not only the sales of commodities, but also 
‘obtaining orders or contracts for services or 
for the use of facilities for which a consider-
ation will be paid by the client or customer.’ 
Obtaining orders for ‘the use of facilities’ in-
cludes the selling of time on radio or tele-
vision, the solicitation of advertising for 
newspapers and other periodicals, and the so-
licitation of freight for railroads and other 
transportation agencies.¿ 

ø‘‘(d) The word ‘services’ extends the out-
side sales exemption to employees who sell 
or take orders for a service, which may be 
performed for the customer by someone 
other than the person taking the order.¿ 

ø‘‘§ 541.502 Away from employer’s place of 
business 
‘‘An outside sales employee must be cus-

tomarily and regularly engaged ‘away from 
the employer’s place or places of business.’ 
The outside sales employee is an employee 
who makes sales at the customer’s place of 
business or, if selling door-to-door, at the 
customer’s home. Outside sales does not in-
clude sales made by mail, telephone or the 
Internet unless such contact is used merely 
as an adjunct to personal calls. Thus, any 
fixed site, whether home or office, used by a 
salesperson as a headquarters or for tele-
phonic solicitation of sales is considered one 
of the employer’s places of business, even 
though the employer is not in any formal 
sense the owner or tenant of the property. 
However, an outside sales employee does not 
lose the exemption by displaying samples in 
hotel sample rooms during trips from city to 
city; these sample rooms should not be con-
sidered as the employer’s places of business. 
Similarly, an outside sales employee does 
not lose the exemption by displaying the em-
ployer’s products at a trade show. If selling 
actually occurs, rather than just sales pro-
motion, trade shows of short duration (i.e., 
one or two weeks) should not be considered 
as the employer’s place of business.¿ 

ø‘‘§ 541.503 Promotion work 
ø‘‘(a) Promotion work is one type of activ-

ity often performed by persons who make 
sales, which may or may not be exempt out-
side sales work, depending upon the cir-
cumstances under which it is performed. 
Promotional work that is actually performed 
incidental to and in conjunction with an em-
ployee’s own outside sales or solicitations is 
exempt work. On the other hand, pro-
motional work that is incidental to sales 
made, or to be made, by someone else is not 
exempt outside sales work. An employee who 
does not satisfy the requirements of this sub-
part may still qualify as an exempt em-
ployee under other subparts of this rule.¿ 

ø‘‘(b) A manufacturer’s representative, for 
example, may perform various types of pro-
motional activities such as putting up dis-
plays and posters, removing damaged or 
spoiled stock from the merchant’s shelves or 
rearranging the merchandise. Such an em-
ployee can be considered an exempt outside 
sales employee if the employee’s primary 
duty is making sales or contracts. Pro-
motion activities directed toward con-
summation of the employee’s own sales are 
exempt. Promotional activities designed to 
stimulate sales that will be made by some-
one else are not exempt outside sales work.¿ 

ø‘‘(c) Another example is a company rep-
resentative who visits chain stores, arranges 
the merchandise on shelves, replenishes 
stock by replacing old with new merchan-
dise, sets up displays and consults with the 
store manager when inventory runs low, but 
does not obtain a commitment for additional 
purchases. The arrangement of merchandise 
on the shelves or the replenishing of stock is 

not exempt work unless it is incidental to 
and in conjunction with the employee’s own 
outside sales. Because the employee in this 
instance does not consummate the sale nor 
direct efforts toward the consummation of a 
sale, the work is not exempt outside sales 
work.¿ 

ø‘‘§ 541.504 Drivers who sell 
ø‘‘(a) Drivers who deliver products and also 

sell such products may qualify as exempt 
outside sales employees only if the employee 
has a primary duty of making sales. In deter-
mining the primary duty of drivers who sell, 
work performed incidental to and in conjunc-
tion with the employee’s own outside sales 
or solicitations, including loading, driving or 
delivering products, shall be regarded as ex-
empt outside sales work.¿ 

ø‘‘(b) Several factors should be considered 
in determining if a driver has a primary duty 
of making sales, including, but not limited 
to: a comparison of the driver’s duties with 
those of other employees engaged as truck 
drivers and as salespersons; possession of a 
selling or solicitor’s license when such li-
cense is required by law or ordinances; pres-
ence or absence of customary or contractual 
arrangements concerning amounts of prod-
ucts to be delivered; description of the em-
ployee’s occupation in collective bargaining 
agreements; the employer’s specifications as 
to qualifications for hiring; sales training; 
attendance at sales conferences; method of 
payment; and proportion of earnings directly 
attributable to sales.¿ 

ø‘‘(c) Drivers who may qualify as exempt 
outside sales employees include:¿ 

ø‘‘(1) A driver who provides the only sales 
contact between the employer and the cus-
tomers visited, who calls on customers and 
takes orders for products, who delivers prod-
ucts from stock in the employee’s vehicle or 
procures and delivers the product to the cus-
tomer on a later trip, and who receives com-
pensation commensurate with the volume of 
products sold.¿ 

ø‘‘(2) A driver who obtains or solicits or-
ders for the employer’s products from per-
sons who have authority to commit the cus-
tomer for purchases.¿ 

ø‘‘(3) A driver who calls on new prospects 
for customers along the employee’s route 
and attempts to convince them of the desir-
ability of accepting regular delivery of 
goods.¿ 

ø‘‘(4) A driver who calls on established cus-
tomers along the route and persuades reg-
ular customers to accept delivery of in-
creased amounts of goods or of new products, 
even though the initial sale or agreement for 
delivery was made by someone else.¿ 

ø‘‘(d) Drivers who generally would not 
qualify as exempt outside sales employees 
include:¿ 

ø‘‘(1) A route driver whose primary duty is 
to transport products sold by the employer 
through vending machines and to keep such 
machines stocked, in good operating condi-
tion, and in good locations.¿ 

ø‘‘(2) A driver who often calls on estab-
lished customers day after day or week after 
week, delivering a quantity of the employ-
er’s products at each call when the sale was 
not significantly affected by solicitations of 
the customer by the delivering driver or the 
amount of the sale is determined by the vol-
ume of the customer’s sales since the pre-
vious delivery.¿ 

ø‘‘(3) A driver primarily engaged in making 
deliveries to customers and performing ac-
tivities intended to promote sales by cus-
tomers (including placing point-of-sale and 
other advertising materials, price stamping 
commodities, arranging merchandise on 
shelves, in coolers or in cabinets, rotating 
stock according to date, and cleaning and 
otherwise servicing display cases), unless 
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such work is in furtherance of the driver’s 
own sales efforts.¿ 

‘‘Subpart G—Salary Requirements (§§541.600- 
541.607) 

‘‘§ 541.600 Amount of salary required 
‘‘(a) To qualify as an exempt executive, ad-

ministrative or professional employee under 
section 13(a)(1) of the Act, an employee must 
be compensated on a salary basis at a rate of 
not less than $684 per week ø(or $455 per week 
if employed in the Commonwealth of the 
Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, Puerto 
Rico, or the U.S. Virgin Islands by employers 
other than the Federal Government, or $380 
per week if employed in American Samoa by 
employers other than the Federal Govern-
ment)¿, exclusive of board, lodging or other 
facilities. Administrative and professional 
employees may also be paid on a fee basis, as 
defined in §541.605. 

‘‘(b) The required amount of compensation 
per week may be translated into equivalent 
amounts for periods longer than one week. 
For example, the $684-per-week requirement 
will be met if the employee is compensated 
biweekly on a salary basis of not less than 
$1,368, semimonthly on a salary basis of not 
less than $1,482, or monthly on a salary basis 
of not less than $2,964. However, the shortest 
period of payment that will meet this com-
pensation requirement is one week. 

‘‘(c) In the case of academic administrative 
employees, the compensation requirement 
also may be met by compensation on a sal-
ary basis at a rate at least equal to the en-
trance salary for teachers in the educational 
establishment by which the employee is em-
ployed, as provided in §541.204(a)(1). 

‘‘(d) In the case of computer employees, 
the compensation requirement also may be 
met by compensation on an hourly basis at a 
rate not less than $27.63 an hour, as provided 
in §541.400(b). 

‘‘(e) In the case of professional employees, 
the compensation requirements in this sec-
tion shall not apply to employees engaged as 
teachers (see §541.303); employees who hold a 
valid license or certificate permitting the 
practice of law or medicine or any of their 
branches and are actually engaged in the 
practice thereof (see §541.304); or to employ-
ees who hold the requisite academic degree 
for the general practice of medicine and are 
engaged in an internship or resident program 
pursuant to the practice of the profession 
(see §541.304). In the case of medical occupa-
tions, the exception from the salary or fee 
requirement does not apply to pharmacists, 
nurses, therapists, technologists, 
sanitarians, dietitians, social workers, psy-
chologists, psychometrists, or other profes-
sions which service the medical profession. 

‘‘§ 541.601 Highly compensated employees 
‘‘(a)(1) Beginning on øJanuary 1, 

2020¿<<the effective date of these Sub-
stantive Regulations>>, an employee with 
total annual compensation of at least 
$107,432 is deemed exempt under section 
13(a)(1) of the Act if the employee custom-
arily and regularly performs any one or more 
of the exempt duties or responsibilities of an 
executive, administrative or professional 
employee as identified in subparts B, C or D 
of this part. 

‘‘(2) Where the annual period covers peri-
ods both prior to and after øJanuary 1, 
2020¿<<the effective date of these Sub-
stantive Regulations>>, the amount of total 
annual compensation due will be determined 
on a proportional basis. 

‘‘(b)(1) ‘Total annual compensation’ must 
include at least $684 per week paid on a sal-
ary or fee basis as set forth in §541.602 and 
541.605, except that §541.602(a)(3) shall not 
apply to highly compensated employees. 
Total annual compensation may also include 

commissions, nondiscretionary bonuses and 
other nondiscretionary compensation earned 
during a 52-week period. Total annual com-
pensation does not include board, lodging 
and other facilities as defined in §541.606, and 
does not include payments for medical insur-
ance, payments for life insurance, contribu-
tions to retirement plans and the cost of 
other fringe benefits. 

‘‘(2) If an employee’s total annual com-
pensation does not total at least the amount 
specified in the applicable subsection of 
paragraph (a) by the last pay period of the 
52-week period, the employer may, during 
the last pay period or within one month 
after the end of the 52-week period, make one 
final payment sufficient to achieve the re-
quired level. For example, for a 52-week pe-
riod øbeginning January 1, 2020¿, an em-
ployee may earn $90,000 in base salary, and 
the employer may anticipate øbased upon 
past sales¿ that the employee also will earn 
$17,432 in øcommissions¿<<other 
payments>>. However, ødue to poor sales¿ in 
the final quarter of the year, the employee 
actually only earns $12,000 in øcommis-
sions¿<<other payments>>. In this situation, 
the employer may within one month after 
the end of the year make a payment of at 
least $5,432 to the employee. Any such final 
payment made after the end of the 52-week 
period may count only toward the prior 
year’s total annual compensation and not to-
ward the total annual compensation in the 
year it was paid. If the employer fails to 
make such a payment, the employee does not 
qualify as a highly compensated employee, 
but may still qualify as exempt under sub-
parts B, C, or D of this part. 

‘‘(3) An employee who does not work a full 
year for the employer, either because the 
employee is newly hired after the beginning 
of the year or ends the employment before 
the end of the year, may qualify for exemp-
tion under this section if the employee re-
ceives a pro rata portion of the minimum 
amount established in paragraph (a) of this 
section, based upon the number of weeks 
that the employee will be or has been em-
ployed. An employer may make one final 
payment as under paragraph (b)(2) of this 
section within one month after the end of 
employment. 

‘‘(4) The employer may utilize any 52-week 
period as the year, such as a calendar year, 
a fiscal year, or an anniversary of hire year. 
If the employer does not identify some other 
year period in advance, the calendar year 
will apply. 

‘‘(c) A high level of compensation is a 
strong indicator of an employee’s exempt 
status, thus eliminating the need for a de-
tailed analysis of the employee’s job duties. 
Thus, a highly compensated employee will 
qualify for exemption if the employee cus-
tomarily and regularly performs any one or 
more of the exempt duties or responsibilities 
of an executive, administrative or profes-
sional employee identified in subparts B, C 
or D of this part. An employee may qualify 
as a highly compensated executive employee, 
for example, if the employee customarily 
and regularly directs the work of two or 
more other employees, even though the em-
ployee does not meet all of the other require-
ments for the executive exemption under 
§541.100. 

‘‘(d) This section applies only to employees 
whose primary duty includes performing of-
fice or non-manual work. Thus, for example, 
non-management production-line workers 
and non-management employees in mainte-
nance, construction and similar occupations 
such as carpenters, electricians, mechanics, 
plumbers, iron workers, craftsmen, operating 
engineers, longshoremen, construction work-
ers, laborers and other employees who per-
form work involving repetitive operations 

with their hands, physical skill and energy 
are not exempt under this section no matter 
how highly paid they might be. 
‘‘§ 541.602 Salary basis 

‘‘(a) General rule. An employee will be con-
sidered to be paid on a ‘salary basis’ within 
the meaning of this part if the employee reg-
ularly receives each pay period on a weekly, 
or less frequent basis, a predetermined 
amount constituting all or part of the em-
ployee’s compensation, which amount is not 
subject to reduction because of variations in 
the quality or quantity of the work per-
formed. 

‘‘(1) Subject to the exceptions provided in 
paragraph (b) of this section, an exempt em-
ployee must receive the full salary for any 
week in which the employee performs any 
work without regard to the number of days 
or hours worked. Exempt employees need not 
be paid for any workweek in which they per-
form no work. 

‘‘(2) An employee is not paid on a salary 
basis if deductions from the employee’s pre-
determined compensation are made for ab-
sences occasioned by the employer or by the 
operating requirements of the øbusiness¿ 

<<employing office>>. If the employee is 
ready, willing and able to work, deductions 
may not be made for time when work is not 
available. 

‘‘(3) Up to ten percent of the salary amount 
required by §541.600(a) may be satisfied by 
the payment of nondiscretionary bonuses, in-
centives and commissions, that are paid an-
nually or more frequently. The employer 
may utilize any 52-week period as the year, 
such as a calendar year, a fiscal year, or an 
anniversary of hire year. If the employer 
does not identify some other year period in 
advance, the calendar year will apply. This 
provision does not apply to highly com-
pensated employees under §541.601. 

‘‘(i) If by the last pay period of the 52-week 
period the sum of the employee’s weekly sal-
ary plus nondiscretionary bonus, incentive, 
and commission payments received is less 
than 52 times the weekly salary amount re-
quired by §541.600(a), the employer may make 
one final payment sufficient to achieve the 
required level no later than the next pay pe-
riod after the end of the year. Any such final 
payment made after the end of the 52-week 
period may count only toward the prior 
year’s salary amount and not toward the sal-
ary amount in the year it was paid. 

‘‘(ii) An employee who does not work a full 
52-week period for the employer, either be-
cause the employee is newly hired after the 
beginning of this period or ends the employ-
ment before the end of this period, may qual-
ify for exemption if the employee receives a 
pro rata portion of the minimum amount es-
tablished in paragraph (a)(3) of this section, 
based upon the number of weeks that the 
employee will be or has been employed. An 
employer may make one final payment as 
under paragraph (a)(3)(i) of this section with-
in one pay period after the end of employ-
ment. 

‘‘(b) Exceptions. The prohibition against 
deductions from pay in the salary basis re-
quirement is subject to the following excep-
tions: 

‘‘(1) Deductions from pay may be made 
when an exempt employee is absent from 
work for one or more full days for personal 
reasons, other than sickness or disability. 
Thus, if an employee is absent for two full 
days to handle personal affairs, the employ-
ee’s salaried status will not be affected if de-
ductions are made from the salary for two 
full-day absences. However, if an exempt em-
ployee is absent for one and a half days for 
personal reasons, the employer can deduct 
only for the one full-day absence. 

‘‘(2) Deductions from pay may be made for 
absences of one or more full days occasioned 
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by sickness or disability (including work-re-
lated accidents) if the deduction is made in 
accordance with a bona fide plan, policy or 
practice of providing compensation for loss 
of salary occasioned by such sickness or dis-
ability. The employer is not required to pay 
any portion of the employee’s salary for full- 
day absences for which the employee re-
ceives compensation under the plan, policy 
or practice. Deductions for such full-day ab-
sences also may be made before the em-
ployee has qualified under the plan, policy or 
practice, and after the employee has ex-
hausted the leave allowance thereunder. 
Thus, for example, if an employer maintains 
a short-term disability insurance plan pro-
viding salary replacement for 12 weeks start-
ing on the fourth day of absence, the em-
ployer may make deductions from pay for 
the three days of absence before the em-
ployee qualifies for benefits under the plan; 
for the twelve weeks in which the employee 
receives salary replacement benefits under 
the plan; and for absences after the employee 
has exhausted the 12 weeks of salary replace-
ment benefits. øSimilarly, an employer may 
make deductions from pay for absences of 
one or more full days if salary replacement 
benefits are provided under a State dis-
ability insurance law or under a State work-
ers’ compensation law.¿ 

‘‘(3) While an employer cannot make de-
ductions from pay for absences of an exempt 
employee occasioned by jury duty, attend-
ance as a witness or temporary military 
leave, the employer can offset any amounts 
received by an employee as jury fees, witness 
fees or military pay for a particular week 
against the salary due for that particular 
week without loss of the exemption. 

‘‘(4) Deductions from pay of exempt em-
ployees may be made for penalties imposed 
in good faith for infractions of safety rules of 
major significance. Safety rules of major sig-
nificance include those relating to the pre-
vention of serious danger in the workplace or 
to other employees, such as rules prohibiting 
smoking in explosive plants, oil refineries 
and coal mines. 

‘‘(5) Deductions from pay of exempt em-
ployees may be made for unpaid disciplinary 
suspensions of one or more full days imposed 
in good faith for infractions of workplace 
conduct rules. Such suspensions must be im-
posed pursuant to a written policy applicable 
to all employees. Thus, for example, an em-
ployer may suspend an exempt employee 
without pay for three days for violating a 
generally applicable written policy prohib-
iting sexual harassment. Similarly, an em-
ployer may suspend an exempt employee 
without pay for twelve days for violating a 
generally applicable written policy prohib-
iting workplace violence. 

‘‘(6) An employer is not required to pay the 
full salary in the initial or terminal week of 
employment. Rather, an employer may pay a 
proportionate part of an employee’s full sal-
ary for the time actually worked in the first 
and last week of employment. In such weeks, 
the payment of an hourly or daily equivalent 
of the employee’s full salary for the time ac-
tually worked will meet the requirement. 
However, employees are not paid on a salary 
basis within the meaning of these regula-
tions if they are employed occasionally for a 
few days, and the employer pays them a pro-
portionate part of the weekly salary when so 
employed. 

‘‘(7) An employer is not required to pay the 
full salary for weeks in which an exempt em-
ployee takes unpaid leave under the Family 
and Medical Leave Act. Rather, when an ex-
empt employee takes unpaid leave under the 
Family and Medical Leave Act, an employer 
may pay a proportionate part of the full sal-
ary for time actually worked. For example, 
if an employee who normally works 40 hours 

per week uses four hours of unpaid leave 
under the Family and Medical Leave Act, 
the employer could deduct 10 percent of the 
employee’s normal salary that week. 

‘‘(c) When calculating the amount of a de-
duction from pay allowed under paragraph 
(b) of this section, the employer may use the 
hourly or daily equivalent of the employee’s 
full weekly salary or any other amount pro-
portional to the time actually missed by the 
employee. A deduction from pay as a penalty 
for violations of major safety rules under 
paragraph (b)(4) of this section may be made 
in any amount. 
‘‘§ 541.603 Effect of improper deductions from 

salary 
‘‘(a) An employer who makes improper de-

ductions from salary shall lose the exemp-
tion if the facts demonstrate that the em-
ployer did not intend to pay employees on a 
salary basis. An actual practice of making 
improper deductions demonstrates that the 
employer did not intend to pay employees on 
a salary basis. The factors to consider when 
determining whether an employer has an ac-
tual practice of making improper deductions 
include, but are not limited to: the number 
of improper deductions, particularly as com-
pared to the number of employee infractions 
warranting discipline; the time period during 
which the employer made improper deduc-
tions; the number and geographic location of 
employees whose salary was improperly re-
duced; the number and geographic location 
of managers responsible for taking the im-
proper deductions; and whether the employer 
has a clearly communicated policy permit-
ting or prohibiting improper deductions. 

‘‘(b) If the facts demonstrate that the em-
ployer has an actual practice of making im-
proper deductions, the exemption is lost dur-
ing the time period in which the improper 
deductions were made for employees in the 
same job classification working for the same 
managers responsible for the actual im-
proper deductions. Employees in different 
job classifications or who work for different 
managers do not lose their status as exempt 
employees. Thus, for example, if a manager 
øat a company facility¿ routinely docks the 
pay of engineers at that facility for partial- 
day personal absences, then all engineers at 
that facility whose pay could have been im-
properly docked by the manager would lose 
the exemption; engineers at other facilities 
or working for other managers, however, 
would remain exempt. 

‘‘(c) Improper deductions that are either 
isolated or inadvertent will not result in loss 
of the exemption for any employees subject 
to such improper deductions, if the employer 
reimburses the employees for such improper 
deductions. 

‘‘(d) If an employer has a clearly commu-
nicated policy that prohibits the improper 
pay deductions specified in §541.602(a) and in-
cludes a complaint mechanism, reimburses 
employees for any improper deductions and 
makes a good faith commitment to comply 
in the future, such employer will not lose the 
exemption for any employees unless the em-
ployer willfully violates the policy by con-
tinuing to make improper deductions after 
receiving employee complaints. If an em-
ployer fails to reimburse employees for any 
improper deductions or continues to make 
improper deductions after receiving em-
ployee complaints, the exemption is lost dur-
ing the time period in which the improper 
deductions were made for employees in the 
same job classification working for the same 
managers responsible for the actual im-
proper deductions. The best evidence of a 
clearly communicated policy is a written 
policy that was distributed to employees 
prior to the improper pay deductions by, for 
example, providing a copy of the policy to 

employees at the time of hire, publishing the 
policy in an employee handbook or pub-
lishing the policy on the employer’s 
Intranet. 

‘‘(e) This section shall not be construed in 
an unduly technical manner so as to defeat 
the exemption. 

‘‘§ 541.604 Minimum guarantee plus extras 

‘‘(a) An employer may provide an exempt 
employee with additional compensation 
without losing the exemption or violating 
the salary basis requirement, if the employ-
ment arrangement also includes a guarantee 
of at least the minimum weekly-required 
amount paid on a salary basis. Thus, for ex-
ample, an exempt employee guaranteed at 
least $684 each week paid on a salary basis 
may also receive additional compensation of 
a one percent commission on sales. An ex-
empt employee also may receive a percent-
age of the sales or profits of the employer if 
the employment arrangement also includes a 
guarantee of at least $684 each week paid on 
a salary basis. Similarly, the exemption is 
not lost if an exempt employee who is guar-
anteed at least $684 each week paid on a sal-
ary basis also receives additional compensa-
tion based on hours worked for work beyond 
the normal workweek. Such additional com-
pensation may be paid on any basis (e.g., flat 
sum, bonus payment, straight-time hourly 
amount, time and one-half or any other 
basis), and may include paid time off. 

‘‘(b) An exempt employee’s earnings may 
be computed on an hourly, a daily or a shift 
basis, without losing the exemption or vio-
lating the salary basis requirement, if the 
employment arrangement also includes a 
guarantee of at least the minimum weekly 
required amount paid on a salary basis re-
gardless of the number of hours, days or 
shifts worked, and a reasonable relationship 
exists between the guaranteed amount and 
the amount actually earned. The reasonable 
relationship test will be met if the weekly 
guarantee is roughly equivalent to the em-
ployee’s usual earnings at the assigned hour-
ly, daily or shift rate for the employee’s nor-
mal scheduled workweek. Thus, for example, 
an exempt employee guaranteed compensa-
tion of at least $725 for any week in which 
the employee performs any work, and who 
normally works four or five shifts each week, 
may be paid $210 per shift without violating 
the $684-per-week salary basis requirement. 
The reasonable relationship requirement ap-
plies only if the employee’s pay is computed 
on an hourly, daily or shift basis. It does not 
apply, for example, to an exempt store man-
ager paid a guaranteed salary per week that 
exceeds the current salary level who also re-
ceives a commission of one-half percent of 
all sales in the store or five percent of the 
store’s profits, which in some weeks may 
total as much as, or even more than, the 
guaranteed salary. 

‘‘§ 541.605 Fee basis 

‘‘(a) Administrative and professional em-
ployees may be paid on a fee basis, rather 
than on a salary basis. An employee will be 
considered to be paid on a ‘fee basis’ within 
the meaning of these regulations if the em-
ployee is paid an agreed sum for a single job 
regardless of the time required for its com-
pletion. These payments resemble piecework 
payments with the important distinction 
that generally a ‘fee’ is paid for the kind of 
job that is unique rather than for a series of 
jobs repeated an indefinite number of times 
and for which payment on an identical basis 
is made over and over again. Payments based 
on the number of hours or days worked and 
not on the accomplishment of a given single 
task are not considered payments on a fee 
basis. 
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‘‘(b) To determine whether the fee payment 

meets the minimum amount of salary re-
quired for exemption under these regula-
tions, the amount paid to the employee will 
be tested by determining the time worked on 
the job and whether the fee payment is at a 
rate that would amount to at least the min-
imum salary per week, as required by 
§541.600(a) and 541.602(a), if the employee 
worked 40 hours. Thus, an artist paid $350 for 
a picture that took 20 hours to complete 
meets the $684 minimum salary requirement 
for exemption since earnings at this rate 
would yield the artist $700 if 40 hours were 
worked. 
‘‘§ 541.606 Board, lodging or other facilities 

‘‘(a) To qualify for exemption under sec-
tion 13(a)(1) of the Act, an employee must 
earn the minimum salary amount set forth 
in §541.600, ‘exclusive of board, lodging or 
other facilities.’ The phrase ‘exclusive of 
board, lodging or other facilities’ means ‘free 
and clear’ or independent of any claimed 
credit for non-cash items of value that an 
employer may provide to an employee. Thus, 
the costs incurred by an employer to provide 
an employee with board, lodging or other fa-
cilities may not count towards the minimum 
salary amount required for exemption under 
this part 541. Such separate transactions are 
not prohibited between employers and their 
exempt employees, but the costs to employ-
ers associated with such transactions may 
not be considered when determining if an 
employee has received the full required min-
imum salary payment. 

‘‘(b) Regulations defining what constitutes 
‘board, lodging, or other facilities’ are con-
tained in 29 CFR part 531. As described in 29 
CFR 531.32, the term ‘other facilities’ refers 
to items similar to board and lodging, such 
as meals furnished at company restaurants 
or cafeterias or by hospitals, hotels, or res-
taurants to their employees; meals, dor-
mitory rooms, and tuition furnished by a 
college to its student employees; merchan-
dise furnished at company stores or com-
missaries, including articles of food, cloth-
ing, and household effects; housing furnished 
for dwelling purposes; and transportation 
furnished to employees for ordinary com-
muting between their homes and work. 
ø‘‘§ 541.607 Reserved by 85 FR 34970 Effective: 

June 8, 2020 <<541.607 - Reserved.>> 
‘‘Subpart H—Definitions and Miscellaneous 

Provisions (§§541.700-541.710) 
‘‘§ 541.700 Primary duty 

‘‘(a) To qualify for exemption under this 
part, an employee’s ‘primary duty’ must be 
the performance of exempt work. The term 
‘primary duty’ means the principal, main, 
major or most important duty that the em-
ployee performs. Determination of an em-
ployee’s primary duty must be based on all 
the facts in a particular case, with the major 
emphasis on the character of the employee’s 
job as a whole. Factors to consider when de-
termining the primary duty of an employee 
include, but are not limited to, the relative 
importance of the exempt duties as com-
pared with other types of duties; the amount 
of time spent performing exempt work; the 
employee’s relative freedom from direct su-
pervision; and the relationship between the 
employee’s salary and the wages paid to 
other employees for the kind of nonexempt 
work performed by the employee. 

‘‘(b) The amount of time spent performing 
exempt work can be a useful guide in deter-
mining whether exempt work is the primary 
duty of an employee. Thus, employees who 
spend more than 50 percent of their time per-
forming exempt work will generally satisfy 
the primary duty requirement. Time alone, 
however, is not the sole test, and nothing in 
this section requires that exempt employees 

spend more than 50 percent of their time per-
forming exempt work. Employees who do not 
spend more than 50 percent of their time per-
forming exempt duties may nonetheless 
meet the primary duty requirement if the 
other factors support such a conclusion. 

‘‘(c) Thus, for example, assistant managers 
in a retail establishment who perform ex-
empt executive work such as supervising and 
directing the work of other employees, or-
dering merchandise, managing the budget 
and authorizing payment of bills may have 
management as their primary duty even if 
the assistant managers spend more than 50 
percent of the time performing nonexempt 
work such as running the cash register. How-
ever, if such assistant managers are closely 
supervised and earn little more than the 
nonexempt employees, the assistant man-
agers generally would not satisfy the pri-
mary duty requirement. 
‘‘§ 541.701 Customarily and regularly 

‘‘The phrase ‘customarily and regularly’ 
means a frequency that must be greater than 
occasional but which, of course, may be less 
than constant. Tasks or work performed 
‘customarily and regularly’ includes work 
normally and recurrently performed every 
workweek; it does not include isolated or 
one-time tasks. 
‘‘§ 541.702 Exempt and nonexempt work 

‘‘The term ‘exempt work’ means all work 
described in §541.100, 541.101, 541.200, 541.300, 
541.301, 541.302, 541.303, 541.304, <<and>> 
541.400 øand 541.500¿, and the activities di-
rectly and closely related to such work. All 
other work is considered ‘nonexempt.’ 
‘‘§ 541.703 Directly and closely related 

‘‘(a) Work that is ‘directly and closely re-
lated’ to the performance of exempt work is 
also considered exempt work. The phrase ‘di-
rectly and closely related’ means tasks that 
are related to exempt duties and that con-
tribute to or facilitate performance of ex-
empt work. Thus, ‘directly and closely re-
lated’ work may include physical tasks and 
menial tasks that arise out of exempt duties, 
and the routine work without which the ex-
empt employee’s exempt work cannot be per-
formed properly. Work ‘directly and closely 
related’ to the performance of exempt duties 
may also include recordkeeping; monitoring 
and adjusting machinery; taking notes; 
using the computer to create documents or 
presentations; opening the mail for the pur-
pose of reading it and making decisions; and 
using a photocopier or fax machine. Work is 
not ‘directly and closely related’ if the work 
is remotely related or completely unrelated 
to exempt duties. 

‘‘(b) The following examples further illus-
trate the type of work that is and is not nor-
mally considered as directly and closely re-
lated to exempt work: 

‘‘(1) Keeping time, production or sales 
records for subordinates is work directly and 
closely related to an exempt executive’s 
function of managing a department and su-
pervising employees. 

‘‘(2) The distribution of materials, mer-
chandise or supplies to maintain control of 
the flow of and expenditures for such items 
is directly and closely related to the per-
formance of exempt duties. 

‘‘(3) A supervisor who spot checks and ex-
amines the work of subordinates to deter-
mine whether they are performing their du-
ties properly, and whether the product is sat-
isfactory, is performing work which is di-
rectly and closely related to managerial and 
supervisory functions, so long as the check-
ing is distinguishable from the work ordi-
narily performed by a nonexempt inspector. 

‘‘(4) A supervisor who sets up a machine 
may be engaged in exempt work, depending 
upon the nature of the industry and the oper-

ation. In some cases the setup work, or ad-
justment of the machine for a particular job, 
is typically performed by the same employ-
ees who operate the machine. Such setup 
work is part of the production operation and 
is not exempt. In other cases, the setting up 
of the work is a highly skilled operation 
which the ordinary production worker or 
machine tender typically does not perform. 
In large plants, non-supervisors may perform 
such work. However, particularly in small 
plants, such work may be a regular duty of 
the executive and is directly and closely re-
lated to the executive’s responsibility for the 
work performance of subordinates and for 
the adequacy of the final product. Under 
such circumstances, it is exempt work. 

‘‘(5) A department manager in a retail or 
service establishment who walks about the 
sales floor observing the work of sales per-
sonnel under the employee’s supervision to 
determine the effectiveness of their sales 
techniques, checks on the quality of cus-
tomer service being given, or observes cus-
tomer preferences is performing work which 
is directly and closely related to managerial 
and supervisory functions. 

‘‘(6) A business consultant may take exten-
sive notes recording the flow of work and 
materials through the office or plant of the 
client; after returning to the office of the 
employer, the consultant may personally use 
the computer to type a report and create a 
proposed table of organization. Standing 
alone, or separated from the primary duty, 
such note-taking and typing would be rou-
tine in nature. However, because this work is 
necessary for analyzing the data and making 
recommendations, the work is directly and 
closely related to exempt work. While it is 
possible to assign note-taking and typing to 
nonexempt employees, and in fact it is fre-
quently the practice to do so, delegating 
such routine tasks is not required as a condi-
tion of exemption. 

‘‘(7) A øcredit¿ manager who makes and ad-
ministers the øcredit¿<<budget>> policy of 
the øemployer¿<<employing office>>, estab-
lishes øcredit¿<<spending>> limits for øcus-
tomers¿<<the employing office>>, <<and>> 
authorizes øthe shipment of orders on credit, 
and makes decisions on whether to exceed 
credit limits¿<<expenditures>> would be 
performing work exempt under §541.200. 
Work that is directly and closely related to 
these exempt duties may include checking 
the status of accounts to determine whether 
the credit limit would be exceeded by the 
shipment of a new order, removing credit re-
ports from the files for analysis, and writing 
letters giving credit data and experience to 
other employers or credit agencies. 

‘‘(8) A traffic manager in charge of plan-
ning a company’s transportation, including 
the most economical and quickest routes for 
shipping merchandise to and from the plant, 
contracting for common-carrier and other 
transportation facilities, negotiating with 
carriers for adjustments for damages to mer-
chandise, and making the necessary re-
arrangements resulting from delays, dam-
ages or irregularities in transit, is per-
forming exempt work. If the employee also 
spends part of the day taking telephone or-
ders for local deliveries, such order-taking is 
a routine function and is not directly and 
closely related to the exempt work. 

‘‘(9) An example of work directly and close-
ly related to exempt professional duties is a 
chemist performing menial tasks such as 
cleaning a test tube in the middle of an 
original experiment, even though such me-
nial tasks can be assigned to laboratory as-
sistants. 

‘‘(10) A teacher performs work directly and 
closely related to exempt duties when, while 
taking students on a field trip, the teacher 
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drives a school van or monitors the students’ 
behavior in a restaurant. 
‘‘§ 541.704 Use of manuals 

‘‘The use of manuals, guidelines or other 
established procedures containing or relat-
ing to highly technical, scientific, legal, fi-
nancial or other similarly complex matters 
that can be understood or interpreted only 
by those with advanced or specialized knowl-
edge or skills does not preclude exemption 
under section 13(a)(1) of the Act or the regu-
lations in this part. Such manuals and proce-
dures provide guidance in addressing dif-
ficult or novel circumstances and thus use of 
such reference material would not affect an 
employee’s exempt status. The section 
13(a)(1) exemptions are not available, how-
ever, for employees who simply apply well- 
established techniques or procedures de-
scribed in manuals or other sources within 
closely prescribed limits to determine the 
correct response to an inquiry or set of cir-
cumstances. 
‘‘§ 541.705 Trainees 

‘‘The executive, administrative, profes-
sional, øoutside sales¿ and computer em-
ployee exemptions do not apply to employees 
training for employment in an executive, ad-
ministrative, professional, øoutside sales¿ or 
computer employee capacity who are not ac-
tually performing the duties of an executive, 
administrative, professional, øoutside sales¿ 

or computer employee. 
‘‘§ 541.706 Emergencies 

‘‘(a) An exempt employee will not lose the 
exemption by performing work of a normally 
nonexempt nature because of the existence 
of an emergency. Thus, when emergencies 
arise that threaten the safety of employees, 
a cessation of operations or serious damage 
to the employer’s property, any work per-
formed in an effort to prevent such results is 
considered exempt work. 

‘‘(b) An ‘emergency’ does not include oc-
currences that are not beyond control or for 
which the employer can reasonably provide 
in the normal course of business. Emer-
gencies generally occur only rarely, and are 
events that the employer cannot reasonably 
anticipate. 

‘‘(c) The following examples illustrate the 
distinction between emergency work consid-
ered exempt work and routine work that is 
not exempt work: 

‘‘(1) øA mine superintendent who pitches in 
after an explosion and digs out workers who 
are trapped in the mine is still a bona fide 
executive.¿<<Reserved.>> 

‘‘(2) Assisting nonexempt employees with 
their work during periods of heavy workload 
or to handle rush orders is not exempt work. 

‘‘(3) Replacing a nonexempt employee dur-
ing the first day or partial day of an illness 
may be considered exempt emergency work 
depending on factors such as the size of the 
øestablishment¿<<location>> and of the ex-
ecutive’s department, the nature of the øin-
dustry¿<<work performed by the employing 
office>>, the consequences that would flow 
from the failure to replace the ailing em-
ployee immediately, and the feasibility of 
filling the employee’s place promptly. 

‘‘(4) Regular repair and cleaning of equip-
ment is not emergency work, even when nec-
essary to prevent fire or explosion; however, 
repairing equipment may be emergency work 
if the breakdown of or damage to the equip-
ment was caused by accident or carelessness 
that the employer could not reasonably an-
ticipate. 
‘‘§ 541.707 Occasional tasks 

‘‘Occasional, infrequently recurring tasks 
that cannot practicably be performed by 
nonexempt employees, but are the means for 
an exempt employee to properly carry out 
exempt functions and responsibilities, are 

considered exempt work. The following fac-
tors should be considered in determining 
whether such work is exempt work: Whether 
the same work is performed by any of the ex-
empt employee’s subordinates; practicability 
of delegating the work to a nonexempt em-
ployee; whether the exempt employee per-
forms the task frequently or occasionally; 
and existence of an industry practice for the 
exempt employee to perform the task. 
‘‘§ 541.708 Combination exemptions 

‘‘Employees who perform a combination of 
exempt duties as set forth in the regulations 
in this part for executive, administrative, 
professional, øoutside sales¿ and computer 
employees may qualify for exemption. Thus, 
for example, an employee whose primary 
duty involves a combination of exempt ad-
ministrative and exempt executive work 
may qualify for exemption. In other words, 
work that is exempt under one section of 
this part will not defeat the exemption under 
any other section. 
ø‘‘§ 541.709 Motion picture producing indus-

try 
ø‘‘The requirement that the employee be 

paid ‘on a salary basis’ does not apply to an 
employee in the motion picture producing 
industry who is compensated at a base rate 
of at least $1,043 per week (exclusive of 
board, lodging, or other facilities). Thus, an 
employee in this industry who is otherwise 
exempt under subparts B, C, or D of this 
part, and who is employed at a base rate of 
at least the applicable current minimum 
amount a week is exempt if paid a propor-
tionate amount (based on a week of not more 
than 6 days) for any week in which the em-
ployee does not work a full workweek for 
any reason. Moreover, an otherwise exempt 
employee in this industry qualifies for ex-
emption if the employee is employed at a 
daily rate under the following cir-
cumstances:¿ 

ø‘‘(a) The employee is in a job category for 
which a weekly base rate is not provided and 
the daily base rate would yield at least the 
minimum weekly amount if 6 days were 
worked; or¿ 

ø‘‘(b) The employee is in a job category 
having the minimum weekly base rate and 
the daily base rate is at least one-sixth of 
such weekly base rate.¿ 

‘‘§ 541.709 <<Reserved.>> 
‘‘§ 541.710 øEmployees of public agen-

cies¿<<Effect of certain deductions on ex-
empt employee pay>> 
‘‘(a) An employee øof a public agency¿ who 

otherwise meets the salary basis require-
ments of §541.602 shall not be disqualified 
from exemption under §541.100, 541.200, 541.300 
or 541.400 on the basis that such employee is 
paid according to a pay system established 
by statute, ordinance or regulation, or by a 
policy or practice established pursuant to 
principles of public accountability, under 
which the employee accrues personal leave 
and sick leave and which requires the øpublic 
agency¿ employee’s pay to be reduced or 
such employee to be placed on leave without 
pay for absences for personal reasons or be-
cause of illness or injury of less than one 
work-day when accrued leave is not used by 
an employee because: 

‘‘(1) Permission for its use has not been 
sought or has been sought and denied; 

‘‘(2) Accrued leave has been exhausted; or 
‘‘(3) The employee chooses to use leave 

without pay. 
‘‘(b) Deductions from the pay of an em-

ployee øof a public agency¿ for absences due 
to a budget-required furlough shall not dis-
qualify the employee from being paid on a 
salary basis except in the workweek in which 
the furlough occurs and for which the em-
ployee’s pay is accordingly reduced.’’. 

DIRECTING THE CLERK OF THE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
TO MAKE A CORRECTION IN THE 
ENROLLMENT OF H.R. 2617 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 1518, H. Con. 
Res. 124 is considered adopted. 

The text of the concurrent resolution 
is as follows: 

H. CON. RES. 124 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That, in the enrollment of 
the bill H.R. 2617, the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives shall make the following 
corrections: 

(1) Strike all after the enacting clause 
through page 3, line 19 (the first sections 1 
and 2). 

(2) Strike ‘‘Division C’’ and all that follows 
through the end. 

f 

PERFORMANCE ENHANCEMENT 
REFORM ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 1518, the Sen-
ate amendments to H.R. 2617 numbered 
1, 2, 3, and 5 are considered as agreed 
to. 

The Senate amendment number 4 to 
H.R. 2617 is considered as agreed to 
with an amendment consisting of the 
text of Rules Committee Print 117–73. 

Senate amendments: 
Ω1æOn page 3, line 12, strike øChief¿ 

Ω2æOn page 3, line 12, strike øOffice¿ and in-
sert: Officer of each agency 
Ω3æOn page 3, line 17, after ‘‘equivalent)’’ in-
sert: of that agency 
Ω4æOn page 3, line 19, after ‘‘(5)’’ insert: for 
that agency 
Ω5æOn page 4, line 1, strike øHouse¿ and in-
sert: Senate 

The text of the House amendment to 
Senate amendment No. 4 is as follows: 
HOUSE AMENDMENT TO SENATE AMENDMENT TO 

H.R. 2617 

At the end of the matter inserted by the Sen-
ate, insert the following: .’’. 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Agriculture, 
Rural Development, Food and Drug Administra-
tion, and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 
2023’’. 
SEC. 2. TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

The table of contents of this Act is as follows: 

Sec. 1. Short Title. 
Sec. 2. Table of Contents. 
Sec. 3. References. 
Sec. 4. Statement of Appropriations. 

DIVISION A—AGRICULTURE, RURAL DE-
VELOPMENT, FOOD AND DRUG ADMINIS-
TRATION, AND RELATED AGENCIES AP-
PROPRIATIONS ACT, 2023 

DIVISION B—WAYS & MEANS 

DIVISION C 

SEC. 3. REFERENCES. 

Except as expressly provided otherwise, any 
reference to ‘‘this Act’’ contained in any divi-
sion of this Act shall be treated as referring only 
to the provisions of that division. 
SEC. 4. STATEMENT OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

The following sums in this Act are appro-
priated, out of any money in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2023. 
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DIVISION A—AGRICULTURE, RURAL DE-

VELOPMENT, FOOD AND DRUG ADMINIS-
TRATION, AND RELATED AGENCIES AP-
PROPRIATIONS ACT, 2023 

TITLE I 

AGRICULTURAL PROGRAMS 

PROCESSING, RESEARCH, AND MARKETING 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses of the Office of the 
Secretary, $69,845,000, of which not to exceed 
$8,432,000 shall be available for the immediate 
Office of the Secretary; not to exceed $1,396,000 
shall be available for the Office of Homeland Se-
curity; not to exceed $5,190,000 shall be available 
for the Office of Tribal Relations; not to exceed 
$11,287,000 shall be available for the Office of 
Partnerships and Public Engagement, of which 
$1,500,000 shall be for 7 U.S.C. 2279(c)(5); not to 
exceed $28,822,000 shall be available for the Of-
fice of the Assistant Secretary for Administra-
tion, of which $27,116,000 shall be available for 
Departmental Administration to provide for nec-
essary expenses for management support serv-
ices to offices of the Department and for general 
administration, security, repairs and alter-
ations, and other miscellaneous supplies and ex-
penses not otherwise provided for and necessary 
for the practical and efficient work of the De-
partment: Provided, That funds made available 
by this Act to an agency in the Administration 
mission area for salaries and expenses are avail-
able to fund up to one administrative support 
staff for the Office; not to exceed $4,609,000 shall 
be available for the Office of Assistant Secretary 
for Congressional Relations and Intergovern-
mental Affairs to carry out the programs funded 
by this Act, including programs involving inter-
governmental affairs and liaison within the ex-
ecutive branch; and not to exceed $10,109,000 
shall be available for the Office of Communica-
tions: Provided further, That the Secretary of 
Agriculture is authorized to transfer funds ap-
propriated for any office of the Office of the 
Secretary to any other office of the Office of the 
Secretary: Provided further, That no appropria-
tion for any office shall be increased or de-
creased by more than 5 percent: Provided fur-
ther, That not to exceed $22,000 of the amount 
made available under this paragraph for the im-
mediate Office of the Secretary shall be avail-
able for official reception and representation ex-
penses, not otherwise provided for, as deter-
mined by the Secretary: Provided further, That 
the amount made available under this heading 
for Departmental Administration shall be reim-
bursed from applicable appropriations in this 
Act for travel expenses incident to the holding 
of hearings as required by 5 U.S.C. 551–558: Pro-
vided further, That funds made available under 
this heading for the Office of the Assistant Sec-
retary for Congressional Relations and Inter-
governmental Affairs shall be transferred to 
agencies of the Department of Agriculture fund-
ed by this Act to maintain personnel at the 
agency level: Provided further, That no funds 
made available under this heading for the Office 
of Assistant Secretary for Congressional Rela-
tions may be obligated after 30 days from the 
date of enactment of this Act, unless the Sec-
retary has notified the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress on the al-
location of these funds by USDA agency: Pro-
vided further, That during any 30 day notifica-
tion period referenced in section 716 of this Act, 
the Secretary of Agriculture shall take no action 
to begin implementation of the action that is 
subject to section 716 of this Act or make any 
public announcement of such action in any 
form. 

EXECUTIVE OPERATIONS 

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ECONOMIST 

For necessary expenses of the Office of the 
Chief Economist, $30,181,000, of which $8,000,000 
shall be for grants or cooperative agreements for 

policy research under 7 U.S.C. 3155: Provided, 
That of the amounts made available under this 
heading, $500,000 shall be available to carry out 
section 224 of subtitle A of the Department of 
Agriculture Reorganization Act of 1994 (7 U.S.C. 
6924), as amended by section 12504 of Public 
Law 115–334. 

OFFICE OF HEARINGS AND APPEALS 

For necessary expenses of the Office of Hear-
ings and Appeals, $16,703,000. 

OFFICE OF BUDGET AND PROGRAM ANALYSIS 

For necessary expenses of the Office of Budget 
and Program Analysis, $16,967,000. 

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF INFORMATION OFFICER 

For necessary expenses of the Office of the 
Chief Information Officer, $93,284,000, of which 
not less than $77,428,000 is for cybersecurity re-
quirements of the department. 

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER 

For necessary expenses of the Office of the 
Chief Financial Officer, $9,559,000. 

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR CIVIL 
RIGHTS 

For necessary expenses of the Office of the As-
sistant Secretary for Civil Rights, $1,466,000: 
Provided, That funds made available by this Act 
to an agency in the Civil Rights mission area for 
salaries and expenses are available to fund up 
to one administrative support staff for the Of-
fice. 

OFFICE OF CIVIL RIGHTS 

For necessary expenses of the Office of Civil 
Rights, $37,595,000. 

AGRICULTURE BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

For payment of space rental and related costs 
pursuant to Public Law 92–313, including au-
thorities pursuant to the 1984 delegation of au-
thority from the Administrator of General Serv-
ices to the Department of Agriculture under 40 
U.S.C. 121, for programs and activities of the 
Department which are included in this Act, and 
for alterations and other actions needed for the 
Department and its agencies to consolidate 
unneeded space into configurations suitable for 
release to the Administrator of General Services, 
and for the operation, maintenance, improve-
ment, and repair of Agriculture buildings and 
facilities, and for related costs, $68,858,000, to 
remain available until expended. 

HAZARDOUS MATERIALS MANAGEMENT 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses of the Department of 
Agriculture, to comply with the Comprehensive 
Environmental Response, Compensation, and 
Liability Act (42 U.S.C. 9601 et seq.) and the 
Solid Waste Disposal Act (42 U.S.C. 6901 et seq.), 
$8,581,000, to remain available until expended: 
Provided, That appropriations and funds avail-
able herein to the Department for Hazardous 
Materials Management may be transferred to 
any agency of the Department for its use in 
meeting all requirements pursuant to the above 
Acts on Federal and non-Federal lands. 

OFFICE OF SAFETY, SECURITY, AND PROTECTION 

For necessary expenses of the Office of Safety, 
Security, and Protection, $21,800,000. 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 

For necessary expenses of the Office of In-
spector General, including employment pursu-
ant to the Inspector General Act of 1978 (Public 
Law 95–452; 5 U.S.C. App.), $111,061,000, includ-
ing such sums as may be necessary for con-
tracting and other arrangements with public 
agencies and private persons pursuant to sec-
tion 6(a)(9) of the Inspector General Act of 1978 
(Public Law 95–452; 5 U.S.C. App.), and includ-
ing not to exceed $125,000 for certain confiden-
tial operational expenses, including the pay-
ment of informants, to be expended under the 
direction of the Inspector General pursuant to 
the Inspector General Act of 1978 (Public Law 

95–452; 5 U.S.C. App.) and section 1337 of the 
Agriculture and Food Act of 1981 (Public Law 
97–98). 

OFFICE OF THE GENERAL COUNSEL 

For necessary expenses of the Office of the 
General Counsel, $62,137,000. 

OFFICE OF ETHICS 

For necessary expenses of the Office of Ethics, 
$5,556,000. 

OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR 
RESEARCH, EDUCATION, AND ECONOMICS 

For necessary expenses of the Office of the 
Under Secretary for Research, Education, and 
Economics, $3,384,000: Provided, That funds 
made available by this Act to an agency in the 
Research, Education, and Economics mission 
area for salaries and expenses are available to 
fund up to one administrative support staff for 
the Office: Provided further, That of the 
amounts made available under this heading, 
$2,000,000 shall be made available for the Office 
of the Chief Scientist. 

ECONOMIC RESEARCH SERVICE 

For necessary expenses of the Economic Re-
search Service, $90,612,000. 

NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS SERVICE 

For necessary expenses of the National Agri-
cultural Statistics Service, $211,023,000, of which 
up to $66,361,000 shall be available until ex-
pended for the Census of Agriculture: Provided, 
That amounts made available for the Census of 
Agriculture may be used to conduct Current In-
dustrial Report surveys subject to 7 U.S.C. 
2204g(d) and (f). 

AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH SERVICE 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Agricultural Re-
search Service and for acquisition of lands by 
donation, exchange, or purchase at a nominal 
cost not to exceed $100, and for land exchanges 
where the lands exchanged shall be of equal 
value or shall be equalized by a payment of 
money to the grantor which shall not exceed 25 
percent of the total value of the land or interests 
transferred out of Federal ownership, 
$1,737,629,000: Provided, That appropriations 
hereunder shall be available for the operation 
and maintenance of aircraft and the purchase 
of not to exceed one for replacement only: Pro-
vided further, That appropriations hereunder 
shall be available pursuant to 7 U.S.C. 2250 for 
the construction, alteration, and repair of build-
ings and improvements, but unless otherwise 
provided, the cost of constructing any one build-
ing shall not exceed $500,000, except for 
headhouses or greenhouses which shall each be 
limited to $1,800,000, except for 10 buildings to be 
constructed or improved at a cost not to exceed 
$1,100,000 each, and except for four buildings to 
be constructed at a cost not to exceed $5,000,000 
each, and the cost of altering any one building 
during the fiscal year shall not exceed 10 per-
cent of the current replacement value of the 
building or $500,000, whichever is greater: Pro-
vided further, That appropriations hereunder 
shall be available for entering into lease agree-
ments at any Agricultural Research Service lo-
cation for the construction of a research facility 
by a non-Federal entity for use by the Agricul-
tural Research Service and a condition of the 
lease shall be that any facility shall be owned, 
operated, and maintained by the non-Federal 
entity and shall be removed upon the expiration 
or termination of the lease agreement: Provided 
further, That the limitations on alterations con-
tained in this Act shall not apply to moderniza-
tion or replacement of existing facilities at Belts-
ville, Maryland: Provided further, That appro-
priations hereunder shall be available for grant-
ing easements at the Beltsville Agricultural Re-
search Center: Provided further, That the fore-
going limitations shall not apply to replacement 
of buildings needed to carry out the Act of April 
24, 1948 (21 U.S.C. 113a): Provided further, That 
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appropriations hereunder shall be available for 
granting easements at any Agricultural Re-
search Service location for the construction of a 
research facility by a non-Federal entity for use 
by, and acceptable to, the Agricultural Research 
Service and a condition of the easements shall 
be that upon completion the facility shall be ac-
cepted by the Secretary, subject to the avail-
ability of funds herein, if the Secretary finds 
that acceptance of the facility is in the interest 
of the United States: Provided further, That 
funds may be received from any State, other po-
litical subdivision, organization, or individual 
for the purpose of establishing or operating any 
research facility or research project of the Agri-
cultural Research Service, as authorized by law. 

BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES 

For the acquisition of land, construction, re-
pair, improvement, extension, alteration, and 
purchase of fixed equipment or facilities as nec-
essary to carry out the agricultural research 
programs of the Department of Agriculture, 
where not otherwise provided, $57,305,000 to re-
main available until expended, of which 
$25,900,000 shall be for the purposes, and in the 
amounts, specified for this account in the table 
titled ‘‘Community Project Funding’’ in the re-
port accompanying this Act. 

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 

RESEARCH AND EDUCATION ACTIVITIES 

For payments to agricultural experiment sta-
tions, for cooperative forestry and other re-
search, for facilities, and for other expenses, 
$1,142,021,000, which shall be for the purposes, 
and in the amounts, specified in the table titled 
‘‘National Institute of Food and Agriculture, 
Research and Education Activities’’ in the re-
port accompanying this Act: Provided, That 
funds for research grants for 1994 institutions, 
education grants for 1890 institutions, Hispanic 
serving institutions education grants, capacity 
building for non-land-grant colleges of agri-
culture, the agriculture and food research ini-
tiative, veterinary medicine loan repayment, 
multicultural scholars, graduate fellowship and 
institution challenge grants, grants management 
systems, tribal colleges education equity grants, 
and scholarships at 1890 institutions shall re-
main available until expended: Provided fur-
ther, That each institution eligible to receive 
funds under the Evans-Allen program receives 
no less than $1,000,000: Provided further, That 
funds for education grants for Alaska Native 
and Native Hawaiian-serving institutions be 
made available to individual eligible institutions 
or consortia of eligible institutions with funds 
awarded equally to each of the States of Alaska 
and Hawaii: Provided further, That funds for 
providing grants for food and agricultural 
sciences for Alaska Native and Native Hawai-
ian-Serving institutions and for Insular Areas 
shall remain available until September 30, 2024: 
Provided further, That funds for education 
grants for 1890 institutions shall be made avail-
able to institutions eligible to receive funds 
under 7 U.S.C. 3221 and 3222: Provided further, 
That not more than 5 percent of the amounts 
made available by this or any other Act to carry 
out the Agriculture and Food Research Initia-
tive under 7 U.S.C. 3157 may be retained by the 
Secretary of Agriculture to pay administrative 
costs incurred by the Secretary in carrying out 
that authority. 

NATIVE AMERICAN INSTITUTIONS ENDOWMENT 
FUND 

For the Native American Institutions Endow-
ment Fund authorized by Public Law 103–382 (7 
U.S.C. 301 note), $11,880,000, to remain available 
until expended. 

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES 

For payments to States, the District of Colum-
bia, Puerto Rico, Guam, the Virgin Islands, Mi-
cronesia, the Northern Marianas, and American 
Samoa, $586,502,000, which shall be for the pur-
poses, and in the amounts, specified in the table 

titled ‘‘National Institute of Food and Agri-
culture, Extension Activities’’ in the report ac-
companying this Act: Provided, That funds for 
extension services at 1994 institutions and for 
facility improvements at 1890 institutions shall 
remain available until expended: Provided fur-
ther, That institutions eligible to receive funds 
under 7 U.S.C. 3221 for cooperative extension re-
ceive no less than $1,000,000: Provided further, 
That funds for cooperative extension under sec-
tions 3(b) and (c) of the Smith-Lever Act (7 
U.S.C. 343(b) and (c)) and section 208(c) of Pub-
lic Law 93–471 shall be available for retirement 
and employees’ compensation costs for extension 
agents. 

INTEGRATED ACTIVITIES 
For the integrated research, education, and 

extension grants programs, including necessary 
administrative expenses, $39,500,000, which shall 
be for the purposes, and in the amounts, speci-
fied in the table titled ‘‘National Institute of 
Food and Agriculture, Integrated Activities’’ in 
the report accompanying this Act: Provided, 
That funds for the Food and Agriculture De-
fense Initiative shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2024: Provided further, That notwith-
standing any other provision of law, indirect 
costs shall not be charged against any Exten-
sion Implementation Program Area grant 
awarded under the Crop Protection/Pest Man-
agement Program (7 U.S.C. 7626). 

OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR 
MARKETING AND REGULATORY PROGRAMS 

For necessary expenses of the Office of the 
Under Secretary for Marketing and Regulatory 
Programs, $1,617,000: Provided, That funds 
made available by this Act to an agency in the 
Marketing and Regulatory Programs mission 
area for salaries and expenses are available to 
fund up to one administrative support staff for 
the Office. 
ANIMAL AND PLANT HEALTH INSPECTION SERVICE 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses of the Animal and 
Plant Health Inspection Service, including up to 
$30,000 for representation allowances and for ex-
penses pursuant to the Foreign Service Act of 
1980 (22 U.S.C. 4085), $1,164,209,000, of which 
$530,000, to remain available until expended, 
shall be available for the control of outbreaks of 
insects, plant diseases, animal diseases and for 
control of pest animals and birds (‘‘contingency 
fund’’) to the extent necessary to meet emer-
gency conditions; of which $15,950,000, to re-
main available until expended, shall be used for 
the cotton pests program, including for cost 
share purposes or for debt retirement for active 
eradication zones; of which $39,183,000, to re-
main available until expended, shall be for Ani-
mal Health Technical Services; of which 
$4,096,000 shall be for activities under the au-
thority of the Horse Protection Act of 1970, as 
amended (15 U.S.C. 1831); of which $64,930,000, 
to remain available until expended, shall be 
used to support avian health; of which 
$4,251,000, to remain available until expended, 
shall be for information technology infrastruc-
ture; of which $219,698,000, to remain available 
until expended, shall be for specialty crop pests; 
of which, $14,986,000, to remain available until 
expended, shall be for field crop and rangeland 
ecosystem pests; of which $24,067,000, to remain 
available until expended, shall be for zoonotic 
disease management; of which $44,117,000, to re-
main available until expended, shall be for 
emergency preparedness and response; of which 
$62,562,000, to remain available until expended, 
shall be for tree and wood pests; of which 
$6,528,000, to remain available until expended, 
shall be for the National Veterinary Stockpile; 
of which up to $1,500,000, to remain available 
until expended, shall be for the scrapie program 
for indemnities; of which $2,500,000, to remain 
available until expended, shall be for the wild-
life damage management program for aviation 

safety: Provided, That of amounts available 
under this heading for wildlife services methods 
development, $1,000,000 shall remain available 
until expended: Provided further, That of 
amounts available under this heading for the 
screwworm program, $4,990,000 shall remain 
available until expended; of which $24,527,000, 
to remain available until expended, shall be 
used to carry out the science program and tran-
sition activities for the National Bio and Agro- 
defense Facility located in Manhattan, Kansas: 
Provided further, That no funds shall be used to 
formulate or administer a brucellosis eradication 
program for the current fiscal year that does not 
require minimum matching by the States of at 
least 40 percent: Provided further, That this ap-
propriation shall be available for the purchase, 
replacement, operation, and maintenance of air-
craft: Provided further, That in addition, in 
emergencies which threaten any segment of the 
agricultural production industry of the United 
States, the Secretary may transfer from other 
appropriations or funds available to the agen-
cies or corporations of the Department such 
sums as may be deemed necessary, to be avail-
able only in such emergencies for the arrest and 
eradication of contagious or infectious disease 
or pests of animals, poultry, or plants, and for 
expenses in accordance with sections 10411 and 
10417 of the Animal Health Protection Act (7 
U.S.C. 8310 and 8316) and sections 431 and 442 
of the Plant Protection Act (7 U.S.C. 7751 and 
7772), and any unexpended balances of funds 
transferred for such emergency purposes in the 
preceding fiscal year shall be merged with such 
transferred amounts: Provided further, That ap-
propriations hereunder shall be available pursu-
ant to law (7 U.S.C. 2250) for the repair and al-
teration of leased buildings and improvements, 
but unless otherwise provided the cost of alter-
ing any one building during the fiscal year shall 
not exceed 10 percent of the current replacement 
value of the building. 

In fiscal year 2023, the agency is authorized to 
collect fees to cover the total costs of providing 
technical assistance, goods, or services requested 
by States, other political subdivisions, domestic 
and international organizations, foreign govern-
ments, or individuals, provided that such fees 
are structured such that any entity’s liability 
for such fees is reasonably based on the tech-
nical assistance, goods, or services provided to 
the entity by the agency, and such fees shall be 
reimbursed to this account, to remain available 
until expended, without further appropriation, 
for providing such assistance, goods, or services. 

BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES 
For plans, construction, repair, preventive 

maintenance, environmental support, improve-
ment, extension, alteration, and purchase of 
fixed equipment or facilities, as authorized by 7 
U.S.C. 2250, and acquisition of land as author-
ized by 7 U.S.C. 2268a, $3,175,000, to remain 
available until expended. 

AGRICULTURAL MARKETING SERVICE 
MARKETING SERVICES 

For necessary expenses of the Agricultural 
Marketing Service, $242,913,000, of which 
$7,504,000 shall be available for the purposes of 
section 12306 of Public Law 113–79: Provided, 
That of the amounts made available under this 
heading, $25,000,000, to remain available until 
expended, shall be to carry out section 12513 of 
Public Law 115–334: Provided further, That this 
appropriation shall be available pursuant to law 
(7 U.S.C. 2250) for the alteration and repair of 
buildings and improvements, but the cost of al-
tering any one building during the fiscal year 
shall not exceed 10 percent of the current re-
placement value of the building. 

Fees may be collected for the cost of standard-
ization activities, as established by regulation 
pursuant to law (31 U.S.C. 9701), except for the 
cost of activities relating to the development or 
maintenance of grain standards under the 
United States Grain Standards Act, 7 U.S.C. 71 
et seq. 
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LIMITATION ON ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES 

Not to exceed $62,596,000 (from fees collected) 
shall be obligated during the current fiscal year 
for administrative expenses: Provided, That if 
crop size is understated and/or other uncontrol-
lable events occur, the agency may exceed this 
limitation by up to 10 percent with notification 
to the Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress. 

FUNDS FOR STRENGTHENING MARKETS, INCOME, 
AND SUPPLY (SECTION 32) 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

Funds available under section 32 of the Act of 
August 24, 1935 (7 U.S.C. 612c), shall be used 
only for commodity program expenses as author-
ized therein, and other related operating ex-
penses, except for: (1) transfers to the Depart-
ment of Commerce as authorized by the Fish 
and Wildlife Act of 1956 (16 U.S.C. 742a et seq.); 
(2) transfers otherwise provided in this Act; and 
(3) not more than $21,501,000 for formulation 
and administration of marketing agreements 
and orders pursuant to the Agricultural Mar-
keting Agreement Act of 1937 and the Agricul-
tural Act of 1961 (Public Law 87–128). 

PAYMENTS TO STATES AND POSSESSIONS 

For payments to departments of agriculture, 
bureaus and departments of markets, and simi-
lar agencies for marketing activities under sec-
tion 204(b) of the Agricultural Marketing Act of 
1946 (7 U.S.C. 1623(b)), $1,235,000. 

LIMITATION ON INSPECTION AND WEIGHING 
SERVICES EXPENSES 

Not to exceed $55,000,000 (from fees collected) 
shall be obligated during the current fiscal year 
for inspection and weighing services: Provided, 
That if grain export activities require additional 
supervision and oversight, or other uncontrol-
lable factors occur, this limitation may be ex-
ceeded by up to 10 percent with notification to 
the Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress. 

OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR FOOD 
SAFETY 

For necessary expenses of the Office of the 
Under Secretary for Food Safety, $1,117,000: 
Provided, That funds made available by this Act 
to an agency in the Food Safety mission area 
for salaries and expenses are available to fund 
up to one administrative support staff for the 
Office. 

FOOD SAFETY AND INSPECTION SERVICE 

For necessary expenses to carry out services 
authorized by the Federal Meat Inspection Act, 
the Poultry Products Inspection Act, and the 
Egg Products Inspection Act, including not to 
exceed $10,000 for representation allowances and 
for expenses pursuant to section 8 of the Act ap-
proved August 3, 1956 (7 U.S.C. 1766), 
$1,180,364,000; and in addition, $1,000,000 may be 
credited to this account from fees collected for 
the cost of laboratory accreditation as author-
ized by section 1327 of the Food, Agriculture, 
Conservation and Trade Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 
138f): Provided, That funds provided for the 
Public Health Data Communication Infrastruc-
ture system shall remain available until ex-
pended: Provided further, That no fewer than 
148 full-time equivalent positions shall be em-
ployed during fiscal year 2023 for purposes dedi-
cated solely to inspections and enforcement re-
lated to the Humane Methods of Slaughter Act 
(7 U.S.C. 1901 et seq.): Provided further, That 
this appropriation shall be available pursuant 
to law (7 U.S.C. 2250) for the alteration and re-
pair of buildings and improvements, but the cost 
of altering any one building during the fiscal 
year shall not exceed 10 percent of the current 
replacement value of the building. 

TITLE II 
FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION 

PROGRAMS 
OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR FARM 

PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION 
For necessary expenses of the Office of the 

Under Secretary for Farm Production and Con-
servation, $1,727,000: Provided, That funds made 
available by this Act to an agency in the Farm 
Production and Conservation mission area for 
salaries and expenses are available to fund up 
to one administrative support staff for the Of-
fice. 
FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION BUSINESS 

CENTER 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 
For necessary expenses of the Farm Produc-

tion and Conservation Business Center, 
$257,684,000: Provided, That $60,228,000 of 
amounts appropriated for the current fiscal year 
pursuant to section 1241(a) of the Farm Security 
and Rural Investment Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 
3841(a)) shall be transferred to and merged with 
this account. 

FARM SERVICE AGENCY 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 
For necessary expenses of the Farm Service 

Agency, $1,229,396,000: Provided, That not more 
than 50 percent of the funding made available 
under this heading for information technology 
related to farm program delivery may be obli-
gated until the Secretary submits to the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress, and receives written or electronic notifica-
tion of receipt from such Committees of, a plan 
for expenditure that (1) identifies for each 
project/investment over $25,000 (a) the func-
tional and performance capabilities to be deliv-
ered and the mission benefits to be realized, (b) 
the estimated lifecycle cost for the entirety of 
the project/investment, including estimates for 
development as well as maintenance and oper-
ations, and (c) key milestones to be met; (2) dem-
onstrates that each project/investment is, (a) 
consistent with the Farm Service Agency Infor-
mation Technology Roadmap, (b) being man-
aged in accordance with applicable lifecycle 
management policies and guidance, and (c) sub-
ject to the applicable Department’s capital plan-
ning and investment control requirements; and 
(3) has been reviewed by the Government Ac-
countability Office and approved by the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of both Houses of 
Congress: Provided further, That the agency 
shall submit a report by the end of the fourth 
quarter of fiscal year 2023 to the Committees on 
Appropriations of both Houses of Congress and 
the Government Accountability Office, that 
identifies for each project/investment that is 
operational (a) current performance against key 
indicators of customer satisfaction, (b) current 
performance of service level agreements or other 
technical metrics, (c) current performance 
against a pre-established cost baseline, (d) a de-
tailed breakdown of current and planned spend-
ing on operational enhancements or upgrades, 
and (e) an assessment of whether the investment 
continues to meet business needs as intended as 
well as alternatives to the investment: Provided 
further, That the Secretary is authorized to use 
the services, facilities, and authorities (but not 
the funds) of the Commodity Credit Corporation 
to make program payments for all programs ad-
ministered by the Agency: Provided further, 
That other funds made available to the Agency 
for authorized activities may be advanced to 
and merged with this account: Provided further, 
That of the amount appropriated under this 
heading, $696,594,000 shall be made available to 
county committees, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided further, That, notwith-
standing the preceding proviso, any funds made 
available to county committees in the current 

fiscal year that the Administrator of the Farm 
Service Agency deems to exceed or not meet the 
amount needed for the county committees may 
be transferred to or from the Farm Service Agen-
cy for necessary expenses: Provided further, 
That none of the funds available to the Farm 
Service Agency shall be used to close Farm Serv-
ice Agency county offices: Provided further, 
That none of the funds available to the Farm 
Service Agency shall be used to permanently re-
locate county based employees that would result 
in an office with two or fewer employees with-
out prior notification and approval of the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of both Houses of 
Congress. 

STATE MEDIATION GRANTS 
For grants pursuant to section 502(b) of the 

Agricultural Credit Act of 1987, as amended (7 
U.S.C. 5101–5106), $7,000,000. 

GRASSROOTS SOURCE WATER PROTECTION 
PROGRAM 

For necessary expenses to carry out wellhead 
or groundwater protection activities under sec-
tion 1240O of the Food Security Act of 1985 (16 
U.S.C. 3839bb–2), $6,500,000, to remain available 
until expended. 

DAIRY INDEMNITY PROGRAM 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses involved in making in-
demnity payments to dairy farmers and manu-
facturers of dairy products under a dairy in-
demnity program, such sums as may be nec-
essary, to remain available until expended: Pro-
vided, That such program is carried out by the 
Secretary in the same manner as the dairy in-
demnity program described in the Agriculture, 
Rural Development, Food and Drug Administra-
tion, and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 
2001 (Public Law 106–387, 114 Stat. 1549A–12). 
GEOGRAPHICALLY DISADVANTAGED FARMERS AND 

RANCHERS 
For necessary expenses to carry out direct re-

imbursement payments to geographically dis-
advantaged farmers and ranchers under section 
1621 of the Food Conservation, and Energy Act 
of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 8792), $3,000,000, to remain 
available until expended. 

AGRICULTURAL CREDIT INSURANCE FUND 
PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 
For gross obligations for the principal amount 

of direct and guaranteed farm ownership (7 
U.S.C. 1922 et seq.) and operating (7 U.S.C. 1941 
et seq.) loans, emergency loans (7 U.S.C. 1961 et 
seq.), Indian tribe land acquisition loans (25 
U.S.C. 5136), boll weevil loans (7 U.S.C. 1989), 
guaranteed conservation loans (7 U.S.C. 1924 et 
seq.), relending program (7 U.S.C. 1936c), and 
Indian highly fractionated land loans (25 U.S.C. 
5136) to be available from funds in the Agricul-
tural Credit Insurance Fund, as follows: 
$3,500,000,000 for guaranteed farm ownership 
loans and $3,100,000,000 for farm ownership di-
rect loans; $2,118,491,000 for unsubsidized guar-
anteed operating loans and $1,633,333,000 for di-
rect operating loans; emergency loans, 
$4,062,000; Indian tribe land acquisition loans, 
$20,000,000; guaranteed conservation loans, 
$150,000,000; relending program, $61,426,000; In-
dian highly fractionated land loans, $5,000,000; 
and for boll weevil eradication program loans, 
$60,000,000: Provided, That the Secretary shall 
deem the pink bollworm to be a boll weevil for 
the purpose of boll weevil eradication program 
loans. 

For the cost of direct and guaranteed loans 
and grants, including the cost of modifying 
loans as defined in section 502 of the Congres-
sional Budget Act of 1974, as follows: $249,000 
for emergency loans, to remain available until 
expended; and $23,520,000 for direct farm oper-
ating loans, $11,228,000 for unsubsidized guar-
anteed farm operating loans, $10,983,000 for the 
relending program, and $894,000 for Indian 
highly fractionated land loans. 
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In addition, for administrative expenses nec-

essary to carry out the direct and guaranteed 
loan programs, $326,461,000: Provided, That of 
this amount, $305,803,000 shall be transferred to 
and merged with the appropriation for ‘‘Farm 
Service Agency, Salaries and Expenses’’. 

Funds appropriated by this Act to the Agri-
cultural Credit Insurance Program Account for 
farm ownership, operating and conservation di-
rect loans and guaranteed loans may be trans-
ferred among these programs: Provided, That 
the Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress are notified at least 15 days 
in advance of any transfer. 

RISK MANAGEMENT AGENCY 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Risk Manage-
ment Agency, $75,443,000; of which $4,500,000 
shall be available to conduct research and de-
velopment and carry out contracting and part-
nerships as described under subsections 522(c) 
and (d) of the Federal Crop Insurance Act, as 
amended (7 U.S.C. 1522(c) and (d)), in addition 
to amounts otherwise provided for such pur-
poses: Provided, That $1,000,000 of the amount 
appropriated under this heading in this Act 
shall be available for compliance and integrity 
activities required under section 516(b)(2)(C) of 
the Federal Crop Insurance Act of 1938 (7 U.S.C. 
1516(b)(2)(C)), and shall be in addition to 
amounts otherwise provided for such purpose: 
Provided further, That not to exceed $1,000 shall 
be available for official reception and represen-
tation expenses, as authorized by 7 U.S.C. 
1506(i). 

NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE 
CONSERVATION OPERATIONS 

For necessary expenses for carrying out the 
provisions of the Act of April 27, 1935 (16 U.S.C. 
590a–f), including preparation of conservation 
plans and establishment of measures to conserve 
soil and water (including farm irrigation and 
land drainage and such special measures for soil 
and water management as may be necessary to 
prevent floods and the siltation of reservoirs and 
to control agricultural related pollutants); oper-
ation of conservation plant materials centers; 
classification and mapping of soil; dissemination 
of information; acquisition of lands, water, and 
interests therein for use in the plant materials 
program by donation, exchange, or purchase at 
a nominal cost not to exceed $100 pursuant to 
the Act of August 3, 1956 (7 U.S.C. 2268a); pur-
chase and erection or alteration or improvement 
of permanent and temporary buildings; and op-
eration and maintenance of aircraft, 
$1,023,777,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2024, of which up to $22,973,000 shall 
be for the purposes, and in the amounts, speci-
fied for this account in the table titled ‘‘Commu-
nity Project Funding’’ in the report accom-
panying this Act: Provided further, That appro-
priations hereunder shall be available pursuant 
to 7 U.S.C. 2250 for construction and improve-
ment of buildings and public improvements at 
plant materials centers, except that the cost of 
alterations and improvements to other buildings 
and other public improvements shall not exceed 
$250,000: Provided further, That when buildings 
or other structures are erected on non-Federal 
land, that the right to use such land is obtained 
as provided in 7 U.S.C. 2250a. 
WATERSHED AND FLOOD PREVENTION OPERATIONS 

For necessary expenses to carry out preventive 
measures, including but not limited to surveys 
and investigations, engineering operations, 
works of improvement, and changes in use of 
land, in accordance with the Watershed Protec-
tion and Flood Prevention Act (16 U.S.C. 1001– 
1005 and 1007–1009) and in accordance with the 
provisions of laws relating to the activities of 
the Department, $95,000,000, to remain available 
until expended: Provided, That for funds pro-
vided by this Act or any other prior Act, the lim-
itation regarding the size of the watershed or 
subwatershed exceeding two hundred and fifty 

thousand acres in which such activities can be 
undertaken shall only apply for activities un-
dertaken for the primary purpose of flood pre-
vention (including structural and land treat-
ment measures): Provided further, That of the 
amounts made available under this heading, 
$10,000,000 shall be allocated to projects and ac-
tivities that can commence promptly following 
enactment; that address regional priorities for 
flood prevention, agricultural water manage-
ment, inefficient irrigation systems, fish and 
wildlife habitat, or watershed protection; or that 
address authorized ongoing projects under the 
authorities of section 13 of the Flood Control 
Act of December 22, 1944 (Public Law 78–534) 
with a primary purpose of watershed protection 
by preventing floodwater damage and stabi-
lizing stream channels, tributaries, and banks to 
reduce erosion and sediment transport. 

WATERSHED REHABILITATION PROGRAM 
Under the authorities of section 14 of the Wa-

tershed Protection and Flood Prevention Act, 
$5,000,000 is provided. 

HEALTHY FORESTS RESERVE PROGRAM 
For necessary expenses to carry out the 

Healthy Forests Reserve Program under the 
Healthy Forests Restoration Act of 2003 (16 
U.S.C. 6571-6578), $10,000,000, to remain avail-
able until expended. 

URBAN AGRICULTURE AND INNOVATIVE 
PRODUCTION 

For necessary expenses to carry out the Urban 
Agriculture and Innovative Production Program 
under section 222 of subtitle A of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture Reorganization Act of 1994 
(7 U.S.C. 6923), as added by section 12302 of 
Public Law 115–334, $13,500,000. 

CORPORATIONS 
The following corporations and agencies are 

hereby authorized to make expenditures, within 
the limits of funds and borrowing authority 
available to each such corporation or agency 
and in accord with law, and to make contracts 
and commitments without regard to fiscal year 
limitations as provided by section 104 of the 
Government Corporation Control Act as may be 
necessary in carrying out the programs set forth 
in the budget for the current fiscal year for such 
corporation or agency, except as hereinafter 
provided. 
FEDERAL CROP INSURANCE CORPORATION FUND 
For payments as authorized by section 516 of 

the Federal Crop Insurance Act (7 U.S.C. 1516), 
such sums as may be necessary, to remain avail-
able until expended. 

COMMODITY CREDIT CORPORATION FUND 
REIMBURSEMENT FOR NET REALIZED LOSSES 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 
For the current fiscal year, such sums as may 

be necessary to reimburse the Commodity Credit 
Corporation for net realized losses sustained, 
but not previously reimbursed, pursuant to sec-
tion 2 of the Act of August 17, 1961 (15 U.S.C. 
713a–11): Provided, That of the funds available 
to the Commodity Credit Corporation under sec-
tion 11 of the Commodity Credit Corporation 
Charter Act (15 U.S.C. 714i) for the conduct of 
its business with the Foreign Agricultural Serv-
ice, up to $5,000,000 may be transferred to and 
used by the Foreign Agricultural Service for in-
formation resource management activities of the 
Foreign Agricultural Service that are not related 
to Commodity Credit Corporation business. 

HAZARDOUS WASTE MANAGEMENT 
(LIMITATION ON EXPENSES) 

For the current fiscal year, the Commodity 
Credit Corporation shall not expend more than 
$15,000,000 for site investigation and cleanup ex-
penses, and operations and maintenance ex-
penses to comply with the requirement of section 
107(g) of the Comprehensive Environmental Re-
sponse, Compensation, and Liability Act (42 
U.S.C. 9607(g)), and section 6001 of the Solid 
Waste Disposal Act (42 U.S.C. 6961). 

TITLE III 
RURAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS 

OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR RURAL 
DEVELOPMENT 

For necessary expenses of the Office of the 
Under Secretary for Rural Development, 
$1,620,000: Provided, That funds made available 
by this Act to an agency in the Rural Develop-
ment mission area for salaries and expenses are 
available to fund up to one administrative sup-
port staff for the Office. 

RURAL DEVELOPMENT 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 
For necessary expenses for carrying out the 

administration and implementation of Rural De-
velopment programs, including activities with 
institutions concerning the development and op-
eration of agricultural cooperatives; and for co-
operative agreements; $401,976,000: Provided, 
That of the amount made available under this 
heading, up to $5,000,000, to remain available 
until September 30, 2024, shall be for the Rural 
Partners Network activities of the Department 
of Agriculture, and may be transferred to other 
agencies of the Department for such purpose, 
consistent with the missions and authorities of 
such agencies: Provided further, That notwith-
standing any other provision of law, funds ap-
propriated under this heading may be used for 
advertising and promotional activities that sup-
port Rural Development programs: Provided fur-
ther, That in addition to any other funds appro-
priated for purposes authorized by section 502(i) 
of the Housing Act of 1949 (42 U.S.C. 1472(i)), 
any amounts collected under such section, as 
amended by this Act, will immediately be cred-
ited to this account and will remain available 
until expended for such purposes. 

RURAL HOUSING SERVICE 
RURAL HOUSING INSURANCE FUND PROGRAM 

ACCOUNT 
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

For gross obligations for the principal amount 
of direct and guaranteed loans as authorized by 
title V of the Housing Act of 1949, to be avail-
able from funds in the rural housing insurance 
fund, as follows: $1,500,000,000 shall be for direct 
loans, $12,000,000 shall be for a single family 
housing relending demonstration program for 
Native American Tribes, and $30,000,000,000 
shall be for unsubsidized guaranteed loans; 
$28,000,000 for section 504 housing repair loans; 
$150,000,000 for section 515 rental housing; 
$300,000,000 for section 538 guaranteed multi- 
family housing loans; $10,000,000 for credit sales 
of single family housing acquired property; 
$5,000,000 for section 523 self-help housing land 
development loans; and $5,000,000 for section 524 
site development loans. 

For the cost of direct and guaranteed loans, 
including the cost of modifying loans, as defined 
in section 502 of the Congressional Budget Act 
of 1974, as follows: section 502 loans, $55,650,000 
shall be for direct loans; $3,948,000 shall be for 
a single family housing relending demonstration 
program for Native American Tribes; section 504 
housing repair loans, $2,324,000; section 523 self- 
help housing land development loans, $267,000; 
section 524 site development loans, $208,000; and 
repair, rehabilitation, and new construction of 
section 515 rental housing, $28,665,000: Provided, 
That to support the loan program level for sec-
tion 538 guaranteed loans made available under 
this heading the Secretary may charge or adjust 
any fees to cover the projected cost of such loan 
guarantees pursuant to the provisions of the 
Credit Reform Act of 1990 (2 U.S.C. 661 et seq.), 
and the interest on such loans may not be sub-
sidized: Provided further, That applicants in 
communities that have a current rural area 
waiver under section 541 of the Housing Act of 
1949 (42 U.S.C. 1490q) shall be treated as living 
in a rural area for purposes of section 502 guar-
anteed loans provided under this heading: Pro-
vided further, That of the amounts available 
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under this paragraph for section 502 direct 
loans, no less than $5,000,000 shall be available 
for direct loans for individuals whose homes will 
be built pursuant to a program funded with a 
mutual and self-help housing grant authorized 
by section 523 of the Housing Act of 1949 until 
June 1, 2023: Provided further, That the Sec-
retary shall implement provisions to provide in-
centives to nonprofit organizations and public 
housing authorities to facilitate the acquisition 
of Rural Housing Service (RHS) multifamily 
housing properties by such nonprofit organiza-
tions and public housing authorities that com-
mit to keep such properties in the RHS multi-
family housing program for a period of time as 
determined by the Secretary, with such incen-
tives to include, but not be limited to, the fol-
lowing: allow such nonprofit entities and public 
housing authorities to earn a Return on Invest-
ment on their own resources to include proceeds 
from low income housing tax credit syndication, 
own contributions, grants, and developer loans 
at favorable rates and terms, invested in a deal; 
and allow reimbursement of organizational costs 
associated with owner’s oversight of asset re-
ferred to as ‘‘Asset Management Fee’’ of up to 
$7,500 per property. 

In addition, for the cost of direct loans and 
grants, including the cost of modifying loans, as 
defined in section 502 of the Congressional 
Budget Act of 1974, $40,000,000, to remain avail-
able until expended, for a demonstration pro-
gram for the preservation and revitalization of 
the sections 514, 515, and 516 multi-family rental 
housing properties to restructure existing USDA 
multi-family housing loans, as the Secretary 
deems appropriate, expressly for the purposes of 
ensuring the project has sufficient resources to 
preserve the project for the purpose of providing 
safe and affordable housing for low-income resi-
dents and farm laborers including reducing or 
eliminating interest; deferring loan payments, 
subordinating, reducing or re-amortizing loan 
debt; and other financial assistance including 
advances, payments and incentives (including 
the ability of owners to obtain reasonable re-
turns on investment) required by the Secretary: 
Provided, That the Secretary shall, as part of 
the preservation and revitalization agreement, 
obtain a restrictive use agreement consistent 
with the terms of the restructuring: Provided 
further, That any balances, including obligated 
balances, available for all demonstration pro-
grams for the preservation and revitalization of 
sections 514, 515, and 516 multi-family rental 
housing properties in the ‘‘Multi-Family Hous-
ing Revitalization Program Account’’ shall be 
transferred to and merged with this account, 
and shall also be available for the preservation 
and revitalization of sections 514, 515, and 516 
multi-family rental housing properties, includ-
ing the restructuring of existing USDA multi- 
family housing loans: Provided further, That 
following the transfer of balances described in 
the preceding proviso, any adjustments to obli-
gations for demonstration programs for the pres-
ervation and revitalization of sections 514, 515, 
and 516 multi-family rental housing properties 
that would otherwise be incurred in the ‘‘Multi- 
Family Housing Revitalization Program Ac-
count’’ shall be made in this account from 
amounts transferred to this account under the 
preceding proviso. 

In addition, for the cost of direct loans, 
grants, and contracts, as authorized by sections 
514 and 516 of the Housing Act of 1949 (42 U.S.C. 
1484, 1486), $18,126,000, to remain available until 
expended, for direct farm labor housing loans 
and domestic farm labor housing grants and 
contracts: Provided, That any balances avail-
able for the Farm Labor Program Account shall 
be transferred to and merged with this account. 

In addition, for administrative expenses nec-
essary to carry out the direct and guaranteed 
loan programs, $412,254,000 shall be transferred 
to and merged with the appropriation for 
‘‘Rural Development, Salaries and Expenses’’. 

RENTAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

For rental assistance agreements entered into 
or renewed pursuant to the authority under sec-
tion 521(a)(2) of the Housing Act of 1949 or 
agreements entered into in lieu of debt forgive-
ness or payments for eligible households as au-
thorized by section 502(c)(5)(D) of the Housing 
Act of 1949, $1,493,926,000, of which $40,000,000 
shall be available until September 30, 2024; and 
in addition such sums as may be necessary, as 
authorized by section 521(c) of the Act, to liq-
uidate debt incurred prior to fiscal year 1992 to 
carry out the rental assistance program under 
section 521(a)(2) of the Act: Provided, That rent-
al assistance agreements entered into or re-
newed during the current fiscal year shall be 
funded for a one-year period: Provided further, 
That of the amounts made available under this 
heading, not less than $8,000,000 shall be avail-
able for newly constructed units financed under 
section 514 and 516 of the Housing Act of 1949: 
Provided further, That upon request by an 
owner of a project financed by an existing loan 
under section 514 or 515 of the Act, the Secretary 
may renew the rental assistance agreement for a 
period of 20 years or until the term of such loan 
has expired, subject to annual appropriations: 
Provided further, That any unexpended bal-
ances remaining at the end of such one-year 
agreements may be transferred and used for 
purposes of any debt reduction, maintenance, 
repair, or rehabilitation of any existing projects; 
preservation; and rental assistance activities au-
thorized under title V of the Act: Provided fur-
ther, That rental assistance provided under 
agreements entered into prior to fiscal year 2023 
for a farm labor multi-family housing project fi-
nanced under section 514 or 516 of the Act may 
not be recaptured for use in another project 
until such assistance has remained unused for a 
period of 12 consecutive months, if such project 
has a waiting list of tenants seeking such assist-
ance or the project has rental assistance eligible 
tenants who are not receiving such assistance: 
Provided further, That such recaptured rental 
assistance shall, to the extent practicable, be ap-
plied to another farm labor multi-family housing 
project financed under section 514 or 516 of the 
Act: Provided further, That except as provided 
in the fifth proviso under this heading and not-
withstanding any other provision of the Act, the 
Secretary may recapture rental assistance pro-
vided under agreements entered into prior to fis-
cal year 2023 for a project that the Secretary de-
termines no longer needs rental assistance and 
use such recaptured funds for current needs. 

RURAL HOUSING VOUCHER ACCOUNT 

For the rural housing voucher program as au-
thorized under section 542 of the Housing Act of 
1949, but notwithstanding subsection (b) of such 
section, $38,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That the funds made avail-
able under this heading shall be available for 
rural housing vouchers to any low-income 
household (including those not receiving rental 
assistance) residing in a property financed with 
a section 515 loan which has been prepaid or 
otherwise paid off after September 30, 2005: Pro-
vided further, That the amount of such voucher 
shall be the difference between comparable mar-
ket rent for the section 515 unit and the tenant 
paid rent for such unit: Provided further, That 
funds made available for such vouchers shall be 
subject to the availability of annual appropria-
tions: Provided further, That the Secretary 
shall, to the maximum extent practicable, ad-
minister such vouchers with current regulations 
and administrative guidance applicable to sec-
tion 8 housing vouchers administered by the 
Secretary of the Department of Housing and 
Urban Development: Provided further, That in 
addition to any other available funds, the Sec-
retary may expend not more than $1,000,000 
total, from the program funds made available 
under this heading, for administrative expenses 
for activities funded under this heading. 

MUTUAL AND SELF-HELP HOUSING GRANTS 

For grants and contracts pursuant to section 
523(b)(1)(A) of the Housing Act of 1949 (42 
U.S.C. 1490c), $33,000,000, to remain available 
until expended. 

RURAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE GRANTS 

For grants for very low-income housing repair 
and rural housing preservation made by the 
Rural Housing Service, as authorized by 42 
U.S.C. 1474, and 1490m, $48,000,000, to remain 
available until expended. 

RURAL COMMUNITY FACILITIES PROGRAM 
ACCOUNT 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

For gross obligations for the principal amount 
of direct and guaranteed loans as authorized by 
section 306 and described in section 381E(d)(1) of 
the Consolidated Farm and Rural Development 
Act, $2,800,000,000 for direct loans and 
$650,000,000 for guaranteed loans. 

For the cost of direct loans, loan guarantees 
and grants, including the cost of modifying 
loans, as defined in section 502 of the Congres-
sional Budget Act of 1974, for rural community 
facilities programs as authorized by section 306 
and described in section 381E(d)(1) of the Con-
solidated Farm and Rural Development Act, 
$194,865,000, to remain available until expended, 
of which up to $126,865,000 shall be for the pur-
poses, and in the amounts, specified for this ac-
count in the table titled ‘‘Community Project 
Funding’’ in the report accompanying this Act: 
Provided, That $8,000,000 of the amount appro-
priated under this heading shall be available for 
a Rural Community Development Initiative: 
Provided further, That such funds shall be used 
solely to develop the capacity and ability of pri-
vate, nonprofit community-based housing and 
community development organizations, low-in-
come rural communities, and Federally Recog-
nized Native American Tribes to undertake 
projects to improve housing, community facili-
ties, community and economic development 
projects in rural areas: Provided further, That 
such funds shall be made available to qualified 
private, nonprofit and public intermediary orga-
nizations proposing to carry out a program of fi-
nancial and technical assistance: Provided fur-
ther, That such intermediary organizations 
shall provide matching funds from other 
sources, including Federal funds for related ac-
tivities, in an amount not less than funds pro-
vided: Provided further, That any unobligated 
balances from prior year appropriations under 
this heading for the cost of direct loans, loan 
guarantees and grants, including amounts 
deobligated or cancelled, may be made available 
to cover the subsidy costs for direct loans and or 
loan guarantees under this heading in this fis-
cal year: Provided further, That no amounts 
may be made available pursuant to the pre-
ceding proviso from amounts that were des-
ignated by the Congress as an emergency re-
quirement pursuant to a Concurrent Resolution 
on the Budget or the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985, or that 
were specified in the table titled ‘‘Community 
Project Funding/Congressionally Directed 
Spending’’ in the explanatory statement for Di-
vision A of Public Law 117–103 described in sec-
tion 4 in the matter preceding such division A: 
Provided further, That $10,000,000 of the 
amount appropriated under this heading shall 
be available for community facilities grants to 
tribal colleges, as authorized by section 
306(a)(19) of such Act: Provided further, That 
sections 381E–H and 381N of the Consolidated 
Farm and Rural Development Act are not appli-
cable to the funds made available under this 
heading. 
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RURAL BUSINESS—COOPERATIVE SERVICE 

RURAL BUSINESS PROGRAM ACCOUNT 
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

For the cost of loan guarantees and grants, 
for the rural business development programs au-
thorized by section 310B and described in sub-
sections (a), (c), (f) and (g) of section 310B of 
the Consolidated Farm and Rural Development 
Act, $88,800,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That of the amount appro-
priated under this heading, not to exceed 
$500,000 shall be made available for one grant to 
a qualified national organization to provide 
technical assistance for rural transportation in 
order to promote economic development and 
$9,000,000 shall be for grants to the Delta Re-
gional Authority (7 U.S.C. 2009aa et seq.), the 
Northern Border Regional Commission (40 
U.S.C. 15101 et seq.), and the Appalachian Re-
gional Commission (40 U.S.C. 14101 et seq.) for 
any Rural Community Advancement Program 
purpose as described in section 381E(d) of the 
Consolidated Farm and Rural Development Act, 
of which not more than 5 percent may be used 
for administrative expenses: Provided further, 
That $4,000,000 of the amount appropriated 
under this heading shall be for business grants 
to benefit Federally Recognized Native Amer-
ican Tribes, including $250,000 for a grant to a 
qualified national organization to provide tech-
nical assistance for rural transportation in 
order to promote economic development: Pro-
vided further, That sections 381E–H and 381N of 
the Consolidated Farm and Rural Development 
Act are not applicable to funds made available 
under this heading. 

INTERMEDIARY RELENDING PROGRAM FUND 
ACCOUNT 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
For the principal amount of direct loans, as 

authorized by the Intermediary Relending Pro-
gram Fund Account (7 U.S.C. 1936b), 
$18,889,000. 

For the cost of direct loans, $3,313,000, as au-
thorized by the Intermediary Relending Program 
Fund Account (7 U.S.C. 1936b), of which 
$331,000 shall be available through June 30, 
2023, for Federally Recognized Native American 
Tribes; and of which $663,000 shall be available 
through June 30, 2023, for Mississippi Delta Re-
gion counties (as determined in accordance with 
Public Law 100–460): Provided, That such costs, 
including the cost of modifying such loans, shall 
be as defined in section 502 of the Congressional 
Budget Act of 1974. 

In addition, for administrative expenses to 
carry out the direct loan programs, $4,468,000 
shall be transferred to and merged with the ap-
propriation for ‘‘Rural Development, Salaries 
and Expenses’’. 

RURAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT LOANS PROGRAM 
ACCOUNT 

For the principal amount of direct loans, as 
authorized under section 313B(a) of the Rural 
Electrification Act, for the purpose of promoting 
rural economic development and job creation 
projects, $50,000,000. 

The cost of grants authorized under section 
313B(a) of the Rural Electrification Act, for the 
purpose of promoting rural economic develop-
ment and job creation projects shall not exceed 
$10,000,000. 

RURAL COOPERATIVE DEVELOPMENT GRANTS 

For rural cooperative development grants au-
thorized under section 310B(e) of the Consoli-
dated Farm and Rural Development Act (7 
U.S.C. 1932), $27,600,000, of which $2,800,000 
shall be for cooperative agreements for the ap-
propriate technology transfer for rural areas 
program: Provided, That not to exceed $3,000,000 
shall be for grants for cooperative development 
centers, individual cooperatives, or groups of co-
operatives that serve socially disadvantaged 
groups and a majority of the boards of directors 
or governing boards of which are comprised of 

individuals who are members of socially dis-
advantaged groups; and of which $16,000,000, to 
remain available until expended, shall be for 
value-added agricultural product market devel-
opment grants, as authorized by section 210A of 
the Agricultural Marketing Act of 1946, of 
which $3,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, shall be for Agriculture Innovation 
Centers authorized pursuant to section 6402 of 
Public Law 107–171. 

RURAL MICROENTREPRENEUR ASSISTANCE 
PROGRAM 

For the principal amount of direct loans au-
thorized by section 379E of the Consolidated 
Farm and Rural Development Act (U.S.C. 
2008s), $25,000,000. 

For the cost of loans and grants, $6,000,000 
under the same terms and conditions as author-
ized by section 379E of the Consolidated Farm 
and Rural Development Act (7 U.S.C. 2008s). 

RURAL ENERGY FOR AMERICA PROGRAM 
For the cost of a program of loan guarantees 

and grants, under the same terms and condi-
tions as authorized by section 9007 of the Farm 
Security and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7 
U.S.C. 8107), $10,045,000: Provided, That the cost 
of loan guarantees, including the cost of modi-
fying such loans, shall be as defined in section 
502 of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974. 

HEALTHY FOOD FINANCING INITIATIVE 
For the cost of loans and grants that is con-

sistent with section 243 of subtitle D of title II 
of the Department of Agriculture Reorganiza-
tion Act of 1994 (7 U.S.C. 6953), as added by sec-
tion 4206 of the Agricultural Act of 2014, for nec-
essary expenses of the Secretary to support 
projects that provide access to healthy food in 
underserved areas, to create and preserve qual-
ity jobs, and to revitalize low-income commu-
nities, $5,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That such costs of loans, in-
cluding the cost of modifying such loans, shall 
be as defined in section 502 of the Congressional 
Budget Act of 1974. 

RURAL UTILITIES SERVICE 

RURAL WATER AND WASTE DISPOSAL PROGRAM 
ACCOUNT 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

For gross obligations for the principal amount 
of direct and guaranteed loans as authorized by 
section 306 and described in section 381E(d)(2) of 
the Consolidated Farm and Rural Development 
Act, as follows: $1,450,000,000 for direct loans; 
and $50,000,000 for guaranteed loans. 

For the cost of loan guarantees and grants, 
including the cost of modifying loans, as defined 
in section 502 of the Congressional Budget Act 
of 1974, for rural water, waste water, waste dis-
posal, and solid waste management programs 
authorized by sections 306, 306A, 306C, 306D, 
306E, and 310B and described in sections 
306C(a)(2), 306D, 306E, and 381E(d)(2) of the 
Consolidated Farm and Rural Development Act, 
$685,072,000, to remain available until expended, 
of which not to exceed $1,000,000 shall be avail-
able for the rural utilities program described in 
section 306(a)(2)(B) of such Act, and of which 
not to exceed $5,000,000 shall be available for the 
rural utilities program described in section 306E 
of such Act: Provided, That not to exceed 
$15,000,000 of the amount appropriated under 
this heading shall be for grants authorized by 
section 306A(i)(2) of the Consolidated Farm and 
Rural Development Act in addition to funding 
authorized by section 306A(i)(1) of such Act: 
Provided further, That $70,000,000 of the 
amount appropriated under this heading shall 
be for loans and grants including water and 
waste disposal systems grants authorized by sec-
tion 306C(a)(2)(B) and section 306D of the Con-
solidated Farm and Rural Development Act, and 
Federally Recognized Native American Tribes 
authorized by 306C(a)(1) of such Act: Provided 
further, That funding provided for section 306D 
of the Consolidated Farm and Rural Develop-

ment Act may be provided to a consortium 
formed pursuant to section 325 of Public Law 
105–83: Provided further, That not more than 2 
percent of the funding provided for section 306D 
of the Consolidated Farm and Rural Develop-
ment Act may be used by the State of Alaska for 
training and technical assistance programs and 
not more than 2 percent of the funding provided 
for section 306D of the Consolidated Farm and 
Rural Development Act may be used by a con-
sortium formed pursuant to section 325 of Public 
Law 105–83 for training and technical assistance 
programs: Provided further, That not to exceed 
$37,500,000 of the amount appropriated under 
this heading shall be for technical assistance 
grants for rural water and waste systems pursu-
ant to section 306(a)(14) of such Act, unless the 
Secretary makes a determination of extreme 
need, of which $8,500,000 shall be made avail-
able for a grant to a qualified nonprofit multi- 
State regional technical assistance organization, 
with experience in working with small commu-
nities on water and waste water problems, the 
principal purpose of such grant shall be to assist 
rural communities with populations of 3,300 or 
less, in improving the planning, financing, de-
velopment, operation, and management of water 
and waste water systems, and of which not less 
than $800,000 shall be for a qualified national 
Native American organization to provide tech-
nical assistance for rural water systems for trib-
al communities: Provided further, That not to 
exceed $20,762,000 of the amount appropriated 
under this heading shall be for contracting with 
qualified national organizations for a circuit 
rider program to provide technical assistance for 
rural water systems: Provided further, That not 
to exceed $4,000,000 of the amounts made avail-
able under this heading shall be for solid waste 
management grants: Provided further, That 
$10,000,000 of the amount appropriated under 
this heading shall be transferred to, and merged 
with, the Rural Utilities Service, High Energy 
Cost Grants Account to provide grants author-
ized under section 19 of the Rural Electrification 
Act of 1936 (7 U.S.C. 918a): Provided further, 
That any prior year balances for high-energy 
cost grants authorized by section 19 of the Rural 
Electrification Act of 1936 (7 U.S.C. 918a) shall 
be transferred to and merged with the Rural 
Utilities Service, High Energy Cost Grants Ac-
count: Provided further, That not to exceed 
$6,810,000 of the amounts appropriated under 
this heading shall be available as the Secretary 
deems appropriate for water and waste direct 
one percent loans for distressed communities: 
Provided further, That if the Secretary deter-
mines that any portion of the amount made 
available for one percent loans is not needed for 
such loans, the Secretary may use such 
amounts, for grants authorized by section 
306(a)(2) of the Consolidated Farm and Rural 
Development Act: Provided further, That if any 
funds made available for the direct loan subsidy 
costs remain unobligated after July 31, 2024, 
such unobligated balances may be used for 
grant programs funded under this heading: Pro-
vided further, That sections 381E–H and 381N of 
the Consolidated Farm and Rural Development 
Act are not applicable to the funds made avail-
able under this heading. 

RURAL ELECTRIFICATION AND 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS LOANS PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

The principal amount of direct and guaran-
teed loans as authorized by sections 4, 305, 306, 
and 317 of the Rural Electrification Act of 1936 
(7 U.S.C. 904, 935, 936, and 940g) shall be made 
as follows: loans made pursuant to section 306, 
guaranteed electric loans, $2,167,000,000; loans 
made pursuant to sections 4, notwithstanding 
4(c)(2), of that Act, and 317, notwithstanding 
317(c), of that Act, cost-of-money direct loans, 
$4,333,000,000; loans made pursuant to section 
313A of that Act, guaranteed underwriting 
loans, $800,000,000; and for loans made pursuant 
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to section 305(d)(2) of that Act, cost of money 
telecommunications loans, $690,000,000. 

For the cost of direct loans as authorized by 
section 305(d)(2) of the Rural Electrification Act 
of 1936 (7 U.S.C. 935(d)(2)), including the cost of 
modifying loans, as defined in section 502 of the 
Congressional Budget Act of 1974, cost of money 
rural telecommunications loans, $3,726,000. 

In addition, $11,500,000 to remain available 
until expended, to carry out section 6407 of the 
Farm Security and Rural Investment Act of 2002 
(7 U.S.C. 8107a): Provided, That the energy effi-
ciency measures supported by the funding in 
this paragraph shall contribute in a demon-
strable way to the reduction of greenhouse 
gases. 

In addition, for administrative expenses nec-
essary to carry out the direct and guaranteed 
loan programs, $33,270,000, which shall be trans-
ferred to and merged with the appropriation for 
‘‘Rural Development, Salaries and Expenses’’. 

DISTANCE LEARNING, TELEMEDICINE, AND 
BROADBAND PROGRAM 

For grants for telemedicine and distance 
learning services in rural areas, as authorized 
by 7 U.S.C. 950aaa et seq., $60,000,000, to remain 
available until expended: Provided, That 
$3,000,000 shall be made available for grants au-
thorized by section 379G of the Consolidated 
Farm and Rural Development Act: Provided fur-
ther, That funding provided under this heading 
for grants under section 379G of the Consoli-
dated Farm and Rural Development Act may 
only be provided to entities that meet all of the 
eligibility criteria for a consortium as estab-
lished by this section. 

For the cost of broadband loans, as author-
ized by sections 601 and 602 of the Rural Elec-
trification Act, $2,000,000, to remain available 
until expended: Provided, That the cost of direct 
loans shall be as defined in section 502 of the 
Congressional Budget Act of 1974. 

For the broadband loan and grant pilot pro-
gram established by section 779 of division A of 
the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2018 (Pub-
lic Law 115–141) under the Rural Electrification 
Act of 1936, as amended (7 U.S.C. 901 et seq.), 
$465,513,000, to remain available until expended, 
of which up to $15,513,000 shall be for the pur-
poses, and in the amounts, specified for this ac-
count in the table titled ‘‘Community Project 
Funding’’ in the report accompanying this Act: 
Provided, That the Secretary may award grants 
described in section 601(a) of the Rural Elec-
trification Act of 1936, as amended (7 U.S.C. 
950bb(a)) for the purposes of carrying out such 
pilot program: Provided further, That the cost 
of direct loans shall be defined in section 502 of 
the Congressional Budget Act of 1974: Provided 
further, That at least 90 percent of the house-
holds to be served by a project receiving a loan 
or grant under the pilot program shall be in a 
rural area without sufficient access to 
broadband: Provided further, That for purposes 
of such pilot program, a rural area without suf-
ficient access to broadband shall be defined as 
twenty-five megabytes per second downstream 
and three megabytes per second upstream: Pro-
vided further, That to the extent possible, 
projects receiving funds provided under the pilot 
program must build out service to at least one 
hundred megabytes per second downstream, and 
twenty megabytes per second upstream: Pro-
vided further, That an entity to which a loan or 
grant is made under the pilot program shall not 
use the loan or grant to overbuild or duplicate 
broadband service in a service area by any enti-
ty that has received a broadband loan from the 
Rural Utilities Service unless such service is not 
provided sufficient access to broadband at the 
minimum service threshold: Provided further, 
That not more than four percent of the funds 
made available in this paragraph can be used 
for administrative costs to carry out the pilot 
program and up to three percent of funds made 
available in this paragraph may be available for 
technical assistance and pre-development plan-

ning activities to support the most rural commu-
nities: Provided further, That the Rural Utilities 
Service is directed to expedite program delivery 
methods that would implement this paragraph: 
Provided further, That for purposes of this 
paragraph, the Secretary shall adhere to the no-
tice, reporting and service area assessment re-
quirements set forth in section 701 of the Rural 
Electrification Act (7 U.S.C. 950cc). 

In addition, $35,000,000, to remain available 
until expended, for the Community Connect 
Grant Program authorized by 7 U.S.C. 950bb–3. 

TITLE IV 
DOMESTIC FOOD PROGRAMS 

OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR FOOD, 
NUTRITION, AND CONSUMER SERVICES 

For necessary expenses of the Office of the 
Under Secretary for Food, Nutrition, and Con-
sumer Services, $1,376,000: Provided, That funds 
made available by this Act to an agency in the 
Food, Nutrition and Consumer Services mission 
area for salaries and expenses are available to 
fund up to one administrative support staff for 
the Office. 

FOOD AND NUTRITION SERVICE 
CHILD NUTRITION PROGRAMS 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 
For necessary expenses to carry out the Rich-

ard B. Russell National School Lunch Act (42 
U.S.C. 1751 et seq.), except section 21, and the 
Child Nutrition Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 1771 et 
seq.), except sections 17 and 21; $28,619,957,000 to 
remain available through September 30, 2024, of 
which such sums as are made available under 
section 14222(b)(1) of the Food, Conservation, 
and Energy Act of 2008 (Public Law 110–246), as 
amended by this Act, shall be merged with and 
available for the same time period and purposes 
as provided herein: Provided, That of the total 
amount available, $20,162,000 shall be available 
to carry out section 19 of the Child Nutrition 
Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 1771 et seq.): Provided fur-
ther, That of the total amount available, 
$21,005,000 shall be available to carry out stud-
ies and evaluations and shall remain available 
until expended: Provided further, That of the 
total amount available, $12,000,000 shall remain 
available until expended to carry out section 
18(g) of the Richard B. Russell National School 
Lunch Act (42 U.S.C. 1769(g)): Provided further, 
That notwithstanding section 18(g)(3)(C) of the 
Richard B. Russell National School Lunch Act 
(42 U.S.C. 1769(g)(3)(c)), the total grant amount 
provided to a farm to school grant recipient in 
fiscal year 2023 shall not exceed $500,000: Pro-
vided further, That of the total amount avail-
able, $40,000,000 shall be available to provide 
competitive grants to State agencies for sub-
grants to local educational agencies and schools 
to purchase the equipment, with a value of 
greater than $1,000, needed to serve healthier 
meals, improve food safety, and to help support 
the establishment, maintenance, or expansion of 
the school breakfast program: Provided further, 
That of the total amount available, $50,000,000 
shall remain available until expended to carry 
out section 749(g) of the Agriculture Appropria-
tions Act of 2010 (Public Law 111–80): Provided 
further, That of the total amount available, 
$10,000,000 shall be available until September 30, 
2024 to carry out section 23 of the Child Nutri-
tion Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 1793), of which 
$2,000,000 shall be for grants under such section 
to the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the Com-
monwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, 
the United States Virgin Islands, Guam, and 
American Samoa: Provided further, That section 
26(d) of the Richard B. Russell National School 
Lunch Act (42 U.S.C. 1769g(d)) is amended in 
the first sentence by striking ‘‘2010 through 
2023’’ and inserting ‘‘2010 through 2024’’: Pro-
vided further, That section 9(h)(3) of the Rich-
ard B. Russell National School Lunch Act (42 
U.S.C. 1758(h)(3)) is amended in the first sen-
tence by striking ‘‘For fiscal year 2022’’ and in-
serting ‘‘For fiscal year 2023’’: Provided further, 

That section 9(h)(4) of the Richard B. Russell 
National School Lunch Act (42 U.S.C. 
1758(h)(4)) is amended in the first sentence by 
striking ‘‘For fiscal year 2022’’ and inserting 
‘‘For fiscal year 2023’’. 
SPECIAL SUPPLEMENTAL NUTRITION PROGRAM FOR 

WOMEN, INFANTS, AND CHILDREN (WIC) 
For necessary expenses to carry out the spe-

cial supplemental nutrition program as author-
ized by section 17 of the Child Nutrition Act of 
1966 (42 U.S.C. 1786), $6,000,000,000, to remain 
available through September 30, 2024: Provided, 
That notwithstanding section 17(h)(10) of the 
Child Nutrition Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 
1786(h)(10)), not less than $90,000,000 shall be 
used for breastfeeding peer counselors and other 
related activities, and $14,000,000 shall be used 
for infrastructure: Provided further, That the 
Secretary shall use funds made available under 
this heading to increase the amount of a cash- 
value voucher for women and children partici-
pants to an amount recommended by the Na-
tional Academies of Science, Engineering and 
Medicine and adjusted for inflation: Provided 
further, That none of the funds provided in this 
account shall be available for the purchase of 
infant formula except in accordance with the 
cost containment and competitive bidding re-
quirements specified in section 17 of such Act: 
Provided further, That none of the funds pro-
vided shall be available for activities that are 
not fully reimbursed by other Federal Govern-
ment departments or agencies unless authorized 
by section 17 of such Act: Provided further, 
That upon termination of a federally mandated 
vendor moratorium and subject to terms and 
conditions established by the Secretary, the Sec-
retary may waive the requirement at 7 CFR 
246.12(g)(6) at the request of a State agency. 
SUPPLEMENTAL NUTRITION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

For necessary expenses to carry out the Food 
and Nutrition Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2011 et seq.), 
$111,180,895,000, of which $3,000,000,000, to re-
main available through September 30, 2025, shall 
be placed in reserve for use only in such 
amounts and at such times as may become nec-
essary to carry out program operations: Pro-
vided, That funds provided herein shall be ex-
pended in accordance with section 16 of the 
Food and Nutrition Act of 2008: Provided fur-
ther, That of the funds made available under 
this heading, $998,000 may be used to provide 
nutrition education services to State agencies 
and Federally Recognized Tribes participating 
in the Food Distribution Program on Indian 
Reservations: Provided further, That of the 
funds made available under this heading, 
$3,000,000, to remain available until September 
30, 2024, shall be used to carry out section 
4003(b) of Public Law 115–334 relating to dem-
onstration projects for tribal organizations: Pro-
vided further, That this appropriation shall be 
subject to any work registration or workfare re-
quirements as may be required by law: Provided 
further, That funds made available for Employ-
ment and Training under this heading shall re-
main available through September 30, 2024: Pro-
vided further, That funds made available under 
this heading for section 28(d)(1), section 4(b), 
and section 27(a) of the Food and Nutrition Act 
of 2008 shall remain available through Sep-
tember 30, 2024: Provided further, That none of 
the funds made available under this heading 
may be obligated or expended in contravention 
of section 213A of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1183A): Provided further, 
That funds made available under this heading 
may be used to enter into contracts and employ 
staff to conduct studies, evaluations, or to con-
duct activities related to program integrity pro-
vided that such activities are authorized by the 
Food and Nutrition Act of 2008. 

For making, after June 30 of the current fiscal 
year, benefit payments to individuals, and pay-
ments to States or other non-Federal entities, 
pursuant to the Food and Nutrition Act of 2008 
(7 U.S.C. 2011 et seq.), for unanticipated costs 
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incurred for the last three months of the fiscal 
year, such sums as may be necessary. 

COMMODITY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
For necessary expenses to carry out disaster 

assistance and the Commodity Supplemental 
Food Program as authorized by section 4(a) of 
the Agriculture and Consumer Protection Act of 
1973 (7 U.S.C. 612c note); the Emergency Food 
Assistance Act of 1983; special assistance for the 
nuclear affected islands, as authorized by sec-
tion 103(f)(2) of the Compact of Free Association 
Amendments Act of 2003 (Public Law 108–188); 
and the Farmers’ Market Nutrition Program, as 
authorized by section 17(m) of the Child Nutri-
tion Act of 1966, $469,710,000, to remain avail-
able through September 30, 2024: Provided, That 
none of these funds shall be available to reim-
burse the Commodity Credit Corporation for 
commodities donated to the program: Provided 
further, That notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, effective with funds made available 
in fiscal year 2023 to support the Seniors Farm-
ers’ Market Nutrition Program, as authorized by 
section 4402 of the Farm Security and Rural In-
vestment Act of 2002, such funds shall remain 
available through September 30, 2024: Provided 
further, That of the funds made available under 
section 27(a) of the Food and Nutrition Act of 
2008 (7 U.S.C. 2036(a)), the Secretary may use up 
to 20 percent for costs associated with the dis-
tribution of commodities. 

NUTRITION PROGRAMS ADMINISTRATION 
For necessary administrative expenses of the 

Food and Nutrition Service for carrying out any 
domestic nutrition assistance program, 
$231,378,000: Provided, That of the funds pro-
vided herein, $2,000,000 shall be used for the 
purposes of section 4404 of Public Law 107–171, 
as amended by section 4401 of Public Law 110– 
246. 

TITLE V 
FOREIGN ASSISTANCE AND RELATED 

PROGRAMS 

OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR TRADE 
AND FOREIGN AGRICULTURAL AFFAIRS 

For necessary expenses of the Office of the 
Under Secretary for Trade and Foreign Agricul-
tural Affairs, $932,000: Provided, That funds 
made available by this Act to any agency in the 
Trade and Foreign Agricultural Affairs mission 
area for salaries and expenses are available to 
fund up to one administrative support staff for 
the Office. 

OFFICE OF CODEX ALIMENTARIUS 

For necessary expenses of the Office of Codex 
Alimentarius, $4,922,000, including not to exceed 
$40,000 for official reception and representation 
expenses. 

FOREIGN AGRICULTURAL SERVICE 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses of the Foreign Agri-
cultural Service, including not to exceed $250,000 
for representation allowances and for expenses 
pursuant to section 8 of the Act approved Au-
gust 3, 1956 (7 U.S.C. 1766), $234,913,000, of 
which no more than 6 percent shall remain 
available until September 30, 2024, for overseas 
operations to include the payment of locally em-
ployed staff: Provided, That the Service may 
utilize advances of funds, or reimburse this ap-
propriation for expenditures made on behalf of 
Federal agencies, public and private organiza-
tions and institutions under agreements exe-
cuted pursuant to the agricultural food produc-
tion assistance programs (7 U.S.C. 1737) and the 
foreign assistance programs of the United States 
Agency for International Development: Provided 
further, That funds made available for middle- 
income country training programs, funds made 
available for the Borlaug International Agricul-
tural Science and Technology Fellowship pro-
gram, and up to $2,000,000 of the Foreign Agri-
cultural Service appropriation solely for the 

purpose of offsetting fluctuations in inter-
national currency exchange rates, subject to 
documentation by the Foreign Agricultural 
Service, shall remain available until expended. 

FOOD FOR PEACE TITLE II GRANTS 
For expenses during the current fiscal year, 

not otherwise recoverable, and unrecovered 
prior years’ costs, including interest thereon, 
under the Food for Peace Act (Public Law 83– 
480), for commodities supplied in connection 
with dispositions abroad under title II of said 
Act, $1,800,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended. 
MCGOVERN-DOLE INTERNATIONAL FOOD FOR EDU-

CATION AND CHILD NUTRITION PROGRAM 
GRANTS 
For necessary expenses to carry out the provi-

sions of section 3107 of the Farm Security and 
Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7 U.S.C. 1736o–1), 
$265,000,000, to remain available until expended: 
Provided, That the Commodity Credit Corpora-
tion is authorized to provide the services, facili-
ties, and authorities for the purpose of imple-
menting such section, subject to reimbursement 
from amounts provided herein: Provided further, 
That of the amount made available under this 
heading, not more than 10 percent, but not less 
than $26,500,000, shall remain available until ex-
pended to purchase agricultural commodities as 
described in subsection 3107(a)(2) of the Farm 
Security and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7 
U.S.C. 1736o–1(a)(2)). 

COMMODITY CREDIT CORPORATION EXPORT 
(LOANS) CREDIT GUARANTEE PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

For administrative expenses to carry out the 
Commodity Credit Corporation’s Export Guar-
antee Program, GSM 102 and GSM 103, 
$6,063,000, to cover common overhead expenses 
as permitted by section 11 of the Commodity 
Credit Corporation Charter Act and in con-
formity with the Federal Credit Reform Act of 
1990, which shall be transferred to and merged 
with the appropriation for ‘‘Foreign Agricul-
tural Service, Salaries and Expenses’’. 

TITLE VI 

RELATED AGENCIES AND FOOD AND DRUG 
ADMINISTRATION 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 

FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses of the Food and Drug 
Administration, including hire and purchase of 
passenger motor vehicles; for payment of space 
rental and related costs pursuant to Public Law 
92–313 for programs and activities of the Food 
and Drug Administration which are included in 
this Act; for rental of special purpose space in 
the District of Columbia or elsewhere; in addi-
tion to amounts appropriated to the FDA Inno-
vation Account, for carrying out the activities 
described in section 1002(b)(4) of the 21st Cen-
tury Cures Act (Public Law 114–255); for mis-
cellaneous and emergency expenses of enforce-
ment activities, authorized and approved by the 
Secretary and to be accounted for solely on the 
Secretary’s certificate, not to exceed $25,000; and 
notwithstanding section 521 of Public Law 107– 
188; $6,484,171,000: Provided, That of the amount 
provided under this heading, $1,224,132,000 shall 
be derived from prescription drug user fees au-
thorized by 21 U.S.C. 379h, and shall be credited 
to this account and remain available until ex-
pended; $248,342,000 shall be derived from med-
ical device user fees authorized by 21 U.S.C. 
379j, and shall be credited to this account and 
remain available until expended; $550,449,000 
shall be derived from human generic drug user 
fees authorized by 21 U.S.C. 379j–42, and shall 
be credited to this account and remain available 
until expended; $40,841,000 shall be derived from 
biosimilar biological product user fees author-
ized by 21 U.S.C. 379j–52, and shall be credited 

to this account and remain available until ex-
pended; $32,238,000 shall be derived from animal 
drug user fees authorized by 21 U.S.C. 379j–12, 
and shall be credited to this account and remain 
available until expended; $29,459,000 shall be de-
rived from generic new animal drug user fees 
authorized by 21 U.S.C. 379j–21, and shall be 
credited to this account and remain available 
until expended; $712,000,000 shall be derived 
from tobacco product user fees authorized by 21 
U.S.C. 387s, and shall be credited to this ac-
count and remain available until expended: Pro-
vided further, That in addition to and notwith-
standing any other provision under this head-
ing, amounts collected for prescription drug user 
fees, medical device user fees, human generic 
drug user fees, biosimilar biological product user 
fees, animal drug user fees, and generic new 
animal drug user fees that exceed the respective 
fiscal year 2023 limitations are appropriated and 
shall be credited to this account and remain 
available until expended: Provided further, 
That fees derived from prescription drug, med-
ical device, human generic drug, biosimilar bio-
logical product, animal drug, and generic new 
animal drug assessments for fiscal year 2023, in-
cluding any such fees collected prior to fiscal 
year 2023 but credited for fiscal year 2023, shall 
be subject to the fiscal year 2023 limitations: 
Provided further, That the Secretary may accept 
payment during fiscal year 2023 of user fees 
specified under this heading and authorized for 
fiscal year 2024, prior to the due date for such 
fees, and that amounts of such fees assessed for 
fiscal year 2024 for which the Secretary accepts 
payment in fiscal year 2023 shall not be included 
in amounts under this heading: Provided fur-
ther, That none of these funds shall be used to 
develop, establish, or operate any program of 
user fees authorized by 31 U.S.C. 9701: Provided 
further, That of the total amount appropriated: 
(1) $1,244,007,000 shall be for the Center for Food 
Safety and Applied Nutrition and related field 
activities in the Office of Regulatory Affairs, of 
which no less than $15,000,000 shall be used for 
inspections of foreign seafood manufacturers 
and field examinations of imported seafood; (2) 
$2,225,209,000 shall be for the Center for Drug 
Evaluation and Research and related field ac-
tivities in the Office of Regulatory Affairs, of 
which no less than $10,000,000 shall be for pilots 
to increase unannounced foreign inspections 
and shall remain available until expended, and 
$15,000,000 shall be for coordinating programs 
and activities of the Food and Drug Administra-
tion with those of the Drug Enforcement Admin-
istration and U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion to combat the illicit importation of opioids, 
including fentanyl, through international mail 
facilities and land ports-of entry; (3) 
$477,782,000 shall be for the Center for Biologics 
Evaluation and Research and for related field 
activities in the Office of Regulatory Affairs; (4) 
$295,999,000 shall be for the Center for Veteri-
nary Medicine and for related field activities in 
the Office of Regulatory Affairs; (5) $682,221,000 
shall be for the Center for Devices and Radio-
logical Health and for related field activities in 
the Office of Regulatory Affairs; (6) $77,893,000 
shall be for the National Center for Toxi-
cological Research; (7) $677,165,000 shall be for 
the Center for Tobacco Products and for related 
field activities in the Office of Regulatory Af-
fairs; (8) $216,603,000 shall be for Rent and Re-
lated activities, of which $56,011,000 is for White 
Oak Consolidation, other than the amounts 
paid to the General Services Administration for 
rent; (9) $237,917,000 shall be for payments to the 
General Services Administration for rent; and 
(10) $349,375,000 shall be for other activities, in-
cluding the Office of the Commissioner of Food 
and Drugs, the Office of Food Policy and Re-
sponse, the Office of Operations, the Office of 
the Chief Scientist, and central services for 
these offices: Provided further, That not to ex-
ceed $25,000 of this amount shall be for official 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 08:54 Dec 15, 2022 Jkt 039060 PO 00000 Frm 00068 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 6333 E:\CR\FM\A14DE7.005 H14DEPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

12
6Q

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H9799 December 14, 2022 
reception and representation expenses, not oth-
erwise provided for, as determined by the Com-
missioner: Provided further, That any transfer 
of funds pursuant to, and for the administration 
of, section 770(n) of the Federal Food, Drug, 
and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 379dd(n)) shall only 
be from amounts made available under this 
heading for other activities and shall not exceed 
$2,000,000: Provided further, That of the 
amounts that are made available under this 
heading for ‘‘other activities’’, and that are not 
derived from user fees, $1,500,000 shall be trans-
ferred to and merged with the appropriation for 
‘‘Department of Health and Human Services— 
Office of Inspector General’’ for oversight of the 
programs and operations of the Food and Drug 
Administration and shall be in addition to funds 
otherwise made available for oversight of the 
Food and Drug Administration: Provided fur-
ther, That funds may be transferred from one 
specified activity to another with the prior ap-
proval of the Committees on Appropriations of 
both Houses of Congress. 

In addition, mammography user fees author-
ized by 42 U.S.C. 263b, export certification user 
fees authorized by 21 U.S.C. 381, priority review 
user fees authorized by 21 U.S.C. 360n and 360ff, 
food and feed recall fees, food reinspection fees, 
and voluntary qualified importer program fees 
authorized by 21 U.S.C. 379j–31, outsourcing fa-
cility fees authorized by 21 U.S.C. 379j–62, pre-
scription drug wholesale distributor licensing 
and inspection fees authorized by 21 U.S.C. 
353(e)(3), third-party logistics provider licensing 
and inspection fees authorized by 21 U.S.C. 
360eee–3(c)(1), third-party auditor fees author-
ized by 21 U.S.C. 384d(c)(8), medical counter-
measure priority review voucher user fees au-
thorized by 21 U.S.C. 360bbb–4a, and fees relat-
ing to over-the-counter monograph drugs au-
thorized by 21 U.S.C. 379j–72 shall be credited to 
this account, to remain available until ex-
pended. 

BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES 

For plans, construction, repair, improvement, 
extension, alteration, demolition, and purchase 
of fixed equipment or facilities of or used by the 
Food and Drug Administration, where not oth-
erwise provided, $16,000,000, to remain available 
until expended. 

FDA INNOVATION ACCOUNT, CURES ACT 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses to carry out the pur-
poses described under section 1002(b)(4) of the 
21st Century Cures Act, in addition to amounts 
available for such purposes under the heading 
‘‘Salaries and Expenses’’, $50,000,000, to remain 
available until expended: Provided, That 
amounts appropriated in this paragraph are ap-
propriated pursuant to section 1002(b)(3) of the 
21st Century Cures Act, are to be derived from 
amounts transferred under section 1002(b)(2)(A) 
of such Act, and may be transferred by the Com-
missioner of Food and Drugs to the appropria-
tion for ‘‘Department of Health and Human 
Services Food and Drug Administration Salaries 
and Expenses’’ solely for the purposes provided 
in such Act: Provided further, That upon a de-
termination by the Commissioner that funds 
transferred pursuant to the previous proviso are 
not necessary for the purposes provided, such 
amounts may be transferred back to the ac-
count: Provided further, That such transfer au-
thority is in addition to any other transfer au-
thority provided by law. 

INDEPENDENT AGENCIES 

COMMODITY FUTURES TRADING COMMISSION 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses to carry out the provi-
sions of the Commodity Exchange Act (7 U.S.C. 
1 et seq.), including the purchase and hire of 
passenger motor vehicles, and the rental of 
space (to include multiple year leases), in the 
District of Columbia and elsewhere, $365,000,000, 
including not to exceed $3,000 for official recep-

tion and representation expenses, and not to ex-
ceed $25,000 for the expenses for consultations 
and meetings hosted by the Commission with 
foreign governmental and other regulatory offi-
cials, of which not less than $20,000,000 shall re-
main available until September 30, 2024, and of 
which not less than $4,567,000 shall be for ex-
penses of the Office of the Inspector General: 
Provided, That notwithstanding the limitations 
in 31 U.S.C. 1553, amounts provided under this 
heading are available for the liquidation of obli-
gations equal to current year payments on 
leases entered into prior to the date of enact-
ment of this Act: Provided further, That for the 
purpose of recording and liquidating any lease 
obligations that should have been recorded and 
liquidated against accounts closed pursuant to 
31 U.S.C. 1552, and consistent with the pre-
ceding proviso, such amounts shall be trans-
ferred to and recorded in a no-year account in 
the Treasury, which has been established for 
the sole purpose of recording adjustments for 
and liquidating such unpaid obligations. 

FARM CREDIT ADMINISTRATION 
LIMITATION ON ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES 

Not to exceed $88,500,000 (from assessments 
collected from farm credit institutions, including 
the Federal Agricultural Mortgage Corporation) 
shall be obligated during the current fiscal year 
for administrative expenses as authorized under 
12 U.S.C. 2249: Provided, That this limitation 
shall not apply to expenses associated with re-
ceiverships: Provided further, That the agency 
may exceed this limitation by up to 10 percent 
with notification to the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress: Provided 
further, That the purposes of section 
3.7(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Farm Credit Act of 1971 (12 
U.S.C. 2128(b)(2)(A)(i)), the Farm Credit Admin-
istration may exempt, an amount in its sole dis-
cretion, from the application of the limitation 
provided in that clause of export loans described 
in the clause guaranteed or insured in a manner 
other than described in subclause (II) of the 
clause. 

TITLE VII 
GENERAL PROVISIONS 

(INCLUDING RESCISSIONS AND TRANSFERS OF 
FUNDS) 

SEC. 701. The Secretary may use any appro-
priations made available to the Department of 
Agriculture in this Act to purchase new pas-
senger motor vehicles, in addition to specific ap-
propriations for this purpose, so long as the 
total number of vehicles purchased in fiscal year 
2023 does not exceed the number of vehicles 
owned or leased in fiscal year 2018: Provided, 
That, prior to purchasing additional motor vehi-
cles, the Secretary must determine that such ve-
hicles are necessary for transportation safety, to 
reduce operational costs, and for the protection 
of life, property, and public safety: Provided 
further, That the Secretary may not increase 
the Department of Agriculture’s fleet above the 
2018 level unless the Secretary notifies in writ-
ing, and receives approval from, the Committees 
on Appropriations of both Houses of Congress 
within 30 days of the notification. 

SEC. 702. Notwithstanding any other provision 
of this Act, the Secretary of Agriculture may 
transfer unobligated balances of discretionary 
funds appropriated by this Act or any other 
available unobligated discretionary balances 
that are remaining available of the Department 
of Agriculture to the Working Capital Fund for 
the acquisition of property, plant and equip-
ment and for the improvement, delivery, and im-
plementation of Department financial, and ad-
ministrative information technology services, 
and other support systems necessary for the de-
livery of financial, administrative, and informa-
tion technology services, including cloud adop-
tion and migration, of primary benefit to the 
agencies of the Department of Agriculture, such 
transferred funds to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That none of the funds made 

available by this Act or any other Act shall be 
transferred to the Working Capital Fund with-
out the prior approval of the agency adminis-
trator: Provided further, That none of the funds 
transferred to the Working Capital Fund pursu-
ant to this section shall be available for obliga-
tion without written notification to and the 
prior approval of the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress: Provided fur-
ther, That none of the funds appropriated by 
this Act or made available to the Department’s 
Working Capital Fund shall be available for ob-
ligation or expenditure to make any changes to 
the Department’s National Finance Center with-
out written notification to and prior approval of 
the Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress as required by section 716 of 
this Act: Provided further, That none of the 
funds appropriated by this Act or made avail-
able to the Department’s Working Capital Fund 
shall be available for obligation or expenditure 
to initiate, plan, develop, implement, or make 
any changes to remove or relocate any systems, 
missions, personnel, or functions of the offices 
of the Chief Financial Officer and the Chief In-
formation Officer, co-located with or from the 
National Finance Center prior to written notifi-
cation to and prior approval of the Committee 
on Appropriations of both Houses of Congress 
and in accordance with the requirements of sec-
tion 716 of this Act: Provided further, That the 
National Finance Center Information Tech-
nology Services Division personnel and data 
center management responsibilities, and control 
of any functions, missions, and systems for cur-
rent and future human resources management 
and integrated personnel and payroll systems 
(PPS) and functions provided by the Chief Fi-
nancial Officer and the Chief Information Offi-
cer shall remain in the National Finance Center 
and under the management responsibility and 
administrative control of the National Finance 
Center: Provided further, That the Secretary of 
Agriculture and the offices of the Chief Finan-
cial Officer shall actively market to existing and 
new Departments and other government agen-
cies National Finance Center shared services in-
cluding, but not limited to, payroll, financial 
management, and human capital shared services 
and allow the National Finance Center to per-
form technology upgrades: Provided further, 
That of annual income amounts in the Working 
Capital Fund of the Department of Agriculture 
attributable to the amounts in excess of the true 
costs of the shared services provided by the Na-
tional Finance Center and budgeted for the Na-
tional Finance Center, the Secretary shall re-
serve not more than 4 percent for the replace-
ment or acquisition of capital equipment, in-
cluding equipment for the improvement, deliv-
ery, and implementation of financial, adminis-
trative, and information technology services, 
and other systems of the National Finance Cen-
ter or to pay any unforeseen, extraordinary cost 
of the National Finance Center: Provided fur-
ther, That none of the amounts reserved shall be 
available for obligation unless the Secretary 
submits written notification of the obligation to 
the Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress: Provided further, That the 
limitations on the obligation of funds pending 
notification to Congressional Committees shall 
not apply to any obligation that, as determined 
by the Secretary, is necessary to respond to a 
declared state of emergency that significantly 
impacts the operations of the National Finance 
Center; or to evacuate employees of the National 
Finance Center to a safe haven to continue op-
erations of the National Finance Center. 

SEC. 703. No part of any appropriation con-
tained in this Act shall remain available for ob-
ligation beyond the current fiscal year unless 
expressly so provided herein. 

SEC. 704. No funds appropriated by this Act 
may be used to pay negotiated indirect cost 
rates on cooperative agreements or similar ar-
rangements between the United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture and nonprofit institutions 
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in excess of 10 percent of the total direct cost of 
the agreement when the purpose of such cooper-
ative arrangements is to carry out programs of 
mutual interest between the two parties. This 
does not preclude appropriate payment of indi-
rect costs on grants and contracts with such in-
stitutions when such indirect costs are computed 
on a similar basis for all agencies for which ap-
propriations are provided in this Act. 

SEC. 705. Appropriations to the Department of 
Agriculture for the cost of direct and guaran-
teed loans made available in the current fiscal 
year shall remain available until expended to 
disburse obligations made in the current fiscal 
year for the following accounts: the Rural De-
velopment Loan Fund program account, the 
Rural Electrification and Telecommunication 
Loans program account, and the Rural Housing 
Insurance Fund program account. 

SEC. 706. None of the funds made available to 
the Department of Agriculture by this Act may 
be used to acquire new information technology 
systems or significant upgrades, as determined 
by the Office of the Chief Information Officer, 
without the approval of the Chief Information 
Officer and the concurrence of the Executive In-
formation Technology Investment Review 
Board: Provided, That notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, none of the funds appro-
priated or otherwise made available by this Act 
may be transferred to the Office of the Chief In-
formation Officer without written notification 
to and the prior approval of the Committees on 
Appropriations of both Houses of Congress: Pro-
vided further, That notwithstanding section 
11319 of title 40, United States Code, none of the 
funds available to the Department of Agri-
culture for information technology shall be obli-
gated for projects, contracts, or other agree-
ments over $25,000 prior to receipt of written ap-
proval by the Chief Information Officer: Pro-
vided further, That the Chief Information Offi-
cer may authorize an agency to obligate funds 
without written approval from the Chief Infor-
mation Officer for projects, contracts, or other 
agreements up to $250,000 based upon the per-
formance of an agency measured against the 
performance plan requirements described in the 
explanatory statement accompanying Public 
Law 113–235. 

SEC. 707. Funds made available under section 
524(b) of the Federal Crop Insurance Act (7 
U.S.C. 1524(b)) in the current fiscal year shall 
remain available until expended to disburse obli-
gations made in the current fiscal year. 

SEC. 708. Notwithstanding any other provision 
of law, any former Rural Utilities Service bor-
rower that has repaid or prepaid an insured, di-
rect or guaranteed loan under the Rural Elec-
trification Act of 1936, or any not-for-profit util-
ity that is eligible to receive an insured or direct 
loan under such Act, shall be eligible for assist-
ance under section 313B(a) of such Act in the 
same manner as a borrower under such Act. 

SEC. 709. (a) Except as otherwise specifically 
provided by law, not more than $20,000,000 in 
unobligated balances from appropriations made 
available for salaries and expenses in this Act 
for the Farm Service Agency shall remain avail-
able through September 30, 2024, for information 
technology expenses. 

(b) Except as otherwise specifically provided 
by law, not more than $20,000,000 in unobligated 
balances from appropriations made available for 
salaries and expenses in this Act for the Rural 
Development mission area shall remain avail-
able through September 30, 2024, for information 
technology expenses. 

SEC. 710. None of the funds appropriated or 
otherwise made available by this Act may be 
used for first-class travel by the employees of 
agencies funded by this Act in contravention of 
sections 301–10.122 through 301–10.124 of title 41, 
Code of Federal Regulations. 

SEC. 711. In the case of each program estab-
lished or amended by the Agricultural Act of 
2014 (Public Law 113–79) or by a successor to 
that Act, other than by title I or subtitle A of 

title III of such Act, or programs for which in-
definite amounts were provided in that Act, that 
is authorized or required to be carried out using 
funds of the Commodity Credit Corporation— 

(1) such funds shall be available for salaries 
and related administrative expenses, including 
technical assistance, associated with the imple-
mentation of the program, without regard to the 
limitation on the total amount of allotments and 
fund transfers contained in section 11 of the 
Commodity Credit Corporation Charter Act (15 
U.S.C. 714i); and 

(2) the use of such funds for such purpose 
shall not be considered to be a fund transfer or 
allotment for purposes of applying the limitation 
on the total amount of allotments and fund 
transfers contained in such section. 

SEC. 712. Of the funds made available by this 
Act, not more than $2,900,000 shall be used to 
cover necessary expenses of activities related to 
all advisory committees, panels, commissions, 
and task forces of the Department of Agri-
culture, except for panels used to comply with 
negotiated rule makings and panels used to 
evaluate competitively awarded grants. 

SEC. 713. (a) None of the funds made available 
in this Act may be used to maintain or establish 
a computer network unless such network blocks 
the viewing, downloading, and exchanging of 
pornography. 

(b) Nothing in subsection (a) shall limit the 
use of funds necessary for any Federal, State, 
tribal, or local law enforcement agency or any 
other entity carrying out criminal investiga-
tions, prosecution, or adjudication activities. 

SEC. 714. Notwithstanding subsection (b) of 
section 14222 of Public Law 110–246 (7 U.S.C. 
612c–6; in this section referred to as ‘‘section 
14222’’), none of the funds appropriated or oth-
erwise made available by this or any other Act 
shall be used to pay the salaries and expenses of 
personnel to carry out a program under section 
32 of the Act of August 24, 1935 (7 U.S.C. 612c; 
in this section referred to as ‘‘section 32’’) in ex-
cess of $1,483,309,000 (exclusive of carryover ap-
propriations from prior fiscal years), as follows: 
Child Nutrition Programs Entitlement Commod-
ities—$485,000,000; State Option Contracts— 
$5,000,000; Removal of Defective Commodities— 
$2,500,000; Administration of section 32 Com-
modity Purchases—$37,178,000: Provided, That, 
of the total funds made available in the matter 
preceding this proviso that remain unobligated 
on October 1, 2023, such unobligated balances 
shall carryover into fiscal year 2024 and shall 
remain available until expended for any of the 
purposes of section 32, except that any such car-
ryover funds used in accordance with clause (3) 
of section 32 may not exceed $350,000,000 and 
may not be obligated until the Secretary of Agri-
culture provides written notification of the ex-
penditures to the Committees on Appropriations 
of both Houses of Congress at least two weeks in 
advance: Provided further, That, with the ex-
ception of any available carryover funds au-
thorized in any prior appropriations Act to be 
used for the purposes of clause (3) of section 32, 
none of the funds appropriated or otherwise 
made available by this or any other Act shall be 
used to pay the salaries or expenses of any em-
ployee of the Department of Agriculture to carry 
out clause (3) of section 32. 

SEC. 715. None of the funds appropriated by 
this or any other Act shall be used to pay the 
salaries and expenses of personnel who prepare 
or submit appropriations language as part of the 
President’s budget submission to the Congress 
for programs under the jurisdiction of the Ap-
propriations Subcommittees on Agriculture, 
Rural Development, Food and Drug Administra-
tion, and Related Agencies that assumes reve-
nues or reflects a reduction from the previous 
year due to user fees proposals that have not 
been enacted into law prior to the submission of 
the budget unless such budget submission iden-
tifies which additional spending reductions 
should occur in the event the user fees proposals 
are not enacted prior to the date of the con-

vening of a committee of conference for the fis-
cal year 2024 appropriations Act. 

SEC. 716. (a) None of the funds provided by 
this Act, or provided by previous appropriations 
Acts to the agencies funded by this Act that re-
main available for obligation or expenditure in 
the current fiscal year, or provided from any ac-
counts in the Treasury derived by the collection 
of fees available to the agencies funded by this 
Act, shall be available for obligation or expendi-
ture through a reprogramming, transfer of 
funds, or reimbursements as authorized by the 
Economy Act, or in the case of the Department 
of Agriculture, through use of the authority 
provided by section 702(b) of the Department of 
Agriculture Organic Act of 1944 (7 U.S.C. 2257) 
or section 8 of Public Law 89–106 (7 U.S.C. 2263), 
that— 

(1) creates new programs; 
(2) eliminates a program, project, or activity; 
(3) increases funds or personnel by any means 

for any project or activity for which funds have 
been denied or restricted; 

(4) relocates an office or employees; 
(5) reorganizes offices, programs, or activities; 

or 
(6) contracts out or privatizes any functions 

or activities presently performed by Federal em-
ployees; 
unless the Secretary of Agriculture, the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services, or the 
Chairman of the Commodity Futures Trading 
Commission (as the case may be) notifies in 
writing and receives approval from the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress at least 30 days in advance of the re-
programming of such funds or the use of such 
authority. 

(b) None of the funds provided by this Act, or 
provided by previous Appropriations Acts to the 
agencies funded by this Act that remain avail-
able for obligation or expenditure in the current 
fiscal year, or provided from any accounts in 
the Treasury derived by the collection of fees 
available to the agencies funded by this Act, 
shall be available for obligation or expenditure 
for activities, programs, or projects through a 
reprogramming or use of the authorities referred 
to in subsection (a) involving funds in excess of 
$500,000 or 10 percent, whichever is less, that— 

(1) augments existing programs, projects, or 
activities; 

(2) reduces by 10 percent funding for any ex-
isting program, project, or activity, or numbers 
of personnel by 10 percent as approved by Con-
gress; or 

(3) results from any general savings from a re-
duction in personnel which would result in a 
change in existing programs, activities, or 
projects as approved by Congress; 
unless the Secretary of Agriculture, the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services, or the 
Chairman of the Commodity Futures Trading 
Commission (as the case may be) notifies in 
writing and receives approval from the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress at least 30 days in advance of the re-
programming or transfer of such funds or the 
use of such authority. 

(c) The Secretary of Agriculture, the Secretary 
of Health and Human Services, or the Chairman 
of the Commodity Futures Trading Commission 
shall notify in writing and receive approval 
from the Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress before implementing any 
program or activity not carried out during the 
previous fiscal year unless the program or activ-
ity is funded by this Act or specifically funded 
by any other Act. 

(d) None of the funds provided by this Act, or 
provided by previous Appropriations Acts to the 
agencies funded by this Act that remain avail-
able for obligation or expenditure in the current 
fiscal year, or provided from any accounts in 
the Treasury derived by the collection of fees 
available to the agencies funded by this Act, 
shall be available for— 
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(1) modifying major capital investments fund-

ing levels, including information technology sys-
tems, that involves increasing or decreasing 
funds in the current fiscal year for the indi-
vidual investment in excess of $500,000 or 10 per-
cent of the total cost, whichever is less; 

(2) realigning or reorganizing new, current, or 
vacant positions or agency activities or func-
tions to establish a center, office, branch, or 
similar entity with five or more personnel; or 

(3) carrying out activities or functions that 
were not described in the budget request; 
unless the agencies funded by this Act notify, in 
writing, the Committees on Appropriations of 
both Houses of Congress at least 30 days in ad-
vance of using the funds for these purposes. 

(e) As described in this section, no funds may 
be used for any activities unless the Secretary of 
Agriculture, the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services, or the Chairman of the Commodity Fu-
tures Trading Commission receives from the 
Committee on Appropriations of both Houses of 
Congress written or electronic mail confirmation 
of receipt of the notification as required in this 
section. 

SEC. 717. Notwithstanding section 310B(g)(5) 
of the Consolidated Farm and Rural Develop-
ment Act (7 U.S.C. 1932(g)(5)), the Secretary 
may assess a one-time fee for any guaranteed 
business and industry loan in an amount that 
does not exceed 3 percent of the guaranteed 
principal portion of the loan. 

SEC. 718. None of the funds appropriated or 
otherwise made available to the Department of 
Agriculture, the Food and Drug Administration, 
the Commodity Futures Trading Commission, or 
the Farm Credit Administration shall be used to 
transmit or otherwise make available reports, 
questions, or responses to questions that are a 
result of information requested for the appro-
priations hearing process to any non-Depart-
ment of Agriculture, non-Department of Health 
and Human Services, non-Commodity Futures 
Trading Commission, or non-Farm Credit Ad-
ministration employee. 

SEC. 719. Unless otherwise authorized by exist-
ing law, none of the funds provided in this Act, 
may be used by an executive branch agency to 
produce any prepackaged news story intended 
for broadcast or distribution in the United 
States unless the story includes a clear notifica-
tion within the text or audio of the prepackaged 
news story that the prepackaged news story was 
prepared or funded by that executive branch 
agency. 

SEC. 720. No employee of the Department of 
Agriculture may be detailed or assigned from an 
agency or office funded by this Act or any other 
Act to any other agency or office of the Depart-
ment for more than 60 days in a fiscal year un-
less the individual’s employing agency or office 
is fully reimbursed by the receiving agency or 
office for the salary and expenses of the em-
ployee for the period of assignment. 

SEC. 721. Not later than 30 days after the date 
of enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Agri-
culture, the Commissioner of the Food and Drug 
Administration, the Chairman of the Commodity 
Futures Trading Commission, and the Chairman 
of the Farm Credit Administration shall submit 
to the Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress a detailed spending plan by 
program, project, and activity for all the funds 
made available under this Act including appro-
priated user fees, as defined in the report ac-
companying this Act. 

SEC. 722. None of the funds made available by 
this Act may be used to propose, promulgate, or 
implement any rule, or take any other action 
with respect to, allowing or requiring informa-
tion intended for a prescribing health care pro-
fessional, in the case of a drug or biological 
product subject to section 503(b)(1) of the Fed-
eral Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 
353(b)(1)), to be distributed to such professional 
electronically (in lieu of in paper form) unless 
and until a Federal law is enacted to allow or 
require such distribution. 

SEC. 723. For the purposes of determining eli-
gibility or level of program assistance for Rural 
Development programs the Secretary shall not 
include incarcerated prison populations. 

SEC. 724. For loans and loan guarantees that 
do not require budget authority and the pro-
gram level has been established in this Act, the 
Secretary of Agriculture may increase the pro-
gram level for such loans and loan guarantees 
by not more than 25 percent: Provided, That 
prior to the Secretary implementing such an in-
crease, the Secretary notifies, in writing, the 
Committees on Appropriations of both Houses of 
Congress at least 15 days in advance. 

SEC. 725. None of the credit card refunds or re-
bates transferred to the Working Capital Fund 
pursuant to section 729 of the Agriculture, 
Rural Development, Food and Drug Administra-
tion, and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 
2002 (7 U.S.C. 2235a; Public Law 107–76) shall be 
available for obligation without written notifi-
cation to, and the prior approval of, the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of both Houses of 
Congress: Provided, That the refunds or rebates 
so transferred shall be available for obligation 
only for the acquisition of property, plant and 
equipment, including equipment for the im-
provement, delivery, and implementation of De-
partmental financial management, information 
technology, and other support systems necessary 
for the delivery of financial, administrative, and 
information technology services, including cloud 
adoption and migration, of primary benefit to 
the agencies of the Department of Agriculture. 

SEC. 726. None of the funds made available by 
this Act may be used to implement, administer, 
or enforce the ‘‘variety’’ requirements of the 
final rule entitled ‘‘Enhancing Retailer Stand-
ards in the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP)’’ published by the Department 
of Agriculture in the Federal Register on Decem-
ber 15, 2016 (81 Fed. Reg. 90675) until the Sec-
retary of Agriculture amends the definition of 
the term ‘‘variety’’ as defined in section 
278.1(b)(1)(ii)(C) of title 7, Code of Federal Reg-
ulations, and ‘‘variety’’ as applied in the defini-
tion of the term ‘‘staple food’’ as defined in sec-
tion 271.2 of title 7, Code of Federal Regulations, 
to increase the number of items that qualify as 
acceptable varieties in each staple food category 
so that the total number of such items in each 
staple food category exceeds the number of such 
items in each staple food category included in 
the final rule as published on December 15, 2016: 
Provided, That until the Secretary promulgates 
such regulatory amendments, the Secretary 
shall apply the requirements regarding accept-
able varieties and breadth of stock to Supple-
mental Nutrition Assistance Program retailers 
that were in effect on the day before the date of 
the enactment of the Agricultural Act of 2014 
(Public Law 113–79). 

SEC. 727. In carrying out subsection (h) of sec-
tion 502 of the Housing Act of 1949 (42 U.S.C. 
1472), the Secretary of Agriculture shall have 
the same authority with respect to loans guar-
anteed under such section and eligible lenders 
for such loans as the Secretary has under sub-
sections (h) and (j) of section 538 of such Act (42 
U.S.C. 1490p–2) with respect to loans guaranteed 
under such section 538 and eligible lenders for 
such loans. 

SEC. 728. None of the funds appropriated or 
otherwise made available by this Act shall be 
available for the United States Department of 
Agriculture to propose, finalize or implement 
any regulation that would promulgate new user 
fees pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 9701 after the date of 
the enactment of this Act. 

SEC. 729. For fiscal year 2023, the Secretary 
shall establish a process under which an estab-
lishment in the Chesapeake Bay area that is 
subject to examination and inspection under 
section 6 of the Federal Meat Inspection Act 
solely due to the establishment’s processing of 
domestic, wild caught, invasive blue catfish 
(Ictalurus furcatus), may apply for a waiver of 
such examination and inspection requirements if 

the establishment is subject to inspection under 
the Seafood Hazard Analysis Critical Control 
Points Program of the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration and the establishment attests that it ap-
plies existing Seafood Hazard Critical Control 
Points Program for all species processed at the 
establishment. 

SEC. 730. Notwithstanding any provision of 
law that regulates the calculation and payment 
of overtime and holiday pay for FSIS inspectors, 
the Secretary may charge establishments subject 
to the inspection requirements of the Poultry 
Products Inspection Act, 21 U.S.C. 451 et seq., 
the Federal Meat Inspection Act, 21 U.S.C. 601 
et seq, and the Egg Products Inspection Act, 21 
U.S.C. 1031 et seq., for the cost of inspection 
services provided outside of an establishment’s 
approved inspection shifts, and for inspection 
services provided on Federal holidays: Provided, 
That any sums charged pursuant to this para-
graph shall be deemed as overtime pay or holi-
day pay under section 1001(d) of the American 
Rescue Plan Act of 2021 (Public Law 117–2, 135 
Stat. 242): Provided further, That sums received 
by the Secretary under this paragraph shall, in 
addition to other available funds, remain avail-
able until expended to the Secretary without 
further appropriation for the purpose of fund-
ing all costs associated with FSIS inspections. 

SEC. 731. (a) The Secretary of Agriculture 
shall— 

(1) conduct audits in a manner that evaluates 
the following factors in the country or region 
being audited, as applicable— 

(A) veterinary control and oversight; 
(B) disease history and vaccination practices; 
(C) livestock demographics and traceability; 
(D) epidemiological separation from potential 

sources of infection; 
(E) surveillance practices; 
(F) diagnostic laboratory capabilities; and 
(G) emergency preparedness and response; 

and 
(2) promptly make publicly available the final 

reports of any audits or reviews conducted pur-
suant to subsection (1). 

(b) This section shall be applied in a manner 
consistent with United States obligations under 
its international trade agreements. 

SEC. 732. None of the funds made available by 
this Act may be used to implement section 3.7(f) 
of the Farm Credit Act of 1971 in a manner in-
consistent with section 343(a)(13) of the Consoli-
dated Farm and Rural Development Act. 

SEC. 733. In this fiscal year and thereafter, 
and notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, none of the funds made available by this 
Act may be used to carry out any activities or 
incur any expense related to the issuance of li-
censes under section 3 of the Animal Welfare 
Act (7 U.S.C. 2133), or the renewal of such li-
censes, to class B dealers who sell Random 
Source dogs and cats for use in research, experi-
ments, teaching, or testing. 

SEC. 734. (a)(1) No Federal funds made avail-
able for this fiscal year for the rural water, 
waste water, waste disposal, and solid waste 
management programs authorized by sections 
306, 306A, 306C, 306D, 306E, and 310B of the 
Consolidated Farm and Rural Development Act 
(7 U.S.C. 1926 et seq.) shall be used for a project 
for the construction, alteration, maintenance, or 
repair of a public water or wastewater system 
unless all of the iron and steel products used in 
the project are produced in the United States. 

(2) In this section, the term ‘‘iron and steel 
products’’ means the following products made 
primarily of iron or steel: lined or unlined pipes 
and fittings, manhole covers and other munic-
ipal castings, hydrants, tanks, flanges, pipe 
clamps and restraints, valves, structural steel, 
reinforced precast concrete, and construction 
materials. 

(b) Subsection (a) shall not apply in any case 
or category of cases in which the Secretary of 
Agriculture (in this section referred to as the 
‘‘Secretary’’) or the designee of the Secretary 
finds that— 
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(1) applying subsection (a) would be incon-

sistent with the public interest; 
(2) iron and steel products are not produced in 

the United States in sufficient and reasonably 
available quantities or of a satisfactory quality; 
or 

(3) inclusion of iron and steel products pro-
duced in the United States will increase the cost 
of the overall project by more than 25 percent. 

(c) If the Secretary or the designee receives a 
request for a waiver under this section, the Sec-
retary or the designee shall make available to 
the public on an informal basis a copy of the re-
quest and information available to the Secretary 
or the designee concerning the request, and 
shall allow for informal public input on the re-
quest for at least 15 days prior to making a find-
ing based on the request. The Secretary or the 
designee shall make the request and accom-
panying information available by electronic 
means, including on the official public Internet 
Web site of the Department. 

(d) This section shall be applied in a manner 
consistent with United States obligations under 
international agreements. 

(e) The Secretary may retain up to 0.25 per-
cent of the funds appropriated in this Act for 
‘‘Rural Utilities Service—Rural Water and 
Waste Disposal Program Account’’ for carrying 
out the provisions described in subsection (a)(1) 
for management and oversight of the require-
ments of this section. 

(f) Subsection (a) shall not apply with respect 
to a project for which the engineering plans and 
specifications include use of iron and steel prod-
ucts otherwise prohibited by such subsection if 
the plans and specifications have received re-
quired approvals from State agencies prior to 
the date of enactment of this Act. 

(g) For purposes of this section, the terms 
‘‘United States’’ and ‘‘State’’ shall include each 
of the several States, the District of Columbia, 
and each Federally recognized Indian Tribe. 

SEC. 735. None of the funds appropriated by 
this Act may be used in any way, directly or in-
directly, to influence congressional action on 
any legislation or appropriation matters pend-
ing before Congress, other than to communicate 
to Members of Congress as described in 18 U.S.C. 
1913. 

SEC. 736. Of the total amounts made available 
by this Act for direct loans and grants under the 
following headings: ‘‘Rural Housing Service— 
Rural Housing Insurance Fund Program Ac-
count’’; ‘‘Rural Housing Service—Mutual and 
Self-Help Housing Grants’’; ‘‘Rural Housing 
Service—Rural Housing Assistance Grants’’; 
‘‘Rural Housing Service—Rural Community Fa-
cilities Program Account’’; ‘‘Rural Business-Co-
operative Service—Rural Business Program Ac-
count’’; ‘‘Rural Business-Cooperative Service— 
Rural Economic Development Loans Program 
Account’’; ‘‘Rural Business-Cooperative Serv-
ice—Rural Cooperative Development Grants’’; 
‘‘Rural Business-Cooperative Service—Rural 
Microentrepreneur Assistance Program’’; 
‘‘Rural Utilities Service—Rural Water and 
Waste Disposal Program Account’’; ‘‘Rural Util-
ities Service—Rural Electrification and Tele-
communications Loans Program Account’’; and 
‘‘Rural Utilities Service—Distance Learning, 
Telemedicine, and Broadband Program’’, to the 
maximum extent feasible, at least 10 percent of 
the funds shall be allocated for assistance in 
persistent poverty counties under this section, 
including, notwithstanding any other provision 
regarding population limits, any county seat of 
such a persistent poverty county that has a pop-
ulation that does not exceed the authorized pop-
ulation limit by more than 10 percent: Provided, 
That for purposes of this section, the term ‘‘per-
sistent poverty counties’’ means any county 
that has had 20 percent or more of its popu-
lation living in poverty over the past 30 years, 
as measured by the 1990 and 2000 decennial cen-
suses, and 2007–2011 American Community Sur-
vey 5-year average, or any territory or posses-
sion of the United States: Provided further, 

That with respect to specific activities for which 
program levels have been made available by this 
Act that are not supported by budget authority, 
the requirements of this section shall be applied 
to such program level. 

SEC. 737. None of the funds made available by 
this Act may be used to notify a sponsor or oth-
erwise acknowledge receipt of a submission for 
an exemption for investigational use of a drug 
or biological product under section 505(i) of the 
Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 
U.S.C. 355(i)) or section 351(a)(3) of the Public 
Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 262(a)(3)) in re-
search in which a human embryo is inten-
tionally created or modified to include a heri-
table genetic modification. Any such submission 
shall be deemed to have not been received by the 
Secretary, and the exemption may not go into 
effect. 

SEC. 738. None of the funds made available by 
this or any other Act may be used to enforce the 
final rule promulgated by the Food and Drug 
Administration entitled ‘‘Standards for the 
Growing, Harvesting, Packing, and Holding of 
Produce for Human Consumption,’’ and pub-
lished on November 27, 2015, with respect to the 
regulation of entities that grow, harvest, pack, 
or hold wine grapes, hops, pulse crops, or al-
monds. 

SEC. 739. There is hereby appropriated 
$5,000,000, to remain available until September 
30, 2024, for a pilot program for the National In-
stitute of Food and Agriculture to provide 
grants to nonprofit organizations for programs 
and services to establish and enhance farming 
and ranching opportunities for military vet-
erans. 

SEC. 740. For school years 2022–2023 and 2023– 
2024, none of the funds made available by this 
Act may be used to implement or enforce the 
matter following the first comma in the second 
sentence of footnote (c) of section 220.8(c) of title 
7, Code of Federal Regulations, with respect to 
the substitution of vegetables for fruits under 
the school breakfast program established under 
section 4 of the Child Nutrition Act of 1966 (42 
U.S.C. 1773). 

SEC. 741. None of the funds made available by 
this Act or any other Act may be used— 

(1) in contravention of section 7606 of the Ag-
ricultural Act of 2014 (7 U.S.C. 5940), subtitle G 
of the Agricultural Marketing Act of 1946, or 
section 10114 of the Agriculture Improvement 
Act of 2018; or 

(2) to prohibit the transportation, processing, 
sale, or use of hemp, or seeds of such plant, that 
is grown or cultivated in accordance with sec-
tion 7606 of the Agricultural Act of 2014 or Sub-
title G of the Agricultural Marketing Act of 
1946, within or outside the State in which the 
hemp is grown or cultivated. 

SEC. 742. There is hereby appropriated 
$3,000,000, to remain available until expended, 
for grants under section 12502 of Public Law 
115–334. 

SEC. 743. There is hereby appropriated 
$1,000,000 to carry out section 3307 of Public 
Law 115–334. 

SEC. 744. The Secretary of Agriculture may 
waive the matching funds requirement under 
section 412(g) of the Agricultural Research, Ex-
tension, and Education Reform Act of 1998 (7 
U.S.C. 7632(g)). 

SEC. 745. There is hereby appropriated 
$2,000,000, to remain available until expended, 
for a pilot program for the Secretary to provide 
grants to qualified non-profit organizations and 
public housing authorities to provide technical 
assistance, including financial and legal serv-
ices, to RHS multi-family housing borrowers to 
facilitate the acquisition of RHS multi-family 
housing properties in areas where the Secretary 
determines a risk of loss of affordable housing, 
by non-profit housing organizations and public 
housing authorities as authorized by law that 
commit to keep such properties in the RHS 
multi-family housing program for a period of 
time as determined by the Secretary. 

SEC. 746. There is hereby appropriated 
$3,000,000, to carry out section 4208 of Public 
Law 115–334, including for project locations in 
additional regions and timely completion of re-
quired reporting to Congress. 

SEC. 747. There is hereby appropriated 
$5,000,000 to carry out section 12301 of Public 
Law 115–334, Farming Opportunities Training 
and Outreach. 

SEC. 748. In response to an eligible community 
where the drinking water supplies are inad-
equate due to a natural disaster, as determined 
by the Secretary, including drought or severe 
weather, the Secretary may provide potable 
water through the Emergency Community Water 
Assistance Grant Program for an additional pe-
riod of time not to exceed 120 days beyond the 
established period provided under the Program 
in order to protect public health. 

SEC. 749. Funds made available under title II 
of the Food for Peace Act (7 U.S.C. 1721 et seq.) 
may only be used to provide assistance to recipi-
ent nations if adequate monitoring and controls, 
as determined by the Administrator, are in place 
to ensure that emergency food aid is received by 
the intended beneficiaries in areas affected by 
food shortages and not diverted for unauthor-
ized or inappropriate purposes. 

SEC. 750. In this fiscal year and thereafter, 
and notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, ARS facilities as described in the ‘‘Memo-
randum of Understanding Between the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Service (APHIS) and the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture Agricultural Re-
search Service (ARS) Concerning Laboratory 
Animal Welfare’’ (16–6100–0103–MU Revision 16– 
1) shall be inspected by APHIS for compliance 
with the Animal Welfare Act and its regulations 
and standards. 

SEC. 751. None of the funds made available by 
this Act may be used to procure raw or proc-
essed poultry products imported into the United 
States from the People’s Republic of China for 
use in the school lunch program under the Rich-
ard B. Russell National School Lunch Act (42 
U.S.C. 1751 et seq.), the Child and Adult Care 
Food Program under section 17 of such Act (42 
U.S.C. 1766), the Summer Food Service Program 
for Children under section 13 of such Act (42 
U.S.C. 1761), or the school breakfast program 
under the Child Nutrition Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 
1771 et seq.). 

SEC. 752. For school year 2023–2024, only a 
school food authority that had a negative bal-
ance in the nonprofit school food service ac-
count as of June 30, 2022, shall be required to es-
tablish a price for paid lunches in accordance 
with section 12(p) of the Richard B. Russell Na-
tional School Lunch Act (42 U.S.C. 1760(p)). 

SEC. 753. There is hereby appropriated 
$2,000,000, to remain available until expended, 
for the Secretary of Agriculture to carry out a 
pilot program that assists rural hospitals to im-
prove long-term operations and financial health 
by providing technical assistance through anal-
ysis of current hospital management practices. 

SEC. 754. Any funds made available by this or 
any other Act that the Secretary withholds pur-
suant to section 1668(g)(2) of the Food, Agri-
culture, Conservation, and Trade Act of 1990 (7 
U.S.C. 5921(g)(2)), as amended, shall be avail-
able for grants for biotechnology risk assessment 
research: Provided, That the Secretary may 
transfer such funds among appropriations of the 
Department of Agriculture for purposes of mak-
ing such grants. 

SEC. 755. Hereafter, none of the funds made 
available by this Act or any other Act, may be 
used to pay the salaries or expenses of personnel 
to implement any activities related to: 

(a) the permitting of non-recording of ob-
served violations of the Animal Welfare Act or 
its regulations on official inspection reports; or 

(b) the prioritizing of education or collabo-
rative approaches to violations or noncompli-
ance ahead of enforcement under the Animal 
Welfare Act. 
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SEC. 756. There is hereby appropriated 

$400,000 to carry out section 1672(g)(4)(B) of the 
Food, Agriculture, Conservation, and Trade Act 
of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 5925(g)(4(B)) as amended by 
section 7209 of Public Law 115–334. 

SEC. 757. For necessary expenses associated 
with cotton classing activities pursuant to 7 
U.S.C. 55, to include equipment and facility up-
grades, and in addition to any other funds made 
available for this purpose, there is appropriated 
$4,000,000, to remain available until September 
30, 2024: Provided, That amounts made available 
in this section shall be treated as funds collected 
by fees authorized under Mar. 4, 1923, ch. 288, 
§5, 42 Stat. 1518, as amended (7 U.S.C. 55). 

SEC. 758. Notwithstanding any other provision 
of law, no funds available to the Department of 
Agriculture may be used to move any staff office 
or any agency from the mission area in which it 
was located on August 1, 2018, to any other mis-
sion area or office within the Department in the 
absence of the enactment of specific legislation 
affirming such move. 

SEC. 759. The Secretary, acting through the 
Chief of the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service, may use funds appropriated under this 
Act or any other Act for the Watershed and 
Flood Prevention Operations Program and the 
Watershed Rehabilitation Program carried out 
pursuant to the Watershed Protection and 
Flood Prevention Act (16 U.S.C. 1001 et seq.), 
and for the Emergency Watershed Protection 
Program carried out pursuant to section 403 of 
the Agricultural Credit Act of 1978 (16 U.S.C. 
2203) to provide technical services for such pro-
grams pursuant to section 1252(a)(1) of the Food 
Security Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3851(a)(1)), not-
withstanding subsection (c) of such section. 

SEC. 760. In administering the pilot program 
established by section 779 of division A of the 
Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2018 (Public 
Law 115–141), the Secretary of Agriculture may, 
for purposes of determining entities eligible to 
receive assistance, consider those communities 
which are ‘‘Areas Rural in Character’’: Pro-
vided, That not more than 10 percent of the 
funds made available under the heading ‘‘Dis-
tance Learning, Telemedicine, and Broadband 
Program’’ for the purposes of the pilot program 
established by section 779 of Public Law 115–141 
may be used for this purpose. 

SEC. 761. There is hereby appropriated 
$29,700,000 for the Goodfellow Federal facility, 
to remain available until expended, which shall 
be transferred to and merged with the appro-
priation for ‘‘Food Safety and Inspection Serv-
ice’’. 

SEC. 762. Hereafter, none of the funds made 
available by this Act or any other Act may be 
used to pay the salaries or expenses of per-
sonnel— 

(1) to inspect horses under section 3 of the 
Federal Meat Inspection Act (21 U.S.C. 603); 

(2) to inspect horses under section 903 of the 
Federal Agriculture Improvement and Reform 
Act of 1996 (7 U.S.C. 1901 note; Public Law 104– 
127); or 

(3) to implement or enforce section 352.19 of 
title 9, Code of Federal Regulations (or a suc-
cessor regulation). 

SEC. 763. There is appropriated to the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, for an additional amount 
for ‘‘Agricultural Programs—Processing, Re-
search, and Marketing—Office of the Sec-
retary’’, $5,000,000, which shall remain available 
until expended, for necessary expenses, under 
such terms and conditions determined by the 
Secretary, related to testing soil, water, or agri-
cultural products for per- and polyfluoroalkyl 
substances (PFAS) at the request of an agricul-
tural producer, assisting agricultural producers 
affected by PFAS contamination with costs re-
lated to mitigate the impacts to their operation 
that have resulted from such contamination and 
indemnifying agricultural producers for the 
value of unmarketable crops, livestock, and 
other agricultural products related to PFAS 
contamination: Provided, That the Secretary 

shall prioritize such assistance to agricultural 
producers in states and territories that have es-
tablished a tolerance threshold for PFAS in a 
food or agricultural product: Provided further, 
That, not later than 90 days after the end of fis-
cal year 2023, the Secretary shall submit a report 
to the Congress specifying the type, amount, 
and method of such assistance by state and ter-
ritory and the status of the amounts obligated 
and plans for further expenditure, and include 
improvements that can be made to U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture programs, either adminis-
tratively or legislatively, to increase support for 
agricultural producers impacted by PFAS con-
tamination and to enhance scientific knowledge 
on PFAS uptake in crops and livestock and 
PFAS mitigation and remediation methods and 
disseminate such knowledge to agricultural pro-
ducers. 

SEC. 764. Any future compliance date for any 
provision of the Food and Drug Administra-
tion’s final rule entitled ‘‘Milk and Cream Prod-
ucts and Yogurt Products; Final Rule To Re-
voke the Standards for Lowfat Yogurt and Non-
fat Yogurt and To Amend the Standard for Yo-
gurt’’ (86 Fed. Reg. 31117, June 11, 2021) for 
which the agency is exercising enforcement dis-
cretion or that is stayed as a result of objections 
timely filed under 21 U.S.C. 371(e)(2), shall be 
established no earlier than January 1 of the 
year that is three years after either: 

(a) Final action upon such objection(s) is 
taken by the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services; or 

(b) The party withdraws such objection(s). 
SEC. 765. In addition to the amount of reim-

bursement for administrative and operating ex-
penses available for crop insurance contracts 
described in subsection (a)(2)(F) of section III of 
the 2023 Standard Reinsurance Agreement 
(SRA) that cover agricultural commodities de-
scribed in section 101 of title I of the Specialty 
Crops Competitiveness Act of 2004 (7 U.S.C. 1621 
note), there is hereby appropriated $50,000,000, 
to remain available until expended, to pay, with 
respect to such contracts for the 2021 reinsur-
ance year, an amount that is equal to the dif-
ference between the amount to be paid pursuant 
to the SRA for the applicable reinsurance year 
and the amount that would be paid if such con-
tracts were not subject to a reduction described 
in subsection (a)(2)(G) of section III of the SRA 
but subject to a reimbursement rate equal to 17.5 
percent of the net book premium. 

SEC. 766. There is appropriated to the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, for an additional amount 
for ‘‘Agricultural Programs—Processing, Re-
search, and Marketing—Office of the Sec-
retary’’, $10,000,000, which shall remain avail-
able until expended, for necessary expenses to 
address assistance for disasters occurring in cal-
endar year 2022. 

SEC. 767. In addition to amounts otherwise 
available, there is appropriated to the Secretary 
of Agriculture $50,000,000, to remain available 
until September 30, 2023, to provide relief pay-
ments for frontline grocery workers through the 
Farmworker and Food Worker Relief Grant Pro-
gram of the Agricultural Marketing Service. 

SEC. 768. None of the funds made available by 
this Act may be used to review or approve an 
application under section 505(i) of the Federal 
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 355(i)) 
or section 351(a)(3) of the Public Health Service 
Act (42 U.S.C. 262(a)(3)) that is submitted by a 
sponsor located in Russia, unless such applica-
tion is for a drug that is intended to treat a seri-
ous or life-threatening condition and for which 
there is an unmet medical treatment need. 

SEC. 769. The Secretary of Agriculture shall 
take such actions as may be necessary to pro-
hibit the purchase of agricultural land located 
in the United States by companies owned, in full 
or in part, by the People’s Republic of China, 
Russia, North Korea, or Iran. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Agriculture, 
Rural Development, Food and Drug Administra-
tion, and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 
2023’’. 

DIVISION B—WAYS & MEANS 
SEC. 1101. ADDITION OF VACCINES AGAINST 

COVID–19 TO LIST OF TAXABLE VAC-
CINES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 4132(a)(1) of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended by add-
ing at the end the following new subparagraph: 

‘‘(Q) Any vaccine against COVID–19.’’. 
(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.— 
(1) SALES, ETC.—The amendment made by this 

section shall apply to sales and uses on or after 
the later of— 

(A) the first day of the first month which be-
gins more than 4 weeks after the date of the en-
actment of this Act, or 

(B) the date on which the Secretary of Health 
and Human Services lists any vaccine against 
COVID–19 for purposes of compensation for any 
vaccine-related injury or death through the 
Vaccine Injury Compensation Trust Fund. 

(2) DELIVERIES.—For purposes of paragraph 
(1) and section 4131 of the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986, in the case of sales on or before 
the effective date described in such paragraph 
for which delivery is made after such date, the 
delivery date shall be considered the sale date. 
SEC. 1102. BUDGETARY EFFECTS. 

(a) STATUTORY PAYGO SCORECARDS.—The 
budgetary effects of this division shall not be 
entered on either PAYGO scorecard maintained 
pursuant to section 4(d) of the Statutory Pay- 
As-You-Go Act of 2010. 

(b) SENATE PAYGO SCORECARDS.—The budg-
etary effects of this division shall not be entered 
on any PAYGO scorecard maintained for pur-
poses of section 4106 of H. Con. Res. 71 (115th 
Congress). 

(c) CLASSIFICATION OF BUDGETARY EFFECTS.— 
Notwithstanding Rule 3 of the Budget 
Scorekeeping Guidelines set forth in the joint 
explanatory statement of the committee of con-
ference accompanying Conference Report 105– 
217 and section 250(c)(8) of the Balanced Budget 
and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985, the 
budgetary effects of this division shall not be es-
timated— 

(1) for purposes of section 251 of such Act; 
(2) for purposes of an allocation to the Com-

mittee on Appropriations pursuant to section 
302(a) of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974; 
and 

(3) for purposes of paragraph (4)(C) of section 
3 of the Statutory Pay-As-You-Go Act of 2010 as 
being included in an appropriation Act. 

DIVISION C 

f 

MOTION TO SUSPEND THE RULES 
AND PASS CERTAIN BILLS AND 
CONCUR IN SENATE AMENDMENT 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, pursuant 
to section 5 of House Resolution 1518, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bills: H.R. 1082; H.R. 5349; H.R. 6218; 
H.R. 6220; H.R. 6221; H.R. 6611; H.R. 6630; 
H.R. 6725; H.R. 7832; H.R. 8665; S. 558; 
and S. 789; and concur in the Senate 
amendment to H.R. 7077. 

The Clerk read the title of the bills 
and the Senate amendment to H.R. 
7077. 

The text of the bill and the Senate 
amendment to H.R. 7077 are as follows: 

SAMI’S LAW 

H.R. 1082 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Sami’s 
Law’’. 
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
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(1) PASSENGER.—The term ‘‘passenger’’ 

means an individual who is matched with a 
TNC driver through a TNC platform. 

(2) TNC DRIVER.—The term ‘‘TNC driver’’ 
means an individual who contracts with a 
transportation network company and pro-
vides transportation services facilitated 
through a TNC platform in exchange for 
compensation or payment of a fee from a 
passenger. 

(3) TNC PLATFORM.—The term ‘‘TNC plat-
form’’ means an online-enabled application 
or digital network made available by a 
transportation network company to connect 
passengers to TNC drivers for the purpose of 
a TNC driver providing prearranged trans-
portation services. 

(4) TNC VEHICLE.—The term ‘‘TNC vehicle’’ 
means a vehicle (also known as a ‘‘ride-hail-
ing vehicle’’) that is— 

(A) owned, leased, or otherwise authorized 
for use by a TNC driver; and 

(B) used by the TNC driver to provide to 
passengers prearranged transportation serv-
ices facilitated through a TNC platform. 

(5) TRANSPORTATION NETWORK COMPANY; 
TNC.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—The terms ‘‘transpor-
tation network company’’ and ‘‘TNC’’ mean 
a corporation, partnership, sole proprietor-
ship, or other entity that makes available a 
TNC platform to connect passengers to TNC 
drivers in exchange for compensation or pay-
ment of a fee in order for the TNC driver to 
transport the passenger using a TNC vehicle. 

(B) EXCLUSIONS.—The term ‘‘transpor-
tation network company’’ and ‘‘TNC’’ does 
not include— 

(i) a shared-expense carpool or vanpool ar-
rangement that is not intended to generate 
profit for the driver; or 

(ii) microtransit or other dedicated serv-
ices provided exclusively on behalf of a gov-
ernment entity, a nonprofit organization, or 
a third-party commercial enterprise. 
SEC. 3. PROHIBITION ON SALE OF RIDE-HAILING 

SIGNAGE. 
(a) PROHIBITION.—Except as provided in 

subsection (b), it shall be unlawful for any 
person to sell or offer for sale any signage 
that— 

(1) is designed to help a passenger to iden-
tify a TNC vehicle; and 

(2) either— 
(A) contains a proprietary trademark or 

logo of a transportation network company; 
or 

(B) purports to be signage of a transpor-
tation network company. 

(b) APPLICABILITY.—Subsection (a) shall 
not apply to any person authorized by a 
transportation network company to sell or 
offer for sale signage of the transportation 
network company described in that sub-
section. 

(c) ENFORCEMENT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—A violation of this section 

shall be considered to be a violation of a rule 
defining an unfair or deceptive act or prac-
tice prescribed under section 18(a)(1)(B) of 
the Federal Trade Commission Act (15 U.S.C. 
57a(a)(1)(B)). 

(2) ACTION BY FTC.—The Federal Trade 
Commission shall enforce this section in the 
same manner, by the same means, and with 
the same jurisdiction, powers, and duties as 
though all applicable provisions of the Fed-
eral Trade Commission Act (15 U.S.C. 41 et 
seq.) are incorporated in this Act. 

(3) TREATMENT.—Any person who violates 
this section shall be subject to the penalties, 
and entitled to the privileges and immuni-
ties, provided in the Federal Trade Commis-
sion Act (15 U.S.C. 41 et seq.). 

(d) SAVINGS CLAUSE.—Nothing in this sec-
tion limits the authority of the Federal 
Trade Commission under any other provision 
of law. 

SEC. 4. GAO STUDY ON INCIDENCE OF FATAL AND 
NON-FATAL PHYSICAL AND SEXUAL 
ASSAULT OF PASSENGERS, TNC 
DRIVERS, AND DRIVERS OF OTHER 
FOR-HIRE VEHICLES. 

(a) GAO REPORT.—Not later than 1 year 
after the date of enactment of this Act, and 
every 2 years thereafter, the Comptroller 
General of the United States shall submit to 
Congress a report that includes the results of 
a study regarding— 

(1) the incidence of fatal and non-fatal 
physical assault and sexual assault per-
petrated in the preceding 2 calendar years 
(starting with calendar years 2019 and 2020 
for the first study)— 

(A) against TNC drivers and drivers of 
other for-hire vehicles (including taxicabs) 
by passengers and riders of for-hire vehicles; 
and 

(B) against passengers and riders by other 
passengers and TNC drivers or drivers of 
other for-hire vehicles (including taxicabs), 
including the incidences that are committed 
by individuals who are not TNC drivers or 
drivers of other for-hire vehicles but who 
pose as TNC drivers or drivers of other for- 
hire vehicles; 

(2) the nature and specifics of any back-
ground checks conducted on prospective TNC 
drivers and drivers of other for-hire vehicles 
(including taxicabs), including any State and 
local laws requiring those background 
checks; and 

(3) the safety steps taken by transpor-
tation network companies and other for-hire 
vehicle services (including taxicab compa-
nies) related to rider and driver safety. 

(b) SEXUAL ASSAULT DEFINED.—In this sec-
tion, the term ‘‘sexual assault’’ means the 
occurrence of an act that constitutes any 
nonconsensual sexual act proscribed by Fed-
eral, Tribal, or State law, including when the 
victim lacks capacity to consent. 
SEC. 5. BUDGETARY EFFECTS. 

The budgetary effects of this Act, for the 
purpose of complying with the Statutory 
Pay-As-You-Go Act of 2010, shall be deter-
mined by reference to the latest statement 
titled ‘‘Budgetary Effects of PAYGO Legisla-
tion’’ for this Act, submitted for printing in 
the Congressional Record by the Chairman of 
the House Budget Committee, provided that 
such statement has been submitted prior to 
the vote on passage. 

J.I. WASHINGTON POST OFFICE BUILDING 
H.R. 5349 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. J.I. WASHINGTON POST OFFICE 

BUILDING. 
(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the 

United States Postal Service located at 1550 
State Road S–38–211 in Orangeburg, South 
Carolina, shall be known and designated as 
the ‘‘J.I. Washington Post Office Building’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to 
be a reference to the ‘‘J.I. Washington Post 
Office Building’’. 

W.O.C. KORT MILLER PLANTENBERG POST OFFICE 
H.R. 6218 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. W.O.C. KORT MILLER PLANTENBERG 

POST OFFICE. 
(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the 

United States Postal Service located at 317 
Blattner Drive in Avon, Minnesota, shall be 
known and designated as the ‘‘W.O.C. Kort 
Miller Plantenberg Post Office’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 

record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to 
be a reference to the ‘‘W.O.C. Kort Miller 
Plantenberg Post Office’’. 

CHARLES P. NORD POST OFFICE 

H.R. 6220 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. CHARLES P. NORD POST OFFICE. 

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 100 
3rd Avenue Northwest in Perham, Min-
nesota, shall be known and designated as the 
‘‘Charles P. Nord Post Office’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to 
be a reference to the ‘‘Charles P. Nord Post 
Office’’. 

JAMES A. ROGERS JR. POST OFFICE 

H.R. 6221 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. JAMES A. ROGERS JR. POST OFFICE. 

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 155 
Main Avenue West in Winsted, Minnesota, 
shall be known and designated as the ‘‘James 
A. Rogers Jr. Post Office’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to 
be a reference to the ‘‘James A. Rogers Jr. 
Post Office’’. 

AUTHORIZATION TO ESTABLISH COMMEMORATIVE 
WORK 

H.R. 6611 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. AUTHORIZATION TO ESTABLISH COM-

MEMORATIVE WORK. 
(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 

means the Secretary of the Interior. 
(2) SPONSOR.—The term ‘‘Sponsor’’ means 

the Government of France. 
(b) AUTHORIZATION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Sponsor may estab-

lish a commemorative work on Federal land 
in the District of Columbia and its environs 
to honor the extraordinary contributions of 
Jean Monnet with respect to— 

(A) restoring peace between European na-
tions; and 

(B) establishing the European Union. 
(2) COMPLIANCE WITH STANDARDS FOR COM-

MEMORATIVE WORKS.—The establishment of 
the commemorative work under this section 
shall be in accordance with chapter 89 of 
title 40, United States Code (commonly 
known as the ‘‘Commemorative Works 
Act’’), except that sections 8902(a)(1) and 
8908(b) shall not apply with respect to the 
commemorative work. 

(3) PROHIBITION ON THE USE OF FEDERAL 
FUNDS.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—Federal funds may not be 
used to pay any expense of the establishment 
or maintenance of the commemorative work 
under this section. 

(B) ACCEPTANCE OF CONTRIBUTIONS AND PAY-
MENT OF EXPENSES.—The Sponsor shall be 
solely responsible for the acceptance of con-
tributions for, and the payment of the ex-
penses of, the establishment and mainte-
nance of the commemorative work under 
this section. 

(4) DEPOSIT OF EXCESS FUNDS.— 
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(A) IN GENERAL.—If, on payment of all ex-

penses for the establishment of the com-
memorative work under this section (includ-
ing the maintenance and preservation 
amount required by section 8906(b)(1) of title 
40, United States Code), there remains a bal-
ance of funds received for the establishment 
of the commemorative work, the Sponsor 
shall transmit the amount of the balance to 
the Secretary for deposit in the account pro-
vided for in section 8906(b)(3) of that title. 

(B) ON EXPIRATION OF AUTHORITY.—If, on 
expiration of the authority for the com-
memorative work under section 8903(e) of 
title 40, United States Code, there remains a 
balance of funds received for the establish-
ment of the commemorative work under this 
section, the Sponsor shall transmit the 
amount of the balance to a separate account 
with the National Park Foundation for me-
morials, to be available to the Secretary or 
the Administrator of General Services, as ap-
propriate, in accordance with the process 
provided in paragraph (4) of section 8906(b) of 
that title for accounts established under 
paragraph (2) or (3) of that section. 

(c) DETERMINATION OF BUDGETARY EF-
FECTS.—The budgetary effects of this Act, for 
the purpose of complying with the Statutory 
Pay-As-You-Go Act of 2010, shall be deter-
mined by reference to the latest statement 
titled ‘‘Budgetary Effects of PAYGO Legisla-
tion’’ for this Act, submitted for printing in 
the Congressional Record by the Chairman of 
the Senate Budget Committee, provided that 
such statement has been submitted prior to 
the vote on passage. 

PFC JANG HO KIM POST OFFICE BUILDING 
H.R. 6630 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. PFC JANG HO KIM POST OFFICE 

BUILDING. 
(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the 

United States Postal Service located at 2400 
N Kraemer Blvd. in Placentia, California, 
shall be known and designated as the ‘‘PFC 
Jang Ho Kim Post Office Building’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to 
be a reference to the ‘‘PFC Jang Ho Kim 
Post Office Building’’. 

MARILYN MONROE POST OFFICE BUILDING 
H.R. 6725 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. CHANGE OF ADDRESS FOR MARILYN 

MONROE POST OFFICE. 
Section 1 of Public Law 116–80 is amended 

to read as follows: 
‘‘SECTION 1. MARILYN MONROE POST OFFICE 

BUILDING. 
‘‘(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the 

United States Postal Service located at 15701 
Sherman Way in Van Nuys, California, shall 
be known and designated as the ‘Marilyn 
Monroe Post Office Building’. 

‘‘(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to 
be a reference to the ‘Marilyn Monroe Post 
Office Building’.’’. 

ESTEBAN E. TORRES POST OFFICE BUILDING 
H.R. 7832 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. ESTEBAN E. TORRES POST OFFICE 

BUILDING. 
(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the 

United States Postal Service located at 396 

South California Avenue in West Covina, 
California, shall be known and designated as 
the ‘‘Esteban E. Torres Post Office Build-
ing’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to 
be a reference to the ‘‘Esteban E. Torres 
Post Office Building’’. 

NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS 
ADMINISTRATION (NARA) MODERNIZATION ACT 

H.R. 8665 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘National Ar-
chives and Records Administration (NARA) 
Modernization Act’’. 

SEC. 2. AMENDMENTS. 

Title 44, United States Code, is amended— 
(1) in section 710, by striking ‘‘his ap-

proval’’ and inserting ‘‘approval by the 
President’’; 

(2) in section 711, by striking ‘‘he shall’’ 
and inserting ‘‘the Director shall’’; 

(3) in section 2108— 
(A) by striking ‘‘transferred to him’’ and 

inserting ‘‘transferred to the Archivist’’; 
(B) by striking ‘‘appear to him’’ and insert-

ing ‘‘appear to the head of the Federal agen-
cy’’; 

(C) by striking ‘‘his custody’’ and inserting 
‘‘the custody of the head of the Federal agen-
cy’’; 

(D) by striking ‘‘he concurs,’’ and inserting 
‘‘the Archivist concurs’’; 

(E) by striking ‘‘his successor in function’’, 
each place it appears, and inserting ‘‘the suc-
cessor in function of the head of the agen-
cy’’; and 

(F) by striking ‘‘he determines’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘the Archivist determines’’; 

(4) in section 2109— 
(A) by striking ‘‘to him’’ and inserting ‘‘to 

the Archivist’’; and 
(B) by striking ‘‘He may’’ and inserting 

‘‘The Archivist may’’; 
(5) in section 2110— 
(A) by striking ‘‘he considers’’ and insert-

ing ‘‘the Archivist considers’’; and 
(B) by striking ‘‘his custody’’ and inserting 

‘‘the custody of the Archivist’’; 
(6) in section 2112— 
(A) by striking ‘‘he may’’, each place it ap-

pears, and inserting ‘‘the Archivist may’’; 
(B) by striking ‘‘in him’’ and inserting ‘‘in 

the Archivist’’; 
(C) by striking ‘‘his custody’’ and inserting 

‘‘the custody of the Archivist’’; and 
(D) by striking ‘‘his control’’ and inserting 

‘‘the control of the Archivist’’; 
(7) in section 2307, by striking ‘‘his des-

ignee’’ and inserting ‘‘the designee of the Ar-
chivist’’; 

(8) in section 2903, by striking ‘‘by him’’ 
and inserting ‘‘by the Archivist’’; 

(9) in section 3308, by striking ‘‘he may’’ 
and inserting ‘‘the Archivist may’’; 

(10) in section 3310, by striking ‘‘he con-
siders’’ and inserting ‘‘the Archivist con-
siders’’; and 

(11) in section 3311— 
(A) by striking ‘‘his legal custody’’ and in-

serting ‘‘the legal custody of the head of the 
agency of the United States Government’’; 

(B) by striking ‘‘his opinion’’ and inserting 
‘‘the opinion of such head of such agency’’; 

(C) by striking ‘‘he shall’’ and inserting 
‘‘such official shall’’; and 

(D) by striking ‘‘he disposed’’ and inserting 
‘‘such official disposed’’. 

FLOOD LEVEL OBSERVATION, OPERATIONS, AND 
DECISION SUPPORT ACT 

S. 558 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as 
the ‘‘Flood Level Observation, Operations, 
and Decision Support Act’’ or the ‘‘FLOODS 
Act’’. 

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows: 
Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents. 
Sec. 2. Definitions. 
Sec. 3. National Integrated Flood Informa-

tion System. 
Sec. 4. Observations and modeling for total 

water prediction. 
Sec. 5. Service coordination hydrologists at 

River Forecast Centers of the 
National Weather Service. 

Sec. 6. Improving National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration com-
munication of future flood risks 
and hazardous flash flood 
events. 

Sec. 7. Freshwater monitoring along the 
coast. 

Sec. 8. Tornado warning improvement. 
Sec. 9. Hurricane forecast improvement pro-

gram. 
Sec. 10. Weather and water research and de-

velopment planning. 
Sec. 11. Forecast communication coordina-

tors. 
Sec. 12. Estimates of precipitation fre-

quency in the United States. 
Sec. 13. Interagency Committee on Water 

Management and Infrastruc-
ture. 

Sec. 14. National Weather Service hydro-
logic research fellowship pro-
gram. 

Sec. 15. Identification and support of con-
sistent, Federal set of forward- 
looking, long-term meteorolog-
ical information. 

Sec. 16. Gap analysis on availability of 
snow-related data to assess and 
predict flood and flood impacts. 

Sec. 17. Availability to the public of flood- 
related data. 

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 
In this Act: 
(1) ADMINISTRATOR.—The term ‘‘Adminis-

trator’’ means the Administrator of the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion. 

(2) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’’ means each 
State of the United States, the District of 
Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico, American Samoa, Guam, the Common-
wealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, the 
Virgin Islands of the United States, and any 
other territory or possession of the United 
States. 
SEC. 3. NATIONAL INTEGRATED FLOOD INFOR-

MATION SYSTEM. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall 

establish a system, to be known as the ‘‘Na-
tional Integrated Flood Information Sys-
tem’’, to better inform and provide for more 
timely decision making to reduce flood-re-
lated effects and costs. 

(b) SYSTEM FUNCTIONS.—The Adminis-
trator, through the National Integrated 
Flood Information System, shall— 

(1) provide an effective flood early warning 
system that— 

(A) collects and integrates information on 
the key indicators of floods and flood im-
pacts, including streamflow, reservoir re-
lease and diversion, precipitation, soil mois-
ture, snow water equivalent, land cover, and 
evaporative demand; 

(B) makes usable, reliable, and timely fore-
casts of floods; 
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(C) assesses the severity of flood conditions 

and effects; 
(D) provides information described in sub-

paragraph (A), forecasts described in sub-
paragraph (B), and assessments described in 
subparagraph (C) at the national, regional, 
and local levels, as appropriate; and 

(E) communicates flood forecasts, flood 
conditions, and flood impacts to appropriate 
entities engaged in flood planning, prepared-
ness, and response and post-event flood ex-
tent, including— 

(i) decision makers at the Federal, State, 
local, and Tribal levels of government; and 

(ii) the public; 
(2) provide timely data, information, and 

products that reflect differences in flood con-
ditions among localities, regions, water-
sheds, and States; 

(3) coordinate and integrate, through inter-
agency agreements as practicable, Federal 
research and monitoring in support of the 
flood early warning information system pro-
vided under paragraph (1); 

(4) use existing forecasting and assessment 
programs and partnerships; 

(5) make improvements in seasonal precipi-
tation and temperature, subseasonal precipi-
tation and temperature, and flood water pre-
diction; and 

(6) continue ongoing research and moni-
toring activities relating to floods, including 
research activities relating to— 

(A) the prediction, length, severity, and 
impacts of floods and improvement of the ac-
curacy, timing, and specificity of flash flood 
warnings; 

(B) the role of extreme weather events and 
climate variability in floods; and 

(C) how water travels over and through 
surfaces. 

(c) PARTNERSHIPS.—The Administrator, 
through the National Integrated Flood Infor-
mation System, may— 

(1) engage with the private sector to im-
prove flood monitoring, forecasts, land and 
topography data, and communication, if the 
Administrator determines that such engage-
ment is appropriate, cost effective, and bene-
ficial to the public and decision makers de-
scribed in subsection (b)(1)(E)(i); 

(2) facilitate the development of 1 or more 
academic cooperative partnerships to assist 
in carrying out the functions of the National 
Integrated Flood Information System de-
scribed in subsection (b); 

(3) use and support monitoring by citizen 
scientists, including by developing best prac-
tices to facilitate maximum data integra-
tion, as the Administrator considers appro-
priate; 

(4) engage with, and leverage the resources 
of, entities within the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration in existence as 
of the date of the enactment of this Act, 
such as the National Weather Service with 
respect to forecast and warning functions, 
the National Integrated Drought Informa-
tion System, the Regional Climate Center, 
and the National Mesonet Program, to im-
prove coordination of water monitoring, 
forecasting, and management; and 

(5) engage with and support water moni-
toring by the United States Geological Sur-
vey— 

(A) to improve the availability and con-
tinuity of streamflow data at critical loca-
tions through the deployment of rapid de-
ployment gages and the flood-hardening of 
at-risk streamflow gauges; and 

(B) to increase storm surge monitoring 
data through the deployment of additional 
storm surge sensors. 

(d) CONSULTATION.—In developing and 
maintaining the National Integrated Flood 
Information System, the Administrator shall 
consult with relevant Federal, State, local, 

and Tribal government agencies, research in-
stitutions, and the private sector. 

(e) COOPERATION FROM OTHER FEDERAL 
AGENCIES.—Each Federal agency shall co-
operate as appropriate with the Adminis-
trator in carrying out this section. 
SEC. 4. OBSERVATIONS AND MODELING FOR 

TOTAL WATER PREDICTION. 
(a) PARTNERSHIPS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall 

establish partnerships with 1 or more insti-
tutions of higher education (as defined in 
section 101 of the Higher Education Act of 
1965 (20 U.S.C. 1001)) to evaluate observations 
that would improve total water prediction. 

(2) PRIORITY OBSERVATIONS.—In estab-
lishing partnerships under paragraph (1), the 
Administrator shall prioritize partnerships 
to evaluate observations from uncrewed aer-
ial systems. 

(b) MAINTAINED OBSERVATIONS.—If the Ad-
ministrator determines that incorporating 
additional observations improves total water 
prediction, the Administrator shall, to the 
extent practicable, continue incorporating 
those observations. 

(c) MODELING IMPROVEMENTS.—The Admin-
istrator shall advance geographic coverage, 
resolution, skill, and efficiency of coastal 
oceanographic modeling, including efforts 
that improve the coupling of and interoper-
ability between hydrological models and 
coastal ocean models. 
SEC. 5. SERVICE COORDINATION HYDROLOGISTS 

AT RIVER FORECAST CENTERS OF 
THE NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE. 

(a) DESIGNATION OF SERVICE COORDINATION 
HYDROLOGISTS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Director of the Na-
tional Weather Service (in this section re-
ferred to as the ‘‘Director’’) shall designate 
at least 1 service coordination hydrologist at 
each River Forecast Center of the National 
Weather Service. 

(2) PERFORMANCE BY OTHER EMPLOYEES.— 
Performance of the responsibilities outlined 
in this section is not limited to the service 
coordination hydrologist position. 

(b) PRIMARY ROLE OF SERVICE COORDINA-
TION HYDROLOGISTS.—The primary role of the 
service coordination hydrologist shall be to 
carry out the responsibilities required by 
this section. 

(c) RESPONSIBILITIES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2), 

consistent with the analysis described in sec-
tion 409 of the Weather Research and Fore-
casting Innovation Act of 2017 (Public Law 
115–25; 131 Stat. 112), and in order to increase 
impact-based decision support services, each 
service coordination hydrologist designated 
under subsection (a) shall, with respect to 
hydrology— 

(A) be responsible for providing service to 
the geographic area of responsibility covered 
by the River Forecast Center at which the 
service coordination hydrologist is employed 
to help ensure that users of products and 
services of the National Weather Service can 
respond effectively to improve outcomes 
from flood events; 

(B) liaise with users of products and serv-
ices of the National Weather Service, such as 
the public, academia, media outlets, users in 
the hydropower, transportation, recreation, 
and agricultural communities, and forestry, 
land, fisheries, and water management inter-
ests, to evaluate the adequacy and usefulness 
of the products and services of the National 
Weather Service; 

(C) collaborate with such River Forecast 
Centers and Weather Forecast Offices and 
Federal, State, local, and Tribal government 
agencies as the Director considers appro-
priate in developing, proposing, and imple-
menting plans to develop, modify, or tailor 
products and services of the National Weath-
er Service to improve the usefulness of such 
products and services; 

(D) engage in interagency partnerships 
with Federal, State, local, and Tribal gov-
ernment agencies to explore the use of fore-
cast-informed reservoir operations to reduce 
flood risk; 

(E) ensure the maintenance and accuracy 
of flooding call lists, appropriate office flood-
ing policy or procedures, and other flooding 
information or dissemination methodologies 
or strategies; and 

(F) work closely with Federal, State, local, 
and Tribal emergency and floodplain man-
agement agencies, and other agencies relat-
ing to disaster management, to ensure a 
planned, coordinated, and effective prepared-
ness and response effort. 

(2) OTHER STAFF.—The Director may assign 
a responsibility set forth in paragraph (1) to 
such other staff as the Director considers ap-
propriate to carry out such responsibility. 

(d) ADDITIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2), a 

service coordination hydrologist designated 
under subsection (a) may, with respect to hy-
drology— 

(A) work with a State agency to develop 
plans for promoting more effective use of 
products and services of the National Weath-
er Service throughout the State; 

(B) identify priority community prepared-
ness objectives; 

(C) develop plans to meet the objectives 
identified under subparagraph (B); and 

(D) conduct flooding event preparedness 
planning and citizen education efforts with 
and through various State, local, and Tribal 
government agencies and other disaster 
management-related organizations. 

(2) OTHER STAFF.—The Director may assign 
a responsibility set forth in paragraph (1) to 
such other staff as the Director considers ap-
propriate to carry out such responsibility. 

SEC. 6. IMPROVING NATIONAL OCEANIC AND AT-
MOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION COM-
MUNICATION OF FUTURE FLOOD 
RISKS AND HAZARDOUS FLASH 
FLOOD EVENTS. 

(a) ASSESSMENT OF FLASH FLOOD WATCHES 
AND WARNINGS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 2 years 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Administrator shall— 

(A) conduct an assessment of— 
(i) the flash flood watches and warnings of 

the National Weather Service; and 
(ii) the information delivery to support 

preparation and responses to floods; and 
(B) submit to Congress a report on the 

findings of the Administrator with respect to 
the assessment required by subparagraph 
(A). 

(2) ELEMENTS.—The assessment required by 
paragraph (1)(A) shall include the following: 

(A) An evaluation of whether the watches, 
warnings, and information described in para-
graph (1)(A) effectively— 

(i) communicate risk to the general public; 
(ii) inform action to prevent loss of life and 

property; 
(iii) inform action to support flood prepa-

ration and response; and 
(iv) deliver information in a manner de-

signed to lead to appropriate action. 
(B) Subject to subsection (b)(2), such rec-

ommendations as the Administrator may 
have for— 

(i) legislative and administrative action to 
improve the watches and warnings described 
in paragraph (1)(A)(i); and 

(ii) such research as the Administrator 
considers necessary to address the focus 
areas described in paragraph (3). 

(3) FOCUS AREAS.—The assessment required 
by paragraph (1)(A) shall focus on the fol-
lowing areas: 

(A) Ways to communicate the risks posed 
by hazardous flash flood events to the public 
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that are most likely to result in informed de-
cision making regarding the mitigation of 
those risks. 

(B) Ways to provide actionable geographic 
information to the recipient of a watch or 
warning for a flash flood, including 
partnering with emergency response agen-
cies, as appropriate. 

(C) Evaluation of information delivery to 
support the preparation for and response to 
floods. 

(4) CONSULTATION.—In conducting the as-
sessment required by paragraph (1)(A), the 
Administrator shall consult with— 

(A) individuals in the academic sector, in-
cluding individuals in the field of social and 
behavioral sciences; 

(B) other weather services; 
(C) media outlets and other entities that 

distribute the watches and warnings de-
scribed in paragraph (1)(A)(i); 

(D) floodplain managers and emergency 
planners and responders, including State, 
local, and Tribal emergency management 
agencies; 

(E) other government users of the watches 
and warnings described in paragraph 
(1)(A)(i), including the Federal Highway Ad-
ministration; and 

(F) such other Federal agencies as the Ad-
ministrator determines rely on watches and 
warnings regarding flash floods for oper-
ational decisions. 

(5) NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES.—The 
Administrator shall engage with the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences, as the Adminis-
trator considers necessary and practicable, 
including by contracting with the National 
Research Council to review the scientific and 
technical soundness of the assessment re-
quired by paragraph (1)(A), including the rec-
ommendations under paragraph (2)(B). 

(6) METHODOLOGIES.—In conducting the as-
sessment required by paragraph (1)(A), the 
Administrator shall use such methodologies 
as the Administrator considers are generally 
accepted by the weather enterprise, includ-
ing social and behavioral sciences. 

(b) IMPROVEMENTS TO FLASH FLOOD WATCH-
ES AND WARNINGS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Based on the assessment 
required by subsection (a)(1)(A), the Admin-
istrator shall make such improvements to 
the watches and warnings described in that 
subsection as the Administrator considers 
necessary— 

(A) to improve the communication of the 
risks posed by hazardous flash flood events; 
and 

(B) to provide actionable geographic infor-
mation to the recipient of a watch or warn-
ing for a flash flood. 

(2) REQUIREMENTS REGARDING RECOMMENDA-
TIONS.—In conducting the assessment re-
quired by subsection (a)(1)(A), the Adminis-
trator shall ensure that any recommenda-
tion under subsection (a)(2)(B) that the Ad-
ministrator considers a major change— 

(A) is validated by social and behavioral 
science using a generalizable sample; 

(B) accounts for the needs of various demo-
graphics, vulnerable populations, and geo-
graphic regions; 

(C) responds to the needs of Federal, State, 
local, and Tribal government partners and 
media partners; and 

(D) accounts for necessary changes to fed-
erally operated watch and warning propaga-
tion and dissemination infrastructure and 
protocols. 

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) WATCH; WARNING.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

subparagraph (B), the terms ‘‘watch’’ and 
‘‘warning’’, with respect to a hazardous flash 
flood event, mean products issued by the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, intended for use by the general public— 

(i) to alert the general public to the poten-
tial for or presence of the event; and 

(ii) to inform action to prevent loss of life 
and property. 

(B) EXCLUSION.—The terms ‘‘watch’’ and 
‘‘warning’’ do not include technical or spe-
cialized meteorological and hydrological 
forecasts, outlooks, or model guidance prod-
ucts. 

(2) WEATHER ENTERPRISE.—The term 
‘‘weather enterprise’’ has the meaning given 
that term in section 2 of the Weather Re-
search and Forecasting Innovation Act of 
2017 (15 U.S.C. 8501). 
SEC. 7. FRESHWATER MONITORING ALONG THE 

COAST. 
(a) DATA AVAILABILITY ASSESSMENT.—The 

Administrator shall assess the availability of 
short- and long-term data on large-scale 
freshwater flooding into oceans, bays, and 
estuaries, including data on— 

(1) flow rate, including discharge; 
(2) conductivity; 
(3) oxygen concentration; 
(4) nutrient load; 
(5) water temperature; and 
(6) sediment load. 
(b) DATA NEEDS ASSESSMENT.—The Admin-

istrator shall assess the need for additional 
data to assess and predict the effect of the 
flooding and freshwater discharge described 
in subsection (a). 

(c) INVENTORY OF DATA NEEDS.—Based on 
the assessments required by subsections (a) 
and (b), the Administrator shall create an in-
ventory of data needs with respect to the 
flooding and freshwater discharge described 
in subsections (a) and (b). 

(d) PLANNING.—In planning for the collec-
tion of additional data necessary for eco-
system-based modeling of the effect of the 
flooding and freshwater discharge described 
in subsections (a) and (b), the Administrator 
shall use the inventory created under sub-
section (c). 
SEC. 8. TORNADO WARNING IMPROVEMENT. 

Section 103 of the Weather Research and 
Forecasting Innovation Act of 2017 (15 U.S.C. 
8513) is amended— 

(1) by redesignating subsections (c) and (d) 
as subsections (d) and (e), respectively; and 

(2) by inserting after subsection (b) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(c) INNOVATIVE OBSERVATIONS.—The Under 
Secretary shall ensure that the program pe-
riodically examines the value of incor-
porating innovative observations, such as 
acoustic or infrasonic measurements, obser-
vations from phased array radars, and obser-
vations from mesonets, with respect to the 
improvement of tornado forecasts, pre-
dictions, and warnings.’’. 
SEC. 9. HURRICANE FORECAST IMPROVEMENT 

PROGRAM. 
Section 104(b) of the Weather Research and 

Forecasting Innovation Act of 2017 (15 U.S.C. 
8514(b)) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘; and’’ and 
inserting a semicolon; 

(2) in paragraph (3), by striking the period 
at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(4) evaluating and incorporating, as ap-

propriate, innovative observations, including 
acoustic or infrasonic measurements.’’. 
SEC. 10. WEATHER AND WATER RESEARCH AND 

DEVELOPMENT PLANNING. 
Section 105(2) of the Weather Research and 

Forecasting Innovation Act of 2017 (15 U.S.C. 
8515(2)) is amended by inserting ‘‘and flood- 
event’’ after ‘‘operational weather’’. 
SEC. 11. FORECAST COMMUNICATION COORDINA-

TORS. 
Section 1762(f)(1) of the Food Security Act 

of 1985 (15 U.S.C. 8521(f)(1)) is amended, in the 
second sentence, by striking ‘‘may’’ and in-
serting ‘‘shall’’. 

SEC. 12. ESTIMATES OF PRECIPITATION FRE-
QUENCY IN THE UNITED STATES. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) FREELY ASSOCIATED STATES.—The term 

‘‘Freely Associated States’’ means the Re-
public of Palau, the Republic of the Marshall 
Islands, and the Federated States of Micro-
nesia, which have each entered into a Com-
pact of Free Association with the United 
States. 

(2) UNITED STATES.—The term ‘‘United 
States’’ means the 50 States of the United 
States, the District of Columbia, the Com-
monwealth of Puerto Rico, the United States 
Virgin Islands, Guam, American Samoa, the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Is-
lands, and the Freely Associated States. 

(b) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall 
establish a program, to be known as the 
‘‘NOAA Precipitation Frequency Atlas of the 
United States’’, to compile, estimate, ana-
lyze, and communicate the frequency of pre-
cipitation in the United States. 

(c) FUNCTIONS.—The NOAA Precipitation 
Frequency Atlas of the United States— 

(1) shall better inform the public and pro-
vide information on— 

(A) temporal and spatial distribution of 
heavy precipitation; 

(B) analyses of seasonality in precipita-
tion; and 

(C) trends in annual maximum series data; 
and 

(2) may serve as the official source of the 
Federal Government on estimates of precipi-
tation frequency and associated information 
with respect to the United States. 

(d) REQUIREMENTS.— 
(1) COVERAGE.—The NOAA Precipitation 

Frequency Atlas of the United States shall 
include such estimates of the frequency of 
precipitation in the United States as the Ad-
ministrator determines appropriate. 

(2) FREQUENCY.—Such estimates— 
(A) shall be conducted not less frequently 

than once every 10 years; and 
(B) may be conducted more frequently if 

determined appropriate by the Adminis-
trator. 

(3) PUBLICATION.—Such estimates and 
methodologies used to conduct such esti-
mates shall be— 

(A) subject to an appropriate, scientific 
process, as determined by the Administrator; 
and 

(B) published on a publicly accessible 
website of the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration. 

(e) PARTNERSHIPS.—The Administrator 
may partner with other Federal agencies, 
members of the private sector, academic co-
operative partnerships, or nongovernment 
associations to assist in carrying out the 
functions described in subsection (c). 

(f) CONSULTATION.—In carrying out this 
section, the Administrator may consult with 
relevant Federal, State, local, Tribal, and 
Territorial government agencies, research 
institutions, and the private sector, as the 
Administrator determines necessary. 

(g) COORDINATION.—In carrying out this 
section, the Administrator may coordinate 
with other Federal agencies. 

(h) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There are authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section, from amounts other-
wise authorized to be appropriated to the Ad-
ministrator to carry out this Act, $3,500,000 
for each of fiscal years 2022 through 2030. 
SEC. 13. INTERAGENCY COMMITTEE ON WATER 

MANAGEMENT AND INFRASTRUC-
TURE. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established a 
committee, to be known as the ‘‘Interagency 
Committee on Water Management and Infra-
structure’’ (in this section referred to as the 
‘‘Water Policy Committee’’). 
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(b) MEMBERSHIP.—The Water Policy Com-

mittee shall be composed of the following 
members: 

(1) The Administrator. 
(2) The Secretary of the Interior. 
(3) The Administrator of the Environ-

mental Protection Agency. 
(4) The Secretary of Agriculture. 
(5) The Secretary of Commerce. 
(6) The Secretary of Energy. 
(7) The Secretary of the Army. 
(8) The heads of such other agencies as the 

co-chairs consider appropriate. 
(c) CO-CHAIRS.—The Water Policy Com-

mittee shall be co-chaired by the Secretary 
of the Interior and the Administrator of the 
Environmental Protection Agency. 

(d) MEETINGS.—The Water Policy Com-
mittee shall meet not less frequently than 6 
times each year, at the call of the co-chairs. 

(e) GENERAL PURPOSE AND DUTIES.—The 
Water Policy Committee shall ensure that 
agencies and departments across the Federal 
Government that engage in water-related 
matters, including water storage and sup-
plies, water quality and restoration activi-
ties, water infrastructure, transportation on 
United States rivers and inland waterways, 
and water forecasting, work together where 
such agencies and departments have joint or 
overlapping responsibilities to— 

(1) improve interagency coordination 
among Federal agencies and departments on 
water resource management and water infra-
structure issues; 

(2) coordinate existing water-related Fed-
eral task forces, working groups, and other 
formal cross-agency initiatives, as appro-
priate; 

(3) prioritize managing the water resources 
of the United States and promoting resil-
ience of the water-related infrastructure of 
the United States, including— 

(A) increasing water storage, water supply 
reliability, and drought resiliency; 

(B) improving water quality, source water 
protection, and nutrient management; 

(C) promoting restoration activities; 
(D) improving water systems, including 

with respect to drinking water, desalination, 
water reuse, wastewater, and flood control; 
and 

(E) improving water data management, re-
search, modeling, and forecasting; 

(4) improve interagency coordination of 
data management, access, modeling, and vis-
ualization with respect to water-related mat-
ters; 

(5) promote integrated planning for Fed-
eral investments in water-related infrastruc-
ture to enhance coordination and protect 
taxpayer investment; and 

(6) support workforce development and ef-
forts to recruit, train, and retain profes-
sionals to operate and maintain essential 
drinking water, wastewater, flood control, 
hydropower, water delivery, and water stor-
age facilities in the United States. 

(f) CROSS-AGENCY PRIORITY RESEARCH 
NEEDS.—Not later than 1 year after the date 
of the enactment of this Act, the Water Pol-
icy Committee shall develop and submit to 
Congress a list of research needs that in-
cludes needs for cross-agency research and 
coordination. 
SEC. 14. NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE HYDRO-

LOGIC RESEARCH FELLOWSHIP 
PROGRAM. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATOR.—The term 

‘‘Assistant Administrator’’ means the As-
sistant Administrator for Weather Services 
of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration. 

(2) DECISION SUPPORT SERVICES.—The term 
‘‘decision support services’’ means informa-
tion, including data and refined products, 
that supports water resources-related deci-
sion-making processes. 

(3) INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION.—The 
term ‘‘institution of higher education’’ has 
the meaning given that term in section 101 of 
the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 
1001). 

(4) NOAA LINE OFFICES.—The term ‘‘NOAA 
line offices’’ means the following offices of 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration: 

(A) The National Ocean Service. 
(B) The National Environmental Satellite, 

Data, and Information Service. 
(C) The National Marine Fisheries Service. 
(D) The Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Research. 
(E) The Office of Marine and Aviation Op-

erations. 
(b) HYDROLOGIC RESEARCH FELLOWSHIP 

PROGRAM.— 
(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Administrator 

shall establish a hydrologic research fellow-
ship program (in this section referred to as 
the ‘‘program’’) for qualified individuals. 

(2) QUALIFIED INDIVIDUAL.—For purposes of 
this section, a qualified individual is an indi-
vidual who is— 

(A) a citizen of the United States; and 
(B) enrolled in a research-based graduate 

program, at an institution of higher edu-
cation, in a field that advances the research 
priorities developed by the Assistant Admin-
istrator under paragraph (7), such as— 

(i) hydrology; 
(ii) earth sciences; 
(iii) atmospheric sciences; 
(iv) computer sciences; 
(v) engineering; 
(vi) environmental sciences; 
(vii) geosciences; 
(viii) urban planning; or 
(ix) related social sciences. 
(3) AWARD GUIDELINES.—Fellowships under 

the program shall be awarded pursuant to 
guidelines established by the Assistant Ad-
ministrator. 

(4) SELECTION PREFERENCE.—In selecting 
qualified individuals for participation in the 
program, the Assistant Administrator shall 
give preference to applicants from histori-
cally Black colleges and universities and mi-
nority-serving institutions. 

(5) PLACEMENT.—The program shall support 
the placement of qualified individuals in po-
sitions within the executive branch of the 
Federal Government where such individuals 
can address and advance the research prior-
ities developed by the Assistant Adminis-
trator under paragraph (7). 

(6) FELLOWSHIP TERM.—A fellowship under 
the program shall be for a period of up to 2 
years. 

(7) FELLOWSHIP RESEARCH PRIORITIES.—The 
Assistant Administrator, in consultation 
with representatives from the NOAA line of-
fices, the United States Geological Survey, 
the Federal Emergency Management Agen-
cy, and the Army Corps of Engineers, as ap-
propriate, shall develop and publish prior-
ities for the conduct of research by fellows, 
which may include the following: 

(A) Advance the collaborative development 
of a flexible community-based water re-
sources modeling system. 

(B) Apply artificial intelligence and ma-
chine learning capabilities to advance exist-
ing hydrologic modeling capabilities. 

(C) Support the evolution and integration 
of hydrologic modeling within an Earth Sys-
tems Modeling Framework. 

(D) Improve visualizations of hydrologic 
model outputs. 

(E) Advance the state of coupled fresh-
water and salt water modeling and fore-
casting capabilities. 

(F) Advance understanding and process 
representation of water quality parameters. 

(G) Advance the assimilation of in-situ and 
remotely sensed observations and data. 

(H) Support the integration of social 
science to advance decision support services. 

(I) Develop methods to study groundwater 
sustainability and estimate the efficiency of 
recharge management. 

(c) DIRECT HIRING.— 
(1) AUTHORITY.—During fiscal year 2022 and 

any fiscal year thereafter, the head of any 
Federal agency may appoint, without regard 
to the provisions of subchapter I of chapter 
33 of title 5, United States Code, other than 
sections 3303 and 3328 of that title, to a posi-
tion with the Federal agency a recipient of a 
fellowship under the program who— 

(A) earned a degree from a program de-
scribed in subsection (b)(2)(B); 

(B) successfully fulfilled the requirements 
of the fellowship within the executive branch 
of the Federal Government; and 

(C) meets qualification standards estab-
lished by the Office of Personnel Manage-
ment. 

(2) EXERCISE OF AUTHORITY.—The direct 
hire authority provided by this subsection 
shall be exercised with respect to an indi-
vidual described in paragraph (1) not later 
than 2 years after the date on which the indi-
vidual completed the fellowship under the 
program. 
SEC. 15. IDENTIFICATION AND SUPPORT OF CON-

SISTENT, FEDERAL SET OF FOR-
WARD-LOOKING, LONG-TERM METE-
OROLOGICAL INFORMATION. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) EXTREME WEATHER.—The term ‘‘extreme 

weather’’ includes observed or anticipated 
severe and unseasonable atmospheric condi-
tions, including drought, heavy precipita-
tion, hurricanes, tornadoes and other wind-
storms (including derechos), large hail, ex-
treme heat, extreme cold, flooding, sustained 
temperatures or precipitation that deviate 
substantially from historical averages, and 
any other weather event that the Adminis-
trator determines qualifies as extreme 
weather. 

(2) LONG-TERM.—The term ‘‘long-term’’ 
shall have such meaning as the Director of 
the National Institute of Standards and 
Technology, in consultation with the Admin-
istrator, considers appropriate for purposes 
of this section. 

(3) OTHER ENVIRONMENTAL TRENDS.—The 
term ‘‘other environmental trends’’ means 
wildfires, coastal flooding, inland flooding, 
land subsidence, rising sea levels, and any 
other challenges relating to changes in envi-
ronmental systems over time that the Ad-
ministrator determines qualify as environ-
mental challenges other than extreme 
weather. 

(b) IDENTIFICATION AND SUPPORT OF CON-
SISTENT, FEDERAL SET OF FORWARD-LOOKING, 
LONG-TERM METEOROLOGICAL INFORMATION.— 
The Administrator shall identify, and sup-
port research that enables, a consistent, Fed-
eral set of forward-looking, long-term mete-
orological information that models future 
extreme weather events, other environ-
mental trends, projections, and up-to-date 
observations, including mesoscale informa-
tion as determined appropriate by the Ad-
ministrator. 
SEC. 16. GAP ANALYSIS ON AVAILABILITY OF 

SNOW-RELATED DATA TO ASSESS 
AND PREDICT FLOOD AND FLOOD 
IMPACTS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator, in 
consultation with the Department of Agri-
culture, the Department of the Interior, and 
the Army Corps of Engineers, shall conduct 
an analysis of gaps in the availability of 
snow-related data to assess and predict 
floods and flood impacts, including data on 
the following: 

(1) Snow water equivalent. 
(2) Snow depth. 
(3) Snowpack temperature. 
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(4) Snow and mixed-phase precipitation. 
(5) Snow melt. 
(6) Rain-snow line. 
(b) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after 

the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Administrator shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation of the Senate and the Committee on 
Science, Space, and Technology of the House 
of Representatives a report on— 

(1) the findings of the gap analysis required 
by subsection (a); and 

(2) opportunities for additional collabora-
tion among Federal agencies to collect snow- 
related data to better assess and predict 
floods and flood impacts. 
SEC. 17. AVAILABILITY TO THE PUBLIC OF 

FLOOD-RELATED DATA. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall 
make flood-related data available to the pub-
lic on the website of the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration. 

(b) COST.—The Administrator may make 
the data under subsection (a) freely acces-
sible or available at a cost that does not ex-
ceed the cost of preparing the data. 

REPEALING EXISTING SUBSTANDARD PROVISIONS 
ENCOURAGING CONCILIATION WITH TRIBES ACT 

S. 789 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Repealing 
Existing Substandard Provisions Encour-
aging Conciliation with Tribes Act’’ or the 
‘‘RESPECT Act’’. 
SEC. 2. REPEAL OF CERTAIN OBSOLETE LAWS RE-

LATING TO INDIANS. 
(1) Section 2080 of the Revised Statutes (25 

U.S.C. 72) is repealed. 
(2) Section 2100 of the Revised Statutes (25 

U.S.C. 127) is repealed. 
(3) Section 2 of the Act of March 3, 1875 (18 

Stat. 449, chapter 132; 25 U.S.C. 128), is re-
pealed. 

(4) The first section of the Act of March 3, 
1875 (18 Stat. 424, chapter 132; 25 U.S.C. 129), 
is amended under the heading ‘‘CHEYENNES 
AND ARAPAHOES.’’ by striking ‘‘; that the 
Secretary of the Interior be authorized to 
withhold, from any tribe of Indians who may 
hold any captives other than Indians, any 
moneys due them from the United States 
until said captives shall be surrendered to 
the lawful authorities of the United States’’. 

(5) Section 2087 of the Revised Statutes (25 
U.S.C. 130) is repealed. 

(6) Section 3 of the Act of March 3, 1875 (18 
Stat. 449, chapter 132; 25 U.S.C. 137), is re-
pealed. 

(7) Section 2101 of the Revised Statutes (25 
U.S.C. 138) is repealed. 

(8) Section 7 of the Act of June 23, 1879 (21 
Stat. 35, chapter 35; 25 U.S.C. 273), is re-
pealed. 

(9) The first section of the Act of March 3, 
1893 (27 Stat. 612, chapter 209), is amended— 

(A) under the heading ‘‘MISCELLANEOUS 
SUPPORTS.’’ (27 Stat. 628; 25 U.S.C. 283), by 
striking the last 2 undesignated paragraphs; 
and 

(B) under the heading ‘‘FOR SUPPORT OF 
SCHOOLS.’’ (27 Stat. 635; 25 U.S.C. 283), by 
striking the second undesignated paragraph. 

(10) Section 18 of the Act of June 30, 1913 
(38 Stat. 96, chapter 4; 25 U.S.C. 285), is 
amended by striking the tenth undesignated 
paragraph. 

(11) The Act of June 21, 1906 (34 Stat. 325, 
chapter 3504), is amended under the heading 
‘‘COMMISSIONER.’’ under the heading ‘‘I. GEN-
ERAL 
PROVISIONS.’’ (34 Stat. 328; 25 U.S.C. 302) by 
striking the fourth undesignated paragraph. 

EMPOWERING THE U.S. FIRE ADMINISTRATION 
ACT 

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Empowering the 
U.S. Fire Administration Act’’. 
SEC. 2. FIRE SAFETY INVESTIGATIONS. 

The Federal Fire Prevention and Control Act 
of 1974 (15 U.S.C. 2201 et seq.) is amended by 
adding at the end the following: 
‘‘SEC. 38. INVESTIGATION AUTHORITIES. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—In the case of a major fire, 
the Administrator may send incident investiga-
tors, which may include safety specialists, fire 
protection engineers, codes and standards ex-
perts, researchers, and fire training specialists, 
to the site of the fire to conduct a fire safety in-
vestigation as described in subsection (b). 

‘‘(b) INVESTIGATION REQUIRED.—A fire safety 
investigation conducted under this section— 

‘‘(1) shall be conducted in coordination and 
cooperation with appropriate Federal, State, 
local, Tribal, and territorial authorities, includ-
ing Federal agencies that are authorized to in-
vestigate any fire; and 

‘‘(2) shall examine the previously determined 
cause and origin of the fire and assess broader 
systematic matters to include use of codes and 
standards, demographics, structural character-
istics, smoke and fire dynamics (movement) dur-
ing the event, and costs of associated injuries 
and deaths. 

‘‘(c) REPORT.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2), 

upon concluding any fire safety investigation 
under this section, the Administrator shall— 

‘‘(A) issue a public report to the appropriate 
Federal, State, local, Tribal, and territorial au-
thorities on the findings of such investigation; 
or 

‘‘(B) collaborate with another investigating 
Federal, State, local, Tribal, or territorial agen-
cy on the report of that agency. 

‘‘(2) EXCEPTION.—If the Administrator, in 
consultation with appropriate Federal, State, 
local, Tribal, and territorial authorities deter-
mines that issuing a report under paragraph (1) 
would have a negative impact on a potential or 
ongoing criminal investigation, the Adminis-
trator is not required to issue such report. 

‘‘(3) CONTENTS.—Each public report issued 
under paragraph (1) shall include recommenda-
tions on— 

‘‘(A) any other buildings with similar charac-
teristics that may bear similar fire risks; 

‘‘(B) improving tactical response to similar 
fires; 

‘‘(C) improving civilian safety practices; 
‘‘(D) assessing the costs and benefits to the 

community of adding fire safety features; and 
‘‘(E) how to mitigate the causes of the fire. 
‘‘(d) DISCRETIONARY AUTHORITY.—In addition 

to a fire safety investigation conducted pursu-
ant to subsection (a), provided doing so would 
not have a negative impact on a potential or on-
going criminal investigation, the Administrator 
may send fire investigators to conduct a fire 
safety investigation at the site of any fire with 
unusual or remarkable context that results in 
losses less severe than those occurring as a re-
sult of a major fire, in coordination and co-
operation with the appropriate Federal, State, 
local, Tribal, and territorial authorities, includ-
ing Federal agencies that are authorized to in-
vestigate the fire. 

‘‘(e) CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this section 
shall be construed to— 

‘‘(1) affect or otherwise diminish the authori-
ties or the mandates vested in other Federal 
agencies; 

‘‘(2) grant the Administrator authority to in-
vestigate a major fire for the purpose of an en-
forcement action or criminal prosecution; or 

‘‘(3) require the Administrator to send inves-
tigators or issue a report for a major fire when 
the Administrator, in coordination and coopera-

tion with the appropriate Federal, State, local, 
Tribal, and territorial authorities, determine 
that it may compromise a potential or ongoing 
criminal investigation. 

‘‘(f) MAJOR FIRE DEFINED.—For purposes of 
this section, the term ‘major fire’ shall have the 
meaning given such term under regulations to 
be issued by the Administrator.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 5 of House Resolution 
1518, the ordering of the yeas and nays 
on postponed motions to suspend the 
rules with respect to such measures is 
vacated to the end that all such mo-
tions are considered as withdrawn. 

The question is on the motion offered 
by the gentleman from Maryland (Mr. 
HOYER) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bills and concur in 
the Senate amendment. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. ROSENDALE. Mr. Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
This is a 5-minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 349, nays 80, 
not voting 1, as follows: 

[Roll No. 522] 

YEAS—349 

Adams 
Aguilar 
Allred 
Amodei 
Arrington 
Auchincloss 
Axne 
Bacon 
Baird 
Balderson 
Barr 
Barragán 
Beatty 
Bentz 
Bera 
Beyer 
Bice (OK) 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 
Bost 
Bourdeaux 
Bowman 
Boyle, Brendan 

F. 
Brady 
Brown (MD) 
Brown (OH) 
Brownley 
Buchanan 
Bucshon 
Bush 
Bustos 
Butterfield 
Calvert 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carey 
Carl 
Carson 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (LA) 
Carter (TX) 
Cartwright 
Case 
Casten 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chabot 
Cheney 
Cherfilus- 

McCormick 
Chu 
Cicilline 
Clark (MA) 

Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Cole 
Comer 
Connolly 
Conway 
Cooper 
Correa 
Costa 
Courtney 
Craig 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Crow 
Cuellar 
Curtis 
Davids (KS) 
Davis, Danny K. 
Davis, Rodney 
Dean 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Demings 
DeSaulnier 
DesJarlais 
Diaz-Balart 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Doyle, Michael 

F. 
Duncan 
Dunn 
Ellzey 
Emmer 
Escobar 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Evans 
Feenstra 
Ferguson 
Finstad 
Fischbach 
Fitzgerald 
Fitzpatrick 
Fletcher 
Flood 
Flores 
Foster 
Foxx 
Frankel, Lois 
Franklin, C. 

Scott 
Gallagher 

Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garbarino 
Garcia (CA) 
Garcı́a (IL) 
Garcia (TX) 
Gibbs 
Gimenez 
Golden 
Gomez 
Gonzales, Tony 
Gonzalez (OH) 
Gonzalez, 

Vicente 
Gottheimer 
Granger 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Green, Al (TX) 
Grijalva 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Harder (CA) 
Hartzler 
Hayes 
Herrell 
Herrera Beutler 
Higgins (NY) 
Hill 
Himes 
Hollingsworth 
Horsford 
Houlahan 
Hoyer 
Hudson 
Huffman 
Huizenga 
Issa 
Jackson Lee 
Jacobs (CA) 
Jacobs (NY) 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (LA) 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson (SD) 
Johnson (TX) 
Jones 
Joyce (OH) 
Kahele 
Kaptur 
Katko 
Keating 
Keller 
Kelly (IL) 
Kelly (MS) 
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Kelly (PA) 
Khanna 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Kim (CA) 
Kim (NJ) 
Kind 
Kinzinger 
Kirkpatrick 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster 
LaHood 
LaMalfa 
Lamb 
Lamborn 
Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Latta 
LaTurner 
Lawrence 
Lawson (FL) 
Lee (CA) 
Lee (NV) 
Leger Fernandez 
Letlow 
Levin (CA) 
Levin (MI) 
Lieu 
Lofgren 
Long 
Lowenthal 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Luria 
Lynch 
Mace 
Malinowski 
Malliotakis 
Maloney, 

Carolyn B. 
Maloney, Sean 
Manning 
Mast 
Matsui 
McBath 
McCarthy 
McCaul 
McClintock 
McCollum 
McGovern 
McHenry 
McKinley 
McNerney 
Meeks 
Meijer 
Meng 
Meuser 
Mfume 
Miller-Meeks 
Moolenaar 
Moore (UT) 

Moore (WI) 
Morelle 
Moulton 
Mrvan 
Murphy (FL) 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Neguse 
Newhouse 
Newman 
Norcross 
O’Halleran 
Obernolte 
Ocasio-Cortez 
Omar 
Owens 
Palazzo 
Pallone 
Panetta 
Pappas 
Pascrell 
Payne 
Peltola 
Perlmutter 
Peters 
Phillips 
Pingree 
Pocan 
Porter 
Pressley 
Price (NC) 
Quigley 
Raskin 
Reschenthaler 
Rice (NY) 
Rodgers (WA) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Ross 
Rouzer 
Roybal-Allard 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Rutherford 
Ryan (NY) 
Ryan (OH) 
Salazar 
Sánchez 
Sarbanes 
Scalise 
Scanlon 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Schrader 
Schrier 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, David 
Sessions 
Sewell 

Sherman 
Sherrill 
Simpson 
Sires 
Slotkin 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (WA) 
Smucker 
Soto 
Spanberger 
Speier 
Stansbury 
Stanton 
Stauber 
Steel 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Stevens 
Stewart 
Strickland 
Suozzi 
Swalwell 
Takano 
Tenney 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Thompson (PA) 
Titus 
Tlaib 
Tonko 
Torres (CA) 
Torres (NY) 
Trahan 
Trone 
Turner 
Underwood 
Upton 
Valadao 
Vargas 
Veasey 
Velázquez 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Waltz 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson Coleman 
Weber (TX) 
Welch 
Wexton 
Wild 
Williams (GA) 
Wilson (FL) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Yakym 
Yarmuth 
Zeldin 

NAYS—80 

Aderholt 
Allen 
Armstrong 
Babin 
Banks 
Bergman 
Biggs 
Bishop (NC) 
Boebert 
Brooks 
Buck 
Budd 
Burchett 
Burgess 
Cammack 
Cawthorn 
Cline 
Cloud 
Clyde 
Davidson 
Donalds 
Estes 
Fallon 
Fleischmann 
Fulcher 
Gaetz 
Gohmert 

Good (VA) 
Gooden (TX) 
Gosar 
Green (TN) 
Greene (GA) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Harris 
Harshbarger 
Hern 
Hice (GA) 
Higgins (LA) 
Jackson 
Jordan 
Joyce (PA) 
Kustoff 
Lesko 
Loudermilk 
Mann 
Massie 
McClain 
Miller (IL) 
Miller (WV) 
Mooney 
Moore (AL) 
Mullin 
Murphy (NC) 

Nehls 
Norman 
Palmer 
Pence 
Perry 
Pfluger 
Posey 
Rice (SC) 
Rose 
Rosendale 
Roy 
Schweikert 
Scott, Austin 
Sempolinski 
Spartz 
Steube 
Taylor 
Tiffany 
Timmons 
Van Drew 
Van Duyne 
Webster (FL) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Williams (TX) 
Wilson (SC) 

NOT VOTING—1 

Hinson 

b 1425 

Mr. ADERHOLT changed his vote 
from ‘‘yea’’ to ‘‘nay.’’ 

Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER, Mrs. BICE 
of Oklahoma, and Mr. TAKANO 
changed their vote from ‘‘nay’’ to 
‘‘yea.’’ 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended, the bills 
were passed and the Senate amendment 
was agreed to. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

The title of H.R. 1082 was amended so 
as to read: ‘‘A bill to prohibit the unau-
thorized sale of ride-hailing signage 
and study the incidence of fatal and 
non-fatal assaults in TNC and for-hire 
vehicles in order to enhance safety and 
save lives.’’. 

The title of H.R. 6611 was amended so 
as to read: ‘‘A bill to authorize the 
Government of France to establish a 
commemorative work in the District of 
Columbia and its environs to honor the 
extraordinary contributions of Jean 
Monnet to restoring peace between Eu-
ropean nations and establishing the 
European Union, and for other pur-
poses.’’. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

MEMBERS RECORDED PURSUANT TO HOUSE 
RESOLUTION 8, 117TH CONGRESS 

Axne (Pappas) 
Beatty (Neguse) 
Boebert (Gaetz) 
Brooks (Moore 

(AL)) 
Brown (MD) 

(Evans) 
Carter (LA) 

(Horsford) 
Cawthorn (Gaetz) 
Cherfilus- 

McCormick 
(Brown (OH)) 

Cicilline 
(Jayapal) 

Clyburn 
(Butterfield) 

DeFazio 
(Pallone) 

Dingell (Pappas) 
Doyle, Michael 

F. (Evans) 
Dunn (Salazar) 
Escobar (Garcia 

(TX)) 
Espaillat 

(Correa) 

Gosar (Weber 
(TX)) 

Green (TN) 
(Fleischmann) 

Jacobs (NY) 
(Sempolinski) 

Johnson (TX) 
(Pallone) 

Kelly (IL) 
(Horsford) 

Kim (NJ) 
(Pallone) 

Kirkpatrick 
(Pallone) 

Krishnamoorthi 
(Pappas) 

Larson (CT) 
(Pappas) 

Lawson (FL) 
(Evans) 

Levin (CA) 
(Huffman) 

Meeks (Horsford) 
Newman (Correa) 
Norcross 

(Pallone) 
Ocasio-Cortez 

(Tlaib) 

O’Halleran 
(Pappas) 

Palazzo 
(Fleischmann) 

Pascrell 
(Pallone) 

Payne (Pallone) 
Porter (Beyer) 
Pressley 

(Neguse) 
Rice (SC) (Weber 

(TX)) 
Rush (Beyer) 
Sewell (DelBene) 
Simpson 

(Fulcher) 
Sires (Pallone) 
Speier (Garcia 

(TX)) 
Stevens (Craig) 
Strickland 

(Correa) 
Tiffany 

(Fitzgerald) 
Titus (Pallone) 
Welch (Pallone) 

f 

REMEMBERING LIVES LOST AT 
SANDY HOOK 

(Mrs. HAYES asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mrs. HAYES. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the 26 beautiful 
lives that were lost on December 14, 
2012. 

Today marks 10 years since 20 inno-
cent children and 6 selfless educators 
were murdered at Sandy Hook Elemen-
tary School in Newtown, Connecticut. 

Newtown is a small community with 
a big heart, a community that changed 
forever 10 years ago. Bonded by a 
shared grief no one can ever truly com-
prehend, the lives of my constituents 
in this community were reshaped for-
ever. 

While this community has mourned 
the loss of their loved ones, they have 
also honored their memories through 

service. Every single family who lost a 
loved one at Sandy Hook has found a 
way to be of service, with everything 
from violence prevention programs like 
Sandy Hook Promise, to Embrace 
Hope, which is an equine therapy pro-
gram. There is the Ana Grace Project 
and Ben’s Lighthouse, Charlotte’s Lit-
ter Therapy Dog Program, the Emilie 
Parker Art Connection, and everything 
from butterflies to puppies. There is 
the Vicki Soto Project, which is a fund 
to promote a love of teaching. 

These are just a few, but every single 
family affected honored the memory of 
their loved ones through service. These 
families have all found ways to turn 
their grief into action. 

While I recognize that we have so 
much work to do as legislators in this 
body, my only ask of you today, col-
leagues, is that we not let the deaths of 
these children be in vain and that we 
recommit ourselves to making our 
schools and our communities safe and 
find ways to turn solemn moments like 
this into action. 

f 

MOMENT OF SILENCE IN REMEM-
BRANCE OF THE LIVES LOST IN 
THE SANDY HOOK SHOOTING 

The SPEAKER. The Chair asks all 
Members in the Chamber, as well as 
Members and staff throughout the Cap-
itol, to rise for a moment of silence in 
continuing remembrance of the victims 
of the shooting at Sandy Hook Elemen-
tary School on December 14, 2012. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. 
KAPTUR). Pursuant to clause 12(a) of 
rule I, the Chair declares the House in 
recess for a period of less than 15 min-
utes. 

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 33 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1442 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. SCHRADER) at 2 o’clock 
and 42 minutes p.m. 

f 

REQUEST TO CONSIDER H.R. 9525, 
EXTEND THE FUNDING OF GOV-
ERNMENT THROUGH FEBRUARY 
3, 2023 

Mr. ROY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent to call up H.R. 9525 to ex-
tend the funding of government 
through February 3, 2023. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
guidelines consistently issued by suc-
cessive Speakers, as recorded in sec-
tion 956 of the House Rules and Man-
ual, the Chair is constrained not to en-
tertain the request unless it has been 
cleared by the bipartisan floor and 
committee leaderships. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H9811 December 14, 2022 
PROVIDING RESEARCH AND ESTI-

MATES OF CHANGES IN PRECIPI-
TATION ACT 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to House Resolution 1518, I call up 
the bill (H.R. 1437) to amend the 
Weather Research and Forecasting In-
novation Act of 2017 to direct the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration to provide comprehensive 
and regularly updated Federal precipi-
tation information, and for other pur-
poses, with the Senate amendment 
thereto, and ask for its immediate con-
sideration. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Clerk will designate the Senate amend-
ment. 

Senate amendment: 
Strike all after the enacting clause and in-

sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Providing Re-
search and Estimates of Changes In Precipita-
tion Act’’ or the ‘‘PRECIP Act’’. 
SEC. 2. AMENDMENT TO THE WEATHER RE-

SEARCH AND FORECASTING INNOVA-
TION ACT OF 2017 RELATING TO IM-
PROVING FEDERAL PRECIPITATION 
INFORMATION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Weather Research and 
Forecasting Innovation Act of 2017 (15 U.S.C. 
8501 et seq.) is amended by adding at the end 
the following: 

‘‘TITLE VI—IMPROVING FEDERAL 
PRECIPITATION INFORMATION 

‘‘SEC. 601. STUDY ON PRECIPITATION ESTI-
MATION. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days 
after the date of enactment of the PRECIP Act, 
the Administrator, in consultation with other 
Federal agencies as appropriate, shall seek to 
enter an agreement with the National Acad-
emies— 

‘‘(1) to conduct a study on the state of prac-
tice and research needs for precipitation esti-
mation, including probable maximum precipita-
tion estimation; and 

‘‘(2) to submit, not later than 24 months after 
the date on which such agreement is finalized, 
to the Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology of the House of Representatives and the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation of the Senate, and make publicly avail-
able on a website, a report on the results of the 
study under paragraph (1). 

‘‘(b) STUDY.—The report under subsection (a) 
shall include the following: 

‘‘(1) An examination of the current state of 
practice for precipitation estimation at scales 
appropriate for decisionmaker needs, and ra-
tionale for further evolution of this field. 

‘‘(2) An evaluation of best practices for pre-
cipitation estimation that are based on the best- 
available science, include considerations of non- 
stationarity, and can be utilized by the user 
community. 

‘‘(3) A framework for— 
‘‘(A) the development of a National Guidance 

Document for estimating extreme precipitation 
in future conditions; and 

‘‘(B) evaluation of the strengths and chal-
lenges of the full spectrum of approaches, in-
cluding for probable maximum precipitation 
studies. 

‘‘(4) A description of existing research needs 
in the field of precipitation estimation in order 
to modernize current methodologies and con-
sider non-stationarity. 

‘‘(5) A description of in-situ, airborne, and 
space-based observation requirements, that 
could enhance precipitation estimation and de-
velopment of models, including an examination 

of the use of geographic information systems 
and geospatial technology for integration, anal-
ysis, and visualization of precipitation data. 

‘‘(6) A recommended plan for a Federal re-
search and development program, including 
specifications for costs, timeframes, and respon-
sible agencies for addressing identified research 
needs. 

‘‘(7) An analysis of the respective roles in pre-
cipitation estimation of various Federal agen-
cies, academia, State, tribal, territorial, and 
local governments, and other public and private 
stakeholders. 

‘‘(8) Recommendations for data management 
to promote long-term needs such as enabling ret-
rospective analyses and data discoverability, 
interoperability, and reuse. 

‘‘(9) Recommendations for how data and serv-
ices from the entire enterprise can be best lever-
aged by the Federal Government. 

‘‘(10) A description of non-Federal precipita-
tion data, its accessibility by the Federal Gov-
ernment, and ways for National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration to improve or ex-
pand such datasets. 

‘‘(c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized $1,500,000 to the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration to 
carry out this study. 
‘‘SEC. 602. IMPROVING PROBABLE MAXIMUM PRE-

CIPITATION ESTIMATES. 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days 

after the date on which the National Academies 
makes public the report under section 601, the 
Administrator, in consideration of the report 
recommendations, shall consult with relevant 
partners, including users of the data, on the de-
velopment of a plan to— 

‘‘(1) not later than 6 years after the comple-
tion of such report and not less than every 10 
years thereafter, update probable maximum pre-
cipitation estimates for the United States, such 
that each update considers non-stationarity; 

‘‘(2) coordinate with partners to conduct re-
search in the field of extreme precipitation esti-
mation, in accordance with the research needs 
identified in such report; 

‘‘(3) make publicly available, in a searchable, 
interoperable format, all probable maximum pre-
cipitation studies developed by the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration that 
the Administrator has the legal right to redis-
tribute and deemed to be at an appropriate state 
of development on an internet website of the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration; 
and 

‘‘(4) ensure all probable maximum precipita-
tion estimate data, products, and supporting 
documentation and metadata developed by the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion are preserved, curated, and served by the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, as appropriate. 

‘‘(b) NATIONAL GUIDANCE DOCUMENT FOR THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF PROBABLE MAXIMUM PRECIPI-
TATION ESTIMATES.—The Administrator, in col-
laboration with Federal agencies, State, terri-
torial, Tribal and local governments, academia, 
and other partners the Administrator deems ap-
propriate, shall develop a National Guidance 
Document that— 

‘‘(1) provides best practices that can be fol-
lowed by Federal and State regulatory agencies, 
private meteorological consultants, and other 
users that perform probable maximum precipita-
tion studies; 

‘‘(2) considers the recommendations provided 
in the National Academies study under section 
601; 

‘‘(3) facilitates review of probable maximum 
precipitation studies by regulatory agencies; 
and 

‘‘(4) provides confidence in regional and site- 
specific probable maximum precipitation esti-
mates. 

‘‘(c) PUBLICATION.—Not later than 2 years 
after the date on which the National Academies 
makes public the report under section 601, the 

Administrator shall make publicly available the 
National Guidance Document under subsection 
(b) on an internet website of the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration. 

‘‘(d) UPDATES.—The Administrator shall up-
date the National Guidance Document not less 
than once every 10 years after the publication of 
the National Guidance Document under sub-
section (c) and publish such updates in accord-
ance with such subsection. 

‘‘(e) FUNDING.—Amounts available to carry 
out this section may only come from within 
amounts authorized to be appropriated to the 
Administrator. 
‘‘SEC. 603. DEFINITIONS. 

‘‘ In this title: 
‘‘(1) ADMINISTRATOR.—The term ‘Adminis-

trator’ means the Under Secretary of Commerce 
for Oceans and Atmosphere and Administrator 
of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration. 

‘‘(2) NATIONAL ACADEMIES.—The term ‘Na-
tional Academies’ means the National Acad-
emies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine. 

‘‘(3) UNITED STATES.—The term ‘United States’ 
means, collectively, each State of the United 
States, the District of Columbia, the Common-
wealth of Puerto Rico, American Samoa, Guam, 
the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Is-
lands, the Virgin Islands of the United States, 
and any other territory or possession of the 
United States.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 1(b) of 
the Weather Research and Forecasting Innova-
tion Act of 2017 (15 U.S.C. 8501 note) is amended 
in the table of contents by adding at the end the 
following: 

‘‘TITLE VI—IMPROVING FEDERAL 
PRECIPITATION INFORMATION 

‘‘Sec. 601. Study on precipitation estimation. 
‘‘Sec. 602. Improving probable maximum pre-

cipitation estimates. 
‘‘Sec. 603. Definitions.’’. 

MOTION TO CONCUR 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I have a 
motion at the desk. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Clerk will designate the motion. 

The text of the motion is as follows: 
Ms. DeLauro of Connecticut moves that 

the House concur in the Senate amendment 
to H.R. 1437 with an amendment consisting 
of the text of Rules Committee Print 117–72. 

The text of the House amendment to 
the Senate amendment to the text is as 
follows: 

HOUSE AMENDMENT TO SENATE AMENDMENT 
TO H.R. 1437 

In lieu of the matter proposed to be in-
serted by the Senate, insert the following: 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 
This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Further Con-

tinuing Appropriations and Extensions Act, 
2023’’. 
SEC. 2. TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

The table of contents of this Act is as follows: 

Sec. 1. Short Title. 
Sec. 2. Table of Contents. 
Sec. 3. References. 
Sec. 4. Payment to Widows and Heirs of De-

ceased Members of Congress. 

DIVISION A—FURTHER CONTINUING 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2023 

DIVISION B—OTHER MATTERS 

Title I—Extensions 
Title II—Budgetary Effects 

DIVISION C—HEALTH AND HUMAN 
SERVICES 

Title I—Medicare and Medicaid 
Title II—Human Services 
Title III—Extension of FDA Authorizations 
Title IV—Indian Health 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH9812 December 14, 2022 
DIVISION D—PRECIP ACT 

SEC. 3. REFERENCES. 
Except as expressly provided otherwise, any 

reference to ‘‘this Act’’ contained in any divi-
sion of this Act shall be treated as referring only 
to the provisions of that division. 
SEC. 4. PAYMENT TO WIDOWS AND HEIRS OF DE-

CEASED MEMBERS OF CONGRESS. 
There is hereby appropriated for fiscal year 

2023, out of any money in the Treasury not oth-
erwise appropriated, for payment to Colette 
Wallace McEachin, beneficiary of Aston Donald 
McEachin, late a Representative from the Com-
monwealth of Virginia, $174,000. 

DIVISION A—FURTHER CONTINUING 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2023 

SEC. 101. The Continuing Appropriations Act, 
2023 (division A of Public Law 117–180) is 
amended— 

(1) by striking the date specified in section 
106(3) and inserting ‘‘December 23, 2022’’; 

(2) by adding after section 157 the following 
new section: 

‘‘SEC. 158. During the period covered by this 
Act, section 227(a) of the Federal Cybersecurity 
Enhancement Act of 2015 (6 U.S.C. 1525) shall 
not apply.’’. 

This division may be cited as the ‘‘Further 
Continuing Appropriations Act, 2023’’. 

DIVISION B—OTHER MATTERS 
TITLE I—EXTENSIONS 

SEC. 101. EXTENSION OF FCC AUCTION AUTHOR-
ITY. 

Section 309(j)(11) of the Communications Act 
of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 309(j)(11)) is amended by strik-
ing ‘‘December 16, 2022’’ and inserting ‘‘Decem-
ber 23, 2022’’. 
SEC. 102. EXTENSION OF AUTHORIZATION FOR 

SPECIAL ASSESSMENT FOR DOMES-
TIC TRAFFICKING VICTIMS’ FUND. 

Section 3014(a) of title 18, United States Code, 
is amended, in the matter preceding paragraph 
(1), by striking ‘‘December 16, 2022’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘December 23, 2022’’. 
SEC. 103. UNITED STATES PAROLE COMMISSION 

EXTENSION. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be cited 
as the ‘‘United States Parole Commission Fur-
ther Extension Act of 2022’’. 

(b) AMENDMENT OF SENTENCING REFORM ACT 
OF 1984.—For purposes of section 235(b) of the 
Sentencing Reform Act of 1984 (18 U.S.C. 3551 
note; Public Law 98–473; 98 Stat. 2032), as such 
section relates to chapter 311 of title 18, United 
States Code, and the United States Parole Com-
mission, each reference in such section to ‘‘35 
years’’ or ‘‘35-year period’’ shall be deemed a 
reference to ‘‘35 years and 53 days’’ or ‘‘35-year 
and 53-day period’’, respectively. 
SEC. 104. EXTENSION OF COMMODITY FUTURES 

TRADING COMMISSION CUSTOMER 
PROTECTION FUND EXPENSES AC-
COUNT. 

Section 1(b) of Public Law 117–25 (135 Stat. 
297), as amended by section 104 of division C of 
the Continuing Appropriations and Ukraine 
Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2023 is 
amended by striking ‘‘December 16, 2022’’ each 
place it appears and inserting ‘‘December 23, 
2022’’. 

TITLE II—BUDGETARY EFFECTS 
SEC. 201. BUDGETARY EFFECTS. 

(a) STATUTORY PAYGO SCORECARDS.—The 
budgetary effects of this division and each suc-
ceeding division shall not be entered on either 
PAYGO scorecard maintained pursuant to sec-
tion 4(d) of the Statutory Pay-As-You-Go Act of 
2010. 

(b) SENATE PAYGO SCORECARDS.—The budg-
etary effects of this division and each suc-
ceeding division shall not be entered on any 
PAYGO scorecard maintained for purposes of 
section 4106 of H. Con. Res. 71 (115th Congress). 

(c) CLASSIFICATION OF BUDGETARY EFFECTS.— 
Notwithstanding Rule 3 of the Budget 
Scorekeeping Guidelines set forth in the joint 
explanatory statement of the committee of con-
ference accompanying Conference Report 105– 
217 and section 250(c)(8) of the Balanced Budget 
and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985, the 
budgetary effects of this division and each suc-
ceeding division shall not be estimated— 

(1) for purposes of section 251 of such Act; 
(2) for purposes of an allocation to the Com-

mittee on Appropriations pursuant to section 
302(a) of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974; 
and 

(3) for purposes of paragraph (4)(C) of section 
3 of the Statutory Pay-As-You-Go Act of 2010 as 
being included in an appropriation Act. 

DIVISION C—HEALTH AND HUMAN 
SERVICES 

TITLE I—MEDICARE AND MEDICAID 
SEC. 101. EXTENSION OF INCREASED INPATIENT 

HOSPITAL PAYMENT ADJUSTMENT 
FOR CERTAIN LOW-VOLUME HOS-
PITALS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1886(d)(12) of the 
Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1395ww(d)(12)) is 
amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (B), in the matter pre-
ceding clause (i), by striking ‘‘December 17, 
2022’’ and inserting ‘‘December 24, 2022’’; 

(2) in subparagraph (C)(i)— 
(A) in the matter preceding subclause (I), by 

striking ‘‘December 16, 2022’’ and inserting ‘‘De-
cember 23, 2022’’; 

(B) in subclause (III), by striking ‘‘December 
16, 2022’ ’’ and inserting ‘‘December 23, 2022’’; 
and 

(C) in subclause (IV), by striking ‘‘December 
17, 2022’’ and inserting ‘‘December 24, 2022’’; 
and 

(3) in subparagraph (D)— 
(A) in the matter preceding clause (i), by 

striking ‘‘December 16, 2022’ ’’ and inserting 
‘‘December 23, 2022’’; and 

(B) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘December 16, 
2022’ ’’ and inserting ‘‘December 23, 2022’’. 

(b) IMPLEMENTATION.—Notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, the Secretary of Health 
and Human Services may implement the provi-
sions of, including the amendments made by, 
this section by program instruction or otherwise. 
SEC. 102. EXTENSION OF THE MEDICARE-DE-

PENDENT HOSPITAL PROGRAM. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1886(d)(5)(G) of the 
Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1395ww(d)(5)(G)) 
is amended— 

(1) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘December 17, 
2022’’ and inserting ‘‘December 24, 2022’’; and 

(2) in clause (ii)(II), by striking ‘‘December 17, 
2022’’ and inserting ‘‘December 24, 2022’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(1) EXTENSION OF TARGET AMOUNTS.—Section 

1886(b)(3)(D) of the Social Security Act (42 
U.S.C. 1395ww(b)(3)(D)) is amended— 

(A) in the matter preceding clause (i), by 
striking ‘‘December 17, 2022’’ and inserting ‘‘De-
cember 24, 2022’’; and 

(B) in clause (iv), by striking ‘‘December 16, 
2022,’’ and inserting ‘‘December 23, 2022’’. 

(2) PERMITTING HOSPITALS TO DECLINE RECLAS-
SIFICATION.—Section 13501(e)(2) of the Omnibus 
Budget Reconciliation Act of 1993 (42 U.S.C. 
1395ww note) is amended by striking ‘‘December 
16, 2022’’ and inserting ‘‘December 23, 2022’’. 
SEC. 103. EXTENSION OF INCREASED FMAPS 

UNDER MEDICAID FOR THE TERRI-
TORIES. 

Section 1905(ff) of the Social Security Act (42 
U.S.C. 1396d(ff)) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘December 
16, 2022’’ and inserting ‘‘December 23, 2022’’; 
and 

(2) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘December 
16, 2022’’ and inserting ‘‘December 23, 2022’’. 

SEC. 104. MEDICARE IMPROVEMENT FUND. 

Section 1898(b)(1) of the Social Security Act 
(42 U.S.C. 1395iii(b)(1)) is amended by striking 
‘‘$7,308,000,000’’ and inserting ‘‘$7,278,000,000’’. 

TITLE II—HUMAN SERVICES 
SEC. 201. EXTENSION OF MATERNAL, INFANT, 

AND EARLY CHILDHOOD HOME VIS-
ITING PROGRAMS. 

Activities authorized by section 511 of the So-
cial Security Act shall continue through Decem-
ber 23, 2022, and out of any money in the Treas-
ury of the United States not otherwise appro-
priated, there is hereby appropriated for such 
purpose an amount equal to the pro rata portion 
of the amount appropriated for such activities 
for fiscal year 2022. 
SEC. 202. EXTENSION OF CHILD AND FAMILY 

SERVICES PROGRAMS. 

Activities authorized by part B of title IV of 
the Social Security Act shall continue through 
December 23, 2022, in the manner authorized for 
fiscal year 2022, and out of any money in the 
Treasury of the United States not otherwise ap-
propriated, there are hereby appropriated such 
sums as may be necessary for such purpose. 

TITLE III—EXTENSION OF FDA 
AUTHORIZATIONS 

SEC. 301. REAUTHORIZATION OF THE CRITICAL 
PATH PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNER-
SHIP. 

Section 566(f) of the Federal Food, Drug, and 
Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 360bbb–5(f)) is amended 
by striking ‘‘$1,265,753 for the period beginning 
on October 1, 2022 and ending on December 16, 
2022’’ and inserting ‘‘$1,380,822 for the period 
beginning on October 1, 2022 and ending on De-
cember 23, 2022’’. 
SEC. 302. REAUTHORIZATION OF THE BEST PHAR-

MACEUTICALS FOR CHILDREN PRO-
GRAM. 

Section 409I(d)(1) of the Public Health Service 
Act (42 U.S.C. 284m(d)(1)) is amended by strik-
ing ‘‘$5,273,973 for the period beginning on Oc-
tober 1, 2022 and ending on December 16, 2022’’ 
and inserting ‘‘$5,753,425 for the period begin-
ning on October 1, 2022 and ending on December 
23, 2022’’. 
SEC. 303. REAUTHORIZATION OF THE HUMANI-

TARIAN DEVICE EXEMPTION INCEN-
TIVE. 

Section 520(m)(6)(A)(iv) of the Federal Food, 
Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 
360j(m)(6)(A)(iv)) is amended by striking ‘‘De-
cember 17, 2022’’ and inserting ‘‘December 24, 
2022’’. 
SEC. 304. REAUTHORIZATION OF THE PEDIATRIC 

DEVICE CONSORTIA PROGRAM. 

Section 305(e) of the Pediatric Medical Device 
Safety and Improvement Act of 2007 (Public 
Law 110–85; 42 U.S.C. 282 note) is amended by 
striking ‘‘$1,107,534 for the period beginning on 
October 1, 2022, and ending on December 16, 
2022’’ and inserting ‘‘$1,610,959 for the period 
beginning on October 1, 2022 and ending on De-
cember 23, 2022’’. 
SEC. 305. REAUTHORIZATION OF PROVISION PER-

TAINING TO DRUGS CONTAINING 
SINGLE ENANTIOMERS. 

Section 505(u)(4) of the Federal Food, Drug, 
and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 355(u)(4)) is amend-
ed by striking ‘‘December 17, 2022’’ and inserting 
‘‘December 24, 2022’’. 
SEC. 306. REAUTHORIZATION OF CERTAIN DE-

VICE INSPECTIONS. 

Section 704(g)(11) of the Federal Food, Drug, 
and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 374(g)(11)) is 
amended by striking ‘‘December 17, 2022’’ and 
inserting ‘‘December 24, 2022’’. 
SEC. 307. REAUTHORIZATION OF ORPHAN DRUG 

GRANTS. 

Section 5(c) of the Orphan Drug Act (21 
U.S.C. 360ee(c)) is amended by striking 
‘‘$6,328,767 for the period beginning on October 
1, 2022, and ending on December 16, 2022’’ 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H9813 December 14, 2022 
and inserting ‘‘$6,904,110 for the period begin-
ning on October 1, 2022 and ending on December 
23, 2022’’. 
SEC. 308. REAUTHORIZATION OF REPORTING RE-

QUIREMENTS RELATED TO PENDING 
GENERIC DRUG APPLICATIONS AND 
PRIORITY REVIEW APPLICATIONS. 

Section 807 of the FDA Reauthorization Act of 
2017 (Public Law 115–52) is amended, in the mat-
ter preceding paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘De-
cember 16, 2022’’ and inserting ‘‘December 23, 
2022’’. 
SEC. 309. REAUTHORIZATION OF THIRD-PARTY 

REVIEW PROGRAM. 
Section 523(c) of the Federal Food, Drug, and 

Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 360m(c)) is amended by 
striking ‘‘December 17, 2022’’ and inserting ‘‘De-
cember 24, 2022’’. 

TITLE IV—INDIAN HEALTH 
SEC. 401. EXTENSION OF MORATORIUM. 

Section 424(a) of title IV of division G of Pub-
lic Law 113–76 is amended by striking ‘‘Decem-
ber 16, 2022’’ and inserting ‘‘December 24, 2022’’. 

DIVISION D—PRECIP ACT 
SEC. 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Providing Re-
search and Estimates of Changes In Precipita-
tion Act’’ or the ‘‘PRECIP Act’’. 
SEC. 2. AMENDMENT TO THE WEATHER RE-

SEARCH AND FORECASTING INNOVA-
TION ACT OF 2017 RELATING TO IM-
PROVING FEDERAL PRECIPITATION 
INFORMATION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Weather Research and 
Forecasting Innovation Act of 2017 (15 U.S.C. 
8501 et seq.) is amended by adding at the end 
the following: 

‘‘TITLE VI—IMPROVING FEDERAL 
PRECIPITATION INFORMATION 

‘‘SEC. 601. STUDY ON PRECIPITATION ESTI-
MATION. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days 
after the date of enactment of the PRECIP Act, 
the Administrator, in consultation with other 
Federal agencies as appropriate, shall seek to 
enter an agreement with the National Acad-
emies— 

‘‘(1) to conduct a study on the state of prac-
tice and research needs for precipitation esti-
mation, including probable maximum precipita-
tion estimation; and 

‘‘(2) to submit, not later than 24 months after 
the date on which such agreement is finalized, 
to the Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology of the House of Representatives and the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation of the Senate, and make publicly avail-
able on a website, a report on the results of the 
study under paragraph (1). 

‘‘(b) STUDY.—The report under subsection (a) 
shall include the following: 

‘‘(1) An examination of the current state of 
practice for precipitation estimation at scales 
appropriate for decisionmaker needs, and ra-
tionale for further evolution of this field. 

‘‘(2) An evaluation of best practices for pre-
cipitation estimation that are based on the best- 
available science, include considerations of non- 
stationarity, and can be utilized by the user 
community. 

‘‘(3) A framework for— 
‘‘(A) the development of a National Guidance 

Document for estimating extreme precipitation 
in future conditions; and 

‘‘(B) evaluation of the strengths and chal-
lenges of the full spectrum of approaches, in-
cluding for probable maximum precipitation 
studies. 

‘‘(4) A description of existing research needs 
in the field of precipitation estimation in order 
to modernize current methodologies and con-
sider non-stationarity. 

‘‘(5) A description of in-situ, airborne, and 
space-based observation requirements, that 

could enhance precipitation estimation and de-
velopment of models, including an examination 
of the use of geographic information systems 
and geospatial technology for integration, anal-
ysis, and visualization of precipitation data. 

‘‘(6) A recommended plan for a Federal re-
search and development program, including 
specifications for costs, timeframes, and respon-
sible agencies for addressing identified research 
needs. 

‘‘(7) An analysis of the respective roles in pre-
cipitation estimation of various Federal agen-
cies, academia, State, tribal, territorial, and 
local governments, and other public and private 
stakeholders. 

‘‘(8) Recommendations for data management 
to promote long-term needs such as enabling ret-
rospective analyses and data discoverability, 
interoperability, and reuse. 

‘‘(9) Recommendations for how data and serv-
ices from the entire enterprise can be best lever-
aged by the Federal Government. 

‘‘(10) A description of non-Federal precipita-
tion data, its accessibility by the Federal Gov-
ernment, and ways for National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration to improve or ex-
pand such datasets. 

‘‘(c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized $1,500,000 to the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration to 
carry out this study. 
‘‘SEC. 602. IMPROVING PROBABLE MAXIMUM PRE-

CIPITATION ESTIMATES. 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days 

after the date on which the National Academies 
makes public the report under section 601, the 
Administrator, in consideration of the report 
recommendations, shall consult with relevant 
partners, including users of the data, on the de-
velopment of a plan to— 

‘‘(1) not later than 6 years after the comple-
tion of such report and not less than every 10 
years thereafter, update probable maximum pre-
cipitation estimates for the United States, such 
that each update considers non-stationarity; 

‘‘(2) coordinate with partners to conduct re-
search in the field of extreme precipitation esti-
mation, in accordance with the research needs 
identified in such report; 

‘‘(3) make publicly available, in a searchable, 
interoperable format, all probable maximum pre-
cipitation studies developed by the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration that 
the Administrator has the legal right to redis-
tribute and deemed to be at an appropriate state 
of development on an internet website of the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration; 
and 

‘‘(4) ensure all probable maximum precipita-
tion estimate data, products, and supporting 
documentation and metadata developed by the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion are preserved, curated, and served by the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, as appropriate. 

‘‘(b) NATIONAL GUIDANCE DOCUMENT FOR THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF PROBABLE MAXIMUM PRECIPI-
TATION ESTIMATES.—The Administrator, in col-
laboration with Federal agencies, State, terri-
torial, Tribal and local governments, academia, 
and other partners the Administrator deems ap-
propriate, shall develop a National Guidance 
Document that— 

‘‘(1) provides best practices that can be fol-
lowed by Federal and State regulatory agencies, 
private meteorological consultants, and other 
users that perform probable maximum precipita-
tion studies; 

‘‘(2) considers the recommendations provided 
in the National Academies study under section 
601; 

‘‘(3) facilitates review of probable maximum 
precipitation studies by regulatory agencies; 
and 

‘‘(4) provides confidence in regional and site- 
specific probable maximum precipitation esti-
mates. 

‘‘(c) PUBLICATION.—Not later than 2 years 
after the date on which the National Academies 
makes public the report under section 601, the 
Administrator shall make publicly available the 
National Guidance Document under subsection 
(b) on an internet website of the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration. 

‘‘(d) UPDATES.—The Administrator shall up-
date the National Guidance Document not less 
than once every 10 years after the publication of 
the National Guidance Document under sub-
section (c) and publish such updates in accord-
ance with such subsection. 

‘‘SEC. 603. DEFINITIONS. 

‘‘ In this title: 
‘‘(1) ADMINISTRATOR.—The term ‘Adminis-

trator’ means the Under Secretary of Commerce 
for Oceans and Atmosphere and Administrator 
of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration. 

‘‘(2) NATIONAL ACADEMIES.—The term ‘Na-
tional Academies’ means the National Acad-
emies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine. 

‘‘(3) UNITED STATES.—The term ‘United States’ 
means, collectively, each State of the United 
States, the District of Columbia, the Common-
wealth of Puerto Rico, American Samoa, Guam, 
the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Is-
lands, the Virgin Islands of the United States, 
and any other territory or possession of the 
United States.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 1(b) of 
the Weather Research and Forecasting Innova-
tion Act of 2017 (15 U.S.C. 8501 note) is amended 
in the table of contents by adding at the end the 
following: 

‘‘TITLE VI—IMPROVING FEDERAL 
PRECIPITATION INFORMATION 

‘‘Sec. 601. Study on precipitation esti-
mation. 

‘‘Sec. 602. Improving probable maximum 
precipitation estimates. 

‘‘Sec. 603. Definitions.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 1518, the mo-
tion shall be debatable for 1 hour 
equally divided and controlled by the 
chair and ranking minority member of 
the Committee on Appropriations or 
their respective designees. 

The gentlewoman from Connecticut 
(Ms. DELAURO) and the gentlewoman 
from Texas (Ms. GRANGER) each will 
control 30 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Connecticut. 

b 1445 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the Sen-
ate amendment to H.R. 1437. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Connecticut? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 

of the Further Continuing Appropria-
tions and Extensions Act, which ex-
tends funding for critical Federal pro-
grams and services through December 
23. 
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While I would have preferred to come 

before the House today to pass a final 
2023 government funding package, I am 
encouraged that we have come to an 
agreement on a framework that pro-
vides a path forward to enact an omni-
bus next week. 

The legislation before us today is a 
simple date change that keeps the gov-
ernment up and running as we nego-
tiate the details of final spending bills 
and complete the work of funding the 
government programs that meet the 
needs of hardworking Americans. 

All of us in this room know well that 
final funding bills are the best way to 
guarantee the necessary resources for 
the government programs and policies 
that make the biggest impact on our 
constituents. We will soon bring to the 
floor an omnibus that continues to 
make important investments, because 
we know the impact of a government 
that looks out for the middle class, 
working families, and for small busi-
nesses. 

The final funding bills we will bring 
to a vote will include investments that 
will help hardworking Americans, re-
build our infrastructure, keep our Na-
tion competitive, strengthen our sup-
ply chain, and help small businesses ac-
cess the capital they need, the keys to 
our economic future. 

The final omnibus agreement will 
help keep our Nation and our commu-
nities safe with the certainty that we 
all deserve. I can say with certainty 
this package will include community 
project funding that responds directly 
to some of the most pressing needs in 
communities all over America and that 
so many of my colleagues have worked 
tirelessly to deliver to their constitu-
ents. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this bill, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in opposi-
tion to this short-term continuing res-
olution through December 23. I am 
very disappointed that we are, once 
again, discussing a CR because full- 
year appropriations bills have not been 
signed into law. 

I want to explain why we find our-
selves in this place. Republican Mem-
bers opposed the trillions of dollars in 
nondefense spending that Members on 
the other side of the aisle pushed 
through this Congress. That new spend-
ing was provided outside the normal 
process, and it is roughly twice the 
amount of funding we provide in a year 
through the annual appropriations 
bills. 

After these unprecedented levels of 
spending, nondefense programs should 
not require another large increase in 
fiscal year 2023. We need to focus on re-
ducing government waste, fighting in-
flation, and focusing our limited re-
sources on true priorities like border 
security and our Nation’s military. 

Democrats have had all year to put 
bills on the floor that address these 

concerns and can be signed into law. 
Time is up. We should be passing a con-
tinuing resolution into next year in-
stead of buying more time to rush 
through a massive spending package. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
vote ‘‘no’’ on this bill, and I reserve the 
balance of my time. 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
such time as he may consume to the 
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. CLINE), a 
member of the Committee on Appro-
priations. 

Mr. CLINE. Mr. Speaker, enough is 
enough. Here in the waning days of 
one-party control, Democrats are 
grasping at straws to push more of 
their radical policy agenda on the 
American people. They are hoping the 
lameduck House will help jam through 
a monstrous $1.7 trillion omnibus down 
our throats before Christmas so incom-
ing House Republicans can’t use the 
budget next year to impose fiscal re-
sponsibility and check Biden’s disas-
trous agenda. 

Even though voters demanded change 
in November, House Republicans have 
had no seat at the negotiating table. 
This one-week CR will continue fund-
ing for President Biden’s policies that 
have created crisis after crisis. 

Under his watch, the Nation is expe-
riencing a historically bad crisis at the 
southern border, a botched withdrawal 
from Afghanistan that cost American 
lives and created tens of thousands of 
refugees, his quest to provide abortion 
on demand, his illegal and regressive 
cancellation of student loan debt, his 
anti-energy agenda, and an inflation 
crisis that makes Americans poorer. 

The American people cannot afford 
another Democrat-led spending meas-
ure that would exacerbate inflation 
and continue to fund the very agencies 
waging war on their freedoms. 

Every Republican must reject this 
lameduck spending spree and let the 
incoming Members of the new Repub-
lican majority, who will be account-
able to the voters, work to reach a 
more balanced agreement than this lib-
eral spending spree. 

We must use every opportunity at 
our disposal, especially through the 
constitutional power of the purse, to 
fight for the American people and 
change the broken status quo in Wash-
ington. Republicans must stand strong 
and oppose this last-ditch power play 
by Democrats. 

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, I urge 
my colleagues to vote ‘‘no,’’ and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time for clos-
ing. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like for just a 
moment to set the record straight. 
There was an offer made to my Repub-
lican colleagues on where we should go 
with an omnibus in June; another was 
in October. We were told at the time 
that they couldn’t move to do anything 
until after the elections. We were then 

told that they had to then wait for 
their leadership elections to occur be-
fore they could actually engage. Then 
we were told we had to wait until after 
a Georgia election in order to engage. 

Speaking of enough is enough. I 
would also just say they were invited 
to the table many, many times to join 
the negotiations; they decided not to 
do that. So we find ourselves here 
today when we have to meet the dead-
line in order to keep the government 
open. 

What we do need, Mr. Speaker, is this 
bill to continue negotiating final 2023 
funding bills. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to join me in supporting this 
bill, and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

Ms. SHERRILL. Mr. Speaker, I rise in sup-
port of H.R. 1437, the ‘‘Providing Research 
and Estimates of Changes in Precipitation,’’ or 
‘‘PRECIP Act.’’ 

I am the proud author of the PRECIP Act, 
a bipartisan measure to address flooding—the 
most common and widely experienced natural 
hazard both in the nation and in my northern 
New Jersey district. My commitment to this bill 
is grounded in the painful experiences of my 
New Jersey constituents devastated by flood-
ing who, sadly, know the life-and-death impact 
of lacking precise and accurate forecasts 
ahead of flooding caused by extreme rainfall. 
Flooding is pernicious throughout this country, 
not just in coastal areas, and for that reason, 
the practical tools enabled by this bill benefit 
all Americans, and the bill has enjoyed bipar-
tisan support. 

Flooding can occur from major multi-state 
events—like Tropical Storm Ida, which swept 
away a woman in Woodland Park in my dis-
trict and took the lives of 27 New Jerseyans— 
or smaller localized rainfall that causes flash 
flooding, like five inches of sudden rainfall that 
swept through Parsippany, New Jersey, in just 
hours last October. 

The PRECIP Act improves local forecasting 
of these events by requiring NOAA to update 
outdated rainfall data that has hampered the 
accuracy of forecasting. It also ensures this 
data is updated more frequently going forward, 
accounts for future impacts due to climate 
change, and requires development of best 
practices to estimate maximum precipitation 
amounts. 

I want to thank my colleagues on both sides 
of the aisle of the Science Committee, Chair-
woman Johnson, and Senators Booker and 
Wicker for their support of the PRECIP Act. I 
urge my colleagues on both sides of the aisle 
to support the passage of this bill. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
in support of the bill before us today, which 
will provide one additional week of continuing 
appropriations to allow work on the Omnibus 
appropriations act to be completed. In addi-
tion, the bill includes the ‘‘Providing Research 
and Estimates of Changes in Precipitation’’, or 
‘‘PRECIP Act.’’ 

I am proud to be an original cosponsor of 
Representative SHERRILL’s bipartisan PRECIP 
Act. Representative SHERRILL has been a tire-
less advocate for improving our understanding 
of extreme precipitation. As the Chairwoman 
of the Subcommittee on Environment of the 
Science, Space, and Technology Committee, 
Representative SHERRILL has been a steadfast 
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leader in promoting understanding of how 
science can help better prepare our commu-
nities for extreme precipitation events, and the 
PRECIP Act is a direct outcome of those ef-
forts. This bill will address gaps in accurate 
probable maximum precipitation, or PMP, esti-
mates and it directs NOAA to enter into an 
agreement with the National Academies of 
Science, Engineering, and Medicine to con-
duct a study on the best practices for esti-
mating precipitation. 

The PRECIP Act will ensure precipitation 
estimates are updated at least every decade 
across the U.S. Further, this legislation will di-
rect the NOAA to include forecasted changes 
in precipitation due to climate change in pre-
cipitation studies. 

We have been feeling the changes in pre-
cipitation across the country, and these 
changes will only get more extreme with cli-
mate change. Having access to the best avail-
able information is critical to protect lives, tax-
payer dollars, and infrastructure. The PRECIP 
Act will assist stakeholders such as floodplain 
managers, emergency managers, local gov-
ernments, and many more. I urge my col-
leagues to support this legislation. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. All time 
for debate has expired. 

Pursuant to House Resolution 1518, 
the previous question is ordered. 

The question is on the motion by the 
gentlewoman from Connecticut (Ms. 
DELAURO). 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, on that 
I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR A CORRECTION IN 
THE ENROLLMENT OF H.R. 1437 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to take from the 
Speaker’s table the concurrent resolu-
tion (H. Con. Res. 123), providing for a 
correction in the enrollment of H.R. 
1437, and ask for its immediate consid-
eration in the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Connecticut? 

There was no objection. 
The text of the concurrent resolution 

is as follows: 
H. CON. RES. 123 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That, in the enrollment of 
H.R. 1437, the Clerk of the House of Rep-
resentatives shall amend the title so as to 
read: ‘‘Making further continuing appropria-
tions for the fiscal year ending September 30, 
2023, and for other purposes.’’. 

The concurrent resolution was agreed 
to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or votes objected 
to under clause 6 of rule XX. 

The House will resume proceedings 
on postponed questions at a later time. 

f 

IRAN HOSTAGES CONGRESSIONAL 
GOLD MEDAL ACT 

Mr. AUCHINCLOSS. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (S. 2607) to award a Congressional 
Gold Medal to the former hostages of 
the Iran Hostage Crisis of 1979 1981, 
highlighting their resilience through-
out the unprecedented ordeal that they 
lived through and the national unity it 
produced, marking four decades since 
their 444 days in captivity, and recog-
nizing their sacrifice to the United 
States. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

S. 2607 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Iran Hos-
tages Congressional Gold Medal Act’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds the following: 
(1) On January 20, 1981, United States dip-

lomats, military personnel, and civilians 
were released after being held hostage for 444 
days by militant student supporters of Iran’s 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini in a violation 
of international law. The individuals were 
taken from the United States Embassy in 
Tehran, Iran, and the ordeal came to be 
known as the Iran Hostage Crisis. 

(2) The hostages were subjected to intense 
physical and psychological torture through-
out their captivity, such as mock executions, 
beatings, solitary confinement, and inhos-
pitable living conditions. 

(3) Throughout their time held, the hos-
tages were routinely told to denounce the 
United States and, when they refused, they 
were tortured, but remained strong in their 
spirit. 

(4) One hostage wrote ‘‘Viva la roja, blan-
co, y azul’’, which translates to ‘‘Long live 
the red, white, and blue’’, on the wall of his 
cell as a reminder of the values he swore to 
protect. 

(5) The hostages showed extraordinary 
courage by continually engaging in acts of 
resistance against their captors, such as by 
refusing to sign condemnations of the United 
States, in the face of gross violations of their 
human rights. 

(6) Many of the hostages still experience 
trauma as a result of the events of the crisis 
and deserve to have their suffering recog-
nized. 

(7) While, as of the date of enactment of 
this Act, 35 of the hostages are living, it is 
important that the people of the United 
States reflect on the resilience and strength 
of the hostages, which serve as an example 
to current generations. 

(8) The people of the United States 
should— 

(A) acknowledge the hostages as heroes 
who— 

(i) experienced great tribulation; and 
(ii) endured, so that the people of the 

United States may know the blessing of liv-
ing in the United States; and 

(B) strive to demonstrate the values shown 
by the hostages. 

(9) On January 22, 1981, President Jimmy 
Carter met with the hostages in West Ger-
many and stated the following: ‘‘One of the 
acts in my life which has been the most mov-
ing and gratifying in meeting with and dis-
cussing the future and the past with the now 
liberated Americans who were held hostage 
in Iran for so long. I pointed out to them 
that, since their capture by the Iranian ter-
rorists and their being held in this despicable 
act of savagery, that the American people’s 
hearts have gone out to them and the Nation 
has been united as perhaps never before in 
history and that the prayers that have gone 
up from the people throughout the world to 
God for their safety have finally been an-
swered.’’. 

(10) On January 28, 1981, when welcoming 
the hostages home, President Ronald Reagan 
stated the following: ‘‘You’ve come home to 
a people who for 444 days suffered the pain of 
your imprisonment, prayed for your safety, 
and most importantly, shared your deter-
mination that the spirit of free men and 
women is not a fit subject for barter. You’ve 
represented under great stress the highest 
traditions of public service. Your conduct is 
symbolic of the millions of professional dip-
lomats, military personnel, and others who 
have rendered service to their country.’’. 

(11) During the 444 days the brave hostages 
were held, the rest of the United States held 
its breath, waiting for news of the hostages. 
The United States hoped and prayed to-
gether, as one, for the hostages’ safe return. 

(12) Bruce Laingen, who served as United 
States Ambassador to Iran from 1979 to 1980 
and was the highest ranking diplomat held 
hostage, summed up the experience by say-
ing the following: ‘‘Fifty-three Americans 
who will always have a love affair with this 
country and who join with you in a prayer of 
thanksgiving for the way in which this crisis 
has strengthened the spirit and resilience 
and strength that is the mark of a truly free 
society.’’. It is now the responsibility of the 
people of the United States to honor the 
spirit, resilience, and strength that the hos-
tages displayed during their 444 days of im-
prisonment. 

(13) Now, more than 4 decades later, the 
United States continues to honor the hos-
tages. The recipients of the award bestowed 
by this Act are heroes in every sense of the 
word. They are role models who wore their 
pride in the United States with esteem and 
have allowed for subsequent generations to 
appreciate the blessing of living in the 
United States. Today, as we mark 40 years 
since their release, the people of the United 
States acknowledge their endurance, 
strength, and contributions to seeing a more 
peaceful world. The hostages suffered for the 
United States and now it is the duty of the 
United States to recognize them for it. 
SEC. 3. DEFINITION. 

In this Act, the term ‘‘hostage’’ means a 
person of the United States who was taken 
captive on November 4, 1979, in Tehran, Iran, 
at the United States embassy and released 
on— 

(1) July 11, 1980; or 
(2) January 20, 1981. 

SEC. 4. CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL. 
(a) AWARD AUTHORIZED.—The Speaker of 

the House of Representatives and the Presi-
dent pro tempore of the Senate shall make 
appropriate arrangements for the award, on 
behalf of Congress, of a single gold medal of 
appropriate design to the 53 hostages of the 
Iran Hostage Crisis, in recognition of their 
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bravery and endurance throughout their cap-
tivity, which started on November 4, 1979, 
and lasted until January 21, 1981. 

(b) DESIGN AND STRIKING.—For the pur-
poses of the award referred to in subsection 
(a), the Secretary of the Treasury (referred 
to in this Act as the ‘‘Secretary’’) shall 
strike a gold medal with suitable emblems, 
devices, and inscriptions, to be determined 
by the Secretary, in consultation with the 
Secretary of State. 

(c) SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Following the award of 

the gold medal under subsection (a), the gold 
medal shall be given to the National Museum 
of American History of the Smithsonian In-
stitution, where it shall be available for dis-
play as appropriate and made available for 
research. 

(2) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 
Congress that the Smithsonian Institution 
should make the gold medal received under 
paragraph (1) available for loan, as appro-
priate, so that the medal may be displayed 
elsewhere. 
SEC. 5. BRONZE DUPLICATE MEDALS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may strike 
and sell duplicates in bronze of the gold 
medal struck pursuant to section 4, at a 
price sufficient to cover the cost thereof, in-
cluding labor, materials, dies, use of machin-
ery, and overhead expenses. 

(b) PROCEEDS OF SALES.—The amounts re-
ceived from the sale of duplicate medals 
under subsection (a) shall be deposited in the 
United States Mint Public Enterprise Fund. 
SEC. 6. AUTHORITY TO USE FUND AMOUNTS. 

There is authorized to be charged against 
the United States Mint Public Enterprise 
Fund such amounts as may be necessary to 
pay for the costs of the medals struck under 
this Act. 
SEC. 7. STATUS OF MEDALS. 

(a) NATIONAL MEDALS.—The medals struck 
pursuant to this Act are national medals for 
purposes of chapter 51 of title 31, United 
States Code. 

(b) NUMISMATIC ITEMS.—For purposes of 
section 5134 of title 31, United States Code, 
all medals struck under this Act shall be 
considered to be numismatic items. 
SEC. 8. DETERMINATION OF BUDGETARY EF-

FECTS. 
The budgetary effects of this Act, for the 

purpose of complying with the Statutory 
Pay-As-You-Go Act of 2010, shall be deter-
mined by reference to the latest statement 
titled ‘‘Budgetary Effects of PAYGO Legisla-
tion’’ for this Act, submitted for printing in 
the Congressional Record by the Chairman of 
the House Budget Committee, provided that 
such statement has been submitted prior to 
the vote on passage. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Massachusetts (Mr. AUCHINCLOSS) and 
the gentleman from South Carolina 
(Mr. NORMAN) each will control 20 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Massachusetts. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. AUCHINCLOSS. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on this legislation and to in-
clude extraneous material thereon. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. AUCHINCLOSS. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of S. 
2607, the Iran Hostages Congressional 
Gold Medal Act, sponsored by Senator 
PADILLA, which is a companion to a 
House bill sponsored by Representative 
SUOZZI. 

I thank Representative SUOZZI for 
sponsoring this bipartisan bill, which 
would award a Congressional Gold 
Medal to the 53 hostages of the Iran 
hostage crisis, which occurred from No-
vember 4, 1979, to January 21, 1981, in 
recognition of their bravery in the face 
of egregious human rights violations. 
It has been more than 40 years since 
their release. 

Representative SUOZZI has been a 
tireless advocate in honoring these 
U.S. embassy employees who were 
taken hostage and uplifting their hu-
manity. Last week, Representative 
SUOZZI said on the floor that he was 17 
years old when the hostages were 
taken and remembers the Iran hostage 
crisis as a painful time in our history. 
I am so appreciative of his dedication 
to this important issue and ensuring 
that these hostages are properly recog-
nized for the sacrifices they have made 
that have had lasting effects until 
today. 

I am pleased to be able to vote ‘‘yes’’ 
for this bill before his retirement at 
the end of this term, and I congratu-
late him on this important bill to cele-
brate the resilience and strength of the 
hostages. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this bill, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

b 1500 
Mr. NORMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
I rise in total support of S. 2607. It is 

a bill that will award a Congressional 
Gold Medal to the former hostages of 
the Iran hostage crisis of 1979–1981. 

Mr. Speaker, on November 4, 1979, 
Iranian students in Iran’s capital city, 
Tehran, stormed the American Em-
bassy, trapping more than 50 American 
workers within the embassy grounds. 
This violent act was carried out to de-
clare a break from Iran’s past and put 
an end to the perceived American in-
terference in the region. 

The response by the Carter adminis-
tration at the onset was limited to, 
one, asset freezes; and two, blockading 
the shipment of goods to Iran. There 
was fear that anything more would en-
courage the students to destroy the 
embassy and harm the hostages. 

I am sure we all remember Walter 
Cronkite ending his nightly program 
reporting the number of days the hos-
tages were held captive, a daily re-
minder of those who were still trapped. 

During this time, the hostages were 
subjected to intense physical and psy-
chological torture, but their spirit 
never wavered. Those held captive 
showed extraordinary courage by con-
tinually engaging in acts of resistance 
against their captors, such as by refus-
ing to sign condemnations of the 
United States despite the gross viola-
tions of their human rights. 

This infamous incident in American 
history lasted 444 days, and it is impor-
tant that we continue to remember the 
bravery shown by those courageous 
Americans. 

S. 2607 will honor the captured 
United States diplomats, military per-
sonnel, and civilians with the recogni-
tion that they deserve. 

Mr. Speaker, I wholeheartedly sup-
port this bill, and I urge my colleagues 
to support it as well. I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. AUCHINCLOSS. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. As I am awaiting the arrival of 
the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
SUOZZI), who has performed able and 
faithful service in the House over his 
career, I would like to reflect on the 
Iran hostage crisis and its unfortunate 
foreshadowing of the behavior of the 
Ayatollah’s regime that we are wit-
nessing now on our TV screens today as 
they persecute brave men and women 
on the streets of Iran’s major cities 
who are protesting for basic human and 
civil rights. 

I know that I speak on behalf of my 
constituents in Massachusetts’ 4th Dis-
trict when I say that the American 
people stand with those who are pro-
testing the repression and the discrimi-
nation, particularly against women, 
that have been the hallmark of the 
Ayatollah’s regime and that we feel 
that the values that they are fighting 
for are universal values, core human 
rights, and certainly hope and expect 
that they will be achieved. 

Mr. Speaker, I also want to reflect on 
the great service of Mr. SUOZZI, who 
has been an able member of the Ways 
and Means Committee and a wise coun-
selor to those of us like myself who are 
new to this business in how to best rep-
resent our constituents and advance 
their priorities and reflect their values. 

Mr. Speaker, I now yield 5 minutes to 
the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
SUOZZI), the sponsor of this legislation. 

Mr. SUOZZI. Mr. Speaker, last week, 
I had the great honor to be joined in 
this Chamber by many brave Ameri-
cans and their family members who 
were held hostage when student mili-
tants stormed the U.S. Embassy in Iran 
on November 4, 1979. 

For 444 days, 52 brave Americans 
were held hostage and held captive 
against their will. On behalf of those 
brave Americans, I rise in support of 
my bipartisan, bicameral legislation 
that would award the Congressional 
Gold Medal to the 52 hostages of the 
Iran hostage crisis. 

As it currently stands, almost 300 
Members of this Chamber have pledged 
their support for this legislation, a 
showing of true bipartisanship in an of-
tentimes divided Chamber, and the bill 
has received overwhelming support in 
the Senate, as well. 

Despite mock firing squads, beatings, 
solitary confinement, lack of food, and 
psychological torture, these American 
hostages maintained their strength and 
resilience. Back at home, we remember 
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that Americans remained united in 
their support for these hostages, with 
many tying yellow ribbons around 
trees in signs of solidarity. 

I was 17 years old in 1979, and I well 
remember, as many Americans do, that 
the Iran hostage crisis was a painful 
time in our history, but that pain can-
not stop us from recognizing the true 
pain and sacrifice by these special 
Americans. 

On behalf of the entire Congress, I 
give special thanks to the chairman of 
Commission 52, Brock Pierce, and Ezra 
Friedlander, the project manager, for 
helping to gather support for this bill. 
It is truly a public service. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge the swift passage 
of this bill so we can immediately send 
it to the President’s desk to be signed 
into law. 

Mr. NORMAN. Mr. Speaker, I will 
say, this is the least we can do for 
these American heroes, what they sac-
rificed, the abuse they took. This is 
such a worthy cause. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support this bill, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. AUCHINCLOSS. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time to 
close. 

I appreciate Representative SUOZZI’s 
dedication to this important issue. 
This bipartisan bill will honor the 
bravery of the 53 hostages of the Iran 
hostage crisis, the U.S. Embassy em-
ployees, who were held hostage for 444 
days. 

Mr. Speaker, I again thank Rep-
resentative SUOZZI for championing 
this issue and urge my colleagues to 
support this bill. I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Massachusetts 
(Mr. AUCHINCLOSS) that the House sus-
pend the rules and pass the bill, S. 2607. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Ms. 
Byrd, one of its clerks, announced that 
the Senate has passed bills of the fol-
lowing titles in which the concurrence 
of the House is requested: 

S. 4926. An act to amend chapter 33 of title 
28, United States Code, to require appro-
priate use of multidisciplinary teams for in-
vestigations of child sexual exploitation or 
abuse, the production of child sexual abuse 
material, or child trafficking conducted by 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

S. 5006. An act to designate the month of 
September as African Diaspora Heritage 
Month. 

S. 5066. An act to designate Mount Young 
in the State of Alaska, and for other pur-
poses. 

The message also announced that the 
Senate agrees to the amendment of the 
House of Representatives to the bill (S. 

198) ‘‘An Act to require the Federal 
Communications Commission to incor-
porate data on maternal health out-
comes into its broadband health 
maps.’’. 

f 

REPLACEMENT OF BUST OF 
ROGER BROOKE TANEY WITH 
BUST OF THURGOOD MARSHALL 

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(S. 5229) to direct the Joint Committee 
of Congress on the Library to remove 
the bust of Roger Brooke Taney in the 
Old Supreme Court Chamber of the 
Capitol and to obtain a bust of 
Thurgood Marshall for installation in 
the Capitol or on the Capitol Grounds, 
and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

S. 5229 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. REPLACEMENT OF BUST OF ROGER 

BROOKE TANEY WITH BUST OF 
THURGOOD MARSHALL. 

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the fol-
lowing: 

(1) While sitting in the Capitol, the Su-
preme Court issued the infamous Dred Scott 
v. Sandford decision on March 6, 1857. Writ-
ten by Chief Justice Roger Brooke Taney, 
whose bust sits inside the entrance to the 
Old Supreme Court Chamber in the Capitol, 
this opinion declared that African Americans 
were not citizens of the United States and 
could not sue in Federal courts. This deci-
sion further declared that Congress did not 
have the authority to prohibit slavery in the 
territories. 

(2) Chief Justice Roger Brooke Taney’s au-
thorship of Dred Scott v. Sandford, the ef-
fects of which would only be overturned 
years later by the ratification of the 13th, 
14th, and 15th Amendments to the Constitu-
tion of the United States, renders a bust of 
his likeness unsuitable for the honor of dis-
play to the many visitors to the Capitol. 

(3) As Frederick Douglass said of this deci-
sion in May 1857, ‘‘This infamous decision of 
the Slaveholding wing of the Supreme Court 
maintains that slaves are within the con-
templation of the Constitution of the United 
States, property; that slaves are property in 
the same sense that horses, sheep, and swine 
are property; that the old doctrine that slav-
ery is a creature of local law is false; that 
the right of the slaveholder to his slave does 
not depend upon the local law, but is secured 
wherever the Constitution of the United 
States extends; that Congress has no right to 
prohibit slavery anywhere; that slavery may 
go in safety anywhere under the star-span-
gled banner; that colored persons of African 
descent have no rights that white men are 
bound to respect; that colored men of Afri-
can descent are not and cannot be citizens of 
the United States.’’. 

(4) While the removal of Chief Justice 
Roger Brooke Taney’s bust from the Capitol 
does not relieve the Congress of the histor-
ical wrongs it committed to protect the in-
stitution of slavery, it expresses Congress’s 
recognition of one of the most notorious 
wrongs to have ever taken place in one of its 
rooms, that of Chief Justice Roger Brooke 
Taney’s Dred Scott v. Sandford decision. 

(b) REMOVAL OF BUST OF ROGER BROOKE 
TANEY.—Not later than 45 days after the date 
of enactment of this Act, the Joint Com-
mittee of Congress on the Library (referred 

to in this Act as the ‘‘Joint Committee’’) 
shall remove from public display the bust of 
Roger Brooke Taney in the Old Supreme 
Court Chamber of the Capitol and the plinth 
upon which the bust is placed. The bust and 
plinth shall remain in the custody of the 
Senate Curator. 

(c) BUST OF THURGOOD MARSHALL.— 
(1) OBTAINING BUST.—Not later than 2 years 

after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Joint Committee shall enter into an agree-
ment to obtain a bust of Thurgood Marshall, 
under such terms and conditions as the Joint 
Committee considers appropriate and con-
sistent with applicable law. 

(2) PLACEMENT.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Architect of the Cap-

itol, under the direction of the Joint Com-
mittee, shall permanently install the bust 
obtained under paragraph (1) in a prominent 
location in the Capitol or on the United 
States Capitol Grounds, as described in sec-
tion 5102 of title 40, United States Code. 

(B) PRIORITY FOR LOCATION.—In deter-
mining the location for the permanent in-
stallation of the bust obtained under para-
graph (1), the Joint Committee shall give 
priority to identifying an appropriate loca-
tion near the Old Supreme Court Chamber of 
the Capitol. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. LOFGREN) and the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. RODNEY 
DAVIS) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on this 
measure under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. I 
rise in support of this bill. 

This bill, which passed the Senate by 
unanimous consent last week, directs 
the Joint Committee on the Library to 
remove the bust of Chief Justice Roger 
Taney, which now sits in the Old Su-
preme Court Chamber and to add a 
bust of Justice Thurgood Marshall here 
in the Capitol complex. 

S. 5229 is the Senate’s version of H.R. 
3005, a bill which, for the second Con-
gress in a row, passed the House in an 
overwhelmingly bipartisan vote. 

The United States Capitol is a beacon 
of democracy, freedom, and equality. It 
is visited by millions of people each 
year. What and who we choose to honor 
in this building should represent our 
values. 

Chief Justice Taney, who in the infa-
mous Dred Scott decision declared that 
African Americans could never be citi-
zens of the United States and had no 
constitutional rights, does not meet 
this standard. 

As Senator Charles Sumner said dur-
ing the 1865 debate on the bill origi-
nally authorizing the Taney bust, and I 
quote Senator Sumner, ‘‘I speak what 
cannot be denied when I declare that 
the opinion of the Chief Justice in the 
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case of Dred Scott was more thor-
oughly abominable than anything of 
the kind in the history of courts. Judi-
cial baseness reached its lowest point 
on that occasion.’’ More than 150 years 
later, those words still ring true. 

Who better to add to the Capitol 
complex than Justice Thurgood Mar-
shall? Justice Marshall was a pillar of 
the civil rights movement and a tire-
less fighter for justice and equality. 
From his early days as a litigator, 
fighting to end Jim Crow and school 
segregation, to his appointment as the 
first African-American United States 
Supreme Court Justice, Justice Mar-
shall is among the most important fig-
ures of American history. 

Although I am disappointed that S. 
5229 does not go as far as the House- 
passed bill did to rid the Capitol of 
statues and busts of white suprema-
cists and those who served the Confed-
eracy, we should not allow the perfect 
to be the enemy of the good. Let’s take 
this opportunity to rid our Capitol of 
the bust of the man who does not de-
serve the honor and add one of a man 
who unquestionably does. 

Now, some may argue that this ac-
tion is an attempt to erase and forget 
our history. Nothing could be further 
from the truth. We must never forget 
our Nation’s shameful periods of slav-
ery, segregation, and racism, but this 
is about who we choose to honor, who 
we choose to literally put on a pedestal 
and display as emblematic of our val-
ues. 

I urge all my colleagues to join me in 
supporting S. 5229, and I reserve the 
balance of by time. 

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. When Americans from 
across the country come to visit their 
Capitol, they are greeted by statues of 
some of the most influential men and 
women in our Nation’s history: Amer-
ican trailblazers like George Wash-
ington, Thomas Jefferson, and Abra-
ham Lincoln, who happens to hail from 
my home State of Illinois. I am proud 
to serve as the Representative of our 
16th President’s former home, tomb, 
and the old State Capitol where Presi-
dent Lincoln delivered his House Di-
vided speech in 1858. In that speech, 
Lincoln spoke out against slavery, in-
cluding the Dred Scott decision, and 
delivered one of his most profound 
statements. 

I will quote the President, ‘‘A house 
divided against itself cannot stand. I 
believe this government cannot endure 
permanently half slave and half free. I 
do not expect the Union to be dis-
solved—I do not expect the house to 
fall—but I do expect it will cease to be 
divided. It will become all one thing or 
all the other.’’ 

While I am proud to hail from the 
land of Lincoln and see him, among 
others, who have fought for freedom 
represented in our Capitol, I also recog-
nize that there are some symbols that 
were donated nearly 100 years ago that 
are not representative of our Nation 

today, a Nation that learns from our 
past and continues to strive to be a 
more perfect Union. 

For anyone watching today’s floor 
debate, it probably sounds familiar. 
That is because we voted at least twice 
in the last 2 years on legislation that 
would remove the bust of Roger B. 
Taney from the Old Supreme Court 
Chamber, and it is a move that I sup-
port, but previous legislation has gone 
nowhere in the Senate because its 
scope was much larger and aimed to re-
move several statues beyond that of 
Mr. Taney. 

While I can appreciate that the bill 
before us today is more narrow in scope 
and that we are continuing the impor-
tant discussion about which statues be-
long in the U.S. Capitol, I am dis-
appointed that this bill didn’t go 
through regular order and didn’t go 
through the regular legislative process 
and come before the Committee on 
House Administration that is the com-
mittee that has jurisdiction over this 
issue. 

Furthermore, this bill directs the 
Joint Committee on the Library to 
carry out the removal of the Taney 
bust. I point out, though, how anti-
quated the Joint Committee on the Li-
brary has become. It only meets once 
per Congress to organize, and any ac-
tual work of the committee is carried 
out by the Committee on House Ad-
ministration and the Senate Rules 
Committees. Moving forward, I think 
we need to examine the effectiveness of 
the joint committee remaining in its 
current form. 

b 1515 
I support removing the bust of Taney 

and believe statues like his only divide 
us as a Nation and do not represent the 
freedoms so many Americans have 
fought and died for. 

It is also important to take a mo-
ment to reflect on the fact that for the 
past 1,005 days, these halls, while get-
ting more people more recently, have 
been largely closed to the public. And 
many Americans have not had the op-
portunity to come visit their Member 
of Congress nor appreciate all the his-
tory, the art, and the statues that are 
displayed in the Capitol. 

That being said, I look forward to the 
people’s House fully opening come Jan-
uary 3 under a new majority. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, I will 
note that I currently chair the Joint 
Committee on the Library, and I wel-
come the bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield 1 minute to the 
gentleman from Maryland (Mr. HOYER), 
our majority leader. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentlewoman for yielding, and I 
thank the ranking member, Mr. DAVIS, 
for his support of this legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, the Capitol Building is 
the wellspring of American democracy, 
freedom, and equality. We don’t always 
live that out as perfectly as we would 
like, but it is that simple. 

Every time I walk to the floor, Mr. 
Speaker, I pass sandstone blocks quar-
ried and hewn centuries ago by 
enslaved Black Americans. It is a trag-
ic irony that the people’s House was 
built by Americans who were originally 
excluded from those extraordinary first 
three words of our Constitution, ‘‘We 
the People.’’ 

While we cannot remove the stones 
and bricks that were placed here in 
bondage, we can ensure that the mov-
able pieces of art we display here cele-
brate freedom; not slavery, not sedi-
tion, not segregation. That is why I 
sponsored legislation, which the House 
passed earlier this Congress, that 
would have removed the statues of 
those who supported slavery and seg-
regation from the Capitol as well as 
the bust of Chief Justice Roger Brook 
Taney from the Old Senate Chamber. 

That bill was cosponsored by Mr. 
CLYBURN, the Democratic whip; by 
JOYCE BEATTY, the chairwoman of the 
Congressional Black Caucus; and Karen 
Bass, who was then the chair of the 
Congressional Black Caucus and is 
about to be the mayor of Los Angeles. 

That bill regarding whether ‘‘all men 
are created equal,’’ in his disgraceful 
Dred Scott ruling, Roger Brook Taney 
argued this: The general words above 
quoted, that is, all men are created 
equal, would seem to embrace the 
whole human family, and if they were 
used in a similar instrument at this 
day—which was 1858—would be so un-
derstood. 

I want you to think about that for a 
second. He said that when they acted 
in 1787, they said that all men were cre-
ated equal. Today, of course, we would 
say all people are created equal. But 
Taney observed in 1858 that those 
words said some 70 years prior to that 
would lock them into the bigotry and 
division. And so he interpreted not in 
terms of what they would believe in 
1858 but what they believed in 1787. 

He went on to say: But the enslaved 
African-American race were not in-
tended to be included and formed no 
part of the people who framed and 
adopted this Declaration. 

His narrow-minded, orginalist philos-
ophy failed to acknowledge America’s 
capacity for moral growth and for 
progress. 

Indeed, the genius of our Constitu-
tion is that it did have moral growth. 
It did have expanded vision. It did have 
greater wisdom. Taney’s ruling denied 
Black American citizenship, upheld 
slavery, and contributed, frankly, to 
the outbreak of the Civil War. That is 
why I and so many others advocated 
for his statue’s removal from the Mary-
land State House. 

When I was sworn into the Maryland 
Senate in January of 1967, Roger Brook 
Taney’s statue stood on the east front 
of the Capitol of Maryland in Annap-
olis. It has since been removed. Gov-
ernor Hogan, a Republican, led that ef-
fort to remove it. 

The Maryland legislature led by 
Democrats supported that effort. And 
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the irony is if you are on the east Cap-
itol front, prior to his removal, you 
would have gone from Roger Brook 
Taney; if you had walked through the 
Annapolis State House, some 500 feet, 
come out on the west side, walked 
down the steps, you would have walked 
into the Thurgood Marshall Park. 

What a historic vision of the growth 
of America, of the change of America, 
of the opening up and more equal 
America. 

I advocated for this statue being re-
moved in Maryland and for this bust to 
be removed from the entrance to the 
Old Senate Chamber. 

I am glad that this is passing in a bi-
partisan fashion. 

I am disappointed the Senate isn’t 
ready to remove all the statues in the 
original bill. I am glad that we agree 
that Taney’s bust needs to go imme-
diately. 

Mr. Speaker, I will continue to work 
with my colleagues next Congress to 
remove the other statues. 

I look forward to advancing that mis-
sion with Democratic Whip JIM CLY-
BURN, Chairwoman BARBARA LEE, who I 
did fail to mention—she was the prin-
cipal sponsor of this bill—and Chair-
woman JOYCE BEATTY; all of them, 
along with former Representative 
Karen Bass. 

They happen to be all Democrats, but 
there were Republicans, many, many 
Republicans, supporting this effort be-
cause they, too, stand for equality and 
justice. They played an important part 
in developing the prior versions of this 
bill and its reality. 

Our legislation, as has been observed, 
would also commission a new bust for 
Justice Thurgood Marshall, not to be 
put outside of the Old Senate Chamber, 
because the historian rightly observed, 
he was not a member of the Old Senate 
Chamber, but it will be placed at some 
appropriate place in the Capitol as the 
first African American to sit on the 
Supreme Court of the United States. 

As a towering civil rights leader, a 
defender of our founding principles, and 
the first Black Supreme Court Justice, 
Marshall is a Marylander worthy of a 
place of honor in these historic halls. 

In removing Taney’s bust, I am not 
asking that we would hold Taney to to-
day’s moral standards. On the con-
trary, let us hold him to the standard 
of his contemporaries: Harriet Tub-
man, Frederick Douglass, Abraham 
Lincoln, whom the gentleman men-
tioned, and all of those of their time 
who understood that the enslavement 
of others has always been an immoral 
act. 

Figures like Taney belong in history 
textbooks and classroom discussions, 
not in marble and bronze on public dis-
plays of honor. Yes, we ought to know 
who the Roger Brook Taney is, a man 
who was greatly admired in his time in 
the State of Maryland, but he was 
wrong. 

Over 3 million people visit our Cap-
itol each year. The people we choose to 
honor in our Halls signal to those visi-

tors which principles we cherish as a 
Nation. For Black Americans who have 
grown up in segregation, faced racial 
violence, and still confront institu-
tional racism, today, seeing figures 
like Taney honored here is a searing 
reminder that the past is present. It 
need not be, however, our future. 

Just last year, the January 6 insur-
rectionists carried Confederate flags 
through the Capitol’s corridors, dese-
crated the poster outside my office 
honoring my friend John Lewis, and 
screamed racial slurs at police officers 
as they protected the lives and de-
fended our Capitol. 

That was a modern manifestation of 
the hatred of our past. As our friend 
Elijah Cummings used to say, ‘‘We are 
better than this.’’ And it need not be 
our future. 

Taney represents that which holds 
our country back: Exclusion, injustice, 
complacency, and prejudice. 

Thurgood Marshall conveys that 
which drives America forward: Inclu-
sion, equality, perseverance, and jus-
tice. 

Every Member of this body, all 435, 
talk in those terms. Such a change 
would show visitors that America does 
not shy away from our past; we rise 
above it to seize a better future. 

It would show them that only in 
America could a man use the same 
court that wrongly upheld the enslave-
ment of his own ancestors to expand 
the Constitution’s promise of the bless-
ings of liberty. It would show them 
that ‘‘We the People’’ means all the 
people. 

Vote ‘‘yes’’ to celebrate freedom and 
democracy and justice in this Capitol. 

Vote ‘‘yes’’ to declare that the hatred 
of our past need not and must not de-
fine our future. 

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. 
Speaker, before my good friend from 
Maryland leaves the floor, I want to 
ensure that something is entered into 
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 

That I, RODNEY DAVIS from Illinois, 
was minus 3 years old when my good 
friend, Mr. HOYER, was sworn into the 
Maryland State Senate. To have a 
friend like STENY HOYER, to be able to 
go out, like I am here in a few weeks, 
knowing that you have a bipartisan 
piece of legislation like this that is 
going to make Taney a gone-y when it 
comes to the statues here in the U.S. 
Capitol, and to know that we are talk-
ing and being able to have that bipar-
tisan conversation is what I came here 
to do. 

Steny, I know I am not supposed to 
address you here, but I am glad to yield 
to you if you would like to say some-
thing. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield 1 minute to the 
gentleman from Maryland (Mr. HOYER). 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
my good friend for yielding. I would 
say that we are going to miss my 
friend who has been a person willing to 
work across the aisle on principles that 
this bill reflects, and I thank him for 
that. We will miss him. 

I will remain here. I will not be ma-
jority leader, but I will remain working 
on behalf of the principles that are the 
best in our country. They are not Re-
publican principles or Democratic prin-
ciples; they are American principles. 
And that, I think, is what we all 
should, and most of the time, do. 

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. 
Speaker, I thank the gentleman from 
Maryland for his friendship. 

I thank him for sparring with me 
over many issues over the years. We 
have had a great time with that. There 
is one thing I know about Leader 
HOYER and a lot of my colleagues on 
both sides of the aisle here, they have 
a great sense of humor. They enjoy the 
ability to get to know one another on 
a humorous, friendly level. That allows 
us, in my opinion, to be able to get to 
know each other better, to govern to-
gether. Today is going to be a great ex-
ample of that. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentlewoman from 
Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE), my colleague 
on the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the chairwoman of the House 
Administration Committee for her 
leadership. I also thank our resident 
historian, Congressman Hoyer of Mary-
land, for constantly reminding us of 
the better virtues of our history. 

To my dear friend as well, a Con-
gressman who was eloquent on the 
floor of his age but also his recognition 
of the importance of this legislation, I 
thank him for the bipartisan support. 

Mr. Speaker, let me acknowledge my 
friends that have supported this legis-
lation, including JOYCE BEATTY, KAREN 
BASS, now mayor of Los Angeles, BAR-
BARA LEE, JIM CLYBURN, and my co-
sponsorship as well, because we knew 
what was important and what had to be 
done. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to support 
S. 5229, that is a downsizing of the 
House bill to direct the Joint Com-
mittee of Congress on the Library to 
remove the bust of Roger Brook Taney 
in the Old Supreme Court Chamber of 
the Capitol and to obtain a bust of 
Thurgood Marshall for installation in 
the Capitol or on the Capitol grounds 
and to be able to lift America up. 

It is important to lift America up to 
her better angels in the understanding 
of the richness of our history. Those of 
us who are African Americans came 
first in the bottom of the belly of a 
slave boat. We have never had that ac-
knowledged. But it was acknowledged 
in the Dred Scott decision when it was 
affirmed with this effort of Roger 
Brook Taney to say that we were less 
than a person, that it was all right to 
make those who were slaves not a 
human being; that our children were 
raised under that, and our grand-
children were raised under that. 

I remind people that slaves were so 
long in slavery that they were born 
slaves, lived as slaves, and died as 
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slaves, which brings me to the impor-
tance of H.R. 40, the Commission to 
Study Slavery and Develop Reparation 
Proposals. We must get our hands 
around this issue of slavery and not be 
afraid of it. 

b 1530 
The very fact that the bust will be 

removed, again, in the words that were 
said by my colleague, it will get rid of 
the horribleness of what happened, the 
outrage of what happened. 

I believe the placing of Justice 
Thurgood Marshall’s bust will be a 
grand step forward, a mighty step for-
ward. 

It is absurd. It is horrible. It is with-
out understanding. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to 
support it. 

As well, if I might, I want to raise S. 
2607, the Tom Suozzi bill, Iran Hostages 
Congressional Gold Medal Act, and say 
that it is long overdue. 

I met with the hostages’ family mem-
bers who had lived through this tyr-
anny and had lived through it for many 
days, 53 hostages, which occurred on 
November 4, 1979. As I recall, they were 
held for over a year. There were many 
attempts to free them. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
LEVIN of Michigan). The time of the 
gentlewoman has expired. 

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
an additional 1 minute to the gentle-
woman from Texas. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, 
they remained heroes and patriots, and 
I believe this is the minimum that we 
can do to give to those hurting families 
still, those children that I met, those 
grandchildren that I met that won-
dered what happened to their families. 

Here we, as a Nation, will recognize 
that time of their lives when they 
never gave in to tyranny and never 
gave up their belief in the values of 
this Nation. 

Again, we remind ourselves that de-
mocracy is precious, and it is not free. 
We must fight for it at every turn. 
Those who were held hostages as Amer-
ican citizens fought at every turn. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to 
support S. 2607, as well as S. 5229. They 
both represent the best of what Amer-
ica is, and they both represent telling 
our story, our history, and honoring it. 
This is a great democracy, and we must 
show it every day. 

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I am still waiting a bit. 
I sent a text to my colleague from 
North Carolina, who is supposed to 
come down. I apologize if this extends 
the votes this evening, but I don’t 
think we will know the difference be-
tween 10:30 and 10:35. We will be all 
right. 

This is a day, too, that I remind my 
colleagues and say thank you for work-
ing with the Senate to narrow the 
scope of this bill to the egregious stat-
ue that we talked about today, and 
that is of Roger Taney. 

Roger Taney helped create in our Na-
tion’s history one of the most dis-
gusting Supreme Court decisions that 
we have ever seen. 

But in the end, it was the leadership 
of people like Abraham Lincoln, who 
represented my great State of Illinois 
and some of the counties that I cur-
rently represent right here in this in-
stitution, it was his leadership that he 
learned here in the House that he was 
able to then take on his path to be-
come President at the most consequen-
tial time in our Nation’s history. 

The history of Abraham Lincoln and 
the leadership it took from him and 
the dedication it took to end the vile 
practice of slavery in this country, it is 
leadership and that historical lesson 
that we need to continue to teach for 
generations to come. 

My colleague from Maryland (Mr. 
HOYER) talked about teaching about 
the bad decisions of people like Roger 
Taney in courts all across this country 
and institutions all across this country 
decades and centuries ago. They belong 
in our textbooks, and they belong in 
our history lessons. 

This is my fear, Mr. Speaker. My fear 
is that we are forgetting that even the 
darkest parts of our Nation’s history, 
the darkest parts of the Civil War, the 
darkest parts of world history, need to 
be taught, or many in future genera-
tions will forget how far we have come. 

They will forget how, right now, the 
leadership and the dedication of so 
many people like Thurgood Marshall, 
Abraham Lincoln, and so many others 
that have served here in our govern-
ment and throughout this country put 
us where we are today, where we have 
the most diverse Congress in our Na-
tion’s history. 

We are the House that is representa-
tive of the people. Diversity is seen ev-
erywhere you turn here in this institu-
tion and on this floor. 

That is, in part, because people 
stepped up like Abraham Lincoln after 
the dreadful Dred Scott decision and 
said enough is enough and corrected 
bad parts of our history. 

But now, in today’s day and age, you 
see people who didn’t get the textbooks 
that taught all the history, didn’t get 
the history lessons that they needed, 
defacing and destroying statues of 
Abraham Lincoln. Wow. 

We have to be very careful that we 
don’t let political correctness and 
uneducated decisions be put forth that 
will then inspire individuals to think 
that somehow every great leader in our 
Nation who is remembered with a stat-
ue in communities, even outside this 
Capitol and throughout our great Na-
tion, are part of a problem. We need to 
do a better job. 

That is the reason we need to open 
this Capitol back up. Part of the best 
education to understand our Nation’s 
history is allowing Americans to get 
back into our hallways to be able to 
see the statues that we debate about 
here on the floor. 

We can’t educate the future leaders 
of America on the history of our gov-

ernment if they can’t see, feel, and 
touch the history that exists right here 
in our Capitol. 

Today, this bill that we are going to 
pass is a good thing. Tomorrow, and 
long after I am gone, my fear is that 
we will continue to have legislation 
put forward that will, unfortunately, 
go a lot further than removing the bust 
of Roger Taney. Let us, as Americans, 
be very careful. 

Mr. Speaker, I see that my colleague 
has another speaker. I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. GREEN). 

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentlewoman for yielding 
the time. 

And still I rise today, a proud grad-
uate of the Thurgood Marshall School 
of Law, a son of the segregated South, 
and a person who believes that this is a 
great day in the history of this coun-
try. 

To have this legislation pass means a 
lot to my generation. To those of us 
who had to sit in the back of the bus, 
the balcony of the movie, and go to the 
back doors of restaurants, it means a 
lot. 

It means a lot for me to simply say 
this: I associate myself completely, to-
tally, and absolutely with the words of 
the Honorable STENY HOYER. 

I heard his speech. I was moved by 
what he said, and I came to the floor to 
let the world know that we have made 
a large, gigantic, huge step in terms of 
bending the arc of the moral universe 
toward liberty and justice for all. 

I am grateful, and I thank the gentle-
woman again for yielding time. 

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield myself the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. Speaker, it is inspiring to hear 
my colleagues from both sides of the 
aisle throughout any debate talk about 
their passions, talk about what mat-
ters most to their constituents. Mr. 
GREEN has always been passionate 
about what matters most to his con-
stituents, as I hope I have been over 
the last 10 years. 

Mr. Speaker, I have to apologize. 
This might be one of the last times 
that I stand up and offer remarks on 
the House floor. A lot of my colleagues 
here must have been praying together 
because finally, finally, I have lost my 
voice. I sound like Peter Brady from 
‘‘The Brady Bunch.’’ My apologies. 

I am so thankful for the friendships 
that I have been able to make over the 
10 years that I have served in this in-
stitution. But I want to make sure that 
I address some issues that we are talk-
ing about today in regard to statue re-
movals, in regard to how we ensure 
that history, even all the darkest 
parts, are taught to all Americans, be-
cause that is the way we learn. 

I learned, because I lived it, Abraham 
Lincoln’s history. I take for granted 
what we have available in my district 
that epitomizes the strength of Abra-
ham Lincoln. 
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If you ever want to see our Nation’s 

history in action, I invite you. Come to 
my district, and I will take you to the 
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library 
and Museum, where many of my col-
leagues that have come and taken me 
up on that offer have been able to walk 
into a room and see an original copy, 
an original. They didn’t have Xerox 
machines or copy machines back then. 
They had to handwrite the original 
copies of the Emancipation Proclama-
tion. 

That is what Abraham Lincoln 
means to our Nation’s history and soci-
ety’s history and the ills that even ex-
isted after Abraham Lincoln was assas-
sinated. 

We have to do better in this country. 
We can do better, and we are doing bet-
ter. But in the end, we live in the 
greatest country in the history of the 
world that sends the most diverse peo-
ple to our Nation’s Capitol to stand 
here and debate freely how to govern 
our great Nation. 

We will fight, and we will argue, but 
in the end, we will shake hands, dis-
agree, walk away, and understand that 
we are better because we are not sepa-
rated. We are not just Republicans and 
Democrats; we are Americans. 

When tragedy hits the country, we 
come together in this House, and we 
stand together as Americans. I hope 
that continues even in the more polar-
izing environment that we have seen in 
this House in my lifetime. 

I want to make a prediction that I 
hope doesn’t come true. I hope that we 
can change that by setting an example 
in this House. I hope we don’t try to 
continue to separate ourselves. I pre-
dict there will come a day when people 
will be allowed into a restaurant based 
upon their political affiliation or not. 
That is sad. I hope I am wrong. 

I see so many opportunities in our 
Nation right now that are taken by 
those who don’t want us to believe in 
each other. They are taken away by so-
cial media posts that will continue to 
try and divide us. 

I came here 10 years ago and got the 
ability to have dinner when I was in 
freshman orientation in Statuary Hall. 
I looked down and saw the plaque that 
sits in Statuary Hall that says Abra-
ham Lincoln, his desk sits here, when 
he served one term in the House of 
Representatives. 

It hit me that day. It sent chills that 
I have some pretty big shoes to fill, 
representing some of the same geog-
raphy that Abraham Lincoln did when 
he was here centuries ago. 

I knew we had a lot of work to do, 
and I will tell you, this institution has 
done big things over my decade serving 
here. 

There are things like this, though, 
that I hope send a message to our Na-
tion that we will stand up against 
those parts of our Nation’s history like 
Roger Taney, the most dreadful parts 
of our Nation’s history. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge everyone, espe-
cially my colleagues on the other side 

of the aisle, to please ensure that his-
tory continues to be taught in our Na-
tion’s schools, that we learn about peo-
ple like Roger Taney so that people in 
America don’t repeat the same disas-
trous decisions that we saw happen 
with the Dred Scott decision. 

Mr. Speaker, I think I have said 
enough. I support this legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleague, 
Chairperson LOFGREN of the House Ad-
ministration Committee, for her work 
on this legislation. I will tell the chair 
that while we didn’t always agree on 
issues coming in front of our com-
mittee, and we didn’t always agree on 
how to run this institution, I always 
enjoyed being able to serve with her. It 
may not be reciprocated, but that is 
okay. 

b 1545 
But in the end, you have a great 

team that I really enjoyed working 
with. I sincerely hope that this institu-
tion becomes less polarized. I certainly 
hope this institution becomes an insti-
tution where we can all govern to-
gether and make this country even 
greater than it is today. 

Vote for this bill. 
Let’s get rid of Roger Taney. 
Let’s make him a gone-y once again. 
Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 

of my time. 
Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, I would 

simply ask that all Members support 
this bill. 

There have been a lot of really bad 
Supreme Court cases over the years, 
but I don’t think it can be said better 
than Senator Charles Sumner said all 
the way back in 1865: The Dred Scott 
decision was more thoroughly abomi-
nable than anything of its kind in his-
tory. 

Chief Justice Taney, the author of 
this dreadful decision, is really a scar 
on America and should not be in a 
place of honor in our Capitol. 

Support this bill, and we will remove 
that stain. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from California (Ms. 
LOFGREN) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, S. 5229. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

RECESS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess subject to 
the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 3 o’clock and 46 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1803 

AFTER RECESS 
The recess having expired, the House 

was called to order by the Speaker pro 

tempore (Mr. LIEU) at 6 o’clock and 3 
minutes p.m. 

f 

EQUAL ACCESS TO GREEN CARDS 
FOR LEGAL EMPLOYMENT ACT 
OF 2022 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to recommit on the bill (H.R. 3648) 
to amend the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act to eliminate the per-country 
numerical limitation for employment- 
based immigrants, to increase the per- 
country numerical limitation for fam-
ily-sponsored immigrants, and for 
other purposes, offered by the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
BISHOP), on which the yeas and nays 
were ordered. 

The Clerk will redesignate the mo-
tion. 

The Clerk redesignated the motion. 
f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 1(c) of rule XIX, further 
consideration of H.R. 3648 is postponed. 

f 

VAWA TECHNICAL AMENDMENT 
ACT OF 2022 

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill (S. 
7) to make a technical amendment to 
the Violence Against Women Act of 
1994, and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

S. 7 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘VAWA Tech-
nical Amendment Act of 2022’’. 
SEC. 2. GRANTS TO COMBAT VIOLENT CRIMES. 

(a) AMENDMENT.—Section 2001(d) of title I 
of the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe 
Streets Act of 1968 (34 U.S.C. 10441(d)) is 
amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1)— 
(A) in subparagraph (A), by inserting ‘‘or 

Native Hawaiian’’ after ‘‘Indian’’; 
(B) in subparagarph (B), by inserting ‘‘or 

Native Hawaiian’’ after ‘‘Indian’’; 
(C) in subparagraph (C)— 
(i) by inserting ‘‘or Native Hawaiian com-

munities’’ after ‘‘tribal communities’’; and 
(ii) by inserting ‘‘or Native Hawaiian’’ 

after ‘‘Indian’’; and 
(D) in subparagraph (D)— 
(i) by inserting ‘‘or Native Hawaiian com-

munities’’ after ‘‘Indian tribes’’; and 
(ii) by inserting ‘‘or Native Hawaiian’’ 

after ‘‘against Indian’’; 
(2) in paragraph (2)— 
(A) in subparagraph (A)(iii), by inserting 

‘‘or Native Hawaiian communities’’ after 
‘‘Indian tribes’’; and 

(B) in subparagraph (B), by inserting ‘‘or 
Native Hawaiian communities’’ after ‘‘Indian 
tribes’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(6) NATIVE HAWAIIAN DEFINED.—In this 

subsection, the term ‘Native Hawaiian’ has 
the meaning given that term in section 801 of 
the Native American Housing Assistance and 
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Self-Determination Act of 1996 (25 U.S.C. 
4221).’’. 

(b) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENT.—Section 40002(a)(42) of the Violence 
Against Women Act of 1994 (34 U.S.C. 
12291(a)(42)) is amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (A)— 
(A) by inserting ‘‘, Native Hawaiian organi-

zations, or the Native Hawaiian community’’ 
after ‘‘Indian service providers’’; 

(B) by inserting ‘‘, organizations, or com-
munities’’ after ‘‘member providers’’; and 

(C) by inserting ‘‘or Native Hawaiian’’ 
after ‘‘designed to assist Indian’’; and 

(2) in subparagraph (B)— 
(A) in clause (i), by inserting ‘‘, organiza-

tions, or communities’’ after ‘‘member serv-
ice providers’’; and 

(B) in clause (ii), by inserting ‘‘or Native 
Hawaiian communities’’ after ‘‘tribal com-
munities’’. 
SEC. 3. 

This Act shall become effective one day 
after enactment. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. NADLER) and the gentle-
woman from Indiana (Mrs. SPARTZ) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from New York. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on S. 7. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of S. 7, 

which would amend the Violence 
Against Women Act to ensure that Na-
tive Hawaiian women can access the 
benefits and support included in the 
critical Violence Against Women Act. 

According to the National Institute 
of Justice, more than 1.5 million Amer-
ican Indian and Alaska Native women 
have experienced violence in their life-
time, while women in these commu-
nities experience significantly higher 
levels of sexual violence and stalking. 

Since its introduction in 1994, the Vi-
olence Against Women Act has pro-
vided billions of dollars of grant fund-
ing to address the needs of those who 
have survived domestic violence, sex-
ual assault, sex trafficking, dating vio-
lence, and other crimes against women. 

One of VAWA’s major grant pro-
grams, the Services, Training, Officers, 
and Prosecutors grants, commonly 
known as STOP grants, provides fund-
ing for eligible Native organizations to 
help combat sexual violence and sup-
port victims and survivors. However, 
due to an error in drafting language, 
which was first made known to Con-
gress and the Department of Justice in 
2016, Native Hawaiian organizations 
have been unable to access this funding 
to serve Native Hawaiian victims and 
survivors. 

Specifically, Native Hawaiian organi-
zations are able to apply for STOP 
grant funding, but they cannot use 

those funds to actually serve the Na-
tive Hawaiian community. As a result 
of this drafting oversight, Native Ha-
waiian women are denied access to 
these critical resources, which are 
meant to encourage the development 
and improvement of effective victim 
advocacy and services in cases involv-
ing violent crimes against women and 
to strengthen services to victims. 

S. 7 would amend the act to include 
specific references to Native Hawaiians 
and Native Hawaiian communities and 
organizations. This simple fix would 
make certain that all victims and sur-
vivors of domestic and sexual violence, 
including Native Hawaiian women, are 
able to access the services and support 
they need to rebuild their lives. 

I thank Senator MAZIE HIRONO for in-
troducing this modest but important 
legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support the bill, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mrs. SPARTZ. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

S. 7, the VAWA Technical Amend-
ment Act of 2022, makes a very small 
technical amendment to the Violence 
Against Women Act reauthorization 
that was signed into law in March of 
this year. 

The Violence Against Women Act 
provides resources to law enforcement 
and others to address the needs of 
those who have survived domestic vio-
lence, sexual assault, sex trafficking, 
and other crimes against women. S. 7 
ensures that Native Hawaiian survivors 
will also have access to programs and 
resources provided under the act. 

Currently, the Attorney General is 
directed to make Violence Against 
Women Act grants to assist Indian 
Tribes. This bill makes Native Hawai-
ian communities eligible for the same 
grants. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, for near-
ly three decades, the Violence Against 
Women Act has provided critical fund-
ing to organizations that support vic-
tims and survivors of gender-based vio-
lence. However, Native Hawaiian 
women, who experience disproportion-
ately high levels of sexual violence, 
have been excluded from accessing 
these much-needed resources. 

S. 7 would allow Native Hawaiian vic-
tims and survivors to receive the sup-
port they need and would allow Native 
Hawaiian organizations to increase 
their efforts to combat sexual violence. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support the bill, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. CASE. Mr. Speaker, l rise today 
in support of S.7, the Violence Against 
Women Act (VAWA) Technical Amend-
ment Act of 2022. This bill will ensure 
the full inclusion of Native Hawaiians, 
the indigenous peoples of our country 
whose origins lie in Hawaii, in the 
Services, Training, Officers and Pros-
ecutors (STOP) Grants for Tribal Coali-
tions program under VAWA. 

Violence against indigenous women 
has reached crisis levels on tribal lands 
and in Alaska Native villages. In Ha-
waii, gender-based violence against Na-
tive Hawaiians is also at a breaking 
point. 

Much like their American Indian and 
Alaska Native counterparts elsewhere, 
Native Hawaiians face substantially 
higher rates of intimate partner vio-
lence, family violence, sexual assault 
and sex trafficking than any other ra-
cial or ethnic group in Hawaii. Accord-
ing to most available data from the Of-
ficer of Hawaiian Affairs, 67 to 77 per-
cent of sex trafficking victims in Ha-
waii are Native Hawaiian women and 
girls, and 37 percent of reported child 
sex trafficking cases in Hawaii involve 
Native Hawaiians. They are also dis-
proportionately represented across the 
many forms of sexual violence. 

To address these issues within Native 
Hawaiian communities, we must de-
velop and implement community-driv-
en, culturally relevant and intergen-
erational approaches for supporting 
Native Hawaiian women. Unfortu-
nately, because of a drafting error in 
the 2013 VAWA reauthorization bill, 
Native Hawaiian domestic violence vic-
tims have been excluded from VAWA 
STOP Grants, which deliver just such 
programs, and thus effectively deprived 
of vital services and support. While 
tribal coalitions and Native Hawaiian 
Organizations are eligible for STOP 
Grant funding, both tribal coalitions 
and Native Hawaiian Organizations are 
limited to only serving American Indi-
ans and Alaska Natives, not Native Ha-
waiians. This must be corrected. 

The VAWA Technical Amendment 
Act simply adds Native Hawaiians as 
eligible for VAWA-related services 
from Native nonprofit grantees. Any 
Native Hawaiian Organization inter-
ested and eligible to provide critical 
domestic violence and sexual assault 
services to Native Hawaiian survivors 
must be given the opportunity to do so. 
This technical correction will allow 
this to happen, ensuring that Native 
Hawaiian Organizations can serve Na-
tive Hawaiians in need of these critical 
services. 

More work lies ahead for our federal 
government to address and eliminate 
the ongoing violence against indige-
nous women in our country, and I look 
forward to continuing to work with my 
colleagues on these efforts to support 
all Native survivors of domestic and 
sexual violence. 

Mahalo. 
Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 

support of S. 7., the ‘‘VAWA Technical 
Amendment Act of 2022,’’ that would ensure 
Native Hawaiian victims and survivors of do-
mestic violence, dating violence, sex traf-
ficking, and other such crimes have access to 
vital VAWA resources. 

When the Violence Against Women Act first 
became law in 1994, it represented an historic 
shift in the federal government’s role in com-
bating violent crimes committed against 
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women. Due to the importance of the legisla-
tion and its resulting success, VAWA was re-
authorized on an overwhelming bipartisan 
basis in 2000, 2005, and 2013. 

As we negotiated the most recent reauthor-
ization, I was adamant that Congress acknowl-
edge the cries of the multitude of voiceless 
native women. That we should do more to im-
prove coordination and communication be-
tween law enforcement agencies, empower 
tribal governments with resources, and im-
prove the way we collect data about missing 
and murdered native women. 

And although each piece of VAWA is critical 
to support and protect victims of violence, I 
thought it necessary to pay special attention to 
the plight of tribal women, who suffer extraor-
dinarily high rates of victimization. 

That is why we must pass the ‘‘VAWA 
Technical Amendment Act of 2022’’—to make 
sure that Native Hawaiian victims and sur-
vivors are supported and protected. 

The VAWA Reauthorization—which made 
its way to the President’s desk this year— 
made several improvements to the Services, 
Training, Officers, and Prosecutors (STOP) 
grant program. 

The STOP grant program was established 
to assist state, territorial, local, and Tribal gov-
ernments in responding to violent crimes 
against women, including the crimes of do-
mestic violence, dating violence, sexual as-
sault, and stalking, as well as the appropriate 
treatment of victims. 

The grants have long been used to develop 
effective strategies to assist victims and sur-
vivors through nonprofit, community organiza-
tions. 

Eligibility for the grants was expanded under 
the reauthorization for individuals and grant-
ees, and the authorized uses of grants under 
the expansion now include supportive services 
for American Indian victims of domestic vio-
lence, dating violence, sexual assault, and 
stalking. 

Unfortunately, due to a drafting error, Native 
Hawaiian organizations have been unable to 
access STOP grant funds for the benefit of 
Native Hawaiian women, thereby denying an 
entire community of victims and survivors re-
storative, stabilizing care. This is a serious 
problem with an uncomplicated solution. 

S. 7 would amend relevant statutory provi-
sions to make sure Native Hawaiian organiza-
tions can render aid to their communities 
using STOP grant funding. 

As has always been true, the Violence 
Against Women Act Reauthorization is com-
prehensive and inclusive legislation that re-
sponds to the many varied and changing 
needs of diverse victims and survivors across 
the country by making meaningful improve-
ments. This bill exemplifies that sentiment. 

I applaud Senator MAZIE HIRONO for spear-
heading this bill to ensure that no victim or 
survivor is denied access to VAWA’s life-sav-
ing resources, and I urge my colleagues on 
both sides of the aisle to support it. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
NADLER) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, S. 7. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

COUNTERING HUMAN 
TRAFFICKING ACT OF 2021 

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill (S. 
2991) to establish a Department of 
Homeland Security Center for Coun-
tering Human Trafficking, and for 
other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

S. 2991 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Countering 
Human Trafficking Act of 2021’’. 
SEC. 2. SENSE OF CONGRESS. 

It is the sense of Congress that— 
(1) the victim-centered approach must be-

come universally understood, adopted, and 
practiced; 

(2) criminal justice efforts must increase 
the focus on, and adeptness at, investigating 
and prosecuting forced labor cases; 

(3) corporations must eradicate forced 
labor from their supply chains; 

(4) the Department of Homeland Security 
must lead by example— 

(A) by ensuring that its government supply 
chain of contracts and procurement are not 
tainted by forced labor; and 

(B) by leveraging all of its authorities 
against the importation of goods produced 
with forced labor; and 

(5) human trafficking training, awareness, 
identification, and screening efforts— 

(A) are a necessary first step for preven-
tion, protection, and enforcement; and 

(B) should be evidence-based to be most ef-
fective. 
SEC. 3. DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY 

CENTER FOR COUNTERING HUMAN 
TRAFFICKING. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Home-

land Security shall operate, within U.S. Im-
migration and Customs Enforcement’s 
Homeland Security Investigations, the Cen-
ter for Countering Human Trafficking (re-
ferred to in this Act as ‘‘CCHT’’). 

(2) PURPOSE.—The purpose of CCHT shall 
be to serve at the forefront of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security’s unified global 
efforts to counter human trafficking through 
law enforcement operations and victim pro-
tection, prevention, and awareness pro-
grams. 

(3) ADMINISTRATION.—Homeland Security 
Investigations shall— 

(A) maintain a concept of operations that 
identifies CCHT participants, funding, core 
functions, and personnel; and 

(B) update such concept of operations, as 
needed, to accommodate its mission and the 
threats to such mission. 

(4) PERSONNEL.— 
(A) DIRECTOR.—The Secretary of Homeland 

Security shall appoint a CCHT Director, who 
shall— 

(i) be a member of the Senior Executive 
Service; and 

(ii) serve as the Department of Homeland 
Security’s representative on human traf-
ficking. 

(B) MINIMUM CORE PERSONNEL REQUIRE-
MENTS.—Subject to appropriations, the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security shall ensure 
that CCHT is staffed with at least 45 employ-
ees in order to maintain continuity of effort, 
subject matter expertise, and necessary sup-
port to the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, including— 

(i) employees who are responsible for the 
Continued Presence Program and other vic-
tim protection duties; 

(ii) employees who are responsible for 
training, including curriculum development, 
and public awareness and education; 

(iii) employees who are responsible for 
stakeholder engagement, Federal inter-
agency coordination, multilateral partner-
ships, and policy; 

(iv) employees who are responsible for pub-
lic relations, human resources, evaluation, 
data analysis and reporting, and information 
technology; 

(v) special agents and criminal analysts 
necessary to accomplish its mission of com-
bating human trafficking and the importa-
tion of goods produced with forced labor; and 

(vi) managers. 
(b) OPERATIONS UNIT.—The CCHT Director 

shall operate, within CCHT, an Operations 
Unit, which shall, at a minimum— 

(1) support criminal investigations of 
human trafficking (including sex trafficking 
and forced labor)— 

(A) by developing, tracking, and coordi-
nating leads; and 

(B) by providing subject matter expertise; 
(2) augment the enforcement of the prohi-

bition on the importation of goods produced 
with forced labor through civil and criminal 
authorities; 

(3) coordinate a Department-wide effort to 
conduct procurement audits and enforce-
ment actions, including suspension and de-
barment, in order to mitigate the risk of 
human trafficking throughout Department 
acquisitions and contracts; and 

(4) support all CCHT enforcement efforts 
with intelligence by conducting lead devel-
opment, lead validation, case support, stra-
tegic analysis, and data analytics. 

(c) PROTECTION AND AWARENESS PROGRAMS 
UNIT.—The CCHT Director shall operate, 
within CCHT, a Protection and Awareness 
Programs Unit, which shall— 

(1) incorporate a victim-centered approach 
throughout Department of Homeland Secu-
rity policies, training, and practices; 

(2) operate a comprehensive Continued 
Presence program; 

(3) conduct, review, and assist with Depart-
ment of Homeland Security human traf-
ficking training, screening, and identifica-
tion tools and efforts; 

(4) operate the Blue Campaign’s nationwide 
public awareness effort and any other aware-
ness efforts needed to encourage victim iden-
tification and reporting to law enforcement 
and to prevent human trafficking; and 

(5) coordinate external engagement, in-
cluding training and events, regarding 
human trafficking with critical partners, in-
cluding survivors, nongovernmental organi-
zations, corporations, multilateral entities, 
law enforcement agencies, and other inter-
ested parties. 
SEC. 4. SPECIALIZED INITIATIVES. 

(a) HUMAN TRAFFICKING INFORMATION MOD-
ERNIZATION INITIATIVE.—The CCHT Director, 
in conjunction with the Science and Tech-
nology Directorate Office of Science and En-
gineering, shall develop a strategy and pro-
posal to modify systems and processes 
throughout the Department of Homeland Se-
curity that are related to CCHT’s mission in 
order to— 

(1) decrease the response time to access 
victim protections; 

(2) accelerate lead development; 
(3) advance the identification of human 

trafficking characteristics and trends; 
(4) fortify the security and protection of 

sensitive information; 
(5) apply analytics to automate manual 

processes; and 
(6) provide artificial intelligence and ma-

chine learning to increase system capabili-
ties and enhance data availability, reli-
ability, comparability, and verifiability. 
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(b) SUBMISSION OF PLAN.—Upon the comple-

tion of the strategy and proposal under sub-
section (a), the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity shall submit a summary of the strategy 
and plan for executing the strategy to— 

(1) the Committee on Homeland Security 
and Governmental Affairs of the Senate; and 

(2) the Committee on Homeland Security 
of the House of Representatives. 
SEC. 5. REPORTS. 

(a) INFORMATION SHARING TO FACILITATE 
REPORTS AND ANALYSIS.—Each subagency of 
the Department of Homeland Security shall 
share with CCHT— 

(1) any information needed by CCHT to de-
velop the strategy and proposal required 
under section 4(a); and 

(2) any additional data analysis to help 
CCHT better understand the issues sur-
rounding human trafficking. 

(b) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 1 
year after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, the CCHT Director shall submit a report 
to Congress that identifies any legislation 
that is needed to facilitate the Department 
of Homeland Security’s mission to end 
human trafficking. 

(c) ANNUAL REPORT ON POTENTIAL HUMAN 
TRAFFICKING VICTIMS.—Not later than 1 year 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
and annually thereafter, the Secretary of 
Homeland Security shall submit a report to 
Congress that includes— 

(1) the numbers of screened and identified 
potential victims of trafficking (as defined in 
section 103(17) of the Trafficking Victims 
Protection Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 7102(17))) at 
or near the international border between the 
United States and Mexico, including a sum-
mary of the age ranges of such victims and 
their countries of origin; and 

(2) an update on the Department of Home-
land Security’s efforts to establish protocols 
and methods for personnel to report human 
trafficking, pursuant to the Department of 
Homeland Security Strategy to Combat 
Human Trafficking, the Importation of 
Goods Produced with Forced Labor, and 
Child Sexual Exploitation, published in Jan-
uary 2020. 
SEC. 6. TRANSFER OF OTHER FUNCTIONS RE-

LATED TO HUMAN TRAFFICKING. 
(a) BLUE CAMPAIGN.—The functions and re-

sources of the Blue Campaign located within 
the Office of Partnership and Engagement on 
the day before the date of the enactment of 
this Act are hereby transferred to CCHT. 

(b) OTHER TRANSFER.— 
(1) AUTHORIZATION.—Not later than 180 

days after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, the Secretary of Homeland Security 
may transfer the functions and resources of 
any component, directorate, or other office 
of the Department of Homeland Security re-
lated to combating human trafficking to the 
CCHT. 

(2) NOTIFICATION.—Not later than 30 days 
before executing any transfer authorized 
under paragraph (1), the Secretary of Home-
land Security shall notify the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs of the Senate and the Committee on 
Homeland Security of the House of Rep-
resentatives of such planned transfer. 
SEC. 7. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

In addition to amounts otherwise author-
ized to be appropriated, there is authorized 
to be appropriated to the Secretary of Home-
land Security to carry out this Act 
$14,000,000, which shall remain available 
until expended. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. NADLER) and the gentle-
woman from Indiana (Mrs. SPARTZ) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from New York. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on S. 2991. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of S. 

2991, which would codify the Center for 
Countering Human Trafficking within 
the Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment agency of the Department of 
Homeland Security; require the center 
to develop a strategy to improve the ef-
fectiveness of its programs; and trans-
fer the Department’s national traf-
ficking awareness Blue Campaign to 
the center. 

Human trafficking is a multibillion- 
dollar criminal industry that exists in 
cities, suburbs, and rural towns and de-
nies freedom to nearly 25 million peo-
ple around the world. 

Although some populations are more 
vulnerable than others, trafficking is a 
constant threat to the health and safe-
ty of victims of all ages, genders, na-
tionalities, and backgrounds, while 
posing a grave danger to public health 
and safety, as well as national and 
global security. 

In 2020, the National Human Traf-
ficking Hotline identified more than 
16,000 victims of human trafficking, 
who likely represent only a fraction of 
the total number of victims. 

In that same year, the Department of 
Homeland Security launched the Cen-
ter for Countering Human Trafficking, 
or the CCHT, a centralized location for 
subject matter experts to coordinate 
and expand efforts to combat human 
trafficking. The CCHT integrates the 
efforts of 16 DHS offices and agencies 
that combat human sex trafficking and 
forced labor, which encompasses crimi-
nal investigations, victim assistance, 
identifying and reporting human traf-
ficking, and external outreach, intel-
ligence, and training. 

Since its establishment, the CCHT 
has made great strides, providing crit-
ical support and analysis to criminal 
investigators in the field; delivering 
comprehensive training to domestic 
and international audiences; and focus-
ing on promoting an integrated, vic-
tim-centered approach to the inves-
tigation of human trafficking. 

However, because the center is not 
formally codified, it lacks permanence 
and long-term funding necessary to 
further strengthen its efforts. 

S. 2991 would make the CCHT perma-
nent within ICE, ensuring that the 
progress made in recent years can be 
maintained and improved upon, while 
also increasing coordination among 
other components within DHS to fight 
human trafficking and prevent the im-
portation of products made using 
forced labor. 

This legislation would allow the 
CCHT to fortify its permanent staffing 
with at least 45 employees that are spe-
cial agents, criminal analysts, victim- 
support specialists, and other subject- 
matter experts dedicated to disrupting 
and dismantling human trafficking or-
ganizations and providing support and 
protection to their victims. 

To promote modernization of the 
CCHT’s information systems and oper-
ations, which support global investiga-
tions of human trafficking and forced 
labor in supply chains, S. 2991 would re-
quire the development of a strategy 
and proposal to modify systems and 
processes related to its mission. 

Lastly, this bill would transfer to the 
CCHT the Blue Campaign, the national 
public awareness campaign designed to 
educate the public, law enforcement, 
and industry partners to recognize and 
respond to human trafficking, and au-
thorize DHS to transfer any additional 
functions to the CCHT that combat 
human trafficking and the production 
of goods using forced labor. 

Because we know that traffickers are 
constantly looking for new ways to ex-
ploit new victims, we must do more to 
fight this grave crime. That includes 
being responsive to change and making 
necessary improvements to the agen-
cies, offices, and components put in 
place to investigate, disrupt, and dis-
mantle trafficking organizations and 
to give aid and support to victims. 

This bipartisan legislation would 
allow the Center for Countering Human 
Trafficking to continue guiding 
counter-human trafficking operations, 
protecting victims, and enhancing pre-
vention efforts to combat human traf-
ficking around the world. 

I thank Senator GARY PETERS for in-
troducing this important legislation, 
as well as Representative JOHN KATKO, 
and the bipartisan coalition of col-
leagues who have worked on the House 
companion. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support the bill, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY, 

Washington, DC, December 9, 2022. 
Hon. JERROLD NADLER, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
House of Representatives, Washington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN NADLER: I am writing to 
you concerning S. 2991, the ‘‘Countering 
Human Trafficking Act of 2021.’’ There are 
certain provisions in the legislation that fall 
within the rule X jurisdiction of the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security. 

In the interest of permitting your com-
mittee to proceed expeditiously to floor con-
sideration of this important bill, I am will-
ing to waive this committee’s formal consid-
eration of the provisions that fall within its 
jurisdiction. I do so with the understanding 
that, by waiving consideration of the bill, 
the Committee on Homeland Security does 
not waive any future jurisdictional claim 
over the subject matters contained in the 
bill which fall within its rule X jurisdiction. 

Please place this letter in the Congres-
sional Record during consideration of S. 2991 
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on the House floor. Thank you for the coop-
erative spirit in which you have worked re-
garding this matter and others between our 
respective committees. 

Sincerely, 
BENNIE G. THOMPSON, 

Chairman, Committee on Homeland Security. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 
Washington, DC, December 9, 2022. 

Hon. BENNIE G. THOMPSON, 
Chairman, Committee on Homeland Security, 
House of Representatives, Washington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN THOMPSON: I am writing to 
you concerning S. 2991, the ‘‘Countering 
Human Trafficking Act of 2021.’’ 

I appreciate your willingness to work coop-
eratively on this legislation. I recognize that 
the bill contains provisions that fall within 
the jurisdiction of the Committee on Home-
land Security. I acknowledge that your Com-
mittee will not formally consider S. 2991 and 
agree that the inaction of your Committee 
with respect to the bill does not waive any 
future jurisdictional claim over the matters 
contained in S. 2991 which fall within your 
Committee’s Rule X jurisdiction. 

I will ensure that our exchange of letters is 
included in the Congressional Record during 
floor consideration of the bill. I appreciate 
your cooperation regarding this legislation 
and look forward to continuing to work with 
you as this measure moves through the legis-
lative process. 

Sincerely, 
JERRY NADLER, 

Chairman. 

Mrs. SPARTZ. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, in October 2020, the 
Trump administration created the Cen-
ter for Countering Human Trafficking, 
or CCHT, to consolidate all human 
trafficking-related DHS components 
into one law enforcement operations 
center. This bill would codify this oper-
ations center within DHS. Addition-
ally, it would transfer the resources of 
the Blue Campaign to the CCHT. 

b 1815 

The Blue Campaign is a national pub-
lic awareness campaign to educate the 
public, law enforcement, and others 
about the indicators of human traf-
ficking and how to respond to potential 
cases. 

Unfortunately, the Committee on the 
Judiciary has held no meetings on the 
CCHT or any of the various programs it 
operates. We should be evaluating the 
requirements and consequences of any 
piece of legislation in the committee of 
jurisdiction before it is brought to the 
floor. This is common sense. 

Members should have an opportunity 
to ask important questions and offer 
amendments to the bill before it is 
brought to the floor for a vote. Unfor-
tunately, that didn’t happen here. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 4 
minutes to the gentlewoman from 
Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE), a member of 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the chairman from the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, the gentleman 
from New York, and the manager who 
is joining us on these bipartisan bills, 

which many of them had their origins 
in the House. I am delighted that the 
Senate was able to join us. These bills 
come under the Senate name because 
of the fact that we are working with 
the Senate on many of these similar 
bills in order to have them become law, 
because they are important. 

I rise now to support S. 2991, the 
Countering Human Trafficking Act. I 
thank the Senator from Michigan who 
offered this legislation, and it deals 
with making the Center for Countering 
Human Trafficking permanent and re-
quires other changes to strengthen the 
center’s contribution for the fight 
against human trafficking. 

Let me be very clear on the floor. 
Human trafficking is an epidemic. It is 
a pandemic. It is a scourge on the fab-
ric of America. Human trafficking is 
one of the greatest threats to human 
rights in the United States. In 2020, 
11,190 instances of potential human 
trafficking were reported to the United 
States National Human Trafficking 
Hotline, with at least 70 percent of 
these instances involving sex traf-
ficking. 

The one thing about sex trafficking, 
it is more profitable than drugs, be-
cause you utilize, unfortunately, the 
tragic human being who has been made 
part of the bounty of your profit and 
recycle them over and over again, and 
they are young girls and boys in many 
instances. 

I will continue to advance and sup-
port legislation, like the bill before us 
today, as well as programming aimed 
at preventing human trafficking, pro-
tecting victims and survivors, as an es-
timated 25 percent of human traf-
ficking victims are reportedly in my 
home State of Texas at any given time, 
many of whom are minors. 

In our State of Texas, we have devel-
oped strong advocacy groups that fight 
against human trafficking and even 
have done something innovative, which 
means that we have called our sports 
arenas No Trafficking Zones. 

So I rise to support this legislation 
with over 5,359 trafficking victims and 
survivors identified through the hot-
line in 2019. 

I introduced H.R. 7566, the Stop 
Human Trafficking in School Zones 
Act, now known as the No Trafficking 
Zones Act. I pronounce today on the 
floor, this bill must pass. We must have 
the Senate agree to this bill so this can 
be a complement to the bill that we 
now have on the floor. We have done 
hard work. We have worked with the 
Senate. We want to make sure we get 
this bill passed. 

I rise also to support the bill pre-
viously discussed, the VAWA Technical 
Amendment Act of 2022. I thank Sen-
ator HIRONO for this courageous legis-
lation to protect Native Hawaiian vic-
tims and survivors of domestic vio-
lence, dating violence, sex violence, 
and others, to have access to the vital 
services of VAWA, which I think are 
extremely important. 

I also rise to support S. 5230, Billy’s 
Law, or the Help Find the Missing Act. 

This is important. I have worked with 
missing and exploited children. This bi-
partisan legislation would fix the gaps 
in our Nation’s databases of missing 
persons and unidentified remains, pro-
viding much-needed closure to the 
thousands of families who have en-
dured the trauma of losing someone 
they love. 

Each year, more than 600,000 Ameri-
cans are reported missing. While many 
are ultimately found, at least 22,000 are 
currently missing. 

I know that for a fact, Mr. Speaker, 
because I have dealt over the last 
month with a family whose loved one 
was missing, it was very painful, until 
tragically this person was found, and 
they were not found alive. But the pain 
of missing the person and not getting 
any response, this should be very help-
ful in at least giving comfort to fami-
lies who are desperately in need of find-
ing their loved one. 

So as we go forward on this legisla-
tion, I hope to continue the work that 
we need to do with the Senate to move 
forward. 

My final support is for S. 2899, the 
Prison Camera Reform Act of 2021. It is 
bipartisan legislation that would re-
quire the Bureau of Prisons to reevalu-
ate the security camera, land-mobile 
radio, and public address systems in 
use at BOP institutions and submit to 
Congress a report. This is very impor-
tant for civil liberty, civil rights, and 
prison employees. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentlewoman has expired. 

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield an 
additional 1 minute to the gentle-
woman from Texas. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, the 
well-being of these prisoners is critical, 
along with protecting the safety, well- 
being, and civil rights of incarcerated 
people and prison employees, including 
correctional officers, medical per-
sonnel, and other staff. 

Let me just simply say, as I close, on 
the Bureau of Prisons, there is more 
work to be done. They have to do work 
on how they are treating women. There 
was a recent hearing that shows that 
women have been abused, sexually 
abused, in prisons, besides addressing 
other terrible issues, and that includes 
both prisoners and employees. 

In addition, the Bureau of Prisons 
has been known to not utilize the com-
passionate release. In fact, their per-
centages are disgraceful. Most of the 
prisoners have had to go outside with a 
lawyer. This is a law. They should use 
it. 

I hope that as we look at improving 
the cameras that will provide due proc-
ess to these prisoners who are incarcer-
ated, who are doing their time, they 
will also have a bureau that is respon-
sible and sensitive to their responsibil-
ities of incarceration but also fairness 
and due process. 

I thank my colleague for yielding, 
and I ask for support for all of the leg-
islation that I just commented on, par-
ticularly the underlying legislation. 
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Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of S. 2991, 

the ‘‘Countering Human Trafficking Act of 
2021,’’ which would make the Center for 
Countering Human Trafficking permanent and 
require other changes to strengthen the Cen-
ter’s contributions to the fight against human 
trafficking. 

Human trafficking is one of the greatest 
threats to human rights in the United States. 
In 2020, 11,193 instances of potential human 
trafficking were reported to the United States 
National Human Trafficking Hotline with at 
least 70 percent of those instances involving 
sex trafficking. 

I will continue to advance and support legis-
lation, like the bill before us today, as well as 
programming aimed at preventing human traf-
ficking and protecting victims and survivors— 
as an estimated 25 percent of human traf-
ficking victims are reportedly in my home state 
of Texas at any given time—many of whom 
are minors. 

At least 5,359 of trafficking victims and sur-
vivors identified through the hotline in 2019 
were under the age of 18, and in 2021, the 
National Center for Missing and Exploited 
Children received more than 17,200 reports of 
suspected child sex trafficking. 

That is why I introduced the H.R. 7566 Stop 
Human Trafficking in School Zones Act, also 
known as the No Trafficking Zones Act, to en-
sure that our nation’s schools are a safe 
haven for students. I hope the Senate will take 
up and pass my bill so that we may get it to 
the president’s desk before this Congress 
ends. 

While traffickers seek out vulnerable minors 
and adults—no person is truly safe from the 
schemes of charismatic traffickers bent on ex-
ploiting and destroying lives. 

Sadly, these statistics were only made 
worse by the COVID–19 pandemic—during 
which traffickers took advantage of individuals 
and communities in crisis—further increasing 
the number of people at risk of falling victim to 
human trafficking. 

It is for all of these reasons that we must 
help maintain the momentum gained by the 
Center for Countering Human Trafficking in re-
cent years. 

The Center is responsible for integrating the 
efforts of 16 different offices and components 
of the Department of Homeland Security into 
a cohesive strategy that supports law enforce-
ment investigations and training, shields and 
supports victims, develops and enhances pre-
vention strategies, and engages with the pub-
lic. 

S. 2991 is a straightforward, bipartisan bill 
that would make the Center permanent while 
promoting stability and modernization and en-
couraging continued collaboration, growth, and 
innovation. 

I thank Senator GARY PETERS and JOHN 
KATKO for their leadership on this bill and I 
urge my colleagues on both sides of the aisle 
to support it. 

Mrs. SPARTZ. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, S. 2991 
would not only provide permanency, 
increased coordination, and moderniza-
tion to the Center for Countering 
Human Trafficking and the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, this bill 
would also promote growth within the 
center and bolster victim-centered 
counter human trafficking efforts. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support it, and I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, every year, there are thousands of people 
who are victims of human trafficking in Amer-
ica. 

Over the past two decades, the number of 
trafficking victims has steadily and disturbingly 
increased. 

Human traffickers subject their victims to 
forced labor, debt bondage, or sexual exploi-
tation by using violence, manipulation, or false 
promises. 

This criminal activity are not just human 
rights abuses; they compromise national and 
economic security and harm the well-being of 
communities everywhere. 

The Department of Homeland Security 
(DHS) leads the Federal Government’s efforts 
to identify, disrupt, and dismantle complex do-
mestic and cross-border human trafficking or-
ganizations. 

Given that multiple DHS components are in-
volved in this effort, it is important that there 
be standing and robust coordination mecha-
nisms to ensure the Department is working to 
combat this threat effectively and efficiently. 

That is why I support passage of the ‘‘Coun-
tering Human Trafficking Act of 2021,’’ the 
Senate version of legislation introduced by my 
friend and the ranking member of the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security, Representative 
JOHN KATKO, and which I am a proud original 
cosponsor. 

This legislation codifies DHS’s Center for 
Countering Human Trafficking, a cross-compo-
nent operations center that brings together 16 
DHS agencies and offices to ensure they are 
working collaboratively. 

As Chairman of the Committee on Home-
land Security, I have long supported legislative 
efforts to improve the capabilities of U.S. law 
enforcement to disrupt and dismantle these 
dangerous human trafficking organizations. 

Furthermore, Ranking Member KATKO and I 
led an effort last year to include important anti- 
human trafficking legislation in the ‘‘National 
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 
2022.’’ 

Known as the ‘‘DHS Blue Campaign En-
hancement Act,’’ this legislation improved 
DHS’s communication and education materials 
on human trafficking awareness and preven-
tion. 

I am confident that S. 2991 will build upon 
the success of the Blue Campaign. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my colleagues to 
come together to stand against the exploi-
tation of the most vulnerable among us and 
join me in supporting S. 2991. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
NADLER) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, S. 2991. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

PRISON CAMERA REFORM ACT OF 
2021 

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill (S. 

2899) to require the Director of the Bu-
reau of Prisons to address deficiencies 
and make necessary upgrades to the se-
curity camera and radio systems of the 
Bureau of Prisons to ensure the health 
and safety of employees and inmates. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

S. 2899 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Prison Cam-
era Reform Act of 2021’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds the following: 
(1) The Bureau of Prisons has 122 institu-

tions located throughout the United States. 
The Bureau of Prisons employs nearly 38,000 
employees and is responsible for more than 
150,000 Federal inmates. 

(2) Video footage from security camera 
systems and reliable communication over 
radio systems within Bureau of Prisons in-
stitutions are essential to protecting the 
health and safety of Bureau of Prisons em-
ployees and Federal inmates. 

(3) Based on the experience of Bureau of 
Prisons correctional staff, the noticeable 
presence of functioning security cameras 
serves as an effective deterrent to criminal 
behavior and misconduct. 

(4) Well-documented deficiencies of camera 
systems at Bureau of Prisons’ facilities have 
hindered investigators’ ability to substan-
tiate allegations of serious misconduct by 
staff and inmates, including sexual and phys-
ical assaults, medical neglect, and introduc-
tion of contraband. 

(5) In a 2016 report, the Office of the Inspec-
tor General for the Department of Justice 
determined that ‘‘deficiencies within the 
BOP’s security camera system have affected 
the OIG’s ability to secure prosecutions of 
staff and inmates in BOP contraband intro-
duction cases, and these same problems ad-
versely impact the availability of critical 
evidence to support administrative or dis-
ciplinary action against staff and inmates’’. 

(6) Shortcomings in the land-mobile radio 
systems at Bureau of Prison facilities insti-
tutions impede the communication abilities 
of staff, slowing or preventing the response 
of correctional officers during an emergency 
or threat of attack, and jeopardizing the 
safety of both staff and Federal inmates. 
SEC. 3. REQUIRED PLAN FOR REFORM OF BOP 

SECURITY CAMERA AND RADIO COV-
ERAGE AND CAPABILITIES. 

(a) PLAN.—Not later than 90 days after the 
date of enactment of this Act, the Director 
of the Bureau of Prisons shall— 

(1) evaluate the security camera, land-mo-
bile radio (referred to in this Act as ‘‘LMR’’), 
and public address (referred to in this Act as 
‘‘PA’’) systems in use by the Bureau of Pris-
ons as of the date of enactment of this Act; 
and 

(2) submit to the Committee on the Judici-
ary of the Senate and the Committee on the 
Judiciary of the House of Representatives a 
plan for ensuring that all Bureau of Prisons 
correctional facilities have the security cam-
era, LMR, and PA system coverage and capa-
bilities necessary to— 

(A) ensure the health and safety of staff 
and Federal inmates; and 

(B) ensure the documentation and accessi-
bility of video evidence that may pertain to 
misconduct by staff or inmates, negligent or 
abusive treatment of inmates, or criminal 
activity within correctional facilities. 

(b) CONTENTS.—The plan required under 
subsection (a) shall— 
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(1) identify and include plans to address 

any deficiencies in the security camera sys-
tem in use at Bureau of Prisons correctional 
facilities, including those related to— 

(A) an insufficient number of cameras; 
(B) inoperable or malfunctioning cameras; 
(C) blind spots; 
(D) poor quality video; and 
(E) any other deficits in the security cam-

era system; 
(2) identify and include plans to adopt and 

maintain any security camera system up-
grades needed to achieve the purposes de-
scribed in subsection (a), including— 

(A) conversion of all analog cameras to 
digital surveillance systems, with cor-
responding infrastructure and equipment up-
grade requirements; 

(B) upgrades to ensure the secure storage, 
logging, preservation, and accessibility of re-
cordings such that the recordings are avail-
able to investigators or Courts at such time 
as may be reasonably required; and 

(C) additional enterprise-wide camera sys-
tem capabilities needed to enhance the safe-
ty and security of inmates and staff; 

(3) identify and include plans to address 
any deficiencies in the LMR and PA systems 
in use at Bureau of Prisons correctional fa-
cilities, including those related to— 

(A) an inadequate number of radios; 
(B) inoperable, outdated, or malfunc-

tioning LMR or PA systems; 
(C) areas of Bureau of Prisons correctional 

facilities that lack adequate reception for 
radio operation; 

(D) radios that lack an emergency notifica-
tion feature (also known as a ‘‘man down’’ 
function), which automatically sends an 
alert and transmits the location of that 
radio in the event the wearer is in a prone 
position; and 

(E) any other deficits in the LMR or PA 
systems; 

(4) include an assessment of operational 
and logistical considerations in imple-
menting the plan required under subsection 
(a), including— 

(A) a prioritization of facilities for needed 
upgrades, beginning with high security insti-
tutions; 

(B) the personnel and training necessary to 
implement the changes; and 

(C) ongoing repair and maintenance re-
quirements; and 

(5) include a 3-year strategic plan and cost 
projection for implementing the changes and 
upgrades to the security camera, LMR, and 
PA systems identified under paragraphs (1) 
through (4). 

(c) IMPLEMENTATION DEADLINE.—Not later 
than 3 years after the date on which the plan 
is submitted under subsection (a)(2), and sub-
ject to appropriations, the Director of the 
Bureau of Prisons shall complete implemen-
tation of the submitted plan. 

(d) ANNUAL PROGRESS REPORTS.—Beginning 
1 year after the date on which the plan is 
submitted under subsection (a)(2), and each 
year thereafter until the end of the 3-year 
period described in subsection (c), the Direc-
tor of the Bureau of Prisons shall submit to 
the Committee on the Judiciary of the Sen-
ate and the Committee on the Judiciary of 
the House of Representatives a report on the 
progress of the implementation of the sub-
mitted plan. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. NADLER) and the gentle-
woman from Indiana (Mrs. SPARTZ) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from New York. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 

may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on S. 2899. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, S. 2899, the Prison Cam-

era Reform Act of 2021, is bipartisan 
legislation that would require the Bu-
reau of Prisons to evaluate the secu-
rity camera, land-mobile radio, and 
public address systems in use at the 
BOP institutions, submit to Congress a 
report on any deficiencies, and imple-
ment a plan for needed improvements. 

In 2016, the Department of Justice Of-
fice of Inspector General issued a re-
port on deficiencies within BOP cam-
era systems. The report found that 
camera deficiencies affected the ability 
to secure prosecutions of staff and in-
carcerated individuals in cases involv-
ing introduction of contraband in BOP 
facilities and adversely affected the 
availability of critical evidence to sup-
port administrative or disciplinary ac-
tion against staff and incarcerated in-
dividuals. 

Following that report, BOP took 
some action to improve the camera 
systems. However, their efforts have 
proved insufficient. A follow-up OIG 
memo in 2021 found that of the over 
24,000 cameras across all BOP institu-
tions, 86 percent, more than 20,000, are 
still analog or utilize old technology. 
Analog cameras produce poor-quality 
video, have limited coverage, and con-
tribute to dangerous or unsafe areas 
within BOP institutions. 

A fully digital camera system would 
produce improved video quality and 
coverage, enhanced search capabilities, 
and expand video storage periods of be-
tween 60 and 120 days. These capabili-
ties would improve the BOP’s threat 
assessments, monitoring, and contra-
band interdictions. 

Improving BOP camera systems will 
create safer institutions for both cor-
rectional staff and incarcerated indi-
viduals. 

Tragic cases of officer assaults 
against individuals while incarcerated 
often rely on camera footage as evi-
dence, but outdated technology makes 
holding these officers accountable even 
more difficult. 

This bill would require the BOP to 
investigate and address deficiencies in 
the camera and radio systems across 
all institutions. The BOP would also be 
required to implement all needed im-
provements within 3 years and to sub-
mit annual progress reports. The sig-
nificant oversight mechanisms within 
this legislation will enable Congress to 
hold the BOP accountable and ensure 
that all deficiencies are addressed 
within the specified time period. 

Security camera systems within pris-
ons are critical for protecting the safe-
ty, well-being, and civil rights of both 
incarcerated people and prison employ-
ees. 

This bipartisan measure would re-
quire the BOP to investigate and ad-
dress these critical safety concerns and 
ensure that the improvements will, in 
fact, be made by including significant 
congressional oversight. 

I thank Representatives KELLER, 
MCBATH, and TRONE, as well as Senator 
OSSOFF, for introducing this important 
legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all my colleagues 
to support the bill, and I reserve the 
balance of my time. 

Mrs. SPARTZ. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

S. 2899 requires the Director of the 
Bureau of Prisons to evaluate the secu-
rity camera, radio, and public address 
systems in all BOP facilities and to 
submit a report to Congress with a 
plan to address the deficiencies. 

Once the report is submitted, BOP 
has 3 years to implement the system 
upgrades as detailed in the report. The 
bill also requires the BOP to submit 
annual progress reports to Congress on 
the implementation of the submitted 
plan. 

In 2016, the Office of the Inspector 
General at the Department of Justice 
published a report identifying major 
problems with the BOP’s security cam-
eras. These problems included security 
cameras with blind spots, cameras that 
were inoperable, cameras with poor 
video quality, and other serious defi-
ciencies. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mrs. SPARTZ. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 
minutes to the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. KELLER). 

Mr. KELLER. Mr. Speaker, I am here 
today to speak in support of S. 2899, the 
Prison Camera Reform Act of 2021. 

Our team, along with Congress-
woman MCBATH, introduced the House 
companion to this bill, which requires 
the Bureau of Prisons to evaluate their 
security cameras and address defi-
ciencies so that the Bureau of Prisons 
can keep correctional officers and in-
mates safe, oversee misconduct, and 
limit contraband. 

As the chair of the Congressional Bu-
reau of Prisons Reform Caucus, our 
team has facilitated several meetings 
with officials from the Bureau of Pris-
ons and the Council of Prison Locals. 

During these meetings, we heard 
from corrections officers about major 
deficiencies and needed upgrades with-
in the BOP’s security camera system. 
These deficiencies have made it harder 
for corrections officers to protect 
themselves and maintain secure facili-
ties. 

The Prison Camera Reform Act 
works to address these concerns, re-
quiring the BOP to evaluate current 
conditions of equipment and formulate 
a plan on how they will address any de-
ficiencies identified. 

The outstanding men and women who 
work in our Nation’s correctional fa-
cilities deal with dangerous situations 
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every day. They deserve the tools and 
support necessary to keep themselves 
and the inmates whom they protect 
safe from harm. 

Shane Fausey and Steve Markle, 
with the Council of Prison Locals, have 
been tireless advocates for America’s 
corrections officers and staff, and their 
sage counsel was vital in developing 
the Prison Camera Reform Act, which 
has been a top legislative priority for 
our BOP Reform Caucus. 

While the BOP faces many chal-
lenges, passing the Prison Camera Re-
form Act would be a major step for-
ward for the agency, corrections offi-
cers, and security of America’s Federal 
prisons. 

b 1830 
Mrs. SPARTZ. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

back the balance of my time. 
Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, the lack 

of adequate camera systems puts the 
safety of both incarcerated individuals 
and correctional officers and staff at 
risk. 

The Prison Camera Reform Act of 
2021 is bipartisan legislation that takes 
an important step toward making 
much-needed improvements. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support the bill, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, S. 2899, 
the ‘‘Prison Camera Reform Act of 2021,’’ is 
bipartisan legislation that would require the 
Bureau of Prisons to evaluate the security 
camera, land-mobile radio, and public address 
systems in use at BOP institutions and submit 
to Congress a report on any deficiencies and 
a plan to implement needed improvements. 

Security camera systems within prisons are 
critical for protecting the safety, wellbeing and 
civil rights of both incarcerated people and 
prison employees, including correctional offi-
cers, medical personnel and other staff. 

Documented deficiencies in the federal Bu-
reau of Prisons’ security camera systems, 
however, limit the effectiveness of that protec-
tion. 

A 2016, DOJ Office of Inspector General re-
port identified major deficiencies and needed 
upgrades within the BOP’s security camera 
system, including blind spots, inoperable cam-
eras and limited functionality. 

In a 2021 memo, OIG reaffirmed the 2016 
report stating that ‘‘the OIG continues to see 
the same deficiencies in our investigations that 
we observed during our 2016 review. These 
deficiencies have negatively impacted the 
OIG’s investigations and ability to secure pros-
ecution of serious incidents in BOP institu-
tions, including sexual assaults, civil rights vio-
lations, introduction of contraband, dereliction 
of duty, and even inmate deaths.’’ 

Although BOP has begun upgrading these 
systems at some institutions, serious short-
comings remain. 

This bill would require BOP to investigate 
and address deficiencies in the camera and 
radio systems across all institutions. 

BOP would also be required to implement 
all needed improvements within three years 
and submit annual progress reports. The sig-
nificant oversight mechanisms within this legis-
lation will enable Congress to hold BOP ac-
countable and ensure all deficiencies are ad-
dressed within the specified time period. 

‘‘Dead spots’’ in video surveillance coverage 
inside FCI Dublin in California may have even 
contributed to the lack of accountability for the 
sexual abuse committed against incarcerated 
women in that facility. 

Earlier this month, a former unit manager at 
FCI Dublin testified that the facility lacked suf-
ficient security camera coverage and that 
many cameras are either not monitored or 
footage is deleted. The former warden is rely-
ing heavily on the lack of video footage in his 
defense against the sexual assault case. 

This tragic story highlights the need to ad-
dress camera deficiencies within BOP facilities 
as quickly as possible. The lack of adequate 
camera systems puts the safety of both incar-
cerated individuals and correctional officers 
and staff at risk. 

This bill is a bipartisan common sense 
measure to require that BOP investigate and 
address these critical safety concerns and en-
sures that the improvements will be made by 
including adequate Congressional oversight. 

I want to thank Representatives KELLER, 
MCBATH, and TRONE as well as Senator 
OSSOFF for introducing this important legisla-
tion. I urge all of my colleagues to support the 
bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
NADLER) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, S. 2899. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

HELP FIND THE MISSING ACT 

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill (S. 
5230) to increase accessibility to the 
National Missing and Unidentified Per-
sons System, to facilitate data sharing 
between such system and the National 
Crime Information Center database of 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

S. 5230 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as ‘‘Billy’s Law’’ or 
the ‘‘Help Find the Missing Act’’. 
SEC. 2. AUTHORIZATION OF THE NATIONAL MISS-

ING AND UNIDENTIFIED PERSONS 
SYSTEM. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Attorney General, 
shall maintain the ‘‘National Missing and 
Unidentified Persons System’’ or ‘‘NamUs’’, 
consistent with the following: 

(1) The NamUs shall be a national informa-
tion clearinghouse and resource center for 
missing, unidentified, and unclaimed person 
cases across the United States administered 
by the National Institute of Justice and 
managed through an agreement with an eli-
gible entity. 

(2) The NamUs shall coordinate or pro-
vide— 

(A) online database technology which 
serves as a national information clearing-
house to help expedite case associations and 
resolutions; 

(B) various free-of-charge forensic services 
to aid in the identification of missing per-
sons and unidentified remains; 

(C) investigative support for criminal jus-
tice efforts to help missing and unidentified 
person case resolutions; 

(D) technical assistance for family mem-
bers of missing persons; 

(E) assistance and training by coordinating 
State and local service providers in order to 
support individuals and families impacted by 
the loss or disappearance of a loved one; and 

(F) training and outreach from NamUs sub-
ject matter experts, including assistance 
with planning and facilitating Missing Per-
son Day events across the country. 

(b) PERMISSIBLE USE OF FUNDS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The permissible use of 

funds awarded under this section for the im-
plementation and maintenance of the agree-
ment created in subparagraph (a)(1) include 
the use of funds— 

(A) to hire additional personnel to provide 
case support and perform other core NamUs 
functions; 

(B) to develop new technologies to facili-
tate timely data entry into the relevant data 
bases; 

(C) to conduct contracting activities rel-
evant to core NamUs services; 

(D) to provide forensic analyses to support 
the identification of missing and unidenti-
fied persons, to include, but not limited to 
DNA typing, forensic odontology, fingerprint 
examination, and forensic anthropology; 

(E) to train State, local, and Tribal law en-
forcement personnel and forensic medicine 
service providers to use NamUs resources 
and best practices for the investigation of 
missing and unidentified person cases; 

(F) to assist States in providing informa-
tion to the NCIC database, the NamUs data-
base, or any future database system for miss-
ing, unidentified, and unclaimed person 
cases; 

(G) to report to law enforcement authori-
ties in the jurisdiction in which the remains 
were found information on every deceased, 
unidentified person, regardless of age; 

(H) to participate in Missing Person Days 
and other events to directly support family 
members of the missing with NamUs case en-
tries and DNA collections; 

(I) to provide assistance and training by 
coordinating State and local service pro-
viders in order to support individuals and 
families; 

(J) to conduct data analytics and research 
projects for the purpose of enhancing knowl-
edge, best practices, and training related to 
missing and unidentified person cases, as 
well as developing NamUs system enhance-
ments; 

(K) to create and maintain a secure, on-
line, nationwide critical incident response 
tool for professionals that will connect law 
enforcement, medico-legal and emergency 
management professionals, as well as vic-
tims and families during a critical incident; 
and 

(L) for other purposes consistent with the 
goals of this section. 

(c) AMENDMENTS TO THE CRIME CONTROL 
ACT OF 1990 TO REQUIRE REPORTS OF MISSING 
CHILDREN TO NAMUS.— 

(1) REPORTING REQUIREMENT.—Section 
3701(a) of the Crime Control Act of 1990 (34 
U.S.C. 41307(a)) is amended by striking the 
period and inserting the following: ‘‘and, 
consistent with section 3 (including rules 
promulgated pursuant to section 3(c)) of the 
Help Find the Missing Act, shall also report 
such case, either directly or through author-
ization described in such section to transmit, 
enter, or share information on such case, to 
the NamUs databases.’’. 
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(2) STATE REQUIREMENTS.—Section 3702 of 

the Crime Control Act of 1990 (34 U.S.C. 
41308) is amended— 

(A) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘or the 
National Crime Information Center com-
puter database’’ and inserting ‘‘, the Na-
tional Crime Information Center computer 
database, or the NamUs databases’’; 

(B) in the matter following paragraph (3), 
by striking ‘‘and the National Crime Infor-
mation Center computer networks’’ and in-
serting ‘‘, the National Crime Information 
Center computer networks, and the NamUs 
databases’’; and 

(C) in paragraph (4)— 
(i) in the matter preceding subparagraph 

(A), by inserting ‘‘or the NamUs databases’’ 
after ‘‘National Crime Information Center’’; 
and 

(ii) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘and 
National Crime Information Center com-
puter networks’’ and inserting ‘‘, National 
Crime Information Center computer net-
works, and the NamUs databases’’. 

(3) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this subsection shall apply with re-
spect to reports made before, on, or after the 
date of enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 3. INFORMATION SHARING. 

(a) ACCESS TO NCIC.—Not later than 1 year 
after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Attorney General shall, in accordance with 
this section, provide access to the NCIC 
Missing Person and Unidentified Person 
Files to the National Institute of Justice or 
its designee administering the NamUs pro-
gram as a grantee or contractor, for the pur-
pose of reviewing missing and unidentified 
person records in NCIC for case validation 
and NamUs data reconciliation. 

(b) ELECTRONIC DATA SHARING.—Not later 
than 6 months after the date of enactment of 
this Act, the Attorney General shall, in ac-
cordance with this section, have completed 
an assessment of the NCIC and NamUs sys-
tem architectures and governing statutes, 
policies, and procedures and provide a pro-
posed plan for the secure and automatic data 
transmission of missing and unidentified 
person records that are reported to and en-
tered into the NCIC database, with the fol-
lowing criteria, to be electronically trans-
mitted to the NamUs system. 

(1) Missing Person cases with an MNP 
(Missing Person) code of CA (Child Abduc-
tion) or AA (Amber Alert) within 72 hours of 
entry into NCIC; 

(2) Missing Person cases with an MNP code 
EME (Endangered) or EMI (Involuntary) 
within 30 days of entry into NCIC; 

(3) All other Missing Person cases that 
have been active (non-cancelled) in NCIC for 
180 days; 

(4) Unidentified person cases that have 
been active (non-cancelled) in NCIC for 60 
days; 

(5) Once case data are transmitted to 
NamUs, cases are marked as such within 
NCIC, and any updates to such cases will be 
transmitted to NamUs within 24 hours. 

(c) RULES ON CONFIDENTIALITY.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after 

the date of enactment of this Act, the Attor-
ney General, in consultation with the Direc-
tor of the FBI, shall promulgate rules pursu-
ant to notice and comment that specify the 
information the Attorney General may allow 
NamUs to access from the NCIC Missing Per-
son and Unidentified Person files or be trans-
mitted from the NCIC database to the 
NamUs databases for purposes of this Act. 
Such rules shall— 

(A) provide for the protection of confiden-
tial, private, and law enforcement sensitive 
information contained in the NCIC Missing 
Person and Unidentified Person files; and 

(B) specify the circumstances in which ac-
cess to portions of information in the Miss-

ing Person and Unidentified Person files may 
be withheld from the NamUs databases. 
SEC. 4. REPORT ON BEST PRACTICES. 

Not later than 1 year after the date of the 
enactment of this Act, the Attorney General 
shall issue a report to offices of forensic 
medicine service providers, and Federal, 
State, local, and Tribal law enforcement 
agencies describing the best practices for the 
collection, reporting, and analysis of data 
and information on missing persons and un-
identified human remains. Such best prac-
tices shall— 

(1) provide an overview of the NCIC data-
base and NamUs databases; 

(2) describe how local law enforcement 
agencies, and offices of forensic medicine 
service providers should access and use the 
NCIC database and NamUs databases; 

(3) describe the appropriate and inappro-
priate uses of the NCIC database and NamUs 
databases; and 

(4) describe the standards and protocols for 
the collection, reporting, and analysis of 
data and information on missing persons and 
unidentified human remains. 
SEC. 5. REPORT TO CONGRESS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year 
after the date of the enactment of this Act 
and biennially thereafter, the Attorney Gen-
eral shall submit to the Committee on the 
Judiciary of the House of Representatives 
and the Committee on the Judiciary of the 
Senate a report describing the status of the 
NCIC database and NamUs databases. 

(b) CONTENTS.—The report required by sub-
section (a) shall describe, to the extent 
available, information on the process of in-
formation sharing between the NCIC data-
base and NamUs databases. 
SEC. 6. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) AUTHORIZED AGENCY.—The term ‘‘au-

thorized agency’’ means a Government agen-
cy with an originating agency identification 
(ORI) number and that is a criminal justice 
agency, as defined in section 20.3 of title 28, 
Code of Federal Regulations. 

(2) FBI.—The term ‘‘FBI’’ means the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation. 

(3) FORENSIC MEDICINE SERVICE PROVIDER.— 
The term ‘‘forensic medicine service pro-
vider’’ means a State or unit of local govern-
ment forensic medicine service provider hav-
ing not fewer than 1 part-time or full-time 
employed forensic pathologist, or forensic 
pathologist under contract, who conducts 
medicolegal death investigations, including 
examinations of human remains, and who 
provides reports or opinion testimony with 
respect to such activity in courts of law 
within the United States. 

(4) FORENSIC SCIENCE SERVICE PROVIDER.— 
The term ‘‘forensic science service provider’’ 
means a State or unit of local government 
agency having not fewer than 1 full-time an-
alyst who examines physical evidence in 
criminal or investigative matters and pro-
vides reports or opinion testimony with re-
spect to such evidence in courts in the 
United States. 

(5) NAMUS DATABASES.—The term ‘‘NamUs 
databases’’ means the National Missing and 
Unidentified Persons System Missing Per-
sons database and National Missing and Un-
identified Persons System Unidentified De-
cedents database maintained by the National 
Institute of Justice of the Department of 
Justice, which serves as a clearinghouse and 
resource center for missing, unidentified, 
and unclaimed person cases. 

(6) NCIC DATABASE.—The term ‘‘NCIC data-
base’’ means the National Crime Information 
Center Missing Person File and National 
Crime Information Center Unidentified Per-
son File of the National Crime Information 
Center database of the FBI, established pur-

suant to section 534 of title 28, United States 
Code. 

(7) QUALIFYING LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY 
DEFINED.—The term ‘‘qualifying law enforce-
ment agency’’ means a State, local, or Tribal 
law enforcement agency. 

(8) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’’ means any 
State of the United States, the District of 
Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico, the Virgin Islands, American Samoa, 
Guam, and the Commonwealth of the North-
ern Mariana Islands. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. NADLER) and the gentle-
woman from Indiana (Mrs. SPARTZ) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from New York. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
sert extraneous material on S. 5230. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Every year in this country over 

600,000 Americans go missing. While 
many of the missing are fortunate to 
be found alive and well, tens of thou-
sands of individuals remain missing for 
more than 1 year, what many agencies 
consider to be cold cases. 

It is also estimated that 4,400 uniden-
tified bodies are recovered each year, 
with approximately 1,000 of those re-
maining unidentified, also becoming 
cold cases. 

The families of those who go missing 
are forced to endure crushing uncer-
tainty, not knowing what happened to 
their loved ones or if they will ever re-
turn. But they also face systemic chal-
lenges in helping law enforcement lo-
cate the missing or match them to un-
identified remains so that they can at 
least have some semblance of closure. 

The Help Find the Missing Act, or 
Billy’s Law, is bipartisan legislation 
that will help address this crisis by 
closing loopholes in our Nation’s miss-
ing person databases by streamlining 
the reporting process and ensuring that 
law enforcement databases are more 
comprehensive and accessible. 

The bill is named after Billy 
Smolinski of Waterbury, Connecticut, 
who went missing in 2004 at the age of 
31, and whose family ran into countless 
obstacles as they attempted to help 
law enforcement in the search, includ-
ing that Federal law does not mandate 
the reporting of missing adults or un-
identified bodies. 

This problem is compounded by the 
fact that local law enforcement agen-
cies, medical examiners, and coroners 
often lack the resources and training 
to report these cases to the appropriate 
national authorities. When cases of 
missing persons or unidentified re-
mains are reported, the number of sep-
arate and uncoordinated Federal, 
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State, and local databases makes it ex-
tremely difficult to find the missing or 
match them with recovered remains. 

Billy’s Law will address these chal-
lenges by authorizing and ensuring 
funding for the Department of Justice 
to continue to maintain the National 
Missing and Unidentified Persons Sys-
tem, or NamUs, which is the national 
clearinghouse and resource center for 
missing, unidentified, and unclaimed 
persons. It provides an online database 
that is accessible to law enforcement 
and the public, and to which the public 
can contribute. 

NamUs also provides free forensic 
services to aid in the identification of 
missing persons and unidentified re-
mains; investigative support to law en-
forcement agencies; technical assist-
ance to families of missing persons; 
and its subject matter experts train 
State and local service providers to 
support individuals and families im-
pacted by the disappearance of a loved 
one. 

Critically, Billy’s Law would require 
data sharing between NamUs and the 
FBI’s National Crime Information Cen-
ter, or NCIC, in order to create more 
comprehensive databases of missing 
persons and unidentified remains and 
streamline the reporting process for 
State, local, and Tribal law enforce-
ment. It would also amend current law 
to require that missing children be re-
ported to NamUs as well as to NCIC, 
and it would require the reporting of 
information on every unidentified de-
ceased person, regardless of age. 

In addition, the bill would require 
the Attorney General to issue guide-
lines and best practices to law enforce-
ment, medical examiners, and coroners 
on handling cases involving missing 
persons or unidentified remains. 

We must do everything possible to 
ensure that we have a comprehensive 
and coordinated missing persons re-
porting and investigation system that 
works so that we can provide resolu-
tion to the families of those whose 
loved ones disappear. 

I thank Senator CHRIS MURPHY for 
his yearslong effort to pass Billy’s 
Law, and I thank Representative 
JAHANA HAYES for introducing the 
House companion bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support this bill, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mrs. SPARTZ. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, S. 5230, the Help Find 
the Missing Act, authorizes the Na-
tional Missing and Unidentified Per-
sons System. 

The National Missing and Unidenti-
fied Persons System was created by the 
Department of Justice 15 years ago to 
provide a missing persons and unidenti-
fied remains database that the public 
can contribute to and access. 

S. 5230 would connect the National 
Missing and Unidentified Persons Sys-
tem with the FBI’s National Crime In-
formation Center, which would create 
more comprehensive missing persons 

and unidentified remains databases. 
This would allow for a more stream-
lined reporting process for law enforce-
ment. 

This bill would also require missing 
children be reported to the National 
Missing and Unidentified Persons Sys-
tem. Currently, missing children are 
only required to be reported to the Na-
tional Crime Information Center. 

Finally, the bill would require the 
Department of Justice to issue guide-
lines and best practices on handling 
missing persons and unidentified re-
mains cases for law enforcement, med-
ical examiners, and coroners to find 
the missing. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 4 
minutes to the distinguished gentle-
woman from Connecticut (Mrs. HAYES), 
a sponsor of the bill. 

Mrs. HAYES. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
support of S. 5230, the Help Find the 
Missing Act, also known as Billy’s 
Law. I thank Senator MURPHY for his 
leadership on this bill, and I am hon-
ored to introduce it in the House. 

This bill is named for Billy 
Smolinski. Billy went missing from my 
hometown of Waterbury, Connecticut, 
on August 24, 2004, nearly 20 years ago. 

Unlike with missing children, Fed-
eral law does not require law enforce-
ment to report missing adults or un-
identified bodies. Without it, families 
are left to unravel the mystery of what 
happened to their loved ones without 
any support. The Smolinski family was 
left to navigate a complicated and dis-
jointed system. 

In the absence of a vigorous and sus-
tained effort to solve the crime, the 
family created a personal tip line, 
placed billboards on highways that I 
drove by every day for many years, and 
worked closely with a private investi-
gator. 

When Bill and Janice Smolinski re-
ceived tips, they would organize search 
parties, which worked with rescue 
teams and brought in highly trained 
cadaver dogs to sniff the woods in 
search of their son. 

Each year, nearly half a million peo-
ple go missing, and sadly, many of 
them will never see their loved ones 
again. Yet, over 40,000 sets of unidenti-
fied human remains are either held at 
coroners’ offices or disposed of after 
going unclaimed. 

Due to gaps in missing persons data-
bases, missing persons and unidentified 
remains are rarely matched. Billy’s 
Law will fix this critical gap by direct-
ing the Department of Justice to con-
tinually operate NamUs, the National 
Missing and Unidentified Persons Sys-
tem, and connect it to the FBI’s Na-
tional Crime Information Center. It 
will also provide guidelines for local 
law enforcement agencies, medical ex-
aminers, and coroners on how to best 
handle missing person cases. 

This bill has the support of the Na-
tional Fraternal Order of Police and 
the Consortium of Forensic Science Or-

ganizations, as well as both the 
Smolinski family and the family of 
Gabby Petito. 

This bill will also help to bring home 
the missing, many whose names never 
make headlines or who are never 
talked about in the media, and offer 
closure to the families of those who 
will never make it home. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
vote ‘‘yes’’ on this bipartisan, common-
sense legislation to deliver justice to 
countless families. 

Mrs. SPARTZ. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, the fami-
lies and loved ones of those who have 
gone missing spend every day des-
perately searching for answers and for 
help. Billy’s Law provides critical tools 
to help them find answers, coordi-
nating our Nation’s multiple missing 
persons databases, increasing reporting 
requirements, and providing training 
and resources to the myriad agencies 
that investigate these cases, while sup-
porting the victims’ families. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to join me in support of this 
crucial bipartisan legislation, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
support of S. 5230, the ‘‘Help Find the Missing 
Act,’’ also known as ‘‘Billy’s Law.’’ 

This bipartisan legislation would fix the gaps 
in our Nation’s databases of missing persons 
and unidentified remains, providing much- 
needed closure to the thousands of families 
who have endured the trauma of losing some-
one they love. 

Each year more than 600,000 Americans 
are reported missing. While many are ulti-
mately found, at least 22,000 Americans are 
currently missing, and the remains of over 
14,000 individuals have been recovered but 
not identified. 

My own State of Texas has been hit particu-
larly hard by the crisis of missing persons, as 
we have more than 2,200 open cases—sec-
ond only to California—and three Texas cities 
rank among the top 10 cities with the highest 
number of missing persons. 

The pain that families experience when one 
of their loved one goes missing is unimagi-
nable. It is not merely a loss; it is a loss ac-
companied by terror, uncertainty, and endless 
questions that are rarely answered. We can, 
and we must, do more to help find the miss-
ing; to save who we can; and to provide as-
sistance to the families of those who we can-
not find or save. 

Billy’s Law would help us find more of our 
missing Americans by ensuring that the De-
partment of Justice continues to maintain the 
National Missing Persons and Unidentified 
Persons System, or ‘‘NamUs.’’ 

In addition to providing a database of miss-
ing persons, NamUs provides a variety of crit-
ical support services to law enforcement, med-
ical examiners, and families of those who 
have gone missing. 

But not all missing persons and unidentified 
remains are required to be reported to 
NamUs. That is why Billy’s Law is so critical. 

Rather than having a multitude of 
unconnected missing person databases that 
cannot communicate with each other, Billy’s 
Law would link NamUs with the FBI’s National 
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Criminal Information Center (NCIC) database, 
creating more complete, comprehensive data-
bases and streamlining the reporting process. 

The bill would also require the Attorney 
General to issue guidelines and best practices 
to the agencies that handle cases involving 
missing persons or unidentified remains. 

Lastly, Billy’s Law would expand current law 
to require that missing children be reported to 
NamUs, in addition to NCIC, and it will require 
the reporting of information on every unidenti-
fied deceased person, adults and children 
alike. 

My State of Texas passed similar legislation 
just last year, requiring law enforcement agen-
cies and medical examiners to use NamUs to 
solve missing and unidentified persons cases. 

But while I am proud of the steps my State 
has taken, this is a national problem that de-
mands a national solution. Billy’s Law is that 
solution. 

As a testament to the value of this bipar-
tisan legislation, it is supported by numerous 
law enforcement and forensic specialist orga-
nizations, including the National Association of 
Police Organizations, the Fraternal Order of 
Police, The American Academy of Forensic 
Sciences, and the National Association of 
Medical Examiners. 

I commend Senator MURPHY for his years of 
dedication to Billy’s Law and missing persons 
across the country, and I thank Representative 
HAYES for her work on this issue as well. I 
urge my colleagues to support this significant 
bipartisan legislation. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
NADLER) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, S. 5230. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

LAW ENFORCEMENT DE-ESCA-
LATION TRAINING ACT OF 2022 

Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, pur-
suant to House Resolution 1518, I call 
up the bill (S. 4003) to amend the Omni-
bus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act 
of 1968 to provide for training on alter-
natives to use of force, de-escalation, 
and mental and behavioral health and 
suicidal crises, and ask for its imme-
diate consideration in the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 

HAYES). Pursuant to House Resolution 
1518, the bill is considered read. 

The text of the bill is as follows: 
S. 4003 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Law En-
forcement De-Escalation Training Act of 
2022’’. 

SEC. 2. TRAINING ON ALTERNATIVES TO USE OF 
FORCE, DE-ESCALATION, AND MEN-
TAL AND BEHAVIORAL HEALTH CRI-
SES. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—Section 901(a) of title I of 
the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets 
Act of 1968 (34 U.S.C. 10251(a)) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (27), by striking ‘‘and’’ at 
the end; 

(2) in paragraph (28), by striking the period 
at the end and inserting a semicolon; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(29) the term ‘de-escalation’ means taking 

action or communicating verbally or non- 
verbally during a potential force encounter 
in an attempt to stabilize the situation and 
reduce the immediacy of the threat so that 
more time, options, and resources can be 
called upon to resolve the situation without 
the use of force or with a reduction in the 
force necessary; 

‘‘(30) the term ‘mental or behavioral health 
or suicidal crisis’— 

‘‘(A) means a situation in which the behav-
ior of a person— 

‘‘(i) puts the person at risk of hurting him-
self or herself or others; or 

‘‘(ii) impairs or prevents the person from 
being able to care for himself or herself or 
function effectively in the community; and 

‘‘(B) includes a situation in which a per-
son— 

‘‘(i) is under the influence of a drug or al-
cohol, is suicidal, or experiences symptoms 
of a mental illness; or 

‘‘(ii) may exhibit symptoms, including 
emotional reactions (such as fear or anger), 
psychological impairments (such as inability 
to focus, confusion, or psychosis), and behav-
ioral reactions (such as the trigger of a 
freeze, fight, or flight response); 

‘‘(31) the term ‘disability’ has the meaning 
given that term in section 3 of the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 
12102); 

‘‘(32) the term ‘crisis intervention team’ 
means a collaborative, interdisciplinary 
team that brings together specially trained 
law enforcement officers, mental health pro-
viders, and other community stakeholders to 
respond to mental health-related calls, use 
appropriate de-escalation techniques, and as-
sess if referral to services or transport for 
mental health evaluation is appropriate; and 

‘‘(33) the term ‘covered mental health pro-
fessional’ means a mental health profes-
sional working on a crisis intervention 
team— 

‘‘(A) as an employee of a law enforcement 
agency; or 

‘‘(B) under a legal agreement with a law 
enforcement agency.’’. 

(b) COPS PROGRAM.—Section 1701 of title I 
of the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe 
Streets Act of 1968 (34 U.S.C. 10381) is amend-
ed by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(n) TRAINING IN ALTERNATIVES TO USE OF 
FORCE, DE-ESCALATION TECHNIQUES, AND 
MENTAL AND BEHAVIORAL HEALTH CRISES.— 

‘‘(1) TRAINING CURRICULA.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 

after the date of enactment of this sub-
section, the Attorney General shall develop 
training curricula or identify effective exist-
ing training curricula for law enforcement 
officers and for covered mental health pro-
fessionals regarding— 

‘‘(i) de-escalation tactics and alternatives 
to use of force; 

‘‘(ii) safely responding to an individual ex-
periencing a mental or behavioral health or 
suicidal crisis or an individual with a dis-
ability, including techniques and strategies 
that are designed to protect the safety of 
that individual, law enforcement officers, 
mental health professionals, and the public; 

‘‘(iii) successfully participating on a crisis 
intervention team; and 

‘‘(iv) making referrals to community-based 
mental and behavioral health services and 
support, housing assistance programs, public 
benefits programs, the National Suicide Pre-
vention Lifeline, and other services. 

‘‘(B) REQUIREMENTS.—The training cur-
ricula developed or identified under this 
paragraph shall include— 

‘‘(i) scenario-based exercises; 
‘‘(ii) pre-training and post-training tests to 

assess relevant knowledge and skills covered 
in the training curricula; and 

‘‘(iii) follow-up evaluative assessments to 
determine the degree to which participants 
in the training apply, in their jobs, the 
knowledge and skills gained in the training. 

‘‘(C) CONSULTATION.—The Attorney General 
shall develop and identify training curricula 
under this paragraph in consultation with 
relevant law enforcement agencies of States 
and units of local government, associations 
that represent individuals with mental or be-
havioral health diagnoses or individuals with 
disabilities, labor organizations, professional 
law enforcement organizations, local law en-
forcement labor and representative organiza-
tions, law enforcement trade associations, 
mental health and suicide prevention organi-
zations, family advocacy organizations, and 
civil rights and civil liberties groups. 

‘‘(2) CERTIFIED PROGRAMS AND COURSES.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 

after the date on which training curricula 
are developed or identified under paragraph 
(1)(A), the Attorney General shall establish a 
process to— 

‘‘(i) certify training programs and courses 
offered by public and private entities to law 
enforcement officers or covered mental 
health professionals using 1 or more of the 
training curricula developed or identified 
under paragraph (1), or equivalents to such 
training curricula, which may include certi-
fying a training program or course that an 
entity began offering on or before the date 
on which the Attorney General establishes 
the process; and 

‘‘(ii) terminate the certification of a train-
ing program or course if the program or 
course fails to continue to meet the stand-
ards under the training curricula developed 
or identified under paragraph (1). 

‘‘(B) PARTNERSHIPS WITH MENTAL HEALTH 
ORGANIZATIONS AND EDUCATIONAL INSTITU-
TIONS.—Not later than 180 days after the date 
on which training curricula are developed or 
identified under paragraph (1)(A), the Attor-
ney General shall develop criteria to ensure 
that public and private entities that offer 
training programs or courses that are cer-
tified under subparagraph (A) collaborate 
with local mental health organizations to— 

‘‘(i) enhance the training experience of law 
enforcement officers through consultation 
with and the participation of individuals 
with mental or behavioral health diagnoses 
or disabilities, particularly such individuals 
who have interacted with law enforcement 
officers; and 

‘‘(ii) strengthen relationships between 
health care services and law enforcement 
agencies. 

‘‘(3) TRANSITIONAL REGIONAL TRAINING PRO-
GRAMS FOR STATE AND LOCAL AGENCY PER-
SONNEL.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—During the period begin-
ning on the date on which the Attorney Gen-
eral establishes the process required under 
paragraph (2)(A) and ending on the date that 
is 18 months after that date, the Attorney 
General shall, and thereafter the Attorney 
General may, provide, in collaboration with 
law enforcement training academies of 
States and units of local government as ap-
propriate, regional training to equip per-
sonnel from law enforcement agencies of 
States and units of local government in a 
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State to offer training programs or courses 
certified under paragraph (2)(A). 

‘‘(B) CONTINUING EDUCATION.—The Attorney 
General shall develop and implement con-
tinuing education requirements for per-
sonnel from law enforcement agencies of 
States and units of local government who re-
ceive training to offer training programs or 
courses under subparagraph (A). 

‘‘(4) LIST.—Not later than 1 year after the 
Attorney General completes the activities 
described in paragraphs (1) and (2), the At-
torney General shall publish a list of law en-
forcement agencies of States and units of 
local government employing law enforce-
ment officers or using covered mental health 
professionals who have successfully com-
pleted a course using 1 or more of the train-
ing curricula developed or identified under 
paragraph (1), or equivalents to such train-
ing curricula, which shall include— 

‘‘(A) the total number of law enforcement 
officers that are employed by the agency; 

‘‘(B) the number of such law enforcement 
officers who have completed such a course; 

‘‘(C) whether personnel from the law en-
forcement agency have been trained to offer 
training programs or courses under para-
graph (3); 

‘‘(D) the total number of covered mental 
health professionals who work with the 
agency; and 

‘‘(E) the number of such covered mental 
health professionals who have completed 
such a course. 

‘‘(5) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this subsection— 

‘‘(A) $3,000,000 for fiscal year 2023; 
‘‘(B) $20,000,000 for fiscal year 2024; 
‘‘(C) $10,000,000 for fiscal year 2025; and 
‘‘(D) $1,000,000 for fiscal year 2026.’’. 
(c) BYRNE JAG PROGRAM.—Subpart 1 of 

part E of title I of the Omnibus Crime Con-
trol and Safe Streets Act of 1968 (34 U.S.C. 
10151 et seq.) is amended— 

(1) by redesignating section 508 as section 
509; and 

(2) by inserting after section 507 the fol-
lowing: 
‘‘SEC. 508. LAW ENFORCEMENT TRAINING PRO-

GRAMS. 
‘‘(a) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term 

‘certified training program or course’ means 
a program or course using 1 or more of the 
training curricula developed or identified 
under section 1701(n)(1), or equivalents to 
such training curricula— 

‘‘(1) that is provided by the Attorney Gen-
eral under section 1701(n)(3); or 

‘‘(2) that is— 
‘‘(A) provided by a public or private entity, 

including the personnel of a law enforcement 
agency or law enforcement training academy 
of a State or unit of local government who 
have been trained to offer training programs 
or courses under section 1701(n)(3); and 

‘‘(B) certified by the Attorney General 
under section 1701(n)(2). 

‘‘(b) AUTHORITY.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days 

after the Attorney General completes the ac-
tivities required by paragraphs (1) and (2) of 
section 1701(n), the Attorney General shall, 
from amounts made available to fund train-
ing programs pursuant to subsection (h), 
make grants to States for use by the State 
or a unit of government located in the State 
to— 

‘‘(A) pay for— 
‘‘(i) costs associated with conducting a cer-

tified training program or course or, subject 
to paragraph (2), a certified training program 
or course that provides continuing edu-
cation; and 

‘‘(ii) attendance by law enforcement offi-
cers or covered mental health professionals 
at a certified training program or course, in-

cluding a course provided by a law enforce-
ment training academy of a State or unit of 
local government; 

‘‘(B) procure a certified training program 
or course or, subject to paragraph (2), a cer-
tified training program or course that pro-
vides continuing education on 1 or more of 
the topics described in section 1701(n)(1)(A); 

‘‘(C) in the case of a law enforcement agen-
cy of a unit of local government that em-
ploys fewer than 50 employees (determined 
on a full-time equivalent basis), pay for the 
costs of overtime accrued as a result of the 
attendance of a law enforcement officer or 
covered mental health professional at a cer-
tified training program or course for which 
the costs associated with conducting the cer-
tified training program or course are paid 
using amounts provided under this section; 

‘‘(D) pay for the costs of developing mecha-
nisms to comply with the reporting require-
ments established under subsection (d), in an 
amount not to exceed 5 percent of the total 
amount of the grant award; and 

‘‘(E) pay for the costs associated with par-
ticipation in the voluntary National Use-of- 
Force Data Collection of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation, in an amount not to exceed 
5 percent of the total amount of the grant 
award, if a law enforcement agency of the 
State or unit of local government is not al-
ready reporting to the National Use-of-Force 
Data Collection. 

‘‘(2) REQUIREMENTS FOR USE FOR CONTINUING 
EDUCATION.— 

‘‘(A) DEFINITION.—In this paragraph, the 
term ‘covered topic’ means a topic covered 
under the curricula developed or identified 
under clause (i), (ii), or (iv) of section 
1701(n)(1)(A). 

‘‘(B) REQUIREMENT TO PROVIDE INITIAL 
TRAINING.—A State or unit of local govern-
ment shall ensure that all officers who have 
been employed with the State or unit of 
local government for at least 2 years have re-
ceived training as part of a certified training 
program or course on all covered topics be-
fore the State or unit of local government 
uses amounts received under a grant under 
paragraph (1) for continuing education with 
respect to any covered topic. 

‘‘(C) START DATE OF AVAILABILITY OF FUND-
ING.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Subject to clause (ii), a 
State or unit of local government may not 
use amounts received under a grant under 
paragraph (1) for continuing education with 
respect to a covered topic until the date that 
is 2 years after the date of enactment of the 
Law Enforcement De-Escalation Training 
Act of 2022. 

‘‘(ii) EXCEPTION.—A State or unit of local 
government may use amounts received under 
a grant under paragraph (1) for continuing 
education with respect to a covered topic 
during the 2-year period beginning on the 
date of enactment of the Law Enforcement 
De-Escalation Training Act of 2022 if the 
State or unit of local government has com-
plied with subparagraph (B) using amounts 
available to the State or unit of local gov-
ernment other than amounts received under 
a grant under paragraph (1). 

‘‘(3) MAINTAINING RELATIONSHIPS WITH 
LOCAL MENTAL HEALTH ORGANIZATIONS.—A 
State or unit of local government that re-
ceives funds under this section shall estab-
lish and maintain relationships between law 
enforcement officers and local mental health 
organizations and health care services. 

‘‘(c) ALLOCATION OF FUNDS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Of the total amount ap-

propriated to carry out this section for a fis-
cal year, the Attorney General shall allocate 
funds to each State in proportion to the 
total number of law enforcement officers in 
the State that are employed by the State or 
a unit of local government within the State, 

as compared to the total number of law en-
forcement officers in the United States. 

‘‘(2) RETENTION OF FUNDS FOR TRAINING FOR 
STATE LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS PROPOR-
TIONAL TO NUMBER OF STATE OFFICERS.—Each 
fiscal year, each State may retain, for use 
for the purposes described in this section, 
from the total amount of funds provided to 
the State under paragraph (1) an amount 
that is not more than the amount that bears 
the same ratio to such total amount as the 
ratio of— 

‘‘(A) the total number of law enforcement 
officers employed by the State; to 

‘‘(B) the total number of law enforcement 
officers in the State that are employed by 
the State or a unit of local government with-
in the State. 

‘‘(3) PROVISION OF FUNDS FOR TRAINING FOR 
LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—A State shall make 
available to units of local government in the 
State for the purposes described in this sec-
tion the amounts remaining after a State re-
tains funds under paragraph (2). 

‘‘(B) ADDITIONAL USES.—A State may, with 
the approval of a unit of local government, 
use the funds allocated to the unit of local 
government under subparagraph (A)— 

‘‘(i) to facilitate offering a certified train-
ing program or course or, subject to sub-
section (b)(2), a certified training program or 
course that provide continuing education in 
1 or more of the topics described in section 
1701(n)(1)(A) to law enforcement officers em-
ployed by the unit of local government; or 

‘‘(ii) for the costs of training local law en-
forcement officers, including through law en-
forcement training academies of States and 
units of local government, to conduct a cer-
tified training program or course. 

‘‘(C) CONSULTATION.—The Attorney Gen-
eral, in consultation with relevant law en-
forcement agencies of States and units of 
local government, associations that rep-
resent individuals with mental or behavioral 
health diagnoses or individuals with disabil-
ities, labor organizations, professional law 
enforcement organizations, local law en-
forcement labor and representative organiza-
tions, law enforcement trade associations, 
mental health and suicide prevention organi-
zations, family advocacy organizations, and 
civil rights and civil liberties groups, shall 
develop criteria governing the allocation of 
funds to units of local government under this 
paragraph, which shall ensure that the funds 
are distributed as widely as practicable in 
terms of geographical location and to both 
large and small law enforcement agencies of 
units of local government. 

‘‘(D) ANNOUNCEMENT OF ALLOCATIONS.—Not 
later than 30 days after the date on which a 
State receives an award under paragraph (1), 
the State shall announce the allocations of 
funds to units of local government under 
subparagraph (A). A State shall submit to 
the Attorney General a report explaining 
any delays in the announcement of alloca-
tions under this subparagraph. 

‘‘(d) REPORTING.— 
‘‘(1) UNITS OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT.—Any 

unit of local government that receives funds 
from a State under subsection (c)(3) for a 
certified training program or course shall 
submit to the State or the Attorney General 
an annual report with respect to the first fis-
cal year during which the unit of local gov-
ernment receives such funds and each of the 
2 fiscal years thereafter that— 

‘‘(A) shall include the number of law en-
forcement officers employed by the unit of 
local government that have completed a cer-
tified training program or course, including 
a certified training program or course pro-
vided on or before the date on which the At-
torney General begins certifying training 
programs and courses under section 
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1701(n)(2), the topics covered in those 
courses, and the number of officers who re-
ceived training in each topic; 

‘‘(B) may, at the election of the unit of 
local government, include the number of law 
enforcement officers employed by the unit of 
local government that have completed a cer-
tified training program or course using funds 
provided from a source other than the grants 
described under subsection (b), the topics 
covered in those courses, and the number of 
officers who received training in each topic; 

‘‘(C) shall include the total number of law 
enforcement officers employed by the unit of 
local government; 

‘‘(D) shall include a description of any bar-
riers to providing training on the topics de-
scribed in section 1701(n)(1)(A); 

‘‘(E) shall include information gathered 
through— 

‘‘(i) pre-training and post-training tests 
that assess relevant knowledge and skills 
covered in the training curricula, as speci-
fied in section 1701(n)(1); and 

‘‘(ii) follow-up evaluative assessments to 
determine the degree to which participants 
in the training apply, in their jobs, the 
knowledge and skills gained in the training; 
and 

‘‘(F) shall include the amount of funds re-
ceived by the unit of local government under 
subsection (c)(3) and a tentative plan for 
training all law enforcement officers em-
ployed by the unit of local government using 
available and anticipated funds. 

‘‘(2) STATES.—A State receiving funds 
under this section shall submit to the Attor-
ney General— 

‘‘(A) any report the State receives from a 
unit of local government under paragraph 
(1); and 

‘‘(B) if the State retains funds under sub-
section (c)(2) for a fiscal year, a report by the 
State for that fiscal year, and each of the 2 
fiscal years thereafter— 

‘‘(i) indicating the number of law enforce-
ment officers employed by the State that 
have completed a certified training program 
or course, including a certified training pro-
gram or course provided on or before the 
date on which the Attorney General begins 
certifying training programs or courses 
under section 1701(n)(2), the topics covered in 
those courses, and the number of officers 
who received training in each topic, includ-
ing, at the election of the State, a certified 
training program or course using funds pro-
vided from a source other than the grants de-
scribed under subsection (b); 

‘‘(ii) indicating the total number of law en-
forcement officers employed by the State; 

‘‘(iii) providing information gathered 
through— 

‘‘(I) pre-training and post-training tests 
that assess relevant knowledge and skills 
covered in the training curricula, as speci-
fied in section 1701(n)(1); and 

‘‘(II) follow-up evaluative assessments to 
determine the degree to which participants 
in the training apply, in their jobs, the 
knowledge and skills gained in the training; 

‘‘(iv) discussing any barriers to providing 
training on the topics described in section 
1701(n)(1)(A); and 

‘‘(v) indicating the amount of funding re-
tained by the State under subsection (c)(2) 
and providing a tentative plan for training 
all law enforcement officers employed by the 
State using available and anticipated funds. 

‘‘(3) REPORTING TOOLS.—Not later than 180 
days after the date of enactment of this sec-
tion, the Attorney General shall develop a 
portal through which the data required 
under paragraphs (1) and (2) may be collected 
and submitted. 

‘‘(4) REPORTS ON THE USE OF DE-ESCALATION 
TACTICS AND OTHER TECHNIQUES.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Attorney General, 
in consultation with the Director of the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation, relevant law 
enforcement agencies of States and units of 
local government, associations that rep-
resent individuals with mental or behavioral 
health diagnoses or individuals with disabil-
ities, labor organizations, professional law 
enforcement organizations, local law en-
forcement labor and representative organiza-
tions, law enforcement trade associations, 
mental health and suicide prevention organi-
zations, family advocacy organizations, and 
civil rights and civil liberties groups, shall 
establish— 

‘‘(i) reporting requirements on interactions 
in which de-escalation tactics and other 
techniques in curricula developed or identi-
fied under section 1701(n)(1) are used by each 
law enforcement agency that receives fund-
ing under this section; and 

‘‘(ii) mechanisms for each law enforcement 
agency to submit such reports to the Depart-
ment of Justice. 

‘‘(B) REPORTING REQUIREMENTS.—The re-
quirements developed under subparagraph 
(A) shall— 

‘‘(i) specify— 
‘‘(I) the circumstances under which an 

interaction shall be reported, considering— 
‘‘(aa) the cost of collecting and reporting 

the information; and 
‘‘(bb) the value of that information for de-

termining whether— 
‘‘(AA) the objectives of the training have 

been met; and 
‘‘(BB) the training reduced or eliminated 

the risk of serious physical injury to officers, 
subjects, and third parties; and 

‘‘(II) the demographic and other relevant 
information about the officer and subjects 
involved in the interaction that shall be in-
cluded in such a report; and 

‘‘(ii) require such reporting be done in a 
manner that— 

‘‘(I) is in compliance with all applicable 
Federal and State confidentiality laws; and 

‘‘(II) does not disclose the identities of law 
enforcement officers, subjects, or third par-
ties. 

‘‘(C) REVIEW OF REPORTING REQUIRE-
MENTS.—Not later than 2 years after the date 
of enactment of this section, and every 2 
years thereafter, the Attorney General, in 
consultation with the entities specified 
under subparagraph (A), shall review and 
consider updates to the reporting require-
ments. 

‘‘(5) FAILURE TO REPORT.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—An entity receiving 

funds under this section that fails to file a 
report as required under paragraph (1) or (2), 
as applicable and as determined by the At-
torney General, shall not be eligible to re-
ceive funds under this section for a period of 
2 fiscal years. 

‘‘(B) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
subparagraph (A) shall be construed to pro-
hibit a State that fails to file a report as re-
quired under paragraph (2), and is not eligi-
ble to receive funds under this section, from 
making funding available to a unit of local 
government of the State under subsection 
(c)(3), if the unit of local government has 
complied with the reporting requirements. 

‘‘(e) ATTORNEY GENERAL REPORTS.— 
‘‘(1) IMPLEMENTATION REPORT.—Not later 

than 2 years after the date of enactment of 
this section, and each year thereafter in 
which grants are made under this section, 
the Attorney General shall submit a report 
to Congress on the implementation of activi-
ties carried out under this section. 

‘‘(2) CONTENTS.—Each report under para-
graph (1) shall include, at a minimum, infor-
mation on— 

‘‘(A) the number, amounts, and recipients 
of awards the Attorney General has made or 

intends to make using funds authorized 
under this section; 

‘‘(B) the selection criteria the Attorney 
General has used or intends to use to select 
recipients of awards using funds authorized 
under this section; 

‘‘(C) the number of law enforcement offi-
cers of a State or unit of local government 
who were not able to receive training on the 
topics described in section 1701(n)(1)(A) due 
to unavailability of funds and the amount of 
funds that would be required to complete the 
training; and 

‘‘(D) the nature, frequency, and amount of 
information that the Attorney General has 
collected or intends to collect under sub-
section (d). 

‘‘(3) PRIVACY PROTECTIONS.—A report under 
paragraph (1) shall not disclose the identities 
of individual law enforcement officers who 
received, or did not receive, training under a 
certified training program or course. 

‘‘(f) NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF JUSTICE 
STUDY.— 

‘‘(1) STUDY AND REPORT.—Not later than 2 
years after the first grant award using funds 
authorized under this section, the National 
Institute of Justice shall conduct a study of 
the implementation of training under a cer-
tified training program or course in at least 
6 jurisdictions representing an array of agen-
cy sizes and geographic locations, which 
shall include— 

‘‘(A) a process evaluation of training im-
plementation, which shall include an anal-
ysis of the share of officers who participated 
in the training, the degree to which the 
training was administered in accordance 
with the curriculum, and the fidelity with 
which the training was applied in the field; 
and 

‘‘(B) an impact evaluation of the training, 
which shall include an analysis of the impact 
of the training on interactions between law 
enforcement officers and the public, any fac-
tors that prevent or preclude law enforce-
ment officers from successfully de-escalating 
law enforcement interactions, and any rec-
ommendations on modifications to the train-
ing curricula and methods that could im-
prove outcomes. 

‘‘(2) NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF JUSTICE ACCESS 
TO PORTAL.—For the purposes of preparing 
the report under paragraph (1), the National 
Institute of Justice shall have direct access 
to the portal developed under subsection 
(d)(3). 

‘‘(3) PRIVACY PROTECTIONS.—The study 
under paragraph (1) shall not disclose the 
identities of individual law enforcement offi-
cers who received, or did not receive, train-
ing under a certified training program or 
course. 

‘‘(4) FUNDING.—Not more than 1 percent of 
the amount appropriated to carry out this 
section during any fiscal year shall be made 
available to conduct the study under para-
graph (1). 

‘‘(g) GAO REPORT.— 
‘‘(1) STUDY AND REPORT.—Not later than 3 

years after the first grant award using funds 
authorized under this section, the Comp-
troller General of the United States shall re-
view the grant program under this section 
and submit to Congress a report assessing 
the grant program, including— 

‘‘(A) the process for developing and identi-
fying curricula under section 1701(n)(1), in-
cluding the effectiveness of the consultation 
by the Attorney General with the agencies, 
associations, and organizations identified 
under section 1701(n)(1)(C); 

‘‘(B) the certification of training programs 
and courses under section 1701(n)(2), includ-
ing the development of the process for cer-
tification and its implementation; 

‘‘(C) the training of law enforcement per-
sonnel under section 1701(n)(3), including the 
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geographic distribution of the agencies that 
employ the personnel receiving the training 
and the sizes of those agencies; 

‘‘(D) the allocation of funds under sub-
section (c), including the geographic dis-
tribution of the agencies that receive funds 
and the degree to which both large and small 
agencies receive funds; and 

‘‘(E) the amount of funding distributed to 
agencies compared with the amount appro-
priated under this section, the amount spent 
for training, and whether plans have been 
put in place by the recipient agencies to use 
unspent available funds. 

‘‘(2) GAO ACCESS TO PORTAL.—For the pur-
poses of preparing the report under para-
graph (1), the Comptroller General of the 
United States shall have direct access to the 
portal developed under subsection (d)(3). 

‘‘(h) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section— 

‘‘(1) $40,000,000 for fiscal year 2025; and 
‘‘(2) $50,000,000 for fiscal year 2026.’’. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The bill 

shall be debatable for 1 hour equally di-
vided and controlled by the chair and 
ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary or their re-
spective designees. 

The gentleman from New York (Mr. 
NADLER) and the gentleman from Ari-
zona (Mr. BIGGS) each will control 30 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from New York (Mr. NADLER). 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
sert extraneous material on S. 4003. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, S. 4003, the Law En-
forcement De-Escalation Training Act 
of 2022, is bipartisan legislation that 
would improve training for law en-
forcement officers, including training 
on using alternatives to force and de- 
escalation tactics. 

This bill was previously brought to 
the floor under suspension of the rules, 
but it failed to garner the necessary 
two-thirds majority support. I was dis-
appointed to see some of my Repub-
lican colleagues continue to lead ef-
forts to withhold desperately needed 
training resources from law enforce-
ment officers. 

I am hopeful that my colleagues on 
the other side of the aisle may have 
had more time to consider the signifi-
cance and importance of passing this 
critical legislation to not only improve 
policing practices through increased 
training, but also to make our commu-
nities safer by ensuring individuals in 
crisis receive the help they need. 

Law enforcement officers are often 
the first responders to individuals in 
crisis. While we have worked to de-
velop and implement non-law enforce-
ment crisis response services, there 
continues to be a need to train and 

equip law enforcement officers to de- 
escalate interactions and divert indi-
viduals to appropriate mental and be-
havioral health services. 

Additionally, there is a need to pro-
vide officers and crisis response teams 
the tools they need to understand and 
respond to individuals with disabil-
ities. One study found that disabled in-
dividuals make up one-third to one- 
half of all people killed by law enforce-
ment officers. 

Reforms to law enforcement, includ-
ing de-escalation training, both im-
prove public safety and reduce crime. A 
study of the Louisville, Kentucky, po-
lice department found that de-esca-
lation training reduced use-of-force in-
cidents by 28 percent and community 
member injuries by 26 percent. Officer 
injuries were reduced by an even larger 
margin of 36 percent. 

S. 4003 would require the Department 
of Justice’s Office of Community Ori-
ented Policing Services to consult with 
a broad range of stakeholders in devel-
oping the training curriculum, includ-
ing law enforcement and behavioral 
health groups, as well as civil rights 
and civil liberties groups and associa-
tions that represent individuals with 
disabilities. 

This bill also requires the National 
Institute of Justice and the Govern-
ment Accountability Office to evaluate 
the implementation of the program and 
the effect of the training to ensure that 
the curricula have a tangible impact on 
law enforcement encounters with peo-
ple in crisis and to identify possible 
changes that would further improve 
outcomes. 

This bipartisan bill has broad support 
from law enforcement, mental health, 
and community advocacy groups, and 
would improve public safety by devel-
oping and implementing evidence- 
based de-escalation training for law en-
forcement officers. 

I thank Senator CORNYN for intro-
ducing this bill and former Congress-
woman Karen Bass for leading the 
House version of this important legis-
lation. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support the bill, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in opposition to S. 
4003, the Law Enforcement De-Esca-
lation Training Act of 2022, which 
would duplicate existing programs. 

S. 4003 creates a new Federal grant 
program to provide training for law en-
forcement officers on de-escalation 
techniques, participation in crisis 
intervention teams, making referrals 
to community-based service providers 
safely responding to individuals in a 
behavioral or mental health crisis, and 
alternatives to use of force. 

It requires the Department of Justice 
to develop training curriculum in col-
laboration with mental health pro-
viders, law enforcement agencies, civil 
rights organizations, and other stake-
holders. 

It also authorizes $133 million in new 
money over the next 4 years with no 
offsets. 

There are several problems with this 
legislation. First, the COPS Office at 
the Justice Department currently 
funds programs that already do what 
this bill purports to support. 

b 1845 
For instance, the COPS Office funds 

the Community Policing Development 
De-escalation Training program 
through two different mechanisms. 

Through one mechanism, the COPS 
Office provides $3 million over the next 
2 years for the expansion of a network 
of regional centers to provide nation-
ally certified de-escalation training op-
portunities for law enforcement. 

The other mechanism, Law Enforce-
ment Agency De-escalation Grants, 
provides nearly $12 million in grant 
funding over the next 2 years to sup-
port whole agency de-escalation, im-
plicit bias, and duty-to-intervene train-
ing efforts. 

These programs are appropriated and 
up and running as we speak tonight. 

We should not be creating new pro-
grams that are duplicative of current 
programs without at least examining 
the efficacy of the currently funded 
programs. 

Second, this legislation represents a 
departure from traditional law enforce-
ment techniques, one that advances a 
soft-on-crime approach. 

In recent years, these kinds of ap-
proaches to fighting crime have been a 
boon to criminals and have led to our 
current crime epidemic. 

We need to seriously address this 
crime epidemic, not fund duplicative 
programs that would keep cops in cars. 

Finally, this bill is yet another step 
in federalizing our local police depart-
ments. 

The bill imposes onerous reporting 
requirements that would be created 
with input from liberal special interest 
groups which can amount to a back-
door way to defund the police. 

Law enforcement organizations that 
fail to meet rigorous reporting require-
ments created by input from some or-
ganizations that advocated for 
defunding the police would lose train-
ing funding under these programs for 2 
years. 

Local policing is a function of local 
government. The Federal Government 
should not be imposing its will over 
these departments and expanding its 
spending program with this bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
oppose this legislation, and I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. CORREA), a distinguished 
member of the Committee on the Judi-
ciary. 

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in strong support of the Law En-
forcement De-Escalation Act that will 
add additional funding for our local po-
lice officers. In my local police agen-
cies, they are asking for this funding, 
they are asking for additional training. 
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Today, the job of a police officer goes 

beyond protecting our family. Today, 
we are asking police officers, protect 
our families and address mental health 
issues and address substance abuse 
issues and address the issue of home-
lessness. We have watched in horror on 
television as situations get out of con-
trol because police officers are not 
trained to deal with these issues on a 
day-to-day basis. 

It is time to make a difference. It is 
time to train our peace officers to do 
the job that we hired them to do, which 
is protect our families and to address 
the local issues, to address the new 
jobs that we have asked them to take 
on. 

This bill will assure that our peace 
officers are trained and prepared to 
handle the situations they encounter 
on a day-to-day basis. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
please support additional funding that 
our local police officers and local po-
lice agencies are asking for. 

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I include 
in the RECORD letters in support of this 
legislation from the Louisiana Sheriffs’ 
Association, the Major Cities Chiefs 
Association, the National Fraternal 
Order of Police, the American Conserv-
ative Union, the American Academy of 
Social Work and Social Welfare, the 
American Association for Psycho-
analysis and Clinical Social Work, the 
American Association of Psychiatric 
Pharmacists, the American Associa-
tion of Health and Disability, the 
American Foundation for Suicide Pre-
vention, the American Group Psycho-
therapy Association, the American 
Psychiatric Association, the American 
Psychological Association, the Anxiety 
and Depression Association of America, 
the Association for Ambulatory Behav-
ioral Healthcare, the Children and 
Adults with Attention-Deficit/Hyper-
activity Disorder, Depression and Bipo-
lar Support Alliance, the Maternal 
Mental Health Leadership Alliance, the 
Meadows Mental Health Policy Insti-
tute, NAADAC, the Association for Ad-
diction Professionals, the National Al-
liance on Mental Illness, the National 
Alliance to Advance Adolescent 
Health, the National Association for 
Children’s Behavioral Health, the Na-
tional Board for Certified Counselors, 
the National Council for Mental 
Wellbeing, the National Eating Dis-
orders Association, the National Fed-
eration of Families, and National Net-
work of Depression Centers, Catholic 
Charities USA, Catholic Prison Min-
istry Coalition, the Committee on Do-
mestic Justice and Human Develop-
ment, United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops, the Center for Public 
Justice, the Jesuit Conference Office of 
Justice and Ecology, the National As-
sociation of Evangelicals, the National 
Latino Evangelical Coalition, National 
Hispanic Christian Leadership Coali-
tion, and the Prison Fellowship. 

LOUISIANA SHERIFFS’ ASSOCIATION, 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, October 19, 2022. 

Hon. STEVE SCALISE, 
House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR HONORABLE STEVE SCALISE: On behalf 
of Louisiana’s 64 sheriffs and the over 14,000 
deputies they serve, I am writing you today 
to express our strong support for the bi-par-
tisan Law Enforcement De-Escalation Train-
ing Act which passed the Senate by Unani-
mous Consent on August 1, 2022. This legisla-
tion seeks to amend the Omnibus Crime Con-
trol and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to provide 
for training on alternatives to use of force, 
including de-escalation and mental and be-
havioral health and suicidal crises training. 

As you know, Louisiana currently has a 
population of approximately 4.52 million peo-
ple. According to the most recent Substance 
Abuse and Mental Health Services Adminis-
tration Behavioral Health Barometer, close 
to 5.6 percent of adults (253,120) in our state 
live with serious mental health conditions 
such as schizophrenia, bipolar disorder, and 
major depression. During 2017–2019, the an-
nual average prevalence of past-year serious 
thoughts of suicide was 4.4 percent. Yet, only 
39.5 percent of adults with mental illness in 
Louisiana receive any form of treatment 
from either the public system or private pro-
viders. The remaining 60.5 percent receive no 
mental health treatment. Furthermore, ac-
cording to Mental Health America, Lou-
isiana is ranked 35th out of the 50 states and 
Washington D.C. for providing access to 
mental health services. 

Despite our sheriffs best efforts to train 
our deputies in incident response that in-
cludes deescalation, problem solving, and 
mental health awareness, we are asking Lou-
isiana’s law enforcement community to com-
pensate for an overworked mental and be-
havioral health system. If we are going to 
ensure more citizens who are in need of men-
tal healthcare receive such care when they 
encounter a deputy, we need to ensure our 
deputies have the tools and training to help 
facilitate this transition to care. This is why 
the Law Enforcement De-Escalation Train-
ing Act is so important. 

For the first time, the Law Enforcement 
De-Escalation Training Act would provide 
federal support for Louisiana’s sheriff offices 
to adopt de-escalation training to respond 
more effectively to people suffering with a 
mental or behavioral crises. It would require 
the Attorney General to develop de-esca-
lation training curricula, authorize annual 
grant funding for training, evaluate imple-
mentation to improve trainings and out-
comes and foster greater collaboration with 
community mental and behavioral support 
centers. The legislation also enjoys the sup-
port ofthe National Sheriffs’ Association, the 
Major Country Sheriff’s Association, the Na-
tional Criminal Justice Association along 
with the National Association for Rural 
Mental Health, The Anxiety and Depression 
Association of America, and the Meadows 
Mental Health Policy Institute. 

Senator John Cornyn, one of the lead spon-
sors of the Law Enforcement De-Escalation 
Training Act put it best when he stated ‘‘We 
ask law enforcement in our communities to 
wear too many hats, including that of men-
tal health provider, and they often do not 
have enough resources or training to provide 
the level of care individuals in crisis need.’’ 
With your support, the House of Representa-
tives has an opportunity to fix this, and we 
hope it can do so before the end of the year. 

Thank you for your continued efforts in 
support of Louisiana’s law enforcement com-
munity. We look forward to working with 

you to ensure this critical legislation’s en-
actment. 

Sincerely, 
MICHAEL RANATZA, 

Executive Director. 

MAJOR CITIES CHIEFS ASSOCIATION, 
April 05, 2022. 

Hon. JOHN CORNYN, 
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC. 
Hon. SHELDON WHITEHOUSE, 
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC. 

DEAR SENATOR CORNYN AND SENATOR 
WHITEHOUSE: I am writing on behalf of the 
Major Cities Chiefs Association (MCCA) to 
register our support for S. 4003, the Law En-
forcement De-Escalation Training Act of 
2022. The MCCA is a professional organiza-
tion of law enforcement executives rep-
resenting the largest cities in the United 
States and Canada. 

The MCCA is a leader in national policy 
debates on policing reform and, in January 
2021, released a comprehensive report that 
addressed a number of topics, including 
training. This report recommended that all 
law enforcement officers undergo training on 
de-escalation tactics. 

De-escalation training is already a part of 
many MCCA members’ standard training 
curriculums. Law enforcement training is 
quite expensive, however, and the Law En-
forcement De-Escalation Training Act will 
provide critical grant funding to help offset 
the costs associated with de-escalation train-
ing. Furthermore, MCCA members will also 
be able to use these resources for continuing 
education. which will help further enhance 
existing de-escalation training programs. 

Thank you for your leadership on this 
issue and your continued support of law en-
forcement. Please do not hesitate to contact 
me if the MCCA can be of additional assist-
ance. 

Sincerely. 
JERI WILLIAMS, 

Chief, Phoenix Police Department, 
President, Major Cities Chiefs Association. 

NATIONAL FRATERNAL ORDER OF POLICE, 
Washington, DC, April 8, 2022. 

Hon. JOHN CORNYN III, 
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC. 
Hon. SHELDON WHITEHOUSE, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR SENATORS CORNYN AND WHITEHOUSE: I 
am writing on behalf of the members of the 
Fraternal Order of Police to advise you of 
our support for S. 4003, the ‘‘Law Enforce-
ment De-escalation Training Act.’’ 

Law enforcement officers face numerous 
challenges when responding to threats 
against public safety, and not all of these 
threats are necessarily criminal in nature. 
Police are on the front lines and are often 
called to deal with individuals experiencing 
mental illness, substance abuse issues, or 
similar psychological impairments who may 
become dangerous to themselves or to the 
public. Recent studies found that as many as 
ten percent of all law enforcement encoun-
ters involve individuals experiencing these 
issues. The Substance Abuse and Mental 
Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) 
has estimated that over 2 million individuals 
arrested each year are struggling with a seri-
ous mental illness. 

Your legislation would address this issue 
by providing $70 million in annual grant 
funding from the Edward Byrne Memorial 
Justice Assistance Grant (Byrne–JAG) to 
State and local law enforcement agencies to 
train officers in de-escalation tactics and al-
ternatives to the use of force. The U.S. De-
partment of Justice’s Office on Community 
Oriented Policing Services (COPS), through 
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consultation with State and local law en-
forcement agencies, would be required to de-
velop a curriculum of relevant training top-
ics, including de-escalation tactics, use of 
force alternatives, establishing and main-
taining crisis intervention teams, as well as 
how to safely respond to mental and behav-
ioral health crises using public benefits pro-
grams, housing assistance programs, and 
other relevant services. The funding from 
this bill will be used to cover the cost of 
training, attendance, overtime fees, and the 
procurement of certifications. Additionally, 
the National Institute of Justice (NIJ) and 
the Government Accountability Office (GAO) 
would study and evaluate the impacts of the 
training. This would ensure that the training 
has a meaningful, tangible impact on law en-
forcement encounters with individuals in 
crisis. 

The implementation of de-escalation tech-
niques would have a tremendous positive im-
pact on public safety and the relationship be-
tween the public and law enforcement offi-
cers. Numerous studies have shown that ci-
vilians base their perceptions of law enforce-
ment on their last encounter. Providing offi-
cers with the skills and training to avoid 
needless escalation of calls for service enable 
officers to protect the public more effec-
tively. This improved communication will 
create a better police force and safer commu-
nities. 

On behalf of the more than 364,000 members 
of the Fraternal Order of Police, we thank 
you both for your leadership on this impor-
tant issue. If I can provide any additional in-
formation about this bill, please do not hesi-
tate to contact me or Executive Director 
Jim Pasco in our Washington, DC office. 

Sincerely, 
PATRICK YOES, 
National President. 

AMERICAN CONSERVATIVE UNION, 
Alexandria, Virginia, September 29, 2022. 

Hon. JERROLD NADLER, 
Chairman, House Judiciary Committee, 
Washington, DC. 
Hon. JIM JORDAN, 
Ranking Member, House Judiciary Committee 

Rayburn HOB 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN NADLER AND RANKING 
MEMBER JORDAN: The American Conservative 
Union (’’ACU’’) is the nation’s oldest grass-
roots advocacy organization. Founded in 1964 
by William F. Buckley. we have a 50–plus- 
year track record of advancing policies that 
reduce the size and scope of government, ad-
vance liberty, and reduce burdens on fami-
lies. Criminal justice reform, if done prop-
erly, fits squarely within this rubric. 

ACU also strongly supports law enforce-
ment. We have asked our police officers to do 
more and more in recent years. Today, our 
men and women in blue are not only cops 
putting their lives on the line every day; 
they also serve as family, marriage and ad-
diction counselors, mental health respond-
ers, and social workers, too. As a result, offi-
cers have day-to-day interactions with peo-
ple in crisis, and this often escalates to the 
point that a use of force is necessary. Dees-
calation is an important skillset for officer 
safety as well as for those in crisis when 
they encounter law enforcement. 

Accordingly, we support the efforts of Sen-
ators John Cornyn (R–TX) and Sheldon 
Whitehouse (D–RI) to ensure that funding for 
de-escalation training is expanded. S. 4003 es-
tablishes funding through the Byrne Justice 
Assistance Grant (‘‘JAG’’) program totaling 
$90 million for two years to help state and 
local law enforcement obtain de-escalation 
crisis intervention training. This funding 
will be targeted to smaller law enforcement 
departments that would otherwise lack re-
sources for this type of training. 

It is notable that the curriculum will le-
verage the ‘‘train the trainer’’ model to 
allow a significant increase in training op-
portunities by having officers train their col-
leagues. Not only is this an efficient use of 
resources, it helps inculcate the lessons and 
values of de-escalation in the culture of the 
departments funded by this program. 

Finally, S. 4003 includes strong reporting 
and evaluation requirements on grants for 
the Department of Justice, the National In-
stitute of Justice, and the Government Ac-
countability Agency. ACU believes the jus-
tice system must be accountable for a wise 
use of tax dollars, and these requirements 
will ensure that state and local law enforce-
ment are effectively using their grants to 
serve their communities well. 

We believe S. 4003 would be a prudent use 
of taxpayer resources and as such, urge you 
to take this important legislation up as soon 
as possible. Should S. 4003 come to the floor, 
we will recommend to our colleagues at our 
sister organization, the ACU Foundation’s 
Center for Legislative Accountability, to 
score this bill positively. 

Respectfully, 
DAVID H. SAFAVIAN, 

General Counsel. 

August 3, 2022. 
Office of Senator JOHN CORNYN, 
Hart Senate Office Building, 
Washington, DC. 
Office of Senator SHELDON WHITEHOUSE, 
Hart Senate Office Building, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR SENATORS CORNYN AND WHITEHOUSE: 
Our faith-based organizations write to urge 
for broad co-sponsorship among your col-
leagues and the swift passage of the Law En-
forcement De-escalation Training Act of 2022 
(S.4003) as it would help police officers better 
serve vulnerable populations and keep our 
communities safe. Furthermore, this bill 
would promote a more restorative justice 
system that respects the God-given dignity 
of each person and promote safe commu-
nities for both law enforcement officers and 
residents. The bill would also provide law en-
forcement officers with the skills and tools 
needed to respond appropriately to the needs 
of the communities they protect and serve. 

Police officers respond every day to calls 
for service for men and women grappling 
with grave mental and behavioral health 
challenges. However, they are not consist-
ently trained to address these situations ef-
fectively. Inadequate training can under-
mine law enforcement officers’ wellbeing and 
job satisfaction, and increase incidents of ex-
cessive use of force that erodes public trust. 
Policymakers must better equip law enforce-
ment officers with evidence-based training 
for interactions with people in crisis that 
fosters community partnership, promotes 
understanding of mental illness, and 
prioritizes the lowest level of force necessary 
to keep communities safe. 

Several key provisions position the Law 
Enforcement De-escalation Training Act 
(S.4003) to be a catalyst for modernizing 
American policing. The legislation would 
create a new federal funding stream to pro-
vide training for law enforcement agencies 
on de-escalation techniques, on participation 
in crisis intervention teams, on making re-
ferrals to community-based service pro-
viders, on safely responding to individuals in 
a behavioral or mental health crisis, and on 
alternatives to use of force. Furthermore, 
the bill would advance transparency and ac-
countability to best practices through strong 
reporting and evaluation requirements from 
the Department of Justice, National Insti-
tute of Justice, and Government Account-
ability Office. To foster public trust, the De-
partment of Justice will develop training 

curriculum in collaboration with mental 
health providers, law enforcement agencies, 
civil rights organizations, and other stake-
holders. The legislation would provide fund-
ing for continuing education for law enforce-
ment officers to further refine their knowl-
edge and tactical skills beyond initial train-
ing requirements. 

We support the passage of the Law En-
forcement De-escalation Training Act of 2022 
as it would provide law enforcement officers 
the training needed to carefully respond to 
the needs of the community in a way that 
would promote human dignity and strength-
en public trust. 

Sincerely, 
Catholic Charities USA, 
Catholic Prison Ministry Coalition, 
Committee on Domestic Justice and 

Human Development, United States Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops, 

Center for Public Justice, 
Jesuit Conference Office of Justice and 

Ecology, 
National Association of Evangelicals, 
National Latino Evangelical Coalition, 
National Hispanic Christian Leadership 

Coalition, 
Prison Fellowship. 
Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1 

minute to the distinguished gentleman 
from Maryland (Mr. TRONE), the spon-
sor of the legislation. 

Mr. TRONE. Mr. Speaker, it is clear 
everybody supports this legislation. All 
of my police departments, all of my 
sheriffs, all support this legislation. 

I urge my colleagues to pass the Law 
Enforcement De-Escalation Training 
Act, a bill I am proud to co-lead with 
my friend, Los Angeles’ new mayor, 
Karen Bass. 

By funding improved training for po-
lice calls involving individuals suf-
fering from mental or behavioral 
health issues, we make our commu-
nities safer. 

Up to 10 percent of all police encoun-
ters involve a person experiencing seri-
ous mental health issues. 

This bill will equip our officers with 
skills that better secure the safety of 
our citizens and our first responders. 
That is what matters. 

De-escalation improves the trust be-
tween law enforcement and the com-
munity they are sworn to protect. That 
is what matters. 

Building safer communities and pro-
tecting lives. That is what matters. 

After passing unanimously in the 
Senate, this effort deserves similar 
support in the House. I thank Senators 
CORNYN and WHITEHOUSE, and Rep-
resentatives BASS, CHABOT, and ISSA 
for their leadership on this bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
LEVIN of Michigan). The time of the 
gentleman has expired. 

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield an 
additional 30 seconds to the gentleman. 

Mr. TRONE. Mr. Speaker, it is time 
we do right by our officers in our com-
munity. 

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, as I offer this in closing 
and continue in our opposition, we 
have programs that take care of this 
already, those that are already expend-
ing $15 million. This has $130 million- 
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plus, and actually adds federalization 
of policing that’s going to be overseen 
by Federal agencies and special inter-
ests. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
oppose this bill, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, S. 4003 is bipartisan leg-
islation that would improve training 
for law enforcement officers, including 
training using alternatives to force and 
de-escalation tactics. This training 
will reduce use-of-force incidents and 
improve officer and community safety. 

It passed the Senate unanimously. 
The most conservative Republican Sen-
ators all voted for it. I read a long list 
of organizations supporting it. The 
American Conservative Union is not a 
group noted for profligate Federal 
spending. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
have some perspective on this bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all Members to 
support it, and I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 1518, the pre-
vious question is ordered on the bill. 

The question is on the third reading 
of the bill. 

The bill was ordered to be read a 
third time, and was read the third 
time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on passage of the bill. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

f 

b 1900 

PREVENTING ORGANIZATIONAL 
CONFLICTS OF INTEREST IN 
FEDERAL ACQUISITION ACT 

Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Speaker, pur-
suant to House Resolution 1518, I call 
up the bill (S. 3905) to prevent organi-
zational conflicts of interest in Federal 
acquisition, and for other purposes, and 
ask for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to House Resolution 1518, the bill is 
considered read. 

The text of the bill is as follows: 
S. 3905 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Preventing 
Organizational Conflicts of Interest in Fed-
eral Acquisition Act’’. 
SEC. 2. PREVENTING ORGANIZATIONAL CON-

FLICTS OF INTEREST IN FEDERAL 
ACQUISITION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 18 months 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 

the Federal Acquisition Regulatory Council 
shall revise the Federal Acquisition Regula-
tion— 

(1) to provide and update— 
(A) definitions related to specific types of 

organizational conflicts of interest, includ-
ing unequal access to information, impaired 
objectivity, and biased ground rules; 

(B) definitions, guidance, and illustrative 
examples related to relationships of contrac-
tors with public, private, domestic, and for-
eign entities that may cause contract sup-
port to be subject to potential organizational 
conflicts of interest, including undue influ-
ence; and 

(C) illustrative examples of situations re-
lated to the potential organizational con-
flicts of interest identified under this para-
graph, including an example of the awarding 
by a Federal regulatory agency of a contract 
for consulting services to a contractor if em-
ployees of the contractor performing work 
under such contract are permitted by the 
contractor to simultaneously perform work 
under a contract for a private sector client 
under the regulatory purview of such agency; 

(2) to provide executive agencies with so-
licitation provisions and contract clauses to 
avoid or mitigate organizational conflicts of 
interest, for agency use as needed, that re-
quire contractors to disclose information 
relevant to potential organizational con-
flicts of interest and limit future contracting 
with respect to potential conflicts of interest 
with the work to be performed under award-
ed contracts; 

(3) to allow executive agencies to tailor 
such solicitation provisions and contract 
clauses as necessary to address risks associ-
ated with conflicts of interest and other con-
siderations that may be unique to the execu-
tive agency; 

(4) to require executive agencies— 
(A) to establish or update as needed agency 

conflict of interest procedures to implement 
the revisions to the Federal Acquisition Reg-
ulation made under this section; and 

(B) to periodically assess and update such 
procedures as needed to address agency-spe-
cific conflict of interest issues; and 

(5) to update the procedures set forth in 
section 9.506 of the Federal Acquisition Reg-
ulation to permit contracting officers to 
take into consideration professional stand-
ards and procedures to prevent organiza-
tional conflicts of interest to which an offer-
or or contractor is subject. 

(b) EXECUTIVE AGENCY DEFINED.—In this 
section, the term ‘‘executive agency’’ has the 
meaning given the term in section 133 of 
title 41, United States Code. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The bill 
shall be debatable for 1 hour equally di-
vided and controlled by the chair and 
ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Reform or 
their respective designees. 

The gentleman from California (Mr. 
DESAULNIER) and the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. KELLER) each will 
control 30 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California (Mr. DESAULNIER). 

General Leave 
Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on the measure before us. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 

Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, S. 3905, the Preventing 
Organizational Conflicts of Interest in 
Federal Acquisition Act, which was in-
troduced by Senator GARY PETERS, 
chairman of the Senate Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs Com-
mittee, has strong bipartisan support 
and passed the Senate this summer 
with unanimous consent. 

In April, we introduced a companion 
bill, H.R. 7602, following one of the 
Oversight Committee’s investigations, 
which highlighted the need to 
strengthen government contracting 
laws on conflicts of interest. 

The committee’s investigation found 
that a consulting contractor advised 
the Food and Drug Administration at 
the same time they were advising pri-
vate-sector clients that were regulated 
by the FDA. Many times, it was the 
exact same consultants advising the 
FDA and private-sector clients on the 
same issue. 

In this case, the consultant failed to 
follow the rules on disclosing these 
amazing conflicts, collecting millions 
of dollars from both the regulator and 
the private-sector client. 

Although this is one extreme exam-
ple, other organizational conflicts of 
interest, large and small, occur across 
government. The Government Account-
ability Office regularly fields bid pro-
tests involving organizational conflicts 
of interest. 

In 2014, a major defense contractor 
paid a settlement for allegedly failing 
to disclose conflicts while advising the 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission. 

Organizational conflicts of interest 
can occur when a contractor’s com-
peting interests raise questions about 
their ability to provide impartial ad-
vice to the government. It is crucial 
that government contractors are pro-
viding impartial advice, particularly 
when the government is paying for 
their expertise and objectivity on sen-
sitive matters. 

The rules on organizational conflicts 
of interest have not changed signifi-
cantly since the 1990s. This bill would 
make long-overdue revisions to 
strengthen these rules. 

The current rules set basic standards 
to prevent organizational conflicts of 
interest but leave the details up to in-
dividual agencies. The current patch-
work system creates the risk of egre-
gious breaches of the public trust. 

In 2009, Congress asked for the orga-
nizational conflict of interest rules to 
be reassessed. Draft rules were issued, 
but the reform effort was eventually 
abandoned, and the rules were never fi-
nalized. 

This bill requires the revisions that 
were then started to be completed. 
This bill would also mandate that rules 
on government contractor conflicts are 
thoroughly revised and ensure that 
there is a uniform set of standards. 

These reforms will help government 
contractors as well by ensuring clarity 
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and consistency across the executive 
branch. This is especially beneficial to 
contractors working for multiple agen-
cies. 

It is outrageous that a contractor 
would be allowed to advise government 
regulators at the same time they are 
advising the industry that is being reg-
ulated. 

If we do not take steps to prevent 
conflicts of interest, and thereby safe-
guard the integrity of government de-
cisionmaking and operations, then we 
risk potentially serious breaches in the 
public trust. 

Mr. Speaker, I strongly support this 
bill, and I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. KELLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in opposition to S. 
3905, the Preventing Organizational 
Conflicts of Interest in Federal Acqui-
sition Act, for the simple reason that it 
is unnecessary legislation. 

The Federal Acquisition Regulation 
already contains provisions targeting 
conflicts of interest. The FAR includes 
specific examples of what is a conflict 
of interest. The FAR includes guidance 
for agencies to add contract clauses ad-
dressing conflicts that might arise. 

Therefore, it seems we are telling the 
Federal Acquisition Regulation Coun-
cil, the body responsible for Federal ac-
quisition policy, to do something it is 
already doing. 

As a result, this legislation will 
cause the FAR Council to do work it 
does not need to be doing, but they will 
surely feel compelled to produce some-
thing in the way of new regulations. 
That means it will become even more 
difficult for companies to do business 
with the Federal Government, and it is 
complicated enough as it is. 

There are concerns that companies, 
especially small businesses, are decid-
ing not to do business with the Federal 
Government because it is just too com-
plicated. 

From a process perspective, Over-
sight Committee Democrats marked up 
this bill without any hearings with rel-
evant agency officials to determine if 
this legislation was truly necessary. 
My Democrat committee colleagues 
may point to their report regarding 
one specific company of concern and 
argue that was proof enough that we 
need to legislate in this already crowd-
ed space, but a simple case study is not 
a solid foundation for governmentwide 
legislation impacting all Federal con-
tractors. 

If there are issues with agencies en-
forcing existing conflicts of interest re-
quirements, then Congress needs to 
conduct oversight over that Federal 
Government failure, not rush to pass 
more duplicative laws. In fact, that 
would be the responsibility of the Over-
sight Committee, which I could argue 
has not been doing proper oversight 
over the past couple of years. 

There may be other anecdotes about 
conflicts of interest, but let’s be clear: 
No matter what we do, there will al-

ways be accusations of conflicts of in-
terest. 

Republicans oppose conflicts of inter-
est, but we also support responsible 
legislating. We also support holding 
those who are not following the cur-
rent law or regulation accountable, 
rather than passing new laws. 

With this bill, the most likely out-
come is unnecessary work and a more 
complicated Federal procurement proc-
ess. It will burden businesses and 
shrink the pool of eligible contractors, 
not reduce conflicts of interest. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge opposition to this 
unnecessary, duplicative legislation, 
and I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I will speak briefly on 
the work we have done on oversight on 
the opioid crisis, in this case specifi-
cally on the role that McKinsey & 
Company played in, unfortunately, the 
tragedy that has been the opioid epi-
demic that led us to introducing this 
bill for greater oversight. 

I will start by saying this is some-
thing that, for me, Chairwoman MALO-
NEY and some of my colleagues on both 
sides expressed a great deal of passion 
for. 

We had hearings on the opioid epi-
demic and the role of some of these 
agencies, including requiring the chair-
man of Johnson & Johnson to come to 
testify in front of the committee. The 
committee spent a good deal of time, 
and I know that there was concern 
across the aisle, given the devastation 
that this epidemic has caused. 

This particular initiative is directed 
at some of the things that were the 
most egregious part of what happened 
to the American public who suffered 
under the abuses of the opioid epi-
demic. 

In this case, McKinsey was a con-
tractor for the FDA, Johnson & John-
son, and other people who were making 
money off of this well-told tragedy of 
how they were inducing people to be 
addicted to the drug that was supposed 
to be relieving their pain. 

The contractors play a critical role 
in supporting the Federal workforce 
and giving advice to government func-
tions. These are contractors for which 
this initiative, this bill, would try to 
make sure the rules were clearer. It 
would help them, as well. 

Taxpayers need to know that work is 
done ethically and transparently. Un-
fortunately, loopholes allow contrac-
tors, which this initiative, this bill, at-
tempts to close or will close, to advise 
private-sector clients and the Federal 
Government at the same time. I think 
anyone would agree that that is a con-
flict of interest. 

The most notorious example was 
what I just referred to, this conflict of 
interest playing out with McKinsey & 
Company’s work on Perdue Pharma’s 
roadmap, in this case, to 
‘‘turbocharge’’ opioid sales. They were 
giving them advice on how to 

turbocharge an addictive drug that was 
causing devastation across this coun-
try. 

One of the things that led me into 
this discussion was, when I was in the 
legislature in California, two parents 
separately brought tragic cases of how 
their kids had lost their lives because 
of this. 

The conflict of interest fueled the 
opioid crisis that has claimed hundreds 
of thousands of American lives. 

I am grateful and proud of the work 
that I was able to do with a former 
chair, Elijah Cummings, who had great 
passion for this and opening the com-
mittee’s investigation of Perdue 
Pharma specifically. I am grateful to 
current Chair MALONEY for continuing 
this work. 

A vote to pass this bipartisan bill 
today will send it to the President’s 
desk and will bring much-needed trans-
parency to Federal contracting and 
help to address some of the things that 
led to the opioid crisis epidemic in this 
country. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. KELLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, despite addressing a 
valid concern, this legislation is simply 
unnecessary. Federal contractors are 
already supposed to provide impartial 
and objective assistance to Federal cli-
ents. 

The risks of conflicts of interest are 
addressed by the Federal Acquisition 
Regulation. I am confident the Amer-
ican taxpayer and our national inter-
ests are already protected in this area 
of Federal procurement policy. 

I know the gentleman mentioned 
opioids and a drug crisis. That is a con-
cern for all Americans, but so is all the 
fentanyl that is killing Americans 
coming across our southern border. 

I would hope my colleagues would 
force the administration to close our 
southern border and make sure these 
illegal drugs aren’t coming over and 
killing Americans. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge that we oppose 
this bill, which would burden compa-
nies, both large and small, that want 
to do business with the Federal Gov-
ernment, and I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New 
York. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself such 
time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I feel very strongly 
about this bill. It is one that came out 
of a research project that we had on 
contracting, where we found a major 
consulting firm was working for the 
FDA and the manufacturer at the same 
time. They didn’t even have different 
people. It was the same people working 
for the FDA on regulation and for the 
manufacturer, which wanted easy regu-
lations on the product they were put-
ting out—in this case, opioids, which 
have killed more Americans than any 
other drug, probably, in history. 

I thank my colleagues in the Senate 
for introducing it and the staff of the 
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Oversight and Reform Committee for 
introducing it here in the House. 

It is absolutely outrageous. I think it 
should be a crime, actually, that a con-
tractor would be allowed to advise gov-
ernment regulators and not tell them 
that, at the same time, they are advis-
ing the industry that is benefiting from 
weaker regulation. 

If we do not take steps to prevent 
conflicts of interest and thereby safe-
guard the integrity of government de-
cisionmaking and operations, then we 
risk potentially serious breaches in the 
public trust. 

I think it is even more serious. You 
risk having unsafe drugs going into the 
marketplace, which has happened be-
fore. 

Most government contractors take 
this responsibility to disclose conflicts 
of interest seriously, but many do not. 
It is even the business model of some 
consulting firms to go after both the 
regulator and the manufacturer at the 
same time, and they have repeatedly 
done it. 

These contractors would benefit from 
uniformity in rules. Right now, they 
are patchwork. We need uniform rules. 
We need clear rules, and the clear rules 
should be that a consulting firm can 
only work for a regulator but cannot 
work for the manufacturer, or they can 
work for the manufacturer but not the 
regulator. Too often, they are working 
for the same positions with the same 
person, believe it or not. 

I think that this bill will save lives. 
It will make our industries fair and 
safer. It should be bipartisan, as it is in 
the Senate. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
strongly support the bill, and I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

b 1915 
Mr. KELLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself the balance of my time to close. 
Mr. Speaker, I would just like to say 

that it should be—and already is—ille-
gal for people who are providing this 
guidance and service to misrepresent 
things under the False Claims Act. So 
it is our understanding that it is al-
ready a crime to do that, and they 
would be held accountable. 

I know the gentlewoman said it 
should be a crime. It already is, and I 
don’t know anywhere in the bill that it 
adds to that. So it should be a crime. 
People should not be doing things inap-
propriately. But as I mentioned, we al-
ready have the FAR that takes care of 
making sure people are doing the right 
things. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
vote against this unnecessary bill, and 
I yield back the balance of my time. 

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New 
York. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself the 
balance of my time to close. 

Mr. Speaker, I would say it is a very 
necessary bill because it is happening. 
If it is against the law, then the De-
partment of Justice should come in and 
prosecute people. But they have not, 
and they are busy prosecuting a lot of 
other things. 

So it is life and death when it comes 
to healthcare. 

We know that the FDA originally 
wrote rules about the opioids saying 
they were not addictive. They wrote it 
right into the regulations: not addict-
ive. They are one of the most addictive 
drugs of all times. They have caused 
hundreds of thousands of deaths, and 
we are spending billions of dollars in 
treatment trying to save the lives of 
people who have become addicted when 
the inscription used to be that it was 
safe. It was safe. 

So there are times when laws are 
abused. This is not about an individual 
drug company or an individual con-
tractor or an individual consulting 
firm. It is about a uniformity of rules. 
We are looking at legislation. We want 
to stop that abuse. 

In a lot of our investigations the De-
partment of Justice has come in and 
taken action. Maybe they should in 
this case, too. But if it is illegal, then 
it is not being enforced; and it is, I 
would say, dangerous if we don’t make 
it clear—and ironclad clear—that you 
cannot work for the regulator and the 
manufacturer at the same time. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 1518, the pre-
vious question is ordered on the bill. 

The question is on the third reading 
of the bill. 

The bill was ordered to be read a 
third time, and was read the third 
time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the passage of the bill. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. KELLER. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

Proceedings will resume on questions 
previously postponed. Votes will be 
taken in the following order: 

Motion to concur with an amend-
ment on H.R. 1437; 

Passage of S. 3905; 
Passage of S. 4003; and 
Motion to suspend the rules and pass 

S. 5230. 
The first electronic vote will be con-

ducted as a 15-minute vote. Pursuant 
to clause 9 of rule XX, remaining elec-
tronic votes will be conducted as 5- 
minute votes. 

f 

PROVIDING RESEARCH AND ESTI-
MATES OF CHANGES IN PRECIPI-
TATION ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the question on agree-
ing to the motion to concur in the Sen-
ate amendment on the bill (H.R. 1437) 
to amend the Weather Research and 
Forecasting Innovation Act of 2017 to 

direct the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration to provide 
comprehensive and regularly updated 
Federal precipitation information, and 
for other purposes, with an amendment 
offered by the gentlewoman from Con-
necticut (Ms. DELAURO), on which the 
yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk will redesignate the mo-
tion. 

The Clerk redesignated the motion. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion to concur. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 224, nays 
201, not voting 5, as follows: 

[Roll No. 523] 

YEAS—224 

Adams 
Aguilar 
Allred 
Auchincloss 
Axne 
Barragán 
Beatty 
Bera 
Beyer 
Bishop (GA) 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 
Bourdeaux 
Bowman 
Boyle, Brendan 

F. 
Brown (MD) 
Brown (OH) 
Brownley 
Bush 
Bustos 
Butterfield 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carson 
Carter (LA) 
Cartwright 
Case 
Casten 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Cheney 
Cherfilus- 

McCormick 
Chu 
Cicilline 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Connolly 
Cooper 
Correa 
Costa 
Courtney 
Craig 
Crow 
Cuellar 
Davids (KS) 
Davis, Danny K. 
Dean 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Demings 
DeSaulnier 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Doyle, Michael 

F. 
Escobar 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Evans 
Fitzpatrick 
Fletcher 
Foster 
Frankel, Lois 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garcı́a (IL) 
Garcia (TX) 

Golden 
Gomez 
Gonzalez (OH) 
Gonzalez, 

Vicente 
Gottheimer 
Green, Al (TX) 
Grijalva 
Harder (CA) 
Hayes 
Herrera Beutler 
Higgins (NY) 
Himes 
Horsford 
Houlahan 
Hoyer 
Huffman 
Jackson Lee 
Jacobs (CA) 
Jacobs (NY) 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (TX) 
Jones 
Kahele 
Kaptur 
Katko 
Kelly (IL) 
Khanna 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Kim (NJ) 
Kind 
Kinzinger 
Kirkpatrick 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster 
Lamb 
Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Lawrence 
Lawson (FL) 
Lee (CA) 
Lee (NV) 
Leger Fernandez 
Levin (CA) 
Levin (MI) 
Lieu 
Lofgren 
Lowenthal 
Luria 
Lynch 
Malinowski 
Maloney, 

Carolyn B. 
Maloney, Sean 
Manning 
Matsui 
McBath 
McCollum 
McGovern 
McNerney 
Meeks 
Meng 
Mfume 
Moore (WI) 
Morelle 
Moulton 
Mrvan 
Murphy (FL) 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 

Neguse 
Newman 
Norcross 
O’Halleran 
Ocasio-Cortez 
Omar 
Pallone 
Panetta 
Pappas 
Pascrell 
Payne 
Peltola 
Perlmutter 
Peters 
Phillips 
Pingree 
Pocan 
Porter 
Pressley 
Price (NC) 
Quigley 
Raskin 
Rice (NY) 
Ross 
Roybal-Allard 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Ryan (NY) 
Ryan (OH) 
Sánchez 
Sarbanes 
Scanlon 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Schrader 
Schrier 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, David 
Sewell 
Sherman 
Sherrill 
Sires 
Slotkin 
Smith (WA) 
Soto 
Spanberger 
Speier 
Stansbury 
Stanton 
Stevens 
Strickland 
Suozzi 
Swalwell 
Takano 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Titus 
Tlaib 
Tonko 
Torres (CA) 
Torres (NY) 
Trahan 
Trone 
Underwood 
Upton 
Veasey 
Velázquez 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson Coleman 
Welch 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 09:04 Dec 15, 2022 Jkt 039060 PO 00000 Frm 00109 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K14DE7.109 H14DEPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

12
6Q

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH9840 December 14, 2022 
Wexton 
Wild 

Williams (GA) 
Wilson (FL) 

Womack 
Yarmuth 

NAYS—201 

Aderholt 
Allen 
Amodei 
Armstrong 
Arrington 
Babin 
Bacon 
Baird 
Balderson 
Banks 
Barr 
Bentz 
Bergman 
Bice (OK) 
Biggs 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (NC) 
Boebert 
Bost 
Brady 
Brooks 
Buchanan 
Buck 
Bucshon 
Budd 
Burchett 
Burgess 
Calvert 
Cammack 
Carey 
Carl 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (TX) 
Cawthorn 
Chabot 
Cline 
Cloud 
Clyde 
Cole 
Comer 
Conway 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Curtis 
Davidson 
Davis, Rodney 
DesJarlais 
Diaz-Balart 
Donalds 
Duncan 
Dunn 
Ellzey 
Emmer 
Estes 
Fallon 
Feenstra 
Ferguson 
Finstad 
Fischbach 
Fitzgerald 
Fleischmann 
Flood 
Flores 
Foxx 
Franklin, C. 

Scott 
Fulcher 
Gaetz 

Gallagher 
Garbarino 
Garcia (CA) 
Gibbs 
Gimenez 
Gohmert 
Gonzales, Tony 
Good (VA) 
Gooden (TX) 
Gosar 
Granger 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Green (TN) 
Greene (GA) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Harris 
Harshbarger 
Hern 
Herrell 
Hice (GA) 
Higgins (LA) 
Hill 
Hollingsworth 
Hudson 
Huizenga 
Issa 
Jackson 
Johnson (LA) 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson (SD) 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Joyce (PA) 
Keller 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kim (CA) 
Kustoff 
LaHood 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Latta 
LaTurner 
Lesko 
Letlow 
Long 
Loudermilk 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Mace 
Malliotakis 
Mann 
Massie 
Mast 
McCarthy 
McCaul 
McClain 
McClintock 
McHenry 
Meijer 
Meuser 
Miller (IL) 
Miller (WV) 
Miller-Meeks 

Moolenaar 
Mooney 
Moore (AL) 
Moore (UT) 
Mullin 
Murphy (NC) 
Nehls 
Newhouse 
Norman 
Obernolte 
Owens 
Palazzo 
Palmer 
Pence 
Perry 
Pfluger 
Posey 
Reschenthaler 
Rice (SC) 
Rodgers (WA) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rose 
Rosendale 
Rouzer 
Roy 
Rutherford 
Salazar 
Scalise 
Schweikert 
Scott, Austin 
Sempolinski 
Sessions 
Simpson 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smucker 
Spartz 
Stauber 
Steel 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Steube 
Stewart 
Taylor 
Tenney 
Thompson (PA) 
Tiffany 
Timmons 
Turner 
Valadao 
Van Drew 
Van Duyne 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Waltz 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Williams (TX) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Yakym 
Zeldin 

NOT VOTING—5 

Hartzler 
Hinson 

Keating 
McKinley 

Vargas 

b 2007 

So the motion to concur was agreed 
to. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

MEMBERS RECORDED PURSUANT TO HOUSE 
RESOLUTION 8, 117TH CONGRESS 

Auchincloss 
(Beyer) 

Axne (Pappas) 
Beatty (Neguse) 
Boebert (Gaetz) 
Brooks (Moore 

(AL)) 
Brown (MD) 

(Evans) 

Carter (LA) 
(Horsford) 

Cawthorn (Gaetz) 
Cherfilus- 

McCormick 
(Brown (OH)) 

Cicilline 
(Jayapal) 

Clyburn 
(Butterfield) 

DeFazio 
(Pallone) 

DelBene 
(Schneider) 

Dingell (Pappas) 
Doyle, Michael 

F. (Evans) 
Dunn (Salazar) 
Escobar (Garcia 

(TX)) 

Espaillat 
(Correa) 

Ferguson 
(Gonzales, 
Tony (TX)) 

Gibbs (Smucker) 
Gosar (Weber 

(TX)) 
Herrera Beutler 

(Owens) 
Houlahan 

(Slotkin) 
Hudson (Murphy 

(NC)) 
Jacobs (NY) 

(Sempolinski) 
Johnson (TX) 

(Pallone) 
Kelly (IL) 

(Horsford) 
Kim (NJ) 

(Pallone) 
Kirkpatrick 

(Pallone) 
Krishnamoorthi 

(Pappas) 

LaHood 
(Wenstrup) 

Larson (CT) 
(Pappas) 

Lawson (FL) 
(Evans) 

Levin (CA) 
(Huffman) 

Malliotakis 
(Armstrong) 

Maloney, Sean P. 
(Beyer) 

McHenry 
(Salazar) 

Meeks (Horsford) 
Moore (WI) 

(Beyer) 
Moulton (Trone) 
Newman (Correa) 
Norcross 

(Pallone) 
O’Halleran 

(Pappas) 
Ocasio-Cortez 

(Tlaib) 
Palazzo 

(Fleischmann) 

Pascrell 
(Pallone) 

Payne (Pallone) 
Porter (Beyer) 
Pressley 

(Neguse) 
Rice (SC) (Weber 

(TX)) 
Rush (Beyer) 
Schrader 

(Correa) 
Sewell 

(Schneider) 
Sherrill (Beyer) 
Simpson 

(Fulcher) 
Sires (Pallone) 
Stevens (Craig) 
Stewart (Owens) 
Strickland 

(Correa) 
Tiffany 

(Fitzgerald) 
Titus (Pallone) 
Trahan (Lynch) 
Welch (Pallone) 
Yarmuth (Beyer) 

f 

PREVENTING ORGANIZATIONAL 
CONFLICTS OF INTEREST IN 
FEDERAL ACQUISITION ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 
PELTOLA). Pursuant to clause 8 of rule 
XX, the unfinished business is the vote 
on passage of the bill (S. 3905) to pre-
vent organizational conflicts of inter-
est in Federal acquisition, and for 
other purposes, on which the yeas and 
nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the passage of the bill. 
This is a 5-minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 219, nays 
205, not voting 6, as follows: 

[Roll No. 524] 

YEAS—219 

Adams 
Aguilar 
Allred 
Auchincloss 
Axne 
Barragán 
Beatty 
Bera 
Beyer 
Bishop (GA) 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 
Bourdeaux 
Bowman 
Boyle, Brendan 

F. 
Brown (MD) 
Brown (OH) 
Brownley 
Bush 
Bustos 
Butterfield 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carson 
Carter (LA) 
Cartwright 
Case 
Casten 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Cherfilus- 

McCormick 
Chu 
Cicilline 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Connolly 
Cooper 

Correa 
Costa 
Courtney 
Craig 
Crow 
Cuellar 
Davids (KS) 
Davis, Danny K. 
Dean 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Demings 
DeSaulnier 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Doyle, Michael 

F. 
Escobar 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Evans 
Fitzpatrick 
Fletcher 
Foster 
Frankel, Lois 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garcı́a (IL) 
Golden 
Gomez 
Gonzalez, 

Vicente 
Gottheimer 
Green, Al (TX) 
Grijalva 
Harder (CA) 
Hayes 
Higgins (NY) 
Himes 
Horsford 
Houlahan 

Hoyer 
Huffman 
Jackson Lee 
Jacobs (CA) 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (TX) 
Jones 
Kahele 
Kaptur 
Katko 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Khanna 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Kim (NJ) 
Kind 
Kirkpatrick 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster 
Lamb 
Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Lawrence 
Lawson (FL) 
Lee (CA) 
Lee (NV) 
Leger Fernandez 
Levin (CA) 
Levin (MI) 
Lieu 
Lofgren 
Lowenthal 
Luria 
Lynch 
Malinowski 
Maloney, 

Carolyn B. 
Maloney, Sean 
Manning 

Matsui 
McBath 
McCollum 
McGovern 
McNerney 
Meeks 
Meng 
Mfume 
Moore (WI) 
Morelle 
Moulton 
Mrvan 
Murphy (FL) 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Neguse 
Newman 
Norcross 
O’Halleran 
Ocasio-Cortez 
Omar 
Pallone 
Panetta 
Pappas 
Pascrell 
Payne 
Peltola 
Perlmutter 
Peters 
Phillips 
Pingree 

Pocan 
Porter 
Pressley 
Price (NC) 
Quigley 
Raskin 
Rice (NY) 
Ross 
Roybal-Allard 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Ryan (NY) 
Ryan (OH) 
Salazar 
Sánchez 
Sarbanes 
Scanlon 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Schrader 
Schrier 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, David 
Sewell 
Sherman 
Sherrill 
Sires 
Slotkin 
Smith (WA) 
Soto 

Spanberger 
Speier 
Stansbury 
Stanton 
Stevens 
Strickland 
Suozzi 
Swalwell 
Takano 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Titus 
Tlaib 
Tonko 
Torres (CA) 
Torres (NY) 
Trahan 
Trone 
Underwood 
Vargas 
Veasey 
Velázquez 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson Coleman 
Welch 
Wexton 
Wild 
Williams (GA) 
Wilson (FL) 
Yarmuth 

NAYS—205 

Aderholt 
Allen 
Amodei 
Armstrong 
Arrington 
Babin 
Bacon 
Baird 
Balderson 
Banks 
Barr 
Bentz 
Bergman 
Bice (OK) 
Biggs 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (NC) 
Boebert 
Bost 
Brady 
Brooks 
Buchanan 
Buck 
Bucshon 
Budd 
Burchett 
Burgess 
Calvert 
Cammack 
Carey 
Carl 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (TX) 
Cawthorn 
Chabot 
Cline 
Cloud 
Clyde 
Cole 
Comer 
Conway 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Curtis 
Davidson 
Davis, Rodney 
DesJarlais 
Diaz-Balart 
Donalds 
Duncan 
Dunn 
Ellzey 
Emmer 
Estes 
Fallon 
Feenstra 
Ferguson 
Finstad 
Fischbach 
Fitzgerald 
Fleischmann 
Flood 
Flores 
Foxx 

Franklin, C. 
Scott 

Fulcher 
Gaetz 
Gallagher 
Garbarino 
Garcia (CA) 
Gibbs 
Gimenez 
Gohmert 
Gonzales, Tony 
Gonzalez (OH) 
Good (VA) 
Gooden (TX) 
Gosar 
Granger 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Green (TN) 
Greene (GA) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Harris 
Harshbarger 
Hartzler 
Hern 
Herrell 
Herrera Beutler 
Hice (GA) 
Higgins (LA) 
Hill 
Hollingsworth 
Hudson 
Huizenga 
Issa 
Jackson 
Jacobs (NY) 
Johnson (LA) 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson (SD) 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Joyce (PA) 
Keller 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kim (CA) 
Kustoff 
LaHood 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Latta 
LaTurner 
Lesko 
Letlow 
Long 
Loudermilk 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Mace 
Malliotakis 
Mann 
Massie 

Mast 
McCarthy 
McCaul 
McClain 
McClintock 
McHenry 
Meijer 
Meuser 
Miller (IL) 
Miller (WV) 
Miller-Meeks 
Moolenaar 
Mooney 
Moore (AL) 
Moore (UT) 
Mullin 
Murphy (NC) 
Nehls 
Newhouse 
Norman 
Obernolte 
Owens 
Palazzo 
Palmer 
Pence 
Perry 
Pfluger 
Posey 
Reschenthaler 
Rice (SC) 
Rodgers (WA) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rose 
Rosendale 
Rouzer 
Roy 
Rutherford 
Scalise 
Schweikert 
Scott, Austin 
Sempolinski 
Sessions 
Simpson 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smucker 
Spartz 
Stauber 
Steel 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Steube 
Stewart 
Taylor 
Tenney 
Thompson (PA) 
Tiffany 
Timmons 
Turner 
Upton 
Valadao 
Van Drew 
Van Duyne 
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Wagner 
Walberg 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 

Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Williams (TX) 
Wilson (SC) 

Wittman 
Womack 
Yakym 
Zeldin 

NOT VOTING—6 

Cheney 
Garcia (TX) 

Hinson 
Kinzinger 

McKinley 
Waltz 

b 2019 

So the bill was passed. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
Stated against: 
Mr. WALTZ. Madam Speaker, had I been 

present, I would have voted ‘‘nay’’ on rollcall 
No. 524. 

MEMBERS RECORDED PURSUANT TO HOUSE 
RESOLUTION 8, 117TH CONGRESS 

Auchincloss 
(Beyer) 

Axne (Pappas) 
Beatty (Neguse) 
Boebert (Gaetz) 
Brooks (Moore 

(AL)) 
Brown (MD) 

(Evans) 
Carter (LA) 

(Horsford) 
Cawthorn (Gaetz) 
Cherfilus- 

McCormick 
(Brown (OH)) 

Cicilline 
(Jayapal) 

Clyburn 
(Butterfield) 

DeFazio 
(Pallone) 

DelBene 
(Schneider) 

Dingell (Pappas) 
Doyle, Michael 

F. (Evans) 
Dunn (Salazar) 
Escobar (Garcia 

(TX)) 
Espaillat 

(Correa) 
Ferguson 

(Gonzales, 
Tony (TX)) 

Gibbs (Smucker) 
Gosar (Weber 

(TX)) 

Herrera Beutler 
(Owens) 

Houlahan 
(Slotkin) 

Hudson (Murphy 
(NC)) 

Jacobs (NY) 
(Sempolinski) 

Johnson (TX) 
(Pallone) 

Kelly (IL) 
(Horsford) 

Kim (NJ) 
(Pallone) 

Kirkpatrick 
(Pallone) 

Krishnamoorthi 
(Pappas) 

LaHood 
(Wenstrup) 

Larson (CT) 
(Pappas) 

Lawson (FL) 
(Evans) 

Levin (CA) 
(Huffman) 

Malliotakis 
(Armstrong) 

Maloney, Sean P. 
(Beyer) 

McHenry 
(Salazar) 

Meeks (Horsford) 
Moore (WI) 

(Beyer) 
Moulton (Trone) 
Newman (Correa) 

Norcross 
(Pallone) 

O’Halleran 
(Pappas) 

Ocasio-Cortez 
(Tlaib) 

Palazzo 
(Fleischmann) 

Pascrell 
(Pallone) 

Payne (Pallone) 
Porter (Beyer) 
Pressley 

(Neguse) 
Rice (SC) (Weber 

(TX)) 
Rush (Beyer) 
Schrader 

(Correa) 
Sewell 

(Schneider) 
Sherrill (Beyer) 
Simpson 

(Fulcher) 
Sires (Pallone) 
Stevens (Craig) 
Stewart (Owens) 
Strickland 

(Correa) 
Tiffany 

(Fitzgerald) 
Titus (Pallone) 
Trahan (Lynch) 
Welch (Pallone) 
Yarmuth (Beyer) 

f 

LAW ENFORCEMENT DE-ESCA-
LATION TRAINING ACT OF 2022 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on passage of 
the bill (S. 4003) to amend the Omnibus 
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 
1968 to provide for training on alter-
natives to use of force, de-escalation, 
and mental and behavioral health and 
suicidal crises, on which the yeas and 
nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the passage of the bill. 
This is a 5-minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 264, nays 
162, not voting 4, as follows: 

[Roll No. 525] 

YEAS—264 

Adams 
Aguilar 
Allred 
Auchincloss 
Axne 
Bacon 
Barragán 

Beatty 
Bera 
Beyer 
Bishop (GA) 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 

Bourdeaux 
Bowman 
Boyle, Brendan 

F. 
Brown (MD) 
Brown (OH) 
Brownley 

Bucshon 
Budd 
Bustos 
Butterfield 
Calvert 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carson 
Carter (LA) 
Carter (TX) 
Cartwright 
Case 
Casten 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chabot 
Cherfilus- 

McCormick 
Chu 
Cicilline 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Cole 
Connolly 
Conway 
Cooper 
Correa 
Costa 
Courtney 
Craig 
Crenshaw 
Crow 
Cuellar 
Davids (KS) 
Davis, Danny K. 
Davis, Rodney 
Dean 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Demings 
DeSaulnier 
Diaz-Balart 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Doyle, Michael 

F. 
Ellzey 
Escobar 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Evans 
Fitzpatrick 
Fletcher 
Flores 
Foster 
Frankel, Lois 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garbarino 
Garcı́a (IL) 
Garcia (TX) 
Golden 
Gomez 
Gonzales, Tony 
Gonzalez (OH) 
Gonzalez, 

Vicente 
Gottheimer 
Granger 
Graves (LA) 
Green, Al (TX) 
Griffith 
Grijalva 
Harder (CA) 
Hayes 
Herrera Beutler 
Higgins (NY) 
Hill 

Himes 
Hollingsworth 
Horsford 
Houlahan 
Hoyer 
Huffman 
Issa 
Jackson Lee 
Jacobs (CA) 
Jacobs (NY) 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (TX) 
Jones 
Joyce (OH) 
Kahele 
Kaptur 
Katko 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Khanna 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Kim (CA) 
Kim (NJ) 
Kind 
Kirkpatrick 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster 
Lamb 
Lamborn 
Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Lawrence 
Lawson (FL) 
Lee (CA) 
Lee (NV) 
Leger Fernandez 
Letlow 
Levin (CA) 
Levin (MI) 
Lieu 
Lofgren 
Lowenthal 
Lucas 
Luria 
Lynch 
Malinowski 
Maloney, 

Carolyn B. 
Maloney, Sean 
Manning 
Matsui 
McBath 
McCaul 
McCollum 
McGovern 
McNerney 
Meeks 
Meijer 
Meng 
Mfume 
Mooney 
Moore (WI) 
Morelle 
Moulton 
Mrvan 
Murphy (FL) 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Neguse 
Newhouse 
Newman 
Norcross 
O’Halleran 
Obernolte 
Omar 
Pallone 
Panetta 
Pappas 

Pascrell 
Payne 
Peltola 
Perlmutter 
Peters 
Phillips 
Pingree 
Pocan 
Porter 
Pressley 
Price (NC) 
Quigley 
Raskin 
Rice (NY) 
Rice (SC) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Ross 
Roybal-Allard 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Ryan (NY) 
Ryan (OH) 
Salazar 
Sánchez 
Sarbanes 
Scanlon 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Schrader 
Schrier 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, David 
Sewell 
Sherman 
Sherrill 
Simpson 
Sires 
Slotkin 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (WA) 
Soto 
Spanberger 
Speier 
Stansbury 
Stanton 
Steel 
Stevens 
Strickland 
Suozzi 
Swalwell 
Takano 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Thompson (PA) 
Titus 
Tonko 
Torres (CA) 
Torres (NY) 
Trahan 
Trone 
Turner 
Underwood 
Upton 
Valadao 
Vargas 
Veasey 
Velázquez 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson Coleman 
Welch 
Wenstrup 
Wexton 
Wild 
Williams (GA) 
Williams (TX) 
Wilson (FL) 
Womack 
Yarmuth 

NAYS—162 

Aderholt 
Allen 
Amodei 
Armstrong 
Arrington 
Babin 
Baird 
Balderson 
Banks 
Barr 
Bentz 
Bergman 
Bice (OK) 
Biggs 

Bilirakis 
Bishop (NC) 
Boebert 
Bost 
Brady 
Brooks 
Buchanan 
Buck 
Burchett 
Burgess 
Bush 
Cammack 
Carey 
Carl 

Carter (GA) 
Cawthorn 
Cline 
Cloud 
Clyde 
Comer 
Crawford 
Curtis 
Davidson 
DesJarlais 
Donalds 
Duncan 
Dunn 
Emmer 

Estes 
Fallon 
Feenstra 
Ferguson 
Finstad 
Fischbach 
Fitzgerald 
Fleischmann 
Flood 
Foxx 
Franklin, C. 

Scott 
Fulcher 
Gaetz 
Gallagher 
Garcia (CA) 
Gibbs 
Gimenez 
Gohmert 
Good (VA) 
Gooden (TX) 
Gosar 
Graves (MO) 
Green (TN) 
Greene (GA) 
Grothman 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Harris 
Harshbarger 
Hartzler 
Hern 
Herrell 
Hice (GA) 
Higgins (LA) 
Hudson 
Huizenga 
Jackson 
Johnson (LA) 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson (SD) 

Jordan 
Joyce (PA) 
Keller 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kustoff 
LaHood 
LaMalfa 
Latta 
LaTurner 
Lesko 
Long 
Loudermilk 
Luetkemeyer 
Mace 
Malliotakis 
Mann 
Massie 
Mast 
McCarthy 
McClain 
McClintock 
McHenry 
Meuser 
Miller (IL) 
Miller (WV) 
Miller-Meeks 
Moolenaar 
Moore (AL) 
Moore (UT) 
Mullin 
Murphy (NC) 
Nehls 
Norman 
Ocasio-Cortez 
Owens 
Palazzo 
Palmer 
Pence 
Perry 
Pfluger 

Posey 
Reschenthaler 
Rodgers (WA) 
Rose 
Rosendale 
Rouzer 
Roy 
Rutherford 
Scalise 
Schweikert 
Scott, Austin 
Sempolinski 
Sessions 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smucker 
Spartz 
Stauber 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Steube 
Stewart 
Taylor 
Tenney 
Tiffany 
Timmons 
Tlaib 
Van Drew 
Van Duyne 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Waltz 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Westerman 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Yakym 
Zeldin 

NOT VOTING—4 

Cheney 
Hinson 

Kinzinger 
McKinley 

b 2030 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas changed his 
vote from ‘‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.’’ 

So the bill was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

MEMBERS RECORDED PURSUANT TO HOUSE 
RESOLUTION 8, 117TH CONGRESS 

Auchincloss 
(Beyer) 

Axne (Pappas) 
Beatty (Neguse) 
Boebert (Gaetz) 
Brooks (Moore 

(AL)) 
Brown (MD) 

(Evans) 
Carter (LA) 

(Horsford) 
Cawthorn (Gaetz) 
Cherfilus- 

McCormick 
(Brown (OH)) 

Cicilline 
(Jayapal) 

Clyburn 
(Butterfield) 

DeFazio 
(Pallone) 

DelBene 
(Schneider) 

Dingell (Pappas) 
Doyle, Michael 

F. (Evans) 
Dunn (Salazar) 
Escobar (Garcia 

(TX)) 
Espaillat 

(Correa) 
Ferguson 

(Gonzales, 
Tony (TX)) 

Gibbs (Smucker) 
Gosar (Weber 

(TX)) 

Herrera Beutler 
(Owens) 

Houlahan 
(Slotkin) 

Hudson (Murphy 
(NC)) 

Jacobs (NY) 
(Sempolinski) 

Johnson (TX) 
(Pallone) 

Kelly (IL) 
(Horsford) 

Kim (NJ) 
(Pallone) 

Kirkpatrick 
(Pallone) 

Krishnamoorthi 
(Pappas) 

LaHood 
(Wenstrup) 

Larson (CT) 
(Pappas) 

Lawson (FL) 
(Evans) 

Levin (CA) 
(Huffman) 

Malliotakis 
(Armstrong) 

Maloney, Sean P. 
(Beyer) 

McHenry 
(Salazar) 

Meeks (Horsford) 
Moore (WI) 

(Beyer) 
Moulton (Trone) 
Newman (Correa) 

Norcross 
(Pallone) 

O’Halleran 
(Pappas) 

Ocasio-Cortez 
(Tlaib) 

Palazzo 
(Fleischmann) 

Pascrell 
(Pallone) 

Payne (Pallone) 
Porter (Beyer) 
Pressley 

(Neguse) 
Rice (SC) (Weber 

(TX)) 
Rush (Beyer) 
Schrader 

(Correa) 
Sewell 

(Schneider) 
Sherrill (Beyer) 
Simpson 

(Fulcher) 
Sires (Pallone) 
Stevens (Craig) 
Stewart (Owens) 
Strickland 

(Correa) 
Tiffany 

(Fitzgerald) 
Titus (Pallone) 
Trahan (Lynch) 
Welch (Pallone) 
Yarmuth (Beyer) 
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HELP FIND THE MISSING ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (S. 5230) to increase accessibility to 
the National Missing and Unidentified 
Persons System, to facilitate data 
sharing between such system and the 
National Crime Information Center 
database of the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation, and for other purposes, on 
which the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
NADLER) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill. 

This is a 5-minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 422, nays 4, 
not voting 4, as follows: 

[Roll No. 526] 

YEAS—422 

Adams 
Aderholt 
Aguilar 
Allen 
Allred 
Amodei 
Armstrong 
Arrington 
Auchincloss 
Axne 
Babin 
Bacon 
Baird 
Balderson 
Banks 
Barr 
Barragán 
Beatty 
Bentz 
Bera 
Bergman 
Beyer 
Bice (OK) 
Biggs 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NC) 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Boebert 
Bonamici 
Bost 
Bourdeaux 
Bowman 
Boyle, Brendan 

F. 
Brady 
Brown (MD) 
Brown (OH) 
Brownley 
Buchanan 
Buck 
Bucshon 
Budd 
Burchett 
Burgess 
Bush 
Bustos 
Butterfield 
Calvert 
Cammack 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carey 
Carl 
Carson 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (LA) 
Carter (TX) 
Cartwright 
Case 
Casten 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Cawthorn 
Chabot 

Cherfilus- 
McCormick 

Chu 
Cicilline 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 
Cline 
Cloud 
Clyburn 
Clyde 
Cohen 
Cole 
Comer 
Connolly 
Conway 
Cooper 
Correa 
Costa 
Courtney 
Craig 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Crow 
Cuellar 
Curtis 
Davids (KS) 
Davidson 
Davis, Danny K. 
Davis, Rodney 
Dean 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Demings 
DeSaulnier 
DesJarlais 
Diaz-Balart 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Donalds 
Doyle, Michael 

F. 
Duncan 
Dunn 
Ellzey 
Emmer 
Escobar 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Estes 
Evans 
Fallon 
Feenstra 
Ferguson 
Finstad 
Fischbach 
Fitzgerald 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Fletcher 
Flood 
Flores 
Foster 
Foxx 

Frankel, Lois 
Franklin, C. 

Scott 
Fulcher 
Gaetz 
Gallagher 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garbarino 
Garcia (CA) 
Garcı́a (IL) 
Garcia (TX) 
Gibbs 
Gimenez 
Gohmert 
Golden 
Gomez 
Gonzales, Tony 
Gonzalez (OH) 
Gonzalez, 

Vicente 
Good (VA) 
Gooden (TX) 
Gosar 
Gottheimer 
Granger 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Green (TN) 
Green, Al (TX) 
Greene (GA) 
Griffith 
Grijalva 
Grothman 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Harder (CA) 
Harris 
Harshbarger 
Hartzler 
Hayes 
Hern 
Herrell 
Herrera Beutler 
Hice (GA) 
Higgins (NY) 
Hill 
Himes 
Hollingsworth 
Horsford 
Houlahan 
Hoyer 
Hudson 
Huffman 
Huizenga 
Issa 
Jackson 
Jackson Lee 
Jacobs (CA) 
Jacobs (NY) 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (LA) 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson (SD) 

Johnson (TX) 
Jones 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Joyce (PA) 
Kahele 
Kaptur 
Katko 
Keating 
Keller 
Kelly (IL) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Khanna 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Kim (CA) 
Kim (NJ) 
Kind 
Kirkpatrick 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster 
Kustoff 
LaHood 
LaMalfa 
Lamb 
Lamborn 
Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Latta 
LaTurner 
Lawrence 
Lawson (FL) 
Lee (CA) 
Lee (NV) 
Leger Fernandez 
Lesko 
Letlow 
Levin (CA) 
Levin (MI) 
Lieu 
Lofgren 
Long 
Loudermilk 
Lowenthal 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Luria 
Lynch 
Mace 
Malinowski 
Malliotakis 
Maloney, 

Carolyn B. 
Maloney, Sean 
Mann 
Manning 
Mast 
Matsui 
McBath 
McCarthy 
McCaul 
McClain 
McClintock 
McCollum 
McGovern 
McHenry 
McNerney 
Meeks 
Meijer 
Meng 
Meuser 
Mfume 
Miller (IL) 
Miller (WV) 
Miller-Meeks 

Moolenaar 
Mooney 
Moore (AL) 
Moore (UT) 
Moore (WI) 
Morelle 
Moulton 
Mrvan 
Mullin 
Murphy (FL) 
Murphy (NC) 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Neguse 
Nehls 
Newhouse 
Newman 
Norcross 
O’Halleran 
Obernolte 
Ocasio-Cortez 
Omar 
Owens 
Palazzo 
Pallone 
Palmer 
Panetta 
Pappas 
Pascrell 
Payne 
Peltola 
Pence 
Perlmutter 
Perry 
Peters 
Pfluger 
Phillips 
Pingree 
Pocan 
Porter 
Posey 
Pressley 
Price (NC) 
Quigley 
Raskin 
Reschenthaler 
Rice (NY) 
Rice (SC) 
Rodgers (WA) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rose 
Rosendale 
Ross 
Rouzer 
Roy 
Roybal-Allard 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Rutherford 
Ryan (NY) 
Ryan (OH) 
Salazar 
Sánchez 
Sarbanes 
Scalise 
Scanlon 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Schrader 
Schrier 
Schweikert 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, Austin 

Scott, David 
Sempolinski 
Sessions 
Sewell 
Sherman 
Sherrill 
Simpson 
Sires 
Slotkin 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (WA) 
Smucker 
Soto 
Spanberger 
Spartz 
Speier 
Stansbury 
Stanton 
Stauber 
Steel 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Steube 
Stevens 
Stewart 
Strickland 
Suozzi 
Swalwell 
Takano 
Taylor 
Tenney 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Thompson (PA) 
Tiffany 
Timmons 
Titus 
Tlaib 
Tonko 
Torres (CA) 
Torres (NY) 
Trahan 
Trone 
Turner 
Underwood 
Upton 
Valadao 
Van Drew 
Van Duyne 
Vargas 
Veasey 
Velázquez 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Waltz 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson Coleman 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Welch 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Wexton 
Wild 
Williams (GA) 
Williams (TX) 
Wilson (FL) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Yakym 
Yarmuth 
Zeldin 

NAYS—4 

Brooks 
Higgins (LA) 

Massie 
Norman 

NOT VOTING—4 

Cheney 
Hinson 

Kinzinger 
McKinley 

b 2041 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
bill was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

MEMBERS RECORDED PURSUANT TO HOUSE 
RESOLUTION 8, 117TH CONGRESS 

Auchincloss 
(Beyer) 

Axne (Pappas) 
Beatty (Neguse) 
Boebert (Gaetz) 
Brooks (Moore 

(AL)) 
Brown (MD) 

(Evans) 
Carter (LA) 

(Horsford) 
Cawthorn (Gaetz) 
Cherfilus- 

McCormick 
(Brown (OH)) 

Cicilline 
(Jayapal) 

Clyburn 
(Butterfield) 

DeFazio 
(Pallone) 

DelBene 
(Schneider) 

Dingell (Pappas) 
Doyle, Michael 

F. (Evans) 
Dunn (Salazar) 
Escobar (Garcia 

(TX)) 
Espaillat 

(Correa) 
Ferguson 

(Gonzales, 
Tony (TX)) 

Gibbs (Smucker) 
Gosar (Weber 

(TX)) 

Herrera Beutler 
(Owens) 

Houlahan 
(Slotkin) 

Hudson (Murphy 
(NC)) 

Jacobs (NY) 
(Sempolinski) 

Johnson (TX) 
(Pallone) 

Kelly (IL) 
(Horsford) 

Kim (NJ) 
(Pallone) 

Kirkpatrick 
(Pallone) 

Krishnamoorthi 
(Pappas) 

LaHood 
(Wenstrup) 

Larson (CT) 
(Pappas) 

Lawson (FL) 
(Evans) 

Levin (CA) 
(Huffman) 

Malliotakis 
(Armstrong) 

Maloney, Sean P. 
(Beyer) 

McHenry 
(Salazar) 

Meeks (Horsford) 
Moore (WI) 

(Beyer) 
Moulton (Trone) 
Newman (Correa) 

Norcross 
(Pallone) 

O’Halleran 
(Pappas) 

Ocasio-Cortez 
(Tlaib) 

Palazzo 
(Fleischmann) 

Pascrell 
(Pallone) 

Payne (Pallone) 
Porter (Beyer) 
Pressley 

(Neguse) 
Rice (SC) (Weber 

(TX)) 
Rush (Beyer) 
Schrader 

(Correa) 
Sewell 

(Schneider) 
Sherrill (Beyer) 
Simpson 

(Fulcher) 
Sires (Pallone) 
Stevens (Craig) 
Stewart (Owens) 
Strickland 

(Correa) 
Tiffany 

(Fitzgerald) 
Titus (Pallone) 
Trahan (Lynch) 
Welch (Pallone) 
Yarmuth (Beyer) 

f 

b 2045 

MAKING ENERGY PROGRESS 

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, this 
week, gas prices in Toledo, Ohio, fell to 
$2.87 a gallon. Am I the only person in 
Congress noticing gas prices are fall-
ing? Hello? 

The best part is that this gasoline is 
derived from energy reserves that are 
brought up from the Utica and 
Marcellus shale located right in Ohio 
near the border with Pennsylvania and 
West Virginia. This means transport 
costs to market are less. How about 
that? 

What America produces and makes, 
produces and makes America. 
Powering our Nation from inside our 
country means importing less. 

Just yesterday, the Department of 
Energy made a historic announcement 
about the achievement of fusion igni-
tion at Livermore National Labora-
tory. 

America is making great strides to 
unleash the future of energy. When 
America innovates, she is able to stand 
on her own two feet. 

Inside our borders, we must secure 
energy independence and good-paying 
jobs through distributed generation, 
solar, fusion, hydrogen, biofuels, ad-
vanced nuclear, and more. 

Energy security is national security. 
Let’s keep working to make our coun-
try energy secure with the good jobs 
that go with it, both for today and the 
tomorrows to come. 

Onward, energy progress. 
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CONGRATULATING INDIANA AREA 

HIGH SCHOOL MATH TEAM 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to recog-
nize the Indiana Area High School 
math team, which recently attended 
the 36th Annual Benjamin Freed High 
School Mathematics Competition at 
PennWest University Clarion on No-
vember 3. 

Out of the 213 students who attended, 
Indiana High School won first place 
overall in the team category, and five 
students from Indiana High School in-
dividually placed in the statewide com-
petition: Chloe Williams, Luca 
Cosentino, Gabe Kenning, Ethan Cole-
man, and James Mill. 

The math team is coached by Dr. 
Scott Layden and consists of advanced 
math students from the Indiana junior 
and senior high schools. 

The team plans to continue training 
and attend future competitions at uni-
versities across the State and across 
the country. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in 
congratulating these fine young stu-
dents on their outstanding accomplish-
ment and their commitment to science 
and mathematics. 

As a senior member of the House 
Education and Labor Committee and a 
longtime advocate for young people in 
STEM, I take pride in seeing our stu-
dents adopt a love of math that will 
take them far in their careers and their 
lives. 

f 

MOURNING THE PASSING OF DR. 
TERRY YAMAUCHI 

(Mr. HILL asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HILL. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
mourn the loss of my good friend, Dr. 
Terry Yamauchi, who passed away last 
month. 

As a young boy growing up during 
the Second World War, he and his 
mother were interned at a Japanese re-
location camp in Idaho. 

Following this, he and his family 
moved frequently for his father’s ca-
reer, including a 2-year stint in Japan 
while his father was a U.S. Treasury 
representative. 

Dr. Yamauchi graduated from the 
University of Oregon Medical School in 
1967 and completed his post-doctoral 
training at the UCLA School of Medi-
cine. 

After a few years at UCLA, the doc-
tor joined UAMS, the University of Ar-
kansas Medical School, and Arkansas 
Children’s Hospital, where he practiced 
for over 40 years. 

Throughout his distinguished career, 
he authored over 300 medical papers 
and book chapters over pediatric and 
infectious disease. He served as the di-

rector of the Department of Human 
Services for Governor Bill Clinton. 

Terry’s service to our community 
will not be forgotten. My prayers are 
with his wife of 55 years, Alison, his 
children, and grandchildren. 

f 

TIME TO PASS CRUCIAL 
LEGISLATION 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, 
in this season of greetings and well- 
wishes for holidays for Americans, I do 
wish them a very special holiday sea-
son in all the ways that we, as Ameri-
cans, will celebrate this holiday. 

We know that it is a season of giving 
and good cheer as we finish our collec-
tive work to be able to fund the gov-
ernment, to keep the doors open, and 
to help the services of those who need 
them to continue. 

I also think it is important to say 
that we have crucial legislation that 
should be passed. We cannot leave 
without passing voting rights. We can-
not leave with gifting to the American 
people oppressive voting laws to stop 
them from voting, that purge the vot-
ing rolls. We cannot leave without real 
human trafficking legislation that pro-
tects our children at schools. 

The No Trafficking Zones Act is in 
the Senate, the other body, and it has 
to be passed. It is a pathway of pro-
tecting children and families feeling 
safe when their children go to schools, 
that predators will not be able to actu-
ally recruit children for human traf-
ficking right at the school and even on-
line. 

Madam Speaker, I give good greet-
ings, but this legislation has to pass, 
voting rights and the No Trafficking 
Zones Act. 

f 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2021, the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. ELLZEY) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority 
leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. ELLZEY. Madam Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the topic 
of this special order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. ELLZEY. Madam Speaker, 

thanks for sticking around. 
In July, I addressed the House floor 

with my version of a speech my child-
hood pastor would give every Sunday 
called ‘‘Joys and Concerns.’’ During 
this, he would highlight some of the re-
markable things that members of the 
church were doing and some of their 

many accomplishments. He would also 
take this time to bring up prayer re-
quests to unite as a congregation and 
to pray for our community and those 
in need. 

During my last speech, I followed his 
example, and I was able to bring atten-
tion to dozens of outstanding people 
living in Tarrant, Ellis, and Navarro 
Counties. 

I also asked those in this Chamber 
and across our Nation to join in prayer 
to help many who were struggling. 

Since that day, of course, a lot has 
happened, and my office has sent out 
hundreds of recognition letters across 
my district. Many constituents have 
written to my office to express their 
own joy or concern. 

So, today, I come before the House of 
Representatives to, once again, follow 
in my pastor’s footsteps and do my own 
version of ‘‘Joys and Concerns.’’ 

I think it is only fitting to start with 
those who give so much to us each and 
every day. October 28 is the day we set 
aside each year to celebrate and thank 
our first responders. 

My district, District 6 of Texas, has 
20 police departments, 13 fire depart-
ments, and 3 sheriff’s offices, currently. 
In the new district, it will go to nine 
sheriff’s offices. 

Life as we know it would not be pos-
sible without the dedication that the 
brave men and women who serve in 
these departments exhibit each day. 

It would take hours to list off each 
officer who serves us, and while I do 
not have time to do that today, nor 
would anybody want me to, I want to 
take a moment and recognize the lead-
ers of each department. 

Thank you to Chief Joe Wiser from 
Waxahachie, Carl Smith from 
Midlothian, Garland Wolf from Red 
Oak PD, Chief Dustin Munn from Ennis 
PD, John Thacker from Maypearl, 
Chief Tracy Aaron from Mansfield, 
Chief Scott McAuley from Italy, Chief 
Jesus Mancillas from Ferris, Chief 
Chris Amos from Milford, Chief John 
Zaidle from Palmer, Chief T.C. Lawhon 
from Blooming Grove, Chief Robert 
Johnson from Corsicana, Chief Scott 
Sykora from Dawson, Chief Charles 
Parson from Rice, Chief Daniel 
Scesney from Grand Prairie, Chief Roy 
Ivey from Kerens, Chief Al Jones from 
Arlington, Sheriff Brad Norman from 
Ellis County, Sheriff Elmer Tanner 
from Navarro County, Chief Bill 
Waybourn from Tarrant County, Chief 
Ricky Boyd from Waxahachie Fire, 
Chief Dale McCaskill from Midlothian 
Fire, Chief Ben Blanton from Red Oak, 
Chief Bill Evans from Ennis Fire, Chief 
Michael Ross from Mansfield Fire, 
Chief Jackie Cate from Italy Fire, 
Chief Brian Horton from Ferris Fire, 
Chief Mark Jackson from Milford Fire, 
Chief Kevin Rhoades from Palmer Fire, 
Chief Mike Ryan from Corsicana Fire, 
Chief Robert Fite from Grand Prairie 
Fire, Chief Don Crowson from Arling-
ton Fire, and Chief Brandon Kennedy 
from the Ovilla Fire Department. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 09:04 Dec 15, 2022 Jkt 039060 PO 00000 Frm 00113 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K14DE7.119 H14DEPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

12
6Q

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH9844 December 14, 2022 
You all go above the call each and 

every day, and it is my honor to recog-
nize you. 

I also acknowledge the 30 applicants 
from Texas’ Sixth Congressional Dis-
trict who want to serve in our Nation’s 
military academies. It is an extreme 
honor as a 1992 Naval Academy grad-
uate to pick the future generation of 
leaders for this country, both in the 
military and perhaps in statesmanship. 

These men and women raised their 
hands and said, ‘‘I am here. Send me,’’ 
and I recognize them here: Lucy 
Ballard from Mansfield Legacy, Alex-
ander Brough from Mansfield High, 
Jacob Brown from Mansfield Lake 
Ridge, Marshall Cloyd from St. Ste-
phen’s Episcopal, Michael Cook from 
Mansfield High, Austin Garcia from 
Midlothian High, Shania Grant from 
iSchool Virtual Academy of Texas, 
Reid Griffin from James W. Martin 
High, Joseph Gutierrez from Ennis 
High, Julia Helsel from Arlington 
High, Brett Hoelscher from Arlington 
High, Jared Howell from Mansfield 
Legacy, Alexander Huh from Lake 
Braddock Secondary, Hieu Huynh from 
Arlington Bowie, Brian Larson from 
Nolan Catholic High, Ezra Lee from 
James W. Martin High, Noah Loughlin 
from Mansfield Lake Ridge High, 
Giovanni Mancuso from Midlothian 
High, Caitlyn New from Palmer High, 
Asher Nguyen from James W. Martin 
High, Ricardo Olivares, Jr. from Flow-
er Mound High, Austin Palacios from 
Arlington Lamar High, Troy Roberts, 
Jr. from All Saints Episcopal School, 
Madison Rodriguez from James W. 
Martin High School, Audrey Rowe from 
Nolan Catholic High, Bahij Said from 
Kennedale High, Orion Villarreal from 
Jesuit Dallas College Prep, Justin 
Walker from Kennedale High, and 
Rylan Woodward from Broadneck High. 

These are all exceptional young men 
and women, and I want the American 
people to know, especially the people 
of Texas’ Sixth District, that the fu-
ture of our country is safe with young 
men and women like these. 

Next, I recognize members of our 
community that have gone above and 
beyond. 

James Reed, congratulations on 
being awarded Firefighter of the Year 
by the Corsicana Fire Rescue Depart-
ment for 2022. Thank you for your sac-
rifices and for keeping our community 
safe. 

Detective Sergeant Travis Thurston, 
congratulations on being awarded Cor-
sicana Kiwanis Deputy of the Year for 
2022. This award is a tribute to your 
courageous and selfless acts as a law 
enforcement officer. 

This honor is well deserved, as you 
have shown exemplary contributions to 
law enforcement over the past year. 
Thank you for your service and for 
keeping our community safe. 

b 2100 

Mattie Thayne: Congratulations on 
recently obtaining your Eagle Scout 
badge. The commitment, tenacity, in-

tegrity, and work ethic that are re-
quired to achieve the Boy Scouts of 
America’s highest rank are invaluable 
qualities. 

Keith Moore: Congratulations on 
being inducted into the Navarro Col-
lege Athletics Hall of Fame in 2022. 
Your hard work and dedication during 
the 1989 football season earned you and 
your teammates the first-ever NJCAA 
Team Championship for Navarro Col-
lege. The effort that you put in to 
achieve a perfect 10–0 season is more 
than impressive, and I commend you 
on this distinguished award. 

Joe Wiser: Congratulations on being 
named the new police chief in 
Waxahachie starting in October. This 
is such a vital liaison between the po-
lice department and the community. 
The citizens of Waxahachie are fortu-
nate to have you with your leadership 
experience and familiarity with the 
area. 

Jacen Stanford: Congratulations on 
your recent enlistment and the oppor-
tunities this brings for your future. 
You have taken a great oath, and with 
that comes great responsibility. Thank 
you for your willingness and commit-
ment to serve in the United States 
Army and your noble desire to protect 
this great Nation and the men and 
women you stand beside. Godspeed, 
Jason. 

Sandy Faussett-Stoops: Congratula-
tions on the achievement of 900 career 
wins as a girls high school volleyball 
head coach. The many hours of prac-
tice and determination are reflected by 
your success on and off the court. 
There have been many exceptional 
volleyball players who have come 
through your program, and I know you 
have been very proud of all of them. 

Dana Compton: Congratulations on 
being awarded Civilian of the Year by 
the Mansfield ISD Police Department. 
This honor recognizes your commit-
ment to the community that will leave 
a lasting impact for many years to 
come. Leaders provide the structure 
and organization that others aspire to 
have. I know that your work in our 
community as a police dispatcher will 
inspire others to exhibit the same lead-
ership qualities that have enabled you 
to become successful and a great cit-
izen. 

Officer Robert ‘‘Sandy’’ Blunck: Con-
gratulations on being awarded Officer 
of the Year from Mansfield ISD Police 
Department for 2022. This award is a 
tribute to your sacrifice and coura-
geous acts as a law enforcement offi-
cer. Thank you for your sacrifice and 
for keeping our community safe. 

Brek Bradshaw: Congratulations on 
winning a book writing contest to have 
your book ‘‘Chicken Bot and the Gold-
en Egg’’ published. I am pleased to hear 
about the talented young students in 
our community who commit time and 
dedication to leaving such a positive 
impact in their city for many years to 
come. We are truly blessed to have 
such an artistic and intelligent student 
represent Waxahachie ISD so well. 

Charles Bush: Congratulations on 
being awarded Firefighter of the Year 
by the Navarro County Volunteer Fire-
fighters Association for 2022. This 
award is a tribute to your courageous 
and selfless acts as a firefighter and 
first responder. Thank you for your 
sacrifice and for keeping our commu-
nity safe. 

Barbara Kelley: Congratulations on 
your retirement from being a distin-
guished police telecommunicator for 
DART and the Navarro County Sher-
iff’s Office. The people of Navarro 
County greatly appreciate your years 
of service, and you will be missed tre-
mendously. It is an honor to recognize 
you for your 35 years of public service 
in law enforcement. Your outstanding 
performance has helped strengthen the 
relationship between public officials 
and community members. Your hard 
work and dedication have inspired oth-
ers to lead and follow your exceptional 
example. The numerous contributions 
you have made to this community will 
have a lasting impact for many years 
to come. 

Madam Speaker, at this time I yield 
to the gentlewoman from North Caro-
lina (Ms. FOXX.) 

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, I thank 
my colleague for yielding. 

Madam Speaker, employee-sponsored 
coverage is the bedrock of our 
healthcare system, and it is under at-
tack by President Biden and the Demo-
cratic Party. 

Despite its name, the Affordable Care 
Act did nothing to make healthcare 
coverage more affordable. In fact, it 
did the opposite. Health coverage is 
now more expensive than ever. 

In 2008, before the passage of 
ObamaCare, the average annual pre-
mium for a family was $12,680. Today, 
it is $22,460. To make matters worse, 
experts say that 2022 is the calm before 
the storm, and employers are bracing 
for drastic cost increases in 2023 due to 
inflation, health worker staff short-
ages, and supply chain issues. 

It is imperative that Congress ad-
dress the affordability, transparency, 
and accessibility of healthcare. I have 
said this repeatedly: I will not stand by 
while the Federal Government burdens 
Americans with heavy-handed policies. 

Now Democrats are using their self- 
made affordability crisis to move all 
Americans to Medicare for All. The 
Biden administration has continued its 
march towards total government con-
trol by illegally expanding ObamaCare 
subsidies. Expanding ObamaCare and 
its unfettered spending continues to 
drive inflation, adds billions of dollars 
to the Federal deficit, and makes 
health insurance less affordable. 

Despite the pandemic being over, 
President Biden has also failed to end 
the COVID–19 Public Health Emer-
gency, PHE, prolonging Americans’ de-
pendence on the Federal Government. 

The American people deserve to 
know the Biden administration’s plans 
to wind down the PHE and transition 
the procurement and distribution of 
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COVID–19 vaccines, therapeutics, and 
testing to the commercial market 
quickly. 

Furthermore, it is imperative that 
we continue to protect access to tele-
health as part of this off-ramp plan. 
The COVID–19 pandemic revealed that 
virtual visits can fill glaring gaps in 
healthcare access nationwide. 

Congress allowed coverage for pre-de-
ductible virtual visits for the duration 
of the PHE. Around 90 percent of high 
deductible health plans took advantage 
of that provision this year, up from ap-
proximately 80 percent in 2021 and 60 
percent in April 2020. This is clear 
proof that Americans need and are 
making use of increased access to tele-
health. 

President Biden and Democrats may 
not have a plan to address these crit-
ical issues, but Republicans do. For the 
past year, House Republicans have 
worked to create the Commitment to 
America which includes policies to 
strengthen employer-sponsored cov-
erage by increasing competition in the 
healthcare market, promoting price 
transparency, and lowering health cov-
erage costs. 

Republicans also have plans to help 
employers lower costs by expanding ac-
cess to association health plans and 
tax-advantaged health savings ac-
counts. We plan to remove barriers 
that currently prevent employers from 
participating in advanced payment ini-
tiatives. 

We will reduce the administrative 
burden on business owners created by 
outdated ObamaCare paperwork man-
dates, and we will promote policies 
that transfer control of health spend-
ing back to the patient. 

We must shed the layers of bureauc-
racy blocking Americans from under-
standing the true cost of their care. 
This includes codifying the Trump ad-
ministration’s price transparency rule 
and building on the price transparency 
provision in the No Surprises Act. 

Time and time again, the Biden ad-
ministration has failed to make the 
best use of taxpayer dollars. Democrats 
champion the idea of ‘‘health for all’’ 
and ‘‘universal coverage,’’ but they se-
riously fail to consider the adverse im-
pact their policies have on inflation, 
costs, access, and quality. 

By contrast, Republicans will build 
on the bedrock of our healthcare sys-
tem—employer-sponsored coverage. We 
are committed to making employer- 
sponsored healthcare and the 
healthcare market more affordable, 
transparent, and competitive. 

Madam Speaker, I thank Mr. ELLZEY 
for giving me the opportunity. 

Mr. ELLZEY. It is a pleasure. 
Madam Speaker, continuing on with 

the folks whom we were talking about 
earlier: 

I would like to recognize and con-
gratulate Charles ‘‘Chuck’’ Beatty. 

I congratulate you on having the new 
city hall annex in Waxahachie named 
after you. Your outstanding leadership 
and service to Waxahachie is greatly 

appreciated. You are a role model to 
your community, and I commend you 
on your willingness to serve and your 
dedication to our community. 

Zane Petty: Congratulations on being 
drafted by the Milwaukee Brewers in 
the 2022 MLB draft. Your hard work 
and dedication during this past base-
ball season have earned you a spot as 
one of the top DFW area athletes. I 
know you will be successful in your 
time in Major League Baseball, and I 
look forward to watching you play 
soon. 

Mary Crowell: Congratulations on 
being awarded Volunteer of the Year 
for the Baylor, Scott & White Hospital 
Ladies Auxiliary for 2022. This award is 
a tribute to your courageous and self-
less acts volunteering in healthcare 
and the exemplary contributions you 
have shown to the hospital over the 
past several months. Over the course of 
this year, you have served as a role 
model for many in the Ellis County 
area. Your many hours of service have 
strengthened the bonds and trust that 
have brought people together over the 
past year. 

Calvin Simpson-Hunt: Congratula-
tions on being named to the All-Amer-
ican Bowl for football this year. Your 
combination of character and athletic 
ability has allowed you to earn such an 
incredible honor that is well-deserved. 

Danny Combs: Thank you for helping 
to start and continue the Kerens Vet-
erans Memorial and Museum. The self-
lessness of veterans like yourself who 
answered our Nation’s call to serve de-
fines the true character of your genera-
tion. We continue to remain indebted 
to all those who have worn the uniform 
and sacrificed their all for our beloved 
freedom. 

Brian and Jeanie Harding: Thank you 
for volunteering with other members of 
Midway Hills Christian Church and 
Refugee Services of Texas-Dallas, to 
set up a complete apartment for ref-
ugee families from the Democratic Re-
public of the Congo and from Honduras 
in May, September, and November. 

b 2110 

Lisa West: I want to congratulate 
you on your retirement from Corsicana 
ISD after 36 years. Lisa has served chil-
dren of all ages in the public education 
sector and special education. Thank 
you for your years of service to our 
community. 

I also want to recognize today an 
American hero, Lieutenant Com-
mander Richard Charles Dawson, bet-
ter known as Dick. Just last month I 
had the opportunity to present the 
Bronze Star Medal with Combat V to 
Lieutenant Commander Dawson. What 
many may not know is that this 
Bronze Star is the third highest that 
our military can award to a service-
member. Any time this award is given, 
it is a tremendous honor. But his was 
even more special because Lieutenant 
Commander Dawson served our Nation 
in combat operations against our en-
emies in Vietnam from April 1967 

through March 1968. First of all, wel-
come home, sir. 

This past April, Dick received a most 
unusual phone call. He was told that 
Captain David Brown, his former com-
manding officer of Coastal Division 11 
was in the process of moving his home. 
Captain Brown had discovered the 
original documentation supporting 
Dick’s nomination for the Bronze Star 
with Combat V. 

Captain Brown then realized that the 
Department of the Navy had not re-
ceived the original package sent 54 
years ago. After an investigation, Cap-
tain Brown organized a small team to 
help correct this oversight. 

The paperwork was resubmitted and 
approved. It was an honor to be a part 
of the ceremony. It proved that biparti-
sanship is alive and well in Wash-
ington, D.C., and that we put America 
first, and we take care of those who 
have taken care of us. Thank you, sir, 
for all you have done for your country. 

As an aside, I thank the Secretary of 
the Navy, Carlos Del Toro, for approv-
ing this award, it was well-deserved, 
and thank you for your timeliness on 
it. 

These are just a few examples of 
some outstanding people living in 
Texas’ Sixth District. So when you 
think that there is no hope in this 
country, know that there is. There are 
good people like this everywhere across 
our country, I am just talking about 
the folks in the Sixth District, and it is 
my privilege to honor them on the 
House floor. 

Every Sunday, after the joys would, 
of course, come the concerns, and there 
was never a shortage because everyone 
knew in Matthew, he says, ‘‘When two 
or three are gathered in My name, I am 
in the midst of them.’’ And at times 
like these, everybody is in need in 
some way or somehow, especially dur-
ing the Christmas season. 

I will start with a concern from 
Katherine Bongfeldt. She asks that we 
all pray for the safety of our allies who 
are still in Afghanistan. That those 
brave men and women who helped when 
we needed it most are protected and 
safe during these uncertain times in 
their country—and I sure hope we get 
them out. 

I ask that you keep the Estes, Wil-
liams, and Tribbles families in our 
prayers, for they have all lost a loved 
one. Anyone who has lost a mother, fa-
ther, brother, or sister knows how 
challenging these times can be, espe-
cially during the holidays. 

Mary from Ennis, Texas, would like 
us to keep an open door during this 
holiday season. Many out there do not 
have a place to call home or a family 
to have dinner with. Thank you, Mary. 

Please pray for the family of Officer 
Brandon Tsai. Officer Tsai from Grand 
Prairie Police Department was killed 
in a collision last month while pur-
suing a driver fleeing a traffic stop. 

On October 16, Coach Cliff White 
from Midlothian High School lost his 
battle with cancer and Midlothian lost 
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a pillar of their community. Coach 
White was more than a coach to his 
students, he was a mentor. Even during 
his hardest days, you would find him at 
every sporting event cheering on his 
teams. You will be missed, Coach. 

I ask that you keep all Americans in 
your prayers. Keep joy in your hearts, 
hope in man, and faith in God. 

Next, I want to talk about somebody 
that many of us in Washington know 
well. 

On February 23, 1945, Hershel 
‘‘Woody’’ Williams made history and 
was presented our Nation’s highest 
military honor for his inspirational 
leadership and action in Iwo Jima; that 
is the Medal of Honor. 

On July 3, 2022, Woody once again 
made history by being the first enlisted 
man to ever be ‘‘Lain in Honor’’ here in 
our Nation’s Capitol. 

Even in death, Woody served his 
country, for his funeral gave all Ameri-
cans the opportunity to salute the 16 
million men and women who served in 
our Armed Forces during the Second 
World War. 

In the 246-year history our country, 
no enlisted man had ever lain in honor 
under the dome of our Capitol. On July 
3, American history was changed for 
the better. 

There are few things that can change 
this world more than a powerful child’s 
idea—or a powerful idea from a power-
ful child. In 2014, 7-year-old Rabel Jose-
phine McNutt was preparing to attend 
her godfather’s, Medal of Honor recipi-
ent, Walter Ehlers’ funeral. Moved by 
what she saw, she turned to her father, 
Bill, and said: Daddy, let’s get them to 
do a big funeral in Washington, D.C., 
for Uncle Walter’s friends. 

So, Rabel and Bill got to work. The 
idea became a national cause with vol-
unteer efforts conducted in all 50 
States; Sixteen State legislatures 
passed resolutions, 15 congressional 
delegations wrote letters of support, 11 
State Governors wrote to the White 
House, and the America Legion unani-
mously supported the mission at their 
100th convention. 

Today, 35 million American families 
claim a parent, grandparent, or close 
relative who fought in World War II. 
Make no mistake, they are the reason 
we enjoy our freedoms today. The cour-
age, devotion, and faith that brought 
us through World War II’s perils are ex-
emplified by the State funeral for these 
American heroes. 

To the 16 million men and women 
who gave their lives or sacrificed in 
some way so we can be here today, 
thank you and God bless. I would ask 
that in the future every Medal of 
Honor recipient that is still alive, that 
they get to lay in honor in the rotunda. 

Next, I want to recognize a man that 
has spent his entire life in service to 
his community. Chief Wade Goolsby 
has spent the last 42 years in law en-
forcement and September 30 he said he 
was finally done. 

Chief Goolsby may call Waxahachie 
PD home now, but Waxahachie is not 

the only department that has changed 
for the better. 

He started his career with the Arling-
ton Police Department where he 
worked patrol, investigations, and pro-
fessional standards. After being pro-
moted to sergeant, he served in leader-
ship roles at the Coppell Police Depart-
ment, the Southlake Police Depart-
ment, and the Seguin Police Depart-
ment before he landed home as the 
chief of police for Waxahachie where he 
has been for the last 7 years. 

If you ask the chief what the best 
part of his job is, without a doubt he 
will say catching the bad guys, and 
over his 42 years of service he did that 
a lot. 

I have known Wade for the last 7 
years, and I can honestly say that the 
Waxahachie Police Department would 
not be where it is now without his lead-
ership. I know his goal was to leave 
every department he worked at in a 
better place than when he started, and 
he did. You did it, my friend. 

I, and the people of Waxahachie 
thank you for your years of dedication 
and service and for keeping our com-
munity save. 

I wish both you and Sheryl a very 
happy retirement—whatever that looks 
likes. I know you will succeed in your 
next goal of having the best-looking 
yard. 

As I said before, my district had 30 
applicants of young men and women 
eager to serve in our Nation’s military 
academies. I had the opportunity to sit 
down and meet each of them a few 
weeks ago. If anybody is worried about 
the direction of our country, or if we 
will have strong leaders in the coming 
years, don’t be. 

I would like you to meet my appli-
cants. I promise you after meeting 
them, by listening to their essays, you 
will be filled with hope for our country. 
I want to take some time to read to 
you why these applicants want to serve 
in our Nation’s military, why they be-
lieve in our country, and why they are 
hopeful for our future. 

I asked each of these candidates to 
write one, and after I read them, I was 
particularly touched by several of 
them. I was touched by all of them, but 
here are a few that I would like to 
present to you today. 

First is Michael Cook’s, and these are 
his words: 

An education through a service academy is 
right for me because I aspire to academically 
challenge myself, develop essential skills for 
any environment I may encounter, enhance 
my leadership ability, and most importantly, 
gain the essential preparation to ultimately 
serve and protect the United States of Amer-
ica. 

All of the academies offer a one-of-a-kind 
experience academically, especially in the 
STEM fields, something that pairs well with 
my desire to study mechanical engineering, 
or a field closely related to it. 

Each academy offers a vast array of re-
sources through state-of-the-art labs and 
equipment; in addition, access to high-level 
and experienced professors to ensure that 
each cadet acquires the necessary skills to 
excel in engineering. 

Most importantly, the academies offer a 
real-world and critical application for all 
labs and experiences. 

I have no doubt that access to these re-
sources will allow me to become the best 
academic version of myself and position me 
to excel in any STEM-based career. 

Of equal importance to me is the dedica-
tion each academy has to developing capable 
leaders in today’s world. By attending a 
service academy, I believe my leadership 
skills will progress exponentially. 

Since participation in some form of sports 
is a requirement, all students will learn val-
uable lessons through teamwork and encoun-
ter opportunities to lead in some fashion. 

I know the coaches at the academy can use 
these lessons to instill more refined leader-
ship capabilities which will translate into a 
career as an officer. 

The academy’s rigor and plethora of expe-
riences are key in developing leaders, as I 
would be exposed to various scenarios en-
countered in the military, thus further 
equipping me to lead others. 

A service academy education is about more 
than a superior experience academically; it 
uniquely pairs that with preparing cadets to 
be officers and serve the United States of 
America. Each academy offers a tough mili-
tary regiment to simulate military life. 

Programs such as SERE, the survival es-
cape program, parachutist programs, flight 
programs, sea year, and countless other pro-
grams enhance the capabilities of cadets as 
they see firsthand what it takes to be excel-
lent leaders in the United States of Amer-
ica’s military. 

In my service, I want to be a combat res-
cue officer or pilot. Through these extensive 
programs offered, I will develop unique and 
tangible skills necessary to execute missions 
as a pilot. 

Ultimately, any service academy, through 
the academic rigor, leadership opportunities, 
and countless programs, will develop me into 
the best version of myself and allow me to 
serve our great Nation to the best of my 
ability. 

b 2120 

The next is applicant Asher Nguyen. 
From computer coding to aviation warfare, 

the military academies are prestige organi-
zations that dedicate their assets to train ca-
dets, ultimately contributing to the welfare 
of our Nation. 

I want to attend a military academy be-
cause I explored what it takes to be an offi-
cer and I believe that I possess both the lead-
ership qualities and selflessness to pursue a 
military career. 

Leadership is a key trait to serving in the 
military. Taking initiative actions to guide 
companions is necessary to pursue success. 
As the senior class president and as someone 
who has taken many initiative roles in 
school clubs, I have gained experience as a 
leader and a team player. 

From effectively heading a STEM leader-
ship conference of 300-plus students and 
earning the title of ‘‘Compelled’’ in football 
by leading with my actions, I learned to 
carry out leadership responsibilities in 
school, which correlates to carrying out re-
sponsibilities in the military. 

Participating in leadership opportunities 
opened the gates and inspired me to guide 
those around me. Serving in the Armed 
Forces would allow me to further cultivate 
my teamwork and leadership skills, as well 
as help others. 

The opportunity to serve in the military 
would also allow me to return the favor it 
did for my family. 

This is the important part that I 
want to express to you. 
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My father escaped the horrors of the Viet-

nam war at the age of 9. His boat was strand-
ed. However, a naval ship appeared and saved 
my father’s family. This incident was in-
stilled into my father’s core memory, which 
inspired him to serve in the military. 

My father does play a small role in my in-
spiration to attend and serve in the military. 
However, the main reason I would like to 
serve is to help other families the way my 
family was aided. 

Being granted the opportunity to help oth-
ers the same way my father was helped is a 
dream of mine. No matter the role in the 
military, every action contributes to the 
welfare of our country. 

Serving in the military would not only 
allow me to return the favor as it has done 
for my family but ultimately serve the peo-
ple that define the United States of America. 

Through physical fitness, educational op-
portunities, and teamwork cooperation, I be-
lieve the military academies are the best 
route to helping others and cultivating lead-
ership, ultimately contributing to our coun-
try’s welfare and serving others. 

I think that is just fantastic. 
The next is from Jacob Brown. 
Attending a service academy is the ideal 

pathway to achieving my goal of becoming a 
military officer. I believe the service acad-
emy’s overall experiences and benefits far 
outweigh those of any traditional college. 

I am excited to continue leadership and 
disciplined learning at a service academy 
needed for the foundation of a future mili-
tary officer. I attended a summer aviation 
program in Virginia in 2015, at the age of 10, 
which introduced me to aviation. 

I later joined the Civil Air Patrol in 2017 
after my father retired from the United 
States Secret Service and my family relo-
cated to Texas. Through the Civil Air Patrol, 
I have experienced several military func-
tions, such as staying on military bases for 
summer encampment and leadership schools 
over the past 5 years. 

The experience I gained from attending 
leadership schools such as Senior Non-
commissioned Officer Academy, Officer 
Training School, and Cadet Command Staff 
College has helped me advance to the rank of 
cadet colonel. 

As the current cadet commander at my 
squadron, I have had the opportunity to de-
velop my leadership abilities through con-
ducting weekly drills and promotion review 
boards. The Civil Air Patrol exposed me to 
the wonderful opportunity of the military. 
Therefore, I have chosen a career path to be-
come an officer in the U.S. military. 

Together, these experiences over the last 5 
years have provided a sound foundation that 
I believe has equipped me to succeed in a 
service academy and future career in the 
military. I was accepted last summer to an 8- 
week-long flight school in New Bern, North 
Carolina. 

There, I completed my solo flight, solo 
cross country, and long solo cross country. I 
only have a couple of hours left to take my 
check ride for my private pilot license. What 
makes me a unique candidate for a nomina-
tion to the military academy is the level of 
commitment and dedication I demonstrated 
in setting and accomplishing goals. 

For example, I began setting long-term 
goals when I was 6 years old with the 3-year 
program to successfully achieve my black 
belt in tae kwon do. While I was motivated 
when I started the program in 2011, at age 6, 
after a year and a half, I faced a wall and 
wanted to stop and start another sport. 

Ultimately, through the leadership of my 
father, I developed the invaluable trait of 
perseverance. Since that early period in my 
life, I have used that lesson about the power 

of commitment and dedication to overcome 
other walls toward my goals. 

Through commitment and dedication, I ac-
complished the Civil Air Patrol’s highest 
cadet achievement and promotion to cadet 
colonel with the successful completion of the 
General Carl A. Spaatz Award, which less 
than 1 percent of all cadets in the Civil Air 
Patrol achieve. 

I believe my experiences, training, and 
overall preparedness through leadership and 
development in the Civil Air Patrol have en-
hanced my level of commitment needed to 
persevere through a military academy and as 
an officer in the military after graduation. 

Next is Ezra Lee. 
Since the beginning, the United States has 

always needed great leaders. To that end, 
military academies have been a critical com-
ponent in producing such leaders. The posi-
tion that the academies graduates put them 
in a place where they have the ability to 
make an impact. 

I want to attend a military academy be-
cause of the extraordinary leadership, char-
acter-building, and academic education it 
will provide to make me the best version of 
myself to serve my country and my endeav-
ors. 

Attending an academy will allow me to be 
a part of something bigger than myself by 
surrounding myself with the same motiva-
tions, ambitions, and dedication. 

Many people consider college to be a time 
of growth, bonding, and change. While these 
are important, some will desire more, like 
the desire to truly test themselves and push 
beyond what they thought was imaginable. 

While spending time at UTA through my 
dual-credit program, I have found myself 
wanting more than the traditional college 
experience. 

Learning about how hard the academies 
push cadets through their detailed sched-
uling, pressure, and rigorous academics, I 
have found them to be the perfect place to 
fill what I could not find in a traditional col-
lege. 

The academies’ physical, academic, and 
mental toughness turn many away, but this 
is why I want to attend. I want to be put in 
an environment in which I can truly test 
myself in order to become the best version of 
myself to help others and make an impact. 

Throughout my life, I have had the privi-
lege of being a part of many communities, 
such as church, school, and orchestra. I have 
developed an appreciation for what strong 
communities provide. 

A strong community such as my church 
has given me my faith and has provided me 
with countless people who have changed my 
life. Seeing those who have developed strong 
character has given me a desire to pursue it. 

School has provided me with friends and 
teachers who have cared for me and given me 
a desire to learn. 

Orchestra has provided me with an envi-
ronment that has pushed me and allowed me 
to understand teamwork. 

Attending a military academy is the best 
option for me because this is where the as-
pects of what I appreciate the most from 
these communities, faith, care, teamwork, 
and connection, come together in one place. 

Additionally, it would allow me to give 
back to others in these communities by serv-
ing. Ultimately, I want to attend a military 
academy to be challenged and pushed in a 
way that allows me to not only serve this 
country but also to emerge as a leader and 
the most optimal version of myself. This is 
what I desire to do most for the next decade 
of my life, and I know that this decision will 
be one I never regret. 

Next applicant is Brett Hoelscher. 
For as far as back as I can remember, I 

have wanted to be a pilot. And although pas-

senger jets are interesting, I have only ever 
aspired to become a military aviator. 

My uncle, a graduate of the Air Force 
Academy and a former F–16 pilot and test 
pilot, always shared his larger-than-life tales 
with me as a kid and encouraged me to 
dream big. 

So, I did. I realized very quickly that my 
long-term goal was to earn a degree in aero-
space engineering and use that degree plus 
flight experience as an aviator or Air Force 
pilot to become the chief test pilot at NASA 
or Lockheed Martin. 

In addition, I realized how competitive ap-
plying and attending a service academy 
would be, but I was excited. I knew that the 
competitive nature of these academies would 
only serve to better prepare me for my fu-
ture in military service and in a civilian ca-
reer. 

So far in my application process, I have 
gotten to meet some of the brightest, 
kindest, most encouraging, and most honest 
people I have ever met. 

Through a service academy, I will forge 
friendships through hardship and laughter 
that will last a lifetime, and I will be able to 
learn from some of the best professors and 
mentors this country has to offer. 

At a service academy, I will be able to sur-
round myself with motivated, hardworking, 
detail-oriented men and women who share 
my passion and drive to succeed at every-
thing I do. 

Through military training, I will better 
understand how to lead under intense pres-
sure, how to work within a group, and how to 
be supremely confident yet humble in my ac-
tions. 

Through a service academy, I will develop 
as a young man, and I will be able to realize 
my dreams at a place few can say they have 
graduated from. I know I will not quit if 
given an opportunity to attend a service 
academy, and I can only hope that through 
this application you can see my drive to suc-
ceed at a service academy. 

b 2130 

Two more. 
Next is applicant Bahij Said. 
Being born in the United States and having 

lived abroad in the Middle East for several 
years, I have developed a deep respect for the 
freedoms Americans enjoy. 

My father, who traveled to the United 
States to seek a better future, and my moth-
er, who studied criminology and criminal 
justice in hopes to improve our Nation, in-
stilled the conservative and patriotic values 
that ignited my passion to serve this great 
country. 

After traveling to over 35 countries, in-
cluding Iran, Saudi Arabia, and Afghanistan, 
I have had the unique opportunity to see the 
extent other countries are willing to confirm 
to in order to harm our Nation. 

From openly protesting against the United 
States to spreading perverted religious ide-
ology that directly impacts U.S. citizens, the 
passionate hate that these individuals have 
for our country left me astounded. 

The more I witnessed these hateful acts, 
the more I began researching and reading 
about recent historical events and actions 
that inspired so many of these individuals. 

I read over 80 books on topics including the 
war on terrorism in Iraq and Afghanistan, 
the history of radical jihadists, the use of en-
hanced interrogation techniques on detain-
ees, and the collection and analyzation of in-
telligence from high-risk areas in the Middle 
East in order to develop a deeper under-
standing of the complex situation. 

As I got older, I began questioning what I 
could do in order to make a difference. 

After speaking with numerous individuals, 
both in the government intelligence and 
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military intelligence community, I decided 
that I would like to work in the field of in-
telligence as well. 

The decision made sense for a number of 
reasons, which included my trilingual capa-
bilities in Arabic, Pashto, and Persian, my 
ability to integrate myself in high-risk envi-
ronments, and my cultural and political un-
derstanding of enemy countries, which are 
all valuable assets that I would like to uti-
lize in defense for our Nation. 

Since higher education is a goal of mine, 
the service academies stood out as excellent 
options since they not only provided me with 
a world-class education but also the tools, 
training, and environment in order to defend 
and protect our country. 

In addition to offering a challenging set-
ting, the faculty at the service academies are 
highly distinguished in their areas of exper-
tise and incorporate years of experience 
within their academic lessons, a char-
acteristic not found at other educational in-
stitutions in the United States. 

The academies also provide areas to dis-
cuss and store classified material, a neces-
sity for somebody wanting to branch into in-
telligence. 

My top service academy option is the 
Naval Academy since I attended the Naval 
Academy Summer Seminar and fell in love 
with the unique history and environment of 
the academy. 

The students and instructors that I met 
while attending the summer seminar were 
all high-achieving, highly-motivated individ-
uals who were all passionate about serving 
their country. 

Moreover, the students and instructors at 
the Naval Academy are an excellent reflec-
tion of the overall category of individuals 
who attend other service academies, individ-
uals who demonstrate both intelligence and 
athleticism and are drawn toward service 
and duty. 

As a Muslim and Middle Easterner, an 
underrepresented minority in the United 
States military, it would be a great honor to 
be selected to attend a service academy. I 
look forward to serving my country by tak-
ing the first steps as a midshipman. 

That young man was 18. 
Finally, applicant Marshall Cloyd: 
I would like to attend a service academy 

because of my desire to incorporate a sense 
of purpose in my undergraduate experience 
and for the tangible career opportunities af-
forded at a service academy. Furthermore, I 
believe that the ideals of democracy and per-
sonal freedom our country stands for are 
something worth protecting. 

In Europe, South Korea, and many other 
places, our Armed Forces are the only reason 
there is peace and justice. The possibility 
and purpose of serving as a part of this im-
portant cause enthralls me. 

Another thing I noticed while touring mul-
tiple service academies was the visible sense 
of comradery amongst the cadets. The bond 
I witnessed while visiting was something I 
value deeply in my personal life and wish to 
feel at whatever workplace or academic in-
stitution I attend. 

Military academies also develop you as a 
person in a way that a traditional civilian 
school doesn’t. For one, everyone who grad-
uates from a service academy is trained into 
being a leader and goes on to develop said 
leadership skills after graduation. 

Military academies are also known for 
being academically rigorous and competitive 
places filled with driven and purposeful peo-
ple. I value this sort of culture within my 
current academic life and wish to continue it 
into my undergraduate years. 

I also respect the emphasis placed on phys-
ical prowess present at military academies. I 

want a career that requires a standard for 
physical fitness, as it is something both 
missing from and deeply needed by American 
society. 

It is indeed an honor and a difficult 
choice to have to choose from these in-
credible young men and women from 
the Sixth District of Texas. I realize 
that every district in this country has 
young men and women just like that. 
No matter what you see on mass media 
about the demise of our country and 
the downfall, our brightest days are 
yet ahead. 

Ecclesiastes 1:9 says: There is noth-
ing new under the Sun. 

Let’s have a bright outlook toward 
the future, especially at this time. 

I thank the people behind us who 
work so hard and so long, so many 
hours, and especially the stenographers 
for all their hard work and for every-
thing that they do. It is a pleasure and 
honor to be working with them. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

f 

UKRAINIAN ACCOUNTABILITY AND 
FUNDING 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2021, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Arkansas (Mr. HILL) 
until 10 p.m. 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I, too, thank 
my friend from Texas for his inspira-
tional recitations of these outstanding 
young people who seek an appointment 
to the military academy. There is no 
more optimistic and positive aspect of 
being a Member of Congress than mak-
ing those appointments. I thank him 
for his service. 

I also want to echo our thanks from 
both sides of the aisle to the Chaplain, 
the Clerk of the House, the Sergeant at 
Arms, the minority and majority 
cloakrooms, and our brave stenog-
raphers who sit here for hours taking 
down every inspirational word. We 
thank them for their service in this 
Congress. 

Madam Speaker, in October, as the 
first frost touched Ukraine, Vladimir 
Putin turned 70 years old. That week, 
Russian chess champion and activist 
Garry Kasparov spoke at Westminster 
College in Fulton, Missouri, the scene 
of Churchill’s famous ‘‘Iron Curtain’’ 
speech. Garry Kasparov declared: Thir-
ty years of making concessions that 
were intended to keep the peace have 
only postponed the war. 

Appeasement, Madam Speaker, never 
works. Kasparov went on to say: The 
price of stopping a dictator always goes 
up. It may seem expensive today, but it 
is only going to be more tomorrow. 

It is critically important that we 
build a consensus to support the 
Ukrainian people and their government 
in their valiant efforts to reject Putin’s 
rapacious invading Army. 

This illegal invasion and Putin’s 
wanton war crimes have been rejected 
by the world. This is evidenced by 
votes in the General Assembly of the 

United Nations and the ejection of Rus-
sia from the U.N. Human Rights Coun-
cil. It is evidenced by Sweden and Fin-
land petitioning to join NATO. It has 
been evidenced by a global coalition of 
nations supporting the Ukrainian peo-
ple with humanitarian assistance and 
military aid. 

But in order to maintain and enhance 
that global coalition of citizens and 
their elected representatives, it is crit-
ical that we provide a great deal more 
information and oversight to that hu-
manitarian and military assistance. 
Only together can we help Ukraine 
eject the bully and free its people. 

I support the idea of a special inspec-
tor general to oversee U.S. military 
and humanitarian assistance, coordi-
nating with the very active and exist-
ing inspector general programs at the 
Department of Defense and Depart-
ment of State. This is common sense. 
American taxpayers need to ensure full 
transparency and accountability for 
our financial support. 

Likewise, in my view, the Biden ad-
ministration has done a poor job ex-
plaining to Congress the over 100 bil-
lion euros in support of Ukraine from 
all the countries of the world, includ-
ing the United States. That is, they 
should provide Congress detailed as-
sessments of what funding has been 
provided to Ukraine, both military and 
humanitarian, from the European Com-
mission, individual member states of 
the European Union, and other nations 
from around the world, such as our 
great friend and ally, Japan. 

It is important for us, in assessing 
our own contributions to freedom in 
Ukraine, to assess and encourage our 
friends, allies, and partners to do as 
much as they can, maybe more, and as 
effectively as possible. We are all in 
the boat pulling mightily in the same 
direction, but we need that detail and 
transparency. 

Madam Speaker, in that regard, I was 
reflecting on my prior government 
service as a Treasury Department offi-
cial during the administration of 
George H. W. Bush. 

On August 1, 1990, Iraq was invaded 
by Kuwait and within 12 hours was in 
full control of that country. 

President Bush denounced the inva-
sion and stated clear and effective 
principles: First, to seek the imme-
diate, unconditional, and complete 
withdrawal of all Iraqi forces from Ku-
wait; next, to restore Kuwait’s legiti-
mate government; and, finally, to re-
main committed to the security and 
stability of the Persian Gulf region. 

Backed by a Security Council resolu-
tion at the U.N., the Bush administra-
tion set about to carry out those objec-
tives. 

It is important to note the extraor-
dinary leadership of then Secretary of 
State Jim Baker, Secretary of Treas-
ury Nick Brady, Deputy Secretary of 
State Larry Eagleburger, and the Un-
dersecretary of Treasury David 
Mulford. They all worked as a team 
and built an extraordinary coalition to 
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raise the financing for this global ef-
fort to stop Saddam Hussein and his il-
legal invasion. 

b 2140 
U.S. forces ultimately deployed over 

600,000 military personnel alongside 
more than 200,000 troops from our al-
lies. Secretaries Baker and Brady and 
their teams visited selected countries 
and developed the financial resources 
to effectively fund Kuwait’s liberation. 
More than 90 percent, Madam Speaker, 
of the United States’ incremental costs 
were reimbursed by our allies. This 
work was inspirational then and now. 

I call on Secretary of State Tony 
Blinken and Secretary of the Treasury 
Yellen to craft an active and effective 
campaign to globally bring forward 
even more diverse, comprehensive fi-
nancial resources to support Ukraine 
and their valiant fight to inject the in-
vader. 

This campaign will be essential to 
see the financial burden shared widely 
among all peace-loving countries of the 
world. 

THE FEDERAL RESERVE AND PRICE STABILITY 
Mr. HILL. Madam Speaker, as infla-

tion continues to wreak havoc on the 
wallets of our hardworking families, I 
rise today to urge the Federal Reserve 
to stay the course and win the fight 
against this insidious inflation. 

Our economy is in this troubling sit-
uation of coping with a four-decade 
high in prices due to three core rea-
sons: 

First, the Biden administration’s 
wasteful spending, pouring an ava-
lanche of loose money into an economy 
struggling with getting folks back to 
work and supply chain woes. 

Madam Speaker, our fiscal 2023 
spending is running 25 percent greater 
than just before the pandemic; 25 per-
cent more on an annual basis. If you 
include all President Biden’s new 
spending spree, it is running $1.3 tril-
lion higher per year. 

I wish Chairman Powell back in 2021 
had agreed with former Treasury Sec-
retary Larry Summers and opposed 
this massive, unfunded fiscal stimulus. 

Next, the Biden administration’s war 
on energy and employment has made it 
harder to get people back to work and 
harder to find and produce the badly 
needed oil and gas, get it out of the 
ground and on its way to heat our 
homes, fuel our communities, and sup-
port our allies in Europe. 

Finally, the Federal Reserve itself 
kept interest rates too low for too long 
while also purchasing trillions of dol-
lars in government securities. Now the 
Fed is left playing catch-up in the 
hopes of beating inflation in the short 
run without damaging our economy in 
the long run. 

Madam Speaker, I have a better ap-
proach. Earlier this year, alongside the 
gentleman from Florida (Mr. DONALDS), 
my friend and colleague, I introduced 
H.R. 7209, the Price Stability Act. This 
legislation would ensure that our cen-
tral bank focuses exclusively on its 
principal mandate of price stability. 

This bill repeals the 1970s so-called 
dual mandate whereby the Fed is con-
flicted, supposedly focused on price 
stability but also maintaining a grow-
ing economy. Madam Speaker, the leg-
islative branch and the executive 
branch should have that responsibility 
for policies that promote economic 
growth and a well-trained workforce 
with more job opportunities. The Fed 
should focus exclusively on price sta-
bility. 

Now, I welcome the Federal Reserve’s 
current efforts to mitigate inflation, 
and I urge Chairman Powell and his 
colleagues to avoid distraction and en-
sure their efforts are successful. Infla-
tion is a thief, and it hurts our hard-
working families, our seniors, and 
those on fixed incomes. It is vital that 
the Federal Reserve focus on con-
taining inflation and steer clear of eco-
nomic policy fads. 

RECOGNIZING ARKANSAS GOVERNOR ASA 
HUTCHINSON 

Mr. HILL. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to thank Governor Asa Hutch-
inson and recognize his accomplish-
ments as the 46th Governor of my 
home State of Arkansas. 

Governor Hutchinson began his ca-
reer in service when President Ronald 
Reagan appointed him to the position 
of U.S. attorney for the Western Dis-
trict of Arkansas. Afterwards, he went 
on to serve three successful terms in 
this Chamber, representing the fine 
citizens of Arkansas’ Third Congres-
sional District. 

During his third term in Congress, 
President George W. Bush appointed 
him as Director of the Drug Enforce-
ment Administration and later as an 
Under Secretary in the newly created 
Department of Homeland Security. 

Governor Hutchinson has been in-
strumental in aiding our families by 
cutting taxes by over $250 million and 
signing into law legislation that ex-
empts the retirement pay of veterans 
from State income tax. 

Governor Hutchinson has been a 
great advocate toward enhancing com-
puter science education in our State. 
His leadership led Arkansas to be the 
first State in the Nation to pass legis-
lation requiring every public school to 
teach computer science courses. This 
has further encouraged our students to 
pursue pathways and become 
innovators. 

He has also served as an advocate for 
our Little Rock Venture Center, entre-
preneurship, and enhancing venture 
and startup ecosystems across our 
State. 

During his time as Governor, he has 
enhanced Arkansas’ reputation as a 
business-friendly State, which has at-
tracted companies to make the Natural 
State their latest location and existing 
companies to expand their business, 
creating more career opportunities for 
our citizens. 

Over the past 8 years, the Governor 
and I have partnered on many projects 
that have benefited the constituents of 
the Second District of Arkansas. 

Governor, I am grateful for your 
steady hand during the COVID–19 pan-
demic and for your dedication to our 
State. Governor Hutchinson is a true 
public servant who worked every day 
to make our State a better place. Asa, 
your leadership will be missed, and 
your hard work not forgotten. Martha 
and I send our very best wishes to you 
and Susan for that next chapter. 
CONGRESS MUST WORK TO LIMIT AGGRESSION BY 

COUNTRIES 
Mr. HILL. Madam Speaker, as we 

enter the final weeks of the 117th Con-
gress, it is important that we acknowl-
edge the work that we have done as a 
body to limit the financial capabilities 
of Russia’s illegal war in Ukraine. 

Earlier this year, I introduced H.R. 
6899, the Russia and Belarus SDR Ex-
change Prohibition Act, which passed 
with bipartisan support in both the 
House and the Senate, and was signed 
into law by President Biden in October. 

This bill closes a loophole around 
Western sanctions by freezing Russia 
and Belarus out of future International 
Monetary Fund financing by pre-
venting them from using special draw-
ing rights, known as SDRs, to fund 
their nefarious activities: The war in 
Ukraine. 

We must stay vigilant of the aggres-
sive tendencies of other nations, such 
as Russia and Belarus, and make sure 
they are not able to pledge or transfer, 
that is, cash in those SDRs to fund 
their terror. 

It is important that we continue to 
work together in the new Congress to 
make sure that aggression is not re-
warded and that we are working to 
limit the financial capabilities of coun-
tries who demonstrate their aggression 
toward another sovereign nation. 

HALTING THE SPREAD OF CAPTAGON 
Mr. HILL. Madam Speaker, I rise to 

applaud the inclusion of the 
CAPTAGON Act in the 2023 National 
Defense Authorization Act. The pro-
duction and sale of the dangerous nar-
cotic Captagon is being used as a major 
revenue source, fueling the regime and 
the war machine of Bashar al-Assad in 
Syria. 

It is this illicit activity that has al-
lowed them to ignore U.S. sanctions 
and continue to oppress the people of 
Syria and export terror. 

By using an interagency task force, 
including the Department of Defense 
and the Drug Enforcement Administra-
tion, our CAPTAGON Act will design a 
strategy to be able to disrupt and dis-
mantle the trafficking networks that 
are fueling terror in Syria and across 
the region. 

While both the State Department and 
the White House have failed to include 
Syria in their list of major illicit drug- 
producing countries for FY 2023, I ap-
plaud this Congress for taking this key 
step in making sure more illegal drugs 
are not able to make it through Eu-
rope, through the Middle East, or even 
into the United States by working to-
ward halting the spread of Captagon 
around the world. 
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RETIREMENT WISHES FOR WALTER HUSSMAN, JR. 
Mr. HILL. Madam Speaker, I stand 

today to recognize the outstanding ca-
reer of Walter Hussman, Jr., the pub-
lisher of the Arkansas Democrat-Ga-
zette. 

Recently, Walter announced that he 
will retire from the publication at the 
end of 2022. 

Walter’s career began with him plac-
ing comics in the Camden News for 25 
cents an hour all the way to restruc-
turing the Arkansas Democrat, buying 
the Arkansas Gazette and crafting the 
State’s largest newspaper, the Arkan-
sas Democrat-Gazette. 

Over his career as a publisher, he 
oversaw many changes, including 
bringing the Democrat-Gazette into 
the digital age, for which he was recog-
nized with national attention. 

During his announcement of retire-
ment, Walter shared that it is time 
now for the next generation. 

Walter is an example of the American 
Dream, how hard work and dedication 
to your craft can lead to a long, pros-
perous career. 

Congratulations, Mr. Hussman, on 
your outstanding career, your evidence 
as a mentor and a role model, and I 
wish you a well-deserved retirement. 

NIGERIA COUNTRY OF PARTICULAR CONCERN 
Mr. HILL. Madam Speaker, I rise 

today to urge the President and our 
Secretary of State to rectify their mis-
take of not designating Nigeria as a 
Country of Particular Concern as it re-
lates to religious liberty. 

Having the ability to practice reli-
gion without fear is one of our most 
basic principles needed to create a 
strong and stable nation. 

Under the International Religious 
Freedom Act of 1998, the President is 
required to review the status of reli-
gious freedom in every country of the 
world. Any country that is seen to have 
consistently and violently violating 
their citizens’ religious freedom must 
be labeled a Country of Particular Con-
cern. 

Over the last 2 years, Nigeria is a na-
tion which hits every troubled bench-
mark listed in this act. And yet, 
Madam Speaker, it has been left off the 
list. 

Over the past 2 years, violence tar-
geted against Christians has steadily 
increased. So labeling Nigeria as a 
Country of Particular Concern is a 
vital step in working toward stability 
in Nigeria, better partnerships with the 
United States, and a step toward inter-
national religious liberty for all. 

CONGRATULATING LESLEE TELL—FULBRIGHT 
FELLOWSHIP AWARD 

Mr. HILL. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Leslee Tell, of 
Conway High School, who has recently 
been awarded a Fulbright Fellowship 
for the spring of 2023. 

Mrs. Tell has taught in Conway 
schools since 2006 where she originally 
taught students home economics, even-
tually moving on to her current sub-

ject, a broader one, family consumer 
sciences. 

The Fulbright Distinguished Awards 
in Teaching Research Program offers 
educators the opportunity to teach 
abroad for a semester. In just a few 
months, Mrs. Tell will be on her way to 
Vietnam where she will be teaching 
home economics at a local public high 
school. 

I visited with Leslee and her col-
leagues, and she is so excited about 
this opportunity, not only the impact 
on her but her impact on those stu-
dents. I look forward to learning about 
her journey, the positive impact that 
she will make and what she learns from 
those kids in her class. 

Congratulations, Leslee. We look for-
ward to following your time in Viet-
nam and sharing your success. 

CRISIS AT THE BORDER 
Mr. HILL. Madam Speaker, as we end 

this calendar year, I rise once again to 
bring attention to the crisis at our 
southwest border. 

In 2022, over 2 million migrants were 
encountered at our southwest border; 
the highest number in American his-
tory. 

Just 2 months ago, there were over 
230,000 migrant encounters at our bor-
der. On top of this number, it is esti-
mated that roughly 64,000 illegal immi-
grants evaded apprehension in October, 
and 70,000 evaded in November. 

For over a year and a half now, there 
have been over 150,000 illegal border 
crossings each month. Those numbers 
are higher than ever. 

Madam Speaker, 98 individuals on 
the Terrorist Screening Database were 
apprehended at the southern border; 
more than the last 5 years combined. 

Over the last 2 years, the Biden ad-
ministration has repeatedly repealed 
effective Trump-era policies that kept 
our border and our Nation more secure. 
Despite claims from Secretary 
Mayorkas saying otherwise, the Biden 
administration does not have oper-
ational control over our border. 

During a recent visit to Arizona, 
President Biden claimed that there 
were ‘‘more important’’ things to do 
than visit the southern border. 

Madam Speaker, the President is in 
Arizona. What is more important than 
a morale-boosting visit to our men and 
women at Customs and Border Patrol? 

What is more important than keep-
ing our border secure? 

Well, apparently, the President’s 49 
trips to Delaware, or maybe the Presi-
dent’s 8 trips to go get ice cream were 
more important. 

Madam Speaker, I urge this Presi-
dent to take a trip to our southwest 
border, see for himself, meet with our 
agents working on the border, and see 
the reality of the crisis that his admin-
istration has created. 

OPIOID CRISIS IMPACTING AMERICA 
Mr. HILL. Madam Speaker, I rise 

today to recognize the opioid crisis im-
pacting all Americans. Opioids, such as 
illicit fentanyl, are flooding across our 
open borders and sweeping across our 
Nation and into every town and city. 

In fiscal year 2022, 14,700 pounds of il-
licit fentanyl were confiscated at our 
southern border. How much came 
across that wasn’t confiscated? 

Over 75,000 Americans lost their lives 
last year to opioid overdoses, many of 
them accidental. To help combat this, I 
introduced the Preventing Overdoses 
and Saving Lives Act this year, along-
side my friend and colleague, Rep-
resentative DEBBIE DINGELL of Michi-
gan. 

This legislation was inspired by my 
home State of Arkansas, which cur-
rently encourages prescribers of 
opioids to also co-prescribe an opioid 
overdose reversal medication, such as 
naloxone. 

This summer, that legislation passed 
the House in a bipartisan mental 
health package. 

Madam Speaker, I am hopeful my 
colleagues in the Senate will work to 
move this valuable piece of legislation 
forward because the data is clear—co- 
prescribing helps save lives. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 1 of House Resolution 
1230, the House stands adjourned until 9 
a.m. tomorrow. 

Thereupon (at 9 o’clock and 57 min-
utes p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, 
Thursday, December 15, 2022, at 9 a.m. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of 
committees were delivered to the Clerk 
for printing and reference to the proper 
calendar, as follows: 

Mr. GRIJALVA: Committee on Natural Re-
sources. H.R. 6611. A bill to authorize the 
Embassy of France in Washington, DC, to es-
tablish a commemorative work in the Dis-
trict of Columbia and its environs to honor 
the extraordinary contributions of Jean 
Monnet to restoring peace between European 
nations and establishing the European 
Union, and for other purposes (Rept. 117–625, 
Pt. 1). Referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. GRIJALVA: Committee on Natural Re-
sources. H.R. 160. A bill to reauthorize the 
Coral Reef Conservation Act of 2000 and to 
establish the United States Coral Reef Task 
Force, and for other purposes; with an 
amendment (Rept. 117–626). Referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union. 

Mr. GRIJALVA: Committee on Natural Re-
sources. H.R. 920. A bill to amend the Act en-
titled ‘‘Act to provide for the establishment 
of the Brown v. Board of Education National 
Historic Site in the State of Kansas, and for 
other purposes’’ to provide for inclusion of 
additional related sites in the National Park 
System, and for other purposes; with amend-
ments (Rept. 117–627). Referred to the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the state of 
the Union. 

Mr. GRIJALVA: Committee on Natural Re-
sources. H.R. 1503. A bill to amend the Min-
eral Leasing Act to make certain adjust-
ments in leasing on Federal lands for oil and 
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gas drilling, and for other purposes; with an 
amendment (Rept. 117–628, Pt. 1). Referred to 
the Committee of the Whole House on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. GRIJALVA: Committee on Natural Re-
sources. H.R. 1505. A bill to amend the Min-
eral Leasing Act to make certain adjust-
ments to the regulation of surface-disturbing 
activities and to protect taxpayers from un-
duly bearing the reclamation costs of oil and 
gas development, and for other purposes; 
with an amendment (Rept. 117–629). Referred 
to the Committee of the Whole House on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. DESAULNIER: Committee on Rules. 
House Resolution 1518. Resolution providing 
for consideration of the bill (H.R. 1948) to 
amend title 38, United States Code, to mod-
ify authorities relating to the collective bar-
gaining of employees in the Veterans Health 
Administration; providing for consideration 
of the bill (S. 3905) to prevent organizational 
conflicts of interest in Federal acquisition, 
and for other purposes; providing for consid-
eration of the bill (S. 4003) to amend the Om-
nibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 
1968 to provide for training on alternatives 
to use of force, de-escalation, and mental and 
behavioral health and suicidal crises; pro-
viding for the consideration of the Senate 
amendment to the bill (H.R. 1437) to amend 
the Weather Research and Forecasting Inno-
vation Act of 2017 to direct the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration to pro-
vide comprehensive and regularly updated 
Federal precipitation information, and for 
other purposes; relating to consideration of 
the Senate amendments to the bill (H.R. 
2617) to amend section 1115 of title 31, United 
States Code, to amend the description of how 
performance goals are achieved, and for 
other purposes; and for other purposes (Rept. 
117–630). Referred to the House Calendar. 

Mr. GRIJALVA: Committee on Natural Re-
sources. H.R. 1506. A bill to provide for the 
accurate reporting of fossil fuel extraction 
and emissions by entities with leases on pub-
lic land, and for other purposes; with an 
amendment (Rept. 117–631, Pt. 1). Referred to 
the Committee of the Whole 

Mr. GRIJALVA: Committee on Natural Re-
sources. H.R. 1517. A bill to amend the Min-
eral Leasing Act to make certain adjust-
ments to the fiscal terms for fossil fuel de-
velopment and to make other reforms to im-
prove returns to taxpayers for the develop-
ment of Federal energy resources, and for 
other purposes; with an amendment (Rept. 
117–632). Referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. GRIJALVA: Committee on Natural Re-
sources. H.R. 2643. A bill to require the Bu-
reau of Safety and Environmental Enforce-
ment to further develop, finalize, and imple-
ment updated regulations for offshore oil and 
gas pipelines to address long-standing limi-
tations regarding its ability to ensure active 
pipeline integrity and address safety and en-
vironmental risks associated with decom-
missioning, and for other purposes; with an 
amendment (Rept. 117–633). Referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union. 

Mr. GRIJALVA: Committee on Natural Re-
sources. H.R. 2794. A bill to provide for the 
protection of the Boundary Waters Canoe 
Area Wilderness and interconnected Federal 
lands and waters, including Voyageurs Na-
tional Park, within the Rainy River Water-
shed in the State of Minnesota, and for other 
purposes; with an amendment (Rept. 117–634). 
Referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. GRIJALVA: Committee on Natural Re-
sources. H.R. 3128. A bill to establish the 
American Fisheries Advisory Committee to 
assist in the awarding of fisheries research 
and development grants, and for other pur-

poses (Rept. 117–635). Referred to the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the state of 
the Union. 

Mr. GRIJALVA: Committee on Natural Re-
sources. H.R. 3326. A bill to promote the de-
velopment of renewable energy on public 
lands, and for other purposes (Rept. 117–636, 
Pt. 1). Referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. GRIJALVA: Committee on Natural Re-
sources. H.R. 3670. A bill to improve access 
for outdoor recreation through the use of 
special recreation permits on Federal rec-
reational lands and waters, and for other 
purposes; with an amendment (Rept. 117–637, 
Pt. 1). Referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. GRIJALVA: Committee on Natural Re-
sources. H.R. 3686. A bill to amend the Omni-
bus Parks and Public Lands Management 
Act of 1996 to provide for the establishment 
of a Ski Area Fee Retention Account, and for 
other purposes; with an amendment (Rept. 
117–638, Pt. 1). Ordered to be printed. 

Mr. GRIJALVA: Committee on Natural Re-
sources. H.R. 6435. A bill to provide for the 
application of certain provisions of the Se-
cure Rural Schools and Community Self-De-
termination Act of 2000 for fiscal year 2021 
(Rept. 117–639, Pt. 1). Ordered to be printed. 

Mr. GRIJALVA: Committee on Natural Re-
sources. H.R. 6936. A bill to provide for the 
issuance of a semipostal to benefit programs 
that combat invasive species (Rept. 117–640, 
Pt. 1). Ordered to be printed. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi: Committee 
on Homeland Security. H.R. 6856. A bill to re-
duce the number of firearms at Transpor-
tation Security Administration passenger 
screening checkpoints by directing the Ad-
ministrator to carry out a range of activities 
to inform the public about restrictions re-
garding the carrying of firearms in sterile 
areas of airports and to strengthen enforce-
ment of such restrictions and for other pur-
poses; with an amendment (Rept. 117–641). 
Referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. GRIJALVA: Committee on Natural Re-
sources. H.R. 8393. A bill to enable the people 
of Puerto Rico to choose a permanent, non-
territorial, fully self-governing political sta-
tus for Puerto Rico and to provide for a tran-
sition to and the implementation of that per-
manent, nonterritorial, fully self-governing 
political status, and for other purposes; with 
an amendment (Rept. 117–642). Referred to 
the Committee of the Whole House on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. MCGOVERN: Committee on Rules. 
House Resolution 1519. Resolution providing 
for consideration of the bill (H.R. 8393) to en-
able the people of Puerto Rico to choose a 
permanent, nonterritorial, fully self-gov-
erning political status for Puerto Rico and 
to provide for a transition to and the imple-
mentation of that permanent, nonterritorial, 
fully self-governing political status, and for 
other purposes (Rept. 117–643). Referred to 
the House Calendar. 

DISCHARGE OF COMMITTEE 
Pursuant to clause 2 of rule XIII, the 

Committee on the Budget discharged 
from further consideration. H.R. 6611 
referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union. 

Pursuant to clause 2 of rule XIII, the 
Committee on Agriculture discharged 
from further consideration. H.R. 1503 
referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union. 

Pursuant to clause 2 of rule XIII, the 
Committee on Agriculture discharged 
from further consideration. H.R. 1506 
referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union. 

Pursuant to clause 2 of rule XIII, the 
Committee on Agriculture discharged 
from further consideration. H.R. 3326 
referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union. 

Pursuant to clause 2 of rule XIII, the 
Committee on Agriculture discharged 
from further consideration. H.R. 3670 
referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union. 

f 

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 
Under clause 2 of rule XII, public 

bills and resolutions of the following 
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows: 

By Mr. NORMAN (for himself, Mrs. 
LESKO, and Mr. DESJARLAIS): 

H.R. 9524. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to increase the limitation 
on capital losses and index the limitation to 
inflation; to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

By Mr. ROY: 
H.R. 9525. A bill Making continuing appro-

priations for fiscal year 2023, extending var-
ious health programs, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Appropriations, 
and in addition to the Committee on the 
Budget, for a period to be subsequently de-
termined by the Speaker, in each case for 
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned. 

By Mrs. KIM of California (for herself, 
Mr. HILL, and Mr. HUIZENGA): 

H.R. 9526. A bill to amend the Securities 
Exchange Act of 1934 to require the Securi-
ties and Exchange Commission to periodi-
cally review final rules issued by the Com-
mission, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services. 

By Mr. STEIL (for himself, Mr. BARR, 
Mr. FERGUSON, Ms. STEFANIK, Mr. 
ROSE, Mr. DAVIDSON, Mr. AMODEI, Mr. 
BALDERSON, Mr. ARMSTRONG, Mr. 
WILLIAMS of Texas, Mr. HILL, Mr. 
FLOOD, Mr. LAMALFA, Mr. C. SCOTT 
FRANKLIN of Florida, Mr. GOODEN of 
Texas, Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois, 
Mr. FITZGERALD, and Mr. GIMENEZ): 

H.R. 9527. A bill to amend the Securities 
Exchange Act of 1934 to require the registra-
tion of proxy advisory firms, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Financial 
Services. 

By Mr. BACON: 
H.R. 9528. A bill to amend title 37, United 

States Code, to increase the maximum 
amounts of certain bonus and special pay au-
thorities for members of the uniformed serv-
ices; to the Committee on Armed Services. 

By Mr. BACON: 
H.R. 9529. A bill to direct the Secretary of 

Defense to provide for standardized creden-
tials for law enforcement officers of the De-
partment of Defense, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Armed Services. 

By Mr. BACON: 
H.R. 9530. A bill to authorize the Secretary 

of the Navy to convey the Marine Reserve 
Training Center in Omaha, Nebraska, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Armed 
Services. 

By Mr. BACON: 
H.R. 9531. A bill to amend title 10, United 

States Code, to authorize the unreimbursed 
use, by a foundation that supports a military 
service academy, of facilities or equipment 
of such military service academy; to the 
Committee on Armed Services. 

By Mr. BACON: 
H.R. 9532. A bill to direct the Secretary of 

Defense to establish a comprehensive initia-
tive for brain health, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Armed Services. 
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By Mr. BACON: 

H.R. 9533. A bill to require a report on cy-
bersecurity roles and responsibilities of the 
Department of Homeland Security, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Home-
land Security. 

By Mr. BEYER (for himself and Mr. 
NORCROSS): 

H.R. 9534. A bill to promote space safety 
and provide for policy, planning, and agency 
roles and responsibilities for the transition 
to a civil space situational awareness capa-
bility of certain space situational awareness 
activities, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology, and in addition to the Committee on 
Armed Services, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each 
case for consideration of such provisions as 
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee 
concerned. 

By Mr. BIGGS (for himself, Mr. STEW-
ART, Mr. NEWHOUSE, Mrs. BICE of 
Oklahoma, and Mr. GOSAR): 

H.R. 9535. A bill to achieve domestic en-
ergy independence by empowering States to 
control the development and production of 
all forms of energy on all available Federal 
land; to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources. 

By Mr. BUTTERFIELD: 
H.R. 9536. A bill to extend Federal recogni-

tion to the Haliwa-Saponi Indian Tribe of 
North Carolina, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Natural Resources. 

By Mr. CAREY (for himself and Mr. 
LUCAS): 

H.R. 9537. A bill to amend the Infrastruc-
ture Investment and Jobs Act to require re-
porting regarding clean energy demonstra-
tion projects, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology. 

By Mr. CASE (for himself and Mrs. 
RADEWAGEN): 

H.R. 9538. A bill to amend the South Pa-
cific Tuna Act (16 U.S.C. 973 et seq.); to the 
Committee on Natural Resources. 

By Mr. CASTRO of Texas (for himself, 
Mrs. TORRES of California, Mr. SIRES, 
Mr. GRIJALVA, Ms. OMAR, Ms. 
BARRAGÁN, and Mr. ESPAILLAT): 

H.R. 9539. A bill to require the development 
of an inter-agency strategy and the submis-
sion of certain reports relating to the illegal 
export and trafficking of firearms from the 
United States to recipients in Mexico and 
certain Central American and Caribbean 
countries, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. CHABOT (for himself, Ms. 
SPEIER, Mrs. KIM of California, Mr. 
BERA, Mr. MEIJER, Ms. HOULAHAN, 
Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio, and Mr. 
KHANNA): 

H.R. 9540. A bill to authorize assistance to 
support activities relating to the clearance 
of landmines, unexploded ordnance, and 
other explosive remnants of war in Cam-
bodia, Laos, and Vietnam, and to recognize 
the refugee and immigrant communities who 
supported and defended the Armed Forces 
during the conflict in Southeast Asia, in-
cluding Hmong, Cham, Cambodian, Iu-Mien, 
Khmu, Lao, Montagnard, and Vietnamese 
Americans, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Ms. CHU (for herself and Mr. ARM-
STRONG): 

H.R. 9541. A bill to amend title 17, United 
States Code, to define and provide for accom-
modation and designation of technical meas-
ures to identify, protect, or manage copy-
righted works, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. CROW (for himself and Mrs. 
MILLER-MEEKS): 

H.R. 9542. A bill to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to ensure fairness in the 

award of in-state tuition at public institu-
tions of higher education for members of 
qualifying Federal services changing duty lo-
cations and their spouses and dependent chil-
dren, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Education and Labor. 

By Mr. DONALDS: 
H.R. 9543. A bill to amend title 41, United 

States Code, to prohibit the head of agencies 
from requiring the disclosure of greenhouse 
gas emissions and the implementation of 
greenhouse gas emission reduction targets 
by Federal contractors, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Oversight and 
Reform. 

By Ms. ESHOO (for herself and Mrs. 
LESKO): 

H.R. 9544. A bill to establish a pilot pro-
gram to address technology-related abuse in 
domestic violence cases; to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. ESPAILLAT (for himself, Ms. 
CLARKE of New York, and Mr. 
HUFFMAN): 

H.R. 9545. A bill to amend the Energy Pol-
icy and Conservation Act to reinstate the 
ban on the export of crude oil and natural 
gas produced in the United States, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce. 

By Ms. LOIS FRANKEL of Florida (for 
herself, Ms. SALAZAR, and Mr. BUR-
GESS): 

H.R. 9546. A bill to identify and address 
barriers to coverage of remote physiologic 
devices under State Medicaid programs to 
improve maternal and child health outcomes 
for pregnant and postpartum women; to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

By Mr. GALLAGHER (for himself, Mr. 
STEIL, Mr. POCAN, Mr. KIND, Ms. 
MOORE of Wisconsin, Mr. FITZGERALD, 
Mr. GROTHMAN, and Mr. TIFFANY): 

H.R. 9547. A bill to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
120 Doty Street in Kaukauna, Wisconsin, as 
the ‘‘Sgt. Nickolas Mueller Post Office 
Building’’; to the Committee on Oversight 
and Reform. 

By Mr. GARAMENDI: 
H.R. 9548. A bill to require the Commis-

sioner of U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion to make certain determinations in en-
forcing the Jones Act, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure, and in addition to the 
Committee on Rules, for a period to be sub-
sequently determined by the Speaker, in 
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mr. GOMEZ (for himself and Mr. 
DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois): 

H.R. 9549. A bill to support the ability of 
kinship caregivers to provide safety and sta-
bility for the children placed in their homes; 
to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. TONY GONZALES of Texas (for 
himself, Mrs. FLORES, Mr. CUELLAR, 
Mr. GOLDEN, Mr. FLEISCHMANN, and 
Ms. SLOTKIN): 

H.R. 9550. A bill to establish a task force on 
the prevention of suicide by U.S. Customs 
and Border Protection personnel, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Home-
land Security. 

By Mr. HILL: 
H.R. 9551. A bill to permit an issuer, when 

determining the market capitalization of the 
issuer for purposes of testing the significance 
of an acquisition or disposition, to include 
the value of all shares of the issuer; to the 
Committee on Financial Services. 

By Ms. JAYAPAL: 
H.R. 9552. A bill to amend the Animal 

Health Protection Act to increase trans-
parency with respect to livestock and poul-
try depopulation, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Ms. JAYAPAL (for herself and Mr. 
MCCLINTOCK): 

H.R. 9553. A bill to streamline the budget 
process at the Department of Defense; to the 
Committee on Armed Services. 

By Mr. LAMALFA (for himself, Mrs. 
BOEBERT, Mr. MCCLINTOCK, Mr. 
ROUZER, Mrs. HARTZLER, Mr. MAST, 
Mr. JACKSON, Mr. BOST, Mr. SMITH of 
New Jersey, Mr. WEBER of Texas, and 
Mr. MOONEY): 

H.R. 9554. A bill to prohibit the use of Fed-
eral funds to negotiate or contribute to 
international agreements that provide for 
‘‘loss and damage’’ funds as a result of cli-
mate change; to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

By Mr. LEVIN of California (for him-
self, Ms. BARRAGÁN, Ms. BONAMICI, 
Ms. BROWNLEY, Ms. CHU, Mr. 
ESPAILLAT, Mr. GRIJALVA, Mr. 
HUFFMAN, Ms. JAYAPAL, Mr. KHANNA, 
Mr. LIEU, Mr. LOWENTHAL, Ms. NOR-
TON, Ms. PORTER, Mr. CASE, and Mr. 
DESAULNIER): 

H.R. 9555. A bill to amend the Clean Air 
Act to create a national zero-emission vehi-
cle standard, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

By Mr. MCHENRY: 
H.R. 9556. A bill to promote innovation in 

financial services, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Financial Services, and in 
addition to the Committee on Agriculture, 
for a period to be subsequently determined 
by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju-
risdiction of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. ROY (for himself, Mr. BISHOP of 
North Carolina, Mrs. WAGNER, Mr. 
GAETZ, Mr. GOSAR, Mr. SESSIONS, Mr. 
GOOD of Virginia, Mr. PALMER, Mr. 
BABIN, and Mr. BUDD): 

H.R. 9557. A bill to prohibit the govern-
ment of the District of Columbia from using 
Federal funds to allow individuals who are 
not citizens of the United States to vote in 
any election, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Oversight and Reform. 

By Mr. SCHIFF (for himself, Mr. BOW-
MAN, Mrs. CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK, Mr. 
GRIJALVA, Mr. CARSON, Ms. NORTON, 
Mr. GOMEZ, and Ms. NEWMAN): 

H.R. 9558. A bill to direct the Secretary of 
Education to forgive the Federal student 
loans of borrowers who are enrolled for bene-
fits under part A of title XVIII of the Social 
Security Act, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Education and Labor, and in 
addition to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce, for a period to be subsequently 
determined by the Speaker, in each case for 
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned. 

By Mr. SCHNEIDER (for himself, Mr. 
LAHOOD, Mr. PERLMUTTER, Mr. DUNN, 
and Ms. DEGETTE): 

H.R. 9559. A bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to extend the pass- 
through period for certain devices; to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce, and in 
addition to the Committee on Ways and 
Means, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within 
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. SHERMAN (for himself, Ms. 
KAPTUR, Ms. MCCOLLUM, and Mr. GRI-
JALVA): 

H.R. 9560. A bill to amend the Export Con-
trol Reform Act of 2018 to provide for the 
control of and prohibition on the export of 
crude oil and finished oil products (other 
than natural gas) from the United States 
under that Act; to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 09:27 Dec 15, 2022 Jkt 039060 PO 00000 Frm 00122 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\L14DE7.100 H14DEPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

12
6Q

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H9853 December 14, 2022 
By Mr. SMITH of New Jersey: 

H.R. 9561. A bill to require the President to 
remove the extension of certain privileges, 
exemptions, and immunities to the Hong 
Kong Economic and Trade Offices if Hong 
Kong no longer enjoys a high degree of au-
tonomy from the People’s Republic of China, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on Rules, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each 
case for consideration of such provisions as 
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee 
concerned. 

By Mr. STEIL: 
H.R. 9562. A bill to lower the aggregate 

market value of voting and non-voting com-
mon equity necessary for an issuer to qualify 
as a well-known seasoned issuer; to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services. 

By Mr. STEWART: 
H.R. 9563. A bill to direct the Adminis-

trator of the Western Area Power Adminis-
tration to provide its firm electric service 
customers with credits from shortfalls in 
generation from certain Bureau of Reclama-
tion hydroelectric facilities, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources. 

By Mr. TAKANO (for himself, Ms. GAR-
CIA of Texas, Mr. PAPPAS, Mr. JONES, 
Ms. PORTER, and Mr. EVANS): 

H.R. 9564. A bill to establish the right of 
adults to engage in private, non-commercial, 
consensual sexual conduct in the exercise of 
their liberty; to the Committee on the Judi-
ciary. 

By Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ (for 
herself, Mr. FITZPATRICK, and Mr. 
DESAULNIER): 

H.R. 9565. A bill to address the health of 
cancer survivors and unmet needs that sur-
vivors face through the entire continuum of 
care from diagnosis through active treat-
ment and posttreatment, in order to improve 
survivorship, treatment, transition to recov-
ery and beyond, quality of life and palliative 
care, and long-term health outcomes, includ-
ing by developing a minimum standard of 
care for cancer survivorship, irrespective of 
the type of cancer, a survivor’s background, 
or forthcoming survivorship needs, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce, and in addition to the Com-
mittees on Ways and Means, and Education 
and Labor, for a period to be subsequently 
determined by the Speaker, in each case for 
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned. 

By Ms. WILSON of Florida (for herself, 
Mr. BOWMAN, Mr. THOMPSON of Mis-
sissippi, Ms. ADAMS, Mr. TAKANO, Mr. 
EVANS, Mrs. CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK, 
Ms. DELAURO, and Ms. PRESSLEY): 

H.R. 9566. A bill to provide grants to States 
to support State efforts to increase teacher 
salaries, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Education and Labor. 

By Mr. BRADY (for himself, Ms. 
DELBENE, Mr. SMITH of Nebraska, Mr. 
KELLY of Pennsylvania, Mr. BEYER, 
Mr. KIND, Mr. PANETTA, Ms. SEWELL, 
and Mr. LAHOOD): 

H. Res. 1520. A resolution expressing the 
sense of the House of Representatives that 
the United States should reengage with trad-
ing partners, particularly like-minded Allies 
with market-based economies and high labor 
and environmental standards, to promote 
trade in environmental goods, services, and 
technologies in new or existing bilateral and 
plurilateral dialogues with a view to negoti-
ating a new environmental goods agreement 
with updated product coverage to broaden 
United States export opportunities, support 
United States jobs, and enhance the environ-
mental contribution of any new trade agree-
ment; to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Ms. BUSH (for herself, Ms. OMAR, 
Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Mr. GARCÍA of Illi-
nois, and Mr. BOWMAN): 

H. Res. 1521. A resolution affirming the im-
portance of the survival of Garı́funa culture 
and identity, condemning the violent and il-
legal appropriation of Garı́funa territory and 
calling on the Government of Honduras, the 
Department of State and multilateral devel-
opment banks to fully comply with the reso-
lutions of multilateral human rights bodies 
which mandate the return of Garı́funa land 
rights, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs, and in addition to 
the Committee on Financial Services, for a 
period to be subsequently determined by the 
Speaker, in each case for consideration of 
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Ms. DEGETTE (for herself, Mr. 
CROW, Mr. NEGUSE, Mr. PERLMUTTER, 
Mr. CICILLINE, Mr. THOMPSON of Cali-
fornia, Ms. KELLY of Illinois, Mrs. 
DINGELL, Ms. BARRAGÁN, Mr. PAS-
CRELL, Mr. POCAN, Mr. LOWENTHAL, 
Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, Mr. SHER-
MAN, Mr. TORRES of New York, Mrs. 
MCBATH, Mr. EVANS, Mr. 
AUCHINCLOSS, Ms. WILSON of Florida, 
Mr. KEATING, Mr. QUIGLEY, Ms. MENG, 
Ms. STEVENS, Ms. JACOBS of Cali-
fornia, Ms. TITUS, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, 
Mr. SWALWELL, Ms. DELAURO, Mr. 
TAKANO, Ms. BONAMICI, Mr. COSTA, 
Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN, Mr. JONES, 
Ms. ESCOBAR, Mr. HIGGINS of New 
York, Ms. WILLIAMS of Georgia, Ms. 
CASTOR of Florida, Mr. LYNCH, Ms. 
STANSBURY, Mr. LANGEVIN, Mr. 
KRISHNAMOORTHI, Mr. CASTRO of 
Texas, Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin, Mr. 
MORELLE, Ms. NEWMAN, Ms. MCCOL-
LUM, Mr. LIEU, Ms. CRAIG, Mr. PAL-
LONE, Mr. RASKIN, Mr. GOMEZ, Mr. 
SCHIFF, Mr. CARSON, Ms. DAVIDS of 
Kansas, Mr. WELCH, Ms. JACKSON 
LEE, Ms. SCANLON, Mr. LARSON of 
Connecticut, Mr. SEAN PATRICK 
MALONEY of New York, Ms. PORTER, 
Mr. PAPPAS, Ms. TLAIB, Ms. BLUNT 
ROCHESTER, Mr. CARBAJAL, Ms. 
ESHOO, Ms. VELÁZQUEZ, Mr. LARSEN 
of Washington, Mrs. TRAHAN, Ms. LEE 
of California, Mr. TONKO, Ms. BROWN 
of Ohio, Mr. SCHNEIDER, Mr. RUIZ, Mr. 
MCGOVERN, Ms. WEXTON, Mr. 
HUFFMAN, Mr. GOTTHEIMER, Mr. 
ESPAILLAT, Mr. BLUMENAUER, Mr. 
GRIJALVA, Mr. SOTO, Mr. GALLEGO, 
Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ, Mr. PETERS, 
Mr. KHANNA, Ms. NORTON, Ms. 
JAYAPAL, Mr. NADLER, Mr. BEYER, 
Mr. NORCROSS, Mrs. LEE of Nevada, 
Mr. CORREA, Ms. DELBENE, Ms. LOIS 
FRANKEL of Florida, Mr. CÁRDENAS, 
Mr. CARTWRIGHT, Mr. DESAULNIER, 
Mr. CONNOLLY, Mr. YARMUTH, Ms. 
CLARKE of New York, Mr. CASTEN, 
Ms. SÁNCHEZ, Ms. WILD, Mr. SIRES, 
Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New 
York, Mr. GREEN of Texas, Ms. 
KUSTER, Mr. SARBANES, Mr. TRONE, 
Mrs. TORRES of California, Mr. 
CLEAVER, Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illi-
nois, Mr. SCOTT of Virginia, Mr. 
VARGAS, Mr. KILMER, and Mr. MCNER-
NEY): 

H. Res. 1522. A resolution condemning the 
horrific attack on November 19, 2022, at Club 
Q, honoring the memories of those who were 
murdered, and offering support to all who 
were impacted; to the Committee on Over-
sight and Reform. 

By Mr. DONALDS: 
H. Res. 1523. A resolution amending the 

Rules of the House of Representatives to re-
quire the chair of a committee or sub-
committee to recognize members at a meet-

ing of the committee or subcommittee in the 
order in which they seek recognition; to the 
Committee on Rules. 

By Mr. KUSTOFF: 
H. Res. 1524. A resolution supporting the 

designation of December 17, 2022, as ‘‘Na-
tional Wreaths Across America Day’’; to the 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, and in addi-
tion to the Committees on Armed Services, 
and Transportation and Infrastructure, for a 
period to be subsequently determined by the 
Speaker, in each case for consideration of 
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

f 

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY 
STATEMENT 

Pursuant to clause 7 of rule XII of 
the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives, the following statements are sub-
mitted regarding the specific powers 
granted to Congress in the Constitu-
tion to enact the accompanying bill or 
joint resolution. 

By Mr. NORMAN: 
H.R. 9524. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I Section 8 

By Mr. ROY: 
H.R. 9525. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18 of the United 

States Constitution—to make all Laws 
which shall be necessary and proper for car-
rying into Execution the foregoing Powers, 
and all other Powers vested by this Constitu-
tion in the Government of the United States, 
or any Department or Officer thereof. 

By Mrs. KIM of California: 
H.R. 9526. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 3: To regulate 

commerce with states, other nations, and 
Native American tribes. 

Article l, Section 8, Clause 18: Authority to 
create laws that are necessary and proper to 
carry out the laws of the land. (Necessary 
and Proper Clause) 

By Mr. STEIL: 
H.R. 9527. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 3 of the United 

States Constitution: ‘‘To regulate commerce 
with foreign nations, and among the several 
states, and with the Indian tribes’’ 

By Mr. BACON: 
H.R. 9528. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 14: The Con-

gress shall have Power to . . . . To make 
Rules for the Government and Regulation of 
the land and naval Forces.’’ 

By Mr. BACON: 
H.R. 9529. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 14: The Con-

gress shall have Power to . . . . To make 
Rules for the Government and Regulation of 
the land and naval Forces.’’ 

By Mr. BACON: 
H.R. 9530. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 14: The Con-

gress shall have Power to . . . . To make 
Rules for the Government and Regulation of 
the land and naval Forces.’’ 

By Mr. BACON: 
H.R. 9531. 
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Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 14: The Con-

gress shall have Power to . . . . To make 
Rules for the Government and Regulation of 
the land and naval Forces.’’ 

By Mr. BACON: 
H.R. 9532. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1 Section 8, Clause 14: The Congress 

shall have Power to . . . . To make Rules for 
the Government and Regulation of the land 
and naval Forces.’’ 

By Mr. BACON: 
H.R. 9533. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 14: The Con-

gress shall have Power to . . . . To make 
Rules for the Government and Regulation of 
the land and naval Forces.’’ 

By Mr. BEYER: 
H.R. 9534. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The constitutional authority on which this 

bill rests is the power of Congress to make 
rules for the government and regulation of 
the land and naval force, as enumerated in 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 15 of the United 
States Constitution. 

By Mr. BIGGS: 
H.R. 9535. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 

By Mr. BUTTERFIELD: 
H.R. 9536. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Under Article I, Section 8, Clause 3 of the 

Constitution, Congress has the power to col-
lect taxes and expend funds to provide for 
the general welfare of the United States. 
Congress may also make laws that are nec-
essary and proper for carrying into execution 
their powers enumerated under Article I. 

By Mr. CAREY: 
H.R. 9537. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
U.S. Constitution, Article I, Section 8, 

Clause 18: 
‘‘The Congress shall have Power . . . To 

make all Laws which shall be necessary and 
proper for carrying Execution the foregoing 
Powers, and all other Powers vested by this 
Constitution in the Government of the 
United States, or in any Department or Offi-
cer thereof.’’ 

By Mr. CASE: 
H.R. 9538. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant of the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 of the Constitution 

By Mr. CASTRO of Texas: 
H.R. 9539. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-

tion 
By Mr. CHABOT: 

H.R. 9540. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 

By Ms. CHU: 
H.R. 9541. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Clause 1, Section 8, Article 1 of the Con-

stitution 
By Mr. CROW: 

H.R. 9542. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Clause 1 of section 8 of Article I of the Con-

stitution. 

By Mr. DONALDS: 
H.R. 9543. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Art. 1, Sec. 8 

By Ms. ESHOO: 
H.R. 9544. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 

By Mr. ESPAILLAT: 
H.R. 9545. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Section 5 of Amendment XIV of the U.S. 

Constitution. 
By Ms. LOIS FRANKEL of Florida: 

H.R. 9546. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-

tion 
By Mr. GALLAGHER: 

H.R. 9547. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 

By Mr. GARAMENDI: 
H.R. 9548. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 3 and Article 

IV, Section 3, Clause 2 of the the U.S. Con-
stitution 

By Mr. GOMEZ: 
H.R. 9549. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursue following: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18 

By Mr. TONY GONZALES of Texas: 
H.R. 9550. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Section 1. Article 8. To make Rules for the 

Government and Regulation of the land and 
naval Forces 

By Mr. HILL: 
H.R. 9551. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article l, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-

tion 
By Ms. JAYAPAL: 

H.R. 9552. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
This bill is enacted pursuant to the power 

granted to Congress under Article I of the 
United States Constitution and its subse-
quent amendments, and further clarified and 
interpreted by the Supreme Court of the 
United States. 

By Ms. JAYAPAL: 
H.R. 9553. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
This bill is enacted pursuant to the power 

granted to Congress under Article I of the 
United States Constitution and its subse-
quent amendments, and further clarified and 
interpreted by the Supreme Court of the 
United States. 

By Mr. LAMALFA: 
H.R. 9554. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, clause 3 

By Mr. LEVIN of California: 
H.R. 9555. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 3 of the United 

States Constitution. 
By Mr. MCHENRY: 

H.R. 9556. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 3: 

To regulate commerce with states, other 
nations, and Native American tribes. 

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18: 
Authority to create laws that are nec-

essary and proper to carry out the laws of 
the land (Necessary and Proper Clause) 

By Mr. ROY: 
H.R. 9557. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18 of the United 

States Constitution—to make all Laws 
which shall be necessary and proper for car-
rying into Execution the foregoing Powers, 
and all other Powers vested by this Constitu-
tion in the Government of the United States, 
or any Department or Officer thereof. 

By Mr. SCHIFF: 
H.R. 9558. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the United States 

Constitution 
By Mr. SCHNEIDER: 

H.R. 9559. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Aricle I, Section 8 

By Mr. SHERMAN: 
H.R. 9560. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 18 of the Con-

stitution 
By Mr. SMITH of New Jersey: 

H.R. 9561. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the US Constitution 

By Mr. STEIL: 
H.R. 9562. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 3: 
To regulate commerce with states, other 

nations, and Native American tribes. 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18: 
Authority to create laws that are nec-

essary and proper to carry out the laws of 
the land (Necessary and Proper Clause) 

By Mr. STEWART: 
H.R. 9563. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 3 

By Mr. TAKANO: 
H.R. 9564. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 

By Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ: 
H.R. 9565. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
US Constitution, Article 1 Section 8 

By Ms. WILSON of Florida: 
H.R. 9566. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 

f 

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS 

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors 
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows: 

H.R. 151: Ms. MENG. 
H.R. 2050: Mr. RESCHENTHALER. 
H.R. 2085: Mr. LEVIN of California. 
H.R. 2124: Mr. OBERNOLTE. 
H.R. 2252: Mr. KIND, Mr. STEWART, and Ms. 

GARCIA of Texas. 
H.R. 2454: Mr. GUEST. 
H.R. 2573: Ms. KUSTER, Mr. MOORE of Utah, 

and Mr. LONG. 
H.R. 2811: Mr. MRVAN. 
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H.R. 3044: Mr. PANETTA. 
H.R. 3109: Mr. VAN DREW. 
H.R. 3183: Mr. GREEN of Texas. 
H.R. 3259: Ms. LOIS FRANKEL of Florida. 
H.R. 3355: Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. 
H.R. 3498: Mr. PANETTA. 
H.R. 3857: Mr. LEVIN of California. 
H.R. 4011: Ms. BONAMICI. 
H.R. 4100: Mr. LEVIN of California. 
H.R. 4311: Mr. SCHIFF. 
H.R. 4402: Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. 
H.R. 4769: Ms. MANNING. 
H.R. 4811: Ms. JACOBS of California. 
H.R. 4823: Mr. SEMPOLINSKI. 
H.R. 5232: Mr. FOSTER. 
H.R. 5414: Mr. AUCHINCLOSS. 
H.R. 5444: Ms. Barragán. 
H.R. 5483: Ms. MANNING. 
H.R. 5606: Ms. Sánchez. 
H.R. 5828: Ms. TLAIB. 
H.R. 5905: Mr. BOWMAN. 
H.R. 5975: Mr. CLINE. 
H.R. 6050: Mr. LEVIN of California. 
H.R. 6100: Mr. CARTWRIGHT, Ms. MENG, Mr. 

VALADAO, Ms. SCANLON, Mr. TAKANO, and Mr. 
GARCÍA of Illinois. 

H.R. 6252: Mr. GARCÍA of Illinois. 
H.R. 6461: Mr. PHILLIPS, Ms. KUSTER, Mr. 

CARTER of Louisiana, and Mr. GOMEZ. 
H.R. 6532: Ms. BUSH. 
H.R. 6583: Mr. SCHIFF. 
H.R. 6636: Mr. LIEU. 
H.R. 7193: Mrs. BOEBERT. 
H.R. 8323: Mr. SCHIFF. 
H.R. 8365: Ms. NORTON, Mr. COHEN, Mr. 

PHILLIPS, Mr. SUOZZI, Ms. JAYAPAL, Mr. BLU-
MENAUER, Mr. PAPPAS, and Mr. LEVIN of 
Michigan. 

H.R. 8433: Mr. TORRES of New York. 
H.R. 8452: Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. 
H.R. 8532: Ms. MENG, Ms. KUSTER, and Mr. 

LEVIN of California. 
H.R. 8581: Mr. CLEAVER. 
H.R. 8716: Ms. TITUS. 
H.R. 8756: Mr. SEMPOLINSKI. 
H.R. 8906: Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas and Ms. 

MANNING. 
H.R. 8948: Mr. GRIJALVA. 
H.R. 8954: Mr. LAMALFA, Mrs. PELTOLA, and 

Mr. CASE. 

H.R. 9049: Mr. LEVIN of California, Mr. 
MORELLE, Ms. LOFGREN, and Mr. 
DESAULNIER. 

H.R. 9148: Mr. DONALDS. 
H.R. 9162: Mr. BILIRAKIS. 
H.R. 9208: Mrs. CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK and 

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. 
H.R. 9309: Mr. NEGUSE and Mr. BLU-

MENAUER. 
H.R. 9362: Ms. NORTON, Ms. TLAIB, and Ms. 

JAYAPAL. 
H.R. 9449: Mrs. AXNE, Mr. EVANS, and Ms. 

DAVIDS of Kansas. 
H.R. 9483: Mr. RUTHERFORD. 
H.R. 9501: Ms. BONAMICI and Mr. 

FITZPATRICK. 
H.R. 9503: Ms. PRESSLEY, Ms. LEE of Cali-

fornia, and Mr. GRIJALVA. 
H.J. Res. 102: Mr. ALLEN and Mr. SMUCKER. 
H. Res. 366: Mr. LEVIN of California. 
H. Res. 959: Mr. LAMBORN. 
H. Res. 1317: Ms. BUSH, Ms. BARRAGÁN, and 

Mr. SWALWELL. 
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Senate 
The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable BEN 
RAY LUJÁN, a Senator from the State 
of New Mexico. 

f 

PRAYER 
The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-

fered the following prayer: 
Let us pray. 
Lord, You have been our dwelling 

place in all generations. You laid the 
Earth’s foundation on the seas and 
built it on the ocean depths. Each day, 
we receive the showers of Your bless-
ings. Thank You for listening to our 
prayers and for keeping us safe. Thank 
You for giving us hope even when life 
seems covered by shadows. 

Lord, continue to sustain our Sen-
ators. Give them wisdom and courage 
to do their duty. Keep them humble, 
and help them to trust You completely. 

We pray in Your matchless Name. 
Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The Presiding Officer led the Pledge 

of Allegiance, as follows: 
I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 

United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. LEAHY). 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the following letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, December 14, 2022. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable BEN RAY LUJÁN, a 
Senator from the State of New Mexico, to 
perform the duties of the Chair. 

PATRICK J. LEAHY, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. LUJÁN thereupon assumed the 
Chair as Acting President pro tempore. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADERSHIP 
TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, leader-
ship time is reserved. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

PROVIDING FOR CONGRESSIONAL 
DISAPPROVAL UNDER CHAPTER 
8 OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES 
CODE, OF THE RULE SUBMITTED 
BY THE DEPARTMENT OF EDU-
CATION 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will proceed to the consider-
ation of S.J. Res. 60, which the clerk 
will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A resolution (S.J. Res. 60) providing for 
congressional disapproval under chapter 8 of 
title 5, United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by the Department of Education re-
lating to ‘‘Final Priorities, Requirements, 
Definitions, and Selection Criteria-Expand-
ing Opportunity Through Quality Charter 
Schools Program (CSP)—Grants to State En-
tities (State Entity Grants); Grants to Char-
ter Management Organizations for the Rep-
lication and Expansion of High-Quality Char-
ter Schools (CMO Grants); and Grants to 
Charter School Developers for the Opening of 
New Charter Schools and for the Replication 
and Expansion of High-Quality Charter 
Schools (Developer Grants)’’. 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

MEASURE PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR—S. 5244 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, first, I 
understand that there is a bill at the 
desk that is due for a second reading. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The leader is correct. 

The clerk will read the bill by title 
for the second time. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (S. 5244) making continuing appro-
priations for fiscal year 2023, extending var-
ious health programs, and for other pur-
poses. 

Mr. SCHUMER. In order to place the 
bill on the calendar under the provi-
sions of rule XIV, I would object to fur-
ther proceedings. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Objection having been heard, the 
bill will be placed on the calendar. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONGRESSIONAL 
DISAPPROVAL UNDER CHAPTER 
8 OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES 
CODE, OF THE RULE SUBMITTED 
BY THE DEPARTMENT OF EDU-
CATION—Continued 

GOVERNMENT FUNDING 
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, last 

night, Chairman LEAHY, Ranking Mem-
ber SHELBY, and Chairman DELAURO 
announced that the appropriators have 
agreed to a framework for an omnibus 
agreement that will fully fund the Fed-
eral Government in fiscal year 2023. 
This is welcome and important news. 
Congress now has a roadmap for fund-
ing the government before the conclu-
sion of the 117th Congress—something 
the large majority of us want to see. 
We still have a long way to go, but a 
framework is a big step in the right di-
rection. 

A yearlong omnibus is by far the best 
option we have for making sure our 
kids, our senior citizens, our veterans, 
our small businesses, our military 
members, our defense, and all of the 
families who benefit from this don’t 
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see vital government services lapse or 
shrink. It means we can fully imple-
ment the investments secured. We 
fought so hard for the PACT Act; we 
have to fund it. We fought so hard for 
the CHIPS and Science Act; we have to 
fund it. A CR will not fund these bills, 
but an omnibus agreement will. And 
they were all bipartisan, with large 
support from both sides of the aisle. 

An omnibus bill is also a balanced ap-
proach because it will contain wins 
that both sides want to see, like the 
Electoral Count Act and funding for 
our friends in Ukraine. If we can come 
to an agreement on an omnibus, I am 
optimistic that these bills, which are 
so important to Democrats and Repub-
licans alike—the ECA and funding for 
Ukraine—can become law. 

But before we pass a funding bill, we 
also must ensure the government 
doesn’t first shut down, so we are going 
to have to pass a 1-week continuing 
resolution ASAP. The House is set to 
act on a 1-week CR as soon as tonight, 
and when that bill comes to the Sen-
ate, we should be ready to act quickly, 
as soon as tomorrow if we can. 

The appropriations process, of 
course, is not over. So the responsible 
and prudent thing to do right now is to 
pass a 1-week CR quickly, without the 
unwelcome brouhaha that has pro-
voked shutdowns in the past. 

And, remember, as we go through 
this appropriations process, the experi-
ences of the last decades show that 
those who risk shutdowns in order to 
make political points always lose in 
the end. 

NANCY PELOSI 
Mr. President, now, on Speaker 

PELOSI, later this afternoon, I will have 
the honor—the bittersweet honor—of 
joining with congressional leaders, past 
and present, to unveil the official por-
trait of my dear friend and a great 
leader, Speaker NANCY PELOSI. Every 
year, millions come to the Capitol to 
learn about our democracy and to put 
a face to the names of history. They 
walk these halls and see the portraits 
of Speakers from ages past—Sam Ray-
burn, Tip O’Neill, and so many others. 
But after today—after today—the faces 
of those male leaders will forever be 
joined by Madam Speaker. 

So today is a happy day to celebrate 
an amazing public servant who had an 
amazing career. But it is also a chance 
to say thank you to a dear friend and 
a beloved colleague. 

Leader to leader, I will always ad-
mire Speaker PELOSI for an important 
quality that has set her apart: She al-
ways keeps her caucus united behind a 
common goal. She keeps repeating over 
and over again, and has for 20 years: 
Our unity is our strength. That is what 
she always has said. I have and will 
continue to repeat the same to my cau-
cus. 

I yield the floor. 
RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader is recog-
nized. 

GOVERNMENT FUNDING 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Today is Decem-

ber 14. The Senate Republicans have 
spent months—literally months—beg-
ging our Democratic colleagues to stop 
fiddling with partisan nonsense and 
focus on two core things: the NDAA 
and government funding. 

I have been talking about the need 
for a strong National Defense Author-
ization Act all year long—all year long. 
I am glad we are finally going to wrap 
up the basic governing duty that we 
have in the next few days. 

With respect to government funding, 
I was glad to hear Senator SHELBY an-
nounce yesterday evening that nego-
tiators have reached a bipartisan, bi-
cameral framework for a full-year gov-
ernment funding bill. 

Long-term continuing resolutions 
cheat our Armed Forces out of the re-
sources and the certainty that our 
commanders and civilian leaders need 
to keep modernizing our forces, invest-
ing in crucial weapons, and 
outcompeting adversaries such as 
China. 

I am glad that our Democratic col-
leagues finally accepted reality and 
conceded to the Republican position 
that we need to prioritize our national 
security. 

Republicans simply were not going to 
lavish extra liberal spending on the 
Commander in Chief’s own party as a 
reward for adequately funding our na-
tional defense. It simply wasn’t going 
to happen. Funding defense is a basic, 
bipartisan duty of our government, not 
something that earns Democrats spe-
cial treats. 

As Senator SHELBY stated last night, 
this framework agreement doesn’t 
mean the hard work is over; it means 
the hard work can finally start. It will 
take seriousness and good faith on both 
sides to produce actual legislation that 
follows the framework. 

Poison pills, especially far-left de-
mands to overturn longstanding and 
commonsense policy riders will need to 
stay away from the process. And even 
then, the calendar will still make this 
a challenging sprint. Our side has made 
it clear that the Senate has until De-
cember 22 to complete either a full- 
year funding bill or a short-term CR 
into early next year. That is the dead-
line, and those are the two options. 

If a truly bipartisan full-year bill 
without poison pills is ready for final 
Senate passage by late next week, then 
I will support it, for our Armed Forces 
particularly. Otherwise, we will be 
passing a short-term continuing resolu-
tion into the new year. 

INFLATION 
Mr. President, now on a different 

matter, against the backdrop of pun-
ishing 13.8 percent cumulative inflation 
since January 2021, an open borders cri-
sis, spiking deaths from drug 
overdoses, and surging violent crime 
from coast to coast, President Biden 
has decided that his A–1 priority needs 
to be—listen to this—cracking down on 
charter schools and harming the edu-

cational opportunities available to mil-
lions of low-income students in the 
process. 

Charter schools have long injected a 
huge dose of choice and competition 
into the schooling options available to 
low-income Americans and commu-
nities of color. This became especially 
true and especially important back 
during the pandemic. 

Big Labor teachers unions spent the 
entire pandemic forcing government- 
run public schools to keep their doors 
shut long after private schools, paro-
chial schools, and schools across Eu-
rope were all back operating safely in 
person. 

Charter schools became a haven. 
They offered an escape rope out of the 
learning loss for kids who would other-
wise have been left behind. No wonder 
that, according to one analysis, charter 
school enrollment has surged since the 
pandemic started, even as public school 
enrollments have fallen off. 

But, sadly, whenever kids’ best inter-
ests and Big Labor’s pocketbooks come 
into conflict, we know where most of 
today’s Democratic Party will come 
down. The Biden administration has 
dutifully written a harsh new regula-
tion that would intentionally chip 
away at the Federal charter schools 
program and strip funding from many 
public charter schools. President Biden 
and his team are trying to force char-
ter schools to conform to a whole new 
set of top-down, one-size-fits-all rules 
that the teachers unions want to be 
forced onto their competitors. 

The Democrats’ rule is designed to 
hamstring charter schools and leave 
them more reliant on government bu-
reaucracies in everything from what 
they teach to how kids get to school in 
the morning. Perhaps worst of all, they 
want charter schools’ Federal funding 
to be heavily contingent on whether 
the Democrats’ Federal bureaucracy 
agrees there is a ‘‘need’’ for their exist-
ence. 

This is a plan to take options away 
from parents, to take opportunities 
away from kids, to take choice away 
from families, and to transfer that 
power directly to Big Labor bosses and 
Big Government bureaucrats—yet an-
other example of Democrats’ trying 
every trick to make end-runs around 
parents’ rights in education, stripping 
power away from parents, and handing 
it over to the bureaucrats. 

So I want to commend the Senator 
from South Carolina, Senator TIM 
SCOTT, for bringing forward a Congres-
sional Review Act resolution to right 
this wrong. I would urge every Member 
of the Senate to put families first and 
vote for Senator SCOTT’s commonsense 
resolution. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 
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The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

REMEMBERING SANDY HOOK ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL SHOOTING 

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, 
many of us in Connecticut and 
throughout the Nation awoke today 
with a heavy heart, with grief still so 
raw that we could almost touch it. 

I wish I could tell you that 10 years 
ago to this day was a blur. I wish I 
could tell you that the memory of that 
day has dimmed. I wish I could tell you 
that the knife-like sorrow and pain has 
subsided. But the fact is, it is still raw 
and real for so many of us in Con-
necticut, this day 10 years ago. 

My mind goes back to the horrors of 
this day, and I think that reliving it 
reminds us of the need to honor those 
26 lives with action. It is still searingly 
and scarily vivid—the voices, the faces, 
the unforgettable moments of that 
tragedy, as we stood at the firehouse in 
Sandy Hook and saw parents and loved 
ones emerge after learning that their 
children or loved ones—beautiful ba-
bies and great educators—would not be 
coming home that night; parents with 
their faces frozen in shock and sorrow, 
struggling through tears; police and 
first responders bent with disbelief and 
grief; townspeople, loved ones feeling 
helpless and hopeless. 

And at the wakes and funerals that 
followed, what we saw was a town and 
a State that rallied together—but still 
the searing sorrow of those losses and 
also the determination that was ex-
pressed that night at St. Rose of Lima 
Church to turn that grief and sorrow 
into something positive. 

As I recall very vividly, at one of the 
wakes, I approached a mom who had 
just lost her child and said: When you 
are ready, I would like to talk about 
what we can do to stop this kind of gun 
violence. And she looked at me through 
her tears and said: I am ready. I am 
ready now. 

That is the spirit that Sandy Hook 
and Newtown brought to the world as 
the world watched them. And many of 
them, not all, but many turned that 
grief and loss into advocacy. They 
came here to the Capitol. They asked 
us to do something about gun violence. 
They spoke to colleagues. They 
crusaded. They sought to improve the 
background check system that all too 
often allows people who are dangerous 
to have weapons, people who should be 
separated from their guns or prevented 
from having them in the first place. 

And they were in this Gallery, many 
of them, when the vote on that back-
ground check bill failed. It received 60 
votes, but it failed—it received less 
than 60 votes, so it failed. It received a 
majority but not the 60 votes that it 
needed. 

And from the Gallery I heard then 
and I still feel that it echoes in this 
Chamber: Shame. Shame on you. 

And, indeed, shame on us for the 10 
years afterward when no action came 
from this body. 

In the last decade, they have contin-
ued that crusade. They have helped to 
form a movement. They have been 
joined by tens of thousands of others in 
a movement to change the law, to turn 
that trauma and loss into positive so-
cial change and reform, and they have 
helped create a movement—organiza-
tions like Giffords and Newtown Action 
Alliance, Sandy Hook Promise, Moms 
Demand Action, Students Demand Ac-
tion, the Newtown Action Alliance, 
Connecticut Against Gun Violence, 
many of them coming here and work-
ing year after year. 

That episode and others like it—the 
scourge of gun violence—have given 
rise to that movement. 

And through that decade, literally 
41,000 Americans have died every year. 
One million Americans in total have 
been shot. Gun violence is now the 
leading cause of death among Amer-
ican children and teens. Every day, 
eight children and teens are uninten-
tionally or accidentally injured or 
killed due to an unlocked or unsuper-
vised gun. 

But the survivors and the loved ones 
have become the difference makers, 
and they have been joined by law en-
forcement and parents, teachers, med-
ical professionals, activists and advo-
cates who have said to us: Enough is 
enough. And their determination and 
courage, their conviction, that momen-
tum has created a different trajectory, 
a different climate of opinion in this 
country so that now a majority of 
Americans want commonsense, sen-
sible controls on gun violence. 

So the passage of the Bipartisan 
Safer Communities Act was not an ac-
cident of history; it was the culmina-
tion of a movement that is still grow-
ing and spreading in its influence and 
impact. 

And there is no minimizing the im-
portance of the measure that we passed 
with strong bipartisan support last Au-
gust. It improves the background sys-
tem. It closes the boyfriend loophole. It 
helps stop gun trafficking. It adopts 
the concept of red flag statutes, inter-
vention in crisis, separating people 
from guns when they are going to kill 
themselves or others or at least tell 
people they are going to do it. 

And that red flag or emergency risk 
protection order movement is one that 
we in Connecticut initiated. We were 
the first to pass that statute. And I 
have worked with Senator GRAHAM and 
others in bipartisan expansion of that 
proposal, and it is already helping to 
save lives. In Florida, it has saved 
countless lives, in Connecticut—in the 
19 States where there are red flag stat-
utes. And the act as a whole is helping 
to save lives. 

As my colleague Senator MURPHY, 
who will speak shortly, has said, the 
reforms on the background check sys-
tem alone have helped to save lives, 
and I credit him with his leadership in 
passing that measure. 

And yet—and yet—the deaths con-
tinue. We know that that measure was 

not the single solution or the panacea 
that will solve the problem of gun vio-
lence, the scourge, the epidemic of gun 
violence deaths in this country. 

We have broken the grip of the gun 
lobby. The NRA is a shadow of itself, 
and we have a movement that is grow-
ing in importance and impact, but 
there is so much more to be done in the 
law. We need Ethan’s Law, safe stor-
age, such as we have done in Con-
necticut, strengthened red flag and 
emergency risk protection order stat-
utes, better background check systems 
to make them more complete and bet-
ter enforceable, and, yes, ban on as-
sault weapons, high-capacity maga-
zines, ghost guns, which are the 
scourge of law enforcement. 

And so I say to the advocates and ac-
tivists who are continuing this move-
ment: We will continue that work. We 
will honor with action the lives which 
are lost not only in Sandy Hook but all 
around this country, day after day, in 
drive-by shootings, in crimes, and 
criminal assaults in domestic violence. 

Just in this past month, a brave 
young woman, Julie Minogue, was lost 
in Connecticut to domestic violence, 
where a protective order should have 
helped to save her life. 

And we owe our police more support 
and resources to enforce those protec-
tive orders and to take action against 
gun violence. They are unsung heroes. 
And in the wake of Sandy Hook, many 
of them experienced trauma and men-
tal health challenges that still linger 
with them. On this day, we should re-
member and commemorate and cele-
brate the service of our police and, yes, 
our teachers who also, every day, have 
to do the drills and experience the fear 
and apprehension for themselves and 
their students. 

They are also unsung heroes of Sandy 
Hook and afterward; and parents who 
have to explain why they have that ap-
prehension and why their children have 
to prepare for those drills; our medical 
professionals in the emergency room 
who see this trauma and the death and 
injury day in and day out. 

They are doing their jobs. Our teach-
ers are doing their jobs. Our police are 
doing their jobs. Parents are doing 
their jobs. Congress is not doing its 
job. Thank you to them for doing their 
job. Congress must do its job to 
strengthen our laws and prevent gun 
violence. 

And there is a new generation of ac-
tivists and advocates coming along. 
The young woman who spoke at the 
vigil last Wednesday night and intro-
duced President Biden—a survivor of 
Sandy Hook—is just one example; 
March For Our Lives, emanating from 
Parkland. All of the young people who 
are demonstrating that positive energy 
that is so critically important in ad-
vancing this movement, they are show-
ing awe-inspiring hope and grace. Jun-
ior Newtown Action Line is another ex-
ample. 

The community of Sandy Hook has 
responded with dazzling strength and 
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courage. That community has not only 
rallied around the loved ones who have 
experienced unspeakable loss, but they 
have helped to support the charitable 
and nonprofits that those families 
formed in the wake of those losses. 

They have truly chosen love, those 
families. Many of them have estab-
lished foundations and nonprofits that 
benefit music, art, education, scholar-
ships for students, animal sanctuaries. 

I have worked with the Jesse Lewis 
Choose Love Movement, started by 
Scarlett Lewis; the Sandy Hook Prom-
ise organization, started by the 
Hockley and Barden families; the Cath-
erine Violet Hubbard Foundation; 
Ben’s Lighthouse; the Emilie Parker 
Art Foundation; the Vicki Soto Memo-
rial Fund, which just a couple of weeks 
ago had a run in Stratford, a 5K, to 
benefit the great work that it is doing 
on scholarships; the Avielle Founda-
tion; and the Ana Grace Project. The 
list goes on. It is a part of this story 
because Sandy Hook is the story not 
only of social change and legal and leg-
islative reform, but it is also an in-
tensely personal story about grace and 
grit, about courage and strength, and 
about a personal dedication to making 
good come out of the unimaginable 
horror and evil on that day. 

Sandy Hook in Connecticut is also 
the story about peacekeepers—a new 
generation of peacekeepers, young peo-
ple who are dedicated in Hartford 
through the Compass Youth Collabo-
rative, graduates of the Brother Carl 
Hardrick Institute, who are determined 
to try to prevent violence and reach 
out to others of their age and stop gun 
violence before it begins by enlisting 
others in peacekeeping and interven-
tion. 

That is also the result of the Bipar-
tisan Safer Communities Act, because 
the investment of $15 billion in mental 
health and crisis intervention and com-
munity organization is, at the end of 
the day, a critical part of stopping gun 
violence. 

The survivors club, as someone has 
said, is one that no one wants to join. 
This survivors club of gun violence is a 
network that no one wants to be a part 
of personally. And yet, as long as the 
violence continues, there will be sur-
vivors and loved ones, like the great 
and graceful families of Sandy Hook. 

As our heart goes out to them on this 
day, we should keep in mind and in our 
hearts the need to honor with action— 
continuing action. They are doing their 
job. Police, teachers, medical profes-
sionals, parents, all of the professionals 
are doing their jobs. Congress must do 
its job. The time is for action—more 
action now. 

I yield the floor to my colleague from 
Connecticut, who has been such a 
champion in this effort, Senator MUR-
PHY. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Connecticut. 

Mr. MURPHY. Mr. President, Jimmy 
Greene and his wife Nelba lost a daugh-
ter in Sandy Hook. Jimmy said this, 

leading up to the 10-year mark of the 
shooting in Newtown that we are com-
memorating today: 

There is a saying in our culture that ‘‘time 
heals all wounds,’’ but I wouldn’t say that is 
true in my case. 

Senator BLUMENTHAL and I have been 
down here on December 14 for 9 years 
in a row. Senator BLUMENTHAL and I 
have given hundreds of speeches on this 
floor in the intervening days and 
months, in between those anniver-
saries, talking about what happened in 
Sandy Hook and trying to compel our 
colleagues to action. But there is noth-
ing that we can say that explains 
through words the feeling of cata-
clysmic loss when you lose a child—a 6- 
year-old or a 7-year-old or an 18-year- 
old or a 19-year-old. 

Senator BLUMENTHAL and I were 
there at the firehouse in Sandy Hook 
that day. There are a lot of days when 
I wish I hadn’t heard and seen the 
things that I saw and heard that day. 
But we were voyeurs. We were inter-
lopers. There is no way that we can un-
derstand what those families are going 
through today, as the pain still feels, 
for many, as acute as it did 10 years 
ago. 

So Senator BLUMENTHAL and I think 
it is important to come down here and 
honor the memory of those children 
and those six educators every year on 
December 14. But I also know that 
there is nothing that I can do with 
words to explain to you how different 
the community of Sandy Hook is and 
how those lives will never, ever be the 
same. 

I guess I come to this day every year 
with two emotions. One is of just deep 
sorrow, just to think about who those 
kids were going to become. Senator 
BLUMENTHAL and I have gotten to learn 
so much about these kids. I know more 
about those 20 6-year-old kids than I 
probably know about any other set of 
6-year-old kids other than my own 
when they were that age over the 
course of my lifetime, and I love those 
kids. I see the genius in them. They 
were already doing such miraculous 
things, showing such kindness and such 
talent. And to think that those kids 
today would be preparing for college, 
deciding where they wanted to open up 
their next chapter, to think of what 
has been stolen from this world. 

My sorrow is also due to the fact 
that, well, this Nation is different 
today than it was before Sandy Hook. 
The country now compels us to action. 
There are groups all over the country 
dedicated to trying to change the laws 
of this country to make a Sandy Hook 
less likely. 

This was all happening before Sandy 
Hook. Sandy Hook was the first shoot-
ing of little kids in a school of this 
size. But a few weeks after Sandy Hook 
happened, Senator BLUMENTHAL and I 
went to do a community meeting in 
the north end of Hartford, and there we 
met parents of children who had been 
killed on the streets of Hartford who 
were furious, and even more furious 

after Sandy Hook. They told us: No-
body can relate to those families in 
Sandy Hook more than we can. We lost 
children just like they lost children, 
but why did this country wait until 
Sandy Hook to open their eyes to the 
epidemic of gun violence that exists 
every single day, whether or not it hits 
the headlines? 

So my sorrow today is for what we 
lost 10 years ago today, for the genius 
and the talent that was extinguished 
from this Earth—those kids and those 
educators, those teachers. But also my 
sorrow today is for the fact that it 
took Sandy Hook to wake this country 
up to what had been happening in front 
of us every single day. 

And to really understand the gravity 
of Sandy Hook, you can’t just think 
about those kids. That is the worst 
part of this, by leaps and bounds. But 
there are survivors. There are children 
who witnessed those shootings. There 
are family members who experienced 
deep trauma. There are first responders 
who will never be the same after hav-
ing to sort through that carnage. 

Sandy Hook is a window into the par-
ticular grief that comes with losing 
someone to gun violence, especially 
someone young, but also the broad 
sweeping trauma that comes with a 
shooting of 20 or 1. 

That is the important thing to under-
stand today, as well—that our love 
needs to go to those families, first and 
foremost, but also to the community of 
Newtown. But so must it go to the 
broader experience of gun violence. 

I live in Hartford, CT. I live in the 
South End of Hartford, a neighborhood 
adjacent to the South End of Hartford. 
I hear every night the sirens and police 
cars and ambulances whizzing by my 
house. I went to a middle school—actu-
ally, to a K–8 school. I met with middle 
schoolers at this school just down the 
street from my home a few weeks ago, 
just to kind of talk to these kids about 
what they wanted to change about the 
neighborhood we live in. 

Do you know what they wanted to 
talk to me about? They wanted to talk 
to me about their walk to and from 
school. They wanted to talk to me 
about how dangerous it is for them to 
walk from their house to the school 
that they go to and how every single 
day they are experiencing a trauma 
that many people who grow up in the 
suburbs or rural areas of this country 
will never experience once in their life. 
But these kids experience it every sin-
gle day. 

That is the true story of American 
gun violence, not just those who lose 
their lives but this much bigger uni-
verse of millions of individuals who ex-
perienced trauma either through the 
loss, through the firsthand experience 
of gun violence, or through the daily 
threat of gun violence. 

And so my pain is for what we lost 
that day. My pain is for the delayed re-
action of this country in waking up to 
this epidemic. My pain is for the broad-
er community of kids and individuals 
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who have to live with the consequences 
of our inaction. 

But I just simply want to underscore 
something Senator BLUMENTHAL said 
as well. I also come to this day with a 
lot of joy, a lot of joy for what we have 
found that lies inside each of us. Out of 
Sandy Hook came kindness and grace. 
Senator BLUMENTHAL rattled off a list 
of not-for-profit organizations, chari-
table causes that have sprung forth 
from those families in Sandy Hook; the 
amount of money that has been raised 
to try to make people’s lives better in 
big ways and small ways. I come to 
this day with a lot of gratitude for the 
community of Sandy Hook for deciding 
to take that awful tragedy and turning 
it into something wonderful. 

There are small, little charities that 
started out of Sandy Hook based upon 
the passions of those kids—kids who 
loved art or who loved animals. There 
are now charitable organizations that 
give more kids—especially more under-
served kids—access to art and experi-
ence with animals. There are big orga-
nizations that are seeking to change 
the culture of schools to make sure 
that you don’t have situations in which 
individuals who are going through 
mental illness or trauma find them-
selves isolated and ostracized in the 
way that many mass shooters become. 

So there is so much important work 
that is happening based off of that loss. 
I have joy for that. I do. I do. 

I also have gratitude for all the peo-
ple who have stepped up and have been 
part of this movement to change the 
laws of this country. 

I get it that people didn’t see results 
here for 10 years until this summer. 
But Senator BLUMENTHAL and I and 
others, and Senator DURBIN, who have 
been working on this issue for a dec-
ade, we saw that small but meaningful 
progress every single year. Every sin-
gle year, a couple more partners, espe-
cially on the Republican side, were 
willing to talk to us about change. 

All of a sudden, it became a little bit 
more likely that we would finally pass 
something. Then, finally, this summer, 
almost 10 years to the day of the trag-
edy at Sandy Hook, we passed the most 
significant anti-gun violence measure 
in Congress in 30 years. 

I got a briefing from the Department 
of Justice, as did Senator TILLIS and 
Senator CORNYN, just a few weeks ago, 
and we were shown evidence that this 
law that we passed collectively was al-
ready saving lives. We were given cases 
in which individuals who would have 
gotten a gun, who were in crisis, who 
were contemplating violence did not 
get a gun because of the law that we 
passed together. What we have done 
isn’t enough, and it doesn’t absolve us 
of the responsibility to do more, but it 
is saving lives. 

This day, for me, comes with grati-
tude and joy for all of the people all 
across this country, especially those 
people in Newtown who decided to be 
part of this movement which allowed 
us to pass legislation this summer, 

which is, as we speak, saving lives all 
around this country. 

My sorrow and my joy that I bring to 
this day, you know, is through my per-
spective as the Representative of New-
town. I was the Congressman for New-
town for 6 years. I had just been elect-
ed to the Senate about a month prior 
when Sandy Hook happened. 

It is also due to my perspective as a 
parent. My kids are amongst this gen-
eration that has grown up knowing 
nothing except for the threat of a mass 
shooting. I will never forget my kinder-
gartner, who is now a fifth grader, 
coming home and telling me about his 
first active shooter drill. He didn’t ex-
actly know what it was, right? He was 
5 years old. 

He said: Dad, my teacher told us all 
to go to the bathroom today—all of us, 
all 26 of us. She packed us into the 
bathroom. 

He described the fact that they were 
standing in the bathroom, all tight to-
gether like sardines, and he said: She 
told us we were practicing for what 
would happen if a bad man came into 
our building, and she told us to stay 
there and be quiet for as long as we 
could. 

He didn’t really know what it was, 
but he knew enough to say to me this: 
Daddy, I didn’t like it. 

My older son texted a few weeks ago 
to tell us that his school was in a 
lockdown because of a shooting out-
side. For 2 hours, those kids sat in that 
school until they were released. I 
mean, my kids, I think, are proud of 
the fact that their dad comes to work 
every day and tries to solve this epi-
demic, but there is no way to really 
calculate what this generation of kids 
is losing every single day by living in 
fear. 

I think what we did this summer 
really helped, though. I say that hon-
estly. Some people say it is not 
enough; that you have to go further. 
But what we communicated this sum-
mer to those kids and the parents is 
that we care. Our answer isn’t nothing, 
right? 

As much as I experience this as a fa-
ther, I also know that we have made 
progress and that that progress has 
been logistical and practical but that it 
has also been metaphysical; it has been 
emotional. What we did this summer 
just gave the kids of this country and 
the parents of this country a little bit 
of a feeling that we are going to be 
there for them and, hopefully, more in 
the future. 

So I am grateful to be on the floor 
with my colleague today in commemo-
rating everything that we lost at 
Sandy Hook and in thanking the com-
munity members of Sandy Hook for 
standing up and showing the world the 
best part of that community. 

I am grateful to my colleagues this 
year for turning a page, for turning a 
corner in our obligation to keep our 
kids safe. Senator BLUMENTHAL and I 
will be here for the 11th anniversary 
and the 12th and the 13th and, hope-

fully, we will have more progress to 
discuss and we will have more positive 
change brought to this country by the 
families of Sandy Hook. 

Robbie Parker and his wife lost their 
little daughter, Emilie. Emilie was so 
cute. She was 6 years old when she 
died. 

Robbie said this: We have learned 
how to hold on to two things. We can 
enjoy the things that make us happy— 
Robbie says about his family, the 
Parkers—and we can also carry the 
pain of losing someone and the sorrow 
that comes with that. 

It is OK to feel both things today. It 
is OK to feel pain for what happened at 
Sandy Hook, but don’t let that con-
sume you, because the Parkers aren’t 
letting it consume them. 

Jimmy Greene will tell you that time 
has not healed his wounds, but I know 
Nelba and Jimmy. I know that they 
bring a lot of joy every day. 

So feel pain today; feel sorrow; think 
about those families, but, man, bring 
some life and some grace. Make a deci-
sion that, in your world, you are going 
to honor those kids’ and those adults’ 
memories with some action because, I 
guess, that is what I think about most 
today. I am sad for what we have lost, 
but I am also inspired and hopeful for 
all of the grace and the kindness that 
has grown out of this tragedy. 

I also realize that, maybe more than 
anything else today, we should recog-
nize that nothing in our lives that we 
love should be taken for granted. It can 
all disappear in an instant. So show 
that daily grace and kindness that is 
necessary to communicate to your 
loved ones, to your friends, to your 
communities that you don’t take them 
for granted. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

ELECTORAL COUNT REFORM ACT 
Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, in 2022, 

as America approaches its 
semiquincentennial of the independ-
ence of our Nation, the United States 
of America stands at a crossroads. 

Disturbingly, since the January 6 in-
surrection of our Capitol which sought 
to block the peaceful transfer of power 
after a free and fair election, a growing 
number of Americans believes that vio-
lence against government can be justi-
fied, according to recently polling. We 
have witnessed a disturbing rise of 
threats against law enforcement offi-
cials from various domestic violent ex-
tremist groups as well as threats and 
intimidation against public officials, 
such as school board officials and elec-
tion workers, who are simply doing 
their jobs. We must condemn acts of vi-
olence from all corners and prosecute 
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those who seek to harm public officials 
to the fullest extent of the law. 

We also witnessed the rise of election 
deniers in the 2022 midterm elections 
who repeated the Big Lie that the 2020 
election was stolen and who pledged 
their loyalty to a particular candidate 
or ideology instead of the rule of law. 

We have seen a rise of violent ac-
tions—a rise of anti-Semitism, a rise of 
hate crimes—and it is very much con-
nected to the assault on our demo-
cratic institutions. All of us must be 
defenders of the democratic institu-
tions, which are the bedrock of Amer-
ica. 

As we saw in the 2020 elections, dif-
ferent interpretations of the Electoral 
Count Act of 1887 can lead down a dan-
gerous path, such as when former 
President Donald Trump and his 
enablers attempted to overthrow a free 
and fair election won by President Joe 
Biden, leading to the January 6 insur-
rection at the Capitol. We were there. 
We were in harm’s way. We know ex-
actly how violent that group of insur-
rectionists was. 

President Trump’s latest outrage is 
to talk about suspending the Constitu-
tion because he lost the election. Free 
and fair elections and the peaceful 
transfer of power are fundamental to 
who we are as a nation. 

For this reason, several months ago, 
I joined a bipartisan working group of, 
roughly, 20 Senators to make urgent 
changes to our Presidential election 
processes. I am pleased that, in July of 
2022, our group reached a bipartisan 
agreement to modernize the Electoral 
Count Act, ECA, of 1887 and to make 
other needed changes to improve the 
Presidential transition process. 

Our bipartisan working group’s legis-
lative proposal, the Electoral Count 
Reform Act, clarifies the appropriate 
State and Federal roles in selecting the 
President and Vice President of the 
United States. It makes it easier for 
Congress to identify a single, conclu-
sive slate of electors from each State, 
in part, by requiring States to follow 
the rules they set before the election 
when designating their electors. 

We reiterate that the Vice President 
has a purely ceremonial function in the 
mandatory joint session of Congress to 
count the electoral votes. This was in 
direct response to President Trump’s 
pressure campaign against Vice Presi-
dent Mike Pence to throw out the elec-
toral votes from certain States, which 
enabled and led to the January 6 insur-
rection and attack on the Capitol. 

We also increase the threshold need-
ed to lodge objections against electoral 
votes to lessen the chance of frivolous 
objections in the future. 

Our legislation also has a strong pro-
vision for expedited Federal judicial re-
view to resolve legal challenges more 
efficiently before the electoral college 
meets to cast its votes. 

I particularly want to thank Sen-
ators SUSAN COLLINS and JOE MANCHIN 
for leading this effort as well as the 
other working group members: Sen-

ators PORTMAN, SINEMA, ROMNEY, SHA-
HEEN, MURKOWSKI, WARNER, TILLIS, 
MURPHY, CAPITO, YOUNG, COONS, and 
SASSE. This is how the Senate should 
operate. 

Our working group made several ad-
ditional, useful recommendations as 
part of the Presidential Transition Im-
provement Act and Enhanced Election 
Security and Protection Act. This leg-
islation would strengthen Presidential 
transitions, improve the U.S. Postal 
Service’s handling of election mail, 
stiffen criminal penalties for those who 
threaten or intimidate election offi-
cials, and reauthorize the Election As-
sistance Commission. 

The Election Assistance Commission 
helps administer grants to States and 
provides the best practices for election 
officials in various areas, including 
cyber security, election audits, and 
voting accessibility. 

I am pleased that the Senate Rules 
Committee promptly held a hearing on 
our legislative proposal and that our 
legislation has been endorsed by a 
broad and diverse coalition of public 
interest groups. 

In particular, I want to thank Chair 
KLOBUCHAR and Ranking Member 
BLUNT for making this proposal earlier 
this year and marking it up in their 
committee. I am pleased that the Sen-
ate Rules and Administration Com-
mittee reported out the legislation by 
an overwhelming bipartisan vote of 14 
to 1 in September 2022. The committee 
made improvements in the legisla-
tion—again, that is how the process 
should work—under the leadership of 
Senators KLOBUCHAR and BLUNT. 

I am also pleased that the legislation 
has been cosponsored by our leaders, 
Leader SCHUMER and Leader MCCON-
NELL. 

It is now time for the Senate to act. 
Our legislation, S. 4573, now has a 
strong bipartisan mix of 37 cosponsors. 

We must enact these reforms this 
month, before the 118th Congress con-
venes in 2023. We all know that the 
Presidential election cycle starts 
early, and we must make sure that this 
law is enacted before we start in 2023. 

As my dear friend the late Congress-
man John Lewis said, ‘‘Democracy is 
not a state. It is an act, and each gen-
eration must do its part.’’ 

I urge every Marylander and Amer-
ican to get involved. Stand up for our 
democratic system of government and 
the rule of law. 

Congress should act now to make 
sure that the lawful and rightful win-
ner of the 2024 Presidential election is 
ultimately certified as the winner by 
the States and Congress. We cannot 
fail in this solemn duty to do every-
thing we can to prevent another insur-
rection like we saw on January 6. We 
showed how fragile our democracy real-
ly is. We have an obligation to defend 
it together, as we continue our great 
American experiment with a demo-
cratic republic that serves as a beacon 
of freedom and human rights through-
out the world. 

With that, I yield the floor. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The majority whip. 
REMEMBERING SANDY HOOK ELEMENTARY 

SCHOOL SHOOTING 
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, 10 years 

ago today, when I first heard the news, 
I couldn’t believe it. Then, as I heard 
the details and learned of what had 
happened in Connecticut, I thought to 
myself, This is the moment. This 
shooting is so outrageous and horrible, 
this is the moment when finally Amer-
ica will come to grips with the reality 
of gun violence. 

What I am referring to, of course, is 
the Sandy Hook Elementary School. It 
was 10 years ago today that 20 beau-
tiful little children and 6 teachers and 
staff were murdered in a classroom at 
this grade school. I thought, This was 
it. All of the gun violence and all the 
gun deaths notwithstanding, this will 
do it. It is the tipping point. America 
will come to the honest reality that 
gun violence is unacceptable and will 
do something about it. 

Other nations have done something. 
Other nations have had incidents like 
this, maybe even fewer victims, and 
they have decided to change their na-
tion’s laws. They have done so, and 
they made their nation safer because of 
it. 

We are gathering here this morning 
at the request of Senator CHRIS MUR-
PHY of Connecticut to remember what 
happened 10 years ago. Senator MUR-
PHY was with the families of Sandy 
Hook, as was Senator BLUMENTHAL, 
when they learned of the children’s 
fate. 

Can you imagine being the parent of 
one of these little kids and being asked 
to wait in a building across the street 
while they looked at the remains of 
these children and tried to identify 
them with their parents? I don’t know 
if I would ever recover from that as a 
parent or a grandparent. 

Senator MURPHY and Senator 
BLUMENTHAL tried to give the families 
comfort. I can’t imagine that assign-
ment. They both have brought much 
more than sorrow to this cause. Since 
that shooting 10 years ago, they have 
brought a fierce resolve to do some-
thing about it and to end the horrific 
carnage of gun violence in America. 

This has been an important year for 
gun safety in this Congress. After the 
racism-fueled mass murders at a gro-
cery store in Buffalo, NY, after the 
slaughter of 19 little children and 2 
teachers in their elementary school in 
Uvalde, TX, Congress passed the most 
significant gun safety law in 30 years: 
the Bipartisan Safer Communities Act. 
And the Senate did something that 
hadn’t been done for 7 years: We actu-
ally confirmed a Director for the Bu-
reau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 
Explosives. That is a position the gun 
lobby had fought to keep open and un-
filled for 7 years. We have a man on the 
job now. So we have made some 
progress, but we have a lot more to do. 
The American people want us to do 
more. 
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It is hard to say, in this great Nation 

that we have been blessed to live in, 
that we are the only—only—Nation on 
Earth that accepts these horrifying 
levels of gun violence on a daily basis 
and mass shootings. A mass shooting is 
a shooting where at least four and 
sometimes more people are shot or 
killed. 

Many times, because of the repeti-
tion of this horrific conduct, we think 
it is inevitable, unpreventable, and we 
in America shrug our shoulders and 
say: That is what happens in the 
United States of America. Just in the 
category of fatal shootings in schools, 
kindergarten through 12th grade 
schools, how many fatal shootings have 
taken place in America in those 
schools in the 10 years since Sandy 
Hook? There have been 189—189 school 
shootings since Sandy Hook in Amer-
ica. 

Gun violence is now the leading 
cause of death of American children. 
Think about that for a second—the 
leading cause of death. Every year, 
more than 3,000 children and teens die 
by firearms—3,000 a year—another 
15,000 are wounded, and more than 3 
million American children are exposed 
to gun violence every year. For many 
of these kids, the trauma of seeing 
friends, parents, siblings, classmates 
shot may result in lifelong damage to 
their physical, mental, and emotional 
health. That is what trauma does to 
the survivors. 

This past June, 2 weeks after their 
10-year-old daughter Lexi was mur-
dered at Robb Elementary School in 
Uvalde, Kimberly and Felix Rubio tes-
tified before the House Committee on 
Oversight and Reform. In their testi-
mony, Lexi’s mom Kimberly issued a 
prophetic warning. She said: 

There’s a mom listening to our testimony 
thinking, I can’t imagine the pain that fam-
ily is going through, not knowing that our 
pain will one day be their pain unless we do 
something. 

While school massacres and other 
mass shootings tend to capture the Na-
tion’s attention, there are tens of thou-
sands of Americans who die every year 
from the daily toll of gun violence, and 
many of these deaths barely make the 
news, they are so commonplace in mod-
ern America. They die in suicides, gun 
accidents—alone or in small groups— 
domestic disturbances, gang disputes, 
and crossfire. 

There is no corner of the country 
that hasn’t been impacted by the gun 
violence epidemic. Some of the politi-
cians like to point and say: Oh, Chi-
cago has got all of the problems. Sadly, 
that is not the case. We all face these 
problems. There are many so-called red 
States that vote on the other side po-
litically that have terrible gunshot and 
violence statistics. It affects red States 
and blue States, big cities, suburbs, 
small towns, rural areas—you name it. 
America is awash in guns and gun vio-
lence. 

So far this year in the city of Chi-
cago, so far, 2,718 shootings have taken 

place. According to the Chicago Sun- 
Times tracker, 88 of those killed by 
guns in Chicago this year were chil-
dren. 

Last Sunday, I was at a vigil in the 
Hyde Park section of Chicago at 
Augustana Lutheran Church. We come 
together each year to pray for an end 
to this gun violence, but we know in 
our heart of hearts that prayer is not 
enough. I believe the Good Lord ex-
pects us to pray but expects us to take 
action, too. 

The Senate Judiciary Committee, 
which I chair, has held 11 hearings on 
gun violence in these last 2 years. We 
have heard from a lot of witnesses. One 
I remember was Ernest Willingham 
from the West Side of Chicago. After 
the Cabrini-Green housing project tow-
ers were torn down, Ernest and his 
family moved to the west side of town. 
Before he was 17, Ernest Willingham’s 
father, brother, and cousin had all been 
shot. A few years ago, he lost his best 
friend to a stray bullet. 

Despite the horror around him, Er-
nest became the first in his family to 
go to college. He is now a premed stu-
dent at Northeastern University in 
Boston. He has been accepted to med-
ical school. 

Ernest said that when he grew up, 
young people ‘‘attend a lot more funer-
als than weddings,’’ and parents ‘‘live 
in constant fear that their [kid] will be 
the next’’ victim. 

Since Sandy Hook, millions of Amer-
icans have advocated to keep guns out 
of the hands of criminals and people 
with mental instability and to protect 
their kids, but the gun lobby has 
worked to put more guns in more 
hands across America. 

Many gun manufacturers and sellers 
have launched aggressive marketing 
campaigns for their deadly guns. 

One of the more notorious ads 
showed a photo of an assault weapon— 
this is a military-style weapon—with 
the words under it ‘‘Consider your man 
card reissued.’’ The assault rifle in that 
ad is a Bushmaster XM–15, the same 
kind of semiautomatic assault rifle 
used to commit that mass murder at 
Sandy Hook Elementary School. ‘‘Con-
sider your man card reissued.’’ 

Another ad showed soldiers in com-
bat with the words ‘‘Use what they 
use.’’ Use the same weapons that sol-
diers and marines use in combat, but 
use them here in America. The ad came 
from the company called Daniel De-
fense, the manufacturer of one of the 
semiautomatic assault rifles used to 
murder those 19 little kids and teach-
ers in Uvalde. 

It gets worse. AR–15s and AR-style 
weapons have become the weapons of 
choice for mass shooters. 

This is an ad for a JR–15, a junior 
model of the AR–15. It is 20 percent 
smaller and lighter. It is designed for 
children—children—under the age of 18. 

Look at the logos in this ad. I hope 
you can see it. They are also on the 
weapon. This gun manufacturer uses 
cartoon skulls sucking on pacifiers to 

try to hook children on using military- 
style assault weapons. 

If I made that statement without 
this ad, you would say: Durbin is mak-
ing up a lie. That can’t be true. They 
really want to sell these guns to adults 
to give to little kids, and they have 
them festooned with these images that 
children will find interesting? 

On July 4 this year, a 21-year-old 
with a Smith & Wesson AR–15 mili-
tary-style rifle went up on a rooftop 
during a Fourth of July parade in 
Highland Park, IL. 

Now, Highland Park, IL, is one of 
these idyllic suburbs, a beautiful little 
place, wonderful families, a great com-
munity. And a Fourth of July parade is 
like a rite of passage. You take your 
kids out to see the flags, hear the 
bands, and enjoy every single moment 
of it. 

This Fourth of July that we just wit-
nessed was different. Up on top of the 
roof, he pulled out his AR–15. He fired 
off 83 rounds in less than a minute. 
Don’t tell me about good shooters with 
guns, good guys with guns that stop 
bad guys. There were good guys with 
guns all over the place, in uniform, 
with firearms by their side. What could 
they do in the 60 seconds when he fired 
off 83 rounds? Nothing to stop him. 
That gunman killed seven people and 
injured dozens more. 

Fourth of July parade, Highland 
Park, IL—he left a little 2-year-old 
boy, Aiden McCarthy, an orphan. He 
killed his mother and his father. He 
paralyzed an 8-year-old boy with a bul-
let that severed his spine. 

The Fourth of July attack in High-
land Park was the 309th mass shooting 
in America in 2022. Do you know how 
many we have had since the Fourth of 
July? We have gone from 309 on the 
Fourth of July to 627 mass shootings in 
the United States of America this year. 

Not every shooting is committed 
with an assault weapon, but if a gun-
man wants to cause mass harm, assault 
weapons are the weapon of choice. And 
you ought to see, if you haven’t al-
ready, the ‘‘60 Minutes’’ segment of 
what happens to the human body when 
it is hit with a bullet from one of these 
guns. It doesn’t pass through neatly 
and cleanly. It does damage inside the 
body which is almost impossible to re-
pair. 

Doctors know the harm these bullets 
cause when they tear through the 
flesh. They don’t just pierce bones and 
organs; they pulverize them. 

I will make it clear: I support ban-
ning these military-style assault weap-
ons from civilian use. We have banned 
them before, and I voted for that. It 
saved lives. It is time to ban them 
again. 

Military assault weapons belong in 
the hands of the military, not in the 
hands of an 18- or 19-year-old on a roof 
in Highland Park, firing off 83 rounds 
in less than 60 seconds. 

One other point: Federal law gives 
the firearms industry broad and un-
justifiable immunity from civil liabil-
ity. I am embarrassed to say that the 
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laws of the United States protect the 
manufacturers of these weapons from 
liability. There may be a way around 
that, and I hope there is. Firearm man-
ufacturers should not have a license to 
recklessly peddle high-powered killing 
machines to those who shouldn’t have 
them. They should be held accountable. 

Every other product in America is 
held accountable. Why do guns get off 
the hook? 

The brave families of Sandy Hook 
took assault weapon manufacturers to 
court for their marketing practices. 
The families prevailed, leading to a 
landmark settlement earlier this year. 

Congress should do more to allow vic-
tims of gun violence and negligence to 
seek justice in our courts. If naming 
and shaming won’t cause the gun in-
dustry to act responsibly, a day in 
court just might. 

As we mark the grim anniversary of 
that devastating day 10 years ago in 
Newtown, CT, we have got to recommit 
ourselves to do more—more to protect 
our kids, more to prevent mass shoot-
ings, more to reduce the daily toll of 
shootings in our homes and neighbor-
hoods. Our work is not done. Families 
across America are counting on us. 
Let’s do something. Let’s stop this car-
nage in America. 

I yield the floor. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The Senator from Oregon. 
UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—H.R. 4330 

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, in a mo-
ment, I intend to put forward a unani-
mous consent request to pass my bipar-
tisan bill with our colleague from 
Utah, Senator LEE, entitled the Pro-
tect Reporters from Excessive State 
Suppression Act, also known as the 
PRESS Act. 

Before I make the unanimous con-
sent request, I want to take just a few 
minutes to talk about why our col-
league from Utah Senator LEE and I 
feel this legislation is so important, 
and I will start with the basic propo-
sition behind the legislation. 

If you don’t have a free press, you 
don’t have a democracy. My dad was a 
journalist. After fleeing the Nazis, he 
came to this country, taught himself 
English, worked in our Army devel-
oping propaganda that we dropped on 
the Nazis. He believed deeply in indi-
vidual freedom and in press freedom 
and would always tell me: Ron, they go 
hand in hand. 

If you want to see what happens 
when governments undermine and 
eliminate the free press, look at Rus-
sia, look at Saudi Arabia, look at Iran. 
Information became a tool of power, 
abuse, and manipulation. That is what 
governments do when they want to 
keep freedom from breaking out in 
their countries. And so they abuse 
power rather than promote education, 
expression, and enlightenment among 
the countryside and the people. 

So—let’s be clear—the threat of gov-
ernment overreach interfering with the 
free press in the United States is not 
some distant, far-off, hypothetical 

idea. It happened very recently. The 
Trump administration spied on several 
journalists at outlets the disgraced ex- 
President personally disliked and at-
tacked, grabbing phone and email 
records. The extent of this abuse of 
power has come out in shocking revela-
tions over the last few years. 

And let me emphasize, the Trump ad-
ministration was not the first to do 
this sort of thing. Both the Trump ad-
ministration and the Obama adminis-
tration went too far in prosecuting 
journalists just for doing their jobs. 

Now, Members of the Senate talk 
pretty frequently about their interest 
in protecting journalism in America. 
My view is the bipartisan PRESS Act 
is the best opportunity we have to 
make progress on that goal before the 
Congress ends—and we all hope that 
that is fairly shortly. 

The PRESS Act would protect the 
free flow of information by shielding 
journalists from being ordered by the 
courts to give up their sources. The bill 
includes key exceptions, such as when 
that information is necessary to pre-
vent an act of terrorism against the 
United States or necessary to prevent 
the threat of imminent violence. Those 
exceptions were very important to Sen-
ator LEE and me. 

I see our colleague here from Arkan-
sas. He and I serve on the Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence, so we know 
about the importance of protecting our 
country against terrorism. 

This legislation is very similar to 
legislation already on the books in sev-
eral States, including my home State 
of Oregon and Senator LEE’s home 
State of Utah. It is our view, though, 
that these protections should extend 
from sea to shining sea in our great 
country. 

Now, I will close by saying this is a 
proposal that brings both sides to-
gether. The House passed the PRESS 
Act a few months ago unanimously. 
And I think our colleagues would agree 
that sometimes these days it seems 
you can’t get every Member of the 
House to even agree that there are 24 
hours in a day and 7 days in a week, 
yet they passed our bill unanimously. 

This is a can’t-miss opportunity to 
protect the free press in America. It is 
good for the free flow of information. It 
is good for holding government ac-
countable, and it is good for the demo-
cratic ideals on which this country was 
founded. 

And I will just close by saying that if 
you read the writings of the Founding 
Fathers, it was almost as if they 
thought a free press was as important, 
if not more so, than government. That 
is how strongly they felt. 

Let’s pass this unanimous consent re-
quest when we make it, and let’s send 
the PRESS Act to the President’s desk 
today. 

And I will now ask unanimous con-
sent that the Committee on the Judici-
ary be discharged from further consid-
eration of H.R. 4330 and that the Sen-
ate proceed to its immediate consider-

ation; further, that the bill be consid-
ered read a third time and passed and 
the motion to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Is there objection? 

Mr. COTTON. Mr. President. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The Senator from Arkansas. 
Mr. COTTON. Reserving the right to 

object—and I will—I want to make a 
few brief remarks here about why I ob-
ject to the passage of this bill, the so- 
called PRESS Act, which would open a 
floodgate of leaks damaging to law en-
forcement and our Nation’s security. 

The press, unfortunately, has a long 
and sordid history of publishing sen-
sitive information from inside the gov-
ernment that damages our national se-
curity. During the Vietnam war, the 
New York Times published the Pen-
tagon Papers in an effort to demoralize 
the American people and turn them 
against the war effort. 

During the wars in Iraq and Afghani-
stan, the press routinely revealed de-
tails about America’s efforts to hunt 
down terrorists, details that helped our 
enemies cover their tracks and evade 
justice. 

These leaks were reckless and harm-
ful to our national security. Yet the 
PRESS Act would immunize journal-
ists and leakers alike from scrutiny 
and consequences for their actions. 
This bill would prohibit the govern-
ment from compelling any individual 
who calls himself a journalist from dis-
closing the source or substance of such 
damaging leaks. 

This effectively would grant journal-
ists special legal privileges to disclose 
sensitive information that no other cit-
izen enjoys. It would treat the press as 
a special caste of crusaders for truth 
who are somehow set apart from their 
fellow citizens. 

But that is not how the law histori-
cally has treated journalists. Our laws 
have always made clear that journal-
ists can be held criminally liable for 
what they publish. In the Pentagon Pa-
pers case itself, a kind of holy grail for 
the liberal media, Justice White wrote 
the press is on ‘‘full notice of the posi-
tion of the United States and must face 
the consequences if they publish’’ ma-
terial damaging to our national secu-
rity. 

So while prior restraints were ruled 
out, consequences for violating the 
laws of our country remained nec-
essary, and they remain necessary 
today as well because, moreover, if re-
cent history has taught us anything, it 
is that too many journalists these days 
are little more than leftwing activists 
who are, at best, ambivalent about 
America and who are cavalier about 
our security and about the truth. 

For instance, as the publisher of the 
New York Times during the Pentagon 
Papers case, Arthur ‘‘Punch’’ 
Sulzberger, wrote: 

I am not sure that what we offer the Viet-
namese peasant or what their own leaders 
offer them is any better than what the com-
munists offer. 
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Think about that for a minute. The 

publisher of the New York Times, 
whose family still controls it today, 
couldn’t see a difference between us— 
the United States—between Demo-
cratic Presidents John F. Kennedy and 
Lyndon Baines Johnson and Ho Chi 
Minh, a murderous, communist butch-
er. This is the kind of person we would 
be giving special legal privileges to 
that no other citizen enjoys. 

Supporters of this bill insist that it 
is necessary to grant journalists this 
special kind of immunity in order to 
‘‘preserve the free flow of information 
to the public.’’ But, of course, there are 
many legal avenues that whistle-
blowers can use to air their concerns 
about potential government mis-
conduct. 

In the executive branch, they can go 
to their Agency’s inspector general. 
They can also go to the Office of Spe-
cial Counsel, and, of course, they can 
go to the proper oversight committee 
here in Congress. Put differently, there 
is no shortage of legitimate and legal 
avenues for whistleblowers to unveil 
potential government misconduct. But 
this bill would allow any disgruntled 
bureaucrat, totally unaccountable to 
democratic processes, to circumvent 
these legitimate channels and go 
straight to the press, relying on the 
highly questionable judgment and un-
accountable judgment of these bureau-
crats and reporters alone to determine 
whether America’s most sensitive se-
crets should be revealed. 

And, finally, quite aside from all 
these grave concerns, this bill hasn’t 
been through the Senate’s usual proc-
ess for debating and refining legisla-
tion. And, as I have explained, it 
shows. It hasn’t been through regular 
order. There have been no hearings, no 
markups, or even a previous effort to 
pass the bill on the floor, to my knowl-
edge. 

This bill needs to be thoroughly vet-
ted before we take such a drastic step 
to ensure that we don’t open a flood-
gate of damaging leaks to our national 
security. 

Therefore, Mr. President, I object. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. Objection is heard. 
The Senator from Oregon. 
Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, I think 

the fact that there has been an objec-
tion here is very unfortunate. I am just 
going to briefly respond. 

Our colleague from Arkansas has 
talked about the exceptions that are 
made in this bipartisan bill. And I 
would only say that the exceptions to 
make sure we can protect our country 
to deal with national security in this 
bill were strong enough to get the sup-
port of 435 Members of the House of 
Representatives. 

I look at the President of the Senate, 
and he and I were in the other body. 
And sometimes, you would think you 
couldn’t order a 7UP over there. But 
the fact is, it got the support of every 
Member of the House of Representa-
tives—all 435—because they thought 
the exceptions made sense here. 

Second, my colleague from Arkansas 
said that this was somehow giving spe-
cial status—special protection—to the 
press in America. That is not accurate. 
This gives the press the kind of protec-
tion I believe the Founding Fathers 
would have supported because I have 
read their writings and saw what they 
had to say about the press and have al-
ready noted it. 

And then our colleague seemed to 
make the case that this was somehow 
for liberal journalists—not for journal-
ists for moderates and conservatives— 
for liberal journalists. The legislation 
extends to people in the press across 
the political spectrum. There are no 
special fast-track arrangements for 
people of one philosophy or another. 
And that was something that was espe-
cially important to me. 

I mentioned in my remarks my dad, 
who fled the Nazis, taught himself 
English, and served in our Army. And 
he worked—particularly, after his serv-
ice—writing historical nonfiction. He 
wrote a very important book about the 
Bay of Pigs where he highlighted what 
really happened. And what I enjoyed so 
much about my dad’s book and what 
happened afterwards, the first person 
to call my dad, because, he said, 
Peter—my dad was Peter Wyden—you 
are writing the truth about what hap-
pened, was the late Congressman Henry 
Hyde of Illinois, one of the most con-
servative Members of the other body. 
And he and my dad struck up a fast 
friendship over the phone because they 
were interested in the facts. And that 
is what journalists do: They get the 
facts out. 

So I think it is unfortunate there has 
been an objection here on all of these 
points. These issues were considered by 
the other body. And 435 Members of the 
other body said: This is important for 
our country. This is important for get-
ting the facts out to the American peo-
ple—unvarnished information, not in-
formation from the left, center, or 
right—unvarnished information. 

I just want to close by saying we are 
going to be back on this floor. We are 
going to push this again and again and 
again because at a crucial time in 
America, where—and I mentioned this 
has not been relegated to one adminis-
tration or another. This has been hap-
pening too often. It happens in any 
kind of administration, any philos-
ophy. It is time to end it, and it is time 
to make sure that our free press is in a 
position to get the facts to the Amer-
ican people. We need this particular bi-
partisan effort, Senator LEE and I. And 
we will be back on this floor until we 
get it passed. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk proceeded to call the 

roll. 
Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina. Mr. 

President, I ask unanimous consent 
that the order for the quorum call be 
rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

S.J. RES. 60 
Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina. Mr. 

President, today, my CRA on public 
charter schools is a simple vote today. 
It is a vote for common sense; it is a 
vote for parents; and it is a vote for 
kids. 

Here is the truth: Everywhere in 
America, except for Washington, DC, 
this is an 80-percent issue. Literally, 68 
percent of Democrats, 67 percent of 
Independents, 68 percent of African- 
Americans, and 72 percent of Hispanics 
all agree with some form of school 
choice. This is simply a public charter 
school issue stopping the Biden admin-
istration from destroying one of the 
most important vehicles for human 
prosperity for the kids of our country. 
I urge my colleagues to vote yes. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Washington. 

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I do 
know that lawmakers on both sides of 
the aisle support high-quality charter 
schools because they are an important 
part of many States’ public school sys-
tem, which is why I come to the floor 
today to urge my colleagues to vote 
against the resolution. 

I want to be clear: This resolution 
will cause unnecessary chaos, under-
mine simple accountability measures 
to ensure that our Federal funds are 
well spent and delay funding from sup-
porting new, high-quality charter 
schools and the students that they 
would serve. 

Earlier this year, after responding to 
over 25,000 comments from charter 
schools, parent organizations, and oth-
ers, the Biden administration issued 
their final rule laying out various cri-
teria for Federal charter school grants. 
This is a common step in adminis-
trating the charter school program— 
one the previous administration took 
as well. And the latest rule included 
some commonsense ideas to increase 
community and parent involvement, to 
strengthen the fiscal transparency to 
make sure that taxpayer dollars are 
being used properly. 

The goal of the rule is simple: to help 
make sure our Federal dollars support 
high quality charter schools. Passing 
this resolution now would upend a bal-
anced rule that is a result of months of 
careful work from the Department of 
Education. 

The Biden administration has al-
ready used this rule to issue 12 awards 
now, totaling $65 million across 11 
States, and it is currently now in the 
middle of a grant competition, which 
charter school management organiza-
tions are now applying for. 

So let’s not disrupt the plans of Mis-
sissippi and Tennessee and Georgia and 
the other States that have already re-
ceived awards under the new rule and 
that were counting on that funding. 
That is not fair. It is not good for 
schools, teachers, parents, or students. 

So I hope no one here wants to see 
our schools disrupted, accountability 
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weakened, or learning undermined, 
which is why I am here today to urge 
everyone to join me in voting against 
this resolution and to work with me 
and the Department of Education to 
continue to support high-quality char-
ter schools, while improving oversight 
and transparency of our Federal funds. 

I yield the floor. 
Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina. I ask 

unanimous consent for another 30 sec-
onds. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina. This 
issue is an issue of America’s future 
and America’s now. Today, our kids 
desperately need quality education 
from sea to shining sea. This CRA pro-
vides us more momentum in the direc-
tion of making sure the poorest kids in 
the poorest ZIP Codes have quality 
education. That is all this is about. 

I urge my colleagues to vote yes. 
The joint resolution was ordered to 

be engrossed for a third reading and 
was read the third time. 

VOTE ON S.J. RES. 60 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the bill having been 
read the third time, the question is, 
Shall the bill pass? 

Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina. I ask 
for the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from Colorado (Mr. 
HICKENLOOPER) is necessarily absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is 
necessarily absent: the Senator from 
Texas (Mr. CRUZ). 

The result was announced—yeas 49, 
nays 49, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 390 Leg.] 

YEAS—49 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Braun 
Burr 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Daines 
Ernst 
Fischer 
Graham 

Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Inhofe 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Moran 
Murkowski 
Paul 
Portman 

Risch 
Romney 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sasse 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Shelby 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Tuberville 
Wicker 
Young 

NAYS—49 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Feinstein 

Gillibrand 
Hassan 
Heinrich 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Leahy 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 

Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 
Reed 
Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 

Tester 
Van Hollen 
Warner 

Warnock 
Warren 
Whitehouse 

Wyden 

NOT VOTING—2 

Cruz Hickenlooper 

The joint resolution (S.J. Res. 60) 
was rejected. 

(Mr. KAINE assumed the Chair.) 
(Mr. SCHATZ assumed the Chair.) 
(Ms. STABENOW assumed the Chair.) 
(Mr. KAINE assumed the Chair.) 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
KING). Under the previous order, the 
Senate will proceed to executive ses-
sion to consider the following nomina-
tion, which the clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Francisco O. Mora, of Flor-
ida, to be Permanent Representative of 
the United States of America to the 
Organization of American States, with 
the rank of Ambassador. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Jersey. 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. BOOKER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
consider the following nomination: 
Calendar No. 1255, Elizabeth Frawley 
Bagley, of Florida, to be Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of 
the United States of America to the 
Federative Republic of Brazil; that the 
Senate vote on the nomination without 
intervening action or debate; that the 
motion to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table and the 
President be immediately notified of 
the Senate’s action. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the nomination. 
The legislative clerk read the nomi-

nation of Elizabeth Frawley Bagley, of 
Florida, to be Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the 
United States of America to the Fed-
erative Republic of Brazil. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the Bagley nomination? 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

President will be notified of the Sen-
ate’s action. 

The Senator from New Jersey. 
UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—H.R. 2116 

Mr. BOOKER. Mr. President, as in 
legislative session, I ask unanimous 
consent that the Committee on the Ju-
diciary be discharged from further con-
sideration of H.R. 2116 and the Senate 
proceed to its immediate consider-
ation; further, that the bill be consid-
ered read a third time and passed on 
the motion. 

Before I do this, sir, I would like to 
just read a brief statement if I may, 
Mr. President. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Proceed. 
Mr. BOOKER. Mr. President, I am 

really proud to be New Jersey’s junior 
Senator. Even more so, I am proud that 
I have called Newark my home for 
most of my adult life. I can talk about 
my community for weeks on end. I 
know the Presiding Officer has heard 
me talk about Newark for some time. 

It is an incredible community where 
we do not mistake wealth with worth. 
We know the value of goodness and de-
cency. And a lot of members of my 
community in the city of Newark are 
Black and Brown folks, and the special 
relationship they often have to their 
hair denotes deep cultural traditions. 
You go to my city right now, and you 
will find hairstyles of different types: 
locks, cornrows, twists, braids, bantu 
knots, and, of course, what I once had, 
Mr. President, afros. 

You will find barber shops and hair 
salons aplenty that are dedicated to 
the upkeep of these beautiful hair-
styles. One of my favorite things to do 
is to go to barber shops to sit in com-
munity with folks and connect. 

I can write almost a dissertation 
probably, sir, right now about the role 
of barber shops in Black and Brown 
communities. They are incredible com-
munity cultural convening places. 

But I also want to say that it is not 
always a source of joy. At times, the 
conversation has turned to a deep 
source of hurt and pain. There is a dec-
ades-long problematic practice of dis-
crimination against natural hair in 
this country. 

It was brought to the forefront in 
2018 when a New Jersey student named 
Andrew Johnson was forced to cut his 
dreadlocks in the middle of a wrestling 
match. The entire ordeal was caught 
on camera. And as the scissors were 
brought out to cut Andrew’s hair, you 
can see the deep hurt and pain on the 
face of this young man. It is the pain 
felt by many, traumatic at times, of 
hurtful experiences that make you 
question your very belonging in a com-
munity—the beauty of your hair, its 
natural style, your immutable charac-
teristics, your cultural beliefs, your 
connection to your heritage. 

No person in America should have to 
deal with this pain, and that is why I 
stand here today, urging this body to 
pass legislation that is dear to my 
community’s heart, dear to commu-
nities all across the country. It is 
named the Creating a Respectful and 
Open World for Natural Hair Act, oth-
erwise known as the CROWN Act. 

This bill is ultimately a matter of 
justice. Hair discrimination is real. It 
is a continuing and a pernicious prob-
lem for Black and Brown people in our 
country. It can lead to lost employ-
ment opportunities. It can lead to vio-
lations of students’ civil rights. In 
short, it forces people to change parts 
of their very being so as to avoid har-
assment or punishment. 

A recent study from Michigan State 
University found that Black women are 
50 percent more likely to be sent home 
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from the workplace because of their 
hair, and 80 percent of Black women 
feel the need to change their hair from 
its natural state to fit in at the office. 

Another study from Duke University 
found that Black women with natural 
hairstyles are less likely to land job 
interviews than White women or Black 
women with straightened hair. 

Many students, other than Andrew, 
have had their civil rights violated. 
There have been cases in schools that 
have changed their dress code midyear 
to place restrictions on hairstyles, tar-
geting Black students with locks and 
expelling them from school when they 
refused to cut their hair. Although ex-
isting law prohibits some forms of hair 
discrimination as a type of racial or 
national origin discrimination, Federal 
courts, at times, have narrowly con-
strued this protection in a way that 
has allowed schools, workplaces, and 
other Federal institutions to discrimi-
nate against people of African descent 
who wear certain types of natural or 
even protected hairstyles. 

That is where the CROWN Act comes 
in. This commonsense pragmatic piece 
of legislation is necessary. This legisla-
tion clarifies that discrimination based 
on a hair texture or hairstyle that is 
commonly associated with a particular 
race or natural origin—including hair 
that is tightly coiled or tightly curled, 
locks, cornrows, twists, braids, Bantu 
knots, and afros—is a prohibited form 
of discrimination. 

Since the moment I first introduced 
the CROWN Act with Members of the 
Congressional Black Caucus, while I 
am grateful for their work and leader-
ship, we have worked to build more 
support. In the House, this bill passed 
with broad bipartisan support because 
of the strength of the lead of my col-
league and friend from New Jersey, 
Congresswoman BONNIE WATSON COLE-
MAN. Here in the Senate, Senator COL-
LINS has signed onto the bill, making it 
a bipartisan effort. And it is an effort 
that replicates what has already been 
done in 19 States—so-called blue 
States, such as mine or California, to 
so-called red States, like Nebraska, 
Tennessee, and Louisiana. 

At its core, the CROWN Act is a com-
monsense policy. It is legislation that 
further protects the civil rights of 
Americans. But on a more profound 
and deeper level, it is a celebration of 
what makes up the wonderful fabric of 
our Nation: the rich, cultural diversity 
and the connections people have to 
their very identity. 

We know the significance that hair 
plays for the communities that make 
up the diverse American fabric. For 
Black folks, hair is rooted in stories of 
strength and resistance. During the 
time of slavery, in Colombia, hair 
braiding was used to relay messages, 
including as a way to signal that one 
wanted to escape the lash of bondage. 

As one person eloquently described, 
the hair of Black women is ‘‘a crown 
that tells a story—a story of struggle, 
triumph, pain, pride, and comfort.’’ 

The CROWN Act is a chance for us to 
make sure that story and the stories of 
so many other cultures are told, a 
chance to make sure that those stories 
aren’t punished but become more of an 
integral part of the larger American 
story. It is a chance to make sure that 
those stories aren’t stigmatized to the 
point that some have to make the dif-
ficult decision to change their natural 
hair just to have a chance to land a 
job, to succeed in school, or to escape 
discrimination overall. 

This is a chance for us to make for a 
more perfect union, to bend the arc of 
the Nation just a little bit more toward 
justice, to end another chapter, an-
other area, of deplorable discrimina-
tion, which is why today I ask for 
unanimous consent to pass the CROWN 
Act. 

And so, I guess, as in legislative ses-
sion, I now ask for unanimous consent 
that the Committee on the Judiciary 
be discharged from further consider-
ation of H.R. 2116 and the Senate pro-
ceed to its immediate consideration; 
further, that the bill be considered read 
a third time and passed and that the 
motion to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

The Senator from Kentucky. 
Mr. PAUL. Reserving the right to ob-

ject, we all agree that racial discrimi-
nation is not only wrong but illegal. 
The Civil Rights Act of 1964 and other 
Federal statutes prohibit discrimina-
tion on the basis of race, color, or na-
tional origin. 

The Supreme Court found in the 1973 
case McDonnell Douglas Corporation v. 
Green that using a pretextual reason as 
cover for discrimination is a violation 
of Federal civil rights law. Subse-
quently, the protections sought by this 
bill are already provided for in Federal 
law. Using hairstyle as a pretext for ra-
cial discrimination is already illegal. 

But there is reason to believe that 
this bill is not ready for enactment. 
When the House Judiciary Committee 
considered this legislation, some Mem-
bers questioned whether this legisla-
tion would prevent certain hairstyles 
and lengths out of concern that they 
may hinder workplace safety or the 
ability to perform certain critical func-
tions of the job. For example, employ-
ers may require certain hairstyles so 
that personal protective equipment 
properly protects the wearer. 

Many questions remain unanswered 
about whether this bill would prevent 
employers from imposing race-neutral 
standards, such as maintaining a hair-
style that makes it difficult to become 
caught in machinery on a factory floor 
or the ability to properly wear a hel-
met at a construction site. 

This bill would make workers less 
safe, make it more difficult to start a 
business and provide jobs, and almost 
certainly result in expensive litigation 
and overburdened courts. 

I object. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-

tion is heard. 

Mr. BOOKER. I would like to say a 
couple of things. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Jersey. 

Mr. BOOKER. Thank you very much 
for the recognition, Mr. President—the 
Presiding Officer. 

I really heard the point about work-
place safety. This bill does not prohibit 
employers from addressing safety con-
cerns. Instead, it accounts for employ-
ers’ legal obligations to ensure work-
place safety. Written in the bill, sec-
tion 6(b) of the bill expressly prohibits 
that the employment nondiscrimina-
tion provision ‘‘shall be enforced in the 
same manner and by the same means, 
including with the same jurisdiction, 
as if such subsection was incorporated 
into Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964.’’ In other words, employers will be 
no more burdened by this bill than 
they are under the current employ-
ment discrimination law. 

Under the longstanding, burden-shift-
ing scheme applied by the courts in 
title VII cases, the employer may de-
feat a discrimination claim by assert-
ing the workplace safety as a legiti-
mate nondiscriminatory reason for 
taking adverse employment action 
against an employee, with the burden 
then shifting to the employee to prove 
that the asserted reason was a pretext 
for discrimination. 

So this is addressed, and I appreciate 
that. But as it was passed in a boldly 
bipartisan way, it was shown to have 
incorporated that concern in the bill 
itself. 

Again, this is something that has 
been passed in States like Tennessee 
and Louisiana. This has been shown to 
have wide bipartisan support. It is 
shown to be needed in the Federal con-
text. And I am hoping that we, through 
continued deliberations, can actually 
get that passed. 

Mr. President, if I may have leave to 
say one more thing, I would like to just 
wish you a Merry Christmas, to the 
Presiding Officer. I appreciate the 
cheer and good will that is in this 
Chamber, and I look forward to happy 
holidays for everyone. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Chair returns the greetings. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from North Carolina. 

FAREWELL TO THE SENATE 
Mr. BURR. Mr. President, I rise 

today in the time-honored tradition of 
giving my farewell remarks to the 
United States Senate. This is an oppor-
tunity to thank my friends, my col-
leagues, and the voters of North Caro-
lina who have supported me for 28 
years, through 8 elections, for the op-
portunity to serve and the ability to 
make a difference for my State and my 
country. 

Thirty years ago, I was a business-
man with a happy family in Winston- 
Salem, NC, who decided things in 
Washington, DC, weren’t working ex-
actly right. So I decided to run for Con-
gress in an effort to help make that 
change for the better. My reason for 
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running was a concern of the future for 
my two young sons and others of their 
generation. 

I lost that first race for the House in 
1992, and I took it in stride thinking, I 
have done my best shot. It was meant 
to be. I am not a politician. I had never 
run for office before or been involved in 
politics except to vote. But by 1994, as 
Congress was still raising taxes and in-
creasing the deficit at the same time, I 
decided I had to try again to bring 
some common sense to how things were 
being decided in our Nation’s Capital. 
So I threw my hat in the ring again, 
and I was elected to the House of Rep-
resentatives. I was surrounded by 73 
other new Members, with a new major-
ity, and an opportunity to make new 
friends. 

I met three people who are now some 
of my closest friends: John Boehner, 
Saxby Chambliss, and Tom Latham. 
Brooke and I are blessed with their 
friendship. Every year since they have 
left, along with their wives, Debbie 
Boehner, Julianne Chambliss, and the 
late Kathy Latham, we have traveled 
and deepened those bonds of friendship. 
I am grateful and proud we are so in-
credibly close, and I thank all of them 
today. 

Do you suppose Boehner is crying by 
now? 

While we have all made new friends 
in Congress, not a day goes by—not a 
day—that I don’t miss my good friend 
Tom Coburn. I have his name plate in 
my office from the Intel Committee to 
remind me of the lessons that Tom 
gave all of us and for the example he 
set as a Member of the Senate. Now, 
from that class of 1994, there are only 
three of us left—Roger, Lindsey, and 
me—and my time is short. 

The Contract with America created a 
new majority. Newt Gingrich and 
Frank Luntz crafted our unifying mes-
sage to the American people. We came 
with a commitment not to leave for a 
hundred days until we started to 
change the course of American govern-
ment. Then, this seemed like a small 
sacrifice for a transformation I saw as 
imminent and important. We worked 
day and night before we ever found the 
bathroom or permanent housing. 

Every Member had a different story 
and a different reason for running, but 
we were elected for a common cause: to 
fix Congress and a government that 
was broken and out of touch. 

Being one of 435 Representatives in 
an institution driven by seniority has a 
sobering impact. For many, our new 
committee assignments taught us that 
we weren’t quite as smart as we 
thought. Winning elections was hard; 
thoughtful policymaking was even 
harder. I decided early on that the En-
ergy and Commerce Committee was 
where I would spend the majority of 
my time and focus. 

Much can be said for the value of in-
stitutional knowledge, but there 
weren’t any Republicans who knew 
what to do in the majority since none 
of us had ever served in a majority. 

John Dingell was the outgoing chair 
of the committee, and quite honestly, 
John could have ignored the new Re-
publicans and been upset about the 
election taking his gavel away. In-
stead, he took me under his wing. John 
taught me many lessons about hear-
ings, about oversight, how to focus on 
important topics, and more impor-
tantly, how the work in Washington 
really gets done. He advised me to 
spend my time listening, so I did. I 
came to the committee hearings, and I 
learned from the experts. 

I was doing so much at one time, I re-
alized that family time was too often 
ignored. I cannot express how much I 
appreciate the love and the support of 
my family to let me have this incred-
ible experience. Brooke and I have 
lived apart for 28 years. Outside of con-
gressional recesses or a few trips, every 
Monday, I have had to wake up, just 
like you, and know I had to fly back to 
Washington to cast a vote. I look for-
ward to being home with the love of 
my life when I am done with this. 

During the decade I served in the 
House, our country went through some 
major events, including 9/11 and the 
wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, which 
still ripple through our foreign policy, 
our defense policy, and our domestic 
policy today; the anthrax attacks, 
which opened my eyes as to how unpre-
pared our country was for the threat of 
bioterrorism and inspired my work to 
create the national preparedness and 
response framework; and the impeach-
ment of President Clinton—only the 
second time a President had been im-
peached in the history of our country 
in the House. 

I had the opportunity to work on a 
lot of legislation, but issues I am most 
proud of are bipartisan legislation to 
end the tobacco quota; the start of my 
biodefense work with the National Dis-
aster Medical System and the Small-
pox Vaccine Program when we created 
the Department of Homeland Security; 
and especially the Food and Drug Mod-
ernization Act, or FDAMA, as many of 
us know. 

I came to Congress 6 years before the 
horrible attacks of 9/11, and guarding 
our Nation’s freedoms was as impor-
tant then as it remains today. Stand-
ing at Ground Zero just a few days 
after those awful attacks in New York, 
Washington, and Pennsylvania made it 
clear to me that we could never let 
down our guard against those who hate 
our country and hate our freedoms. 
Serving on the House and Senate Intel-
ligence Committees has made me more 
committed to remaining vigilant in the 
goal of protecting the lives of all 
Americans. 

When I decided to run for the Senate, 
little did I know how grueling the cam-
paign would be. Running a statewide 
race against Erskine Bowles was never 
going to be easy. Erskine had experi-
ence, money, and a built-in network. I 
had a lot of energy and a determina-
tion to win. 

Our campaign was downright civil 
compared to what we have seen in re-

cent years, and after the election, Er-
skine and I became lifetime, longtime 
friends. We remain that way today. I 
appreciate Erskine Bowles for his con-
tinued service to our State of North 
Carolina and to the country. 

In my 18 years in the Senate, we have 
lived through some major events as 
well: the financial crisis of 2009, the 
Ebola outbreak of 2014, a global pan-
demic, and I might say the third and 
fourth impeachments of a President of 
the United States, the illegal and im-
moral invasion of Ukraine. 

In the Senate, any Senator can work 
on any legislation they want, but in 
particular, I would like to mention just 
a few: the Pandemic and All-Hazards 
bill, or PAHPA; the ABLE Act to help 
families with children with disabilities 
save for the future; the child care and 
development block grant reauthoriza-
tion to help families afford quality 
childcare; the Veterans Choice Act to 
help veterans get the healthcare they 
deserve; making permanent the fund-
ing for the Land and Water Conserva-
tion Fund; the Ryan White CARE Act 
to make this successful program more 
equitable for Americans living with 
HIV/AIDS; the Emmett Till Unsolved 
Civil Rights Crimes bill, which helps 
investigators work to discover the 
truth and seek justice for families of 
the victims of civil rights-era cold 
cases; and years’ worth of annual intel-
ligence authorization bills. 

Usually, the most bipartisan bills 
that move through this body are often 
misunderstood and mischaracterized. 
Far from being a congressional blank 
check to the intelligence community, 
they represent an annual congressional 
exercise to guide and direct the intel-
ligence community. These bills are the 
most bipartisan products of ongoing, 
rigorous oversight. Those who block or 
obstruct or otherwise delay these bills 
are not empowering the people they 
think they are. 

While I am proud of all these bills 
and more, I want to highlight the work 
I have done to build the architecture of 
the Nation’s pandemic and biological 
preparedness systems—in particular, 
the creation of the Biomedical Ad-
vanced Research and Development Au-
thority, BARDA. 

Developing a collaboration between 
the Federal Government and private 
sector companies to accelerate the de-
velopment of medical countermeasures 
helps us all meet the oath we swore to 
protect the safety and security of the 
American people. 

Without BARDA, we wouldn’t have 
had the tools to deal with anthrax, 
smallpox, and radiological or nuclear 
threats. We wouldn’t have developed 
the COVID vaccines as rapidly. We 
wouldn’t be on the leading edge of 
science, and we would instead be fall-
ing further and further behind. 

This infrastructure works because we 
made it flexible. We made it adaptable. 
So whatever the current threat may 
be, my greatest frustration is that ad-
ministration after administration 
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seems to think they need to reinvent 
the wheel instead of picking up the 
tools that Congress has already laid on 
the table and built to handle emer-
gencies. 

I hope one lesson we have learned 
from COVID is exactly how valuable 
BARDA is. 

I have been especially fortunate to 
serve on three of the most consequen-
tial committees in the United States 
Senate: Intelligence, where I continued 
my service from the House in the Sen-
ate, eventually becoming chair; Fi-
nance, which governs our Tax Code and 
much of our healthcare programs; and 
the Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions Committee, where I currently 
serve as the ranking Republican and 
have focused on our public health 
threat preparedness and response infra-
structure and modernizing the FDA, 
CDC, and NIH, and I thank my chair-
man, Senator MURRAY. 

While serving on the Intelligence 
Committee, I have developed a deep 
friendship with MARK WARNER and so 
many of my colleagues. We were great 
partners during our investigation of 
Russia’s efforts to interfere in the 2016 
election, and our shared passion for 
oversight of the intelligence commu-
nity has made them better, more re-
sponsive, and our country safer. 

Mark, I am going to miss that work 
with you. 

I would also like to offer my deepest 
thanks and proud affection for the men 
and women of the intelligence commu-
nity. From junior analysts to the sta-
tion chiefs, in DC and around the 
world, the thing that has always stood 
out is their love of country, their com-
mitment to mission, to keep the Amer-
ican people safe and our country se-
cure. It is easy to focus on their so- 
called intelligence failures, which are 
more, actually, policy failures, and we 
don’t get to talk about their successes, 
but that is what enables them to keep 
doing the work they do successfully to 
keep us safe. 

It is a rare opportunity to praise 
them for a job well-done. So to all of 
them: Thank you. It has been an honor, 
and it has been a privilege to serve in 
that capacity. 

Committees are where you roll up 
your sleeves and you get to work. I 
learned that from John Dingell in the 
House and from my friends Ted Ken-
nedy and Orrin Hatch in the Senate. It 
is where friendships are made and 
where we work together to get results 
for the people who sent us here. 

If I have any regrets about the oper-
ation of the Senate in recent years, it 
is how much leadership ignored the 
work of the committees and, in many 
cases, ignored the expertise of our 
staff. 

The Senate needs more committee 
consideration of bills and serious 
issues, less consolidation of decision- 
making in the hands of a few. 

Thomas Jefferson once said: 
I like the dreams of the future better than 

the history of the past. 

So let me look forward in my remain-
ing time rather than just reminisce the 
past. I have never been more optimistic 
about America’s future. 

During the next two decades, we will 
see technology and innovation at a 
speed that none of us can envision 
today. Technology platforms will 
emerge that change the global econ-
omy; and at a pace that will be hard for 
this institution to keep up with. 

Breakthroughs will transform 
healthcare, agriculture, and manufac-
turing. Then it will hit a wall called 
the Federal Government, with an ar-
chitecture designed in the 1950s. 

The work you have got is huge. It is 
time for Congress to be the visionary 
body our Founders envisioned when 
they created us. 

We are now 22 years into this new 
century. What are we waiting for? We 
need to unleash Americans to solve to-
day’s problems with the intellectual 
power of our great country. America is 
full of bright and intelligent men and 
women of all ages who are creative at 
finding solutions and forging new 
paths. We need these folks in the U.S. 
Senate, and I am glad that I have had 
the chance to serve with some who will 
now continue to carry on the great ef-
forts for years to come. 

We need more statesman and fewer 
politicians. As Harry Truman said 
while serving in this great body: 

Regardless of [your] politics . . . [our] fate 
is tied up in what [happens] in this room. 

What happens in this room. 
The tradition of a farewell speech 

usually includes some words to your 
colleagues about the importance of the 
U.S. Senate, John Dingell’s complaint 
about us being the enemy of the House 
notwithstanding. 

So here are some lessons about what 
I have learned and what I recommend 
to my colleagues on both sides of the 
aisle, both to the newcomers and to 
those in term 1 or 5. 

One: Thank your family. They put up 
with more than you will ever know. 

To my wife Brooke, thank you, 
thank you, thank you. 

While I am sure she is happy to see 
me retire, she also reminded me she 
doesn’t make lunch, so I had better get 
a job. 

To my sons and their families, Tyler, 
Meg, Rooney, William, Tyler—yeah, a 
boy Tyler and a daughter-in-law 
Tyler—Mary Lyde, Virginia, and 
Henry: Thank you. I am proud of the 
lives you are building and the grand-
children you have blessed Brooke and I 
with. I love you. I look forward to 
spending more time with you instead of 
these guys. 

Two: Thank your staff. They are ac-
tually the reason you are here; it is not 
you. 

In my time in the House and the Sen-
ate, during my leadership of the Intel-
ligence Committee, the HELP Com-
mittee, I have worked with roughly 200 
of the smartest, hardest working staff 
who sacrifice time and higher pay to 
work behind the scenes to make so 
many things happen. 

I have been blessed with a staff in 
North Carolina. My constituents 
couldn’t be better served by their tire-
less efforts. 

I have had the best constituent serv-
ice folks in North Carolina as North 
Carolina has ever seen. 

It would be impossible to name all of 
you, and I will put the names in the 
RECORD, but, particularly, I want to 
thank Dean Myers and Chris Joyner for 
their years of friendship and service to 
North Carolina, our country, and to 
me. I thank both of you. 

There are so many names, but from 
my House terms, I would like to espe-
cially thank Jenny Hansen Ware, John 
Versaggi, Brian Vanderbloemen, and 
A.T. 

From my Senate terms: Natasha 
Hickman, Chris Toppings, Polly Walk-
er, Michael Sorensen, Caitlin Carroll, 
Rebecca Glover, and Josh Bowlen. 

From the Intel Committee, Christian 
Cook, Emily Harding, Vanessa Le, 
Tommy Nguyen, the entire bipartisan 
Russian team, and all of those who 
serve the committee under my chair-
manship. 

And my HELP Committee, Angela 
Wiles, Rachel Portman, Anna Abrams, 
Dr. Bob Kadlec, Margaret Barton and 
David Cleary. 

Finally, I would also like to say a few 
words about Alicia Peterson Clark. She 
helped me in my first election. She be-
came my House chief, and she got me 
to the Senate. 

She helped build the operation and 
establish the culture that runs through 
my office today. Today, even if you 
never met her, if you have worked for 
me, you have been influenced by her 
leadership. She passed away a few 
years ago, heartbreakingly young, and 
she is deeply missed. 

Three: Consistently remind yourself 
why you came to serve. 

The American people expect us to get 
things done. Like it or not, they may 
not send you home, but you will leave 
feeling that you played in the game 
and have very little to show for it. 

Four: Only do things that have mean-
ingful purpose. My staff knows my rule 
for the introduction of legislation. You 
have got to show me the human face 
behind the issue if you want me to in-
troduce it and be passionate about it. 

Five: Remember, our Founders ex-
pected Congress to be visionary. 

When we complain about regulation 
we don’t like, it is usually our fault be-
cause we either delegated that author-
ity away or remained silent when an 
out-of-control President just takes au-
thority we never granted. 

Our system is designed so that Con-
gress would do things to fix problems, 
including problems that didn’t exist. 

The creation of BARDA proved to me 
the importance of being visionary. We 
would not have been prepared for H1N1, 
Ebola, Zika, coronavirus. My advice is 
to look ahead to what you think future 
problems might be and build an archi-
tecture to solve them. 

Six: Nobody wins in impeachment. 
Let me say that again. Nobody wins in 
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impeachments. I have lived through 3— 
75 percent of all impeachments in the 
history of the United States of Amer-
ica. 

Congress should resist the tempta-
tion to treat impeachment as just the 
newest form of political opposition. 

Seven: Principle is important, but 
flexibility is essential. 

While we all have areas of interest 
that we are most comfortable with, 
they may not be the greatest need of 
our time. 

When the 9/11 terrorist attacks hap-
pened, we all had to shift our focus. 
When the financial markets collapsed 
in 2008 and 2009, it was all-hands-on- 
deck. And when COVID became a pan-
demic, we had to scramble to become 
health, education, and financial ex-
perts to shore up our economy and save 
lives. 

I wish we had done more to keep 
schools open so that children wouldn’t 
have suffered quite so much. 

But I know that in the future we will 
have learned from these mistakes and 
we won’t make them again. 

That is seven lessons on how to be an 
effective U.S. Senator. I hope some of 
my colleagues find these to be helpful. 

America has always been a great 
country, where dreams can come true. 
Let’s keep it that way. Our citizens 
and elected officials alike should 
dream big and then work hard to make 
them a reality. 

The job of being a U.S. Senator 
means making tough decisions. Please 
remember that good judgment in mak-
ing those decisions often involves find-
ing some balance between two parties 
as much as it means standing firm on 
your personal convictions and on the 
platform on which you were elected. 

I hope we are all committed to sup-
porting the ingenuity of our citizens so 
that they can match the likes of Henry 
Ford, Thomas Edison, George Wash-
ington Carver, Beulah Louise Henry, 
and so many others. 

Government should not be a road-
block to innovation and new ideas. 
Rather, it should encourage new ideas, 
new innovation, and new possibilities 
to realize the untapped potential of our 
citizens. 

I have often expressed my belief that 
America’s best days are still ahead, 
and lately I have been chided for think-
ing that that is true. But my optimism 
is rooted in reality. 

Our country and our citizens have an 
unlocked potential and an unbound de-
termination to overcome any division, 
any problem. 

Yes, there is much work to be done, 
but Americans have never been afraid 
to roll up their sleeves and work hard 
to succeed. 

Think of the challenges that we have 
overcome since our country was found-
ed—the Civil War, the Great Depres-
sion, two world wars, racial division, 
the Cold War, terrorist attacks, Presi-
dential impeachments, disputed elec-
tions, an international pandemic, and 
more. 

Yet none of these have destroyed the 
fabric of our Nation or its people, and 
I refuse to believe that any challenge is 
too great to tackle when we come to-
gether. 

I stand here today in awe of the his-
tory made in the Capitol complex, the 
people’s House, the U.S. Senate, the old 
House Chamber, the old Senate Cham-
ber, and even the old Supreme Court 
Chamber. 

Our Nation’s history is crystalized 
here in this building. Our flaws, our 
triumphs, our humbling errors, and our 
breathtaking successes. 

If you listen closely at night, when 
all around is quiet, you can hear the 
echoing voices of the ordinary men and 
women who became giants in our Na-
tion’s history—Sam Rayburn, Mar-
garet Chase Smith, Everett Dirksen, 
Barbara Jordan, John Dingell, Tom 
Coburn, Barbara Mikulski, John Lewis, 
and so many more. 

They served here with dignity and 
honor, and they shaped the course of a 
nation’s destiny. They shared my opti-
mism about our country and our fu-
ture. Even in the darkest days, I know 
that optimism is not misplaced looking 
ahead. 

It is hard for me to imagine that I 
have had the great honor and extraor-
dinary privilege to follow in their foot-
steps. 

I hope that my time here has had 
purpose and meaning. I know I have 
done my best to contribute and to help 
build a more perfect union. 

I will miss you, my colleagues, and I 
will miss the tremendous staff in Con-
gress who are unknown by the public, 
but behind the scenes, they keep every-
thing running smoothly. 

I will, especially, miss the hard-
working, dedicated, and fearless men 
and women of the U.S. Capitol Police 
for the job they do to keep us safe. 
When trouble rears its head, they stand 
up. We must all remain thankful for 
the job they do on our behalf. 

As I conclude, I want to thank my 
wife and my family again, as well as 
my colleagues and my staff. 

I also want to thank the people of 
North Carolina for honoring me with 
the trust and respect. I am humbled 
that they sent me here to Congress 
eight different times, and I appreciate 
their support. 

I yield the floor. 
(Applause.) 
(Ms. ROSEN assumed the Chair.) 

TRIBUTE TO RICHARD BURR 
Mr. THUNE. Madam President, it is 

hard to believe that my friend RICHARD 
Burr is leaving Congress. He is some-
one I have known since my days in the 
House of Representatives, and we have 
been friends from the very beginning. 
So it is difficult to imagine serving in 
the Senate here without him. We came 
to the Senate in the same year as well. 
Our wives are very close friends, and 
we have had many wonderful times 
with the BURRS. 

In fact, I have enjoyed hosting RICH-
ARD in South Dakota on a number of 

occasions. RICHARD is an outdoors guy, 
as I am, and he fits right in in my 
home State of South Dakota—perhaps 
except for the fact that he is the only 
guy not wearing socks. Although I will 
say, I have found occasions which have 
required him to get the socks out of his 
suitcase. During one of our trips to 
South Dakota to hunt pheasants, we 
landed in Sioux Falls. We got off the 
plane and it was 7 degrees and I noticed 
at the next stop he had socks on. So 
there are limitations to his practice of 
not wearing socks. 

But anyway one of our favorite pas-
times, of course, in South Dakota is 
pheasant hunting, and I have had RICH-
ARD out there a number of times during 
pheasant season. He is a great shot, I 
will say. 

He has a favorite place to eat. It is 
Al’s Oasis in Chamberlain, SD, which is 
known for, among many things, home-
made pies. 

I discovered when Kimberly and I vis-
ited RICHARD and Brooke in North 
Carolina, he is also a great handyman. 
Apparently, he thinks his guests 
should be as well, since he put me right 
to work on a new door that he was in-
stalling. We hung a door at his house. 
I was the grunt labor. He was the archi-
tect, the designer, and just said: Hold 
this and that sort of thing. So that was 
my job. But I was well paid for my 
trouble because RICHARD also, in addi-
tion to his assets and his attributes of 
being a handyman, is also an excellent 
cook. Many of you probably perhaps 
here don’t know that. But one of the 
privileges that I have enjoyed in vis-
iting RICHARD is getting to enjoy his 
cooking, and he really can make just 
about anything—breakfast, lunch, din-
ner. I am not saying he ought to open 
a restaurant in his retirement, but if 
he did, I would certainly be the first in 
line at the opening. 

RICHARD has certainly left his mark 
on Washington. His car, a 1974 Volks-
wagen Thing, often parked outside the 
Russell Building with the top down no 
matter the season and adorned with his 
colleagues’ campaign stickers, I think 
everybody knows is a fixture here on 
Capitol Hill. 

RICHARD, who as well as being a 
handyman is a capable mechanic, could 
often be found working under the 
Thing’s hood to keep it running, which 
has become a true labor of love, par-
ticularly here in the last few years. 

But I would say that in this Cham-
ber, of course, RICHARD is best known 
and really known for being an out-
standing legislator. And I have to say 
thank you as he did to his outstanding 
staff. I mean there isn’t anybody here 
who works here who doesn’t know that 
the heavy lifting in this place gets 
done by staff. And so we appreciate 
your many years of service to him and 
making him such an effective and ac-
complished legislator. He mentioned 
the Capitol staff, the Capitol Police, 
who are here on a daily basis pro-
tecting us, just saying how much we 
appreciate everything you have done. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 08:24 Dec 15, 2022 Jkt 039060 PO 00000 Frm 00014 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G14DE6.023 S14DEPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

12
6Q

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S7167 December 14, 2022 
RICHARD has always been someone 

who knows how to get something done. 
In addition to building a great team 
and staff around him, he knows how to 
build coalitions. He knows how to get 
legislation across the finish line, and 
that is evident in his record of accom-
plishment here in the Senate. He 
talked a little bit about that. Pro-
moting medical research and innova-
tion has been a passion of his; sup-
porting veterans, changing the way 
student loan interest rates are set to 
save families money; working to ensure 
that childcare settings are safe and 
high quality; establishing ABLE ac-
counts for individuals with disabilities 
to help better their lives, and the list 
goes on. 

Long before COVID, RICHARD was 
working to prepare our Nation to re-
spond to the threat of a disaster or a 
pandemic; and since COVID, he has 
worked to ensure that our Nation’s fu-
ture pandemic response reflects the 
lessons that we have learned. 

Of course, as he mentioned, his long-
time work on the Intelligence Commit-
tees of both the House and Senate and 
as chairman here of the Senate Intel-
ligence Committee, the number of 
hours I know he sat in padded rooms in 
classified settings making sure that 
our country was prepared, working 
with our intelligence community, as he 
mentioned, to protect Americans from 
the threats that we face here at home 
and around the world. 

RICHARD has been a strong advocate 
for his home State of North Carolina, 
particularly for veterans. He has 
worked to bring new VA facilities to 
North Carolina to ensure that veterans 
and their families who were exposed to 
contaminated water at Camp Lejeune 
receive VA medical care. 

I think all of us get into this life in 
the hope that we can one day leave 
Congress knowing that we have done 
something to make life better for our 
fellow Americans. RICHARD can leave 
Congress with that assurance. 

I am going to miss him. It is a privi-
lege and a blessing that you are able to 
serve with a friend for so long. I will 
miss our daily interactions. But I know 
that in Congress or not, our friendship 
will endure, and I look forward to see-
ing all that RICHARD is going to do in 
his next chapter in life. 

I want to thank, as he said, Brooke, 
his sons and daughters-in-law and now 
grandkids for the many sacrifices that 
they have made through the years. I 
think we all know that this doesn’t 
work unless you have got a partner, 
and Brooke has been a partner for all 
these 28 years to RICHARD and a part of 
everything that he has been able to ac-
complish here. 

So I wish him and his family many 
more happy hours in the years ahead 
and congratulate him on his retire-
ment and on a farewell speech that I 
think we all ought to take to heart. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Virginia. 

Mr. WARNER. Madam President, it 
is with a mixture of sorrow and pride 
that I rise today to pay tribute to my 
good friend the senior Senator from 
North Carolina. 

I was thinking about the fact that 
Senator BLUNT, who is sitting in front 
of you, we were here for his farewell 
speech the other day, and our good 
friend ROB PORTMAN, who is behind 
you, we will be here for his—we are los-
ing a lot of great Members this Con-
gress, and the folks who are going to 
follow them will not replace them. 
They have got big shoes to fill. 

I mean, we are celebrating RICHARD’S 
18 years in the Senate and 10 years in 
the House—28 years of doing this stuff. 
Senator BURR and I first got to know 
each other actually through a mutual 
friend early on in my Senate career in 
kind of a strange set of circumstances. 
I had become really good friends with 
Saxby Chambliss, and Saxby and RICH-
ARD were running buddies. I would run 
along with them sometimes. 

And JOHN THUNE, as you know, RICH-
ARD is a pretty open-minded guy. But I 
got to acknowledge, and I shouldn’t 
probably do this in front of everyone, 
but I am not sure he initially took to 
me that well. Now, my staff has occa-
sionally called me slightly intense, and 
RICHARD has more than a few times 
asked whether I was getting my daily 
meds to stay on that equilibrium. So 
much for that. 

But in contrast, RICHARD BURR is a 
low-key kind of guy. As Senator THUNE 
has already mentioned, and every Sen-
ator has made mention or noticed or 
made fun of his lack of socks. We have 
seen the migration of his Thing from 
outside the Russell Building to maybe 
its permanent resting place now in the 
garage at Hart. I park next to it almost 
every day, and I hope that you will 
leave it there in perpetuity. 

But despite where we started off, 
with us being a little bit of an odd cou-
ple, we have formed an enormously 
strong partnership, and for me it was, 
more importantly, a strong friendship. 

For 5 years, RICHARD preceded me as 
chairman of the Intelligence Com-
mittee. He had been on the Intelligence 
Committee since he came to Congress. 
I have learned so, so much from him, 
not only on the substance, which is ter-
ribly important, but there are a whole 
series of issues and extraordinarily im-
portant work where I never really got 
up to speed because I trusted his judg-
ment. 

But really what he did is he set the 
tone for how the committee ought to 
operate—a committee that frankly 
doesn’t get as much attention as most 
because so much of what we do is be-
hind closed doors. The reason why the 
Senate Intelligence Committee has 
stayed bipartisan, the reason why it is 
so productive, the reason why we get 
year after year an intelligence author-
ization bill out virtually unani-
mously—never more than one or two 
votes against—has a lot to do with 
RICHARD BURR. 

My friend whom he served with in 
the House, the dean of the Virginia del-
egation, Congressman BOBBY SCOTT, 
has often referred to, around Virginia, 
that the Senate Intelligence Com-
mittee is an ‘‘oasis of dignity.’’ I think 
that is a pretty darn good description. 
And that dignity would not have come 
about without RICHARD BURR’s leader-
ship. 

He has made mention of his staff. I 
want to echo that, particularly those 
folks I have had the opportunity to 
work with on the Intelligence Com-
mittee staff. This does not have to be 
the case. This is not always the model, 
and I won’t make more than a passing 
reference to HIPSCI in that compari-
son. If you don’t have—you have to 
have not only Members agreeing, you 
have to have staff agreeing, and some-
times staff come with their notion that 
we have got to start with conflict. 
That was never the way that RICHARD 
chaired the committee. He knew my 
staff as well as he knew his own. No-
where was that more evident than 
when he took on one of the greatest 
challenges and one where we kind of 
got battle-hardened together on the 
Russia investigation. And one of the 
things I know he had pride in and I had 
pride in, there were an awful lot of 
folks who had to be interviewed. And 
without exception, folks who inter-
viewed didn’t know whether the 
interviewees were Republicans or 
Democrats. It was that kind of profes-
sionalism and the notion that we were 
going to follow the truth, and I think 
that work product will clearly stand 
the test of time. 

The other thing that I think RICHARD 
taught me, and this was something 
that he has been just relentless about, 
is to recognize the courage and the pa-
triotism of the men and women who 
work in the intelligence community. 
They are never going to get the rec-
ognition. Public officials get the rec-
ognition but not the men and women 
who serve in our military. But no mat-
ter where you travel with Senator 
BURR, there were generally two things 
that you could guarantee would take 
place. One is that at some moment dur-
ing the trip he would find a way to get 
a couple hours at wherever the local 
bazaar was and go buy stuff until 
Brooke finally said: No more rugs ever 
again. 

But what was equally important that 
he taught me, and he taught all of us 
on the committee who has come in 
after, is that when you are out in the 
field, you make sure you go see the sta-
tion and not just the station chief but 
make sure you see all the members of 
the station and personally meet them 
and thank them. And in every hearing 
that we have had—and I have tried to 
continue this tradition—and we may 
not get along and we may not agree 
with the briefers—but at the end of 
that hearing, no matter how tough it 
may have been, he thanks the briefers, 
he thanks the folks who are in the 
back row, oftentimes not getting to the 
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front table, and he makes sure to say: 
Go back and tell the men and women 
you work with back at headquarters, 
back at station, how much we respect 
you and will have your back. He has 
shared with me a little bit in these last 
few weeks the kind of outpouring of 
support that he has had from intel-
ligence community members both here 
and around the world, and we are going 
to have him back in January with the 
leadership in the intelligence commu-
nity to celebrate that again. 

The other thing that is a little un-
usual about Senator BURR—and I will 
say this for a few of our friends in the 
press—is that most of us actually like 
to talk to the press—or at least do it. 
This has never been high on Senator 
BURR’s list. I have never seen anybody 
manage with complete politeness to 
give more nonanswers to the questions 
in the hallway as the press pool follows 
after him on so many occasions, but it 
is because it is all about the work. 

Others have mentioned and he has 
mentioned that he was and has been 
the leading voice on disease prepared-
ness. If we had listened more to him 
earlier on on things like COVID, I 
think part of this tragedy could have 
been even further averted. 

I mentioned already the Russia in-
vestigation. We both took incoming on 
that. Both of our sides wanted us to do 
it differently. He said: We are going 
after the truth. I can assure you, there 
is no one I would rather be in a foxhole 
with than RICHARD BURR because when 
the incoming kept coming in, he said: 
Let’s buckle down, do the work. He em-
powered the staff to do that in a way 
that was remarkable, and, again, that 
product will stand the test of time. 

I am sad to lose a colleague. I think 
his admonitions to us were great. I 
think his recognition—again, this is so 
RICHARD BURR in that he has got so 
many staff here, and he put the staff 
not in a passing reference but as one of 
the major themes of his speech. We all 
would not be here without the kind of 
men and women who have supported 
you and who support each of us who 
have the honor of standing on this 
floor. 

I am going to be really sad to at least 
lose the daily back-and-forth as a 
friend. He is a little bit quirky. He is 
not shy about giving somebody grief. 

I am not sure there will ever be an-
other Senator with the same tastes in 
footwear or sockwear or lack thereof. 
He clearly has been one of the Senate’s 
true characters in the best sense of the 
word. 

I have had the occasion to get to 
know Brooke and his kids. I have seen 
lots and lots of pictures of the 
grandkids, and I am glad some of them 
live in Richmond. We will visit there 
and on the Outer Banks. 

He has a great next chapter in front 
of him. I think he is going to continue 
to contribute to this Nation in the 
business world. I look to see where that 
path leads, and I look to making sure 
this friendship that we have built will 

be maintained long into the future, 
into our each increasing dotages in 
going forward. 

With that, I yield the floor and salute 
my dear friend RICHARD BURR. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Maine. 

Mr. WARNER. Madam President, my 
apologies to the distinguished senior 
Senator from Maine. 

Senator BURR knows the one thing he 
was also extraordinarily critical of was 
whenever members of the Intel Com-
mittee were late to an Intel meeting, 
and we have one at 2:30. 

So, Senator BURR, I hope I have your 
ability, and Senator COLLINS will give 
me a rundown on her comments today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Maine. 

Ms. COLLINS. Madam President, how 
heartwarming it has been today to wit-
ness RICHARD BURR’s farewell speech to 
his colleagues, his staff, the Members 
of the Senate, his constituents, and, in-
deed, all Americans, and equally heart-
warming it has been to listen to the 
heartfelt tributes that he is receiving 
from those of us who have been privi-
leged to share with him. 

During his 28 years in Congress as 
both a Member of the House and of the 
Senate, RICHARD has been a strong 
voice for responsible government and 
bipartisanship. 

I join my colleagues in thanking him 
for his truly extraordinary service not 
just to the people of his beloved North 
Carolina but to all of our country. 
Throughout his service, RICHARD has 
consistently reached across the aisle to 
meet challenges and to move our Na-
tion forward. 

As the leader of the Senate’s Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions Com-
mittee, he has supported innovations 
in our healthcare system that have 
made a real difference for his fellow 
Americans. These advancements in-
clude enhancing the ability of cutting- 
edge treatments and medications to 
reach patients as well as advocating for 
historic funding increases for bio-
medical research. 

RICHARD has also left a lasting mark 
on education policy for Americans of 
all ages. He has worked to ensure that 
the very youngest learners have the 
best possible opportunities in life by 
supporting early education through 
Head Start and quality childcare and 
by supporting afterschool programs 
through the child care and develop-
ment block grant. 

He has sought to increase the afford-
ability of higher education by author-
ing the Bipartisan Student Loan Cer-
tainty Act, and he has helped Ameri-
cans obtain good-paying jobs by 
strengthening workforce development 
programs. 

RICHARD was also a member of the bi-
partisan group that shepherded the 
Great American Outdoors Act through 
Congress. Two years ago, I was proud 
to join him when that bipartisan bill 
was signed into law. This historic legis-
lation fully funds the Land and Water 

Conservation Fund that supports ac-
cess to the great outdoors for all Amer-
icans. It is preserving and creating rec-
reational opportunities from the Outer 
Banks to the Pacific coast. 

Perhaps less well-known but also im-
portant is the fact that RICHARD has 
been a champion of civil rights. He 
spearheaded the passage of the ABLE 
Act—one of the most important laws 
for individuals with disabilities since 
the Americans with Disabilities Act. 

He partnered with Congressman John 
Lewis, the late civil rights icon, to re-
authorize the Emmett Till Unsolved 
Civil Rights Crimes Act to right the 
wrongs committed against African 
Americans that were never inves-
tigated. 

When in 2010 former Senator Joe Lie-
berman and I led the fight to repeal the 
discriminatory don’t ask, don’t tell law 
that prohibited patriotic Americans 
from serving in the military due to 
their sexual orientation, RICHARD 
stepped forward to help ensure that 
successful repeal. 

As chairman of the Senate Intel-
ligence Committee, RICHARD oversaw 
the Agencies that helped to keep our 
Nation safe and ensured that they had 
the tools needed to guard against for-
eign threats. 

In addition, as Senator WARNER has 
mentioned, at a time of intense par-
tisanship, he led the investigation into 
Russian attempts to meddle in U.S. 
elections. He deserves enormous credit 
for keeping our committee focused on 
the task at hand and for producing a 
fact-based account of the events sur-
rounding the 2016 election. 

There is a final story that I want to 
end with about RICHARD, and it is re-
peating in many ways what our chair-
man, MARK WARNER, has said. 

I, too, have accompanied RICHARD 
Burr as he has visited with our men 
and women of the intelligence commu-
nity at stations around the world. He 
doesn’t just receive the intelligence 
briefings, as you would expect. No. He 
goes beyond that. He makes the effort 
to thank each and every one of our in-
telligence community’s staff, who are 
serving in stations, sometimes in dan-
gerous conditions, often being sepa-
rated from their families or enduring 
hardship. He thanks each and every 
one of them. That tells you a lot about 
who RICHARD Burr is. 

RICHARD, thank you for your count-
less contributions to the U.S. Congress 
and to our Nation. I join your friends 
and colleagues in wishing you and 
Brooke all the best in the years to 
come. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Missouri. 

Mr. BLUNT. Madam President, in 
calculating, it may be possible that I 
have served on the Intel Committee 
longer than anybody besides RICHARD 
Burr currently on the committee, with 
some time in the House—but not all of 
the time in the House—and in the Sen-
ate. It is truly amazing the depth of 
understanding he has of programs, of 
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capacity, of the places we are all over 
the world. 

I think he and Senator WARNER have 
done a great job of maintaining that 
committee as a bipartisan committee, 
working together, understanding that 
most of what we do and that most of 
what we talk about is only seen by us 
and the staff of that committee. It is 
an important responsibility to ask 
questions and hear answers that others 
Members can’t. RICHARD’s leadership 
has been incredible. 

I want to spend a few minutes talk-
ing about the other portfolio he has 
that I am also involved in as the appro-
priating chairman on the Health and 
Education and Labor Committee. 

In so many ways, particularly after 
COVID, RICHARD, we became the 
team—the authorizing and the appro-
priating—so we could make this all 
work together. 

Efforts are extraordinary as well. We 
heard the long list of things he did to 
create an understanding of what we 
needed to do—the whole idea of rapid 
response, of BARDA, of having a stock-
pile. All of this is—not only is so much 
of it RICHARD’s idea, but also RICHARD 
has kept the idea alive. 

I will just tell you this is from abso-
lute personal and occasional knowledge 
in the press—they are wondering: Now, 
why are you still spending that money 
on the stockpile? We didn’t use it last 
year, and we didn’t use it the year be-
fore. Why do you think we need to have 
things in that stockpile that are usable 
and have efficacy now? 

RICHARD has been there. Often, the 
only people advocating for the stock-
pile, advocating for being ready for 
things we hope don’t happen, are the 
manufacturers who are willing to man-
ufacture this and RICHARD BURR and 
others—that very small group of people 
who say: We have got to be ready. 

Now we are talking about, with RICH-
ARD’s leadership again, being ready in 
other ways, where we are ready to 
manufacture and have a rapid response 
like we did with COVID, where we now, 
maybe, have the capacity to figure out 
very quickly what we need and produce 
that, but you have to have the kind of 
relationship to have that rapid produc-
tion. 

You know, when something like this 
happens, everybody is willing to do ev-
erything, and, frankly, everybody is 
willing to spend everything, but that is 
likely too late. You have to be willing 
to plan everything and be prepared to 
execute a plan rather than ‘‘Now we 
have a problem; let’s do whatever it 
takes.’’ RICHARD BURR has been there 
in thinking about how we plan, how we 
prepare, what kind of relationships we 
need to have. 

On top of that, the biomedical re-
search and the new interest in syn-
thetic biology—so much of that leaves 
this building and this floor when RICH-
ARD leaves. I think there are so many 
ways he can be and will be available to 
the country and will be a service to the 
country, but showing up every day, in 

every Congress, in every session, and to 
every meeting with the knowledge he 
has brought to those issues is incred-
ibly important. 

We see the possibility of health used 
in a warlike way. We see the interest 
and the need to look into this to see 
what has happened or what could hap-
pen. Let me just say that, from the 
Health, Education, and Labor job that 
I have had, I have been able to see, 
maybe like nobody else has, the 
Health, Education, and Labor commit-
ment and understanding he has. I am 
grateful for that. I am grateful for his 
friendship. 

I look forward to things he and I 
could continue to find to do together, 
but I am grateful for the fact that he 
has been here when he was so needed 
and stepped up in such a significant 
way. 

Our good friend Lamar Alexander on 
that committee, in the height of 
COVID, also very close to both of us, 
was very dedicated to this work. When 
Lamar left, I said one of the things I 
am most grateful for is that I got to 
serve in the Senate that included 
Lamar Alexander. I am also grateful 
that I got to serve in the Senate that 
included RICHARD BURR. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Ohio. 

Mr. PORTMAN. Madam President, I 
am here on the floor to congratulate 
my friend from North Carolina, the Tar 
Heel State. 

We go back a few years. He is from 
Winston-Salem, where my wife is from. 
Our spouses actually waitressed to-
gether back in Winston-Salem during 
high school, and they are still buddies. 
Brooke and RICHARD are dear friends. 

More importantly for today, RICHARD 
has been a terrific representative of the 
State of North Carolina—first, in the 
House of Representatives, where I 
served with him when I was a Member 
there from Ohio; and then he snuck 
over to the Senate, a little bit ahead of 
me, and kind of laid the groundwork. 

We have had the opportunity to work 
on so much together, RICHARD. 

I think of every major bipartisan 
achievement in this place, and you will 
see RICHARD’s fingerprints on it. 

So to his staff who are here, I know 
those are your fingerprints as much as 
his; so congratulations. 

They haven’t always been easy 
issues. Sometimes they have put RICH-
ARD in a difficult political position, but 
he did what he thought was right for 
his beloved State of North Carolina and 
for the country. 

Today, I have heard a lot about 
healthcare. I like healthcare. That is 
great to talk about it, but I want to 
talk about something else. But first, on 
healthcare, I must say, on Operation 
Warp Speed, it was remarkably suc-
cessful. I think everyone has to ac-
knowledge that now. No one in this 
Chamber was more responsible for lay-
ing the groundwork for that than RICH-
ARD BURR. I am not sure people under-
stand that. But on all the discussion 

about RICHARD’s innovation and your 
work on healthcare, I think that is one 
that perhaps needs to be emphasized. 

You have also done a good job in 
other areas, as we talked about today, 
and the Intelligence Committee, in 
particular. I will tell you that RICHARD 
and I have traveled the world a little 
bit together. We will go to some hot 
spot, and I will be dutifully going to 
the meetings, you know, with the po-
litical leadership of the country, and 
RICHARD will disappear, and he will 
show up a few days—no, a few hours— 
later. We will have a good conversation 
about things he is not allowed to tell 
me about. So he doesn’t tell me every-
thing. But the bottom line is, he is in 
touch with intelligence people not just 
here in Washington but around the 
world and expressing our support for 
them and our encouragement for them 
for the difficult jobs that they do on 
behalf of our country and, really, you 
know, keeping the world a less dan-
gerous and less volatile place. 

RICHARD, I have seen you in action on 
that, but I want to talk about some-
thing else, which is his love of the out-
doors and his work on conservation. 

We are cochairs of what is called the 
International Conservation Caucus. 
This is a group of Members, two Demo-
crats and two Republicans—Senator 
WHITEHOUSE and Senator COONS for the 
Democrats, Senator BURR and I for the 
Republicans—who talk about inter-
national conservation issues around 
the world. These are issues that are di-
rectly related to economic develop-
ment, directly related to security, to 
terrorism. 

When you think about it, the wildlife 
trafficking that goes on in places like 
Africa, where people are trafficking in 
ivory or rhino horns and so on, so much 
of that is related to providing funding 
for terrorist groups over there and 
causing a lot of insecurity in those 
areas. 

It is the same thing in terms of eco-
nomic development. Many of these nat-
ural areas, once destroyed, don’t pro-
vide the ability for clean water, for 
food, for ecotourism, which brings in 
money for these countries. So it is all 
related. 

But, ultimately, I think RICHARD got 
involved because of his love of nature 
and the outdoors. And the biodiversity 
that he has helped to maintain around 
the world, not just here in this coun-
try, has been one of the beneficiaries. 

There is a piece of this that I think 
also hasn’t gotten enough notice 
today—that is my job to sort of clean 
up here—and that is not just his work 
on what is called the Great American 
Outdoors Act, and there were a number 
of provisions in there. One of mine was 
on the national parks, which RICHARD 
helped me with, restoring our national 
parks. But there is one piece in there 
that I believe would not have been suc-
cessful without RICHARD’s advocacy 
over many years. 

He really wanted to make sure that 
we put our money where our mouth 
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was in terms of the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund, or LWCF. If you 
don’t know what that is, then ask any 
of your county commissioners or Gov-
ernors or others who take advantage of 
it, township trustees, community lead-
ers, and, certainly, conservation 
groups, because this is funding that 
helps with matching funding—typi-
cally, local, State, sometimes other 
Federal funding—to ensure that areas 
are protected, that parks can be built, 
and so on. 

Congress is very good about saying: 
We are all for that. We are going to— 
what we call around here—authorize 
the legislation to do that, but then we 
didn’t provide the money. 

What RICHARD said over the years 
was: Well, if this is such a good idea, 
why don’t we fund it like we are sup-
posed to? 

That was actually falling on deaf 
ears for quite a while, I think it is fair 
to say, but RICHARD was persistent. 

I recall being at the White House 
signing ceremony for that larger legis-
lation, the Great American Outdoors 
Act, knowing that one of the most sig-
nificant elements of that was full fund-
ing of the Land and Water Conserva-
tion Fund. That was because of one 
Senator, and that is RICHARD BURR. 

So, RICHARD, it has been a pleasure to 
serve alongside of you. I wish you and 
Brooke, William, and Tyler the very 
best going forward. 

I suspect if you want to see RICHARD, 
you are going to have to go to his be-
loved North Carolina shore, particu-
larly, the Outer Banks, where you 
might see him fishing for tuna or doing 
something else very productive. 

So Godspeed, my friend. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from North Carolina. 
Mr. TILLIS. Madam President, we 

have heard a lot of great comments. 
First, we heard great words from Sen-
ator BURR. I hope that people yield and 
learn from the lessons. 

We have also learned a lot about his 
body of work over the 28 years that he 
has been in the House and the Senate. 

He mentioned Speaker Boehner ear-
lier, who was probably crying as he lis-
tened to RICHARD’s comments. I have a 
tendency, when I see a friend leaving, 
to get a little sappy too. So to make 
sure that we keep Speaker Boehner on 
the leaderboard for the one who cries 
the most, I want to talk a little bit 
about our relationship. 

We knew each other before I came 
here. I was speaker of the house when 
I first met him. But I learned a lot 
from him over the last 8 years, and I 
have seen him work in a way that is 
unique among many Members. 

I feel like you sum up RICHARD BURR 
by his patience, his practicality, and 
his persistence. 

He is a very patient person. He 
doesn’t think in terms of, we have got 
to get this done this Congress. He looks 
at the reality of the situation, and he 
just continues to build support until he 
gets it done. 

He is practical. He looks at some-
thing, the face of the policy, and he de-
cides whether it makes sense. And he is 
willing to take the political hits to get 
good policy done—policy, to use RICH-
ARD’s words, that has purpose and 
meaning. 

And, man, is he persistent. We have 
had a lot of people talk about the Land 
and Water Conservation Fund. I 
watched him work this, and he worked 
it for quite some time. And when it was 
finally set up to get passed, he was 
making a few people and his own con-
ference a little bit uncomfortable be-
cause of his encyclopedic knowledge of 
procedure. 

I can remember one scene when he 
was walking down this aisle, when we 
were working to get agreement, that it 
reminded of me of a scene in a western 
comedy from many years ago. 

People down there were saying: Don’t 
shoot him; it will just make him mad. 

He knows how to get things done. I 
have learned a lot from him, and I am 
going to miss him. But with all due re-
spect to John Boehner, I am going to 
have your friendship for the rest of my 
life. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Texas. 

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION ACT 
Mr. CORNYN. Madam President, 

interspersed among the farewell 
speeches, which are always enjoyable 
to listen to as people reminisce about 
their time in the Senate and that 
causes all of us to reflect on our role 
and what we have done to help our 
country and help our constituents—and 
no one has done it better than the Sen-
ator from North Carolina—we also 
have a few things to do before we break 
for the holidays. Perhaps the next im-
portant thing that we have to do is to 
pass the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act, which, of course, provides the 
authorities necessary to strengthen 
our Armed Forces, to modernize our 
defense, and to maintain the peace. 

This year’s Defense authorization act 
includes a significant increase in de-
fense funding, which, in light of the 
range of threats confronting our coun-
try and the world, is appropriate, com-
ing in roughly at $45 billion above the 
White House’s most recent budget re-
quest. 

This is a bipartisan increase in the 
authorization, which is the appropriate 
role of Congress to tell the White 
House: We think you have low-balled 
the number, and we think the threats 
deserve even more support in terms of 
the funding. 

These investments are absolutely 
critical to our military and our na-
tional security, but we all know this 
legislation is more than just about 
funding levels. It includes a range of bi-
partisan bills to support those who 
wear the uniform and their families, 
our allies, and our national defense as 
a whole. 

It really includes a lot of different 
bills in this umbrella of the National 
Defense Authorization Act. One exam-

ple of one of those components is the 
Protecting Our Servicemembers 
through Proven Methods Act, which I 
introduced with Senator SINEMA of Ari-
zona and a bipartisan group of col-
leagues. 

The goal of this bill is to focus on 
proven methods that empower military 
leaders to prevent sexual assault and 
harassment in the military from hap-
pening in the ranks. 

The RAND Corporation, the think 
tank, published a 10-step approach to 
strengthen sexual assault prevention in 
the military, and step one is all about 
data. We need a clear picture of the 
problem before we can craft the most 
appropriate and effective solutions. 

Our bipartisan bill specifically an-
swers that recommendation by requir-
ing the Department of Defense to col-
lect data on the causes behind sexual 
assault, harassment, and domestic vio-
lence in the military. 

That data will better inform our de-
cision making within the Department 
and beyond. It will help guide our work 
in the Senate, too, where there is a bi-
partisan commitment to ending sexual 
assault and harassment in the mili-
tary. And I hope it leads to stronger 
prevention efforts across the board. 

Our bill requires the Department of 
Defense to confer with universities and 
public health institutions to best iden-
tify the practices that will combat 
these abuses, whether that is in the 
workplace or on college campuses. Re-
liable data will then inform our preven-
tion efforts and help stop those acts be-
fore they occur. 

We go to great lengths to keep our 
servicemembers safe on the battlefield, 
and these efforts need to extend to 
every part of their service. I am glad 
this legislation was included in this 
year’s National Defense Authorization 
Act, and I appreciate all of our col-
leagues who fought to make that pos-
sible. 

The Defense authorization bill pro-
vides a great opportunity to support 
our friends and allies around the world, 
and this bill takes big steps to further 
support Ukraine against the out-
rageous invasion effected by the Rus-
sian Federation on February 24 of this 
year. 

We know that the United States 
can’t focus on countering Russia or 
supporting Ukraine; we need to do 
both. Over the last 10 months, we sup-
plied Ukraine with critical military as-
sistance, and this year’s Defense Au-
thorization Act will give Ukrainian 
soldiers even more resources to keep up 
the fight. 

And I am glad this bill also includes 
a provision which will impose greater 
costs on Mr. Putin and the Russian 
Federation. Since Russia launched its 
attack on Ukraine, the United States 
and our allies have imposed sanctions 
on Russian businesses and oligarchs 
and cut off Russian banks from the 
global financial system. 
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But, in typical fashion, Russia has 

found a loophole in the current sanc-
tions. It has taken a page out of Ven-
ezuela’s playbook by using the pur-
chase and sale of gold to bring in cash. 
The Russian Federation started buying 
gold to offset the devaluation of the 
ruble and then selling that gold on 
international markets for high-value 
currency. In short, Russia is laun-
dering money through the gold market, 
and we need to put a stop to it. 

That is why I introduced the Stop 
Russian GOLD Act with Senators KING, 
HASSAN, and HAGERTY to end this prac-
tice. This legislation would apply sanc-
tions to anyone who helps Russia fi-
nance their illegal war against Ukraine 
by buying or selling or transporting 
Russian blood gold. That means anyone 
who buys or transports gold from Rus-
sia’s central bank holdings would be 
the target of sanctions themselves, a 
deterrent for anyone considering doing 
this sort of business with Russia. 

So we need to do everything we can 
to cut the financing to Putin’s war ma-
chine, and this is one important way to 
do it, while we continue to support 
Ukraine in their will to repel and de-
feat Russian aggression and invasion of 
their sovereign territory. 

I am glad the NDAA will build on the 
work we have done to strengthen our 
semiconductor supply chain. I know we 
have all learned a lot about the vulner-
ability of our technology, everything 
from our television sets to our com-
puters to the F–35 Joint Strike Fight-
er, or even our cell phones—the threat 
of high-end semiconductors being cut 
off at supply. 

And over the last couple of years, we 
have done big things, made major 
strides to bolster domestic 
chipmaking. As our colleagues know, 
this is a matter of both economic and 
national security. Made-in-America 
semiconductors, microcircuits, mean 
more jobs, investments, and more 
growth here in the United States, and a 
strong domestic supply means we 
aren’t at the mercy of other countries 
for our most critical technology. 

Congress funded the CHIPS Act ear-
lier this summer, and we are already 
seeing a glimpse of the sort of invest-
ments it will bring to the United 
States, most notably in places like Ari-
zona and Ohio but also in New York 
and in Texas and in many other places 
around the country. 

There is more we can and should do 
to safeguard our critical supply chains. 
At this moment, Chinese companies 
with known connections to the Chinese 
Communist Party are actively selling 
semiconductors to companies that do 
business with the U.S. Government. 
That is a huge red flag and a major vul-
nerability. It puts us at risk of cyber 
attacks and threatens the disclosure of 
sensitive information. 

And our reliance on these Chinese 
companies is a risk in and of itself. If 
the Chinese Communist Party wanted 
to starve the United States of our ac-
cess to chips, it could use these compa-

nies to help in that effort. With the 
snap of President Xi’s finger, they 
could cut off the supply of chips to 
companies that supply products to the 
U.S. Government. 

We are well aware of the risks associ-
ated with reliance on other countries 
for semiconductors, which is why this 
has been such a big priority over the 
last couple of years. Now we need to 
ensure that the U.S. Government isn’t 
purchasing chips from companies con-
nected with the Chinese Communist 
Party. 

U.S. military assets shouldn’t be 
threatened by using these chips, which 
could be sabotaged by the Chinese 
Communist Party and the People’s Re-
public of China. Senators SCHUMER and 
WICKER and I have worked together on 
an amendment which will address this 
vulnerability. Our amendment would 
prohibit the U.S. Government from 
doing business with Chinese companies 
with known links to the Chinese Com-
munist Party and the Chinese military. 
It specifically mentions three compa-
nies with known links. 

This ban will be phased in, in a re-
sponsible way, to ensure it doesn’t lead 
to paralyzing supply chain disruptions; 
but once it is fully implemented, it will 
ensure that taxpayer dollars are not 
spent on chips from Chinese military 
contractors. I am glad this amendment 
made its way into the NDAA, and I 
want to thank Senator SCHUMER and 
Senator WICKER for working together 
to make this possible. 

Those are just a few of the pieces of 
legislation contained within the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act, but 
it also includes other important provi-
sions too. It includes bipartisan legisla-
tion I introduced to prohibit former 
members of the intelligence commu-
nity from working for our foreign ad-
versaries, including state sponsors of 
terrorism. 

What we have seen is occasionally 
when people retire, they are hired by 
other foreign governments with the 
knowledge that they take along with 
them which came in the form of pro-
tecting the United States but could 
then be used by our adversaries to en-
danger the United States. 

We also, in the NDAA, amended ex-
isting drug trafficking laws to crack 
down on countries like China that are 
known to export precursor chemicals 
used in deadly drugs like fentanyl, the 
synthetic opioid that took the lives of 
71,000 Americans last year alone. 

This also includes—the National De-
fense Authorization Act—the work 
product of the Environment and Public 
Works Committee, known as WRDA, 
the Water Resources Development Act; 
and, specifically, so far as it applies to 
my State of Texas, this bill authorizes 
the Texas Coastal Spine Project, which 
will safeguard communities and crit-
ical industries along the Texas gulf 
coast against inevitable future hurri-
canes. 

The bill also requires the President 
to document, catalog, and preserve evi-

dence of war crimes committed in 
Ukraine so that justice will eventually 
be served. 

I want to commend Senators INHOFE 
and REED for the bipartisan work that 
they have done on the Defense author-
ization bill. My only regret is it has 
taken us this long to get to it since it 
came out of the Armed Services Com-
mittee last July, but we know that 
they have done their best under the 
circumstances to include bipartisan 
recommendations and legislation that 
will keep our country strong and help 
maintain the peace. 

We know that both Senators REED 
and INHOFE have fought tough 
headwinds getting the bill to the floor, 
and my hope is that tomorrow we will 
have a chance to vote on it, perhaps 
with a handful of amendments. This is 
a strong bill that will support our men 
and women in uniform and their fami-
lies. It will help preserve our readiness 
against threats anywhere in the world 
and help preserve our national secu-
rity. 

I look forward to casting my vote in 
support of that bill, perhaps as early as 
tomorrow. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. 

BALDWIN). The senior Senator from 
Pennsylvania. 

Mr. CASEY. Madam President, I 
would ask consent to speak as in morn-
ing business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

REMEMBERING SANDY HOOK ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL SHOOTING 

Mr. CASEY. Madam President, I rise 
as so many of us are talking about 
today and reflecting upon the massacre 
in Newtown, CT, Sandy Hook Elemen-
tary School, 10 years ago today. 

I rise for two purposes: One is to 
commemorate those who lost their 
lives that day—especially the children, 
20 children, as well as 6 adults—to re-
member each of them today but also to 
commend and salute the work done by 
families and so many others across this 
country to make some measure of 
progress, limited though it has been, to 
reduce the likelihood of more gun vio-
lence across the country. 

I wanted to start, though, Madam 
President, by reading the names and 
the ages of those who perished on that 
day at Sandy Hook Elementary School. 
For each individual, I will read their 
name and then the age they were on 
that day. 

First, Charlotte Bacon, 6 years old; 
Olivia Engel, 6; Dylan Hockley, 6 years 
old; Madeleine Hsu, 6; Catherine Hub-
bard, 6; Jesse Lewis, 6; Ana Marquez- 
Greene, 6; James Mattioli, 6; Emilie 
Parker, 6; Jack Pinto, 6 years old; 
Noah Pozner, 6; Caroline Previdi, 6; 
Jessica Rekos, 6; Avielle Richman, 6 
years old; Benjamin Wheeler, 6; Allison 
Wyatt, 6; Daniel Barden, 7 years old; 
Josephine Gay, 7; Chase Kowalski, 7; 
Grace McDonnell, 7, just age 7. 

They are the children, and here are 
the adults who were killed on that day: 
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Victoria Soto, 27 years old; Rachel 
D’Avino, 29; Lauren Rousseau, 30; Dawn 
Lafferty Hochsprung, 47 years old; 
Anne Marie Murphy, 52; and Mary 
Sherlach, 56 years old. 

When we remember those children 
and adults who were killed on that day, 
unfortunately for the Nation, it didn’t 
stop there. And just as I have read 
those names, we could continue read-
ing names from other cities and other 
years under different circumstances 
but all leading to the same place: death 
and darkness because of the scourge of 
gun violence all across America. 

The children of Newtown, CT, came 
before the most recent massacre of 
children in a school in Uvalde, TX. 
There were many front-page newspaper 
stories in 2012 on this day—or I guess 
tomorrow; it would be tomorrow’s 
newspapers—across the country. We 
had little, small pictures of each child 
and each adult. 

I saved one from the Wall Street 
Journal. It was on my desk for a long 
time, and then I ultimately had it mat-
ted. But I still have one just from May 
of this year that is still in its news-
paper form from Uvalde, TX—the same 
newspaper, the Wall Street Journal. 
But you could pick any paper in the 
country in 2012 or this past year. That 
tells us all we need to know. 

So, as we remember and reflect upon 
that loss, I believe today it is also im-
portant to remember and commend 
what the parents did, what the families 
did, what their friends and relatives 
and supporters did, what volunteers 
did, all these years, who didn’t know 
these families. 

But let me start with the parents. 
These parents, of course, were con-
sumed by grief, as anyone would be. 
But somehow—somehow—although 
they were consumed by their grief, 
somehow, by way of their own courage 
and the grace of God, they figured out 
a way to come together in common 
purpose, remembering and trying in 
their own way to pay tribute to their 
children, to form organizations which 
have been highly successful in making 
the case as to why we have to take ac-
tion here on the Senate floor and not 
far away on the House floor, to take 
action on gun violence. 

For example, groups like Sandy Hook 
Promise and Newtown Action Alliance 
and so many others and related groups 
that have sprung up got involved in the 
debate and made the case to legislators 
personally. Parents burdened by their 
own grief made the case to legislators. 
The progress has been all too slow, but 
because of the courage of the parents of 
those Sandy Hook children and because 
of so many other families and parents 
who have loved and lost, we made some 
progress just this past year. 

But, unfortunately, in the last 10 
years, it took thousands more mass 
shootings and hundreds of thousands of 
gun deaths for Congress to finally act. 
Let me say that again—hundreds of 
thousands of gun violence deaths for 
Congress to finally act. 

This past summer, we even had Re-
publican Senators join us—not enough 
but enough to pass a bill in the Sen-
ate—to pass a bill that had common-
sense gun safety measures in the bill. 
This bill that passed this summer not 
only will save lives, but there is some 
evidence it is already doing that, by 
some of the data and analysis done by 
law enforcement. 

But this bill, if anyone is being hon-
est about it—this bill, this effort, this 
ongoing effort to reduce gun violence 
deaths, has to be just the very begin-
ning of our work. People are still being 
killed and injured by gun violence 
every day in cities and communities all 
across the Commonwealth of Pennsyl-
vania and across the Nation. We owe it 
to the families of those 20 children and 
those 6 adults who died in Newtown, 
CT, at Sandy Hook Elementary School, 
and so many other places that we can 
name and catalog here today. Because 
of the length of that list, we don’t have 
time to go through all of them today. 

We have work to do to make sure 
that we not only pay tribute to those 
families who have loved and lost and 
done so much to help other families, 
but we owe so much to them in the 
form of passing legislation. 

We have to continue to make sure 
that those who lost their lives on that 
awful day—a day that most Americans 
will never forget—we have to make 
sure that all the efforts that their par-
ents undertook and that their family 
members undertook will not be in vain. 

We have more work to do to pass 
commonsense gun safety measures. My 
God, a background check supported by 
90 percent of the American people has 
not yet been passed into law, but it 
will be. We are going to get there here 
in the Senate and across the country. 

So we have more work to do, but on 
this day, as we commemorate and re-
flect on those young souls we lost, we 
also have to be positive about what 
their families have done since that day, 
showing uncommon courage and dedi-
cation to not just the memory of their 
children but to the betterment of the 
country as a whole. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. SHELBY. Madam President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The senior Senator from Alabama. 
FAREWELL TO THE SENATE 

Mr. SHELBY. Madam President, 
today I come to the Senate floor for 
what will probably be one of my last 
times—perhaps not my last time but 
close. I want to start off by thanking 
the people of Alabama, my home State. 
They have put their trust in me for 
more than 50 years. It is more than I 
could ever wish for, and this has been 
truly been an experience of a lifetime— 
something I could have never dreamed. 

I came to the House 44 years ago and 
served 8 years as a Democrat coming 
from the State of Alabama. I had a 
good run in the U.S. House, and I ap-
preciate that. I am grateful for that. 
However, I always wanted to come over 
here to the U.S. Senate. 

In 1986, I ran for the Senate against 
the incumbent, Jeremiah Denton—a 
prominent war hero, a great man—and 
I won that race by 6,854 votes. It was 
razor, razor thin, as you can imagine. 

In 1994, after years of being told to 
join the Republican Party and that I 
should be there, from President Reagan 
and all the way down, I decided to 
switch parties. I joined the Republican 
Party. Some people would say that I 
was in the vanguard of the realignment 
of the Republican Party in the South. 
That is for history to decide. 

During my time in the Senate, I have 
been given the great opportunity of 
chairing four committees—four com-
mittees—something I couldn’t have be-
lieved. In these positions of leadership, 
I have tried to influence legislation 
that will have a lasting impact, cre-
ating conditions to improve our coun-
try. 

On the Select Committee on Intel-
ligence, I served there for 8 years and 
was chairman of the full committee. 

On the Banking Committee, where I 
am grateful to still serve after 36 years, 
I was chairman for three Congresses 
and was ranking member for three Con-
gresses. On that committee, I worked 
with various Senators. 

I had the opportunity, as some of you 
have had, to chair the Rules Com-
mittee, which is important to the run-
ning of the Senate. We worked together 
and instituted some very serious legis-
lation. 

But, finally, after many years of 
work, I chaired the Appropriations 
Committee. Working across the aisle in 
a bipartisan way, we passed and en-
acted the most on-time spending bills 
in 2018 for the first time in 22 years. We 
did that, I believe, by working to-
gether. 

As I look back on the Senate, I think 
of some of the people who were here 
who are not with us anymore, but they 
have had a lasting impact on this 
body—the Senate. 

I think of Senator Bob Dole—Presi-
dential candidate, Vice Presidential 
candidate, majority leader, minority 
leader, friend, mentor—I thought had a 
lasting impact. 

I think of Senator Byrd—Democrat 
of West Virginia, former majority lead-
er, later chairman of the Appropria-
tions Committee. He had strong views 
and was a man of the Senate. 

We also had Senator Mark Hatfield— 
a Republican, former Governor of Or-
egon, distinguished chairman of the 
Appropriations Committee—whom I 
had the opportunity and privilege to 
serve with here in the Senate. 

We had Senator Ted Stevens—Repub-
lican of Alaska, well known, strong 
views, Appropriations chairman, and a 
good role model for me on the com-
mittee. He spent 40 years in the Sen-
ate. 
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We had Senator Daniel Inouye of Ha-

waii—a Democrat, a war hero. He was a 
great Senator and chairman of the Ap-
propriations Committee and powerful 
chairman of the Defense Subcommittee 
of Appropriations for years. 

We had here in the Senate—who we 
called the lion of the Senate—Senator 
Ted Kennedy, a Democrat. He was in-
volved in a lot of stuff. A lot of it I 
voted against; some of it I didn’t. But 
he would reach out. One thing about 
Senator Kennedy—if he told you some-
thing, he kept his word. That is so im-
portant, not just in the Senate, but ev-
erywhere. 

I remember my good friend Bob 
Kerrey—a war hero, Congressional 
Medal of Honor winner, former Gov-
ernor of Nebraska, Senator. We served 
together on the Intel Committee and 
the Appropriations Committee. 

On the Banking Committee was Paul 
Sarbanes of Maryland—a stalwart here, 
a Democrat. We had our differences, 
philosophically. I was ranking and then 
chairman of the Banking Committee, 
and he was ranking, and he was chair-
man. But we made things work because 
we worked together toward that end. 

Senator Harry Reid was here—former 
majority leader, right here, an old 
friend of mine from our House days, a 
personal friend. People knew that. Peo-
ple knew. They would see us talking 
and say: Why are you all speaking 
today? 

And I would say: Well, we are talking 
about everything. It may be personal; 
it may not be. We may be trying to get 
something done. 

We had Senator Cochran from Mis-
sissippi—a nice man, a real gentleman, 
chairman of the Appropriations Com-
mittee, who served here 40 years. 

And my friend from Maryland, Bar-
bara Mikulski, a Democrat—what a 
fighter—chairman of the Appropria-
tions Committee. We worked together, 
when I was ranking on the Appropria-
tions Committee, to get things done, 
and we did. 

I would like to touch on some of my 
colleagues whom I served with from my 
State of Alabama. First I want to men-
tion that today is the 203rd birthday of 
my State of Alabama. Today, they be-
came a State 203 years ago. I was not 
there then. 

As for some of my colleagues from 
Alabama—Senator Howell Heflin, who 
some of you will remember, was bigger 
than life and larger than life. He served 
18 years here in the Senate. 

Jeff Sessions—a lot of you remember 
Jeff—he served 20 years in the Senate. 

Luther Strange, who is here on the 
floor now—his tenure was short, but we 
remember him well. He is a dear friend. 

Doug Jones served here for 3 years in 
the Senate. He was a Democrat from 
Alabama, and we had a good relation-
ship. We did a lot of things together in 
a bipartisan way. 

My current colleague, TOMMY 
TUBERVILLE—he is doing well. He is 
ending his second year in the Senate. 
He was a great coach—too great a 

coach when he played Alabama. He 
beat the dickens out of us a few times. 
So I said: Let’s keep him in the Senate. 

I want to mention my friend PAT 
LEAHY—chairman of the Appropria-
tions Committee, President pro tem-
pore of the Senate, long-term serving 
member of the Appropriations Com-
mittee. When I was chairman, he was 
ranking. We worked together on the 
committee, and we got things done. 

I told him that I would rather be 
chairman, but if a Democrat is going to 
be chairman, it had to be him because 
he was the only one in the room when 
I said that. 

PAT and I have worked together to 
get some things done. We have got 
work to do before this year is out, and 
we, hopefully, are on the right track. 

MITCH MCCONNELL is sitting right 
here—friend, accomplished leader, the 
longest serving Senate Republican 
Leader, majority leader, minority lead-
er now, a long-term friend with deep 
roots in Alabama, but from Kentucky. 

MITCH, I have said to other people 
that I have seen a lot of people work, 
but you know how to work the Senate 
and you know how to make it work. I 
consider you a friend, and I have en-
joyed my time with you. 

During my time in the Senate, I have 
had the great privilege to serve with 
eight Presidents of the United States: 
Jimmy Carter; Ronald Reagan; George 
H. W. Bush; Bill Clinton; George W. 
Bush; Barack Obama, who was a former 
colleague of ours; Donald Trump; and 
Joe Biden now, former colleague and 
Senator. That is a great honor. 

I want to speak just a few minutes 
here to what I think is important here 
in the Senate. We are in the Senate, 
but we are the Senate. I want to speak 
about why bipartisanship is important. 
It is important because it is good for 
the country. It is important because it 
brings people together. It is important 
because we all have our differences in 
philosophy, but the country, I believe, 
should be first, the Nation should be 
first. It is important, I also believe, be-
cause of the oath we take—all of us— 
when we are sworn into the Senate. 

And I want to share this with you. 
You have done it, you have taken it— 
all of us do—you take that oath and 
you swear: 

I do solemnly swear that I will support and 
defend the Constitution of the United States 
against all enemies, foreign and domestic— 

That is a lot— 
That I will bear true faith and allegiance to 
the same; that I take this obligation freely, 
without any mental reservation or purpose 
of evasion; and that I will well and faithfully 
discharge the duties of the office on which I 
am about to enter. So help me God. 

That covers a lot of ground. Every-
body here knows that. As I look back 
on my years here this afternoon, a lot 
of it was at a time when we did things 
together here. We ate together. We so-
cialized together. We worked together. 
But today I think we have become too 
polarized, and there are a lot of reasons 
for that. We understand. 

But I can say that we need to get 
back to the basics and put the country 
first. We must not put ourselves or our 
party first. We must put America first. 
We have to. And many of us—a lot of 
you—have tried to do this at times. We 
all have, in our own way. Senator 
LEAHY and I have worked toward that 
end. 

I have always believed—and this goes 
back—that we should strive for Plato’s 
instruction to all of us—to strive to 
work for the ideal. I know that he 
means the utopia. That is probably 
never going to happen, but that is the 
goal. 

In the Senate, having taken that 
oath of office, I have always thought 
that the security of the Nation is the 
No. 1 obligation of the Senate and the 
House, the Congress, and the President 
of the United States. My parents 
taught me this, and I believe this, and 
it is referenced in the oath of office 
that I just shared with you. 

It is important to have, I believe, pri-
orities. I have done my best to focus on 
things that will have a big impact on 
America and also my home State of 
Alabama. I always look at it that— 
being in the U.S. Senate, I am a Sen-
ator from Alabama, but I am also a 
United States Senator—for America. 
We all are. 

Some of my priorities have been na-
tional security. As you well know, I 
have chaired the Intel Committee. I 
have worked and I was on the Armed 
Services Committee with Senators 
Nunn and Warner. 

Education is a high priority for all of 
us, on both sides of the aisle. It has to 
be. Creating manufacturing and work-
force development—that is education 
and training. You have to have it. 

Infrastructure is so important. It 
covers everything from communica-
tions to roads. 

Outstanding Federal judges that we 
vote on here are very important. 

Also, as my days are ticking away, I 
want to mention my successor that is 
coming, Senator-elect Katie Britt. She 
is here today. She will be coming into 
office. I think she will serve the Nation 
and all of us well. She has a lot of 
promise. 

Lastly, toward the end, I also want to 
thank my family for their enduring 
support. I want to thank my wife An-
nette, who is here, my wife of 62 years. 
My service here would not have been 
possible without her. I am also im-
mensely grateful for her dedication to 
my career, and her ambition and abil-
ity to break her own glass ceiling in 
academia along the way. 

I want to thank my two sons, Rich-
ard and Claude. I want to thank them 
for their support and perseverance 
while growing up in political times and 
in a political family. It was tough on 
them. 

I also want to thank my two grand-
children. One of them, Anna Shelby, is 
here, and my grandson William—he 
better be in the library studying. 

I want to thank my parents for ev-
erything—I mean, everything. 
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I also want to say thank you to my 

staff over the years. Many of them are 
here today, and there have been many 
of them. They are outstanding people. I 
couldn’t have done anything without 
them. 

I don’t know where I would start 
calling the staff roll, but I do want to 
thank Anne Caldwell. A lot of you 
know Anne. She has been with me 44 
years. Wow. I thank her for her loy-
alty, her perseverance, and for getting 
me to meetings on time. 

Anne, thank you, very much. Thank 
you. 

Also, lastly, I have had a lot of chiefs 
of staff. I have had good ones—many 
good ones. But I have a young man 
working for me now, and he took a 
leave of absence from a big job with a 
big pay to work the last 2 years up 
here, Watson Donald. Thank you, Wat-
son. 

I want to thank my friends back 
home in Alabama for their support 
over the years, as well as my friends 
here in the Senate. 

And, importantly, I want to thank 
the people of Alabama for electing me 
12 times to public office. It has been 
the honor of my lifetime. 

I yield the floor. 
(Applause.) 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The sen-

ior Senator from Vermont. 
TRIBUTE TO RICHARD C. SHELBY 

Mr. LEAHY. Madam President, I am 
going to take the prerogative as Presi-
dent Pro Tempore to speak because I 
know the distinguished Republican 
leader has already spoken, and I, of 
course, would have yielded to him had 
he not. 

It is always hard to say goodbye to 
friends, especially one as good as Sen-
ator SHELBY, and one with whom I will 
walk out of here arm in arm. 

But I would say that we have to 
think about the time when this body 
and Nation are as divided as ever, Sen-
ator RICHARD SHELBY’s tenure exempli-
fies a commitment to cooperation and 
fairness. 

I have seen that not only in his pub-
lic life, and what we see on the floor, 
but I see it in meetings we have in his 
office or my office, quiet meetings be-
tween the two of us, knowing we will 
always keep our word. 

And so I would say at the conclusion 
of the 117th Congress, the Senate will 
lose a skilled leader and a true Senator 
of his word. That has been the way 
with our decades of service together. 

Senator SHELBY’s legacy, one marked 
by his intellect, his integrity, will un-
doubtedly persist in this body and 
throughout the country. 

My great mentor when I came here as 
the junior-most Member of the Senate 
was Robert Stafford of Vermont. Sen-
ator Stafford was Mr. Republican from 
Vermont, and he took me under his 
wing, and he said to me: Patrick, al-
ways keep your word, but you find you 
will be the best Senator if you learn to 
work across the aisle. You can work 
with people of integrity, both Repub-

licans and Democrats, and you will 
find, among both parties, you will de-
velop close friendships. 

But more than a fellow Senator, I am 
proud to consider Senator SHELBY one 
of those great friends. 

The reference we have seen before to 
distinguished Republicans and Demo-
crats—of course, we are all called dis-
tinguished Senators, but we consider in 
my family, in my house, some more 
distinguished than others but for dif-
ferent reasons. And a devotion to pub-
lic service is ingrained in Senator 
SHELBY’s character. 

After he obtained his juris doctorate, 
Senator SHELBY served as the Bir-
mingham city prosecutor—I always 
like Senators who have been prosecu-
tors—and an Alabama State senator. 

I never got elected—or the oppor-
tunity to be elected as State senator. 

But he began in 1978 his congres-
sional career by serving Alabama’s 
Seventh District in the House of Rep-
resentatives, and for the last 36 years, 
Senator SHELBY tirelessly served Ala-
bamians in the Senate—a person when 
they think of whom they look to, they 
look to him. 

And he has been fortunate to serve 
with some very good Senators from his 
State that have been friends of mine, a 
couple on the floor today. 

He built an impressive resume. He 
served on the Senate Appropriations 
Committee and the Intelligence Com-
mittee and the Banking Committee 
and the Rules Committee. And on the 
Appropriations Committee, Senator 
SHELBY fought to allocate Federal dol-
lars to key institutions and infrastruc-
ture across Alabama, but he did it 
openly and honestly. He should take 
great pride in his reputation as a lead-
er who has truly improved the lives of 
his constituents—something Senators 
should do. 

And as two of the most senior Mem-
bers of the Senate, I worked alongside 
Senator SHELBY for decades. We spent 
countless hours working to pass the 
annual appropriations bills. 

Together, we negotiated the end of 
the longest government shutdown in 
U.S. history. 

And I remember, Senator SHELBY, 
you and I sitting there and deciding: 
OK. We have an agreement ending the 
longest shutdown, and we told our 
leaders—a Republican leader and a 
Democratic leader—that we had 
worked out an agreement and here are 
the details. And they said, if you two 
have worked it out, that is good 
enough. And within hours, the longest 
shutdown ended—Senator SHELBY com-
ing on the floor announcing and me 
having the honor of joining him. 

We also share memories from trav-
eling the world together on a variety of 
key diplomatic missions. 

Now, during that time, we had long 
discussions, candid discussions, open 
discussions. Thank God, discussions did 
not have a record, as we discussed what 
could be done better and should be 
done better in the Senate. 

We formed a great friendship. Our 
wives—his wife, Dr. Annette Shelby, 
my wife, Marcelle—also had that 
friendship. And Dr. Shelby was able to 
quietly give history lessons on every 
single place we went to and would 
have—you remember this, Senator 
SHELBY. The Senators and spouses were 
with us of both parties and would just 
sit there and quietly listen to Dr. 
Shelby—Professor Shelby. 

This came in very handy once in a 
visit to Cuba, where the leader in Cuba, 
President Raul Castro, was looking at 
us with suspicion, concern. Dr. Shelby 
talked about the Cuban students she 
taught at Georgetown, and, you re-
member, the whole atmosphere 
changed, and we all got along well 
after that. 

I could say so much more, and I will 
later, but I wish both you, my dear 
friend, and Annette the best in the 
next role of life. I will miss you. This 
will not be the same place without you, 
and it makes my leaving here that 
much easier. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The jun-

ior Senator from Alabama. 
Mr. TUBERVILLE. Madam Presi-

dent, as we near the end of the 117th 
Congress, we are also preparing to say 
farewell to some of the body’s most 
dedicated public servants. 

Among those is Alabama’s own RICH-
ARD CRAIG SHELBY. 

I have known Senator SHELBY for 
many years, but I have most enjoyed 
getting to know him as a colleague and 
a friend in Congress. 

You know, his help and guidance 
have been invaluable to me since I 
came to the Senate 2 years ago. It was 
quite the transition from college foot-
ball to politics, but I jumped into the 
ring because I care deeply about the fu-
ture of our Nation, and I realized very 
quickly so does RICHARD SHELBY. 

My transition to public office was 
supported by some great advisers who 
shared my belief in America. Chief 
among those allies is Senator SHELBY. 

Even though he is a lifelong Alabama 
fan and pulled against me for 10 years, 
we still became friends. 

Congress is like a football team. It 
has a lot of great players in different 
positions, but to come together, form a 
game plan, and get some wins for our 
country, those players need good 
coaches. 

Senator SHELBY has been one of the 
best. 

Born in Birmingham, Senator 
SHELBY graduated from the University 
of Alabama and the Birmingham 
School of Law, becoming a city pros-
ecutor in Tuscaloosa. For all my Au-
burn folks back home, at least we can 
all agree that Senator SHELBY is one of 
the finer things to come out of Tusca-
loosa. 

Senator SHELBY has represented Ala-
bamians in Congress since 1979 and has 
served in the Senate since 1987—always 
keeping an eye on the future and the 
other eye on the people he has been 
serving. 
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To say Senator SHELBY committed 

his career to the betterment of his 
State and the Nation would be a huge 
understatement. 

His retirement is well-earned, and his 
work should be celebrated. 

So, today, I want to honor the count-
less hours—countless hours—he has 
spent fighting for Alabama and the 
many achievements he has championed 
for the betterment of all Americans. 

Senator SHELBY’s work has hit al-
most every corner of Alabama. 

No. 1, his focus on national defense, 
manufacturing, infrastructure, and 
education will be the hallmarks of his 
legacy. 

First, Senator SHELBY’s commitment 
to our State’s defense industry is sec-
ond—and I mean second—to none. 

His support for America’s military 
and his belief in the abilities of Ala-
bamians cemented our State’s role as a 
leader in America’s national defense 
infrastructure. In nearly every position 
he has held in the Senate, he has used 
the tools available to bolster our 
armed services and utilize resources 
Alabama offers. 

More recently, as chairman of the 
Senate Appropriations Committee and 
Subcommittee on Defense, Senator 
SHELBY delivered billions in crucial de-
fense funding. His efforts helped sig-
nificantly expand the capabilities of 
Redstone Arsenal in Huntsville, AL. 
Redstone Arsenal has grown from a 
U.S. Army base to a collection of cru-
cial facilities for our national defense 
and the Federal Government. 

The resources and responsibilities se-
cured by Senator SHELBY for the Red-
stone Arsenal increased its capabili-
ties, missions, and tenants. Behind the 
fence at Redstone Arsenal today, we 
have the Army Materiel Command, the 
Army Aviation and Missile Command, 
the Missile Defense Agency, NASA’s 
Marshall Space Flight Center, the Mis-
sile and Space Intelligence Center, and 
the expanding presence of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation. Under Senator 
SHELBY’s leadership, the FBI’s presence 
in Alabama will be its second largest, 
only behind Washington, DC. 

Along with myself and the entire 
Alabama delegation, Senator SHELBY 
has also been instrumental in the work 
to permanently relocate U.S. Space 
Command to Redstone Arsenal—a 
move we hope to applaud after an offi-
cial announcement by the Air Force in 
the very near future. 

Second, thanks to Senator SHELBY’s 
commitment to bringing jobs and in-
dustry to Alabama, our State has also 
grown into one of the country’s leading 
manufacturing hubs. 

After a visit to Germany by Senator 
SHELBY in the 1990s, he played a key 
role in bringing Mercedes-Benz and 
their suppliers to Alabama. Fast-for-
ward a couple of decades, and today 
there are more than 40 German sup-
pliers in West Alabama alone. The im-
pact of the automobile industry’s Ala-
bama migration has been huge for the 
workforce and the economy thanks to 
Senator SHELBY. 

He was also crucial in recruiting sup-
pliers for Airbus and its South Ala-
bama manufacturing plant in Mobile, 
which added hundreds of millions of 
dollars to our economy and created 
thousands of very, very quality jobs. 

His work to establish manufacturing 
centers at universities helped make 
Alabama home for many aerospace and 
defense companies, resulting in thou-
sands more jobs and countless opportu-
nities for growth. 

Third, that growth would not be pos-
sible without solid infrastructure, 
which Senator SHELBY has helped build 
for decades. 

Alabama’s vast and unique geog-
raphy presented certain challenges for 
infrastructure but also many opportu-
nities. Senator SHELBY’s ability to 
both foresee challenges and imagine 
opportunities has made him an invalu-
able tool throughout our State’s 
growth. 

A lot of that growth has stemmed 
from our State’s coastline and the Port 
of Mobile, one of the largest in the 
country. Now, the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers is working on a project to 
deepen the Mobile Ship Channel, allow-
ing bigger ships to navigate Mobile 
Bay. With Senator SHELBY’s guidance 
and support, the Port Authority and 
terminals have steadily expanded the 
Mobile terminal, making it one of the 
fastest growing in the Nation. 

As a key player in Senate appropria-
tions, Senator SHELBY has secured 
many dollars for Alabama’s infrastruc-
ture, upgrading highways, airports, and 
bridges. 

Fourth, all of this growth in defense, 
manufacturing, infrastructure, and 
more would mean nothing without the 
talented men and women who serve in 
our military, lead our companies, and 
pioneer the new industries driving eco-
nomic development. That talent and 
those ideas are cultivated through edu-
cation, and Senator SHELBY believes in 
the value of quality education—even at 
Auburn University. He is the product 
of an Alabama public school and a 
State university. His personal experi-
ences instilled in him a deep respect 
for the role of public education and a 
desire to make it the best it can be. 

To make sure our State was on par or 
leading other prestigious educational 
institutions, Senator SHELBY fought to 
support and invest in Alabama schools. 
He delivered hundreds of millions of 
dollars to Alabama’s universities to 
build math, science, and engineering 
complexes. These top-tier facilities 
have helped to bring students and ex-
perts from around the world to Ala-
bama. 

Today, Airbus works closely with the 
University of Alabama’s engineering 
program—a relationship that is the 
perfect example of connection between 
premier education, talent, and eco-
nomic opportunities. Senator SHELBY 
understands that relationship and its 
benefits, as does his wife, Dr. Annette 
Shelby, a decorated professor and life-
long education advocate. That under-

standing has driven his priorities 
throughout his career and helped Ala-
bamians along the way. 

There are a lot of big personalities, 
big decisions, and big egos here in 
Washington, DC, but it takes commit-
ment, humility, and patriotism to 
make a difference in the lives of oth-
ers. Senator SHELBY is a giant in the 
Senate because he never forgets about 
the things that matter the most, the 
little things, the things that are most 
important to everyday Americans back 
home. They have supported him for 
decades because he has always had 
their backs. 

As we bid farewell to Senator 
SHELBY, I encourage all my colleagues 
to honor his legacy by following his ex-
ample. Put your family, your country, 
and your principles first, and the rest 
will fall into place. 

We all know public service is not just 
a burden of time and effort for the 
servant; it is also for their families. 

So to Dr. Shelby, thank you for your 
steadfast service to our State alongside 
your husband. 

Senator SHELBY, thank you for your 
mentorship over the past 2 years. I will 
use these lessons learned by serving 
with you for the rest of my time in the 
Senate and beyond. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The sen-

ior Senator from Missouri. 
Mr. BLUNT. Madam President, a mo-

ment ago when I saw Senator SHELBY 
and Senator LEAHY shake hands warm-
ly in the middle of the aisle, I thought 
of it as a century of service in the Con-
gress. It is a century of learning les-
sons that fortunately they have both 
been able to share with us. 

I mentioned in my farewell remarks 
the other day Senator SHELBY and Sen-
ator LEAHY and how, working with 
both of them on the Appropriations 
Committee and the Rules Committee, I 
learned so much from them. But I was 
reminded today—I have heard a num-
ber of these speeches in the time I have 
been in the Senate, and I don’t think 
anybody ever has reminded us quite so 
well of the oath we take—the oath we 
take to the Constitution, the oath we 
take to do this job as well as we can, 
and the promise we make, frankly, to 
find a solution. 

It is a lot easier in Washington these 
days and in the Senate it is a lot easier 
to find a fight than it is to find a solu-
tion. We have kind of fallen into a 
place where so many people now run 
for office talking about what they will 
never do. Frankly, when you start 
talking about what you will never do, 
that usually takes us out of the con-
versation of what can be done, and if 
anybody here has been a determined 
participant in finding what could be 
done, it is Senator SHELBY. 

That certainly does not mean that he 
gives in easily. Many times I have been 
asked by other Members or the press: 
What do you think Senator SHELBY is 
thinking about this final deal? I would 
say: I don’t know what he is thinking, 
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but I know he is thinking, and I know 
we are not going to find out what he is 
thinking until he is ready to tell us 
what he is thinking. But he is trying to 
figure out a way to come to a conclu-
sion that can actually solve the prob-
lem. And in the appropriating process, 
that problem is usually keeping the 
government in business. 

The other thing I have noticed espe-
cially about Senator SHELBY is how 
often he is willing to share things that 
he hears from his family. His older sis-
ter used to—I would hear from him: 
Well, I got advice from my older sister. 
And I must think—I am wondering, 
Well, how old is your oldest sister? So 
I would usually ask him and be re-
minded of that. 

But I benefit from the advice too. 
Just like his sister was calling him and 
saying whatever it was they were talk-
ing about that day, he was always talk-
ing about his sons and always talking 
about Mrs. Shelby. You know, I have 
such great respect for her. 

He said to me: You know, you are 
married to a strong woman too. 

I said: Yes, I am. 
He said: We better not forget it. 
And he hasn’t forgotten it, nor has he 

forgotten to appreciate her and brag on 
her and understand what an important 
part of his life and his career she has 
been. I hope I have learned something 
from that as well. 

Team Shelby is pretty good. You 
know, RICHARD has surrounded himself 
with people who have stayed in his 
working orbit. They may go from one 
committee to another or maybe they 
stay right where they are, being sure 
they keep him on time. Maybe they 
find out that if you are going to travel, 
you are going to travel in a way that 
absolutely reaches the diplomatic con-
clusion and the helpful conclusion for 
the country and Alabama it was de-
signed to make. So I have always been 
a big respecter of Team Shelby as well. 

I was particularly impressed to 
watch Team Shelby—whether they 
knew it or not, they just produced 
their own Senator. I think Katie Britt 
is going to be a great Member of the 
Senate. One of the reasons is she was 
such an important part of Senator 
SHELBY’s efforts here. He listened to 
her, she listened to him, and when it 
came time to step up, I don’t think any 
Member in the Senate who I am aware 
of has ever made a greater commit-
ment to try to be sure that they were 
replaced by somebody who would do 
the best possible job of following their 
legacy for the State. 

It has been wonderful for me to get 
to be on the Appropriations Committee 
and the Rules Committee and work 
with Senator SHELBY but also all the 
many times we have had just to talk 
about what is going on that day, what 
was going on with his family, what was 
happening with his staff. 

I am glad to be here today and share 
with him how much I benefited from 
the great friendship we have had but 
more importantly the great example 

and to be reminded again of our oath to 
the Constitution and the importance of 
being a problem-solver rather than 
being the person who always wants to 
talk about the problem. RICHARD al-
ways wants to solve the problem, and 
the country is better for that, and so is 
the Senate. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The sen-

ior Senator from North Dakota. 
Mr. HOEVEN. Madam President, I 

just wanted to add my congratulatory 
remarks and thanks to Senator 
SHELBY, the senior Senator from Ala-
bama. For me, he will always be the 
chairman. He has certainly been my 
mentor, and I think the Senator from 
Missouri and others would say the 
same thing. He has been our mentor on 
appropriations—in my case, for 12 
years—and I would have to say, to me, 
it is amazing how well he understands 
the process—of course, he has been at 
it for a while—how well he understands 
the process, how well he works it. 

The people he hires are so good. That 
is something we have to work with as 
chairmen of the subcommittees, is our 
staff administrators as well, and in 
working with Chairman SHELBY, we are 
always going to get just absolutely the 
very, very best people. So it wasn’t just 
his staff director for the full com-
mittee but the staff directors we had 
on the subcommittee. I think the Sen-
ator from Missouri would back me up 
on that. We were able to have such 
good people who really understood the 
process very well also, and that is in-
credibly important in appropriations 
because you have all these things that 
are authorized, and then we have to 
figure out what to fund and how to 
fund, and not only that but how to get 
those bills passed at the committee 
level and ultimately passed across the 
floor. Of course, everybody has a tre-
mendous interest in what is in those 
appropriations bills. So it is not just 
the process he understood so well and 
worked so well but his understanding 
of people. 

He wasn’t the person who always 
talked, and he certainly wasn’t always 
the person, when he talked, who talked 
the longest. But I have always believed 
that sometimes a person who can ex-
press a thought in the most cogent 
way—in other words, express a full, 
complete thought that is appropriate 
at the time and that actually makes 
the point in the fewest number of 
words—actually shows the keenest in-
tellect. Try it sometime. Try saying as 
much as you can in terms of something 
important and making a point in the 
fewest possible words. It truly does 
take a keen mind. 

The chairman not only had a keen 
mind for the policy in what needed to 
be done but in also working with peo-
ple. I think, maybe, that that is some-
thing I appreciate even more. It is 
that, when you worked with Chairman 
SHELBY, he took the time to under-
stand what was important to you. 
Then, to the best of his ability, he 
would try to help you accomplish that. 

Now, if you kind of thought, Well, 
that is pretty good. I think I will go 
back and try to get a few more things, 
sometimes he would have to remind 
you that you have got to prioritize. He 
might remind you with, boy, you are 
kind of pushing for a lot there. In that 
respect, it gave you perspective. That 
is important too. That is important 
too. 

Yet, for the things that really 
mattered and for the things that you 
needed to get done, he really took the 
time to work and make it happen. That 
might not have happened in one cycle. 
That might have been something that 
he would have recognized as being, OK. 
I get it. This is important to you, and 
we, maybe, can’t chop that tree down 
with one swing at the ax, but do you 
know what? We will keep working on 
this. I will work with you on it. I will 
mentor you on it, and we will get that 
done. 

He gave you the confidence that it 
actually would happen because you 
knew he was going to stick there with 
you. I guess, in return, you know, you 
had to try to make sure you were doing 
your part. 

In that respect, that would be the one 
other part I would mention. He also un-
derstood there were times that you 
could accomplish and do what he want-
ed you to do and vote with him and 
that you probably should, but then he 
also recognized there were times when 
you couldn’t, and he accepted that. I 
think that takes an awful lot, too, be-
cause there are a lot of type A person-
alities around here, and it can get a lit-
tle demanding once in a while. 

I think he understood both the lead-
ership and the idea of, OK, let’s get 
something done, but then also some-
times understanding that you had to 
make a decision that might not be ex-
actly what he wanted in that situation 
and accept it. 

I guess the final point I would make 
is—I really like sports. I have always 
enjoyed sports. Now that I am an old 
guy, all I get to do is watch them any-
more, but Senator-Chairman SHELBY 
likes sports too. Anyone who knows 
him pretty well knows that he is some-
what partial to the Tide. He is kind of 
an Alabama fan. Now, that might be 
because he played football for Ala-
bama. I don’t know how many know it, 
but back in the day of Bart Starr, who, 
obviously, was an incredible football 
hero for the Green Bay Packers, I re-
member, as a kid, watching him win 
the first two Super Bowls with the 
Green Bay Packers against the Chiefs 
and the Raiders. So, when I got here 
and found out that Chairman SHELBY 
had been a tight end on the Alabama 
team where Bart Starr was the quar-
terback, I thought, Wow, that is pretty 
cool. As a result of that, I think I al-
ways looked to talk to him about 
sports. I would talk about the North 
Dakota State Bison football team. Not 
surprisingly, he would talk about his 
beloved Alabama football team. 

I have to say, you know, probably 
most people when they watch the Tide 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 08:24 Dec 15, 2022 Jkt 039060 PO 00000 Frm 00024 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G14DE6.036 S14DEPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

12
6Q

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S7177 December 14, 2022 
play—and that seems to be pretty fre-
quently—you know, for a national 
championship or in important games, 
they think of Bear Bryant, Coach Bry-
ant—the coach—and how he kind of got 
the whole Alabama football dynasty 
going. That is another thing that is in-
teresting; that Chairman SHELBY knew 
Bear Bryant and worked with some of 
Bear Bryant’s other really great play-
ers, like Joe Namath and a few others. 

So I loved hearing those stories. I 
have to tell you that, not only now but 
for as long as I am around, I will al-
ways take an abiding interest in 
watching the Alabama football team 
play. 

Most people probably think, you 
know, when they think about icons and 
are watching the Alabama football 
game and go, ‘‘Oh, yes, that Bear Bry-
ant, didn’t he start something amaz-
ing? Isn’t that an amazing dynasty?’’— 
oh, I have got to do one quick story, 
and that is we like to kid the chair-
man. 

One year, Alabama had a particularly 
good football team, and a story we 
were kind of teasing him about was, 
Hey, did you see the new football 
rankings that came out for college 
football? 

You know, we would say: Well, who 
was No. 1? 

He would say: Well, Alabama, of 
course. 

They would say: Well, then, who was 
No. 2? 

Well, Alabama’s second string. 
Then we would say: Ah, that is good. 

How about No. 3? 
Well, that is Clemson—or somebody 

else. 
We would say: OK. Well, how about 

No. 4? 
Well, that is Alabama’s third string. 
So we would like to tease and have 

fun. 
But whenever I watch the Alabama 

football games now, it is not only 
about Bear Bryant; I think about 
Chairman SHELBY. I think about all of 
the amazing things that he has done in 
Congress, in the House and in the Sen-
ate, not only for Alabama—and he has 
done quite a few good things for Ala-
bama, but he has done an awful lot of 
good things for this country. I think, 
where the rubber really hits the road 
on so many of these things when legis-
lation gets authorized, whether it is de-
fense or anything else, it has got to be 
funded. 

So, if you really look back at the 
length of this gentleman’s career in the 
House and in the Senate and at what he 
has actually done and at all of the 
things that he has been a part of and 
been involved with, it is monumental. 
It is iconic. It is a big, big deal, and we 
are going to miss him a lot. 

I just want to say thank you to Sen-
ator SHELBY and to his wonderful, 
beautiful, classy wife, Annette, from 
both myself and my wife, Mikey. It has 
been great working with him. I hope we 
will see a lot of him in the future. 

Congratulations on just an incredible 
career in the U.S. Congress and U.S. 
Senate. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
(Mr. KAINE assumed the Chair.) 
(Mr. BOOKER assumed the Chair.) 
Mr. KAINE. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

200TH ANNIVERSARY OF UNITED STATES AND 
MEXICO BILATERAL RELATIONS 

Mr. KAINE. Mr. President, I do rise 
for multiple purposes. The first is to 
acknowledge that earlier this week, on 
Monday, December 12, we marked the 
historic bicentennial of diplomatic re-
lations between the United States and 
Mexico. 

Our two countries share a 2,000-mile 
border, an extensive trade, security, 
economic, cultural, and familial ties. 

Our cultural ties are particularly 
deep. Forty million Americans have 
Mexican heritage, many of whom are 
proud residents of Virginia. People of 
Mexican origin represent nearly 60 per-
cent of our Nation’s Hispanic popu-
lation, and 2 million Americans live in 
Mexico. These people-to-people ties are 
invaluable. 

The two countries share an impor-
tant tradition of democracy, and those 
traditions require consistent work and 
maintenance to ensure strong and inde-
pendent institutions, rule of law, and 
democratic freedoms. 

We know that upholding democracy 
in both our nations isn’t always easy, 
but it is a vital endeavor, and it is the 
bedrock of our partnership. As we cele-
brate the bicentennial, it is crucial 
that the Senate and the U.S. Govern-
ment as a whole continue all efforts to 
advance this relationship. 

I want to commend the Biden admin-
istration for working side by side with 
Mexican leaders and taking on the 
many challenges we face together. This 
is exactly what we should be doing 
with such a close neighboring partner, 
and I am committing to continue to 
support these efforts through my role 
on the Foreign Relations Sub-
committee over the Americas, which I 
chair. 

Through the high-level economic dia-
logue, the high-level security dialogue, 
the North American Leaders’ Summit, 
and innumerable local and national en-
gagements, the United States and Mex-
ico have worked more closely in ad-
dressing our shared priorities. 

We have got to ensure that the future 
of the U.S.-Mexico relationship con-
tinues to be grounded in shared pros-
perity and the protection of funda-
mental freedoms that are so important 
to both of our people. 

I will have a more formal and de-
tailed statement on the bicentennial 
that I will have submitted for the 
RECORD. 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—EXECUTIVE 
CALENDAR 

Now, Mr. President, if I may con-
tinue, I want to rise, together with my 
colleague from New Hampshire, Sen-
ator SHAHEEN, to seek consent to ad-
vance the nomination of a friend, Dr. 
Geeta Rao Gupta for Ambassador at 
Large for Global Women’s Issues. And I 
would like to ask if I might yield time 
now to my colleague from New Hamp-
shire, Senator SHAHEEN. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Hampshire. 

Mrs. SHAHEEN. Thank you, Mr. 
President, and thank you to my col-
league from Virginia, Senator KAINE. I 
am really pleased to join you on the 
floor in support of Dr. Gupta to be Am-
bassador at Large for Global Women’s 
Issues at the Department of State. 

Sadly, this isn’t the first time that I 
have come to the floor to raise Dr. 
Gupta’s nomination here with our col-
leagues in the Senate but also with our 
colleagues on the Foreign Relations 
Committee. 

I have to admit that it is dis-
appointing to still be standing here 
trying to convince my colleagues that 
women’s rights matter. They matter 
whether they are in the United States, 
in Afghanistan, in Iran, in China, or in 
Venezuela. 

Partisan obstruction should not pre-
vent a qualified nominee from under-
taking the necessary work of the Am-
bassador at Large for Global Women’s 
Issues. I have to be honest, it feels to 
me like what is at issue here is more 
than just the Office of Global Women’s 
Issues. It feels like the Members of this 
body don’t understand the role of that 
office and think that anytime there is 
something that has ‘‘women’’ in the 
title, that we must be talking about re-
productive rights. Well, that is not 
what the Office of Global Women’s 
Issues does. Reproductive rights are 
not part of that office, and it is dis-
appointing that we are here still debat-
ing whether we are going to put in an 
Ambassador into that office, when 
since the beginning of the Trump ad-
ministration, we have only had about a 
year when we have had an Ambassador 
at the Office of Global Women’s Issues. 

I would say to my colleagues across 
the aisle who are worried about Dr. 
Gupta’s record to meet with her. Sit 
down and talk about what she would 
prioritize as Ambassador for Global 
Women’s Issues. They should request a 
briefing with USAID’s Office of Global 
Health because that is where their 
work is done to address women’s 
healthcare. 

What USAID’s Office of Global 
Health has done is to reduce maternal 
deaths by 30 percent annually. It saves 
the lives of 1.4 million children under 5 
each year, and it decreases—let me re-
peat that—it decreases the number of 
abortions, particularly unsafe abor-
tions, that happen around the world. 
But that is not what the Office of Glob-
al Women’s Issues does. 

I hope they won’t continue to hold up 
Dr. Gupta’s nomination because they 
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don’t understand how women’s health 
is supported by the U.S. Government or 
which offices do the work that they ob-
ject to. 

The Office of Global Women’s Issues 
is charged with advancing the rights 
and liberation of women and girls 
around the world through our U.S. for-
eign policy. It endeavors to empower 
women and eliminate barriers that pre-
vent them from achieving equity and 
equality, particularly economic equity 
and equality. 

Not only does the Office of Global 
Women’s Issues prioritize policies and 
programs to advance the status of 
women around the world, it ensures 
that U.S. policies incorporate a gender 
lens at all levels of policy and decision 
making. 

And now more than ever, we need an 
office that is charged with leading U.S. 
policy on women, because around the 
world, what we have seen as the result 
of the last few years of this pandemic 
is that the gender gap has grown. Girls 
are dropping out and staying out of 
school at a higher rate than boys; the 
female labor-force participation rate 
has declined, with women holding less 
secure jobs and taking on even more 
unpaid child and housing labor than be-
fore the pandemic; and gender-based vi-
olence has increased to such an extent 
that U.N. Women—the U.N. body 
charged with advancing the rights of 
women globally—now warns of what 
they are calling a shadow pandemic of 
violence. 

These are issues of consequence to 
half—more than half—of the world’s 
population. They need a champion in 
our U.S. foreign policy. They need Dr. 
Gupta. 

Gender equity, equality, and the em-
powerment of women and girls must be 
a focal point of U.S. policy, and that is 
exactly what the Ambassador at Large 
is intended to facilitate. 

The reason it matters to our foreign 
policy is because what we know is that 
when women are empowered, their fam-
ilies are empowered; they give back 
more to their families and their com-
munities than men do; and societies 
that empower women are more stable 
societies. 

These are issues that we need to pay 
attention to. We need someone in that 
role who is going to pay attention to 
those issues. And that is what Dr. 
Gupta would do if she is approved. 

(Ms. SMITH assumed the Chair.) 
So, Madam President, Senator KAINE, 

that is why we are here again on the 
floor in support of Dr. Gupta’s nomina-
tion in hopes that our colleagues on 
both sides of the aisle—but particu-
larly our Republican colleagues—will 
recognize what the Office of Global 
Women’s Issues does and understand 
that it is not the office that is working 
on reproductive rights for women. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Virginia. 

Mr. KAINE. Madam President, in just 
a second, I will make a motion for 
unanimous consent. Before I do, I just 

want to say, this Nation has a bipar-
tisan track record of fielding fantastic 
women diplomats: Secretary Clinton, 
Secretary Rice, Secretary Albright. So 
this is something that we do well and 
we have done well in a bipartisan way. 

My colleague from New Hampshire 
talked about what this important posi-
tion does and what it doesn’t do. I just 
want to say a few words about Dr. 
Gupta. 

She is a nationally recognized leader 
and expert on women’s contributions 
to economic prosperity and stability. 
She has over three decades of experi-
ence in research, policy formulation, 
advocacy, and the implementations of 
policies and programs to empower 
women and girls; that includes 5 years 
at UNICEF and a decade as the presi-
dent and CEO of a U.S.-based research 
institute. 

She has taken, throughout her ca-
reer, an evidence-based approach to 
demonstrate again and again one irref-
utable fact: Investing in women is one 
of the best tools to promote economic 
development and stability. 

Because of her strong reputation, be-
cause of the importance of the role, be-
cause of the fact that this is not a posi-
tion that deals with some of the issues 
that often cause controversy on the 
floor—reproductive rights—I now move 
to the following: 

I ask unanimous consent that the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee 
be discharged, and the Senate proceed 
to the following nomination: PN1578, 
Dr. Geeta Rao Gupta, to be U.S. Am-
bassador at Large For Global Women’s 
Issues; that the Senate vote on the 
nomination with no intervening action 
or debate; that the motion to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon 
the table; that no further motions be 
made in order to the nomination; and 
that any related statements be printed 
in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Mr. LANKFORD. Reserving the right 
to object. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oklahoma. 

Mr. LANKFORD. Madam President, 
let me clarify what this motion is. This 
motion today is to ask for a unanimous 
consent of all 100 Senators to be able to 
move a nominee through the process, a 
nominee that, when she came through 
the Foreign Relations Committee, 
every single Republican opposed— 
every one of them. 

It seems the frustration here doesn’t 
seem to be with Republicans; it seems 
to be with the Democratic leader, quite 
frankly. This nominee was brought to 
the committee last year and then was 
voted out of the committee in July of 
this year but has never been brought to 
the floor for a vote—never. Instead, it 
has been to try to do a unanimous con-
sent when my colleagues full well know 
that every single Republican on the 
Foreign Relations Committee opposes 
this nominee. And now the request is: 
Now that you opposed her in com-

mittee, now consent on the floor to be 
able to support her. That is not going 
to happen, obviously. 

Now, we have not blocked a vote. If 
the Democratic leader wants to be able 
to bring this nominee to a vote, he has 
had plenty of opportunity to be able to 
do that and still has plenty of oppor-
tunity to be able to do that. No one is 
inhibiting a vote on the floor. 

What we oppose is what is being 
pushed onto us to say: Now unani-
mously consent to someone you know 
you don’t agree to in the first place. It 
has often been interesting in this con-
versation to say this nominee has 
nothing to do with reproductive rights, 
has nothing to do with that. I have 
heard that from my colleagues. 

It is fascinating to me that Planned 
Parenthood put out a statement in 
strong support of this nominee and spe-
cifically stated in their release: be-
cause she will speak out on reproduc-
tive rights for women globally. 

So either Planned Parenthood is not 
telling the truth or something else. So 
it is interesting, when we get into this 
dialogue, to say: OK, let’s just have the 
vote on it and allow everyone to be 
able to speak out. 

We have a disagreement on this 
nominee, but it is the right of the 
Democratic leader to be able to bring 
who he chooses to the floor for a vote 
at any time. But I would say, as one 
Republican of many, please don’t ask 
me to unanimously consent to someone 
that we have a philosophical difference 
with. 

So, with that, I object. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-

tion is heard. 
The Senator from Virginia. 
Mr. KAINE. Madam President, in re-

sponse to my colleague, might I modify 
my request because, certainly, some-
one should have the right to vote no if 
they want to vote no. So let me modify 
my request. 

I would ask unanimous consent that 
the Senate Committee on Foreign Re-
lations be discharged and that the Sen-
ate proceed to the following nomina-
tion: PN1578, Geeta Rao Gupta, of Vir-
ginia, to be Ambassador at Large for 
Global Women’s Issues; and that the 
Senate vote on the nomination at a 
time to be determined by the Senate 
leadership. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Mr. LANKFORD. Reserving the right 
to object. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oklahoma. 

Mr. LANKFORD. Madam President, I 
would say to my colleague that, obvi-
ously, I am not in the position to be 
able to make a decision for all of my 
colleagues at this moment whether 
that is acceptable. That is something 
we should discuss with the ranking 
member of the Foreign Relations Com-
mittee and with the Republican leader 
and allow our conference to be able to 
have that dialogue if that is an accept-
able thing. 
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So at this point, I would object just 

saying I am not in a position because I 
am not going to speak for the ranking 
member of the Foreign Relations Com-
mittee, who voted unanimously in op-
position to this nomination. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard. 

The Senator from New Hampshire. 
Mrs. SHAHEEN. Will my colleague 

yield for a question? 
Mr. LANKFORD. Absolutely. 
Mrs. SHAHEEN. I think, perhaps, I 

wasn’t clear. I didn’t talk about Dr. 
Gupta’s position on reproductive rights 
for women. I talked about the role of 
the Office of Global Women’s Issues. 

When I supported Kelley Currie, who 
was nominated by President Trump to 
be the head of the Office of Global 
Women’s Issues, I didn’t ask what her 
position was on choice; I asked her 
what she was going to do if she took 
that role. And she had an excellent his-
tory of working on issues that matter 
to women and foreign policy, and be-
cause that is not the Agency that is 
charged with women’s reproductive 
health in our government, I didn’t 
think that should be the basis on which 
I judged whether she was the appro-
priate person to take over that role. 

And, sadly, what seems to have hap-
pened is that because Dr. Gupta per-
sonally says she is pro-choice, all of 
the anti-choice organizations have 
made her nomination an issue. 

So I would ask my colleague: Have 
you sat down with Dr. Gupta? Have you 
asked her what she would do in her role 
if she is approved to be the head of 
Global Women’s Issues and whether 
that was something that she was going 
to talk about or work on? 

Mr. LANKFORD. If I may respond to 
my colleague as well. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oklahoma. 

Mr. LANKFORD. Have I engaged in a 
colloquy, in a conversation? Actually, I 
have not. The members of the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee, as you 
serve faithfully in that role—that is 
not a committee I serve on, but I do 
know that all the Republican members 
of the committee have had the oppor-
tunity to be able to sit down with her 
personally and to be able to go through 
all of those notes. 

I know how she came through the 
committee without any Republican 
support at all, and I know the different 
statements that have been put up—one 
by Planned Parenthood, a very strong 
statement in support of her specifically 
on the issue of women’s reproductive 
rights. 

That seems to say, at least somebody 
is saying this role is going to take on 
that issue. But that is not a committee 
that I currently serve on, but I do 
know those well who do. 

Mrs. SHAHEEN. I would just say to 
my colleague, having sat through those 
hearings, which my recollection is only 
one or two Republicans on the com-
mittee showed up and that most of the 
people who I talked to had not actually 

talked to Dr. Gupta, didn’t actually 
know what the Office of Global Wom-
en’s Issues does. And it is very dis-
appointing that they are going to make 
a decision based on a press release from 
Planned Parenthood as opposed to 
looking at what she would actually do 
in that role and the responsibilities of 
that office. 

So I am—you know, you guys think 
that every time you see ‘‘women’’ in a 
title, as I said, we are talking about re-
productive rights. That is not the case. 
There is a lot that women do besides 
having babies. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Oklahoma. 
Mr. LANKFORD. Madam President, I 

would affirm, again, as a husband and 
as a dad of two daughters and as some-
one who is very passionate about glob-
al women’s issues as well, I am fully 
aware that women do a lot more than 
have babies—regardless of Health and 
Human Services currently using the 
term ‘‘birthing people’’ and ‘‘menstru-
ating persons,’’ which, again, I find of-
fensive in the process as well—that this 
is a group of people, half the popu-
lation of the Earth, that has made tre-
mendous contributions, including my 
own wife and my own family. 

I would just simply ask the question: 
This is not a nominee that we are 
going to give unanimous support to, 
but I am unsure why the Democratic 
leader has not scheduled this vote now 
for months on the floor when there 
have been months that we have been in 
session but it has yet to be scheduled 
for a vote. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Virginia. 

Mr. KAINE. Madam President, I said 
I was rising for multiple purposes. It is 
now my third purpose, but I would seek 
consent to speak—I know we have a 
vote call at 5—for about 5 minutes on 
legislation being contemplated tomor-
row. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION ACT 
Mr. KAINE. Madam President, we are 

currently in consideration of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act, and 
the leadership is working out a timing 
agreement for a vote possibly on one or 
more amendments and then a vote on 
the NDAA. 

The Defense bill is the most impor-
tant thing I work on every year as a 
member of the Armed Services Com-
mittee, and I think the Defense bill 
that our Armed Services Committee 
did with strong bipartisan support is a 
very strong one. The timing isn’t to 
my liking, that it took so long to reach 
an agreement with the House. But it is 
what it is. The Defense bill is strong. 

We are likely to have a vote on an 
amendment tomorrow offered by my 
friend and colleague JOE MANCHIN deal-
ing with permitting reform, and I 
wanted to stand on the floor to express 
my objection not to the topic and even 
not to much of the substance but to 

one particular provision that I think is 
horrible policy and I think will cause 
me to oppose the amendment. 

Do we need to do permitting reform 
to accelerate infrastructure in this 
country? We do. We do. Many of the 
permitting reform rules—FERC, for ex-
ample—are decades old, and they 
haven’t kept up with new technologies 
or new needs of our population. I am 
strongly of the belief that we should do 
permitting reform, and I have intro-
duced my own bills going back years to 
make at least that permitting process 
work better. 

The amendment that we are going to 
be voting on tomorrow, at least as I 
have been told—I haven’t seen the lan-
guage, but I have been told it is very 
similar to an amendment that was of-
fered in September. It is an 88-page per-
mitting reform bill. Eighty-five pages 
are permitting reform; the last three 
pages are the opposite of permitting re-
form. 

What do I mean by that? Eighty-five 
pages of the bill go deeply into permit-
ting for infrastructure, especially en-
ergy infrastructure, and propose a 
whole series of reforms, many of which 
I strongly support. 

Although I had no hand in the draft-
ing of that bill and I think I could im-
prove it if I was involved, I would give 
that bill a good solid B or B-plus, and 
I would have no trouble voting for it as 
an amendment to the Defense bill or a 
stand-alone bill. 

However, the last three pages of the 
bill take a particular single project— 
100 miles of which is in Virginia— 
called the Mountain Valley Pipeline 
and exempts it from permitting reform. 
It, essentially, says this 85-page reform 
that sets up how a project should be 
considered and approved by adminis-
trative agencies and then reviewed by 
the judiciary if there are complaints 
about it—that is what the 85 pages 
does, but then the last three pages says 
the Mountain Valley Pipeline should be 
exempt from all of that, should get an 
administrative green light. And, in a 
provision that I find to be both unprec-
edented and really troubling, it sug-
gests that if individuals want to seek 
judicial review of Mountain Valley 
Pipeline, the current jurisdiction in 
the Federal code which would suggest 
that that suit would be heard in the 
Fourth Judicial Circuit, which includes 
Virginia, the case about one project, 
the Mountain Valley Pipeline, will be 
stripped away from the court where it 
is currently being litigated and all fu-
ture litigation must happen in the DC 
circuit. 

Now, never in the history of this 
body has Congress gone into the middle 
of a case and, because a corporation 
was not happy with the rulings of the 
court, stripped the case away from that 
court and given it to another court. 
And I have verified that through my 
own staff in research since this provi-
sion came up in September: stripping a 
case away from a court. 

Now, this is my hometown court. It 
is headquartered in Richmond. The 
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chief judge is somebody that I used to 
try cases against when I was a civil 
rights lawyer before I got into politics. 
He is an esteemed jurist. 

Yes, the Fourth Circuit has rendered 
some rulings in this case that the pipe-
line operator doesn’t like. I used to 
lose cases in the Fourth Circuit. I 
wasn’t always happy with them. But 
the people that I represented—if you 
lose a case, you appeal; you don’t re-
write the Federal jurisdictional code to 
say this court can no longer hear the 
case, in the middle of the case. 

If we go down this path on this 
project, I can see it opening a door we 
will not want to open, a door that 
could even lead to corruption: I am a 
wealthy, powerful corporation; I don’t 
like the way the Second Circuit is rul-
ing on derivative shareholder suits. 
Maybe I can strip jurisdiction away 
from them. I don’t like the way the 
Ninth Circuit is ruling on employment 
discrimination cases. Maybe I could 
strip jurisdiction away from them. 

I get it that a big company is not 
happy because they have lost a case. 
Fifty percent of our litigants are un-
happy. Someone wins and somebody 
loses, but the solution is not to take 
jurisdiction away from the court that 
is hearing the case and give it to an-
other court. That is not the solution. 
The solution is to improve the permit-
ting process. 

There are two elements of the first 85 
pages of the bill that actually help 
Mountain Valley Pipeline. One element 
would be, in the first 85 pages, that 
President Biden—the President, in the 
bill, is allowed to designate 15 projects 
of national significance and then expe-
dite them. That is in the first 85 pages. 
And if President Biden decided the 
Mountain Valley Pipeline was so im-
portant to make that top 15 list, that 
permitting reform could help the 
Mountain Valley Pipeline. 

And, second, there is a provision in 
the first 85 pages that would require 
that on matters that come up again 
and again and again, the panels on cir-
cuit courts have to rotate and ran-
domly assign and not keep the same 
panel. That would solve one of Moun-
tain Valley Pipeline’s professed con-
cerns. 

So because I haven’t seen the lan-
guage yet, it may not still be final, and 
I would urge those pushing it: Do per-
mitting reform, but don’t exempt a 
project in my State from the permits, 
don’t exempt it from judicial review, 
don’t strip jurisdiction away from my 
hometown court and give it to another 
court. 

I was never consulted about this. My 
constituents feel very, very passion-
ately. Their land is being taken for 
this. The only way you build pipelines 
is to take people’s land, and this is 100 
miles in Virginia of people’s land being 
taken, and this body should not green- 
light a project and exempt it from per-
mitting rules in a bill that we are say-
ing is designed to improve permitting. 

I yield the floor. 

VOTE ON MORA NOMINATION 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the question is, Will 
the Senate advise and consent to the 
Mora nomination? 

Mr. MENENDEZ. I ask for the yeas 
and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior executive clerk called the 

roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from Colorado (Mr. 
HICKENLOOPER) and the Senator from 
Vermont (Mr. SANDERS) are necessarily 
absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 
are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from North Carolina (Mr. BURR) and 
the Senator from Texas (Mr. CRUZ). 

The result was announced—yeas 51, 
nays 45, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 391 Ex.] 
YEAS—51 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Collins 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Feinstein 
Gillibrand 
Hassan 

Heinrich 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Leahy 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 

Paul 
Peters 
Reed 
Rosen 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—45 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Braun 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Daines 
Ernst 
Fischer 
Graham 

Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Inhofe 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Moran 
Portman 

Risch 
Romney 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sasse 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Shelby 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Tuberville 
Wicker 
Young 

NOT VOTING—4 

Burr 
Cruz 

Hickenlooper 
Sanders 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid 
upon the table and the President will 
be immediately notified of the Senate’s 
action. 

The Senator from Ohio. 
Mr. BROWN. Madam President, it is 

always an honor to speak on the Sen-
ate floor, and it is especially an honor 
when the Presiding Officer is one of my 
favorite Members of the Senate and es-
pecially an honor when I am going to 
be followed by the other Senator from 
Ohio, about whom I spoke yesterday. 

SENATE ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
Madam President, I think we can 

agree that we had a very productive 23 
months in this session of the U.S. Sen-

ate. Democrats passed the Inflation Re-
duction Act, which will lower prescrip-
tion drug costs, which will combat cli-
mate change, and which will hold cor-
porations accountable when they re-
ward CEOs at the expense of workers. 

We worked together on a bipartisan 
basis, and I worked with my colleague 
Senator PORTMAN to pass a historic in-
frastructure bill. Presidents of both 
parties promised it, and we finally got 
it done, starting last year, with a new 
President and a new Senate. It means 
moving forward on projects Americans 
need, like the Brent Spence Bridge, 
which is in Senator PORTMAN’s commu-
nity on the other end of my State. It 
connects my State to Leader MCCON-
NELL’s State. The Brent Spence 
Bridge—they say something like 3 per-
cent of GDP crosses over that bridge 
every single day. 

Senator PORTMAN and I also worked 
together to make sure that we had 
strong ‘‘Buy American’’ language—the 
strongest ever ‘‘Buy American’’ lan-
guage. We teamed up because we know 
the jobs that creates in my State. 

We passed the PACT Act, again bi-
partisan, the most comprehensive ex-
pansion of benefits for veterans who 
faced toxic exposure in our country’s 
history. 

Senator TESTER, who sits just two 
seats away from me here and who came 
to the Senate with me—Senator 
TESTER from Montana chairs the Vet-
erans’ Affairs Committee. I will be, 
next year, the second-most senior 
member of that committee. We wrote 
that bill together. I give more credit to 
Senator TESTER, but we worked to-
gether. It is the most comprehensive 
expansion of benefits. 

I have been in 15 Ohio counties since 
that bill passed talking to people. If 
you are diagnosed as a veteran with 
one of the 23 illnesses this bill spells 
out and you were exposed to these foot-
ball field-sized burn pits in Iraq or Af-
ghanistan, you automatically will get 
coverage in the Cleveland VA or Day-
ton or Cincinnati or Chillicothe or in 
one of the community-based clinics in 
Zanesville or Mansfield or Parma. 

After decades of inaction, we passed 
the first meaningful legislation on gun 
safety in decades, which will help make 
our schools and communities a bit 
safer. 

This summer—again, bipartisan, with 
Senator PORTMAN and others—we 
passed the CHIPS and Science Act, 
which is already helping to reshore 
semiconductor manufacturing in the 
United States. 

Earlier today, I was with a number of 
people from Intel, the company that is 
going to have a huge expansion. That 
company has promised, when they hire 
5,000 workers—which they have already 
started to do the construction of the 
Intel manufacturing plant—that they 
are hiring a lot of so-called PLA, which 
means they will hire union workers. 

And in the worst depths—and this is 
what I want to talk about in more de-
tail. Sorry for the long lead-in. 
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In the worst depths of COVID, Demo-

crats passed the American Rescue 
Plan, which temporarily expanded the 
child tax credit. It kept renters in their 
homes and saved the pensions of more 
than a million retirees. It saved the 
pensions already of 40,000 Ohio work-
ers, and that number will grow to 
100,000 by the time it is fully in effect. 

I sat on the floor that day on March 
6. I sat next to Senator CASEY, one of 
my best friends here, from Pennsyl-
vania, and I turned to him when we 
passed the child tax credit and the pen-
sions bill, keeping renters in their 
homes. I said: This is the best day of 
my career, because I knew what it 
would mean to do the child tax credit. 

The bill passed on March 6, at 12:30 in 
the afternoon, after a 12-hour vote. It 
passed by one vote two different times. 
The President signed it 2 days later. 

I called Secretary Yellen, the Sec-
retary of the Treasury. She imme-
diately enlisted the head of the Inter-
nal Revenue Service, who began the 
process. By mid-July, checks were 
going out to hundreds of thousands of 
families in Minnesota and Ohio and 
across the country. We saw in the 
space of about 3 months a 40-percent— 
40 percent—reduction in the child pov-
erty rate. 

I heard from parents all around the 
State—helping them afford childcare, 
groceries, rent, new school clothes, 
summer camp. For many kids it was 
the first time ever to go to a summer 
camp. We know what a difference this 
made at a time when families struggled 
to keep up with rising costs. 

Unfortunately, the child tax credit 
expansion ended in 2021. It shouldn’t 
have happened, and we have an oppor-
tunity now to get it going again. The 
bipartisan work of this Congress 
doesn’t have to be done yet. 

Here is what we need to do. 
In 2017, the tax law Republicans 

passed gave profitable corporations a 
14-percent reduction in the corporate 
tax rate—a huge gift. I opposed it. 
Many of us did. It was a huge gift to 
the megawealthy and corporations. 
Part of that law changed the rules for 
business deductions. It said: You get a 
14-point cut to the corporate rate, but 
now you have to amortize R&D, re-
search and development expensing. 
There is going to be more of a limit on 
the interest you can deduct. You won’t 
be able to deduct all of your invest-
ments in the year you make them, just 
four-fifths. 

Now businesses are asking us to undo 
these new rules. In exchange, are they 
offering to give back a point on the 
corporate rate? No. 

They got a huge windfall 5 years ago. 
They want more now. Are they offering 
maybe a half point, a quarter point? 
No, they just want another tax cut. 

Here is what I want everybody to 
hear: 

In this body and throughout the 
United States, the Democrats are will-
ing to do it. We believe we should in-
vest in manufacturing. We should be-

lieve in American families and Amer-
ican children. As part of a balanced 
package, we will make the changes the 
businesses are asking for. We have al-
ready offered to make these changes. 
All we are saying is that it needs to be 
balanced. If we are going to give huge 
tax cuts to large corporations, we are 
going to at the same time make sure 
that we take care of children. This 
isn’t just the lowest income kids. They 
certainly are part of it. This is 90 per-
cent of children in Ohio. This is 2 mil-
lion Ohio children. It is all but the 
wealthiest 10 percent of families who 
get this tax cut. 

Do you know what that means? 
Think about if this child tax credit had 
been in effect in the last year and how 
it would have blunted the damage from 
inflation that inflicted so many fami-
lies. If they had been getting that $250 
or $300 per child, per month, as they 
had gotten through calendar year 
2021—from July until the end of the 
year and then the beginning of the next 
year—imagine how much easier their 
lives would have been and how much 
more they would have been able to 
cope with inflation if they had gotten 
that monthly $250 or $300 check. 

It is a smart policy. It is a win-win 
for every single one of our States. One 
in four kids who is living in rural Idaho 
is left out of the full child tax credit. 
In Kentucky and Ohio, that number is 
one in three. We can fix that. 

Raising kids is hard work. I heard 
time and again, after we passed the 
CTC, from people who said it made it 
just a little bit easier for families. We 
got so many calls and letters—I am 
sure Senator PORTMAN did too—about 
how this would make people’s lives just 
a little bit easier. If you had had two 
children who were 2 and 4 years old, 
you would have gotten $600 a month. If 
you had had three kids who were 7, 10, 
and 12, you would have gotten $750 for 
a period of time. 

So what are we here for in this body? 
We are not just here to give tax cuts to 
rich people and to corporations. We 
should try to make things just a little 
bit easier—I have heard that term over 
and over—for the families we rep-
resent. 

There is a deal to be had here. Let’s 
knock out one more bipartisan victory 
for the American people before we go 
home. Yes, let’s do the research and de-
velopment tax break—it will help us 
grow jobs—but at the same time, let’s 
do the child tax credit expansion. It 
will help us grow our children. It will 
make a huge difference. 

I ask my colleagues: Let’s get this 
done. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

OSSOFF). The Senator from Ohio. 
UKRAINE 

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, I 
come to the floor for the 28th consecu-
tive week since the Senate has been in 
session to once again discuss the war in 
Ukraine and why it is so important 
that all of us—the United States and 

our allies—stand up for Ukraine at this 
point and provide them the military, 
economic, and humanitarian aid they 
need. 

Over the weekend, I spoke at the an-
nual holiday lunch of the Cleveland 
area’s Nationalities Movement. As my 
colleague from Ohio knows, this was 
started during the Cold War to advo-
cate for freedom for the former Soviet 
states. The group, today, includes peo-
ple whose families have come from all 
over Eastern and Central Europe: Po-
land, Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia, Slo-
vakia, of course Ukraine, and many 
other countries. All strongly support 
Ukrainian freedom and the right of 
Ukraine to chart its own course. 

At the luncheon, I talked to some of 
my friends who were there, many of 
whom have family or friends in 
Ukraine. We talked about some of the 
hardships that their relatives and their 
friends in Ukraine are facing today and 
how, as we approach the holiday season 
here in America, we are thinking about 
Christmas shopping and putting up 
decorations and spending time with our 
families and friends over the holidays. 
They are thinking about something 
else. They are thinking about how they 
can survive. They are thinking about 
how to stay warm, whether they are 
going to have running water or elec-
tricity. They are living with fear and 
uncertainty in not knowing when the 
next Russian missile might strike. 

The brutal, unprovoked, and illegal 
invasion of Ukraine has now turned 
into an outright attack on civilians 
and noncombatants. 

This photo is something that we are 
seeing in communities all over 
Ukraine. This is some civilian infra-
structure. You can see the power grid 
here and the power lines. This was the 
result of a Russian missile strike. All 
over, this is happening: drones, mis-
siles, attacking infrastructure—killing 
civilians, by the way—and forcing peo-
ple to live in the dark and in the cold 
as Ukraine’s severe winter weather ap-
proaches. 

Although these merciless Russian at-
tacks are meant to weaken the resolve 
of the Ukrainians, it is not having that 
effect, actually. I have seen this from 
my recent trips to Ukraine. It is actu-
ally hardening people’s resolve. The 
Ukrainians know that these are des-
perate missile attacks to the interior 
of the country. Why? Because Russia is 
losing on the actual battlefield. 

As this map shows, the Ukrainians 
have shown courage and effectiveness 
in actually pushing out Russia from all 
of these red areas of Ukraine. This is 
where Russia was after February 24. 
Fifty percent or more of the country 
has now been liberated by Ukrainian 
troops. We forget about that. About 55 
percent of Ukraine has now been liber-
ated—again, thanks to the resolve and 
the courage and the military skill of 
the Ukrainians. Ukrainian soldiers 
continue to advance more slowly, but 
they continue to advance, giving the 
Russians no time to relax or to re-
cover. 
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Here is where we are today. Remem-

ber, before, there was red all over the 
country of Ukraine. This is where the 
Russians are now. This striped red line 
is the part that Russia invaded back in 
2014. The red part here is where they 
invaded on February 24 and are still oc-
cupying parts of Ukraine. 

In the east, near Bakhmut, which is 
right here, Russian forces and Wagner 
Group mercenaries, who are fighting on 
behalf of Russia, are fighting a war of 
attrition. It is a grinding war of attri-
tion with marginal gains to show for 
their massive losses in terms of man-
power and equipment. 

In its attempt to capture this town of 
Bakhmut, Russia has turned what used 
to be a quaint, tree-lined city that I 
visited back in 2018 into a bloodbath. 
This is what Bakhmut looks like 
today. It looks like something you 
would see out of a World War I film. 

Ukrainian officials say Moscow is 
now losing 50 soldiers a day to main-
tain this slow, bruising advance to 
reach the city’s eastern gates—all of 
this death and destruction over a city 
that has marginal strategic advantage 
for Russia. It appears to observers that 
Russia is willing to put their soldiers 
and mercenaries in harm’s way in 
Bakhmut because it is the only place 
that Russian forces are genuinely ad-
vancing at all, and Vladimir Putin is 
eager—even desperate—to claim some 
sort of victory to try to salvage this 
failed military campaign that they are 
on. 

I did go to Bakhmut back in 2018. It 
was then called the line of contact. I 
met with Ukrainian troops who were 
there holding the line, including the 
54th Mechanized Brigade, which is still 
fighting there in that region. I saw 
men who were willing to die for their 
country, for their freedom, for their 
families. So I was not surprised by the 
bravery and resolve that the Ukrainian 
troops had shown since February 24. I 
was expecting it based on what I had 
seen in Bakhmut. 

Those soldiers I met gave me this 
plaque when I was there. It is signed by 
a number of the soldiers whom I met. 

It says at the bottom here: 
Glory to Ukraine. Glory to the heroes. 

‘‘Slava Ukraini.’’ ‘‘Heroyam Slava.’’ 
That is the rallying cry. 
Of these troops who signed this flag 

to me, I am told, many of them are 
likely to be dead or injured now be-
cause the fighting in Bakhmut has 
been so intense. 

So Godspeed to those troops who are 
holding the line against this Russian 
assault tonight as we talk on the floor 
of the U.S. Senate. 

The Ukrainians are making progress 
elsewhere. You see here in Kherson— 
this was the city that the Russians 
took on February 24. It was the only 
provincial capital that they took, the 
biggest city they took early on. They 
have now abandoned Kherson, and 
Ukrainian troops have taken Kherson 
and liberated it. The liberation has 
been extraordinary. You see people 

coming out of their homes and hugging 
the troops, and you see the war crimes 
that the Russians were committing. 
The withdrawal from Kherson that 
went through the west side of the river 
here has been a great victory for the 
Ukrainian troops. The relentless coun-
teroffensive is actually working. 

With this situation on the battle-
field, the military outlook here for 
Russia looks bleak. It is precisely be-
cause they are not winning on the bat-
tlefield, though, that they are instead 
attacking civilian targets, these cow-
ardly attacks we have seen all over 
Ukraine—electricity, natural gas, 
water—knocking out everything they 
can in order to try to break the will 
and the resolve of the people of 
Ukraine. 

This past weekend, 1.5 million people 
were left without power after Russian 
airstrikes damaged the local energy in-
frastructure in Odessa. So 1.5 million 
people here were without electricity. 
Most of those people now have elec-
tricity again because the Ukrainians 
are moving quickly to try to restore it, 
but then it is bombed again and again. 

Across the country, according to 
Ukrainian Prime Minister Shmyhal, 
after eight waves of missile attacks on 
the country, all thermal and hydro-
electric powerplants in Ukraine have 
been damaged. In other words, every 
single powerplant—coal, natural gas, 
hydroelectric—has been bombed. 
Again, many have now been repaired 
again and again and again, but the 
bombings continue. 

Last Friday, according to the deputy 
head of President Zelenskyy’s office, 68 
strikes in the Kherson region oc-
curred—68 strikes across the line here 
in Ukrainian territory. This included a 
strike on a hospital in Kherson that 
damaged the children’s ward. It in-
cluded an attack on a morgue in this 
area. 

In the northeastern part of Ukraine, 
up here near Kharkiv, there has also 
been great progress recently as you see 
where the Ukrainians have pushed the 
Russians toward the east. These Rus-
sian cross-border attacks on the city of 
Vovchansk, in that area, left thousands 
of people without heat in the midst of 
winter earlier this week. 

I saw the effects of these missile at-
tacks firsthand the last time I was in 
Ukraine. I visited Kyiv about a month 
ago with my colleague Senator CHRIS 
COONS from Delaware. We saw the de-
struction that these missiles were 
causing. In this case, it was at the 
headquarters of Ukraine’s utility com-
pany. 

We then, after that, actually had a 
dinner meeting with the Parliamentar-
ians from Ukraine at a restaurant 
where the power had been taken out 
through these attacks. We had to con-
duct business with flashlights. It was 
incredible, later that night, to look at 
the city of Kyiv from an office build-
ing—a modern, 21st-century city com-
pletely dark. 

Thanks to the dated air defense sys-
tems that they do have, the Ukrainians 

have been able to intercept and destroy 
a lot of these Russian missiles. They 
are intercepting, actually, most of 
them—somewhere between 60 and 70 
percent, probably, based on the infor-
mation I have—but enough of them get 
through to cause this incredible dam-
age to Ukraine’s civilian infrastructure 
and to kill Ukrainians on the ground as 
these temperatures drop. The tempera-
ture in Kyiv tonight, as we talk here, 
is about 23 degrees Fahrenheit. 

Ukraine isn’t just trying to shoot 
down Russian-made missiles and Ira-
nian-made drones—we know there are 
Iranian-made drones and these Russian 
missiles coming into Ukraine—but 
they also have to shoot down Ukrain-
ian-made missiles. Why do I say that? 
Because according to Ukraine’s Deputy 
Intelligence Chief, some of these mis-
siles that Russia has fired recently 
have actually been missiles that 
Ukraine voluntarily gave to Russia as 
part of the 1994 Budapest agreement, 
the so-called Budapest Memorandum. 

Recall that the Budapest Memo-
randum was a document that was 
signed by the United States, the UK, 
and Russia with Ukraine. This was 
after the fall of the Soviet Union. In 
the agreement, all parties, including 
Russia, promised to respect the inde-
pendence and sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity of Ukraine in exchange 
for Ukraine’s giving up its nuclear 
weapons but also providing missiles 
and strategic bombers to Russia. So 
now these very same missiles and very 
same bombers are being used by Russia 
in its ruthless campaign against inno-
cent civilians in Ukraine. 

There can be no clearer display of 
Russia’s contempt for its international 
obligations and its total disregard for 
the Budapest Memorandum. Ukraine 
gave up its weapons in exchange for 
peace, and instead they have war. 

There can be no more urgent or im-
portant request from Ukraine today, of 
course, than that of a better air de-
fense system. That is what they need 
more than anything else. Every day, 
vital infrastructure is being destroyed, 
and civilians are being killed. 

The news from the Biden administra-
tion yesterday that they now may be 
thinking seriously about sending Pa-
triot missile systems to Ukraine, 
which is our most advanced anti-mis-
sile air defense weapon, is very encour-
aging to me. 

Here is the patriot missile system. 
This one is actually in Poland. We 

have provided this to the Polish Gov-
ernment. We now need to provide it to 
the Ukrainian Government. I have 
called for this for months, as have oth-
ers, and I hope this comes to fruition. 

We need to get these weapons into 
the hands of the Ukrainians quickly 
before there are more civilian deaths 
recorded, before there is more destruc-
tion of key infrastructure. 

If the administration does not do 
this, I fear that as winter sets in, more 
and more Ukrainians will be forced to 
leave their communities, compounding 
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the humanitarian crisis that is already 
there. As you know, there are 61⁄2 mil-
lion people displaced internally in 
Ukraine already and over 7 million 
people—probably close to 8 million— 
who are outside of Ukraine as displaced 
individuals in places like Poland, 
throughout the EU, and even the 
United States. 

I continue to urge the Biden adminis-
tration to take a more assertive ap-
proach on military assistance in gen-
eral. There are about 50 countries help-
ing Ukraine on the military side. All 
the free world is stepping up to help, 
but America leads, and we need to pro-
vide Ukraine with more of the weapons 
that Ukraine says they actually need, 
like the Patriot missiles. But, also, 
they have asked for fourth-generation 
fighter jets, like the F–16 or similar 
European models. They are in Europe 
already. We have provided them to Eu-
ropean countries, but we have to sign 
off for the European countries or other 
countries to provide them to Ukraine. 
They want modern main battle tanks, 
like the Abrams tank that is made in 
my home State of Ohio. They want 
more long-range missiles, like the 
ATACMS missiles that can be fired 
through these what are called HIMARS 
launchers and would give Russian sol-
diers few places to hide in the illegally 
occupied territory. 

When I visited the region in March 
and again in May and August and in 
November, I got to meet a lot of these 
displaced people in Ukraine and hear 
their harrowing stories. 

We were at a World Food U.N. site in 
Kyiv on our last trip, and there were a 
lot of refugees there, displaced people, 
internally displaced people from 
Ukraine who were getting the basics 
just to be able to survive. Many of 
them sat down with us and talked. 

Two women told me one of these 
harrowing stories. It was about a 
young man who was tortured by his 
Russian occupiers—this was near the 
city of Kharkiv—and taken to the main 
square and tied up on the main square. 
Then, when he wouldn’t answer what-
ever questions they were asking him, 
he was taken down below into a dun-
geon, basically, a basement. They 
found these basement chambers all 
over Ukraine where there was occupied 
territory. 

The young man actually survived, 
miraculously, but he was in terrible 
shape when he came out. But his moth-
er didn’t survive. The angst and the 
anxiety and the despair that she felt 
about her son resulted in her death. 

These women were telling this with 
tears streaming down their cheeks, 
and, of course, we were crying, too. But 
that is happening all over Ukraine. 

These war crimes behind enemy lines 
in occupied territories are revealed 
every time there is a liberation. It is 
positive there is a liberation, but then 
you get this negative, which is, this is 
what happened to these people. So we 
really don’t know the extent of the 
atrocities and the war crimes because 

there is still so much territory that is 
occupied by Russia. 

Anyway, these people have seen 
death and destruction that no person 
should have to experience. 

Some of my constituents in Ohio 
have been very helpful. They know 
some of these refugees. They have per-
sonal connections—again, family or 
friends—and so they have helped. From 
Northeast Ohio, where we have a big 
Ukrainian community, Marta 
Licsynesky of the United Ukrainian 
Organizations of Ohio and Andy Futey 
of the Ukrainian Congress Committee 
of America—they are presidents of 
those organizations—they have both 
jumped in with both feet and helped. 
MedWish, which is a great organization 
up in Cleveland, provided a lot of med-
ical equipment. They have provided ev-
erything—clothes, medicine, any kind 
of help for these refugees. They have 
provided armored vests from law en-
forcement all over Ohio, as an example, 
to the Territorial Defense Forces. So 
God bless them. They are doing what 
they can to help. 

But unless we intervene with better 
ways to defend the air, there will be 
more and more of these displaced peo-
ple and more and more humanitarian 
needs. 

On that front, in addition to the pos-
sible news about the Patriot missile 
system from yesterday, I was also 
pleased to hear President Biden and 
President Zelenskyy speak over the 
weekend about the need for increased 
support for Ukraine. On Friday, the ad-
ministration announced another $275 
million in military assistance, includ-
ing more ammunition for those 
HIMARS missile launchers we talked 
about and other systems that will 
counter Russian and Iranian drones. 
There are dozens of allies who have 
provided military assistance—we are 
not doing this alone—but U.S. leader-
ship has been key. 

By the way, the 20 HIMARS—high 
mobility artillery rocket systems— 
that are in Ukraine have all survived. 
Not a single one has been taken out by 
the Russians. It is amazing. The 
Ukrainians have been quite resourceful 
to make that happen, and thank God 
we still have those weapons. Germany 
and the UK have also provided some of 
these weapons, and they are making a 
huge difference on the battlefield. 

The long range and high precision of 
these weapons have enabled the 
Ukrainians to strike deep within the 
occupied territories to be able to dis-
rupt Russian logistics and command 
and control centers. That has made the 
big difference. That is how Kherson 
was taken, was they cut off the supply 
chain to Kherson to the point that 
these Russian soldiers could not con-
tinue to hold the city and continue 
with their atrocities. 

It is no wonder, by the way, that 
HIMARS are popular in Ukraine. In 
fact, when I was there, the Embassy 
staff sent out for some takeout food. 
The food came back in a bag—it was 

hamburgers—and on the bag was 
scrawled ‘‘Thank you for the HIMARS’’ 
from a restaurant worker. I am also 
told that ‘‘HIMARS’’ is now a popular 
name for Ukrainian newborns. They 
are naming their children after the 
weapons provided by this body because 
they are making a huge difference in 
saving lives. 

In addition to Patriot missiles, we 
have got to continue to provide 
Ukrainians with other air defense sys-
tems, like the midrange NASAMS sys-
tem that we are starting to provide, 
but also cost-effective electronic war-
fare systems that would enable 
Ukraine to defend its skies over the 
long term. Those can be very effective 
against drones, as you can imagine. 

We have seen this before. In 1940, the 
people of Great Britain suffered under 
a relentless bombardment from Nazi 
aircraft. Remember, they tried to bomb 
London into the stone age. At the 
time, many thought, Well, this is going 
to be the end of Great Britain. You 
can’t push back against these Nazis. 

But the Brits were resolute. They 
were defiant. Eventually, the Royal Air 
Force defeated Hitler’s onslaught 
against innocent civilians in what is 
called the Battle of Britain and en-
sured that the country would survive 
the war. And, of course, the United 
States got engaged, and we went on to 
win that conflict. 

Today, just as then, there is another 
indiscriminate bombing campaign 
going on, this time in Ukraine against 
civilians and civilian infrastructure. 
Ukraine is now fighting its own Battle 
of Britain. We have got to be sure we 
are there with them to provide them 
what they need to survive their battle. 

I was also pleased to learn this week 
that the European Union proposed a 
new round of sanctions. If it is agreed 
to by the member states—and I hope it 
will be—this package of sanctions 
would ban exports of drone engines to 
Russia and also include other prohibi-
tions that would hopefully stifle Rus-
sia’s ability to supply its military. 

This is very important. In my view, 
it should have happened a long time 
ago, but let’s do it now. Let’s cut off 
the ability for Russia to be able to re-
pair and recreate the drones that are 
getting destroyed by the Ukrainians. 
Let’s be sure that we are not giving the 
Russians what they need to continue 
their war machine. 

Russia’s assault, by the way, is not 
just limited to bombs and missiles, but 
I am hearing more and more about 
mines. According to reports, Russian 
forces have now endangered up to 65,000 
square miles of Ukrainian territory 
with land mines. The United States is 
partnering with our Ukrainian allies to 
demine that area. This aid has come in 
the form of training and equipment, as 
well as U.S.-funded contractors and 
demining teams. So in areas where the 
mines are on the Ukrainian side of the 
line, we are actively trying to help. 
This is an important step, in my view. 
It is kind of the first step toward 
Ukrainian reconstruction. 
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When Russia resorts to these cow-

ardly missile attacks on civilian tar-
gets, Ukraine has responded in kind 
with precise strikes on Russian mili-
tary targets. So Russia is attacking ci-
vilian targets, and Ukrainians are re-
sponding with targeted attacks on Rus-
sian military targets. 

For example, explosions have oc-
curred here. This is Ukraine. This is 
the occupied area. Explosions have oc-
curred deep in Russian territory here. 

What are those areas? Well, these are 
Russian air bases deep inside Russian 
territory, but they are home to the 
bombers who have been targeting civil-
ian infrastructure and killing Ukrain-
ian civilians with cruise missiles over 
the past couple of months. 

As the UK Ministry of Defense re-
ported last week, these may be ‘‘some 
of the most strategically significant 
failures of force protection since [Rus-
sia’s] invasion of Ukraine.’’ 

Over the weekend, Ukraine launched 
a series of HIMARS strikes on the Rus-
sian occupied city of Melitopol, which 
is here, including a strike on Russian 
military barracks that reportedly 
killed a lot of the Wagner mercenaries. 
This is in this area here. 

America has been blessed with big, 
wide oceans on our east and to our west 
and friendly neighbors to our north and 
our south. It is hard for us to grasp 
what they are going through. It is hard 
for us to grasp what it is like to have 
a war ravage your homeland and force 
you to leave your home. 

Russia’s atrocities and clear human 
rights violations against civilians are 
one compelling reason why supporting 
Ukraine is the right thing to do, and I 
hope this week in this Chamber we will 
once again provide support for 
Ukraine. 

But another reason is that the death 
and destruction are not likely to end in 
Ukraine. Vladimir Putin is on record 
as saying, ‘‘The borders of Russia have 
no end.’’ He and his senior officials 
have also talked about recreating the 
old Soviet empire. They have said that 
Ukraine is just the first step. 

I will tell you, other countries in 
Eastern Europe get that, and they are 
understandably quite nervous. That is 
why they stepped up big time to help 
Ukraine. That is why they have in-
creased their own military spending. 
That is why they have expanded their 
military cooperation with the United 
States. Think of Poland, Slovakia, Ro-
mania, Hungary, Lithuania, Latvia, 
Estonia—they are all doing that. Fin-
land and Sweden certainly understand 
how dangerous Russia has become, 
which is why they have now decided 
they are going to join NATO after 
years of neutrality—Finland, Sweden. 

In my view, the only way to get 
Vladimir Putin to back off and to nego-
tiate an end to this ruthless and sense-
less war is to continue to demonstrate 
unity among free nations, to tighten 
the sanctions on the Russian economy, 
and to continue to help Ukraine win on 
the battlefield. That is how this thing 

ends—through success. U.S. leadership 
and assistance is key to that strategy. 

I am not advocating a blank check, 
by the way. I hope nobody is. I believe 
there needs to be accountability for the 
assistance that we provide, and there 
is. There is accountability on the state 
aid, there is accountability on the hu-
manitarian aid, and there is account-
ability on the military aid. 

I have seen it in action in meeting 
with the 101st Airborne in Poland, how 
they have end-use monitoring of the 
equipment we are sending. The Ukrain-
ians themselves want to have trans-
parency. They understand how impor-
tant that is. That is why they have 
Deloitte Cincinnati, an American ac-
counting firm, involved in monitoring 
and providing reports. That is why we 
are running our assistance through the 
World Bank, where they are auditing 
and reporting back to us. That is im-
portant to do. 

But the alternative to helping 
Ukraine, to me, is unthinkable. What 
would have happened if the United 
States had said ‘‘We are not going to 
help here’’ and the rest of the world 
had said ‘‘Well, if the Americans aren’t 
going to step forward and provide some 
leadership, we are not going to either’’? 

First of all, it is clear to all of us 
that this country would be occupied by 
Russia today. And even if Russia didn’t 
go ahead and move into all these other 
countries they say they are going to 
move into—that Ukraine is just the 
first step and they want to recreate the 
empire or the Soviet Union—even if it 
is just Ukraine and they stopped at the 
Ukrainian borders, suddenly you would 
have three NATO countries that have a 
border with Russia that do not now and 
really a fourth because all Poland has 
is a very small outpost of Russia here. 

So you would suddenly have NATO 
country the United States, under arti-
cle V, is committed to protecting with 
an aggressive Russia on its border. We 
would be mobilizing thousands of 
troops. We would have massive 
amounts of weapons at the borders of 
these NATO allies at a tremendous cost 
to the U.S. taxpayer. Is that a better 
alternative than helping give Ukraine 
the tools they need to be able to do 
their own fighting, which has been suc-
cessful up to now—more successful 
than anyone could have imagined? 

Finally, I would say that allowing an 
authoritarian regime to take over an 
ally and a democracy with impunity— 
that sends exactly the wrong message 
to the rest the world at a time we can 
least afford to have that happen. 

Think about China. China is eyeing a 
potential military assault on Taiwan. 
Think about our ally Israel as they 
continue to face threats from Iran and 
others in the Middle East. 

Both our adversaries and our allies 
are watching to see if the United 
States and our allies will help main-
tain that post-World War II world order 
or whether it is each country for itself. 
And if it is each country for itself be-
cause we aren’t helping Ukraine, the 

militarization around the world in-
creases dramatically, as do the nuclear 
weapons. 

Ukraine just wants to live in peace 
with its neighbors, including Russia. 
But when attacked by Russian missiles 
and drones, Ukraine has fought to en-
sure that the flame of freedom here is 
not going to go out. From visits, I can 
say with certainty that they will never 
give up. And we must not give up on 
them. 

The Ukrainian people tasted freedom 
when they embarked on their own Rev-
olution of Dignity, as they call it, back 
in 2014. They threw off a Russian- 
backed corrupt government and, in-
stead, embraced the West, the Euro-
pean Union, the United States of Amer-
ica, freedom, democracy, free markets. 
Ukraine chose to stand with us, with 
Europe, the United States, and other 
free nations. This is not the time for 
the United States and its allies to 
stand down. 

So for my current colleagues and the 
Senators just elected, I urge you: Let’s 
continue our support for Ukraine in 
this worthy cause of protecting free-
dom. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-

jority leader. 
f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

JAMES M. INHOFE NATIONAL DE-
FENSE AUTHORIZATION ACT FOR 
FISCAL YEAR 2023 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read as follows: 
House message to accompany a bill (H.R. 

7776) to provide for improvements to the riv-
ers and harbors of the United States, to pro-
vide for the conservation and development of 
water and related resources, and for other 
purposes. 

Pending: 
Schumer motion to concur in the amend-

ment of the House to the amendment of the 
Senate to the bill. 

Schumer motion to concur in the amend-
ment of the House to the amendment of the 
Senate to the bill, with Schumer (for 
Manchin) Amendment No. 6513 (to the House 
amendment to the Senate amendment), to 
provide for American energy security by im-
proving the permitting process. 

Schumer Amendment No. 6515 (to Amend-
ment No. 6513), to add an effective date. 

Schumer motion to refer the bill to the 
Committee on Armed Services, with instruc-
tions, Schumer Amendment No. 6516, to add 
an effective date. 

Schumer Amendment No. 6517 (to (the in-
structions) Amendment No. 6516), to modify 
the effective date. 

Schumer Amendment No. 6518 (to Amend-
ment No. 6517), to modify the effective date. 

CLOTURE MOTION 
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I send 

a cloture motion to the desk. 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-

ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the mo-
tion to concur in the House amendment to 
the Senate amendment to H.R. 7776, to pro-
vide for improvements to the rivers and har-
bors of the United States, to provide for the 
conservation and development of water and 
related resources, and for other purposes 
with amendment No. 6513. 

Charles E. Schumer, Joe Manchin III, 
Jon Tester, Martin Heinrich, Thomas 
R. Carper, Brian Schatz, Amy Klo-
buchar, Kyrsten Sinema, Tammy Bald-
win, Richard J. Durbin, Christopher A. 
Coons, Sheldon Whitehouse, Angus S. 
King, Jr., Sherrod Brown, Michael F. 
Bennet, Christopher Murphy. 

CLOTURE MOTION 
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I send 

a cloture motion to the desk. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-

ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the mo-
tion to concur in the House amendment to 
the Senate amendment to H.R. 7776, to pro-
vide for improvements to the rivers and har-
bors of the United States, to provide for the 
conservation and development of water and 
related resources, and for other purposes. 

Charles E. Schumer, Jack Reed, Tammy 
Baldwin, Mazie K. Hirono, Tim Kaine, 
Richard Blumenthal, Gary C. Peters, 
Jeanne Shaheen, Christopher A. Coons, 
Jacky Rosen, Richard J. Durbin, Mar-
garet Wood Hassan, Joe Manchin III, 
Angus S. King, Jr., Benjamin L. 
Cardin, Mark Kelly, Chris Van Hollen. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the manda-
tory quorum calls for the cloture mo-
tions filed today, December 14, be 
waived. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREE-
MENT—EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that at a time to be 
determined by the majority leader in 
consultation with the Republican lead-
er, the Senate proceed to executive ses-
sion to consider calendar No. 861, 
Musetta Tia Johnson, of Virginia, to be 
a Judge of the United States Court of 
Appeals for the Armed Forces for a 
term of fifteen years to expire on the 
date prescribed by law; that there be 10 
minutes for debate equally divided in 
the usual form on the nomination; that 
upon the use or yielding back of time, 
the Senate vote on the nomination 
without intervening action or debate; 
that if confirmed, the motion to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon 

the table; that any statements related 
to the nomination be printed in the 
RECORD, and that the President be im-
mediately notified of the Senate’s ac-
tion and the Senate resume legislative 
session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

JUSTICE AND MENTAL HEALTH 
COLLABORATION REAUTHORIZA-
TION ACT OF 2022 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
that the Chair lay before the Senate 
the message to accompany S. 3846. 

The Presiding Officer laid before the 
Senate the following message from the 
House of Representatives: 

Resolved, That the bill from the Senate (S. 
3846) entitled ‘‘An Act to reauthorize the 
Justice and Mental Health Collaboration 
Program, and for other purposes’’, do pass 
with an amendment. 

MOTION TO CONCUR 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I 
move to concur in the House amend-
ment, and I ask unanimous consent 
that the motion be agreed to and that 
the motion to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

LANCE CORPORAL DANA CORNELL 
DARNELL VA CLINIC 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs be dis-
charged and the Senate proceed to the 
immediate consideration of H.R. 5943. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 5943) to designate the out-
patient clinic of the Department of Veterans 
Affairs in Greenville, South Carolina, as the 
‘‘Lance Corporal Dana Cornell Darnell VA 
Clinic’’. 

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged and the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the bill be 
considered read a third time and passed 
and that the motion to reconsider be 
considered made and laid upon the 
table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 5943) was ordered to a 
third reading, was read the third time, 
and passed. 

f 

RECOGNIZING INTERSCHOLASTIC 
ATHLETIC ADMINISTRATORS’ DAY 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of S. Res. 
872, which is at the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 872) recognizing Inter-
scholastic Athletic Administrators’ Day on 
December 14, 2022. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to, 
the preamble be agreed to, and the mo-
tions to reconsider be considered made 
and laid upon the table with no inter-
vening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 872) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

AUTHORIZING THE PRODUCTION 
OF RECORDS BY THE SEC-
RETARY OF THE SENATE AND 
THE SENATE SERGEANT AT 
ARMS 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 873, which was sub-
mitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 873) to authorize the 
production of records by the Secretary of the 
Senate and the Senate Sergeant at Arms. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, the 
Secretary of the Senate and the Senate 
Sergeant at Arms have received from 
the Department of Homeland Security 
subpoenas for personnel records of a 
Sergeant at Arms employee sought in 
connection with an administrative in-
vestigation. 

In keeping with the Senate’s practice 
under its rules, this resolution would 
authorize the Secretary and the Ser-
geant at Arms to provide these per-
sonnel records to the Homeland Secu-
rity Department for use in this matter. 

U.S. SENATE, 
OFFICE OF SENATE LEGAL COUNSEL, 

Washington, DC. 
To: The Hon. Charles E. Schumer and The 

Hon. Mitch McConnell. 
cc: The Hon. Soncceria Ann Berry and The 

Hon. Karen Gibson. 
From: Patricia Mack Bryan and Morgan J. 

Frankel. 
Re: Production of records of the Secretary of 

the Senate and the Senate Sergeant at 
Arms. 

Date: December 6, 2022. 
The Secretary of the Senate and the Sen-

ate Sergeant at Arms have received from the 
Department of Homeland Security subpoenas 
for personnel records of an employee of the 
Sergeant at Arms. U.S. Citizenship and Im-
migration Services is conducting an admin-
istrative investigation in an immigration 
marriage fraud matter focusing on a third 
party and has determined that the personnel 
records of a Senate employee are needed for 
the proper adjudication of that matter. 

Both the Secretary and the Sergeant at 
Arms would like to cooperate with these 
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records requests of the Homeland Security 
Department. 

In accordance with Senate Rule XI and the 
Senate’s practice, the accompanying resolu-
tion would provide the Secretary and the 
Sergeant at Arms with authority to provide 
these personnel records to the Homeland Se-
curity Department. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I further ask unani-
mous consent that the resolution be 
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to, 
and the motions to reconsider be con-
sidered made and laid upon the table 
with no intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 873) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

ALASKA SALMON RESEARCH TASK 
FORCE ACT 

Mr. SCHUMER: Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 644, S. 3429. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (S. 3429) to establish an Alaska 
Salmon Research Task Force. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill, which 
had been reported from the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation, with an amendment to strike 
all after the enacting clause and insert 
in lieu thereof the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Alaska Salmon 
Research Task Force Act’’. 
SEC. 2. PURPOSES. 

The purposes of this Act are— 
(1) to ensure that Pacific salmon trends in 

Alaska regarding productivity and abundance 
are characterized and that research needs are 
identified; 

(2) to prioritize scientific research needs for 
Pacific salmon in Alaska; 

(3) to address the increased variability or de-
cline in Pacific salmon returns in Alaska by cre-
ating a coordinated salmon research strategy; 
and 

(4) to support collaboration and coordination 
for Pacific salmon conservation efforts in Alas-
ka. 
SEC. 3. SENSE OF CONGRESS. 

It is the sense of Congress that— 
(1) salmon are an essential part of Alaska’s 

fisheries, including subsistence, commercial, and 
recreational uses, and there is an urgent need to 
better understand the freshwater and marine bi-
ology and ecology of salmon, a migratory species 
that crosses many borders, and for a coordi-
nated salmon research strategy to address salm-
on returns that are in decline or experiencing 
increased variability; 

(2) salmon are an essential element for the 
well-being and health of Alaskans; and 

(3) there is a unique relationship between peo-
ple of Indigenous heritage and the salmon they 
rely on for subsistence and traditional and cul-
tural practices. 
SEC. 4. ALASKA SALMON RESEARCH TASK FORCE. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days after 
the date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary 
of Commerce, in consultation with the Governor 

of Alaska, shall convene an Alaska Salmon Re-
search Task Force (referred to in this section as 
the ‘‘Research Task Force’’) to— 

(1) review existing Pacific salmon research; 
(2) identify applied research needed to better 

understand the increased variability and declin-
ing salmon returns in some regions of Alaska; 
and 

(3) support sustainable management of salmon 
in Alaska. 

(b) COMPOSITION AND APPOINTMENT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Research Task Force 

shall be composed of not fewer than 13 and not 
more than 19 members, who shall be appointed 
under paragraphs (2) and (3). 

(2) APPOINTMENT BY SECRETARY.—The Sec-
retary of Commerce shall appoint members to 
the Research Task Force as follows: 

(A) One representative from each of the fol-
lowing: 

(i) The National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration who is knowledgeable about 
salmon and salmon research efforts in Alaska 
and is from the Alaska Region. 

(ii) The North Pacific Fishery Management 
Council. 

(iii) The United States section of the Pacific 
Salmon Commission. 

(B) Not less than 2 and not more than 5 rep-
resentatives from each of the following cat-
egories, at least 2 of whom shall represent Alas-
ka Natives who possess personal knowledge of, 
and direct experience with, subsistence uses in 
rural Alaska, to be appointed with due regard to 
differences in regional perspectives and experi-
ence: 

(i) Residents of Alaska who possess personal 
knowledge of, and direct experience with, sub-
sistence uses in rural Alaska. 

(ii) Alaska fishing industry representatives 
throughout the salmon supply chain, including 
from— 

(I) directed commercial fishing; 
(II) recreational fishing; 
(III) charter fishing; 
(IV) seafood processors; 
(V) salmon prohibited species catch (bycatch) 

users; or 
(VI) hatcheries. 
(C) 5 representatives who are academic experts 

in salmon biology, salmon management, salmon 
ecology (marine and freshwater), or comprehen-
sive marine research planning in the North Pa-
cific. 

(3) APPOINTMENT BY THE GOVERNOR OF ALAS-
KA.—The Governor of Alaska shall appoint to 
the Research Task Force one representative 
from the State of Alaska who is knowledgeable 
about the State of Alaska’s salmon management 
and research efforts. 

(c) DUTIES.— 
(1) REVIEW.—The Research Task Force shall— 
(A) conduct a review of Pacific salmon science 

relevant to understanding and managing salm-
on returns in Alaska, including an examination 
of— 

(i) traditional ecological knowledge of salmon 
populations and their ecosystems; 

(ii) marine carrying capacity and density de-
pendent constraints, including an examination 
of interactions with other salmon species, and 
with forage base in marine ecosystems; 

(iii) life-cycle and stage-specific mortality; 
(iv) genetic sampling and categorization of 

population structure within salmon species in 
Alaska; 

(v) methods for predicting run-timing and 
stock sizes; 

(vi) oceanographic models that provide insight 
into stock distribution, growth, and survival; 

(vii) freshwater, estuarine, and marine proc-
esses that affect survival of smolts; 

(viii) climate effects on freshwater and marine 
habitats; 

(ix) predator/prey interactions between salmon 
and marine mammals or other predators; and 

(x) salmon productivity trends in other re-
gions, both domestic and international, that put 

Alaska salmon populations in a broader geo-
graphic context; and 

(B) identify scientific research gaps in under-
standing the Pacific salmon life cycle in Alaska. 

(2) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after the 
date the Research Task Force is convened, the 
Research Task Force shall submit to the Sec-
retary of Commerce, the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the Sen-
ate, the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works of the Senate, the Subcommittee on Com-
merce, Justice, Science, and Related Agencies of 
the Committee on Appropriations of the Senate, 
the Committee on Natural Resources of the 
House of Representatives, the Subcommittee on 
Commerce, Justice, Science, and Related Agen-
cies of the Committee on Appropriations of the 
House of Representatives, and the Alaska State 
Legislature, and make publicly available, a re-
port— 

(A) describing the review conducted under 
paragraph (1); and 

(B) that includes— 
(i) recommendations on filling knowledge gaps 

that warrant further scientific inquiry; and 
(ii) findings from the reports of work groups 

submitted under subsection (d)(2)(C). 
(d) ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS.— 
(1) CHAIRPERSON AND VICE CHAIRPERSON.—The 

Research Task Force shall select a Chair and 
Vice Chair by vote from among the members of 
the Research Task Force. 

(2) WORK GROUPS.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Research Task Force— 
(i) not later than 30 days after the date of the 

establishment of the Research Task Force, shall 
establish a work group focused specifically on 
salmon returns in the AYK (Arctic-Yukon- 
Kuskoskim) regions of Western Alaska; and 

(ii) may establish additional regionally or 
stock focused work groups within the Research 
Task Force, as members determine appropriate. 

(B) COMPOSITION.—Each work group estab-
lished under this subsection shall— 

(i) consist of not less than 5 individuals who— 
(I) are knowledgeable about the stock or re-

gion under consideration; and 
(II) need not be members of the Research Task 

Force; and 
(ii) be balanced in terms of stakeholder rep-

resentation, including commercial, recreational, 
and subsistence fisheries, as well as experts in 
statistical, biological, economic, social, or other 
scientific information as relevant to the work 
group’s focus. 

(C) REPORTS.—Not later than 9 months after 
the date the Research Task Force is convened, 
each work group established under this sub-
section shall submit a report with the work 
group’s findings to the Research Task Force. 

(3) COMPENSATION.—Each member of the Re-
search Task Force shall serve without com-
pensation. 

(4) ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT.—The Secretary 
of Commerce shall provide such administrative 
support as is necessary for the Research Task 
Force and its work groups to carry out their du-
ties, including support for virtual or in-person 
participation and travel expenses. 

(e) FEDERAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE ACT.—The 
Federal Advisory Committee Act (5 U.S.C. App.) 
shall not apply to the Research Task Force. 
SEC. 5. DEFINITION OF PACIFIC SALMON. 

In this Act, the term ‘‘Pacific salmon’’ means 
salmon that originates in Alaskan waters. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Sullivan substitute 
amendment at the desk be considered 
and agreed to; that the committee-re-
ported substitute, as amended, be 
agreed to; that the bill, as amended, be 
considered read a third time and 
passed; and that the motion to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon 
the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
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The amendment (No. 6523), in the na-

ture of a substitute, was agreed to, as 
follows: 

(Purpose: In the nature of a substitute) 
Strike all after the enacting clause and in-

sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Alaska 
Salmon Research Task Force Act’’. 
SEC. 2. PURPOSES. 

The purposes of this Act are— 
(1) to ensure that Pacific salmon trends in 

Alaska regarding productivity and abun-
dance are characterized and that research 
needs are identified; 

(2) to prioritize scientific research needs 
for Pacific salmon in Alaska; 

(3) to address the increased variability or 
decline in Pacific salmon returns in Alaska 
by creating a coordinated salmon research 
strategy; and 

(4) to support collaboration and coordina-
tion for Pacific salmon conservation efforts 
in Alaska. 
SEC. 3. SENSE OF CONGRESS. 

It is the sense of Congress that— 
(1) salmon are an essential part of Alaska’s 

fisheries, including subsistence, commercial, 
and recreational uses, and there is an urgent 
need to better understand the freshwater and 
marine biology and ecology of salmon, a mi-
gratory species that crosses many borders, 
and for a coordinated salmon research strat-
egy to address salmon returns that are in de-
cline or experiencing increased variability; 

(2) salmon are an essential element for the 
well-being and health of Alaskans; and 

(3) there is a unique relationship between 
people of Indigenous heritage and the salmon 
they rely on for subsistence and traditional 
and cultural practices. 
SEC. 4. ALASKA SALMON RESEARCH TASK FORCE. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days 
after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary of Commerce, in consultation with 
the Governor of Alaska, shall convene an 
Alaska Salmon Research Task Force (re-
ferred to in this section as the ‘‘Research 
Task Force’’) to— 

(1) review existing Pacific salmon research 
in Alaska; 

(2) identify applied research needed to bet-
ter understand the increased variability and 
declining salmon returns in some regions of 
Alaska; and 

(3) support sustainable salmon runs in 
Alaska. 

(b) COMPOSITION AND APPOINTMENT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Research Task Force 

shall be composed of not fewer than 13 and 
not more than 19 members, who shall be ap-
pointed under paragraphs (2) and (3). 

(2) APPOINTMENT BY SECRETARY.—The Sec-
retary of Commerce shall appoint members 
to the Research Task Force as follows: 

(A) One representative from each of the 
following: 

(i) The National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration who is knowledgeable about 
salmon and salmon research efforts in Alas-
ka. 

(ii) The North Pacific Fishery Management 
Council. 

(iii) The United States section of the Pa-
cific Salmon Commission. 

(B) Not less than 2 and not more than 5 
representatives from each of the following 
categories, at least 2 of whom shall represent 
Alaska Natives who possess personal knowl-
edge of, and direct experience with, subsist-
ence uses in rural Alaska, to be appointed 
with due regard to differences in regional 
perspectives and experience: 

(i) Residents of Alaska who possess per-
sonal knowledge of, and direct experience 
with, subsistence uses in rural Alaska. 

(ii) Alaska fishing industry representatives 
throughout the salmon supply chain, includ-
ing from— 

(I) directed commercial fishing; 
(II) recreational fishing; 
(III) charter fishing; 
(IV) seafood processors; 
(V) salmon prohibited species catch (by-

catch) users; or 
(VI) hatcheries. 
(C) 5 representatives who are academic ex-

perts in salmon biology, salmon ecology 
(marine and freshwater), salmon habitat res-
toration and conservation, or comprehensive 
marine research planning in the North Pa-
cific. 

(3) APPOINTMENT BY THE GOVERNOR OF ALAS-
KA.—The Governor of Alaska shall appoint to 
the Research Task Force one representative 
from the State of Alaska who is knowledge-
able about the State of Alaska’s salmon re-
search efforts. 

(c) DUTIES.— 
(1) REVIEW.—The Research Task Force 

shall— 
(A) conduct a review of Pacific salmon 

science relevant to understanding salmon re-
turns in Alaska, including an examination 
of— 

(i) traditional ecological knowledge of 
salmon populations and their ecosystems; 

(ii) marine carrying capacity and density 
dependent constraints, including an exam-
ination of interactions with other salmon 
species, and with forage base in marine eco-
systems; 

(iii) life-cycle and stage-specific mortality; 
(iv) genetic sampling and categorization of 

population structure within salmon species 
in Alaska; 

(v) methods for predicting run-timing and 
stock sizes; 

(vi) oceanographic models that provide in-
sight into stock distribution, growth, and 
survival; 

(vii) freshwater, estuarine, and marine 
processes that affect survival of smolts; 

(viii) climate effects on freshwater and ma-
rine habitats; 

(ix) predator/prey interactions between 
salmon and marine mammals or other preda-
tors; and 

(x) salmon productivity trends in other re-
gions, both domestic and international, that 
put Alaska salmon populations in a broader 
geographic context; and 

(B) identify scientific research gaps in un-
derstanding the Pacific salmon life cycle in 
Alaska. 

(2) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after 
the date the Research Task Force is con-
vened, the Research Task Force shall submit 
to the Secretary of Commerce, the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation of the Senate, the Committee on En-
vironment and Public Works of the Senate, 
the Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, 
Science, and Related Agencies of the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the Senate, the 
Committee on Natural Resources of the 
House of Representatives, the Subcommittee 
on Commerce, Justice, Science, and Related 
Agencies of the Committee on Appropria-
tions of the House of Representatives, and 
the Alaska State Legislature, and make pub-
licly available, a report— 

(A) describing the review conducted under 
paragraph (1); and 

(B) that includes— 
(i) recommendations on filling knowledge 

gaps that warrant further scientific inquiry; 
and 

(ii) findings from the reports of work 
groups submitted under subsection (d)(2)(C). 

(d) ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS.— 
(1) CHAIRPERSON AND VICE CHAIRPERSON.— 

The Research Task Force shall select a Chair 

and Vice Chair by vote from among the 
members of the Research Task Force. 

(2) WORK GROUPS.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Research Task 

Force— 
(i) not later than 30 days after the date of 

the establishment of the Research Task 
Force, shall establish a work group focused 
specifically on the research needs associated 
with salmon returns in the AYK (Arctic- 
Yukon-Kuskokwim) regions of Western Alas-
ka; and 

(ii) may establish additional regionally or 
stock focused work groups within the Re-
search Task Force, as members determine 
appropriate. 

(B) COMPOSITION.—Each work group estab-
lished under this subsection shall— 

(i) consist of not less than 5 individuals 
who— 

(I) are knowledgeable about the stock or 
region under consideration; and 

(II) need not be members of the Research 
Task Force; and 

(ii) be balanced in terms of stakeholder 
representation, including commercial, rec-
reational, and subsistence fisheries, as well 
as experts in statistical, biological, eco-
nomic, social, or other scientific information 
as relevant to the work group’s focus. 

(C) REPORTS.—Not later than 9 months 
after the date the Research Task Force is 
convened, each work group established under 
this subsection shall submit a report with 
the work group’s findings to the Research 
Task Force. 

(3) COMPENSATION.—Each member of the 
Research Task Force shall serve without 
compensation. 

(4) ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT.—The Sec-
retary of Commerce shall provide such ad-
ministrative support as is necessary for the 
Research Task Force and its work groups to 
carry out their duties, which may include 
support for virtual or in-person participation 
and travel expenses. 

(e) FEDERAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE ACT.— 
The Federal Advisory Committee Act (5 
U.S.C. App.) shall not apply to the Research 
Task Force. 
SEC. 5. DEFINITION OF PACIFIC SALMON. 

In this Act, the term ‘‘Pacific salmon’’ 
means salmon that originates in Alaskan 
waters. 

The committee-reported amendment, 
in the nature of a substitute, as amend-
ed, was agreed to. 

The bill (S. 3429), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and 
passed. 

f 

GREAT LAKES FISH AND WILD-
LIFE RESTORATION REAUTHOR-
IZATION ACT OF 2022 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public 
Works be discharged from further con-
sideration of H.R. 5973 and that the 
Senate proceed to its immediate con-
sideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 5973) to reauthorize the Great 
Lakes Fish and Wildlife Restoration Act of 
1990, and for other purposes. 

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 
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Mr. SCHUMER. I further ask that the 

bill be considered read a third time and 
passed and that the motion to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon 
the table with no intervening action or 
debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 5973) was ordered to a 
third reading, was read the third time, 
and passed. 

f 

ERADICATING NARCOTIC DRUGS 
AND FORMULATING EFFECTIVE 
NEW TOOLS TO ADDRESS NA-
TIONAL YEARLY LOSSES OF 
LIFE ACT 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 544, S. 4460. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (S. 4460) to require the Commissioner 
of U.S. Customs and Border Protection to 
regularly review and update policies and 
manuals related to inspections at ports of 
entry. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill, which 
had been reported from the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs, with an amendment to 
strike all after the enacting clause and 
insert in lieu thereof the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLES. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Eradicating 
Narcotic Drugs and Formulating Effective New 
Tools to Address National Yearly Losses of life 
Act’’ or the ‘‘END FENTANYL Act’’. 
SEC. 2. ENSURING TIMELY UPDATES TO U.S. CUS-

TOMS AND BORDER PROTECTION 
FIELD MANUALS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not less frequently than tri-
ennially, the Commissioner of U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection shall review and update, as 
necessary, the current policies and manuals of 
the Office of Field Operations related to inspec-
tions at ports of entry to ensure the uniform im-
plementation of inspection practices that will ef-
fectively respond to technological and methodo-
logical changes designed to disguise illegal ac-
tivity, such as the smuggling of drugs and hu-
mans, along the border. 

(b) REPORTING REQUIREMENT.—Shortly after 
each update required under subsection (a), the 
Commissioner of U.S. Customs and Border Pro-
tection shall submit a report to the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs of the Senate and the Committee on Home-
land Security of the House of Representatives 
that summarizes the policy and manual changes 
implemented by such update. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the committee-reported sub-
stitute amendment be considered and 
agreed to; that the bill, as amended, be 
considered read a third time and 
passed; and that the motion to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon 
the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The committee-reported amendment 
in the nature of a substitute was 
agreed to. 

The bill (S. 4460), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-

ing, was read the third time, and 
passed. 

f 

LOBBYING DISCLOSURE 
IMPROVEMENT ACT 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 564, S. 4893. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (S. 4893) to amend the Lobbying Dis-
closure Act of 1995 to require certain disclo-
sures by registrants regarding exemptions 
under the Foreign Agents Registration Act 
of 1938, as amended. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill, which 
had been reported from the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the bill be considered read a 
third time and passed and that the mo-
tion to reconsider be considered made 
and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (S. 4893) was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading, was read 
the third time, and passed, as follows: 

S. 4893 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Lobbying 
Disclosure Improvement Act’’. 
SEC. 2. REGISTRANT DISCLOSURE REGARDING 

FOREIGN AGENT REGISTRATION EX-
EMPTION. 

Section 4(b) of the Lobbying Disclosure 
Act of 1995 (2 U.S.C. 1603(b)) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (6), by striking ‘‘; and’’ and 
inserting a semicolon; 

(2) in paragraph (7), by striking the period 
at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(8) a statement as to whether the reg-

istrant is exempt under section 3(h) of the 
Foreign Agents Registration Act of 1938, as 
amended (22 U.S.C. 613(h)).’’. 

f 

FEMA CASEWORKER 
ACCOUNTABILITY ACT 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 550, H.R. 5343. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 5343) to direct the Comptroller 
General of the United States to submit a re-
port to Congress on case management per-
sonnel turnover of the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency, and for other purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill, which 
had been reported from the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs, with an amendment to 
strike all after the enacting clause and 
insert in lieu thereof the following: 

H.R. 5343 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘FEMA Case-
worker Accountability Act’’. 
SEC. 2. REPORT ON STAFF TURNOVER. 

Not later than 180 days after the date of en-
actment of this Act, the Comptroller General of 
the United States shall submit to Congress a re-
port containing— 

(1) the turnover rate for case management per-
sonnel of the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency; 

(2) the average and median length of employ-
ment for the personnel described in paragraph 
(1); 

(3) the steps that the Agency is taking, or 
plans to take, to lower the rate of turnover for 
the personnel described in paragraph (1); 

(4) the number of personnel of the Agency 
that is detailed to work disaster recovery and 
then return to such personnel’s full time assign-
ment after a disaster, disaggregated by full-time, 
part-time, temporary, and contract personnel; 
and 

(5) the average time and median length of the 
rotations of personnel described in paragraph 
(4) and how often rotations and reassignment of 
personnel occur for each disaster recovery posi-
tion and function, disaggregated by full-time, 
part-time, temporary, and contract personnel. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the committee-reported sub-
stitute be agreed to; that the bill, as 
amended, be considered read a third 
time and passed; and that the motion 
to reconsider be considered made and 
laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The committee-reported amendment 
in the nature of a substitute was 
agreed to. 

The amendment was ordered to be 
engrossed and the bill to be read a 
third time. 

The bill was read the third time. 
The bill (H.R. 5343), as amended, was 

passed. 
f 

IDENTIFYING AND ELIMINATING 
WASTEFUL PROGRAMS ACT 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 572, S. 2135. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (S. 2135) to amend title 31, United 
States Code, to require the Chief Operating 
Officer of each agency to compile a list of 
unnecessary programs, and for other pur-
poses. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill, which 
had been reported from the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs, with an amendment to 
strike all after the enacting clause and 
insert in lieu thereof the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Identifying and 
Eliminating Wasteful Programs Act’’. 
SEC. 2. IDENTIFICATION AND ELIMINATION OF 

UNNECESSARY AGENCY PROGRAMS 
OR PROGRAM ACTIVITIES. 

(a) TRANSPARENCY OF PROGRAMS, PRIORITY 
GOALS, AND RESULTS.—Section 1122(a)(3)(D) of 
title 31, United States Code, is amended— 
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(1) by redesignating clauses (vi) and (vii) as 

clauses (vii) and (ix), respectively; 
(2) by inserting after clause (v) the following: 
‘‘(vi) to the extent practicable and consistent 

with guidance issued by the Director of the Of-
fice of Management and Budget, information 
provided in the annual budget justification ma-
terials submitted in conjunction with the budget 
of the United States Government submitted 
under section 1105(a) in accordance with section 
3(a) of the Federal Funding Accountability and 
Transparency Act of 2006 (31 U.S.C. 6101 
note);’’; and 

(3) in clause (vii), as so redesignated, by strik-
ing ‘‘accountability; and’’ and inserting ‘‘ac-
countability, including information included in 
the list compiled under section 1127(b)(1); and’’. 

(b) IDENTIFICATION OF UNNECESSARY AGENCY 
PROGRAMS OR PROGRAM ACTIVITIES.—Chapter 
11 of title 31, United States Code, is amended by 
adding at the end the following: 

‘‘§ 1127. Identification of unnecessary agency 
programs or program activities 
‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(1) AGENCY.—The term ‘agency’ has the 

meaning given the term in section 1108(a). 
‘‘(2) PROGRAM.—The term ‘program’ has the 

meaning given the term in section 1122(a)(1). 
‘‘(3) PROGRAM ACTIVITY.—The term ‘program 

activity’ has the meaning given the term in sec-
tion 1115(h). 

‘‘(b) AGENCY IDENTIFICATION OF UNNECESSARY 
PROGRAMS OR PROGRAM ACTIVITIES.—Not later 
than the 20 days after the date on which the 
President transmits the budget of the United 
States Government under section 1105(a) each 
year, and based on guidance provided by the 
Director of the Office of Management and 
Budget, the Chief Operating Officer of each 
agency shall— 

‘‘(1) compile a list that identifies any program 
or program activity of the agency that— 

‘‘(A) is unnecessary, defunct, or duplicative of 
another program or program activity of the 
agency; 

‘‘(B) another agency could administer more 
effectively; or 

‘‘(C) could operate more effectively if the pro-
gram or activity were consolidated with other 
programs or activities; 

‘‘(2) publish the list compiled under para-
graph (1) in— 

‘‘(A) with respect to each list compiled before 
the date of the implementation described in sec-
tion 9601(b)(3) of title XCVI of the William M. 
(Mac) Thornberry National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2021 (31 U.S.C. 1122 
note) of the program inventory described in sec-
tion 1122(a)(2)(B)(i) of this title, the pilot pro-
gram described in section 9601(b)(2)(B) of title 
XCVI of that Act; and 

‘‘(B) with respect to each successive list, the 
program inventory described in section 
1122(a)(2)(B)(i); and 

‘‘(3) submit the list compiled under paragraph 
(1) to— 

‘‘(A) the relevant congressional committees of 
jurisdiction of the agency; 

‘‘(B) the Committee on Appropriations of the 
Senate; 

‘‘(C) the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs of the Senate; 

‘‘(D) the Committee on Appropriations of the 
House of Representatives; and 

‘‘(E) the Committee on Oversight and Reform 
of the House of Representatives. 

‘‘(c) RECOMMENDATIONS.—Based on guidance 
issued by the Director of the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget, the head of an agency may 
submit to Congress recommendations for statu-
tory changes to eliminate or consolidate pro-
grams or program activities identified under 
subsection (b)(1).’’. 

(c) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of sec-
tions for chapter 11 of title 31, United States 
Code, is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘1127. Identification of unnecessary agency pro-
grams or program activities’’. 

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made 
by this section shall take effect on the date that 
is 120 days after the date of enactment of this 
Act. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the committee-reported sub-
stitute amendment be withdrawn; that 
the Hassan substitute amendment, 
which is at the desk, be considered and 
agreed to; that the bill, as amended, be 
considered read a third time and 
passed; and that the motion to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon 
the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The committee-reported amendment 
in the nature of a substitute was with-
drawn. 

The amendment (No. 6524) in the na-
ture of a substitute was agreed to as 
follows: 

(Purpose: In the nature of a substitute) 
Strike all after the enacting clause and in-

sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Identifying 
and Eliminating Wasteful Programs Act’’. 
SEC. 2. IDENTIFICATION AND ELIMINATION OF 

UNNECESSARY AGENCY PROGRAMS 
OR PROGRAM ACTIVITIES. 

(a) TRANSPARENCY OF PROGRAMS, PRIORITY 
GOALS, AND RESULTS.—Section 1122(a)(3)(D) 
of title 31, United States Code, is amended— 

(1) by redesignating clauses (vi) and (vii) as 
clauses (vii) and (viii), respectively; 

(2) by inserting after clause (v) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(vi) to the extent practicable and con-
sistent with guidance issued by the Director 
of the Office of Management and Budget, 
budget justification materials described in 
section 3(b)(2)(B) of the Federal Funding Ac-
countability and Transparency Act of 2006 
(31 U.S.C. 6101 note);’’; and 

(3) in clause (vii), as so redesignated, by 
striking ‘‘accountability; and’’ and inserting 
‘‘accountability, including information in-
cluded in the list compiled under section 
1127(b)(1); and’’. 

(b) IDENTIFICATION OF UNNECESSARY AGEN-
CY PROGRAMS OR PROGRAM ACTIVITIES.— 
Chapter 11 of title 31, United States Code, is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘§ 1127. Identification of unnecessary agency 

programs or program activities 
‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(1) AGENCY.—The term ‘agency’ has the 

meaning given the term in section 1108(a). 
‘‘(2) PROGRAM.—The term ‘program’ has 

the meaning given the term in section 
1122(a)(1). 

‘‘(3) PROGRAM ACTIVITY.—The term ‘pro-
gram activity’ has the meaning given the 
term in section 1115(h). 

‘‘(b) AGENCY IDENTIFICATION OF UNNECES-
SARY PROGRAMS OR PROGRAM ACTIVITIES.— 
Not later than 20 days after the date on 
which the President transmits the budget of 
the United States Government under section 
1105(a) each year, and based on guidance pro-
vided by the Director of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget, the Chief Operating Of-
ficer of each agency shall— 

‘‘(1) compile a list that identifies any pro-
gram or program activity of the agency 
that— 

‘‘(A) is unnecessary, defunct, or unneces-
sarily duplicative of another program or pro-
gram activity of the agency; 

‘‘(B) another agency could administer more 
effectively; or 

‘‘(C) could operate more effectively if the 
program or activity were consolidated with 
other programs or activities; 

‘‘(2) publish the list compiled under para-
graph (1) in— 

‘‘(A) with respect to each list compiled be-
fore the date of the implementation de-
scribed in section 9601(b)(3) of title XCVI of 
the William M. (Mac) Thornberry National 
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 
2021 (31 U.S.C. 1122 note) of the program in-
ventory described in section 1122(a)(2)(B)(i) 
of this title, the pilot program described in 
section 9601(b)(2)(B) of title XCVI of that 
Act; and 

‘‘(B) with respect to each successive list, 
the program inventory described in section 
1122(a)(2)(B)(i); and 

‘‘(3) submit the list compiled under para-
graph (1) to— 

‘‘(A) the relevant congressional commit-
tees of jurisdiction of the agency; 

‘‘(B) the Committee on Appropriations of 
the Senate; 

‘‘(C) the Committee on Homeland Security 
and Governmental Affairs of the Senate; 

‘‘(D) the Committee on Appropriations of 
the House of Representatives; and 

‘‘(E) the Committee on Oversight and Re-
form of the House of Representatives. 

‘‘(c) RECOMMENDATIONS.—Based on guid-
ance issued by the Director of the Office of 
Management and Budget, the head of an 
agency may submit to Congress rec-
ommendations for statutory changes to 
eliminate or consolidate programs or pro-
gram activities identified under subsection 
(b)(1).’’. 

(c) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
sections for chapter 11 of title 31, United 
States Code, is amended by adding at the end 
the following: 
‘‘1127. Identification of unnecessary agency 

programs or program activi-
ties’’. 

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall take effect on the 
date that is 120 days after the date of enact-
ment of this Act. 

The bill (S. 2135) was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading, was read 
the third time, and passed. 

f 

NO TIKTOK ON GOVERNMENT 
DEVICES ACT 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar 642, S. 1143. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (S. 1143) to prohibit certain individ-
uals from downloading or using TikTok on 
any device issued by the United States or a 
government corporation. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the bill be considered read a 
third time and passed and the motion 
to reconsider be considered made and 
laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (S. 1143) was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading, was read 
the third time, and passed as follows: 

S. 1143 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
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SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘No TikTok 
on Government Devices Act’’. 
SEC. 2. PROHIBITION ON THE USE OF TIKTOK. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section— 
(1) the term ‘‘covered application’’ means 

the social networking service TikTok or any 
successor application or service developed or 
provided by ByteDance Limited or an entity 
owned by ByteDance Limited; 

(2) the term ‘‘executive agency’’ has the 
meaning given that term in section 133 of 
title 41, United States Code; and 

(3) the term ‘‘information technology’’ has 
the meaning given that term in section 11101 
of title 40, United States Code. 

(b) PROHIBITION ON THE USE OF TIKTOK.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 60 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Director of the Office of Management 
and Budget, in consultation with the Admin-
istrator of General Services, the Director of 
the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Secu-
rity Agency, the Director of National Intel-
ligence, and the Secretary of Defense, and 
consistent with the information security re-
quirements under subchapter II of chapter 35 
of title 44, United States Code, shall develop 
standards and guidelines for executive agen-
cies requiring the removal of any covered ap-
plication from information technology. 

(2) NATIONAL SECURITY AND RESEARCH EX-
CEPTIONS.—The standards and guidelines de-
veloped under paragraph (1) shall include— 

(A) exceptions for law enforcement activi-
ties, national security interests and activi-
ties, and security researchers; and 

(B) for any authorized use of a covered ap-
plication under an exception, requirements 
for agencies to develop and document risk 
mitigation actions for such use. 

f 

HAZARD ELIGIBILITY AND LOCAL 
PROJECTS ACT 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be discharged and 
the Senate now proceed to the imme-
diate consideration of H.R. 1917. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 1917) to modify eligibility re-
quirements for certain hazard mitigation as-
sistance programs, and for other purposes. 

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged and the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Peters substitute amend-
ment, which is at the desk, be consid-
ered and agreed to; that the bill, as 
amended, be considered read a third 
time and passed; and that the motion 
to reconsider be considered made and 
laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment (No. 6525) in the na-
ture of a substitute was agreed to, as 
follows: 

(Purpose: In the nature of a substitute) 
Strike all after the enacting clause and in-

sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Hazard Eli-
gibility and Local Projects Act’’. 
SEC. 2. AUTHORITY TO BEGIN IMPLEMENTATION 

OF ACQUISITION AND DEMOLITION 
ASSISTANCE PROJECTS. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 

(1) ADMINISTRATOR.—The term ‘‘Adminis-
trator’’ means the Administrator of the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency. 

(2) COVERED PROJECT.—The term ‘‘covered 
project’’ means a project that— 

(A) is an acquisition and demolition 
project for which an entity began implemen-
tation, including planning or construction, 
before or after requesting assistance for the 
project under a hazard mitigation assistance 
program; and 

(B) qualifies for a categorical exclusion 
under the National Environmental Policy 
Act of 1969 ( 42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.). 

(3) HAZARD MITIGATION ASSISTANCE PRO-
GRAM.—The term ‘‘hazard mitigation assist-
ance program’’ means— 

(A) any grant program authorized under 
section 203 of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster 
Relief and Emergency Assistance Act (42 
U.S.C. 5133); 

(B) the hazard mitigation grant program 
authorized under section 404 of the Robert T. 
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency As-
sistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5170c); and 

(C) the flood mitigation assistance pro-
gram authorized under section 1366 of the 
National Flood Insurance Act of 1968 (42 
U.S.C. 4104c). 

(b) ELIGIBILITY FOR ASSISTANCE FOR COV-
ERED PROJECTS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—An entity seeking assist-
ance under a hazard mitigation assistance 
program may be eligible to receive that as-
sistance for a covered project if— 

(A) the entity— 
(i) complies with all other eligibility re-

quirements of the hazard mitigation assist-
ance program for acquisition or demolition 
projects, including extinguishing all incom-
patible encumbrances; and 

(ii) complies with all Federal requirements 
for the covered project; and 

(B) the Administrator determines that the 
covered project— 

(i) qualifies for a categorical exclusion 
under the National Environmental Policy 
Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.); 

(ii) is compliant with applicable floodplain 
management and protection of wetland regu-
lations and criteria; and 

(iii) does not require consultation under 
any other environmental or historic preser-
vation law or regulation or involve any ex-
traordinary circumstances. 

(2) COSTS INCURRED.—An entity seeking as-
sistance under a hazard mitigation assist-
ance program shall be responsible for any 
project costs incurred by the entity for a 
covered project if the covered project is not 
awarded, or is determined to be ineligible 
for, assistance. 

(c) APPLICABILITY.—This Act shall apply to 
covered projects started on or after the date 
of enactment of this Act. 

(d) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after 
the date of enactment of this Act, and annu-
ally thereafter for 3 years, the Administrator 
shall submit to Congress a report on use of 
the authority under this Act, including— 

(1) how many applicants used the author-
ity; 

(2) how many applicants using the author-
ity successfully obtained a grant; 

(3) how many applicants were not able to 
successfully obtain a grant; 

(4) the reasons applicants were not able to 
obtain a grant; and 

(5) the extent to which applicants using 
the authority were able to comply with all 
necessary Federal environmental, historic 
preservation, and other related laws and reg-
ulations. 

(e) TERMINATION.—The authority provided 
under this Act shall cease to be effective on 
the date that is 3 years after the date of en-
actment of this Act. 

The amendment was ordered to be 
engrossed and the bill to be read a 
third time. 

The bill was read the third time. 
The bill (H.R. 1917), as amended, was 

passed. 
f 

SMALL BUSINESS CYBER 
TRAINING ACT OF 2022 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
the Chair lay before the Senate the 
message to accompany S. 1687. 

The Presiding Officer laid before the 
Senate the following message from the 
House of Representatives: 

Resolved, That the bill from the Senate (S. 
1687) entitled ‘‘An Act to amend section 21 of 
the Small Business Act to require cyber cer-
tification for small business development 
center counselors, and for other purposes.’’, 
do pass with an amendment. 

MOTION TO CONCUR 

Mr. SCHUMER. I move to concur in 
the House amendment, and I ask unan-
imous consent that the motion be 
agreed to and that the motion to re-
consider be considered made and laid 
upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

TRIBUTE TO LARRY SUFFREDIN 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, one of 
the frustrations of local government is 
that good work tends to go unnoticed. 
If the streets are clean and the trains 
run on time, it can be easy to overlook 
the hours upon hours of work and col-
laboration that go into good govern-
ance. 

And in my home State of Illinois, we 
have a team of heroes working behind 
the scenes of local government every 
day, in the second-largest county in 
the country. They are the 17 members 
of the Cook County Board of Commis-
sioners. And each one of them is re-
sponsible for funding Cook County’s 
many agencies, keeping our streets 
safe, and providing oversight for every-
thing from Chicago’s courtrooms to 
one of the largest health systems in 
America. 

This year, one of Cook County’s best 
is retiring after nearly 20 years of ef-
fective, dedicated service to the 13th 
district. His name is Larry Suffredin. 
And I have been honored to count him 
as a friend and admire his leadership 
for many years. 

Larry entered office as a reformer, a 
title he has proudly lived up to since he 
was first elected to the board of com-
missioners in 2002. Over the past two 
decades, he has been a staunch advo-
cate for the health and safety of his 
constituents—from Rogers Park to 
Glencoe—and an expert on the 
innerworkings of county government. 

But long before Larry was elected 
commissioner, his commitment to the 
people of Cook County was clear to 
anyone who knew him. 
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In fact, it is a commitment he dem-

onstrated all the way back in the sixth 
grade, when he was hired for his first 
job: delivering newspapers to his neigh-
bors in Westchester, IL. In Larry’s 
words, it was a job that ‘‘helped me fig-
ure out how to deal with people.’’ And 
it meant waking up early in the morn-
ing, keeping close track over each stop 
on his route, and—occasionally— 
outrunning his neighbors’ dogs. 

It was an experience that melded to-
gether two of Larry’s great qualities: 
his assiduous attention to detail and 
his determination to help his commu-
nity however he could. 

By the time Larry graduated high 
school, he had set his sights on a career 
in law. And after earning his bachelor’s 
degree from Loyola in Chicago, he 
made his way to Washington, where 
he—like me—attended Georgetown 
Law. He actually received his J.D. just 
3 years after me. 

With his law degree and sharp mind, 
Larry could have easily landed a com-
fortable job at a big law firm, but in-
stead, he enlisted in the Air Force and 
served as a captain in the U.S. Air 
Force Reserves. 

After being honorably discharged, 
Larry returned home to Cook County 
to serve his community as an assistant 
public defender. In just 2 years, he 
tried 32 cases to verdict. 

It was around this time that Larry 
started developing a reputation as an 
outstanding attorney. He distinguished 
himself in the courtroom with his 
knowledge of the law and a masterful 
command of the complexities of State 
government. Soon enough, the calls 
started flooding into Larry’s office, and 
over the past several decades, he has 
been hired to argue cases before courts 
at every level, even the U.S. Supreme 
Court. 

But no matter how far his legal tal-
ents took him, Larry’s heart always 
led him back to Chicagoland. 

And soon after Larry was elected to 
the board of commissioners, he 
emerged as one of Cook County’s 
strongest advocates. Over the years, I 
have had the privilege of working 
alongside Larry. For instance, in 2008, 
he was instrumental in saving the 
Cook County Health System from fi-
nancial collapse. Under his leadership, 
the county created an independent 
health board, a decision that received 
criticism at the time but, in retro-
spect, was both courageous and wise. 
Thanks to Larry, the Cook County 
Health System is still in operation 
today, providing comprehensive care 
that would not have been possible 
without the creation of that inde-
pendent board. 

As commissioner, Larry has also 
been a champion for transparency. One 
of his first accomplishments was codi-
fying the Cook County code of ordi-
nances for the first time ever. Now, 
that may not sound like a big deal, but 
for the residents of Cook County, it 
was a game changer; it meant that ev-
eryday citizens could keep tabs on the 

Cook County Board, along with the 
laws making their way through the 
legislative process. It was a testament 
to one of Larry’s core values: that gov-
ernment works best when it is both 
clear and accessible. That is why, as 
commissioner, he has regularly held 
community meetings with his constitu-
ents—to personally answer their ques-
tions about newly enacted laws or pro-
vide his take on the latest county 
board meetings. 

If you ask Larry, he would likely tell 
you that one of his proudest accom-
plishments in county government is 
the work he has done as Forest Pre-
serve Commissioner. Cook County’s 
forest preserves encompass 70,000 acres 
of wild, wonderful nature. In Larry’s 
words, ‘‘it’s one of the most beautiful 
things we have . . . [the preserves hold] 
about 85 percent of all the stormwater 
runoff in the area. It gives us oxygen, 
because of all the trees. There are so 
many things that this land does to im-
prove the quality of life in our area 
that we just take for granted.’’ 

Well, under Larry’s leadership, these 
forest preserves have never been taken 
for granted. In one of his last acts as 
commissioner, Larry pushed for a bond 
referendum to fund the cost of the pre-
serves’ restoration and maintenance. 
In last month’s election, the ref-
erendum passed, with the vast major-
ity of Cook County voters supporting 
it. 

Perhaps one of the only enemies that 
Larry has made throughout his years 
of service to Cook County is the gun 
lobby. Back in 2006, he spearheaded an 
ordinance banning assault weapons in 
Cook County. And that measure has 
withstood one legal challenge after an-
other, making Larry one of the most 
effective advocates for gun safety re-
form in all of Illinois. 

It is hard to imagine Cook County 
government without Larry at the 
helm. But his legacy will be felt for 
years and decades to come by the more 
than 5 million Illinoisans who call 
Cook County home. 

For every resident appealing a prop-
erty tax assessment or enjoying a 
sunny day by Bullfrog Lake, Larry has 
made a world of difference. 

Larry, I want to thank you for every-
thing you have done for our friends and 
family in Chicagoland. I am grateful 
for your many years of partnership and 
friendship. 

Loretta and I look forward to cele-
brating your retirement with you, your 
wife Gloria, and your two children, who 
have grown up right before our eyes, 
Tom and Elizabeth. 

f 

NATIONAL DEFENSE 
AUTHORIZATION ACT 

Mr. CARPER. Mr. President, I would 
like to ask unanimous consent that the 
attached Joint Explanatory Statement 
appear in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
in conjunction with H.R. 7776, the 
JAMES M. INHOFE National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 
JOINT EXPLANATORY STATEMENT TO ACCOM-

PANY TITLE LXXXI OF DIVISION H OF THE 
HOUSE AMENDMENT TO THE SENATE AMEND-
MENT TO H.R. 7776, THE WATER RESOURCES 
DEVELOPMENT ACT OF 2022 

[JAMES M. INHOFE NATIONAL DEFENSE 
AUTHORIZATION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2023] 

Mr. Carper. Mr. President, the following 
statement is the Joint Explanatory State-
ment for Title LXXXI of Division H of H.R. 
7776. An identical joint explanatory state-
ment was submitted to the Congressional 
Record by House Transportation and Infra-
structure Committee Chairman Peter DeFa-
zio on December 8, 2022. 

H.R. 7776, the Water Resources Develop-
ment Act of 2022 (WRDA 2022) as passed by 
the House of Representatives and amended 
by the Senate is the legislative vehicle for 
the National Defense Authorization Act of 
Fiscal Year 2023. This joint explanatory 
statement, submitted on behalf of Chair 
Peter DeFazio and Ranking Member Sam 
Graves of the House Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure and Chair Tom 
Carper and Ranking Member Shelly Moore 
Capito of the Senate Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works, reflects the view of 
the bicameral Chairs and Ranking Members 
responsible for managing negotiations to de-
velop a final version of WRDA 2022, hereafter 
in this statement referred to as ‘‘the man-
agers.’’ This statement of the managers de-
scribes the intent of the final legislation and 
the manner in which provisions in disagree-
ment between the House of Representatives 
and the Senate have been resolved. 
Background 

WRDA 2022 primarily addresses the Civil 
Works program of the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers (Corps). The bill supports the na-
tion’s global economic competitiveness and 
environmental resilience by authorizing the 
Corps to undertake projects, programs, and 
initiatives in their Civil Works program re-
lating to navigation, ecosystem restoration, 
flood and coastal storm risk management, 
hydropower, recreation, emergency manage-
ment, and water supply. 

A water resources development act 
(WRDA) is the authorizing legislation for the 
programs and projects of the Corps’ Civil 
Works program. Ideally enacted every two 
years, such an act is the main vehicle for au-
thorizing water resources development 
projects to be studied, planned, and devel-
oped by the Corps. WRDAs typically author-
ize new water resources development 
projects pursuant to completed feasibility 
study reports from the Chief of Engineers, 
modifications to existing projects pursuant 
to reports from the Director of Civil Works, 
other modifications to existing projects, 
study authorizations for new projects, the 
authorization of miscellaneous projects con-
sistent with the Corps’ programs that also 
demonstrate a Federal interest, and other 
programmatic changes to the Corps’ authori-
ties. Projects and programs contained in 
WRDAs fall within one or more of the Corps’ 
Civil Works’ missions and authorities, which 
include navigation, ecosystem restoration, 
flood and coastal storm risk management, 
hydropower, recreation, regulatory, emer-
gency management, and water supply. 
General Overview of WRDA 2022 

WRDA 2022 includes provisions that will 
strengthen the United States’ economic and 
national security, reduce the Corps’ adminis-
trative burdens, enable faster implementa-
tion of projects, increase water supply reli-
ability, quality, and quantity, promote as-
sistance to economically disadvantaged 
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urban, rural, and Tribal communities, ad-
dress the impacts of changing hydrologic and 
climatic conditions, and upgrade our na-
tion’s water and wastewater infrastructure. 

Title LXXXI of Division H is broken down 
into four subtitles: 

Subtitle A addresses general policy 
changes to the Civil Works program authori-
ties. These changes include, among others: 
increased support for coastal-related restora-
tion and infrastructure; enhanced authority 
for the Corps to modernize projects during 
the performance of maintenance and emer-
gency repair activities; greater flexibility for 
non-Federal sponsors of Corps projects; 
changes to ensure the efficient and effective 
delivery of water resources development 
projects, programs, and other assistance, in-
cluding assistance to Tribal communities, 
economically disadvantaged communities, 
and states with water supply concerns; im-
proved accessibility to Corps expertise and 
increased affordability of Corps projects for 
economically disadvantaged, rural, and Trib-
al communities; and increased support for 
research and development, technical assist-
ance, and planning assistance to states. 

Subtitle B authorizes critical new feasi-
bility studies to be conducted by the Assist-
ant Secretary of the Army for Civil Works 
(Secretary), who jointly implements the 
projects and programs of the Corps with the 
Chief of Engineers and directs certain exist-
ing studies to be expedited to completion. 
The Secretary is also authorized or directed 
to complete assessments or reports per-
taining to, among other things, dredge ca-
pacity, reservoir sedimentation, socially and 
economically disadvantaged small business 
concerns, and the economic valuation of 
preservation of open space, recreational 
areas, and habitat associated with project 
lands. 

Subtitle C identifies antiquated or out-
dated projects, and parts of projects, that are 
no longer needed for a Federal purpose for 
deauthorization. This subtitle also modifies 
existing projects and related provisions, in-
cluding environmental infrastructure au-
thorities, and calls upon the Secretary to ex-
pedite the completion of specified projects 
and studies. 

Subtitle D authorizes 25 new projects and 
six project modifications based on reports 
submitted to Congress by the Secretary or 
the Chief of Engineers. These projects ad-
dress various mission areas of the Corps, in-
cluding ecosystem restoration, flood and 
coastal storm risk management, navigation, 
and water storage for water supply. 
Discussion on Specific WRDA 2022 Provisions 

The transformative nature of the last four 
WRDA bills on the Corps’ Civil Works pro-
gram has provided the Corps and non-Federal 
interests (sponsors) with a tremendous num-
ber of new opportunities for advancing 
projects more quickly. The managers expect 
the Corps to issue implementation guidance 
on the new provisions contained within 
WRDA 2022 in an expeditious and transparent 
manner, and where appropriate, to solicit 
the views of, and consult with, a wide array 
of stakeholders in the formulation of imple-
mentation guidance. In that light, the man-
agers direct the Corps to provide periodic, bi-
partisan briefings to the staffs of the House 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure and the Senate Committee on En-
vironment and Public Works on the status of 
implementation of WRDA 2022, and any 
other unimplemented WRDA provision en-
acted by Congress since 2014, with the first 
briefing to be hosted no later than 90 days 
after the date of enactment of WRDA 2022. 

Generally, WRDA 2022 authorizes or directs 
the preparation of several assessments. The 
managers intend for the Secretary to con-

duct these assessments at Federal expense. 
Additionally, it is the managers’ expectation 
that studies included in WRDA 2022 to mod-
ify authorized projects prior to or during 
construction, including studies to extend 
Federal participation in periodic nourish-
ment, will continue to be initiated without a 
new start designation, in accordance with 
well-established budget policy. 

WRDA 2022 includes several provisions in-
tended to increase support for economically 
disadvantaged communities in both rural 
and urban areas. The managers included this 
direction to ensure that the Secretary gives 
equal consideration to economically dis-
advantaged communities in rural areas and 
in urban areas when implementing the appli-
cable authorities. The managers do not in-
tend for this direction to affect the Corps’ 
ongoing rulemaking to define the term ‘‘eco-
nomically disadvantaged community.’’ 

In addition, in each of the last few WRDAs, 
Congress has directed the Corps to make 
greater use of natural and nature-based fea-
tures and other measures to enhance resil-
ient solutions through all the Corps’ mis-
sions and authorities. However, despite this 
clear direction, which is enhanced through 
additional policy provisions authorized in 
WRDA 2022, the managers are concerned that 
these enacted provisions are not being fully 
implemented by the Corps and directs the 
Secretary to ensure that the availability and 
suitability of these approaches are explored 
in each of the Corps’ Districts and Divisions. 

WRDA 2022 includes several significant 
provisions intended to enhance the Corps’ 
authority to formulate, construct, maintain, 
and repair projects in a manner that holis-
tically addresses the impacts of sea level rise 
and increasingly frequent and severe ex-
treme weather events. Section 8102 of WRDA 
2022 provides the Corps with increased flexi-
bility to modify federally authorized hurri-
cane and storm damage reduction projects 
during the performance of emergency repair 
and restoration activities to ensure that 
they perform adequately in response to 
changing conditions. In relation to this pro-
vision, the managers note that they received 
a request to authorize the construction of 
enhancements, including additional gulf side 
breakwaters, to improve the performance of 
the Grand Isle and Vicinity, Louisiana Beach 
Erosion and Hurricane Protection Project, 
Jefferson Parish, Louisiana. Accordingly, 
the managers direct the Secretary to con-
sider the changes to section 5(a)(1) of the Act 
of August 18, 1941 (commonly known as the 
Flood Control Act of 1941) made by this sec-
tion when repairing or restoring this project 
to account for increased storm damage. 

Section 8103 of WRDA 2022 includes amend-
ments to section 212 of WRDA 1999 that 
streamline the authority and incorporate 
shoreline protection and restoration into its 
scope. The managers intend for the Sec-
retary to use this authority to give priority 
consideration to the protection and restora-
tion of shorelines, riverbanks, and 
streambanks from erosion and other dam-
aging impacts of extreme weather events. 
While the managers intend for the Secretary 
to address these hazards using nonstructural 
measures, natural features, and nature-based 
features to the maximum extent practicable, 
the formulation of projects that rely pri-
marily on structural solutions is not pre-
cluded. Such solutions, however, must meet 
traditional economic or life safety justifica-
tion standards if they do not otherwise sat-
isfy the alternative standard in section 212(d) 
of WRDA 1999. Finally, while section 212, as 
amended, provides general authority for the 
Secretary to initiate studies, the managers 
do not intend for individually authorized 
studies, or studies carried out under pro-
grammatic authorities such as section 118(b) 

of WRDA 2020, to be excluded from imple-
mentation under the terms of section 212 if 
such studies otherwise fall within the scope 
of the section. 

Section 8106(a) of WRDA 2022 requires the 
Corps, when requested by a non-Federal 
sponsor for a study for flood or hurricane and 
storm damage reduction, to expand the scope 
of the study to include the formulation of 
measures to address damages attributable to 
all drivers of flood risk in the study area. 
When section 8106(a) is applied to a study for 
flood damage reduction, the federal interest 
in the formulation of measures to address 
flood risk in the study area will no longer be 
limited by the Corps’ policy on minimum 
flows. When section 8106(a) is applied to a 
study for hurricane and coastal storm dam-
age reduction, the Federal interest in the 
formulation of measures will extend to driv-
ers of flood risk that do not coincide with 
coastal storm events, including flooding and 
erosion associated with sea level rise and so- 
called ‘‘sunny day tides.’’ Further, the man-
agers expect the Secretary to continue to ac-
count for the effects of sea level rise, includ-
ing an increase in the extent, magnitude, 
and frequency of tidal flooding, in the formu-
lation of both flood and coastal storm risk 
management and ecosystem restoration 
projects by fully implementing existing au-
thorities such as section 113 of WRDA 2020. 

Additionally, section 8106(b) of WRDA 2022 
expands the Secretary’s authority to formu-
late alternatives for any water resources de-
velopment project, at the request of the non- 
Federal sponsor for such project, in a man-
ner that increases a community’s resilience 
to drought conditions. This provision will 
allow the Secretary to include individual 
measures for water supply and water con-
servation in a recommendation for a water 
resources development project as well as to 
design the water resources development 
project itself in a manner that maximizes 
the project’s incidental benefits for those 
purposes. 

WRDA 2022 includes several provisions to 
enhance support for Tribal communities. 
Section 8111 of WRDA 2022 amends the Tribal 
Partnership Program established by section 
203 of WRDA 2000. The amendments clarify 
that coastal storm risk management and 
erosion control projects fall within the pro-
gram’s scope. Additionally, section 8111 pro-
vides an alternative standard for justifying 
flood and coastal storm risk management 
projects, including erosion control and 
streambank stabilization projects, when 
such projects do not otherwise satisfy tradi-
tional standards for justification on the 
basis of economics or life safety. 

Section 8113 of WRDA 2022 clarifies the 
Secretary’s authority to develop a com-
prehensive plan to replace Indian villages, 
housing sites, and related structures im-
pacted by construction of The Dalles Dam, 
Bonneville Dam, McNary Dam, and John 
Day Dam in Washington and Oregon. The 
managers intend for the Secretary to work 
with the affected Tribes to develop the plan. 
With the clarifications made in this Act, sec-
tion 204 of the Flood Control Act of 1950 
should no longer be interpreted as restrict-
ing the Corps’ authority to provide housing 
assistance at multiple village sites to miti-
gate impacts from construction of The 
Dalles Dam or from the construction of any 
of the other three dams. 

Further, section 8114 of WRDA 2022 amends 
section 1156 of WRDA 1986 to clarify that the 
cost share waiver for Tribes and territories 
is to be applied to reduce only the non-Fed-
eral share of study and project costs. In re-
sponse to this amendment, the managers in-
tend for the Secretary to correct the imple-
mentation guidance for section 1119 of 
WRDA 2016, which mistakenly provides for 
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the waiver amount to be applied to shared 
study costs instead of the non-Federal share 
of study costs. 

Section 8130 of WRDA 2022 directs the Sec-
retary to develop a strategic plan that iden-
tifies opportunities and challenges relating 
to furthering the policy of the United States 
to maximize the beneficial use of sediment 
obtained from the construction and oper-
ation of the Corps’ water resources develop-
ment projects. In carrying out this section, 
the managers are aware of ongoing scientific 
research into the use of nutrient-rich 
dredged materials as a potential source of 
fertilizer for plant growth. The managers en-
courage the Corps, through its Engineer Re-
search and Development Center (ERDC), to 
undertake an assessment on the beneficial 
use of sediment for such purposes, including 
an assessment of whether such use is cost-ef-
fective, sustainable, and safe for human 
health and the environment. 

Section 8146 of WRDA 2022 authorizes the 
Secretary to carry out capital improvements 
for the Washington Aqueduct. The managers 
intend that the definition of customers found 
in this section means the existing legal enti-
ties that purchase potable water from the 
Washington Aqueduct, namely the Fairfax 
County Water Authority, the District of Co-
lumbia Water and Sewer Authority, and Ar-
lington County, Virginia. 

Section 8152 of WRDA 2022 authorizes the 
Secretary to provide assistance to pump sta-
tions when the failure of such pump stations 
would demonstrably impact the function of 
the federally authorized flood or coastal 
storm risk management project, which in-
cludes the impairment to water drainage 
from areas interior to a federally authorized 
flood or coastal storm risk management 
project. Congress directs the Secretary to 
consider this authority to provide such as-
sistance to the Pointe Celeste Pump Station 
in Plaquemines Parish, Louisiana. 

Section 8154 of WRDA 2022 authorizes the 
Secretary to carry out a pilot program to 
evaluate the extent to which the provision of 
temporary relocation assistance enhances 
the completeness, effectiveness, efficiency, 
acceptability, and equitable implementation 
of nonstructural flood and coastal storm risk 
management projects involving the ele-
vation or modification of residential struc-
tures. The managers intend for the Secretary 
to offer the non-Federal interest for each 
project covered by the section an equal op-
portunity to participate in the program. 

Section 8155 of WRDA 2022 directs the Sec-
retary to continue construction projects 
that exceed or are expected to exceed max-
imum project cost limits during the period 
beginning on the date of enactment of this 
Act and ending on December 31, 2024. Though 
the Corps is still required to submit all rel-
evant documentation to the House and Sen-
ate as required under section 902 of WRDA 
1986, section 8155 ensures that supply change 
disruptions, inflation, and other factors con-
tributing to rapid and unavoidable cost in-
creases do not jeopardize the Corps’ ability 
to execute the increased amounts of funding 
provided to the agency during this Congress 
to reinforce the nation’s water infrastruc-
ture. Finally, in light of the number of Corps 
projects potentially requiring statutory cost 
increases that have only recently come to 
the attention of Congress, section 8155(b) es-
tablishes a new, permanent requirement that 
the Corps notify the House Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure and the 
Senate Committee on Environment and Pub-
lic Works of any water resources develop-
ment project that exceeds or is expected to 
exceed its maximum cost under section 902 of 
WRDA 1986. 

Section 8158 of WRDA 2022 directs the Sec-
retary to establish a Western Water Coopera-

tive Committee to help mitigate the poten-
tial for conflict between the operation of 
Corps projects and state water rights. A bi-
partisan coalition of 19 Western Senators 
wrote to the Office of Management and 
Budget on September 17, 2019, in opposition 
to the proposed rulemaking entitled ‘‘Use of 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Reservoir 
Projects for Domestic, Municipal & Indus-
trial Water Supply’’ (81 Fed. Reg. 91556 (De-
cember 16, 2016)), describing the rule as 
counter to existing law and court precedent. 
On January 21, 2020, the proposed rulemaking 
was withdrawn. The Corps should consult 
with the participating Western States to en-
sure, to the maximum extent practicable, 
that operation of flood control projects in 
such States is consistent with the principles 
of the first section of the Act of December 22, 
1944, and section 301 of the Water Supply Act 
of 1958. Furthermore, the Western Water Co-
operative Committee shall make rec-
ommendations that only apply to the defined 
list of Western States and ensure that any 
recommended changes or modifications to 
policy or regulations for Corps projects 
would not adversely affect water resources 
within other states. 

Section 8160 of WRDA 2022 modernizes the 
Corps’ authority to carry out research and 
development activities. Included in this sec-
tion is a temporary authority for the Corps 
to utilize transactions other than contracts, 
cooperative agreements, and grants for pur-
poses of prototype projects. The managers 
intend for the Corps to expedite implementa-
tion of this authority by relying on, to the 
maximum extent practicable, existing U.S. 
Department of Defense guidance on other 
transaction authority. 

WRDA 2022 includes several provisions to 
support and enhance the delivery of public 
recreation benefits at Corps projects. The 
Corps operates more recreation areas than 
any other Federal or State agency, apart 
from the U.S. Department of the Interior. 
Nationally, visitors to nearly 600 Corps-man-
aged dams and lakes spend an estimated $12 
billion per year and support 500,000 jobs. 
Lakes managed by the Corps are economic 
drivers that support local communities. The 
managers remain concerned with the costs of 
ongoing operation and maintenance of these 
public recreation sites, which provide an 
enormous benefit to the country. Specifi-
cally, section 8161 of WRDA 2022 expresses 
the sense of Congress that the Secretary 
spend at least 80 percent of the revenue gen-
erated by each site on activities for the oper-
ation, maintenance, and upkeep of such site 
to encourage their continued use and eco-
nomic benefit. 

Section 8212 of WRDA 2022 directs the 
Corps to provide the County of San Luis 
Obispo, California, with right of first refusal 
for any potential conveyance of the project 
for Salinas Dam, California. The managers 
are aware that the County and the Corps 
have engaged in negotiations for several 
years regarding the disposition of the Sali-
nas Dam project and associated infrastruc-
ture and reservoir. The managers direct the 
Corps to engage in a collaborative process 
with the County with the goal of transfer-
ring the facility to the County as expedi-
tiously as possible under conditions that are 
acceptable to all parties. Further, the man-
agers direct the Corps to not take any action 
that would preclude the Corps from serving 
as the Federal agency solely responsible for 
disposal of the facility unless the County 
agrees with an alternative approach and the 
managers are satisfied that all parties are 
best served by the alternative approach. In 
addition, the managers direct the Corps to 
not take any action that would in any way 
assign responsibility for the facility to any 
military installation or other Federal agen-

cy until collaborative negotiations are com-
plete, and all parties are in agreement with 
a disposal plan. 

Section 8303 of WRDA 2022 includes addi-
tional locations to an existing pilot program 
to utilize forecast informed reservoir oper-
ations (FIRO) at Corps owned dams and res-
ervoirs. Additionally, the section authorizes 
a new pilot program in the North Atlantic 
Division. The managers urge the Secretary 
to ensure that sufficient budgetary resources 
are allocated to FIRO projects to more fully 
utilize this process in appropriate situations 
and to provide for the update of existing 
water operations control manuals to incor-
porate FIRO at reservoirs identified under 
the two pilot programs. 

The final version of Section 8327 of WRDA 
2022 substantially incorporates the language 
contained in the original section 309 of the 
Senate amendment to H.R. 7776. Although an 
authorization of appropriations has been 
added to subsection (c) of section 8327 for fu-
ture major maintenance, the managers do 
not intend for this paragraph to impose a re-
quirement for additional funds to be appro-
priated to implement this subsection for the 
currently planned major maintenance if suf-
ficient amounts are available in the existing 
allocation for major maintenance of the In-
dian River Inlet navigation project. 

Section 8346 of WRDA 2022 authorizes and 
directs the Corps to carry out water level 
management activities as part of the oper-
ation and maintenance of the navigation 
channel projects on the Upper Mississippi 
River and on the Illinois River (also called 
the Illinois Waterway) to help redress sedi-
mentation and to improve the quality and 
quantity of habitat available for fish and 
wildlife. Because studies have shown that 
water level management activities carried 
out by the Corps produce important eco-
system benefits, the managers intend that 
such activities be routinely carried out and 
conducted as part of the operations and 
maintenance of the navigation channels as 
quickly as possible, and prior to the routine 
update of water control manuals for the cov-
ered projects. 

Section 8363 of WRDA 2022 states that the 
non-Federal interest for the project for hur-
ricane and storm damage risk reduction, 
Colleton County, South Carolina, may be eli-
gible to receive credit for construction and 
design work carried out by the non-Federal 
interest before a partnership agreement is 
executed for the specified project. The man-
agers have agreed to this language based on 
the understanding from the Corps that all 
applicable laws and regulations, including 
the Davis-Bacon Act, would need to have 
been complied with for the work of the non- 
Federal interest to be creditable. 

WRDA 2022 authorizes significant new Fed-
eral investments in environmental infra-
structure for communities across the nation. 
The managers intend for the Secretary to in-
terpret all environmental infrastructure au-
thorities to include, at a minimum, assist-
ance for water supply storage, distribution, 
and treatment; wastewater collection and 
treatment; drainage; stormwater manage-
ment; surface water resource protection and 
development; and water quality enhance-
ment. Additional purposes may be expressly 
authorized for individual programs. With re-
spect to implementation of specific pro-
grams, the managers intend for the addi-
tional appropriations authorized under sec-
tion 8376(b)(8) for the environmental infra-
structure authority authorized under section 
594 of WRDA 1999 to be administered in a 
manner consistent with the previous funding 
authorized under section 594. Further, the 
managers intend for the Water Replenish-
ment District of Southern California to be 
eligible for assistance under Section 
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219(f)(93) of WRDA 1992, as amended by sec-
tion 8375(b)(2)(C) of the WRDA 2022. 
Other Policy Matters 

Both the House and Senate committee re-
ports on the chambers’ respective WRDA 2022 
bills include direction on implementation of 
previously enacted authorities. To the ex-
tent consistent with the Act and this state-
ment, the managers intend for the Secretary 
to follow the direction on previously enacted 
authorities provided in those reports. 

In addition to the direction in the House 
and Senate committee reports on previously 
enacted authorities, the managers encourage 
the Corps to continue to explicate com-
prehensive documentation of benefits in 
project planning. As the Secretary imple-
ments the Principles, Requirements, and 
Guidelines for Water and Related Land Re-
sources Implementation Studies, as directed 
by section 110 of WRDA 2020, the managers 
expect these agency-specific procedures to 
foster a comprehensive, consistent, and clear 
assessment in project planning documents 
that allows for full participation by project 
sponsors. 

Further, the managers seek to clarify the 
scope of existing authorities for periodic re-
nourishment and mitigation of shore dam-
ages attributable to Federal navigation 
projects. 

To the maximum extent practicable, the 
Secretary is directed to provide periodic 
nourishment in accordance with subsection 
(c) of the first section of the Act of August 
13, 1946, and subject to section 156 of WRDA 
1976, for projects and measures carried out 
for the purpose of restoring and increasing 
the resilience of ecosystems to the same ex-
tent as periodic nourishment is provided for 
projects and measures carried out for the 
purpose of coastal storm risk management. 

For all future projects to mitigate shore 
damage attributable to navigation projects 
under section 111 of the River and Harbor 
Act of 1968, the Secretary is instructed that 
shores damaged by navigation features and 
projects for which the Corps has assumed re-
sponsibility through any method, including 
the Cape Cod Canal, are eligible for assist-
ance under the section. Although the Cape 
Cod Canal jetties were initially constructed 
by private interests, the Cape Cod Canal 
project has been under Federal control for 
over 100 years. The Federal Government 
owns the project and has reconstructed, op-
erated, maintained, repaired, and rehabili-
tated the project numerous times since ac-
quiring the channel. The project does not 
have a non-Federal sponsor. This section 
provides clear authority for the Secretary to 
implement mitigation measures to address 
the shore damage caused by the Cape Cod 
Canal jetties at full Federal expense. The 
Secretary is directed to exercise this author-
ity without further delay. Further, the Sec-
retary is directed in the future to apply this 
section in a manner that does not preclude 
Federal participation in the cost to mitigate 
damages caused by a navigation project or 
feature solely because the project or feature 
was initially constructed by a non-Federal 
entity. 

The managers remain concerned about the 
impacts of drought to the nation’s water 
supply, including the current drought in the 
State of California and other arid States. 
Section 221 of WRDA 2020 directed the Corps 
to submit a report to Congress on the bene-
fits and consequences of including water sup-
ply and water conservation as a primary 
mission of the Corps. Section 221 of WRDA 
2020 directed this report be transmitted to 
Congress by June 2022; however, the Corps 
has now significantly missed this statutory 
deadline on an issue of critical importance 
to communities concerned about long-term 

water supply availability. The managers di-
rect the Corps to prioritize and expedite 
completion of this report, and to provide a 
bipartisan briefing to the House Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure and 
the Senate Committee on Environment and 
Public Works within 90 days of the date of 
enactment of this Act on the status of such 
report. 

During consideration of WRDA 2022, the 
managers received a request related to pub-
lic safety at federally authorized hurricane 
and storm damage reduction projects, such 
as the project at Cape May Beach in Cape 
May, New Jersey. The managers encourage 
the Secretary to work with the State of New 
Jersey, the non-Federal sponsors of similar 
hurricane and storm damage reduction 
projects in the region, and other interested 
stakeholders and public safety officials to 
examine whether the rate of head, neck, and 
spine injuries sustained at Cape May Beach 
as reported by the New Jersey Department of 
Health and the City of Cape May Beach Pa-
trol is similar to or differs from those re-
ported at other federally authorized projects 
in the region. 

The managers received a request related to 
the Corps’ use of its existing authority to 
perform advance maintenance of the nation’s 
federally authorized navigation channels. 
These channels are essential to keeping the 
international supply chain open and oper-
ating efficiently during this period of eco-
nomic recovery. The managers strongly urge 
the Corps to make optimum use of available 
authorities to ensure that these waterways 
are adequately maintained and able to ac-
commodate global shipping needs and gen-
erate economic benefits during this critical 
time. The use of advance maintenance can be 
particularly impactful in channels with high 
shoaling areas. Over time these areas natu-
rally silt in and are especially vulnerable to 
the advent of more intense storms, and re-
peated advance maintenance efforts may be 
necessary to guard against depth reductions 
which can lead to draft restrictions for larg-
er global vessels. The managers encourage 
the Corps to maintain Federal channels at 
their approved advance maintenance depth. 

The managers are aware that the Corps 
utilizes a wide range of platforms, sensors, 
and other technologies to conduct a range of 
research and monitoring activities, includ-
ing the use of uncrewed platforms and sensor 
packages. The managers encourage the Sec-
retary, in coordination with the Corps’ Engi-
neer Research and Development Center 
(ERDC), to consider establishing an 
Uncrewed Systems Innovation Center to en-
sure the appropriate development and utili-
zation of innovative uncrewed technologies, 
including autonomous, remotely operated 
airborne, terrestrial, and maritime vehicle 
systems. 

The managers received a request to con-
solidate the management of all active 
Miami-Dade County water resource projects 
into the Jacksonville District. The managers 
encourage the Corps to transfer project man-
agement of the Miami-Dade Back Bay Coast-
al Storm Risk Feasibility Management from 
the Norfolk District to the Jacksonville Dis-
trict. 

The managers received several requests re-
lated to the potential modification of lock 
and dam structures on the inland waterways 
system to allow for remote operations, in-
cluding concerns with the vulnerability of 
remote operations to cyber-attacks and the 
potential impact of remote operations on 
current Corps’ employees. The managers re-
mind the Secretary that section 
222(b)(1)(B)(V) of WRDA 2020 set forth a secu-
rity framework for studies carried out by the 
Corps. Results from that effort should be 
used to address cyber security concerns for 

Corps structures, particularly locks and 
dams, that utilize remote supervisory con-
trol and data acquisition (SCADA) type prod-
ucts for automation control systems as part 
of the Corps’ national security interests. The 
managers request a bipartisan briefing on 
these activities. The managers also recog-
nize that remote lock operations along com-
mercial and recreational waterways can in-
crease the availability and capacity of the 
locks, especially in lower-use waterways, and 
can support other economic drivers in coun-
ties throughout America. The managers re-
ceived a request to consider potential expan-
sion of remote operations to additional loca-
tions, such as in the Upper Allegheny Locks 
in Armstrong County, Pennsylvania. How-
ever, the managers remind the Secretary of 
recent Congressional action to statutorily 
declare Corps’ lock and dam employees as in-
herently governmental and direct the Sec-
retary to report to the managers on any po-
tential workforce impacts of any proposed 
automation and remote operations activity 
before they are carried out, and to ensure 
that any recommendations in a completed 
study will not result in the loss of jobs for 
current lock and dam employees. 

As part of the Isabella Lake Dam Safety 
Modification Project in Kern County, Cali-
fornia, the Corps is building the U.S. Forest 
Service a new visitor center to replace a fa-
cility that was demolished due to this 
project. The managers note discussion on 
this visitor center started a decade ago, but 
understands the Corps is now in the process 
of acquiring private property on which to 
build this facility from a willing seller. Ac-
cordingly, the managers support the Corps 
efforts on this project and direct the Corps 
to continue to work expeditiously to bring 
this visitor center to fruition. 

The managers direct the Corps to consult 
with the Indian Wells Valley Groundwater 
Authority and the Naval Air Weapons Sta-
tion China Lake to validate proposed solu-
tions to resolve water supply needs and 
eliminate overdraft in the Indian Wells Val-
ley groundwater basin in California. This 
validation effort shall review and develop 
measures needed to provide water supply re-
siliency in the basin and for the critical Fed-
eral defense assets that overlie it, including, 
but not limited to, the preparation of com-
prehensive plans for the development, imple-
mentation, utilization, conservation, or im-
portation of water, infrastructure needs, and 
related land resources in the basin. Such 
plans shall consider the potential and pro-
jected water supply needs of the critical de-
fense assets and future growth within the 
basin. The Corps is directed to report to the 
House Committee on Transportation and In-
frastructure and the Senate Committee on 
Environment and Public Works within 180 
days of enactment of this Act on the valida-
tion effort. 

The Success Reservoir Enlargement 
Project was authorized by section 101(b)(4) of 
WRDA 1999 to improve both flood damage 
protection and water supply in Tulare Coun-
ty, California. In House Report 116–460, the 
managers previously encouraged the Corps 
to advance this project. The managers note 
their support for this project and continue to 
encourage the Corps to expedite this project 
through completion. 

The managers received a request related to 
completion of the Comite Diversion project, 
Louisiana, authorized as part of the project 
for flood control, Amite River and Tribu-
taries, Louisiana, pursuant to section 101(11) 
of WRDA 1992. The managers direct the Sec-
retary and any other relevant agencies to 
take all steps necessary to ensure comple-
tion of the project as quickly as possible. 
The managers request, within 90 days of the 
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date of the filing of this report, that the Sec-
retary provide a bipartisan briefing on the 
status of completion of the project. 

The Port Fourchon, Belle Pass Channel, 
Louisiana, navigation project, authorized in 
WRDA 2020, features as a key component 100 
percent beneficial use disposal of project 
dredge material. The managers are encour-
aged that progress has been made between 
the Corps and the non-Federal sponsor in 
designating a beneficial use disposal site 
that will meet National Economic Develop-
ment goals, as well as satisfy the local com-
munity’s need for beneficial use disposal at 
impacted coastal areas. The Corps is ex-
pected to provide the non-Federal sponsor 
with a revised Project Management Plan 
(PMP), delineating tasks and costs associ-
ated with addressing remaining conditions 
contained in the Port Fourchon, Belle Pass 
Channel, Louisiana, authorization, including 
a revised dredge material disposal plan that 
will designate the beneficial use disposal 
site. As such, the managers direct the Sec-
retary to negotiate and complete a PMP that 
is satisfactory to the Secretary and the non- 
Federal sponsor, including the selection of a 
beneficial use disposal site agreed upon by 
the non-Federal sponsor, as soon as possible. 

f 

200TH ANNIVERSARY OF UNITED 
STATES AND MEXICO BILAT-
ERAL RELATIONS 

Mr. KAINE. Mr. President, on De-
cember 12, 1822, Jose Manuel Zozaya y 
Bermudez presented his credentials as 
Mexico’s Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary to U.S. Presi-
dent James Monroe, which established 
formal relations between our two coun-
tries. 

On December 12, 2022, the United 
States and Mexico celebrated the 200th 
anniversary of our bilateral relations. 
Our relations with Mexico remain 
strong and vital, based on mutual re-
spect as sovereign states. Mexico re-
mains one of the United States’ closest 
and most valued partners. Our bilateral 
relationship directly benefits the lives 
and livelihoods of millions of Ameri-
cans and Mexicans, whether the issue 
is trade and economic development, 
educational and cultural exchange, cit-
izen security, control of illicit drugs, 
migration, human trafficking, entre-
preneurship, innovation, environ-
mental protection, climate change, or 
public health. 

The scope of relations between the 
United States and Mexico extends be-
yond diplomacy. It encompasses exten-
sive commercial, cultural, educational, 
and familial ties. Our countries share a 
2,000-mile border with 47 active land 
ports of entry. Hundreds of thousands 
of people cross the border legally each 
day, strengthening people-to-people 
ties and deepening our integration. In 
addition, an estimated 1.6 million U.S. 
citizens live in Mexico, and nearly 40 
million persons of Mexican descent re-
side in the United States. The U.S.- 
Mexico Interparliamentary Group has 
been held regularly since 1961 to bring 
together legislators from both coun-
tries to discuss priority issues and 
identify ways to strengthen bilateral 
cooperation. Although our countries 
share a great number of ties, without a 

doubt, our peoples represent our 
strongest, deepest and most lasting 
bond, which will unite us forever. The 
bicentennial celebration serves as an 
opportunity to honor our personal ties 
and our shared history, while affirming 
our commitment to build a brighter fu-
ture for our two nations. 

As the United States and Mexico re-
flect on 200 years of bilateral relations, 
we must celebrate the greatness of our 
peoples and commit to seize the oppor-
tunities ahead of us. The bicentennial 
allows us to reflect on our historical 
ties and grants us an opportunity to 
build on our shared priorities: eco-
nomic prosperity, clean energy, secu-
rity, migration, and our mutual under-
standing of one another. 

The United States and Mexico have 
enduring connections encompassing all 
aspects of life. As we address our 
shared challenges and work together 
for a prosperous future, we celebrate 
this era of cooperation and respect. 
This anniversary allows us to reflect 
on the past and more importantly, to 
chart a course for the future. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ADMIRAL CHARLES 
A. RICHARD 

Mrs. FISCHER. Mr. President, I rise 
today to congratulate ADM Charles 
‘‘Chas’’ A. Richard on his retirement 
from the U.S. Navy. I would also like 
to give my warm regards to his wife 
Lisa and children Chase, Ally, and 
Emily for supporting him throughout 
his years of selfless service to our 
country. 

Born in Decatur, AL, Admiral Rich-
ard is a dedicated officer who rep-
resents the best our Nation’s military 
has to offer. I have had the privilege of 
knowing the admiral since he took 
over for Gen. John E. Hyten at U.S. 
Strategic Command in 2019. 

As the ranking member on the Sen-
ate Armed Services Committee’s Stra-
tegic Forces Subcommittee, we have 
direct oversight over STRATCOM’s 
mission areas. STRATCOM also hap-
pens to be located in Nebraska, the 
State I proudly represent in the U.S. 
Senate. For these reasons, I have had 
the opportunity to work closely with 
Admiral Richard, and I have come to 
appreciate his thoughtful insights and 
brilliant strategic mind. I know many 
in this Chamber have come to rely on 
him and his expertise, especially those 
of us working on nuclear deterrence. 

Like other distinguished STRATCOM 
commanders, he can say with pride, 
‘‘We deterred great power conflict and 
nuclear war’’ during one of the most 
challenging national security environ-
ments of the last six decades. For any 
STRATCOM commander, that is truly 
their greatest accomplishment. 

Admiral Richard has had a decisive 
impact on U.S. Strategic Command. He 
spearheaded the creation of the Risk of 
Strategic Deterrence Failure Assess-
ment. This assessment distilled a dec-
ade’s worth of analytics down to a set 
of fundamental questions and answers 

that were vital to reevaluating our 
strategic posture and reemphasizing 
the importance of strong deterrence. 
You only need to look at Russia’s con-
tinued war of aggression against 
Ukraine to understand the value of 
such analysis. 

Given STRATCOM’s mission is a 
global one, Admiral Richard never let 
one region of the world overshadow the 
serious threats posed by another. 

With respect to the Indo-Pacific, Ad-
miral Richard worked tirelessly to 
alert our country to the scope and 
speed of China’s military buildup, in-
cluding Beijing’s breathtaking expan-
sion of nuclear capabilities. He has 
been the canary in the coal mine, 
warning us all about the growing 
threats we face and the role nuclear de-
terrence must play in the 21st century. 

His foresight wasn’t just restricted to 
the rise of China. From day one, Admi-
ral Richard understood the need to ad-
dress our electronic warfare capabili-
ties. Under his leadership, STRATCOM 
created the first ever doctrine on Joint 
Electromagnetic Spectrum Operations, 
and he helped lead the development of 
NATO’s electronic warfare doctrine. 
Under his watch, STRATCOM accom-
plished more on electronic warfare in 
the last three years than in the pre-
vious 20. 

He also always understood the impor-
tance of America’s nuclear triad, and 
he fought to ensure it remained our top 
defense priority. Overseeing the mod-
ernization of all three legs of the nu-
clear triad is a herculean task, and Ad-
miral Richard has done a remarkable 
job working with the services and the 
National Nuclear Security Administra-
tion to keep these programs on track. 

STRATCOM has also made huge 
strides in the modernization of our Nu-
clear Command, Control, and Commu-
nications—NC3—architecture over the 
last 3 years. He oversaw the creation of 
the state-of-the-art NC3 Intelligence 
Fusion Center and the first-ever NC3 
enterprise dashboard with critically 
needed quick-status viewing. Here, too, 
the admiral broke records. I am told 
that more was accomplished in the last 
3 years than in the previous 10 in the 
modernization of our nuclear arsenal. 

Admiral Richard’s leadership weath-
ered challenging times. And his steady 
hand during the pandemic was a 
masterclass in true leadership. As our 
Nation and our world were grappling 
with the first global pandemic in over 
a century, he kept STRATCOM on the 
right track. In just 4 short days, he 
oversaw the largest shift to telework in 
STRATCOM’s history, from just a few 
individuals to nearly 1,400+ people. And 
many of them had to conduct telework 
at a classified level. 

If you ask Admiral Richard about 
any of his many accomplishments, he 
will avoid the spotlight and heap praise 
on others. But he was the leader, and 
STRATCOM is all the better for his 
leadership. 

When I learned Admiral Richard was 
retiring, I knew we would be losing a 
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great leader. I also knew that we would 
be losing a great man, and I knew I 
would be losing a friend. I learned 
something every time I met with him, 
and I appreciated his thoughtful in-
sights on the many threats our country 
faces. His clear-eyed, straightforward, 
and honest advice to the Senate Armed 
Services Committee directly led to 
stronger, safer policies to protect our 
Nation being signed into law. 

After over 40 years of exemplary 
service, Admiral Richard’s retirement 
is well-earned. I wish him and Lisa the 
very best, and I thank him on behalf of 
myself and the people of Nebraska for 
his dedication and service to our coun-
try. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO AL JAEGER 

∑ Mr. CRAMER. Mr. President, I want 
to honor the 30 years of distinguished 
service of a remarkable North Dakota 
public servant who is retiring from of-
fice at the end of December. 

Alvin Jaeger took office as North Da-
kota’s 14th secretary of state in Janu-
ary 1993, when I was the executive di-
rector of the North Dakota Republican 
Party. That year, he and newly elected 
Governor Ed Schafer became the sec-
ond and third Republicans to be voted 
in to a State office after several years 
of Democrats occupying them. Today, 
all State office holders are Repub-
licans, the significance of which is not 
lost on neither Al nor me. 

A Beulah, ND, native, Al came to the 
Secretary of State’s office having pre-
viously served in the North Dakota Na-
tional Army Guard and having been a 
business analyst for the Mobil Oil Cor-
poration, a Fargo real estate broker, 
and a high school teacher in western 
North Dakota. 

In his 30 years in office, Al has 
brought wisdom, intelligence, and dedi-
cation to everything he has under-
taken. He has served on the State 
Board of University and School Lands, 
the North Dakota Emergency Commis-
sion, and the State Historical Society 
of North Dakota, making his participa-
tion in the work of these boards a top 
priority. Al has also been active in the 
National Association of Secretaries of 
State and most recently was a member 
of its executive committee. 

When first elected, Al oversaw the 
development of the office’s first 
website and subsequently supervised 
the ever evolving modernization and 
digitization of services and informa-
tion that we now expect to be found on-
line. He led in updating North Dakota’s 
election code and developing more so-
phisticated tracking of election re-
sults. He has become the ‘‘go-to’’ au-
thority on issues related to election se-
curity and uniform voter identifica-
tion. And he and his staff have set a 
high standard for election integrity in 
North Dakota not enjoyed by many 
other States. 

One of the projects Al championed 
and which will be among the greatest 
legacies of his years in office is the 
North Dakota Blue Book. This publica-
tion traces back to the Territorial Leg-
islature in 1887, 2 years before North 
Dakota became a State, with early ti-
tles more commonly referred to as 
‘‘legislative manuals or handbooks.’’ 
They were put out sporadically until 
Al came to office in 1993, when he com-
mitted to resuming a biannual publica-
tion of the book. Over these past 30 
years, each book has provided a com-
prehensive chronology of all current 
and State office holders, a summary of 
significant laws passed during that 
biennium’s legislative session, as well 
as historical features and data about 
the State. With each edition providing 
information about North Dakota not 
readily available elsewhere, the value 
of the commitment by the Secretary of 
State’s office to regularly publish these 
books cannot be overstated. 

When Al Jaeger retires on December 
31, he will become the second longest 
serving secretary of state in North Da-
kota, overseeing and codifying the laws 
of 15 legislative sessions. It is going to 
take a long time for the impact of his 
years of service to be adequately meas-
ured. On behalf of all North Dakotans, 
I thank him for his years of service as 
secretary of state. I congratulate him 
on his well-earned retirement and wish 
him many years of health and happi-
ness in the future.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

At 10:02 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Alli, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bills, without amendment: 

S. 4017. An act to designate the United 
States courthouse located at 111 South High-
land Avenue in Jackson, Tennessee, as the 
‘‘James D. Todd United States Courthouse’’, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 5060. An act to redesignate the Federal 
building located at 212 Third Avenue South 
in Minneapolis, Minnesota, as the ‘‘Paul D. 
Wellstone Federal Building’’, and for other 
purposes. 

At 5:39 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bills, without amendment: 

S. 558. An act to establish a national inte-
grated flood information system within the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration, and for other purposes. 

S. 789. An act to repeal certain obsolete 
laws relating to Indians. 

S. 2607. An act to award a Congressional 
Gold Medal to the former hostages of the 
Iran Hostage Crisis of 1979–1981, highlighting 
their resilience throughout the unprece-
dented ordeal that they lived through and 
the national unity it produced, marking 4 
decades since their 444 days in captivity, and 
recognizing their sacrifice to the United 
States. 

S. 5229. An act to direct the Joint Com-
mittee of Congress on the Library to remove 
the bust of Roger Brooke Taney in the Old 
Supreme Court Chamber of the Capitol and 

to obtain a bust of Thurgood Marshall for in-
stallation in the Capitol or on the Capitol 
Grounds, and for other purposes. 

The message further announced that 
the House agreed to the amendment of 
the Senate to the bill (H.R. 7077) to re-
quire the United States Fire Adminis-
tration to conduct on-site investiga-
tions of major fires, and for other pur-
poses. 

f 

MEASURES PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR 

The following bill was read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar: 

S. 5244. A bill making continuing appro-
priations for fiscal year 2023, extending var-
ious health programs, and for other pur-
poses. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–5803. A communication from the 
Branch of Administrative Support Services, 
Fish and Wildlife Service, Department of the 
Interior, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Endangered and 
Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Updating 
Entries for Two Species on and Removing 
Johnson’s Seagrass From the Lists of Endan-
gered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants 
Wildlife and Plants’’ (RIN1018–BG87) received 
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on Decem-
ber 2, 2022; to the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works. 

EC–5804. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Significant New 
Use Rules on Certain Chemical Substances 
(21–1.5e)’’ ((RIN2070–AB27) (FRL No. 8582–01– 
OCSPP)) received during adjournment of the 
Senate in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on December 2, 2022; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

EC–5805. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Addition of Certain Chemicals; Com-
munity Right-to-Know Toxic Chemical Re-
lease Reporting’’ ((RIN2070–AK26) (FRL No. 
5927–02–OCSPP)) received during adjourn-
ment of the Senate in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on December 2, 2022; to 
the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

EC–5806. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Renewable Fuel Standard Program: 
Canola Oil Pathways to Renewable Diesel, 
Jet Fuel, Naphtha, Liquefied Petroleum Gas, 
and Heating Oil’’ ((RIN2060–AV55) (FRL No. 
9075–02–OAR)) received during adjournment 
of the Senate in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on December 2, 2022; to the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

EC–5807. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘NPDES Small MS4 Urbanized Area 
Clarification’’ ((RIN2040–AG27) (FRL No. 
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10123–02–OW)) received during adjournment 
of the Senate in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on December 2, 2022; to the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

EC–5808. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Air Plan Approval; Connecticut; Plan 
Submittals for the 2008 Ozone National Am-
bient Air Quality Standard’’ (FRL No. 10414– 
02–R1) received during adjournment of the 
Senate in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on December 2, 2022; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

EC–5809. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Standards and Practices for All Ap-
propriate Inquiries’’ (FRL No. 9334.1–01– 
OLEM) received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on December 13, 2022; to 
the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

EC–5810. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Approval and Promulgation of State 
Plan for Designated Facilities and Pollut-
ants: New Hampshire; 111(d)/129 Revised 
State Plan for Existing Large and Small Mu-
nicipal Waste Combustors’’ (FRL No. 8778–02– 
R1) received in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on December 13, 2022; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

EC–5811. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Determination To Defer Sanctions; 
California; Yolo-Solano Air Quality Manage-
ment District’’ (FRL No. 10217–02–R9) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on December 13, 2022; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

EC–5812. A communication from the 
Branch of Administrative Support Services, 
Fish and Wildlife Service, Department of the 
Interior, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Endangered and 
Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Reclassifica-
tion of Eugenia woodburyana From Endan-
gered to Threatened With a Section 4(d) 
Rule’’ (RIN1018–BD01) received in the office 
of the President of the Senate on December 
13, 2022; to the Committee on Environment 
and Public Works. 

EC–5813. A communication from the Chief 
of Domestic Listing, Fish and Wildlife Serv-
ices, Department of the Interior, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Endangered and Threatened Wildlife 
and Plants; Endangered Species Status for 
the Canoe Creek Clubshell and Designation 
of Critical Habitat’’ (RIN1018–BF82) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on December 13, 2022; to the Committee on 
Environment and Public Works. 

EC–5814. A communication from the Chief 
of Domestic Listing, Fish and Wildlife Serv-
ices, Department of the Interior, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Endangered and Threatened Wildlife 
and Plants; Technical Amendments for 
Southeastern Mussels, Snails, and a Reptile’’ 
(RIN1018–BF29) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on December 13, 2022; 
to the Committee on Environment and Pub-
lic Works. 

EC–5815. A communication from the Chief 
of Domestic Listing, Fish and Wildlife Serv-
ices, Department of the Interior, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Endangered and Threatened Wildlife 
and Plants; Threatened Species Status With 

Section 4(d) Rule for Sickle Darter’’ 
(RIN1018–BF82) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on December 13, 2022; 
to the Committee on Environment and Pub-
lic Works. 

EC–5816. A communication from the Chief 
of Domestic Listing, Fish and Wildlife Serv-
ices, Department of the Interior, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Endangered and Threatened Wildlife 
and Plants; Endangered Species Status for 
the Dixie Valley Toad’’ (RIN1018–BG21) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on December 13, 2022; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

EC–5817. A communication from the Chief 
of Domestic Listing, Fish and Wildlife Serv-
ices, Department of the Interior, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Endangered and Threatened Wildlife 
and Plants; Endangered Species Status for 
Northern Long-Eared Bat’’ (RIN1018–BG14) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on December 13, 2022; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

EC–5818. A communication from the Chief 
of Domestic Listing, Fish and Wildlife Serv-
ices, Department of the Interior, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Endangered and Threatened Wildlife 
and Plants; Threatened Species Status With 
Section 4(d) Rule for PuertoRican Harlequin 
Butterfly and Designation of Critical Habi-
tat’’ (RIN1018–BE16) received in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on December 13, 
2022; to the Committee on Environment and 
Public Works. 

EC–5819. A communication from the Chief 
of Domestic Listing, Fish and Wildlife Serv-
ices, Department of the Interior, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Endangered and Threatened Wildlife 
and Plants; Lesser Prairie-Chicken; Threat-
ened Status With Section 4(d) Rule for the 
Northern Distinct Population Segment and 
Endangered Status for the Southern Distinct 
Population Segment’’ (RIN1018–BB27) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on December 13, 2022; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

EC–5820. A communication from the Chief 
of the Publications and Regulations Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Amount Paid by 
Suffolk County, New York, to Residents for 
Septic System Upgrades’’ (Announcement 
2022–26) received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on December 13, 2022; to 
the Committee on Finance. 

EC–5821. A communication from the Chief 
of the Publications and Regulations Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘2022 Base Period T– 
Bill Rate’’ (Rev. Rul. 2022–21) received during 
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on December 2, 
2022; to the Committee on Finance. 

EC–5822. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary for Legislation, Department of 
Health and Human Services, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, a report entitled ‘‘Health 
Care Transitions for Individuals Returning 
to the Community From a Public Institu-
tion: Promising Practices Identified by the 
Medicaid Reentry Stakeholder Group’’; to 
the Committee on Finance. 

EC–5823. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary for Legislation, Department of 
Health and Human Services, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, a report relative to activi-
ties of the Center for Medicare and Medicaid 
Innovation; to the Committee on Finance. 

EC–5824. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary for Legislation, Department of 
Health and Human Services, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, a report entitled ‘‘Computa-

tion of Annual Liability Insurance (Includ-
ing Self-Insurance), No-Fault Insurance, and 
Workers’ Compensation Settlement Recov-
ery Threshold’’; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

EC–5825. A communication from the Asso-
ciate General Counsel for General Law, De-
partment of Homeland Security, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, a report relative to a 
vacancy in the position of Commissioner, 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection, re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
December 2, 2022; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

EC–5826. A communication from the Acting 
Chief of the Trade and Commercial Regula-
tions, Bureau of Customs and Border Protec-
tion, Department of Homeland Security, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Rules of Origin for Goods 
Imported into the United States’’ ((RIN1515– 
AE77) (CBP Dec. 22–25)) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on December 
1, 2022; to the Committee on Finance. 

EC–5827. A communication from the Fed-
eral Register Liaison Officer, Alcohol and 
Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau, Department 
of the Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Implemen-
tation of Refund Procedures for Craft Bev-
erage Modernization Act Federal Excise Tax 
Benefits Applicable to Imported Alcohol’’ 
(RIN1513–AC89) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on December 1, 2022; 
to the Committee on Finance. 

EC–5828. A communication from the Regu-
lations Coordinator, Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services, Department of 
Health and Human Services, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Medicare and Medicaid Programs; CY 2023 
Payment Policies under the Physician Fee 
Schedule and Other Changes to Part B Pay-
ment and Coverage Policies; Medicare 
Shared Savings Program Requirements; Im-
plementing Requirements for Manufacturers 
of Certain Single-dose Container or Single- 
use Package Drugs to Provide Refunds with 
Respect to Discarded Amounts; and COVID– 
19 Interim Final Rules’’ ((RIN0938–AU81) 
(RIN0938–AU95) (RIN0938–AU31) (RIN0938– 
AU32)) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on December 13, 2022; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

EC–5829. A communication from the Regu-
lations Coordinator, Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services, Department of 
Health and Human Services, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Medicare Program; Implementing Certain 
Provisions of the Consolidated Appropria-
tions Act, 2021 and other Revisions to Medi-
care Enrollment and Eligibility Rules’’ 
(RIN0938–AU85) received during adjournment 
of the Senate in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on December 13, 2022; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

EC–5830. A communication from the Acting 
Assistant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting, pursuant to 
section 36(d) of the Arms Export Control Act, 
the certification of a proposed license 
amendment for the export of defense arti-
cles, including technical data and defense 
services to Norway, Sweden, and Spain, for 
the manufacture of significant military 
equipment abroad (Transmittal No. DDTC 
22–053); to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions. 

EC–5831. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to 
section 36(c) of the Arms Export Control Act, 
the certification of a proposed license 
amendment for the export of firearms con-
trolled under Category I of the U.S. Muni-
tions List to Estonia in the amount of 
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$1,000,000 or more (Transmittal No. DDTC 22– 
056); to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

EC–5832. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to 
section 36(c) of the Arms Export Control Act, 
the certification of a proposed license 
amendment for the export of firearms con-
trolled under Category I of the U.S. Muni-
tions List to Brazil in the amount of 
$1,000,000 or more (Transmittal No. DDTC 22– 
018); to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

EC–5833. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to 
section 36(c) of the Arms Export Control Act, 
the certification of a proposed license 
amendment for the export of defense arti-
cles, and technical data to Ukraine in the 
amount of $50,000,000 or more (Transmittal 
No. DDTC 22–044); to the Committee on For-
eign Relations. 

EC–5834. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to 
section 36(c) of the Arms Export Control Act, 
the certification of a proposed license 
amendment for the export of defense arti-
cles, including technical data and defense 
services to Belgium and the Netherlands in 
the amount of $100,000,000 or more (Trans-
mittal No. DDTC 22–041); to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. 

EC–5835. A communication from the Acting 
Assistant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting, pursuant to 
section 36(c) of the Arms Export Control Act, 
the certification of a proposed license 
amendment for the export of defense arti-
cles, including technical data and defense 
services to Japan in the amount of 
$100,000,000 or more (Transmittal No. DDTC 
22–050); to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions. 

EC–5836. A communication from the Acting 
Assistant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting, pursuant to 
section 36(c) of the Arms Export Control Act, 
the certification of a proposed license 
amendment for the export of defense arti-
cles, including technical data and defense 
services to Italy in the amount of $100,000,000 
or more (Transmittal No. DDTC 22–052); to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

EC–5837. A communication from the Acting 
Assistant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting, pursuant to 
section 36(c) of the Arms Export Control Act, 
the certification of a proposed license 
amendment for the export of defense arti-
cles, including technical data and defense 
services to Italy in the amount of $100,000,000 
or more (Transmittal No. DDTC 22–054); to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

EC–5838. A communication from the Acting 
Assistant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting, pursuant to 
section 36(c) and 36(d) of the Arms Export 
Control Act, the certification of a proposed 
amendment for the manufacture of signifi-
cant military equipment abroad and the ex-
port of defense articles, including technical 
data and defense services to Japan in the 
amount of $100,000,000 or more (Transmittal 
No. DDTC 22–048); to the Committee on For-
eign Relations. 

EC–5839. A communication from the Execu-
tive Secretary, U.S. Agency for Inter-
national Development (USAID), transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, two (2) reports relative 
to vacancies in the U.S. Agency for Inter-
national Development (USAID), received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
Novmeber 16, 2022; to the Committee on For-
eign Relations. 

EC–5840. A communication from the Chief 
Counsel, Foreign Claims Settlement Com-
mission of the United States, Department of 

Justice, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
Commission’s annual report for calendar 
year 2021; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions. 

EC–5841. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, a report entitled ‘‘Determination Under 
Sections 506(a) (1) of the Foreign Assistance 
Act of 1961 (FAA) to Provide Military Assist-
ance to Ukraine’’; to the Committee on For-
eign Relations. 

EC–5842. A communication from the Acting 
Assistant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, a report entitled ‘‘Determination Under 
Sections 506(a) (1) of the Foreign Assistance 
Act of 1961 (FAA) to Provide Military Assist-
ance to Ukraine’’; to the Committee on For-
eign Relations. 

EC–5843. A communication from the Acting 
Assistant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, a notification of intent to provide mili-
tary assistance to Ukraine, including for 
self-defense and border security operations; 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

EC–5844. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, a notification of intent to provide mili-
tary assistance to Ukraine, including for 
self-defense and border security operations; 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

EC–5845. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, a notification of intent to provide mili-
tary assistance to Ukraine, including for 
self-defense and border security operations; 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

EC–5846. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary for Legislation, Department of 
Health and Human Services, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, a report entitled ‘‘Sub-
stance Abuse and Mental Health Services 
Administration’s Medication-Assisted Treat-
ment for Recovery from Addiction report to 
Congress for fiscal year 2022’’; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

EC–5847. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary for Legislation, Department of 
Health and Human Services, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, a report entitled ‘‘National 
Plan to Address Alzheimer’s Disease: 2022 
Update’’; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC–5848. A communication from the Acting 
Assistant Secretary, Employee Benefits Se-
curity Administration, Department of Labor, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Prudence and Loyalty in Se-
lecting Plan Investments and Exercising 
Shareholder Rights’’ (RIN1210–AC03) received 
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on Decem-
ber 2, 2022; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC–5849. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Regulations and Policy Management 
Staff, Food and Drug Administration, De-
partment of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Tobacco Products; Required 
Warnings for Cigarette Packages and Adver-
tisements; Delayed Effective Date’’ 
(RIN0910–AI39) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on December 13, 2022; 
to the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions. 

EC–5850. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Regulations and Policy Management 
Staff, Food and Drug Administration, De-
partment of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Listing of Color Additives; of 
Color Additives Exempt From Certification; 

Antarctic Krill Meal; Confirmation of Effec-
tive Date’’ (FDA–2018-C–1007) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on De-
cember 13, 2022; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC–5851. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Regulations and Policy Management 
Staff, Food and Drug Administration, De-
partment of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Requirements for Additional 
Traceability Records for Certain Foods’’ 
(RIN0910–AI44) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on December 13, 2022; 
to the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The following reports of committees 
were submitted: 

By Mr. PETERS, from the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, without amendment: 

S. 1143. A bill to prohibit certain individ-
uals from downloading or using TikTok on 
any device issued by the United States or a 
government corporation (Rept. No. 117–256). 

By Mr. PETERS, from the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, with an amendment in the nature of a 
substitute: 

S. 1316. A bill to amend the Homeland Se-
curity Act of 2002 to authorize the Secretary 
of Homeland Security to make a declaration 
of a significant incident, and for other pur-
poses (Rept. No. 117–257). 

S. 4654. A bill to amend section 324 of the 
Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emer-
gency Assistance Act to incentivize States, 
Indian Tribes, and Territories to close dis-
aster recovery projects by authorizing the 
use of excess funds for management costs for 
other disaster recovery projects (Rept. No. 
117–258). 

By Mr. PETERS, from the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, with amendments: 

H.R. 7211. An act to amend the Robert T. 
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency As-
sistance Act, review a final rule of the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency, and 
for other purposes (Rept. No. 117–259). 

By Ms. CANTWELL, from the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation, 
with an amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute: 

S. 3278. A bill to protect children and other 
consumers against hazards associated with 
the accidental ingestion of button cell or 
coin batteries by requiring the Consumer 
Product Safety Commission to promulgate a 
consumer product safety standard to require 
child-resistant closures on consumer prod-
ucts that use such batteries, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 3429. A bill to establish an Alaska Salm-
on Research Task Force. 

By Ms. CANTWELL, from the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation, 
with an amendment: 

S. 3533. A bill to amend the John D. Din-
gell, Jr. Conservation, Management, and 
Recreation Act to improve the National Vol-
cano Early Warning and Monitoring System, 
and for other purposes. 

By Ms. CANTWELL, from the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation, 
with amendments: 

S. 4246. A bill to direct the Secretary of 
Transportation to establish a pilot program 
to provide grants related to advance air mo-
bility infrastructure, and for other purposes. 

By Ms. CANTWELL, from the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation, 
with an amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute: 
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S. 4293. A bill to prevent unfair and decep-

tive acts or practices and the dissemination 
of false information related to pharmacy 
benefit management services for prescription 
drugs, and for other purposes. 

f 

EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF 
COMMITTEE 

The following executive reports of 
nominations were submitted: 

By Mr. REED for the Committee on Armed 
Services. 

Air Force nomination of Col. David C. 
Epperson, to be Brigadier General. 

Air Force nomination of Col. Thomas P. 
Sherman, to be Brigadier General. 

*Marine Corps nomination of Maj. Gen. 
Francis L. Donovan, to be Lieutenant Gen-
eral. 

Air Force nominations beginning with 
Brig. Gen. Donald K. Carpenter and ending 
with Brig. Gen. Mark D. Piper, which nomi-
nations were received by the Senate and ap-
peared in the Congressional Record on No-
vember 14, 2022. 

*Air Force nomination of Maj. Gen. Steven 
S. Nordhaus, to be Lieutenant General. 

Army nomination of Col. Paige M. Jen-
nings, to be Brigadier General. 

Navy nomination of Capt. Jonathan T. Ste-
phens, to be Rear Admiral (lower half). 

Marine Corps nominations beginning with 
Brig. Gen. Marcus B. Annibale and ending 
with Brig. Gen. Calvert L. Worth, Jr., which 
nominations were received by the Senate and 
appeared in the Congressional Record on De-
cember 5, 2022. 

*Army nomination of Lt. Gen. Charles R. 
Hamilton, to be General. 

Mr. REED. Mr. President, for the 
Committee on Armed Services I report 
favorably the following nomination 
lists which were printed in the 
RECORDS on the dates indicated, and 
ask unanimous consent, to save the ex-
pense of reprinting on the Executive 
Calendar that these nominations lie at 
the Secretary’s desk for the informa-
tion of Senators. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Air Force nominations beginning with 
Kimberly N. Barr and ending with Benjamin 
D. Youngquist, which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the 
Congressional Record on August 3, 2022. 

Air Force nominations beginning with Na-
than J. Abel and ending with Bai Lan Zhu, 
which nominations were received by the Sen-
ate and appeared in the Congressional 
Record on August 3, 2022. 

Air Force nominations beginning with 
Billy S. Allen and ending with Joshua D. 
Wild, which nominations were received by 
the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record on August 3, 2022. 

Air Force nominations beginning with 
Allen Y. Agnes and ending with Jose L. 
Zambrano, which nominations were received 
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record on August 3, 2022. 

Air Force nominations beginning with 
Daniel A. Bunch and ending with Michael 
William Suden, which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the 
Congressional Record on August 3, 2022. 

Air Force nominations beginning with 
Dear Beloved and ending with John T. 
Szczepanski, which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the 
Congressional Record on August 3, 2022. 

Air Force nominations beginning with 
Karla E. Adams and ending with Jesse M. 

Wickham, which nominations were received 
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record on September 8, 2022. 

Air Force nominations beginning with Jac-
queline E. Bvlgari and ending with Kelly L. 
Vermillion, which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the 
Congressional Record on September 8, 2022. 

Air Force nomination of Keenan E. 
Dalrymple, to be Major. 

Air Force nomination of Susan D. 
Baumgartner, to be Major. 

Air Force nomination of Stigen A. 
Westberg, to be Major. 

Air Force nomination of Beau D. Graham, 
to be Major. 

Air Force nomination of Kristen M. Barra, 
to be Major. 

Air Force nomination of Evans R. Wright, 
to be Major. 

Air Force nomination of Jeremy A. 
Krohngold, to be Major. 

Air Force nomination of Chandramouli 
Rajaram, to be Lieutenant Colonel. 

Army nomination of Sean P. Hutchison, to 
be Major. 

Army nomination of Andrew K. Arrington, 
to be Lieutenant Colonel. 

Army nomination of Christopher A. 
Kreiler, to be Colonel. 

Army nominations beginning with Michael 
A. Rizzotti and ending with Brett C. 
Shepard, which nominations were received 
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record on December 7, 2022. 

Army nomination of Ronald W. Sprang, to 
be Colonel. 

Army nomination of Ryan C. Agee, to be 
Colonel. 

Army nomination of Philip J. Deaguilera, 
to be Colonel. 

Army nomination of Brian C. Beldowicz, to 
be Colonel. 

Army nomination of Christopher A. Ben-
son, to be Major. 

Marine Corps nominations beginning with 
David Ahn and ending with Jay M. Zarra, 
which nominations were received by the Sen-
ate and appeared in the Congressional 
Record on December 7, 2022. 

Navy nomination of Tapeka C. Pringle, to 
be Lieutenant Commander. 

Space Force nomination of Ashton M. 
Shelton, to be Major. 

*Nomination was reported with rec-
ommendation that it be confirmed sub-
ject to the nominee’s commitment to 
respond to requests to appear and tes-
tify before any duly constituted com-
mittee of the Senate. 

(Nominations without an asterisk 
were reported with the recommenda-
tion that they be confirmed.) 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. BARRASSO (for himself and 
Mr. WHITEHOUSE): 

S. 5249. A bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to encourage participa-
tion in advanced payment models; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. CORNYN (for himself, Mr. KING, 
and Mrs. GILLIBRAND): 

S. 5250. A bill to modify requirements for 
certain employment activities by former in-
telligence officers and employees of the in-
telligence community, and for other pur-
poses; to the Select Committee on Intel-
ligence. 

By Mr. MARKEY (for himself, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, and Mr. MERKLEY): 

S. 5251. A bill to amend the Public Health 
Service Act to direct the Secretary of Health 
and Human Services, acting through the Di-
rector of the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, to promote mental wellness and 
resilience and heal mental health, behavioral 
health, and psychological problems through 
age and culturally appropriate community 
programs, and award grants for the purpose 
of establishing, operating, or expanding com-
munity-based mental wellness and resilience 
programs, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Mr. SCHATZ (for himself, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Ms. HIRONO, and Mrs. 
FEINSTEIN): 

S. 5252. A bill to establish the right of 
adults to engage in private, non-commercial, 
consensual sexual conduct in the exercise of 
their liberty; to the Committee on the Judi-
ciary. 

By Mr. RUBIO: 
S. 5253. A bill to require the President to 

remove the extension of certain privileges, 
exemptions, and immunities to the Hong 
Kong Economic and Trade Offices if Hong 
Kong no longer enjoys a high degree of au-
tonomy from the People’s Republic of China, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

By Mr. BROWN (for himself, Mr. 
WICKER, and Mrs. CAPITO): 

S. 5254. A bill to provide for the publication 
by the Secretary of Health and Human Serv-
ices of physical activity recommendations 
for Americans; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Ms. WARREN (for herself, Mr. 
BRAUN, Mr. LEE, and Mr. KING): 

S. 5255. A bill to streamline the budget 
process at the Department of Defense; to the 
Committee on Armed Services. 

By Mrs. SHAHEEN: 
S. 5256. A bill to increase students’ and bor-

rowers’ access to student loan information 
within the National Student Loan Data Sys-
tem; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. CASSIDY (for himself and Mrs. 
FEINSTEIN): 

S. 5257. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to extend the time during 
which a qualified disaster may have occurred 
for purposes of the special rules for personal 
casualty losses; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

By Mrs. SHAHEEN: 
S. 5258. A bill to amend the Energy Policy 

Conservation Act to provide that consumer 
room air cleaners are covered products to 
which certain energy conservation standards 
apply, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources. 

By Mr. LEE: 
S. 5259. A bill to require certain interactive 

computer services to adopt and operate tech-
nology verification measures to ensure that 
users of the platform are not minors, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

By Mr. LEE: 
S. 5260. A bill to define ‘‘obscenity’’ for 

purposes of the Communications Act of 1934, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

By Mr. CARDIN: 
S. 5261. A bill to protect certain victims of 

human trafficking by expanding the author-
ity of the Secretary of Homeland Security to 
grant such aliens continued presence in the 
United States; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary. 

By Mr. MURPHY: 
S. 5262. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 to allow a credit against 
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income tax for equity investments by angel 
investors; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. MERKLEY (for himself and Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE): 

S. 5263. A bill to amend the Clean Air Act 
to create a national zero-emission vehicle 
standard, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. PETERS (for himself and Mrs. 
BLACKBURN): 

S. Res. 871. A resolution condemning the il-
legal abduction of children from Ukraine to 
the Russian Federation; to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. 

By Mr. BRAUN (for himself, Mrs. CAP-
ITO, Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina, Mr. 
YOUNG, and Mr. RUBIO): 

S. Res. 872. A resolution recognizing Inter-
scholastic Athletic Administrators’ Day on 
December 14, 2022; considered and agreed to. 

By Mr. SCHUMER (for himself and Mr. 
MCCONNELL): 

S. Res. 873. A resolution to authorize the 
production of records by the Secretary of the 
Senate and the Senate Sergeant at Arms; 
considered and agreed to. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 403 

At the request of Mr. YOUNG, the 
name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. TILLIS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 403, a bill to preserve open 
competition and Federal Government 
neutrality towards the labor relations 
of Federal Government contractors on 
Federal and federally funded construc-
tion projects, and for other purposes. 

S. 736 

At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the 
name of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. LEAHY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 736, a bill to regulate assault 
weapons, to ensure that the right to 
keep and bear arms is not unlimited, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 2076 

At the request of Mr. BENNET, the 
names of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. HICKENLOOPER) and the Senator 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. CASEY) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 2076, a bill to 
establish a program to develop anti-
microbial innovations targeting the 
most challenging pathogens and most 
threatening infections. 

S. 2215 

At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the 
name of the Senator from New York 
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2215, a bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to pro-
vide for an exclusion for assistance pro-
vided to participants in certain veteri-
nary student loan repayment or for-
giveness programs. 

S. 2266 

At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 
name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-

sponsor of S. 2266, a bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to im-
prove the historic rehabilitation tax 
credit, and for other purposes. 

S. 2405 
At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the 

name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. CRAMER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2405, a bill to amend title 
38, United States Code, to authorize 
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to 
award grants to States to improve out-
reach to veterans, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 2872 
At the request of Mr. WARNER, the 

name of the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. LUJÁN) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2872, a bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to increase the 
adjusted gross income limitation for 
above-the-line deduction of expenses of 
performing artist employees, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 3018 
At the request of Mr. MARSHALL, the 

names of the Senator from Nevada (Ms. 
ROSEN), the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. COONS) and the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mr. PADILLA) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 3018, a bill to amend title 
XVIII of the Social Security Act to es-
tablish requirements with respect to 
the use of prior authorization under 
Medicare Advantage plans, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 3357 
At the request of Mr. BOOKER, the 

name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
3357, a bill to substantially restrict the 
use of animal testing for cosmetics. 

S. 4003 
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the 

name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
WARNOCK) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 4003, a bill to amend the Omnibus 
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 
1968 to provide for training on alter-
natives to use of force, de-escalation, 
and mental and behavioral health and 
suicidal crises. 

S. 4042 
At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL, 

the name of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. TESTER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 4042, a bill to amend title XVIII of 
the Social Security Act to provide 
Medicare coverage for all physicians’ 
services furnished by doctors of chiro-
practic within the scope of their li-
cense, and for other purposes. 

S. 4227 
At the request of Mr. HOEVEN, the 

name of the Senator from Wyoming 
(Mr. BARRASSO) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 4227, a bill to streamline the 
oil and gas permitting process and to 
recognize fee ownership for certain oil 
and gas drilling or spacing units, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 4587 
At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND, 

the names of the Senator from Kansas 
(Mr. MORAN), the Senator from Okla-
homa (Mr. LANKFORD), the Senator 

from Montana (Mr. TESTER), the Sen-
ator from Ohio (Mr. PORTMAN), the 
Senator from Louisiana (Mr. KENNEDY), 
the Senator from Arkansas (Mr. COT-
TON), the Senator from Kansas (Mr. 
MARSHALL), the Senator from South 
Dakota (Mr. ROUNDS) and the Senator 
from Ohio (Mr. BROWN) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 4587, a bill to award a 
Congressional Gold Medal to Benjamin 
Berell Ferencz, in recognition of his 
service to the United States and inter-
national community during the post- 
World War II Nuremberg trials and life-
long advocacy for international crimi-
nal justice and rule of law. 

S. 4621 
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the 

name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
4621, a bill to promote low-carbon, 
high-octane fuels, to protect public 
health, and to improve vehicle effi-
ciency and performance, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 4649 
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the 

names of the Senator from Maryland 
(Mr. CARDIN), the Senator from New 
Jersey (Mr. BOOKER), the Senator from 
Colorado (Mr. HICKENLOOPER) and the 
Senator from Washington (Mrs. MUR-
RAY) were added as cosponsors of S. 
4649, a bill to amend the Global Food 
Security Act of 2016 to improve the 
comprehensive strategic approach for 
United States foreign assistance to de-
veloping countries to reduce global 
poverty and hunger, achieve food and 
nutrition security, promote inclusive, 
sustainable, agricultural-led economic 
growth, improve nutritional outcomes, 
especially for women and children, 
build resilience among vulnerable pop-
ulations, and for other purposes. 

S. 4787 
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the 

names of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mr. WICKER) and the Senator from 
Vermont (Mr. LEAHY) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 4787, a bill to provide 
support for nationals of Afghanistan 
who supported the United States mis-
sion in Afghanistan, adequate vetting 
for parolees from Afghanistan, adjust-
ment of status for certain nationals of 
Afghanistan, and special immigrant 
status for at-risk Afghan allies and rel-
atives of certain members of the Armed 
Forces, and for other purposes. 

S. 5203 
At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the 

name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. ROUNDS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 5203, a bill to provide for 
the creation of the Missing Armed 
Forces Personnel Records Collection at 
the National Archives, to require the 
expeditious public transmission to the 
Archivist and public disclosure of Miss-
ing Armed Forces Personnel records, 
and for other purposes. 

S. CON. RES. 47 
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the 

name of the Senator from Arizona (Mr. 
KELLY) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Con. Res. 47, a concurrent resolution 
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commending the bravery, courage, and 
resolve of the women and men of Iran 
demonstrating in more than 80 cities 
and risking their safety to speak out 
against the Iranian regime’s human 
rights abuses. 

S. RES. 183 
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the 

name of the Senator from California 
(Mr. PADILLA) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. Res. 183, a resolution condemning 
the Government of Iran’s state-spon-
sored persecution of its Baha’i minor-
ity and its continued violation of the 
International Covenants on Human 
Rights. 

S. RES. 837 
At the request of Mr. SCOTT of South 

Carolina, the name of the Senator from 
Florida (Mr. SCOTT) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 837, a resolution rec-
ognizing Israeli-American culture and 
heritage, the contributions of the 
Israeli-American community to the 
United States, and condemning 
antisemitic violence and discrimina-
tion. 

AMENDMENT NO. 6514 
At the request of Mr. JOHNSON, the 

name of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
SCOTT) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 6514 intended to be pro-
posed to H.R. 7776, a bill to provide for 
improvements to the rivers and har-
bors of the United States, to provide 
for the conservation and development 
of water and related resources, and for 
other purposes. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. CORNYN (for himself, Mr. 
KING, and Mrs. GILLIBRAND): 

S. 5250. A bill to modify requirements 
for certain employment activities by 
former intelligence officers and em-
ployees of the intelligence community, 
and for other purposes; to the Select 
Committee on Intelligence. 

Mr. CORNYN. President, I ask unani-
mous consent to print my bill for in-
troduction in the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD. The bill modifies requirements 
for certain employment activities by 
former intelligence officers and em-
ployees of the intelligence community. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 5250 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. MODIFICATION OF REQUIREMENTS 

FOR CERTAIN EMPLOYMENT ACTIVI-
TIES BY FORMER INTELLIGENCE OF-
FICERS AND EMPLOYEES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subsections (a) and (b) of 
section 304 of the National Security Act of 
1947 (50 U.S.C. 3073a) are amended to read as 
follows: 

‘‘(a) POST-EMPLOYMENT RESTRICTIONS.— 
‘‘(1) COVERED POST-SERVICE POSITION.— 
‘‘(A) PERMANENT RESTRICTION.—Except as 

provided by paragraph (2)(A)(i), an employee 
of an element of the intelligence community 
who occupies a covered intelligence position 
may not occupy a covered post-service posi-

tion for a designated prohibited foreign 
country following the date on which the em-
ployee ceases to occupy a covered intel-
ligence position. 

‘‘(B) TEMPORARY RESTRICTION.—Except as 
provided by paragraph (2)(A)(ii), an employee 
of an element of the intelligence community 
who occupies a covered intelligence position 
may not occupy a covered post-service posi-
tion during the 30-month period following 
the date on which the employee ceases to oc-
cupy a covered intelligence position. 

‘‘(2) WAIVER.— 
‘‘(A) AUTHORITY TO GRANT TEMPORARY 

WAIVER.— 
‘‘(i) WAIVERS OF PERMANENT RESTRICTION.— 

On a case-by-case basis, the Director of Na-
tional Intelligence may temporarily waive 
the restriction in paragraph (1)(A) with re-
spect to an employee or former employee 
who is subject to that restriction only 
after— 

‘‘(I) the employee or former employee sub-
mits to the Director a written application 
for such waiver in such form and manner as 
the Director determines appropriate; 

‘‘(II) the Director determines that not 
granting such waiver would result in a grave 
detrimental impact to current or future in-
telligence operations of the United States; 
and 

‘‘(III) the Director provides the congres-
sional intelligence committees with a de-
tailed justification stating why not granting 
such waiver would result in a grave detri-
mental impact to current or future intel-
ligence operations of the United States. 

‘‘(ii) WAIVERS OF TEMPORARY RESTRIC-
TION.—On a case-by-case basis, the Director 
may temporarily waive the restriction in 
paragraph (1)(B) with respect to an employee 
or former employee who is subject to that re-
striction only after— 

‘‘(I) the employee or former employee sub-
mits to the Director a written application 
for such waiver in such form and manner as 
the Director determines appropriate; and 

‘‘(II) the Director determines that such 
waiver is necessary to advance the national 
security interests of the United States. 

‘‘(B) PERIOD OF WAIVER.—A waiver issued 
under subparagraph (A) shall apply for a pe-
riod not exceeding 5 years. The Director may 
renew such a waiver. 

‘‘(C) REVOCATION.—The Director may re-
voke a waiver issued under subparagraph (A) 
to an employee or former employee, effective 
on the date that is 60 days after the date on 
which the Director provides the employee or 
former employee written notice of such rev-
ocation. 

‘‘(D) TOLLING.—The 30-month restriction in 
paragraph (1)(B) shall be tolled for an em-
ployee or former employee during the period 
beginning on the date on which a waiver is 
issued under subparagraph (A) and ending on 
the date on which the waiver expires or on 
the effective date of a revocation under sub-
paragraph (C), as the case may be. 

‘‘(E) NOTIFICATION.—Not later than 30 days 
after the date on which the Director issues a 
waiver under subparagraph (A) or a revoca-
tion of a waiver under subparagraph (C), the 
Director shall submit to the congressional 
intelligence committees written notification 
of the waiver or revocation, as the case may 
be. Such notification shall include the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(i) With respect to a waiver issued to an 
employee or former employee— 

‘‘(I) the details of the application, includ-
ing the covered intelligence position held or 
formerly held by the employee or former em-
ployee; 

‘‘(II) the nature of the activities of the em-
ployee or former employee after ceasing to 
occupy a covered intelligence position; 

‘‘(III) a description of the national security 
interests that will be advanced by reason of 
issuing such waiver; and 

‘‘(IV) the specific reasons why the Director 
determines that issuing such waiver will ad-
vance such interests. 

‘‘(ii) With respect to a revocation of a 
waiver issued to an employee or former em-
ployee— 

‘‘(I) the details of the waiver, including 
any renewals of such waiver, and the dates of 
such waiver and renewals; and 

‘‘(II) the specific reasons why the Director 
determined that such revocation is war-
ranted. 

‘‘(b) COVERED POST-SERVICE EMPLOYMENT 
REPORTING.— 

‘‘(1) REQUIREMENT.—During the period de-
scribed in paragraph (2), an employee who 
ceases to occupy a covered intelligence posi-
tion shall— 

‘‘(A) report covered post-service employ-
ment to the head of the element of the intel-
ligence community that employed such em-
ployee in such covered intelligence position 
upon accepting such covered post-service 
employment; and 

‘‘(B) annually (or more frequently if the 
head of such element considers it appro-
priate) report covered post-service employ-
ment to the head of such element. 

‘‘(2) PERIOD DESCRIBED.—The period de-
scribed in this paragraph is the period begin-
ning on the date on which an employee 
ceases to occupy a covered intelligence posi-
tion. 

‘‘(3) REGULATIONS.—The head of each ele-
ment of the intelligence community shall 
issue regulations requiring, as a condition of 
employment, each employee of such element 
occupying a covered intelligence position to 
sign a written agreement requiring the reg-
ular reporting of covered post-service em-
ployment to the head of such element pursu-
ant to paragraph (1).’’. 

(b) DEFINITION OF DESIGNATED PROHIBITED 
FOREIGN COUNTRY.—Subsection (g) of such 
section is amended— 

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (4) through 
(6) as paragraphs (5) through (7), respec-
tively; and 

(2) by inserting after paragraph (3) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(4) DESIGNATED PROHIBITED FOREIGN COUN-
TRY.—The term ‘designated prohibited for-
eign country’ means the following: 

‘‘(A) The People’s Republic of China. 
‘‘(B) The Russian Federation. 
‘‘(C) The Democratic People’s Republic of 

Korea. 
‘‘(D) The Islamic Republic of Iran. 
‘‘(E) The Republic of Cuba. 
‘‘(F) The Syrian Arab Republic.’’. 
(c) ADDITIONAL WRITTEN NOTICE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (d) of such sec-

tion is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(3) WRITTEN NOTICE ABOUT RESTRICTIONS.— 
The head of each element of the intelligence 
community shall provide written notice of 
the restrictions under subsection (a) to any 
person who may be subject to such restric-
tions on or after the date of enactment of 
the Intelligence Authorization Act for Fiscal 
Year 2023— 

‘‘(A) when the head of the element deter-
mines that such person may become subject 
to such covered intelligence position restric-
tions; and 

‘‘(B) before the person ceases to occupy a 
covered intelligence position.’’. 

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Paragraph 
(2) of such subsection is amended in the para-
graph heading by adding ‘‘ABOUT REPORTING 
REQUIREMENTS’’ after ‘‘WRITTEN NOTICE’’. 

(d) REVISED REGULATIONS.— 
(1) DEFINITION OF COVERED INTELLIGENCE 

POSITION.—In this subsection, 
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(A) CONGRESSIONAL INTELLIGENCE COMMIT-

TEES AND INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY.—The 
terms ‘‘congressional intelligence commit-
tees’’ and ‘‘intelligence community’’ have 
the meanings given such terms in section 3 
of the National Security Act of 1947 (50 
U.S.C. 3003). 

(B) COVERED INTELLIGENCE POSITION.—The 
term ‘‘covered intelligence position’’ has the 
meaning given such term by such section 304. 

(2) SUBMISSION.—Not later than 30 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the head of each element of the intelligence 
community shall submit to the congres-
sional intelligence committees new or up-
dated regulations issued to carry out such 
section 304, as amended by subsections (a), 
(b), and (c) of this section. 

(3) REQUIREMENTS.—The regulations issued 
under paragraph (1) shall— 

(A) include provisions that advise per-
sonnel of the intelligence community of the 
appropriate manner in which such personnel 
may opt out of positions that— 

(i) have been designated as covered intel-
ligence positions before the effective date es-
tablished in subsection (e) of this section; or 

(ii) may be designated as covered intel-
ligence provisions before such designation 
becomes final; and 

(B) establish a period of not fewer than 30 
days and not more than 60 days after receipt 
of the written notice required under para-
graph (3) of subsection (d) of such section 304, 
as added by subsection (c)(1) of this section, 
within which such personnel may opt out of 
a covered intelligence position and the ac-
companying obligations imposed by sub-
section (a)(1)(A) of such section 304, as 
amended by subsection (a) of this section. 

(4) CERTIFICATION.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Director of National Intelligence shall 
submit to the congressional intelligence 
committees— 

(A) a written certification for each head of 
an element of the intelligence community 
who has issued new or updated regulations 
pursuant to paragraph (2); and 

(B) for each head of an element of the in-
telligence community who has not issued 
such new or updated regulations, an expla-
nation for the failure to issue such new or 
updated regulations. 

(e) EFFECTIVE DATE OF PERMANENT RE-
STRICTIONS.—Subsection (a)(1)(A) of such sec-
tion 304, as amended by subsection (a) of this 
section, shall apply only to persons who oc-
cupy a covered intelligence position on or 
after the date that is 45 days after the date 
on which new or updated regulations are 
issued under subsection (d)(2) of this section. 

(f) REPEAL.—Section 402 of the Intelligence 
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 1997 (Pub-
lic Law 104–293) is hereby repealed. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 871—CON-
DEMNING THE ILLEGAL ABDUC-
TION OF CHILDREN FROM 
UKRAINE TO THE RUSSIAN FED-
ERATION 
Mr. PETERS (for himself and Mrs. 

BLACKBURN) submitted the following 
resolution; which was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations: 

S. RES. 871 

Whereas, on January 12, 1951, the Conven-
tion on the Prevention and Punishment of 
the Crime of Genocide (commonly known as 
the ‘‘Genocide Convention’’), of which the 
Russian Federation is a signatory, came into 
effect; 

Whereas, on February 24, 2022, the Russian 
Federation renewed their illegal and 
unprovoked large-scale invasion of Ukraine; 

Whereas, on March 9, 2022, Russian forces 
attacked a maternity hospital in Mariupol, 
Ukraine, resulting in the deaths of 3 individ-
uals and injuries to 17 other individuals; 

Whereas, on March 22, 2022, the Ukrainian 
Foreign Ministry announced that the Rus-
sian military had forcefully and illegally 
kidnapped 2,389 Ukrainian children from 
temporarily occupied areas of Ukraine; 

Whereas, on June 2, 2022, Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelenskyy stated that 
200,000 children are among the Ukrainians 
who have been forcefully resettled in Russia; 

Whereas forcibly transferring children of 
one group to another group is a violation of 
Article II(e) of the Genocide Convention; 

Whereas, Maria Lvova-Belova, Children’s 
Rights Commissioner for the President of 
Russia, admitted to kidnapping Ukrainian 
children and facilitating forced adoptions to 
Russian families; 

Whereas Ukrainian authorities have stated 
that a number of the kidnapped Ukrainian 
children have families who remain in 
Ukraine, but have been separated due to the 
renewed Russian invasion; 

Whereas on June 16, 2022, Russian authori-
ties announced that children born in occu-
pied Ukrainian territories after the February 
24, 2022, invasion will be deemed Russian citi-
zens; 

Whereas, on June 22, 2022, the United Na-
tions Human Rights Office of the High Com-
missioner has verified at that at least 320 
children have been killed since Russia’s re-
newed invasion began; 

Whereas, on July 11, 2022, United Nations 
Secretary General António Guterres ordered 
an investigation into the deaths and injuries 
of Ukrainian children; and 

Whereas, on July 13, 2022, Secretary of 
State Antony J. Blinken issued a statement 
calling upon Russia to ‘‘immediately halt its 
systemic filtration operations in Ukraine’’, 
which have caused the disappearance, deten-
tion, or forcible deportation of between 
900,000 and 1,600,000 Ukrainians (approxi-
mately 260,000 of whom are children): Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) holds the Government of the Russian 

Federation, under the leadership of Vladimir 
Putin, responsible for the wrongful and ille-
gal kidnapping of children from Ukraine and 
officially condemns these actions in the 
strongest terms; 

(2) declares that the facilitation of illegal 
adoptions is contrary to Russia’s obligations 
under the Genocide Convention and amounts 
to genocide; 

(3) claims that the Russian Federation is 
attempting to wipe out a generation of 
Ukrainian children, thereby crippling 
Ukraine’s ability to nurture the next genera-
tion of Ukrainian citizens and leaders and to 
rebuild their country after Russia’s 
unprovoked war, with the purpose of demol-
ishing Ukraine’s unique language, culture, 
history, and identity; and 

(4) asserts that the invasion of Ukraine by 
the Russian Federation has significantly in-
creased the risks of children being exposed to 
human trafficking and exploitation, child 
labor, gender-based violence, hunger, injury, 
trauma, deprivation of education and shel-
ter, and death. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 872—RECOG-
NIZING INTERSCHOLASTIC ATH-
LETIC ADMINISTRATORS’ DAY 
ON DECEMBER 14, 2022 
Mr. BRAUN (for himself, Mrs. CAP-

ITO, Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina, Mr. 

YOUNG, and Mr. RUBIO) submitted the 
following resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 872 

Whereas, each December, the Senate recog-
nizes the positive contributions of inter-
scholastic athletic administrators; 

Whereas the position of school athletic ad-
ministrator is recognized as an important 
contributor to the educational community, 
which, like other academic professions, bene-
fits greatly from continued education and 
certification; 

Whereas the position of school athletic ad-
ministrator has stewardship over the largest 
department of staff members and students in 
high schools in the United States; 

Whereas the position of school athletic ad-
ministrator involves serving as guardian 
over education-based athletics, which is one 
of the best dropout prevention programs in 
schools; 

Whereas school athletic programs foster 
the development of students physically, 
mentally, socially, and emotionally by en-
riching students through the life lessons 
learned through participation and competi-
tion; 

Whereas, for students, interscholastic ath-
letic participation is an integral part of the 
educational experience and enhances the 
learning and maturation process; 

Whereas school athletic administrators are 
committed to developing and maintaining 
comprehensive education-based athletic pro-
grams that seek to achieve the highest de-
velopment of all student athletes; 

Whereas school athletic administrators 
fulfill the professional responsibilities of 
those administrators with integrity and with 
a commitment to equality, safety, and in-
stilling a passion for athletics in the next 
generation; 

Whereas school athletic administrators 
preserve, enhance, and promote the edu-
cational values of athletics in schools 
through professional growth in the areas of 
education, leadership, and service; 

Whereas school athletic administrators 
create and maintain high standards of eth-
ics, sportsmanship, and personal conduct and 
lead coaching staffs, student athletes, and 
community members in pursuit of those high 
standards; and 

Whereas the athletic programs run by 
school athletic administrators have impacts 
that extend well beyond playing fields, ath-
letic venues, and even schools: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) supports the annual recognition of 

Interscholastic Athletic Administrators’ Day 
on December 14, 2022; 

(2) commends school athletic administra-
tors for the commitment and leadership pro-
vided to student athletes at the secondary 
school level; and 

(3) commends the National Interscholastic 
Athletic Administrators Association as the 
leading organization that prepares individ-
uals who lead secondary school athletics 
throughout the United States, providing con-
tinuous learning, compassion, and prepara-
tion within the profession. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 873—TO AU-
THORIZE THE PRODUCTION OF 
RECORDS BY THE SECRETARY 
OF THE SENATE AND THE SEN-
ATE SERGEANT AT ARMS 

Mr. SCHUMER (for himself and Mr. 
MCCONNELL) submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 
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S. RES. 873 

Whereas, the Secretary of the Senate and 
the Senate Sergeant at Arms have received 
subpoenas for Senate personnel records from 
the Department of Homeland Security for 
use as evidence in a pending administrative 
investigation and adjudication; 

Whereas, by the privileges of the Senate of 
the United States and Rule XI of the Stand-
ing Rules of the Senate, no evidence under 
the control or in the possession of the Senate 
can, by administrative or judicial process, be 
taken from such control or possession but by 
permission of the Senate; 

Whereas, when it appears that evidence 
under the control or in the possession of the 
Senate is needed for the promotion of jus-
tice, the Senate will take such action as will 
promote the ends of justice consistent with 
the privileges of the Senate: Now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate 
and the Senate Sergeant at Arms are author-
ized to provide to the Department of Home-
land Security records sought, respectively, 
by the subpoenas issued to them. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 6520. Mr. RUBIO (for himself and Mr. 
SCOTT of Florida) submitted an amendment 
intended to be proposed by him to the bill 
H.R. 7776, to provide for improvements to the 
rivers and harbors of the United States, to 
provide for the conservation and develop-
ment of water and related resources, and for 
other purposes; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

SA 6521. Mr. SULLIVAN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill H.R. 7776, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table. 

SA 6522. Mr. SULLIVAN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill H.R. 7776, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table. 

SA 6523. Mr. SCHUMER (for Mr. SULLIVAN) 
proposed an amendment to the bill S. 3429, to 
establish an Alaska Salmon Research Task 
Force. 

SA 6524. Mr. SCHUMER (for Ms. HASSAN) 
proposed an amendment to the bill S. 2135, to 
amend title 31, United States Code, to re-
quire the Chief Operating Officer of each 
agency to compile a list of unnecessary pro-
grams, and for other purposes. 

SA 6525. Mr. SCHUMER (for Mr. PETERS) 
proposed an amendment to the bill H.R. 1917, 
to modify eligibility requirements for cer-
tain hazard mitigation assistance programs, 
and for other purposes. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 

SA 6520. Mr. RUBIO (for himself and 
Mr. SCOTT of Florida) submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill H.R. 7776, to provide for 
improvements to the rivers and har-
bors of the United States, to provide 
for the conservation and development 
of water and related resources, and for 
other purposes; which was ordered to 
lie on the table; as follows: 

In section 5946(b)(3), strike ‘‘A person’’ and 
insert ‘‘A person may possess, acquire, re-
ceive, transport, offer for sale, sell, or pur-
chase a shark fin or a product containing a 
shark fin of a shark species that, on the date 
of the possession, acquisition, receipt, trans-
port, offer for sale, sale, or purchase, was 
permitted to be harvested under a fishery 
management plan or plan amendment ap-

proved by the Secretary of Commerce under 
the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation 
and Management Act (16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.). 
In addition, a person’’. 

SA 6521. Mr. SULLIVAN submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the bill H.R. 7776, to provide 
for improvements to the rivers and 
harbors of the United States, to pro-
vide for the conservation and develop-
ment of water and related resources, 
and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle J of title V, insert 
the following: 
SEC. 599C. PROHIBITION ON CONSIDERING 

STATE LAWS AND REGULATIONS 
WHEN DETERMINING INDIVIDUAL 
DUTY ASSIGNMENTS. 

The Secretary of Defense may not use the 
agreement or disagreement of a member of 
the Armed Forces with the State laws and 
regulations applicable to any duty station 
when determining the duty assignment of 
the member. 

SA 6522. Mr. SULLIVAN submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the bill H.R. 7776, to provide 
for improvements to the rivers and 
harbors of the United States, to pro-
vide for the conservation and develop-
ment of water and related resources, 
and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place in subtitle G of 
title X of division A, insert the following: 
SEC. 10ll. PROTECT CAMP LEJEUNE VETS. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be 
cited as the ‘‘Protect Camp Lejeune Victims 
Ensnared by Trial-lawyer’s Scams Act’’ or 
the ‘‘Protect Camp Lejeune VETS Act’’. 

(b) ATTORNEYS FEES IN FEDERAL CAUSE OF 
ACTION RELATING TO WATER AT CAMP 
LEJEUNE, NORTH CAROLINA.—The Camp 
Lejeune Justice Act of 2022 (28 U.S.C. 2671 
note prec.) is amended— 

(1) by redesignating subsections (h), (i), 
and (j) as subsections (i), (j), and (k), respec-
tively; and 

(2) by inserting after subsection (g) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(h) ATTORNEYS FEES.— 
‘‘(1) LIMITATIONS.— 
‘‘(A) GENERAL RULE.—Notwithstanding any 

contract, the attorney of an individual, or of 
the legal representative of an individual, 
may not receive, for services rendered in 
connection with an action filed under sub-
section (b) or any administrative action re-
lating to such an action (as described in sec-
tion 2675 of title 28, United States Code) (in 
this subsection referred to as an ‘administra-
tive claim’), more than the percentage speci-
fied in paragraph (2) of a payment made in 
the action. 

‘‘(B) AMOUNT OF PAYMENT DETERMINED 
AFTER OFFSET.—For purposes of this sub-
section, the amount of the payment made in 
an action shall be the amount of the pay-
ment after any offsetting reduction under 
subsection (e)(2) is made. 

‘‘(C) PROHIBITION ON ANCILLARY FEES.—At-
torneys fees paid in accordance with this 
subsection may not include any ancillary 
fees. 

‘‘(2) APPLICABLE PERCENTAGE LIMITA-
TIONS.—The percentage specified in this 
paragraph is— 

‘‘(A) 2 percent for an administrative claim 
with respect to which a party entered a con-
tract for services on or after August 10, 2022; 
or 

‘‘(B) 10 percent for— 

‘‘(i) an administrative claim with respect 
to which a party entered a contract for serv-
ices before August 10, 2022; 

‘‘(ii) a resubmission of an administrative 
claim after the denial of an initial adminis-
trative claim, without regard to the date on 
which the party entered the applicable con-
tract for services; or 

‘‘(iii) a judgment rendered or settlement 
entered in an action filed under subsection 
(b). 

‘‘(3) PENALTY.—Any attorney who violates 
paragraph (1) shall be fined not more than 
$5,000. 

‘‘(4) TERMS FOR PAYMENT OF FEES.—Any 
judgment rendered, settlement entered, or 
other award made with respect to an action 
filed under subsection (b) or an administra-
tive claim shall provide that— 

‘‘(A) the Government may not pay attor-
neys fees to an attorney directly; and 

‘‘(B) attorneys fees shall be payable to the 
attorney by an individual, or legal represent-
ative of an individual, after the individual or 
legal representative receives the amounts 
payable under the judgment, settlement, or 
award. 

‘‘(5) DISCLOSURE.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Any judgment rendered, 

settlement entered, or other award made 
with respect to an action filed under sub-
section (b) or an administrative claim shall 
require disclosure to the Attorney General 
or to the court of the attorneys fees charged 
to an individual, or the legal representative 
of an individual. 

‘‘(B) REPORTING.—The Attorney General 
shall collect the disclosures under subpara-
graph (A) of attorneys fees charged and sub-
mit to Congress an annual report detailing— 

‘‘(i) the total amount paid under such judg-
ments, settlements, and awards; 

‘‘(ii) the total amount of attorney fees paid 
in connection with such judgments, settle-
ments, and awards; and 

‘‘(iii) for each such judgment, settlement, 
or award— 

‘‘(I) the name of the attorney for the indi-
vidual or legal representative of the indi-
vidual; 

‘‘(II) if applicable, the law firm of the at-
torney; and 

‘‘(III) the amount of fees paid to the attor-
ney.’’. 

(c) UPDATE OF REGULATIONS.—The Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs shall amend sec-
tion 14.636 of title 38, Code of Federal Regula-
tions, and any other relevant regulations, to 
comply with the amendments made by sub-
section (b). 

SA 6523. Mr. SCHUMER (for Mr. SUL-
LIVAN) proposed an amendment to the 
bill S. 3429, to establish an Alaska 
Salmon Research Task Force.; as fol-
lows: 

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Alaska 
Salmon Research Task Force Act’’. 
SEC. 2. PURPOSES. 

The purposes of this Act are— 
(1) to ensure that Pacific salmon trends in 

Alaska regarding productivity and abun-
dance are characterized and that research 
needs are identified; 

(2) to prioritize scientific research needs 
for Pacific salmon in Alaska; 

(3) to address the increased variability or 
decline in Pacific salmon returns in Alaska 
by creating a coordinated salmon research 
strategy; and 

(4) to support collaboration and coordina-
tion for Pacific salmon conservation efforts 
in Alaska. 
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SEC. 3. SENSE OF CONGRESS. 

It is the sense of Congress that— 
(1) salmon are an essential part of Alaska’s 

fisheries, including subsistence, commercial, 
and recreational uses, and there is an urgent 
need to better understand the freshwater and 
marine biology and ecology of salmon, a mi-
gratory species that crosses many borders, 
and for a coordinated salmon research strat-
egy to address salmon returns that are in de-
cline or experiencing increased variability; 

(2) salmon are an essential element for the 
well-being and health of Alaskans; and 

(3) there is a unique relationship between 
people of Indigenous heritage and the salmon 
they rely on for subsistence and traditional 
and cultural practices. 
SEC. 4. ALASKA SALMON RESEARCH TASK FORCE. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days 
after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary of Commerce, in consultation with 
the Governor of Alaska, shall convene an 
Alaska Salmon Research Task Force (re-
ferred to in this section as the ‘‘Research 
Task Force’’) to— 

(1) review existing Pacific salmon research 
in Alaska; 

(2) identify applied research needed to bet-
ter understand the increased variability and 
declining salmon returns in some regions of 
Alaska; and 

(3) support sustainable salmon runs in 
Alaska. 

(b) COMPOSITION AND APPOINTMENT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Research Task Force 

shall be composed of not fewer than 13 and 
not more than 19 members, who shall be ap-
pointed under paragraphs (2) and (3). 

(2) APPOINTMENT BY SECRETARY.—The Sec-
retary of Commerce shall appoint members 
to the Research Task Force as follows: 

(A) One representative from each of the 
following: 

(i) The National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration who is knowledgeable about 
salmon and salmon research efforts in Alas-
ka. 

(ii) The North Pacific Fishery Management 
Council. 

(iii) The United States section of the Pa-
cific Salmon Commission. 

(B) Not less than 2 and not more than 5 
representatives from each of the following 
categories, at least 2 of whom shall represent 
Alaska Natives who possess personal knowl-
edge of, and direct experience with, subsist-
ence uses in rural Alaska, to be appointed 
with due regard to differences in regional 
perspectives and experience: 

(i) Residents of Alaska who possess per-
sonal knowledge of, and direct experience 
with, subsistence uses in rural Alaska. 

(ii) Alaska fishing industry representatives 
throughout the salmon supply chain, includ-
ing from— 

(I) directed commercial fishing; 
(II) recreational fishing; 
(III) charter fishing; 
(IV) seafood processors; 
(V) salmon prohibited species catch (by-

catch) users; or 
(VI) hatcheries. 
(C) 5 representatives who are academic ex-

perts in salmon biology, salmon ecology 
(marine and freshwater), salmon habitat res-
toration and conservation, or comprehensive 
marine research planning in the North Pa-
cific. 

(3) APPOINTMENT BY THE GOVERNOR OF ALAS-
KA.—The Governor of Alaska shall appoint to 
the Research Task Force one representative 
from the State of Alaska who is knowledge-
able about the State of Alaska’s salmon re-
search efforts. 

(c) DUTIES.— 
(1) REVIEW.—The Research Task Force 

shall— 

(A) conduct a review of Pacific salmon 
science relevant to understanding salmon re-
turns in Alaska, including an examination 
of— 

(i) traditional ecological knowledge of 
salmon populations and their ecosystems; 

(ii) marine carrying capacity and density 
dependent constraints, including an exam-
ination of interactions with other salmon 
species, and with forage base in marine eco-
systems; 

(iii) life-cycle and stage-specific mortality; 
(iv) genetic sampling and categorization of 

population structure within salmon species 
in Alaska; 

(v) methods for predicting run-timing and 
stock sizes; 

(vi) oceanographic models that provide in-
sight into stock distribution, growth, and 
survival; 

(vii) freshwater, estuarine, and marine 
processes that affect survival of smolts; 

(viii) climate effects on freshwater and ma-
rine habitats; 

(ix) predator/prey interactions between 
salmon and marine mammals or other preda-
tors; and 

(x) salmon productivity trends in other re-
gions, both domestic and international, that 
put Alaska salmon populations in a broader 
geographic context; and 

(B) identify scientific research gaps in un-
derstanding the Pacific salmon life cycle in 
Alaska. 

(2) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after 
the date the Research Task Force is con-
vened, the Research Task Force shall submit 
to the Secretary of Commerce, the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation of the Senate, the Committee on En-
vironment and Public Works of the Senate, 
the Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, 
Science, and Related Agencies of the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the Senate, the 
Committee on Natural Resources of the 
House of Representatives, the Subcommittee 
on Commerce, Justice, Science, and Related 
Agencies of the Committee on Appropria-
tions of the House of Representatives, and 
the Alaska State Legislature, and make pub-
licly available, a report— 

(A) describing the review conducted under 
paragraph (1); and 

(B) that includes— 
(i) recommendations on filling knowledge 

gaps that warrant further scientific inquiry; 
and 

(ii) findings from the reports of work 
groups submitted under subsection (d)(2)(C). 

(d) ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS.— 
(1) CHAIRPERSON AND VICE CHAIRPERSON.— 

The Research Task Force shall select a Chair 
and Vice Chair by vote from among the 
members of the Research Task Force. 

(2) WORK GROUPS.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Research Task 

Force— 
(i) not later than 30 days after the date of 

the establishment of the Research Task 
Force, shall establish a work group focused 
specifically on the research needs associated 
with salmon returns in the AYK (Arctic- 
Yukon-Kuskokwim) regions of Western Alas-
ka; and 

(ii) may establish additional regionally or 
stock focused work groups within the Re-
search Task Force, as members determine 
appropriate. 

(B) COMPOSITION.—Each work group estab-
lished under this subsection shall— 

(i) consist of not less than 5 individuals 
who— 

(I) are knowledgeable about the stock or 
region under consideration; and 

(II) need not be members of the Research 
Task Force; and 

(ii) be balanced in terms of stakeholder 
representation, including commercial, rec-

reational, and subsistence fisheries, as well 
as experts in statistical, biological, eco-
nomic, social, or other scientific information 
as relevant to the work group’s focus. 

(C) REPORTS.—Not later than 9 months 
after the date the Research Task Force is 
convened, each work group established under 
this subsection shall submit a report with 
the work group’s findings to the Research 
Task Force. 

(3) COMPENSATION.—Each member of the 
Research Task Force shall serve without 
compensation. 

(4) ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT.—The Sec-
retary of Commerce shall provide such ad-
ministrative support as is necessary for the 
Research Task Force and its work groups to 
carry out their duties, which may include 
support for virtual or in-person participation 
and travel expenses. 

(e) FEDERAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE ACT.— 
The Federal Advisory Committee Act (5 
U.S.C. App.) shall not apply to the Research 
Task Force. 
SEC. 5. DEFINITION OF PACIFIC SALMON. 

In this Act, the term ‘‘Pacific salmon’’ 
means salmon that originates in Alaskan 
waters. 

SA 6524. Mr. SCHUMER (for Ms. HAS-
SAN) proposed an amendment to the 
bill S. 2135, to amend title 31, United 
States Code, to require the Chief Oper-
ating Officer of each agency to compile 
a list of unnecessary programs, and for 
other purposes; as follows: 

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Identifying 
and Eliminating Wasteful Programs Act’’. 
SEC. 2. IDENTIFICATION AND ELIMINATION OF 

UNNECESSARY AGENCY PROGRAMS 
OR PROGRAM ACTIVITIES. 

(a) TRANSPARENCY OF PROGRAMS, PRIORITY 
GOALS, AND RESULTS.—Section 1122(a)(3)(D) 
of title 31, United States Code, is amended— 

(1) by redesignating clauses (vi) and (vii) as 
clauses (vii) and (viii), respectively; 

(2) by inserting after clause (v) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(vi) to the extent practicable and con-
sistent with guidance issued by the Director 
of the Office of Management and Budget, 
budget justification materials described in 
section 3(b)(2)(B) of the Federal Funding Ac-
countability and Transparency Act of 2006 
(31 U.S.C. 6101 note);’’; and 

(3) in clause (vii), as so redesignated, by 
striking ‘‘accountability; and’’ and inserting 
‘‘accountability, including information in-
cluded in the list compiled under section 
1127(b)(1); and’’. 

(b) IDENTIFICATION OF UNNECESSARY AGEN-
CY PROGRAMS OR PROGRAM ACTIVITIES.— 
Chapter 11 of title 31, United States Code, is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘§ 1127. Identification of unnecessary agency 

programs or program activities 
‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(1) AGENCY.—The term ‘agency’ has the 

meaning given the term in section 1108(a). 
‘‘(2) PROGRAM.—The term ‘program’ has 

the meaning given the term in section 
1122(a)(1). 

‘‘(3) PROGRAM ACTIVITY.—The term ‘pro-
gram activity’ has the meaning given the 
term in section 1115(h). 

‘‘(b) AGENCY IDENTIFICATION OF UNNECES-
SARY PROGRAMS OR PROGRAM ACTIVITIES.— 
Not later than 20 days after the date on 
which the President transmits the budget of 
the United States Government under section 
1105(a) each year, and based on guidance pro-
vided by the Director of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget, the Chief Operating Of-
ficer of each agency shall— 
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‘‘(1) compile a list that identifies any pro-

gram or program activity of the agency 
that— 

‘‘(A) is unnecessary, defunct, or unneces-
sarily duplicative of another program or pro-
gram activity of the agency; 

‘‘(B) another agency could administer more 
effectively; or 

‘‘(C) could operate more effectively if the 
program or activity were consolidated with 
other programs or activities; 

‘‘(2) publish the list compiled under para-
graph (1) in— 

‘‘(A) with respect to each list compiled be-
fore the date of the implementation de-
scribed in section 9601(b)(3) of title XCVI of 
the William M. (Mac) Thornberry National 
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 
2021 (31 U.S.C. 1122 note) of the program in-
ventory described in section 1122(a)(2)(B)(i) 
of this title, the pilot program described in 
section 9601(b)(2)(B) of title XCVI of that 
Act; and 

‘‘(B) with respect to each successive list, 
the program inventory described in section 
1122(a)(2)(B)(i); and 

‘‘(3) submit the list compiled under para-
graph (1) to— 

‘‘(A) the relevant congressional commit-
tees of jurisdiction of the agency; 

‘‘(B) the Committee on Appropriations of 
the Senate; 

‘‘(C) the Committee on Homeland Security 
and Governmental Affairs of the Senate; 

‘‘(D) the Committee on Appropriations of 
the House of Representatives; and 

‘‘(E) the Committee on Oversight and Re-
form of the House of Representatives. 

‘‘(c) RECOMMENDATIONS.—Based on guid-
ance issued by the Director of the Office of 
Management and Budget, the head of an 
agency may submit to Congress rec-
ommendations for statutory changes to 
eliminate or consolidate programs or pro-
gram activities identified under subsection 
(b)(1).’’. 

(c) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
sections for chapter 11 of title 31, United 
States Code, is amended by adding at the end 
the following: 
‘‘1127. Identification of unnecessary agency 

programs or program activi-
ties’’. 

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall take effect on the 
date that is 120 days after the date of enact-
ment of this Act. 

SA 6525. Mr. SCHUMER (for Mr. 
PETERS) proposed an amendment to the 
bill H.R. 1917, to modify eligibility re-
quirements for certain hazard mitiga-
tion assistance programs, and for other 
purposes; as follows: 

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Hazard Eli-
gibility and Local Projects Act’’. 
SEC. 2. AUTHORITY TO BEGIN IMPLEMENTATION 

OF ACQUISITION AND DEMOLITION 
ASSISTANCE PROJECTS. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) ADMINISTRATOR.—The term ‘‘Adminis-

trator’’ means the Administrator of the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency. 

(2) COVERED PROJECT.—The term ‘‘covered 
project’’ means a project that— 

(A) is an acquisition and demolition 
project for which an entity began implemen-
tation, including planning or construction, 
before or after requesting assistance for the 
project under a hazard mitigation assistance 
program; and 

(B) qualifies for a categorical exclusion 
under the National Environmental Policy 
Act of 1969 ( 42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.). 

(3) HAZARD MITIGATION ASSISTANCE PRO-
GRAM.—The term ‘‘hazard mitigation assist-
ance program’’ means— 

(A) any grant program authorized under 
section 203 of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster 
Relief and Emergency Assistance Act (42 
U.S.C. 5133); 

(B) the hazard mitigation grant program 
authorized under section 404 of the Robert T. 
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency As-
sistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5170c); and 

(C) the flood mitigation assistance pro-
gram authorized under section 1366 of the 
National Flood Insurance Act of 1968 (42 
U.S.C. 4104c). 

(b) ELIGIBILITY FOR ASSISTANCE FOR COV-
ERED PROJECTS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—An entity seeking assist-
ance under a hazard mitigation assistance 
program may be eligible to receive that as-
sistance for a covered project if— 

(A) the entity— 
(i) complies with all other eligibility re-

quirements of the hazard mitigation assist-
ance program for acquisition or demolition 
projects, including extinguishing all incom-
patible encumbrances; and 

(ii) complies with all Federal requirements 
for the covered project; and 

(B) the Administrator determines that the 
covered project— 

(i) qualifies for a categorical exclusion 
under the National Environmental Policy 
Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.); 

(ii) is compliant with applicable floodplain 
management and protection of wetland regu-
lations and criteria; and 

(iii) does not require consultation under 
any other environmental or historic preser-
vation law or regulation or involve any ex-
traordinary circumstances. 

(2) COSTS INCURRED.—An entity seeking as-
sistance under a hazard mitigation assist-
ance program shall be responsible for any 
project costs incurred by the entity for a 
covered project if the covered project is not 
awarded, or is determined to be ineligible 
for, assistance. 

(c) APPLICABILITY.—This Act shall apply to 
covered projects started on or after the date 
of enactment of this Act. 

(d) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after 
the date of enactment of this Act, and annu-
ally thereafter for 3 years, the Administrator 
shall submit to Congress a report on use of 
the authority under this Act, including— 

(1) how many applicants used the author-
ity; 

(2) how many applicants using the author-
ity successfully obtained a grant; 

(3) how many applicants were not able to 
successfully obtain a grant; 

(4) the reasons applicants were not able to 
obtain a grant; and 

(5) the extent to which applicants using 
the authority were able to comply with all 
necessary Federal environmental, historic 
preservation, and other related laws and reg-
ulations. 

(e) TERMINATION.—The authority provided 
under this Act shall cease to be effective on 
the date that is 3 years after the date of en-
actment of this Act. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I have 
four requests for committees to meet 
during today’s session of the Senate. 
They have the approval of the Majority 
and Minority Leaders. 

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph 
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are 
authopized to meet during today’s ses-
sion of the Senate: 
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN 

AFFAIRS 

The Committee on Banking, Housing, 
and Urban Affairs is authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Wednesday, December 14, 2022, at 10 
a.m., to conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS 

The Committee on Indian Affairs is 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Wednesday, December 
14, 2022, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a busi-
ness meeting. 

COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS AND 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

The Committee on Small Business 
and Entrepreneurship is authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Wednesday, December 14, 2022, at 
2:30 p.m., to conduct a hearing. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 

The Select Committee on Intel-
ligence is authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, December 14, 2022, at 2:30 p.m., to 
conduct a closed briefing. 

f 

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, 
DECEMBER 15, 2022 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 10 a.m., Thursday, Decem-
ber 15, and that following the prayer 
and pledge, the morning hour be 
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time 
for the two leaders be reserved for their 
use later in the day, and morning busi-
ness be closed; that upon the conclu-
sion of morning business, the Senate 
proceed to executive session for the 
consideration of the Johnson nomina-
tion; further, that at 12 noon the Sen-
ate vote on confirmation of the John-
son nomination; finally, that if any 
nominations are confirmed during 
Thursday’s session, the motions to re-
consider be considered made and laid 
upon the table and the President be im-
mediately notified of the Senate’s ac-
tion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M. 
TOMORROW 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, if 
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask that it stand ad-
journed under the previous order. 

There being no objection, the Senate, 
at 7:33 p.m., adjourned until Thursday, 
December 15, 2022, at 10 a.m. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 10:02 Dec 15, 2022 Jkt 039060 PO 00000 Frm 00053 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A14DE6.038 S14DEPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

12
6Q

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E

---



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES7206 December 14, 2022 
CONFIRMATIONS 

Executive nominations confirmed by 
the Senate December 14, 2022: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

FRANCISCO O. MORA, OF FLORIDA, TO BE PERMANENT 
REPRESENTATIVE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
TO THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES, WITH THE 
RANK OF AMBASSADOR. 

ELIZABETH FRAWLEY BAGLEY, OF FLORIDA, TO BE 
AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY 
OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO THE FEDERA-
TIVE REPUBLIC OF BRAZIL. 
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HONORING FREDNA MAHAFFEY 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 14, 2022 

Mr. LONG. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Fredna Mahaffey. 

Fredna Barton Mahaffey was born on July 
18, 1929, in Highland Park (Dallas), Texas. 
After graduating from Highland Park High 
School, she attended SMU where she became 
a member of the Pi Beta Phi Sorority. After 
transferring to the University of Wisconsin in 
Madison she graduated with a BA in Spanish 
while also becoming President of the local Pi 
Beta Phi chapter. 

In 1953, Fredna was very blessed to have 
gone on an afternoon blind date where she 
met her future husband John B. Mahaffey of 
Springfield, Missouri. Their date was to a foot-
ball game between two arch rivals, the Texas 
Longhorns and the Oklahoma Sooners. 
‘Freddie’ as John called her had another date 
with another suitor scheduled for that evening 
but she was so taken with John she cancelled 
the later date. John and Fredna got married 
October 29, 1954, in Dallas. After their nup-
tials Fredna moved to Springfield in southwest 
Missouri. Their children, Robert and Beth, 
grew up with the political commitment of their 
parents. 

Fredna campaigned for Richard Nixon in 
1960 and took her daughter to a Nixon rally at 
the Ozark Empire Fairgrounds. Throughout the 
1964 presidential campaign, her children re-
member that she wore a gold elephant pin 
with black horn-rimmed glasses in support of 
Barry Goldwater. I didn’t wear an elephant pin 
but 1964 was the first campaign I worked on 
as a nine year old in Springfield. I would ride 
my bicycle all over the neighborhood nailing 
‘Goldwater For President’ placards to tele-
phone poles. Fredna’s father was a physician 
who had the first EKG machine in Dallas, and 
after he read ‘‘A Texan Looks at Lyndon’’ pub-
lished in March 1964 he shared it with Fredna. 

In the mid-1960’s, she worked tirelessly for 
then-State Senator Jack Curtis’ re-election, 
whose district lines had changed to include 
the whole of Greene County. Their phone 
bank was 3 rotary-dial telephones in the base-
ment of Jack and Helen Curtis’ home in 
Springfield with volunteers fueled by Helen’s 
delicious brownies. 

Fredna was a Greene County, Missouri, 
GOP Committeewoman and local political or-
ganizer for many years, back in the day when 
all her voter records were on handwritten 
index cards. 

Fredna and John were instrumental in 
Southwest Missouri in the Republicans rise in 
Missouri including the election of Jack Dan-
forth to Attorney General in 1968, Kit Bond as 
State Auditor in 1970, and Kit Bond for Gov-
ernor in 1972. Over the past 50 years, Fredna 
supported numerous Federal, state and local 
candidates and GOP party committees’ fund-
raising campaigns. In 2000 and 2004, Fredna 

supported John’s efforts as a major national 
fundraiser for former President George W. 
Bush. She and John opened their homes on 
Catalpa and in Highland Springs and hosted 
or sponsored gatherings for former President 
George H.W. Bush, former Vice President Dan 
Quayle, former President George W. Bush, 
Lynne Cheney, Senator Roy Blunt, Senator 
Josh Hawley, Governor Mike Parson, Sec-
retary of State Jay Ashcroft, Congresswomen 
Ann Wagner and Vicky Hartzler, former Sen-
ators Jack Danforth, Kit Bond and Jim Talent, 
and former Lt. Governor Peter Kinder. 

In our recently completed election cycle, 
Fredna, at 93 years old continued to support 
Republican candidates including myself for 
Senate along with Eric Schmitt for Senate, 
Eric Burleson for Congress in Missouri–07 and 
Erik Aadlund in Colorado–07 (whose father is 
the former Commanding General at Fort Leon-
ard Wood). Her heart and head has not 
wavered from the mission of liberty, smaller 
government and free enterprise instilled in her 
many years before. 

Fredna had 58 years together with John, in-
cluding in the political arena, until his passing 
in August 2013. She supported his more than 
3 decades of service as a Civilian Aide to the 
Secretary of the Army under 5 U.S. Presi-
dents, traveling the world in support of the 
U.S. Army. The John Mahaffey Museum Com-
plex at Fort Leonard Wood is a testimony to 
their joint faithfulness to our soldiers, as is 
their establishing the Operation Promises 
scholarship at Missouri State University for 
veterans who were injured in combat after 
September 11, 2001. 

Fredna is most importantly a lifelong Chris-
tian, a strong believer in Jesus Christ as her 
Lord and Savior and a faithful member and 
supporter of First and Calvary Presbyterian 
Church in Springfield. 

Madam Speaker, Fredna has dedicated her 
life to so many great causes near to her heart, 
and I am proud to honor her today. 

f 

RECOGNIZING VIRGINIA ‘‘GINNY’’ 
BURROUGHS ON HER 102ND 
BIRTHDAY 

HON. BRIAN K. FITZPATRICK 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 14, 2022 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize an outstanding constituent 
from my district, Virginia Jewell Rogers Bur-
roughs. Ginny was born on December 19, 
1920. As we celebrate her 102 years of life, 
we think of all the memories and stories that 
she has and continues to share as a citizen of 
this great country. Ginny was born and raised 
in the Trenton, New Jersey area, spending 
much of her adult life in Pennington, New Jer-
sey. She is a mother and was the devoted 
wife of her husband, Robert Burroughs who 
was the CEO and Owner of the Trenton Fold-
ing Box Company. Ginny raised 4 children and 

is the grandmother to 9 grandchildren and 
multiple great-grandchildren. Ginny would 
often split her time between Pennington, New 
Jersey and Naples, Florida until she retired at 
Holland Village where she actively engages in 
the community beyond bingo and canasta. 
Ginny is a supportive voice in the Holland Vil-
lage Community and continues to care for oth-
ers by making sure they have their meals and 
welcomes visitors to her dining room table. 
Now as she has turned 102 years young, I am 
proud to recognize and celebrate Virginia 
Jewell Rogers Burroughs as an exceptional 
citizen from my district. We are incredibly 
grateful for the positive impact Ginny has had 
throughout her life and the countless people 
she has touched through her kindness, and 
we wish Ginny countless blessings as she 
continues to be a voice for her community. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE RETIREMENT 
OF GARY YANDURA 

HON. LUCY McBATH 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 14, 2022 

Mrs. MCBATH. Madam Speaker, I am proud 
to recognize the retirement of Gary Yandura, 
Chief Emeritus of the Brookhaven Police De-
partment. For 40 years, Chief Emeritus 
Yandura has served with distinction as a law 
enforcement officer and a leader in community 
policing. 

Chief Emeritus Yandura began his career in 
policing in Lake Forest, Illinois, where he 
served for 24 years before retiring as deputy 
chief. Here in Georgia, he served as chief of 
police in Hiram and College Park. In College 
Park, he was credited with reducing crime by 
30 percent during his first four years as police 
chief. Following a nationwide search, he was 
appointed the first chief of police for the newly 
incorporated city of Brookhaven in April of 
2013. For the last decade, Chief Emeritus 
Yandura has put Brookhaven on the map as 
one of the most innovative and forward-think-
ing police departments in the country. 

During Chief Emeritus Yandura’s tenure, he 
has made significant contributions in law en-
forcement, criminal justice, and mental health. 
Through initiatives like the Brookhaven Police 
Transparency Project, the Mental Health Co- 
Responder Program, and the innovative use of 
drones in police work, Brookhaven’s Police 
Department has put an emphasis on 
prioritizing safety and building trust in the com-
munity. Because of these initiatives, the 
Brookhaven Police Department is routinely in-
vited by law enforcement agencies from 
across the country to share their work so that 
more communities in America can benefit from 
the wisdom of the standards and practices 
that have been fostered by Chief Emeritus 
Yandura. 

Over the last 4 years, I have been honored 
to work in partnership with Chief Emeritus 
Yandura as I have represented the City of 
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Brookhaven. He and his department have 
gone above and beyond the call of duty in 
service to the residents of Brookhaven. While 
his presence will be sorely missed, I know his 
legacy will live on through the programs he 
has developed and implemented through the 
years. On behalf of my office and the United 
States House of Representatives, I wish Chief 
Yandura all the best in his retirement and 
thank him once again for his decades of out-
standing service to our community. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE DEPARTURE OF 
THE HONORABLE CAROLE 
GROOM FROM THE SAN MATEO 
COUNTY BOARD OF SUPER-
VISORS 

HON. JACKIE SPEIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 14, 2022 

Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize my good friend and colleague Carole 
Groom as she departs the San Mateo County 
Board of Supervisors after 13 years of service. 
The people of San Mateo County are losing a 
champion of children, healthcare, economic 
justice, and the environment. 

Carole began her public service career on 
the City of San Mateo’s public works and plan-
ning commissions. She was appointed to the 
city council in 2000 and won election to a full 
four-year term in 2001. She twice served as 
Mayor. Carole and her colleagues skillfully 
guided the Bay Meadows development 
through public reviews and controversy, and 
the result is a spectacular 83 acres of mixed- 
use development adjacent to a major rail sta-
tion. It hosts 1,250 residential units and 1.25 
million square feet of office space. She also 
supported the overlapping Rail Corridor Spe-
cific Plan that covered the area from Hillsdale 
Boulevard to the old Kmart site. That plan pro-
duced hundreds of new housing units, retail 
and office buildings at the old Kmart shopping 
center, serving as a regional example to emu-
late. As an avid booster of downtown San 
Mateo, she coined the saying, ‘‘If you can’t 
find it in San Mateo, you don’t need it.’’ This 
remains an unofficial slogan of the city. 

Carole was appointed to the Board of Su-
pervisors in 2009 and formed the first board 
with women in the majority. She won a full 
four-year term in 2010. These were the dark-
est days of the housing recession. In her first 
comments as a member, she noted that she 
wanted to continue her work on the county’s 
budget deficit and universal health coverage. 
Carole’s priorities also included protecting 
parks and open space. 

In 2009, she launched ‘‘Active San Mateo 
County’’ which convened an annual Fall con-
ference exploring health and wellbeing, and 
that planned an annual countywide event, 
‘‘Streets Alive! Parks Alive!’’ The county’s 
parks and recreation directors recognized her 
with their ‘‘Champion of the Community’’ 
award in 2012. 

Perhaps Carole’s signature effort to boost 
economic justice in San Mateo County came 
through an innovative program known as ‘‘The 
Big Lift.’’ It was a big lift to consider a county-
wide program to increase the percentage of 
third graders reading at grade level from 58 
percent to 80 percent, but Carole, her board 

colleagues and the county’s superintendent of 
education took on the task. Key interventions 
included access to preschool, inspiring sum-
mer experiences, reducing chronic absentee-
ism, and increasing family engagement from 
preschool to third grade. The pandemic struck 
a blow to this noble effort, but it continues and 
undoubtedly paid off for thousands of children 
from 2013 to 2020 when classes were greatly 
disrupted. 

Peninsula Clean Energy was the brainchild 
of Supervisors Pine and Groom. This county-
wide energy aggregator buys clean, renewable 
energy on the market and sells it to most busi-
nesses and households at 5 percent below the 
rates of our local utility. We all search for 
ways to reduce the cost of living and to im-
prove the environment. The two Supervisors 
found a remarkable way to do both, and today 
the agency has expanded its offerings to in-
clude grants for purchases of energy efficient 
appliances. 

Carole has deep roots in the health care 
system, having served as Vice President of 
Mills Peninsula Hospital for 18 years. She 
presently serves on the Board of Directors of 
the San Mateo County Hospital Board, the 
governing body for the San Mateo Medical 
Center. The hospital is a gem, and Carole 
Groom, as a skillful board member, is one of 
the finest jewelers in our community. 

In addition to her work on the Board of Su-
pervisors, she serves as a member of the 
California Coastal Commission, the Bay Area 
Air Quality Management District, and on the 
board of our local transit agency, Samtrans. If 
it thrives on our coast, Carole protects it. If it 
pollutes the air, Carole opposes it. If it glides 
on big axels down the El Camino Real and 
gives essential mobility to the disabled, our 
working poor and the elderly, Carole cele-
brates it. 

Madam Speaker, we now say goodbye to a 
woman who everyone welcomes with joy 
when she walks into a room. We know that 
her heart was focused on policies that were 
fair and that protected the most vulnerable. It 
is said that on a clear day you can see for-
ever. Carole saw the good in people, and her 
vision built a better life for millions over more 
than twenty years that she served our commu-
nity and state. The woman who promoted 
reading to promote justice is now retiring. San 
Mateo County owes Supervisor Carole Groom 
its eternal appreciation. While she will be out 
of the limelight, Carole will remain in the 
hearts of all of us. 

f 

EXPRESSING THE COMMITMENT 
OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA-
TIVES TO BUILDING ON THE 
TWENTY YEARS OF SUCCESS OF 
THE GEORGE MCGOVERN-ROBERT 
DOLE FOOD FOR EDUCATION 
AND CHILD NUTRITION PRO-
GRAM 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 13, 2022 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, I rise 
in support of H. Res. 1156, expressing the 
commitment of the House of Representatives 
to building on the 20 years of success of the 

George McGovern-Robert Dole Food for Edu-
cation and Child Nutrition Program. 

The McGovern-Dole International Food for 
Education and Child Nutrition Program helps 
support education, child development and food 
security in low-income, food-deficit countries 
around the globe. 

In 2017, there were 821 million people 
worldwide experiencing hunger. That is 1 in 
every 9 people. 

Sixty-six million children are experiencing 
hunger worldwide every day. One in 6 children 
are food insecure. 

According to UNICEF, approximately 3.1 
million children globally die from undernutrition 
every year. It is estimated that every 10 sec-
onds a child around the globe dies from hun-
ger. 

Even in the United States, hunger and food 
insecurity are major problems. In my home of 
Houston, almost 725,000 people experience 
food insecurity, which amounts to about 23 
percent of Houston’s households. 

More than 500,000 Houstonians live in food 
deserts. These food deserts are found mostly 
in areas with limited transportation, lack of aid, 
and high unemployment rates. 

Hunger is also tragic because it reflects 
economic and social inequity. In Houston, for 
example, food deserts are more likely to occur 
in primarily Black communities. 

Lack of food doesn’t just impact a child’s 
hunger levels. Food insecurity stunts a child’s 
growth and development and often children 
fall behind in school because they are unable 
to focus while experiencing hunger. 

Children who experience food insecurity 
grow into adults with health complications that 
emerged from the lack of food. 

As former Chair of the Congressional Chil-
dren’s Caucus I worked to improve the lives of 
children not only in the United States, but 
globally because the children are the future, 
and we must do everything possible to protect 
them. 

Global food insecurity is of great importance 
to me because, not only am I a longtime 
Member of the House Hunger Caucus, I rep-
resent the same Congressional District that 
had been represented by iconic leaders who 
fought to end hunger in the U.S. and globally. 

I am proud to continue the historic legacy of 
Congresswoman Barbara Jordan, who was a 
champion for human dignity and fought for the 
rights of all people regardless of race, gender, 
heritage, or economic status, and Congress-
man Mickey Leland, who worked tirelessly to 
raise awareness of, and fight for, policies to 
end food insecurity around the globe and who, 
tragically, died in a plane crash while working 
to end world hunger on a relief mission in 
Ethiopia. 

Starvation is a terrible thing. It’s something 
that nobody should have to go through. And 
yet, there are people in this world who are 
starving right now as a consequence of nat-
ural disasters, war, and even as a tool of war-
fare. 

In Pakistan, food deprivation is compounded 
by the human toll from recent floods and other 
natural disasters. Using drought to strategi-
cally exacerbate starvation is unacceptable. 

The people of Ethiopia’s Tigre Province are 
being subjected to a truly vile and malicious 
use of food deprivation in this way. The region 
was already suffering from drought, and when 
compounded by forced starvation from denial 
of access to food as a weapon of war, the ef-
fect is heinous and the consequences are 
unforgiveable. 
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Russia’s aggression against Ukraine is a 

global food insecurity tragedy on multiple lev-
els. As Putin wages his war against the peo-
ple of Ukraine, he uses food as a weapon by 
destroying the food production and transpor-
tation capacity of the country he invaded. At 
the same time, since Ukraine grows grains 
and crops that feed much of the world, Putin’s 
devastation of Ukraine’s food production infra-
structure and takeovers of Ukrainian food ex-
ports cause food insecure populations of 
countless countries to suffer, especially in Afri-
ca. 

The McGovern-Dole program also aims to 
defeat malnutrition. Children across the globe 
are affected by malnutrition and the McGovern 
Dole program is working to combat this debili-
tating condition. 

The McGovern-Dole Program has been suc-
cessful at saving lives all over the world for 20 
years. 

This program boosts school enrollment, in-
creases attendance, and improves reading 
outcomes and literacy results through pro-
viding school meals, teacher training, and gov-
ernment capacity-building. 

The McGovern-Dole Program has been able 
to improve health, nutrition, and dietary prac-
tices through supporting Maternal and Child 
Nutrition (MCN). The program encourages the 
inclusion of health and nutrition sensitive ac-
tivities, such as micronutrient-fortified prod-
ucts, take-home rations, treatments for ill-
nesses, and nutrition education. 

H. Res. 1156 must be passed. With bipar-
tisan Congressional support, the United States 
has been able to work with other countries on 
hunger, specifically childhood hunger, which is 
a devastating condition. 

It is imperative that we continue to work to-
gether to reduce hunger worldwide. 

We must end this unnecessary suffering be-
fore it claims even more lives. 

This bill must be important to us all. Invest-
ing in children today will only benefit the world 
in the future. 

We must continue this program to address 
global food insecurity and create conditions for 
peace and stability. 

This effort will support U.S. farmers, millers, 
shippers, and commodity groups that provide 
agricultural commodities for the program to 
help combat malnutrition and food insecurity 
worldwide. 

I encourage my colleagues to join me in 
supporting this critical bill that will build upon 
the 20 years of success of the George 
McGovern-Robert Dole International Food for 
Education and Child Nutrition Program. 

f 

HONORING DR. DEEPAK BANSAL 

HON. THOMAS R. SUOZZI 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 14, 2022 

Mr. SUOZZI. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Dr. Deepak Bansal. Dr. Deepak 
Bansal is a dedicated and respected commu-
nity activist and leader who is well-known for 
his charitable endeavors. He has always main-
tained a close relationship with the local com-
munity and is very passionate about giving 
back to it. After completing his dream of a 
Masters in Philosophy and a Doctorate in Met-
allurgy at the prestigious University of 

Kurukshetra India, he migrated to the United 
States 25 years ago. He is currently a Real 
Estate Associate Broker and is always willing 
to help new immigrants of the South Asian 
community in achieving their goals. He has a 
significant following in the South Asian com-
munity, which includes people of Indian, Paki-
stani, Sri Lankan, and Bangladeshi origin. 

As the current President of the United 
States chapter of the Human Rights Commis-
sion of India, Dr. Bansal has the utmost re-
spect for the families of the first responders 
who gave their lives protecting our freedom to 
enjoy our life. Dr. Bansal is the president of 
the Indo-American Association for Change 
(IAAC), an organization supporting and serv-
ing the families of firefighters and our law en-
forcement community. Dr. Bansal was the 
president of the India Day Parade 2021 and 
has continued to work for the organization. Dr. 
Bansal volunteers each year with Toys for 
Tots, an organization where U.S. Marines col-
lect and distribute toys to children for holiday 
celebrations. Dr. Bansal has organized semi-
nars on the environment, education, and 
health awareness. He is always standing with 
the vulnerable to protect their rights for justice. 
Dr. Bansal’s community service has won him 
numerous citations, proclamations, and honors 
from elected civic leaders around New York 
State. Dr. Bansal is a loving and respected 
man who is always ready to serve the commu-
nity. He recently was honored by Ram Dass 
Athawale, the Minister for Social Justice of 
India. 

While studying, Dr. Bansal also did social 
work, which he continues to do to this day in 
the United States. He is the Vice-chair of 
Friends for Good Health, an International Or-
ganization devoted to helping people around 
the world with preventive care at no cost to 
those in need. His position at the organization 
spearheads a food drive every year. Dr. 
Deepak Bansal always says he is happy to 
serve the community. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF FIRST 
SERGEANT WALLACE GREEN, JR. 

HON. ELAINE G. LURIA 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 14, 2022 

Mrs. LURIA. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of First Sergeant Wallace Green, 
Jr. 

Mr. Green joined the United States Marine 
Corps on January 10, 1947 and served for 22 
years until August 31, 1968. During the Korea 
Conflict he served from May 1952 to June 
1953 with B Co. 1st Bn. 1st Mar. Div as a sec-
tion leader in the Machine gun Platoon. FMF 
Rein. On July 7, 1953, he married the love of 
his life, Mildred Simpson. In March 1965, he 
served in Vietnam with C Co. 1st Bn. 3rd 
MAR. 3RD Mar. Div. as 1st platoon leader. 

After his service in Vietnam, he was as-
signed to 2nd Marine Air Wing as a counselor 
for those confined in the Base Brig. Once he 
was promoted to the rank of First Sergeant, 
he was reassigned as the Non-Commissioned 
Officers School, First Sergeant. Then in April 
of 1967 he received orders to O.C.S. Basic 
School as the First Sergeant of Company E in 
Quantico, Va. At the end of the training period, 
he stayed at MCB Quantico as the First Ser-

geant. of Hq. Co. Service Bn. until his retire-
ment in August of 1968. 

Upon retirement, Mr. Green joined the Post-
al Service as a clerk and enrolled into Tide-
water Community College’s Portsmouth, Vir-
ginia Campus. After graduating, he transferred 
to Old Dominion University and received a 
B.S. in Elementary Education and Special 
Education. Soon after, in February of 1974, 
Norfolk Public School hired him as teacher. 
He later attended the University of George 
Washington, where he received a Master of 
Art Degree in Education in 1978. In 1991 he 
received a Master of Divinity Degree from 
Richmond Virginia Seminary, and in 1995 he 
retired from the Norfolk Public Schools after 
21 years of faithful service to his community. 

Mr. Green was a devoted Christian and 
served as a bible school teacher at his church 
for many years. Mr. Green considered his son, 
Kendall Green, as one of his greatest achieve-
ments in life. 

A Montford Point Marine, Mr. Green became 
one of the first Black Marines in the country, 
putting his life on the line during a time of im-
mense racial strife, division, and war. He re-
ceived the Congressional Gold Medal when 
Montford Point Marines were awarded the 
honor in 2012. 

Mr. Green is an American hero. His selfless-
ness, perseverance, and commitment to serv-
ing others will continue to inspire generations 
across the country. The United States and 
Coastal Virginia are better off because of First 
Sergeant Green, and we will miss him dearly. 

f 

HONORING JP SELL AND DIVERSI-
FIED FREEDOM FOR DISABIL-
ITIES/FISH TALES 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 14, 2022 

Mr. LONG. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor JP Sell and Diversified Freedom for Dis-
abilities/Fish Tales. 

Diversified Freedom for Disabilities/Fish 
Tales is a Not-for-Profit Organization founded 
in 2011 by JP Sell, located in Missouri that 
specializes in working with veterans and chil-
dren with severe disabilities. This organization 
develops equipment so that these persons 
with disabilities may enjoy the Great Outdoors, 
in fishing, hunting, and trail adventures. 
Through the years DFD/Fish Tales has devel-
oped special programs such as Fishing 
Dreams for Veterans, Anglers for Life, and the 
National Youth Fishing Association. Today 
their efforts are developing a Handicap Recre-
ation Park for veterans and children with dis-
abilities and a Special Indoor Facility for activi-
ties and mental health rehabilitation. DFD/Fish 
Tales has helped well over 50,000 veterans 
and children with disabilities enjoy the Great 
Outdoors and has helped structure many other 
Not-for-Profit organizations develop programs 
so they may extend their outreaches to help 
others. 

Madam Speaker, Diversified Freedom for 
Disabilities/Fish Tales is an incredible organi-
zation doing incredible work. As an avid bass 
fisherman myself, I know the joy that being out 
on the water can bring, and DFD/Fish Tales 
has been bringing that joy to those who might 
otherwise miss out. The annual Fishing 
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Dreams Event on Table Rock Lake, which I 
have been proud to take part in as Congress-
man for Missouri’s 7th District, is but one of 
many great programs they host to help vet-
erans and children with disabilities. In 2021 at 
Fishing Dreams we took 107 veterans fishing 
including two that were over 100 years old. 
When I pull up at this annual event, JP Sell is 
one of the first faces I see and always with a 
big bright smile ready to volunteer for the day. 

f 

HONORING CURT G. 
HOLLINGSWORTH 

HON. FREDERICA S. WILSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 14, 2022 

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today, as the first Bahamian American 
elected to Congress, to honor and welcome 
Curt G. Hollingsworth as the newly appointed 
Consul General of the Bahamas in Miami. 

Consul General Hollingsworth migrated to 
Miami when he was young, and he is a prod-
uct of the Miami-Dade County Public School 
System. He graduated from Miami Carol City 
High School, and he received his Associates 
of Arts degree from Miami Dade Community 
College. He went on to receive a Bachelor of 
Arts degree in Educational Psychology from 
Cambridge University. 

A native of West End Grand Bahama, Con-
sul General Hollingsworth is a seasoned edu-
cator with nearly four decades of experience 
as a teacher, track and field and basketball 
coach, mentor, and administrator. He is known 
in the Marco City community as an activist 
with a mission towards the advancement of 
young people. 

Mr. Hollingsworth has had the love and sup-
port of his caring wife, Caroline Hollingsworth, 
for more than 45 years. They are the proud 
parents of 5 children; 4 sons and 1 daughter. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in honoring 
the Honorable Curt G. Hollingsworth as he re-
turns to Miami as the Consul General of Baha-
mas. 

f 

HONORING CONGRESSMAN PETER 
DEFAZIO 

HON. SUZANNE BONAMICI 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 14, 2022 

Ms. BONAMICI Madam Speaker, I rise to 
honor the incredible service of the Dean of the 
Oregon delegation, Chairman PETER DEFAZIO. 
PETER has been a fighter and champion for 
the people of SW Oregon for nearly three dec-
ades. Like me, PETER grew up outside of Or-
egon but fell in love with the state and made 
it his home. PETER and I also share an alma 
mater—the University of Oregon. PETER has 
been fortunate to represent the campus for his 
tenure in Congress, helping to secure the suc-
cess of the University for past and future gen-
erations. 

PETER’s district is home to some of the most 
beautiful natural treasures in the country, and 
he has spent his career fighting for the res-
toration and preservation of these wild spaces. 
He has also been one of the most committed 

Congressional champions for animal rights 
and has personally rescued and cared for 
many animals. As Chair of the Transportation 
and Infrastructure Committee, PETER has 
worked diligently to invest in infrastructure and 
in our people. Whether he’s fighting to keep 
us safe with oversight of corporations, support 
for the U.S. Coast Guard, or by strengthening 
our roads and bridges, he puts people first. 
This is also reflected in the countless good- 
paying jobs he helped create with numerous 
infrastructure laws that center labor and the 
needs of working people. 

As a co-founder of the Congressional Pro-
gressive Caucus (CPC), PETER made fighting 
for progressive and populist policies the foun-
dation of his work. Even as he experienced 
political shifts and challenges, PETER never 
wavered from his core values. There is no 
other voice in Congress quite like PETER’s; he 
says what he means and does what he says 
he’ll do. His persistence in aviation safety led 
to a successful documentary film—and impor-
tantly to industry changes and standards that 
will keep the flying public safer for years to 
come. 

Like many of us, I know PETER would not 
have been able to accomplish so much for his 
constituents over so many years without his 
dedicated staff in both Washington, D.C. and 
Oregon, and the support of his wife, Mymie 
Daut. I would like to add my thanks for their 
years of service and sacrifice. I congratulate 
my good friend and colleague on a well-de-
served retirement and wish him the very best 
in his next chapter. 

f 

HONORING BRYAN MAGERS 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 14, 2022 

Mr. LONG. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Bryan Magers. 

William Bryan Magers was born on June 15, 
1947, in Springfield, Missouri. After graduating 
from Glendale High School, Bryan attended 
the University of Missouri. He served in the 
United States Army, and after completing mili-
tary service he entered the world of real es-
tate, joining 8 other realtors to form House of 
Brokers. 

He started Bryan Properties in 1985 with the 
purchase of a house just west of Missouri 
State University. He began to build duplexes 
and single-family homes for rent, and by 1989 
he was creating apartment communities. 
Bryan Properties really hit its stride in the 21st 
century: the company built University Suites, a 
72–bed residential development at Drury Uni-
versity. It was awarded Leadership in Energy 
and Environmental Design-Platinum status by 
the U.S. Green Building Council; and it 
changed the face of student housing at Mis-
souri State University by creating Bear Village, 
a 660–bed student community that features a 
variety of floor plans, all-inclusive billing, and 
premier amenities. That growth continues 
unabated. Today, the company has a diversi-
fied portfolio of market-based apartments, stu-
dent housing, single-family homes and du-
plexes, hotels, and restaurants. Bryan Prop-
erties also offers comprehensive management 
services, delivered by its staff of dedicated 
long-term employees. This year, Bryan deliv-

ered the first public-private partnership in Mis-
souri State University history, a 400–bed resi-
dence hall with parking, constructed on less 
than one acre of land. Heitz Hall also features 
retail space and a unified dining center. 

Bryan Magers has been a success for near-
ly a half-century because he believes in im-
proving the quality of life for people in his 
hometown, and giving back to his native 
Ozarks. Bryan is a philanthropist with myriad 
causes close to his heart. He is a generous 
patron to the arts community, with donations 
to Springfield Little Theatre and the Springfield 
Symphony. He supports Missouri State Uni-
versity’s athletic programs. His donations have 
created a new courtyard at the welcome cen-
ter to Missouri State University. He also spear-
headed the drive that created the Magers 
Family Health and Wellness Center, the state- 
of-the-art medical home for the Missouri State 
community. 

Bryan has served as president and board 
member for the Greater Springfield Apartment 
& Housing Association, the Convention & Visi-
tors Bureau, the Missouri State University 
Foundation and the Missouri Sports Hall of 
Fame. Bryan was honored with the Philan-
thropist of the Year award in 2016 from the 
Ozarks chapter of the Association of Fund-
raising Professionals. In 2022, Bryan Prop-
erties received the Founders Award from the 
Missouri Sports Hall of Fame. Bryan’s only 
failure in life was as a Little League Umpire. 
You see he called many of my games and I 
never agreed with any of his calls. 

Madam Speaker, it is clear that Bryan 
Magers has a big heart. Ask anyone who 
knows him. He is a mentor, a motivator, an in-
spiration, and a benefactor. I am proud to call 
him my friend, and to honor him today. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE AND RE-
TIREMENT OF RICHARD 
OBERMANN 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 14, 2022 

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize a valued staff mem-
ber of the Committee on Science, Space, and 
Technology, Richard ‘‘Dick’’ Obermann, who is 
retiring this month after 33 years of service to 
the House of Representatives. 

Dick Obermann began his career in the 
House in 1990, as the Science Advisor for the 
Space Subcommittee on the Committee on 
Science, Space, and Technology. He was well 
qualified for the position, holding both a 
M.S.E. in Aeronautics and Astronautics from 
Stanford and a B.S.E. and Ph.D. in Aerospace 
and Mechanical Sciences from Princeton Uni-
versity. Before working at the Committee, Dick 
worked on the technical staff at the MITRE 
Corporation and as a senior program officer at 
the National Research Council. Dick worked 
on space policy issues for his entire 33 years 
on the Committee, and he is generally re-
garded as one of the foremost space policy 
experts in the United States. 

I was elected to Congress in 1992, and I 
began my service on the Committee on 
Science, Space, and Technology in that same 
year. I have known Dick Obermann for 30 
years. During my time on the Committee, I 
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have always known Dick to be a consummate 
professional with an exacting attention to de-
tail and a passion for ensuring the success of 
America’s space program. When I took over 
as the Ranking Democrat on the Committee, 
my first action was to name Dick the Chief of 
Staff. In the ensuing 12 years as my Chief of 
Staff, Dick guided the Committee staff through 
many successes, culminating in the passage 
this year of the CHIPS and Science Act, the 
largest and most comprehensive legislation in 
the Committee’s history. 

After three decades of service, I am happy 
that Dick will have some well-deserved time 
for rest and relaxation. I know he will appre-
ciate having more time to spend with his be-
loved wife, Grace and his two children Pearl 
and John. But I also know that Dick is not one 
to hold still for too long, and I’m sure he will 
have success in any of his future endeavors. 

We often speak of the dedicated staff who 
make this institution such a wonderful place in 
which to work. Dick Obermann is just such a 
person. His decades of public service have 
made this institution a better place. His efforts 
as a space policy professional were instru-
mental in ensuring the many successes of our 
nation’s space program. But most of all, his 
sound counsel and friendship have made my 
time in Congress all the better. I thank Dick for 
his many years of dedicated and loyal service. 

f 

HONORING PHILIP DAVIS 

HON. FREDERICA S. WILSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, December 14, 2022 

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today, as the first Bahamian American 
elected to Congress, to honor and welcome 
Philip Davis the newly elected Prime Minister 
and Minister of Finance of the Bahamas. 

Philip Edward ‘‘Brave’’ Davis was born on 
June 7, 1951, in Nassau, Bahamas, the oldest 
of eight children born to Dorothy and Brave 
Edward Davis. Mr. Davis received his primary 
education at the Old Bight All Age School on 
Cat Island while living with his grandparents. 
After returning to Nassau, he went on to re-
ceive an education at the Eastern Junior & 
Senior Schools, and at St. John’s College in 
New Providence. 

Prime Minister Davis is perhaps best known 
now as a politician, serving as Leader of the 
Progressive Liberal Party, and Member of Par-
liament for Cat Island, Rum Cay and San Sal-
vador. However, he entered politics late in life. 
Professionally, he is known both locally and 
internationally as an acclaimed Corporate and 
Human Rights lawyer, a highly distinguished 
legal educator, a passionate sportsperson, a 
sponsor of many sporting activities, and a 
Toastmaster. 

After a brief stint in banking, he articled as 
a Law Clerk in the Law Chambers of Wallace 
Whitfield & Barnwell. His appointment as 
Queen’s Counsel, the highest possible honor 
which is conferred on those practicing law in 
the English legal system anywhere in the 
world, came in recognition of both his highly 
successful legal practice, but also his contribu-
tion to legal education. A leading litigation law-
yer, Philip ‘Brave’ Davis has an impressive 
record in the Courts of Appeal, with perhaps 
more appearances before the UK Privy Coun-
cil than any other Bahamian lawyer. 

A former Member of the Council of Legal 
Education for CARICOM, he has made an un-
precedented contribution to legal education in 
the Caribbean region. Mr. Davis twice served 
as Vice-President of the Bar Council before 
becoming President of the Bahamas Bar As-
sociation in 1995. Since 2002, he has been 
Managing Partner of the law firm which bears 
his name: Davis & Co. 

In 1970 Mr. Davis became a Member of 
Toastmaster Club 1600, a nonprofit organiza-
tion established to develop leadership skills 
through listening, thinking, and speaking. He 
served as its President in 1979, and as Divi-
sion Governor of Toastmasters for The Baha-
mas in 1989. A keen sportsman interested in 
baseball, softball, swimming, and athletics. Mr. 
Davis served as Vice-President of the Baha-
mas Swim Federation from 1986 to 1990 and 
was President of the Sea Bees Swim Club 
from 1980 to 1990. 

Mr. Davis has the love and support of his 
caring wife, Ann-Marie Davis. They have six 
children who have inherited their father’s pas-
sion for sports, hard work and patriotism, 
which led them to represent the Bahamas at 
the Caribbean Free Trade Association 
(CARIFTA) Games. 

During the last administration of the Pro-
gressive Liberal Party, from 2012 to 2017, Mr. 
Davis ran a super-ministry, the Ministry of 
Works. His portfolio covered everything relat-
ing to the physical infrastructure of The Baha-
mas, as well as oversight of Bahamasair, 
BEC, and the Water & Sewerage Corporation. 
Since May 2017, he has been Leader of the 
Progressive Liberal Party. On September 16th, 
he was elected the fifth Prime Minister of the 
Commonwealth of The Bahamas, where he 
also serves as Minister of Finance. 

f 

HONORING GORDON KINNE 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 14, 2022 

Mr. LONG. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Mr. Gordon Kinne. 

Gordon is a lifelong Missourian, having 
been born in Hamilton, Mo. on August 23, 
1952, and raised on his family’s farm. He 
graduated from Hamilton High School in 1970 
and then came to Springfield to attend what is 
now Missouri State University—an institution 
with which he has enjoyed a lifelong relation-
ship. Gordon to this day continues his connec-
tion with Missouri State. He’s served as chair 
of the their Foundation’s Board of Trustees. 
He also has been a board member and past 
president of the Missouri State University 
Alumni Association, and past co-chairman of 
the Bears Fund, as well as an active supporter 
of Bears athletic programs. He earned his 
bachelor’s degree before entering the field of 
insurance. 

In 1984, Kinne founded the third party ad-
ministrator and full-service employee benefits 
brokerage firm MedPay, Inc., a company for 
which he still owns and serves as its president 
today. With nearly 50 employees, MedPay is 
one of the largest independently owned third 
party administrators in Missouri, partnering 
with a diverse mix of employers from both the 
private and public sector for both fully-insured 
and self-insured benefit plans. Its clients in-

clude large regional employers, small busi-
nesses, municipalities, school districts and in-
stitutions of higher education. He is past Presi-
dent for the Board of Directors of the national 
association of third-party administrators, the 
Society of Professional Benefit Administrators, 
which works to build best practices for the 
self-insured industry, and serves as a re-
source to the various federal departments that 
regulate the employee benefits industry. 

In addition, Kinne has served a number of 
Springfield business and civic organizations, 
including serving as chairman of the Spring-
field Area Chamber of Commerce Board of Di-
rectors, chairman of the Springfield Business 
Development Corporation, the Springfield Con-
vention & Visitors Bureau and currently serves 
on the Springfield Good Government Com-
mittee. Gordon received the prestigious 
Springfield Area Chamber of Commerce 2019 
Springfieldian award which is given each year 
to an individual who exemplifies outstanding 
community service and dedication to improv-
ing the quality of life for Springfield and its citi-
zens. 

Gordon also serves as Missouri’s National 
Committeeman to the Republican National 
Committee and is a former chairman of the 
7th District Congressional Republican Com-
mittee. Gordon has a great passion for politics 
giving of his time and financially contributing to 
various political candidates. 

Kinne has a strong passion for helping char-
itable organizations. He has offered his time 
and energy to a number of organizations in 
the Springfield area, including the Ozark Em-
pire Fair, the Missouri Sports Hall of Fame, 
the Breast Cancer Foundation of the Ozarks, 
Lake Country Soccer and the Council of 
Churches of the Ozarks. He also financially 
supports numerous other local charities. 

Gordon is a lifelong Christian and faithful 
member and supporter of Schweitzer Church 
in Springfield. 

Gordon and his wife, Laura have been mar-
ried 41 years and reside in Springfield, Mis-
souri. Their oldest son, Marshall, and his wife, 
Winter, also live in Springfield with their son, 
Walker, and granddaughter Kate. Gordon’s 
younger son, Mason, and his wife, Jamie, re-
side in Chandler, AZ. 

Madam Speaker, it is clear that Gordon 
Kinne has dedicated his adult life to his com-
munity and many causes dear to his heart. I 
commend his work and wish him all the best. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE EXEMPLARY 
LEADERSHIP OF ADMIRAL BEN-
JAMIN NICHOLSON 

HON. MICHAEL F. Q. SAN NICOLAS 
OF GUAM 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 14, 2022 

Mr. SAN NICOLAS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Admiral Benjamin Nichol-
son for his outstanding leadership as Com-
mander of Joint Region Marianas. In June of 
2021, Admiral Nicholson was sworn in as 
Commander of Joint Region Marianas tasked 
with fortifying American freedom and democ-
racy in his work to achieve Indo-Pacific Com-
mand objectives while strengthening Guam, 
the Commonwealth of the Northern Marianas, 
the Republic of Palau, and the Federated 
States of Micronesia. With unwavering focus 
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on the mission of U.S. Indo-Pacific Command, 
Admiral Nicholson goes above and beyond the 
call of duty with his attention to the commu-
nities he serves, actively engaging local lead-
ership and stakeholders to ensure the welfare 
of the general public. 

Admiral Nicholson’s commitment to our 
Armed Services military began in the U.S. 
Merchant Marine Academy where he earned 
his Bachelor of Science in Marine Engineering 
in 1993. He continued to build his foundation 
earning his master’s degree in Systems Engi-
neering from the Naval Postgraduate School 
and a master’s degree in National Security 
from the Naval War College. His background 
spans numerous command positions and nu-
merous deployments around the world during 
his seagoing career. 

Admiral Nicholson has further served in 
combat tours in Helmand, Afghanistan, and 
the Provincial Reconstruction Team and For-
ward Operating Base in Farah, Afghanistan. 
He also served in numerous ashore joint and 
staff billets including executive assistant to the 
Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff; As-
sistant Deputy Director Middle East Direc-
torate in the Joint Staff; Special Operations 
Support Team to the Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation; and head of the professional develop-
ment section in the Chief of Naval Operations 
staff His military decorations include the De-
fense Superior Service Medal, Legion of Merit, 
Bronze Star, Defense Meritorious Service 
Medal, Meritorious Service Medal (three 
awards), Navy Commendation Medal (four 
awards), Joint Service Achievement Medal, 
Navy Achievement Medal (three awards), 
Combat Action Ribbon, and various campaign 
and unit awards. He is also a 2015 recipient 
of the FBI’s Director’s Award. 

As a first on Guam, Admiral Nicholson led 
unclassified briefings to multiple local leader-
ship stakeholders on threats facing the island 
and region, engaging local Mayors, Senators, 
and Administration officials with unparalleled 
transparency that has served to build aware-
ness of, confidence in, and partnership with 
the objectives of the Department of Defense. 

The need to defend the territory of Guam 
from potential military threats is not limited to 
military establishments under Admiral Nichol-
son’s leadership. Recent efforts to secure mis-
sile defense systems for the territory are tak-
ing a 360-degree focus to protect the entirety 
of the island, civilian and military alike, reas-
suring front-line Americans that they are pro-
tected, and reinforcing our safety and suit-
ability to our critical visitor industry. 

The food security and supply chain resil-
ience for the region is strengthened in his 
work with our office to explore the feasibility of 
leasing Department of Defense lands for cattle 
grazing operations, further serving to advance 
local economic growth and diversification in a 
community that currently relies on over 90 per-
cent of imported products. 

With the island in the midst of a housing cri-
sis due to labor shortages, material costs, and 
the tyranny of distance relative to American 
job and resource markets, Admiral Nicholson 
takes a mindful and creative approach in en-
couraging greater housing inventory to miti-
gate the civilian housing market impact of sub-
stantial military personnel relocation, and the 
subsequent growth of military housing needs. 

Admiral Nicholson regularly and openly en-
gages to address Veteran, Gold Star Family, 
and military dependent needs for access to 

amenities located within military facilities, 
deftly navigating the complexities of a commu-
nity seeking greater access to military support 
in balance with the needs of mission viability. 

Poignantly, Admiral Nicholson continues to 
be an avid partner in addressing critical 
healthcare needs throughout the island and 
region, providing guidance and solutions as 
the territory navigates the largest investment 
in its history to establish a modem healthcare 
facility to meet modern day healthcare needs 
throughout Micronesia and beyond. 

The service to the country in the work of 
Admiral Nicholson is nothing short of exem-
plary, not only in his ability to effectively lead 
and manage the military front lines of America 
in the Indo-Pacific, but to do so in a manner 
that reflects unprecedented mindfulness of the 
holistic value in building, maintaining, and rein-
forcing community confidence and support crit-
ical to mission success. 

Madam Speaker, the Department of De-
fense and the Department of the Navy are 
well served and represented by the command 
talent of Admiral Benjamin Nicholson who is a 
builder of allies, communities, and constitu-
encies. I extend my gratitude to the Admiral 
for his invaluable service to our Nation and I 
commend him for his commitment to commu-
nity engagement, civilian well-being, and his 
mission as Commander of Joint Region Mari-
anas. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE OF 
CHRISTOPHER HALL 

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 14, 2022 

Mr. WITTMAN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in recognition of Christopher (Chris) Hall 
and his service to Virginia’s First District and 
the Nation. 

Chris earned his bachelor’s degree in Polit-
ical Science & Government from Hampden- 
Sydney College. During his time there, he was 
a member of their baseball team and the Pi 
Kappa Alpha Fraternity. After graduating from 
Hampden-Sydney College, he earned his Juris 
Doctor from Elon University School of Law. As 
a law student, he served as a Law Clerk on 
the 15th Judicial Circuit Court. 

After graduating from law school, Chris 
served as a Law Clerk for LobbyIt and as Leg-
islative Counsel for the Keelen Group, LLC. 

Chris joined my office as a Legislative As-
sistant in December 2018, eventually working 
his way up to become my Senior Counsel. He 
contributed tremendously to my work on the 
House Committee on Natural Resources, ex-
panding broadband to underserved commu-
nities, improving transportation infrastructure, 
and more. His work has been invaluable. 

I would like to thank Chris for his contribu-
tions and dedicated service over the last four 
years. He has been a key member of my leg-
islative team and staff, and I wish him all the 
best as he continues his journey here in the 
Capitol as the Legislative Director for Con-
gressman Thomas Kean. 

Madam Speaker, I ask you to join me in 
recognizing Chris Hall for his service to Vir-
ginia’s First District and the Nation. May God 
bless Chris as he continues his career in pub-
lic service. 

HONORING ROBERT LOW 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, December 14, 2022 

Mr. LONG. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Robert Low, the founder of Prime, Inc. 

Robert Low founded Prime, Inc. in Urbana, 
Missouri in 1970 and in 1980 moved its cor-
porate headquarters to Springfield, Missouri. 
Today, Prime. Inc. is a leader in Refrigerated, 
Flatbed, Tanker, Floral, and lntermodal trans-
portation with fifteen locations throughout the 
United States. Prime Inc. is the largest refrig-
erated trucking company in North America. 

Prime transports a variety of goods through-
out the contiguous United States, Canada and 
Mexico. With a fleet of 7,816 tractors, 10,726 
refrigerated trailers, 1,284 flatbed trailers, 620 
tank trailers, and 2,041 Intermodal trailers, 
Prime’s gross revenues were $2.4 billion with 
an 85.7 percent operating ratio in the fiscal 
year of 2021. Prime has approximately 12,000 
driver and non-driver associates and has been 
recognized as one of the Top 20 Best Fleets 
to Drive For by Carrier’s Edge/TCA for 8 years 
straight. 

Robert has been Vice President At-Large, 
an Executive Committee member and a mem-
ber of the Board of Directors of the American 
Trucking Association. He is also a past Chair-
man of the Truckload Carriers Association as 
well as a member of the Board of Directors. In 
2000 he received the prestigious ‘‘Missourian’’ 
Award. This honor is given to citizens of the 
State of Missouri that have outstanding 
achievements in the fields of business, gov-
ernment or the arts. He was a finalist for the 
National Ernst & Young Entrepreneur of the 
Year and recipient of the Springfield Business 
Journal Lifetime Achievement Award. Robert 
has also served on the Board of Directors of 
Bethel University in McKenzie, Tennessee. 

Robert and his wife, Lawana, also own the 
Oasis Hotel & Convention Center in Spring-
field, Missouri as well as the Palace Casino 
Resort and the Preserve Golf Club in Biloxi, 
Mississippi. The Lows reside on a 330-acre 
horse farm called Primatara that is in North 
Springfield, Missouri where they raise thor-
oughbred racehorses. Two, of which, have 
made it to the Kentucky Derby in recent years. 

Madam Speaker, since 1970, Robert Low 
has successfully managed a trucking company 
with operations all across North America, and 
that is no easy feat. I wish to congratulate him 
on all of his success, and wish him all the 
best. 

f 

HONORING MICHAEL FINNEY 

HON. FREDERICA S. WILSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, December 14, 2022 

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to honor Michael A. Finney, the first 
Black President & CEO of the Miami-Dade 
Beacon Council. He is newly inducted into 
5000 Role Models of Excellence Project and is 
the recipient of the 2022 5000 Role Models of 
Excellence Martin L. King, Jr. Breaking the 
Glass Ceiling Award. 

Mr. Finney guides the official economic de-
velopment partnership for Miami-Dade County 
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focusing on job creation and economic growth. 
This is the first time that an African American 
has had the top role in championing the coun-
ty’s effort to market itself as a world class 
business destination. Mr. Finney has led the 
organization since 2017. The Miami-Dade 
Beacon Council serves as the official eco-
nomic development organization for Miami- 
Dade County. The not-for-profit public-private 
partnership focuses on job creation and eco-
nomic growth. Since 1985, the organization 
has assisted more than 1,200 businesses that 
have created more than 74,000 jobs and 
added more than $6.7 billion in new capital in-
vestments. It accomplishes this by marketing 
Miami-Dade as a world-class business loca-
tion, growing local companies and entre-
preneurs and shaping the local economy’s fu-
ture. The Council engages local, national, and 
international audiences when facilitating busi-
ness growth and expansion. 

Prior to his current role, Mr. Finney served 
as president and chief executive officer for 
Community Ventures Resources Inc. in Ann 
Arbor, Michigan, served as senior adviser for 
economic growth for the State of Michigan’s 
Governor Rick Snyder and as president and 
chief executive officer of the Michigan Eco-
nomic Development Corporation. 

Mr. Finney is a member of the boards of di-
rectors of the Miami Branch of the Federal Re-
serve Bank of Atlanta, the Miami Lighthouse 
for the Blind and Visually Impaired, the Great-
er Miami Chamber of Commerce, Greater 
Miami Convention and Visitors Bureau, Sagi-
naw Valley State University Foundation, and 
the Florida Memorial University’s Social Jus-
tice Institute Advisory Board. 

He received his Bachelor of Business Ad-
ministration from Saginaw Valley State Univer-
sity and an MA in human resources from Cen-
tral Michigan University. 

f 

FLOOD LEVEL OBSERVATION, OP-
ERATIONS AND DECISION SUP-
PORT ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 12, 2022 

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Madam Speaker, 
I rise in support of the bipartisan, bicameral 
FLOODS Act led by Senator Wicker. Flooding 
is the most common natural hazard in the 
United States, resulting in the greatest number 
of lives lost and property damaged. We 
passed the tenth anniversary of Superstorm 
Sandy about one month ago. That storm was 
a harbinger of the future as we have seen 
many storms with record-breaking extreme 
precipitation that has led to flooding events, 
from Hurricane Harvey in my home state of 
Texas, to the more recent Hurricane Ida. The 
need to better prepare our communities for 
potential catastrophic flooding is now more 
crucial than ever. 

The FLOODS Act directs the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration to estab-
lish a National Integrated Flood Information 
System that will inform and provide timely de-
cision-making in the face of flooding events 
and coordinate and integrate flood research at 
NOAA. The bill would also designate a service 
coordination hydrologist at each National 

Weather Service River Forecast Center, and it 
requires NOAA to leverage existing work 
through intra-agency and external partnerships 
to improve impact decision support systems, 
as well as regularly update Atlas 14 precipita-
tion frequency estimates. 

It cannot be overstated how urgent the need 
for this basic work is for informing products 
such as updated FEMA flood maps used in 
flood insurance determinations, designing in-
frastructure in flood prone areas, and for plan-
ning evacuations. I want to thank Representa-
tive SHERRILL for her leadership on this legisla-
tion and on the issue of addressing the 
causes and impacts of flooding on Americans 
across the country. 

I urge my colleagues to support its passage. 
f 

HONORING NANCY ALLEN 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 14, 2022 

Mr. LONG. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize an individual who has made signifi-
cant contributions to our justice system, cham-
pioning the rights of victims; has served as an 
educator, inspiring thousands of college stu-
dents; and has created and shared stories as 
a bestselling author. 

My district includes Springfield, Missouri, the 
home of Nancy Allen, a former Assistant Pros-
ecutor, Assistant Attorney General, Senior In-
structor at Missouri State University (Go 
Bears) and the district’s first New York Times 
bestselling author. I am honored today to rec-
ognize the lifelong accomplishments of Nancy 
Allen, who comes from a long history of Mis-
souri educators and attorneys in a family that 
is committed to serving the community. She 
also comes from just 2 doors down from my 
childhood home. You see Nancy and I were 
neighborhood kids together growing up in the 
1960s. 

Nancy is a natural advocate. In 1973, at the 
age of 16, she appeared before the Springfield 
School Board to make the case for instituting 
a girls’ competitive sports program in Spring-
field Public Schools. The Board voted in favor 
of her proposal that night, and that year, the 
schools extended athletic opportunities to girls 
for the first time in SPS history. 

She graduated from Missouri State Univer-
sity with an English Education degree in 1978 
and received her Law Degree from the Univer-
sity of Missouri in 1980. She was a trailblazer 
for women in the legal profession, returning to 
Springfield in 1981 to practice law in South-
west Missouri. Nancy joined the Greene Coun-
ty Prosecutor’s Office as the only woman on 
staff and tried over 30 jury trials. 

After marrying Randall Allen and starting a 
family, she became an Assistant Attorney 
General for our great state, serving for 9 years 
as a champion for victims of consumer fraud. 

In 2005, Nancy became an instructor at Mis-
souri State University, teaching law classes in 
the College of Business. With over 900 stu-
dents per year, she received awards for teach-
ing and garnered the highest student evalua-
tions. Though she retired in 2020, her relation-
ships with former students remain strong. In 
2021, she served as the officiant of 2 former 
students’ wedding and performed the cere-
mony. 

While teaching at Missouri State University, 
Nancy picked up the pen and began her ca-
reer as a novelist, a goal she pursued with tre-
mendous determination. In 2014, The Code of 
the Hills was released, the first legal thriller in 
her 4-book Ozarks Mystery Series published 
by Harper Collins. The series, which examines 
social issues as well as crimes against women 
and children, has been optioned by a major 
network. 

During this period of publishing success, 
she also became a co-author with James Pat-
terson. Their first collaboration. Juror #3, be-
came an instant #1 New York Times bestseller 
in 2018. Their next book, The Jailhouse Law-
yer, became a #2 New York Times bestseller. 
Their next novel will be released in 2024. 

In addition, she teamed up with a film pro-
duction company to author the Anonymous 
Justice series for Grand Central Publishing. 
Renegade came out in 2022, and Payback will 
be released in 2023. 

Nancy Allen’s career illustrates a commit-
ment to service, and also provides a true ex-
ample of how hard work and determination 
can propel a talented constituent from my Dis-
trict into the New York City publishing spot-
light. 

Madam Speaker, I want to thank Nancy 
Allen for her many contributions to our District 
and Nation. 

f 

HONORING DR. RUDOLPH MOISE 

HON. FREDERICA S. WILSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, December 14, 2022 

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize Dr. Rudolph Moise as 
he expands his practice to include Com-
prehensive Medical Aesthetics in Miami, Flor-
ida. 

Dr. Moise was born in Port-au-Prince, Haiti. 
As a tenacious 17-year old, he migrated to the 
United States, and he received a Bachelor’s 
Degree from the University of Illinois at Chi-
cago and a Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine 
from the Chicago College of Osteopathic Med-
icine before obtaining a federal medical grant 
to train for four years at a Miami clinic that 
served Haitian refugees. Dr. Moise’s thirst for 
knowledge coupled with his passion for serv-
ice inspired to continue this great work. 

In 1985, he began his private practice in a 
small storefront in North Miami, which eventu-
ally became Comprehensive Health Center, 
his current medical practice. His passion for 
learning and dedication to his community led 
him to earn a law degree and MBA. Dr. Moise 
never practiced law, but the knowledge he 
gained assists him to navigate the legal as-
pect of medicine. His desire to give back to 
America led him to become a flight surgeon in 
the Air Force Reserve where he served for 21 
years and earned the rank of Colonel, the 
highest ranking American of Haitian descent to 
hold such a position. 

As a native of Haiti, he is an advocate for 
improving the welfare of his country. In 2003, 
he was appointed by Gov. Jeb Bush to serve 
on the Governor’s Haiti Advisory Group as 
part of an effort to advance the economic de-
velopment and resources in Haiti. Dr. Moise 
has received numerous leadership accolades 
over the years, including being named a top fi-
nalist for ‘‘Best Physician of the Year’’ by the 
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South Florida Business Journal. Among his 
other notable service awards is the 2012 
Dorothy Shula Outstanding Volunteerism 
Award from the United Way of Miami Dade 
County, as well as the MCCJ Humanitarian of 
the Year Award. He formerly served as the 
president of the Dade County Medical Asso-
ciation and chairman of the Jackson Health 
Foundation. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in honoring 
Dr. Rudolph Moise as he develops his practice 
to consist of Comprehensive Medical Aes-
thetics. 

f 

HONORING BRIAN J. HYLAND 

HON. JOSEPH SEMPOLINSKI 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 14, 2022 

Mr. SEMPOLINSKI. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life and legacy of Brian J. 
Hyland. Brian was an extraordinary, talented, 
kind, and interesting man and these traits al-
lowed him to touch so many lives in so many 
different ways. 

Brian was a dedicated public servant and 
worked tirelessly to help his constituents. Ap-
pointed to the Chemung County Legislature in 
2011, Brian used his decades of business 
management and life experience, and his 
unending charm to go above and beyond for 
his community. There was no job too big or 
too small for Brian. 

Brian was also a teacher and mentor at 
Tioga Tae Kwon Do, in Waverly, New York, 
where he used more than sixty years in mar-
tial arts to teach hundreds of students how to 
be the best versions of themselves. He was a 
businessman, a leader in the community, and 
above all else, a family man. Brian was a 
dedicated husband, father, grandfather, son, 
son-in-law, and brother. 

His wife Suzanne, was the love of his life, 
he took immense pride in his six children, he 
cared deeply for his sister Patricia, and he 
helped all those around him to succeed. 

Brian will be greatly missed by all who knew 
him. 

f 

HONORING NORTHAMPTON TOWN-
SHIP ON THEIR TRI-CENTENNIAL 

HON. BRIAN K. FITZPATRICK 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 14, 2022 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize an incredible municipality 
within my district on the tri-centennial of its in-
corporation. 

Northampton Township, Bucks County was 
originally settled by English colonists who 
came with William Penn on his voyage to 
Pennsylvania. On December 11, 1722, a peti-
tion and a map were presented to the Quarter 
Sessions Court in Bristol, Pennsylvania to es-
tablish a new township on lands lying ‘‘be-
tween Southampton Township and other lands 
and Neshaminy Creek.’’ The petition was 
signed by 21 petitioners. The court took this 
petition under advisement and on December 
14, 1722, in under 5 days, the petition was ap-
proved and Northampton Township was born. 

They named it Northampton after the county 
town of Northamptonshire, England. 

I believe it is fitting that Congress recognize 
this milestone as testament to the men and 
women who recognized the value of self-gov-
ernance 54 years before our Nation declared 
independence from an oppressive govern-
ment. I am extremely grateful for the example 
and the impact that Northampton Township 
has had on our community for the past 300 
years, and I look forward to the amazing 
achievements to come in the next 300 years. 

f 

HONORING CLIF SMART OF 
MISSOURI STATE UNIVERSITY 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 14, 2022 

Mr. LONG. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Clif Smart, the president of Missouri 
State University. 

Clifton ‘‘Clif’’ M. Smart III has served as the 
11th President of Missouri State University 
since June 27, 2011. 

Under Smart’s leadership, the university 
has: set new records in numbers of graduates, 
graduate employment rates, and overall enroll-
ment; enhanced diversity of faculty, staff, and 
students; maintained affordability for students; 
significantly upgraded campus facilities; devel-
oped new bachelor’s, master’s, and doctoral 
degree programs; achieved a Silver STARS 
rating from the Association for the Advance-
ment of Sustainability in Higher Education; 
and set records in state appropriations, private 
gifts, and grant funding. 

On top of his work at Missouri State, Smart 
has served as the President of the Council on 
Public Higher Education in Missouri, the 
NCAA Division I Board of Directors, the Mercy 
Health Springfield Communities Board of Di-
rectors, the Board of Directors for the Haw-
thorn Foundation, and the Board of Directors 
for Missouri Partnership. He has also served 
on boards and committees for the Missouri 
Department of Higher Education, Springfield 
Area Chamber of Commerce, CoxHealth, Arc 
of the Ozarks, Springfield Innovations, Inc., 
Isabel’s House, First Baptist Church, and nu-
merous other professional and community or-
ganizations. 

Smart has lived in Springfield, Missouri for 
more than two decades. Before his presi-
dency, Smart served as the university’s gen-
eral counsel. Before coming to Missouri State 
University, Smart had a private legal practice 
in Springfield. 

Smart and his wife, Gail, have two sons, 
Murray, who along with his wife, Amy, both 
graduated in 2012 from Southwest Baptist 
University and live in Rogers, Arkansas with 
their daughters Addy, Emery and Miriam and 
sons Parker and Leeland; and Jim, who re-
cently graduated from Lewis and Clark Law 
School. 

Madam Speaker, since being named Mis-
souri State University’s President in 2011, Clif 
Smart has dedicated himself not only to the 
university, but also to the Springfield commu-
nity. I wish him all the best in his continued ef-
forts. 

RECOGNIZING THE RETIREMENT 
OF JULIA BERNATH 

HON. LUCY McBATH 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 14, 2022 

Mrs. MCBATH. Madam Speaker, I am proud 
to recognize the retirement of Fulton County 
Board President Julia Bernath. A board mem-
ber since 2000, Julia has served Fulton Coun-
ty Schools with distinction for over 2 decades. 

Julia is serving her fifth term representing 
Fulton County School Board District 7. Though 
she became Board President in 2020, she 
was no stranger to the role. From 2007 to 
2009, she served as school board president 
and then as vice president from 2009 to 2010 
and once again in 2019. In addition to her 
service on the school board, Julie has served 
on the Fulton County Schools Employees’ 
Pension Fund Pension Board as both Chair 
and Vice Chair, and she has also represented 
the school board on the Fulton Education 
Foundation’s Board of Directors. Outside of 
her work with Fulton County Schools, she is a 
deeply engaged member of our community as 
an active member and past president of the 
Georgia School Boards Association, a past 
Vice Chair of the Georgia Professional Stand-
ards Commission, and a staff member for the 
Center for Reform of School Systems. Julia is 
a past chair of the Sandy Springs Education 
Force and currently serves on the Board of Di-
rectors. She is also an Advisory Committee 
member of the Georgia Partnership for Excel-
lence in Education. 

Through a global pandemic, Julia navigated 
unprecedented challenges during her most re-
cent tenure as Board President and worked 
tirelessly in service to the students of Fulton 
County Schools. It has been my honor to work 
with Julia in partnership as we strived to pro-
vide every opportunity to our community’s 
young people. On behalf of my office and the 
United States House of Representatives, I 
want to thank Julia for her decades of service 
and offer my congratulations on the occasion 
of her retirement. 

f 

HONORING THE VICTIMS OF CLUB 
Q NIGHTCLUB SHOOTING 

HON. DIANA DeGETTE 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 14, 2022 

Ms. DEGETTE. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today, along with my colleagues, Congress-
man ED PERLMUTTER, Congressman JASON 
CROW, Congressman JOE NEGUSE, and Con-
gressman DAVID CICILLINE, to honor the vic-
tims of the tragic shooting that took place at 
the Club Q Nightclub in Colorado Springs, 
Colorado on November 19, 2022. 

It has been nearly 1 month since the horrific 
events that unfolded when a shooter, armed 
with a semiautomatic assault weapon and 
high-capacity magazine, entered the popular 
LGBTQ+ nightclub and opened fire, killing 5 
people and injuring at least 22 more. 

It was the latest in a growing number of vio-
lent attacks targeting the LGBTQ+ community 
throughout the country, and it led the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security to issue a new 
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warning about the growing threat facing the 
LGBTQ+ community here in the U.S. 

Let us be clear: no one in this country 
should have to live in constant fear of being 
attacked for who they are or who they love. 

No one should have to experience the un-
imaginable pain and suffering that so many in 
our community are now feeling in the wake of 
this senseless attack at Club Q. 

Among those killed in the attack was Ashley 
Paugh, a 35 year old wife and mother of an 
11 year old daughter. Ashley was not a mem-
ber of the LGBTQ+ community but had driven 
to Colorado Springs to spend time with friends 
at the popular club and see a comedian who 
was performing there. 

Raymond Vance was 22 years old and was 
visiting the club for the first time that evening 
with his longtime girlfriend and her family. 
Raymond, who had just gotten his first job and 
was excited to have received his first pay-
check, was there to help his girlfriend and her 
family celebrate the birthday of a longtime 
friend. 

Kelly Loving was a 40 year old transgender 
woman from Denver who had driven to Colo-
rado Springs for the weekend. 

Daniel Aston and Derrick Rump were both 
bartenders working at the club when the 
shooting occurred. Daniel, a 28 year old 
transgender man, had moved to Colorado 
Springs 2 years earlier to be closer to his 
mom and dad and started working at the club, 
which was just a few minutes from his parents’ 
home. 

Derrick, who friends say was always full of 
smiles, found more than just a job at Club Q, 
he had found a community that he loved and 
a place where he felt he truly belonged. 

Daniel and Derrick were beloved members 
of the Club Q family, and together they helped 
create a space that felt safe for so many who 
visited there. 

As we take time to honor the memory of 
those we lost, we also must honor the bravery 
and heroism of those whose actions likely pre-
vented even more bloodshed that day. 

Retired U.S. Army veteran, Richard Fierro, 
who was at the club with his family that 
evening to celebrate the birthday of a friend, 
and Thomas James, who was performing at 
the club when the shooting began, have been 
widely credited for their heroic actions to sub-
due the shooter and save countless lives. 

We owe them and all those who responded 
to the scene that evening, including local law 
enforcement, first responders, and civilians, a 
tremendous debt of gratitude. 

We wish all those who were injured in this 
attack a speedy recovery. And we send our 
deepest condolences to the families and 
friends of those who were lost in this horrific 
attack. 

The hate-filled rhetoric that’s fueling this rise 
in violent attacks against the LGBTQ+ com-
munity has no place in our society, and nei-
ther should the weapons of war being used to 
carry these awful attacks out. 

At some point, we, as a society, have to 
come together and say, ‘enough is enough.’ 

At some point, we have to realize that the 
toxic combination of hate and access to guns 
is resulting in deadly attacks across this coun-
try, and the time to end the hate-filled rhetoric 
that’s demonizing the LGBTQ+ community is 
now. 

Every single member of the LGBTQ+ com-
munity deserves to live their life openly without 

fear of hate and violence. And every person in 
this country deserves to live a life free of the 
constant threat of gun violence that we face. 

That’s why, today, my colleagues and I are 
introducing a resolution condemning this at-
tack and the growing wave of violence. I’m 
thankful to the House Equality Caucus, the 
House Gun Violence Prevention Task Force, 
and a number of organizations that helped us 
draft this resolution and who are joining us in 
pushing for its passage. 

But, condemning these attacks is not 
enough. The time to act is now. 

We need to get these assault weapons off 
our streets and ban the sale of these high-ca-
pacity magazines today. 

Taking these steps will not bring back all 
those we have lost to gun violence, but it will 
save others from meeting the same violent 
fate. This is our resolve as we continue to 
fight for commonsense gun safety measures. 

We send our heartfelt condolences to the 
loved ones of those we lost at Club Q. They 
will not be forgotten. 

f 

HONORING TOM CARLSON 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 14, 2022 

Mr. LONG. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the former Mayor of Springfield, Mis-
souri, Tom Carlson. 

Tom Carlson was the longest serving mayor 
in Springfield history, holding the position from 
1987 to 1993 and then again from 2001 to 
2009. Before that, he served on City Council 
from 1983 to 1987 and again in 1997 to 2001. 
In 1989, he was named Distinguished Young 
Lawyer by the Missouri Bar and was listed in 
Who’s Who in Practicing Attorneys. 

Under Carlson’s leadership, the city created 
a citizen-driven visioning process involving 
300 citizens which formed a basis for all major 
policy decisions in the community. The city 
successfully passed 90 percent of its ballot 
issues, became involved with an inner-city re-
vitalization project known as Jordan Valley 
Park, creating a $100 million construction 
project which resulted in an indoor ice park, a 
new convention center. a new minor league 
baseball stadium, a 900-space parking deck, a 
$3 million inner-city park and a $25 million dol-
lar arena. 

Also under Carlson’s leadership, the city 
formed a public-private partnership with the 
Chamber of Commerce which resulted in over 
$200 million investment in an industrial park 
bringing new manufacturing jobs to Spring-
field. He sponsored a program that resulted in 
putting CDBG funds into a revolving loan pro-
gram so that an annual $1 million allocation 
grew to over $40 million in revolving loan pro-
grams for low and moderate income individ-
uals and inner-city revitalization. Once of his 
proudest accomplishments was the creation of 
The Mayor’s Commission for Children. 

Locally, he served on the Board of Gov-
ernors for Missouri State University, the 
Springfield Branson Airport Board, the Com-
munity Foundation of the Ozarks. On a state 
and national level, he served on the boards of 
The Missouri Health and Educational Facilities 
Authority, the Missouri Municipal League and 
the National League of Cities. 

In 2014, Carlson received the Springfieldian 
of the Year Award from the Springfield Cham-
ber of Commerce, presented to ‘‘a citizen who 
has exemplified outstanding community serv-
ice, excellence in his or her chosen profession 
and dedication to improving the quality of life 
for Springfield and its citizens,’’ according to 
the Chamber’s website. 

Most recently, concerned with the dearth of 
any consistent in-depth public affairs reporting 
in Springfield. Carlson launched the Spring-
field Daily Citizen, a not-for-profit online news-
paper dedicated to strong local journalism to 
improve civic engagement, to encourage more 
efficient government, and bring more account-
ability among local leaders. The new outlet 
whose mission is to be a ‘‘Catalyst for Good’’ 
has partnered with Missouri State University 
and MSU President Clif Smart noted that, ‘‘by 
partnering with them, we’re investing in a com-
munity organization, ensuring progress and 
standing strong in the principles of our public 
affairs mission.’’ 

The vision of the Springfield Daily Citizen is 
to reinvent local news in Metro Springfield by 
telling the stories of our community, bringing 
issues to light. encouraging discourse and in-
spiring citizens to take action. Over 8,500 citi-
zens are receiving its daily newsletter and The 
Daily Citizen has, in less than a year, gained 
over 1,500 subscribers. 

Madam Speaker, Tom Carlson has served 
his community for decades. Even years after 
leaving the Mayor’s Office, he continues to 
stay active in local politics, with a strong devo-
tion to the Springfield community and sur-
rounding area. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE DEPARTURE OF 
THE HONORABLE DON HORSLEY 
FROM THE SAN MATEO COUNTY 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

HON. JACKIE SPEIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, December 14, 2022 

Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize my friend and colleague San Mateo 
County Board President Don Horsley as he 
departs the San Mateo County Board of Su-
pervisors after 12 years in this phase of his 
service to the public. His is a remarkable ca-
reer. 

Don graduated with honors from San Fran-
cisco State University in 1969. He worked as 
a juvenile counselor with the San Mateo 
County Probation Department and as a class-
room teacher in middle school. When he de-
cided to become a police officer, one of his 
earliest jobs was in the City of Pacifica. He 
subsequently joined the San Mateo County 
Sheriffs Office and began his patrol work in 
what would eventually become the City of 
East Palo Alto. 

While in the early phase of his career at the 
Sheriff’s office, Don helped plan and oversee 
the construction of a new county correctional 
facility. The new building transformed incarcer-
ation in the county, featuring mental health 
and medical facilities onsite. In the jail, he pro-
moted direct supervision, a practice in which 
deputies and correctional officers worked di-
rectly with detainees. Don’s innovative work 
resulted in a substantial reduction in violence. 

Don was elected Sheriff in 1993 in a hard- 
fought campaign against the status quo. After 
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his election, he got to work reducing violence 
in our most vulnerable communities. The new 
Sheriff pledged a multi-jurisdictional law en-
forcement taskforce that helped the City of 
East Palo Alto to dramatically reduce the num-
ber of homicides. This support for East Palo 
Alto continued throughout Don’s nearly 14 
years as Sheriff. 

He later established the Sheriffs Activities 
League to help kids become successful in 
school and to keep kids out of gangs. He re-
cruited qualified women and diverse officers 
into the department and put them into neigh-
borhoods through both patrols and community 
events. 

When Don retired from the Sheriffs office, 
he ran for the Sequoia Hospital District Board 
of Trustees. During his service, he advocated 
for increased funding for the North Fair Oaks 
Clinic and a community grant program that 
supported improved healthcare outcomes, par-
ticularly for children, throughout the district. 

In 2010, Don ran for the San Mateo County 
Board of Supervisors and won. He served 
three times as Board President. His work has 
been extraordinary, focused in part on coastal 
agricultural issues and healthcare. 

He is a staunch advocate of thoughtful pub-
lic safety. He supported the construction of a 
new county jail facility that allows even more 
space for mental health and vocational serv-
ices for detainees. 

While all board members support affordable 
housing, Don and his colleague Warren Slo-
cum were assigned to the Jobs Housing Task 
force. Thanks to millions in county funding and 
an influx of federal and state funds during the 
pandemic, Don and his colleagues purchased 
five hotels and are presently in construction on 
a 240 bed navigation center. The objective is 
to reach functional zero homelessness by the 
end of 2022. San Mateo County is well on its 
way to meeting this objective. For example, in 
October 2022, there were 262 more homeless 
persons contacted when compared to October 
2021. By 2023, the number of interim shelter 
beds will have increased by 91 percent when 
compared to 2019. Since October of 2021, 
733 formerly homeless persons have been 
moved into permanent housing. Starting in 
2023, $4 million in county funds will be de-
voted to paying the rent of those facing evic-
tions. 

Don Horsley also serves on the Board of Di-
rectors of the Health Plan of San Mateo, a 
Medi-Cal managed health plan. 150,000+ San 
Mateo residents have coverage through this 
locally managed organization. Don’s dedica-
tion to human dignity is rooted in the basics: 
health and housing. He is also a staunch ad-
vocate for sensible gun violence prevention 
and recently led the effort to fund county posi-
tions to remove guns from the homes of those 
otherwise prohibited by law from owning 
weapons. 

Madam Speaker, Don Horsley is wise. He is 
gracious. He is sensible. He cares. As he 
leaves public service for what will likely be the 
last time, we wish him well. The teacher 
turned lawman turned community steward has 
devoted his life to the people he served. Lives 
have been saved and enriched by Don 
Horsley. Futures were created because he 
took a moment to offer a thought. We won’t 
find his face chiseled onto a mountainside but 
Don Horsley’s impact upon us all will last for 
decades. An overall quiet man, he roared on 
the field of public policy. Now his wife Elaine, 

his children Matt, David, and Christine, and 
their families will have time of their own with 
Don. We relinquish him to their care with our 
thanks for a job exceedingly well done. 

f 

SUPPORTING S. 198, DATA MAP-
PING TO SAVE MOMS’ LIVES ACT 
DECEMBER 14, 2022 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 14, 2022 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, I rise 
in support of S. 198, Data Mapping to Save 
Moms’ Lives Act, to require the Federal Com-
munications Commission to incorporate data 
on maternal health outcomes into its 
broadband health maps. 

Worldwide pregnant mothers experience 
health outcomes such as hypertension, 
preeclampsia, extreme nausea, and even ma-
ternal mortality. These health conditions im-
pact the experiences of pregnant women, but 
for many women poor health outcomes don’t 
end after pregnancy. 

In Texas, there are 14 deaths per 100,000 
live births, but where are these deaths occur-
ring? Is there a common theme in maternal 
mortality in the state that could be mapped in 
order to study the issue further? 

In the United States much of this data is 
tracked, but it is not mapped, which would as-
sist in understanding which health outcomes 
are common in certain counties, states, and 
as a country. 

The Mapping Broadband Health in America 
platform, which is operated by the FCC, allows 
users to visualize, overlay and analyze 
broadband and health data at the national, 
state and county levels. 

The maps are an interactive experience, en-
abling detailed study of the intersection be-
tween connectivity and health for every county 
in the United States. 

The resulting maps can be used by both 
public and private sectors, and local commu-
nities, to identify opportunities and gaps in 
connectivity and care. 

It can help inform policy decisions, facilitate 
interagency coordination, encourage public/pri-
vate partnerships and investment, and drive 
innovation, directing resources to areas with 
overlapping broadband and health needs. 

In an effort to improve maternal health in 
the United States, we must be able to study 
the issue across the country on a county, 
state, and country wide level. 

In 2020, 861 women died of maternal 
causes in the United States. 

That’s 861 women who planned on living 
full, healthy lives and planned on being par-
ents to the children they carried for 9 long 
months. 

That’s 861 children who must grow up with-
out their parent. 

That’s 861 families that are forever altered. 
That’s a medical system and society that 

has failed 861 women. 
These numbers are heart breaking. With all 

the advances in technology and improvements 
in our healthcare system, health outcomes 
continuously get worse for women. 

With the help of data mapping, researchers 
would have the opportunity to visualize the 
areas where maternal mortality is most preva-

lent in an effort to lower maternal mortality 
rates. 

Data mapping would show the health out-
comes that are common among expecting 
mothers on local, state, and country wide lev-
els. 

This would allow legislators to make policy 
decisions based on health outcomes. Also, 
medical professionals could seek treatments 
that improve the health outcomes of expecting 
mothers, and women could see where health 
outcomes are best for expecting mothers. 

Women’s health is an issue that is very near 
to my heart. With reproductive rights being 
stripped from us, maternal mortality at an all- 
time high, and violence against women that 
has surged since the pandemic started, there 
is growing concern that women’s health will 
continue to suffer on a massive scale. 

We must take action to protect not only our-
selves, but also future generations of women 
who deserve the right to high quality medical 
care. 

S. 198, Data Mapping to Save Moms’ Lives 
Act, is important because it would accelerate 
improvements in the health of moms in the 
United States. This bill directly impacts the 
health of women and their families. 

I know that this bill is important to my con-
stituents in Houston. Improving the birthing ex-
perience for these women is a top priority to 
me. 

I encourage my colleagues to join me in 
supporting this critical bill that will direct the 
FCC to incorporate data on maternal health 
outcomes into its broadband health maps. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE CENTRAL UTAH 
PROJECT COMPLETION ACT 30TH 
ANNIVERSARY 

HON. BURGESS OWENS 
OF UTAH 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 14, 2022 

Mr. OWENS. Madam Speaker, this year 
marks the 30th Anniversary of the Central 
Utah Project Completion Act, an absolute 
game changer for Utah’s water conservancy 
efforts. 

Our state is the fastest-growing economy 
per capita, and our population will double by 
2065. 

Historic drought is crippling states like Utah, 
which depend so heavily on our agriculture in-
dustry. 

The Central Utah Project plays an integral 
role in efficient and innovative water use and 
conservation measures to meet the demands 
of our booming population and economy. 

The project provides water for municipal and 
industrial use, irrigation, hydroelectric power, 
fish and wildlife conservation, and improved 
flood control. 

Since the Central Utah Project Completion 
Act became law 30 years ago, the Central 
Utah Project has ramped up water delivery to 
a million and a half Utahns daily. 

This remarkable accomplishment would not 
have been possible without the tireless work 
of Utahns. 

I will take this time to recognize a few of the 
extraordinary individuals who made invaluable 
contributions to the success of the Central 
Utah Project: 

Gene Shawcroft, 
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Marcus Faust, 
Chris Hansen, 
Olivia Sanford. 
I am committed to working hand in hand 

with local, state, and federal partners to en-
sure Utah remains on the right track. 

To all of Utah, Congratulations on this re-
markable milestone. 

f 

HONORING LISA MCINTIRE 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 14, 2022 

Mr. LONG. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Lisa McIntire of the Pregnancy Care 
Center in Springfield, MO. 

Lisa McIntire, CPA, became the Executive 
Director of the Pregnancy Care Center in 
2016. After 15 years as a healthcare consult-
ant with BKD, LLP (now FORVIS), Lisa en-
tered PCC with fresh eyes and a commitment 
to build upon the foundation established dur-
ing PCC’s first 16 years of operation. Lisa has 
led PCC with wisdom and compassion while 
building a team of dedicated professionals. 
She has made it her personal mission to live, 
serve, and lead well, a mission she carries out 
each day at PCC. 

Pregnancy Care Center is a nonprofit 
501(c)(3) whose mission is to save lives and 
strengthen families. They exist to offer hope 
and help to those facing unplanned pregnancy 
and practical knowledge and skills to anyone 
wanting to become a better parent. They 
serve women and men, many of whom are at- 
risk youth, with a compassionate, professional, 
confidential approach. PCC offers pregnancy 
testing, limited obstetric ultrasounds, male and 
female coaching, and more than 100 class-
es—all offered at no cost to clients, thanks to 
community partners who fund more than 90 
percent of PCC’s annual operating budget. 

Under Lisas leadership as Executive Direc-
tor, PCC has experienced a 46 percent in-
crease in unique clients and a 44 percent in-
crease in services provided to clients; hired a 
Fatherhood Director and grew the program 
from serving 48 men in 2017 to a projected 
500 men in 2022; was named the Nonprofit 
Organization of the Year (Medium Division) at 
the Southwest Missouri Nonprofit Excellence 
Awards in 2019; received national accredita-
tion from the Evangelical Council for Financial 
Accountability (ECFA) in 2019; was named 
Great Game of Business National All-Star 
Champion for social sectors in 2020; became 
debt free when PCC paid off its mortgage in 
2022; and was named Springfield Business 
Journal’s Charitable Nonprofit of the Year in 
2022. 

As Executive Director, Lisa acts as a major 
liaison between the ministry and the commu-
nity and has the full responsibility for the ad-
ministration and management of the staff, vol-
unteers, and medical professionals. In partner-
ship with the Board of Directors, Lisa develops 
the vision, mission, and strategies for the min-
istry. works with the Board in achieving man-
agement objectives, and manages the pro-
grams of the ministry. 

Madam Speaker, I commend Lisa for her 
countless efforts in this noble cause, and wish 
her continued success. 

HONORING DR. BOBBY KALOTEE 

HON. THOMAS R. SUOZZI 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 14, 2022 

Mr. SUOZZI. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Dr. Bobby Kalotee. Dr. Bobby 
Kalotee is a hardworking and dedicated indi-
vidual who has grown from humble beginnings 
as an immigrant to a respected civic leader 
and proud United States citizen who epito-
mizes the American dream. Bobby has served 
the people of Nassau County, Long Island, 
and New York State over the past four dec-
ades as the Chairman of various political par-
ties, a community activist, and an ambassador 
on overseas missions of charitable work. Dr. 
Kalotee believes that serving others is a true 
honor, devoting time to build a healthy, peace-
ful, and prosperous world community. He is 
relentless in his quest to help people address 
their problems and concerns, regardless of ori-
gin or social status. 

Dr. Kalotee was appointed to Nassau Coun-
ty Human Rights Commission in 2016 by a 
unanimous vote of the Nassau County legisla-
ture, and enthusiastically approved by the 
Nassau County Executive. Bobby is one of the 
longest serving Directors for Nassau Univer-
sity Medical Center. In addition, Bobby was 
appointed to Stony Brook University’s 
Brookhaven National Labs from 1997 to 2007, 
as Director/Vice Chair of the Counsel. Dr. 
Kalotee also serves on the board of New York 
Institute of Technology where he received an 
honorary Doctorate in science in 2001. He 
was also the Chairman of Spartan Health 
Science University Saint Lucia where he re-
ceived an Honorary Doctorate in Philosophy 
2016. 

Since 2005, Dr. Kalotee has served as the 
International Chairman of Friends for Good 
Health, a philanthropic organization that has 
sent teams of leading healthcare professionals 
to provide vital medical services in the world’s 
most affected regions. On one recent such 
mission, Dr. Kalotee and his team served over 
7,000 people in numerous cities across El Sal-
vador, Guatemala, and Honduras. 

Under the leadership of Dr. Kalotee, Friends 
for Good Health has expanded to a worldwide 
organization with Co-Chairs in over 127 coun-
tries. Dr. Kalotee has personally directed mis-
sions in providing disaster aid to El Salvador, 
Malawi, Haiti, India, Pakistan, the Dominican 
Republic and others. 

Dr. Kalotee has always been very active in 
civic, social, charitable, and political life, be-
lieving that politics is not a spectator sport but 
requires proactive participation and advocacy, 
and that voting in an informed and educated 
manner is a privilege and the civic duty of 
every responsible citizen. He has served as 
Chairman of the Nassau County Independ-
ence Party, Vice-Chairman of New York State 
Independence Party, and National Executive 
Director of the Independence Party of Amer-
ica. He was a National Chairman of the Re-
form Patty from 2007 to 2010. 

Dr. Kalotee holds the rank of Major in the 
New York State Guard, Division of Military and 
Naval Affairs and as a General in the U— 
S,Disaster Relief Command. He was ap-
pointed as a special liaison to South Asia by 
the President of Malawi, the Hon. Joyce Hilda 
Banda, and currently serves as a special advi-

sor to the Grenada Mission at the UN Mission. 
As the Chairman of the Human Rights Com-
mission, Dr. Kalotee has the privilege to per-
sonally witness many local, state, and world-
wide elections and has been invited to attend 
inaugurations of several heads of state all 
over the world. 

Dr. Kalotee believes that serving others is 
both a commitment and a passion for human-
ity and that one must devote countless time in 
order to achieve a healthy, peaceful and pros-
perous world community. 

Dr. Kalotee was a guest speaker several 
times at the United Nations General Assembly 
in New York and in Geneva, speaking on 
issues of education and health to the world 
community. His life experience of responsibility 
and understanding the importance of a better 
tomorrow was evident in his messages. 

Since the onset of the COVID–19 pandemic, 
Dr. Kalotee has played an instrumental role in 
helping to combat the virus with leaders 
around the world, working with doctors, 
nurses, first responders, support staff and po-
litical leaders to formulate plans to keep com-
munities safe—locally, nationally and inter-
nationally. He spearheaded efforts to provide 
thousands of face masks, shields, gloves, and 
temperature and mask-sensing kiosks which 
were delivered to hospitals, schools, and nurs-
ing homes at no cost. 

Above all, Bobby responds time and again 
to an innate need to serve. He believes that 
protecting others is the greatest reward an in-
dividual or organization can achieve, and his 
organization’s motto is that ‘‘There is no better 
gift one can give to humanity than good 
health.’’ 

I thank Bobby for his kindness. 

f 

RECOGNIZING U.S. SPACE FORCE 
MAJOR MARK CRIMM 

HON. DOUG LAMBORN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 14, 2022 

Mr. LAMBORN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in recognition of U.S. Space Force 
Major Mark Crimm, who served as my 2022 
Defense Fellow. Major Crimm, call sign Reap-
er, has been an integral part of my office, 
helping constituents and veterans in Colo-
rado’s 5th Congressional District. 

Major Crimm is a decorated warfighter, ex-
pert Guardian, and has been essential in de-
veloping national defense policies and legisla-
tion, especially in military space. Reaper as-
sisted with House Armed Services Committee 
hearings and mark-ups and provided invalu-
able support developing the FY2023 National 
Defense Authorization Act. 

Major Crimm is originally from Wyoming and 
is married to Elyse, a Colorado native, who 
also serves in the U.S. Space Force. They 
have a newborn daughter, Lexington. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues in 
Congress to join me in thanking U.S. Space 
Force Major Mark Crimm for serving our Na-
tion, my office, and many grateful constituents. 
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HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF LEO VIRGINIUS WILLIAMS, JR. 

HON. ELAINE G. LURIA 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, December 14, 2022 

Mrs. LURIA. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of Leo Virginius Williams, Jr. 

Born on April 14, 1926, to the late Bessie 
and Leo V. Williams, Sr., Leo Williams was a 
Norfolk native and a 1943 graduate of Booker 
T. Washington High School. He was also a 
1951 graduate of Norfolk Division of Virginia 
State College, a 1953 graduate of Virginia 
State University, and a 1963 graduate of the 
University of Virginia. 

Mr. Williams served his country in the U.S. 
Navy from 1944 to 1946 as a Pharmacist 
Mate Third Class before beginning college. He 
was among the first African Americans in the 
U.S. Navy to serve in the Medical Corps and 
among the first African Americans to receive a 
graduate degree from the University of Vir-
ginia. 

Following his graduation from Virginia State 
University, Mr. Williams began his career as 
an educator teaching math and business at 
Ruffner Middle School. He also served as the 
principal at Titustown, Robert E. Lee, and 
Oceanair Elementary Schools. Robert E. Lee 
was one of the first integrated schools for staff 
members in 1963, and Oceanair Elementary 
School was one of the first to have an African 
American principal. Leo’s calm spirit and com-
mitment to educating our students dem-
onstrated a level of excellence quickly noted 
by the community and his superiors. 

From 1967 to 1969, Mr. Williams served as 
the Assistant Director of the Norfolk Model Cit-
ies Program as a representative from the Nor-
folk School Board. He was promoted to Assist-
ant Director of Pupil Personnel in Norfolk Pub-
lic Schools (NPS). With this promotion, he be-
came the first African American to serve on 
the Urban Assistance Incentive Fund Advisory 
Committee appointed by Former Governor 
Mills E. Godwin, Jr. In 1971, Mr. Williams be-
came the Director of Pupil Personnel for the 
Norfolk School Board. He was also the first Af-
rican American to serve in this role and was 
appointed to serve on the Urban Assistance 
Incentive Fund Advisory Committee by Former 
Governor Linwood Holton. 

Mr. Williams retired in 1995 with more than 
40 years of service to NPS. In 1998, he be-
came an adjunct professor at Norfolk State 
University, where he taught school law and 
school community relations at the graduate 
level. In 2010, he returned to Norfolk Public 
Schools, where he remained until 2016. He re-
tired again in 2016 at the tender age of 90 
after years of service to our community. 

Mr. Williams’ commitment to our children 
and improving our education system is inspir-
ing. I am proud to honor and recognize his 
leadership and legacy. Coastal Virginia is a 
better place because of him. 

f 

HONORING RICHARD RUHE 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, December 14, 2022 

Mr. LONG. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the incredible career of Richard Ruhe. I 

know him personally and you will not find a 
kinder, gentler or more professional and dedi-
cated teacher than Richard. I’m excited to 
honor him with this CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
today so that others can get to know the same 
man I do. 

After beginning his teaching career in public 
school districts in Arizona, Arkansas, and 
Texas, Richard and his family moved to Mis-
souri in 1991 when he accepted a position at 
my alma mater Greenwood Laboratory School 
on the campus of Missouri State University to 
teach instrumental music for grades 6–12. At 
that time, the high school band was comprised 
of a grand total of 3 students. Due to Rich-
ard’s passion and dedication the music pro-
gram at Greenwood grew exponentially over 
the course of his 25-plus years at Greenwood 
to include nearly the entirety of the secondary 
student body, year after year. The Greenwood 
band program became one of the strongest in 
the state, routinely winning national competi-
tions against schools many times its size, and 
dozens of students achieved individual awards 
at the district and state levels. 

While the success of the band program was 
absolutely phenomenal in terms of achieve-
ment, what really made it special was the 
sense of belonging, purpose, and acceptance 
so many students found within it. When Rich-
ard talks about his time at Greenwood now, 
while I know he’s immensely proud of what 
the band program accomplished and all of his 
students’ achievements over the years, he 
most often speaks about individual students 
as individual people and the time he spent 
getting to know them on hours-long bus rides 
to competitions, or when they’d pile into the 
band room between classes, at lunch, or after 
school to socialize with one another, or seek 
refuge from a hard day, in a place that felt 
safe. To so many students, he was an end-
lessly patient teacher, a mentor, a trusted ad-
visor. It didn’t matter how much inherent musi-
cal ability any given student had, they were 
part of the band’s success, and they belonged 
in the band room. I know that is worth more 
to Richard than any of the trophies the band 
collected. 

Madam Speaker, it is clear that Richard 
Ruhe has prioritized not only developing stu-
dents’ musical talents, but also forming them 
into young adults. His work with Greenwood 
Laboratory School is admirable. 

f 

RECOGNIZING KENNETH CHARLES 
(K.C.) STOCK 

HON. MIKE GALLAGHER 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 14, 2022 

Mr. GALLAGHER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life and legacy of a remark-
able man, Kenneth Charles (K.C.) Stock. 

Born in 1938 in Oconto, WI, K.C. was the 
oldest of three children. He graduated from 
Oconto High School in 1956, and at the age 
of 19, K.C. began building houses and running 
a farm with Holstein cows which he raised for 
beef. Following two years at St. Norbert Col-
lege in De Pere, K.C. left to begin working at 
Scanlan and Stock, after which he started his 
own pallet business in Oconto. K.C. was the 
bookkeeper, truck driver, purchasing agent, 
and had two employees at his small business. 

In the midst of starting his own company, K.C. 
met and married the love of his life, Ms. Geor-
gia Soulek. 

While K.C.’s family expanded, so did his 
business. K.C. continued to grow his business 
operations and in 1971 he bought his first con-
tractor yard, ScanIan and Stock, the same 
yard where he started his career years earlier. 
K.C. renamed the company Stock Lumber and 
would grow the company across the Midwest, 
opening locations in Green Bay, Appleton, 
Princeton, Fond Du Lac, Stevens Point, Sus-
sex, Delavan, Windsor, La Crosse, Eagan, 
and Rochester. K.C.’s entrepreneurial spirit 
was evident in all that he did from Stock Lum-
ber to his ownership of Cruiser Yachts in 
Oconto, Wisconsin. He built lasting businesses 
that granted many members of Northeast Wis-
consin stable, family-supporting jobs. 

As his business grew, so did his efforts to 
give back to his community. In 1991, he 
founded the K.C. Stock Foundation which 
played an instrumental role in funding the Chil-
dren’s Hospital in Northeast Wisconsin at St. 
Vincent Hospital to ensure that many families 
would not need to travel across the state for 
treatment. In recognition of his leadership in 
the community, K.C. was awarded the 1999 
Free Enterprise Award presented by the Ro-
tary Club of Green Bay. It is evident through 
his numerous accolades that KC left a lasting 
impact and influence on his family, friends, 
employees, and our entire community. I wish 
to thank K.C. for his lifelong dedication to our 
community and I offer my sincere condolences 
to his family and friends during this time. 

Madam Speaker, the people of Northeast 
Wisconsin thank K.C. Stock for his immeas-
urable dedication and commitment to his com-
munity. My thoughts and prayers go out to his 
wife, Georgia, their children, grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren and to all of the lives he 
touched throughout our country. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE 
OF RONALD W. LASCH 

HON. FRED UPTON 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 14, 2022 

Mr. UPTON. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to note the passing of Ron Lasch. 

Ron was a friend and advisor to me and 
hundreds of other Members of both parties 
during his 42-year career as a Floor Assistant 
in this body. 

Ron came to the House as a 16 year old 
Page in 1958 when Joe Martin was the Re-
publican Leader. He graduated from the Cap-
itol Page School in 1960 alongside other men 
with long careers in the House, such as 
former Representative Jim Kolbe, who also 
passed away just days ago, and the late 
Donnald K. Anderson, former Clerk of the 
House. 

As a Floor Assistant, Ron monitored the 
proceedings on the floor and advised Mem-
bers on scheduling and procedure. He valued 
the rules and traditions of the House, and 
more than once, privately talked a Member out 
of heated words that, spoken in anger, would 
likely be ruled out of order. 

Ron retired in 2000, so there is a dwindling 
number of current Members who knew him, 
but at the time of his retirement, many of my 
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colleagues paid tribute to his judgement and 
dedication. His impact, behind the scenes, 
was immense. He was a mentor not only to 
Members, but to other people who staffed the 
floor, particularly the many Pages who have 
come and gone over the years. 

Ron was born a year after Pearl Harbor 
Day, December 7, 1942, and died on Novem-
ber 14, 2022. His classmate, Congressman 
Jim Kolbe, died days later on December 3rd. 
Donn Anderson died July 30, 2020. I am per-
sonally grateful for the service of these three 
men of the House. 

Madam Speaker, I include in the Record a 
statement from the Honorable Robert E. 
Bauman, one of Ron’s colleagues on the staff 
here who later represented the First District of 
Maryland in the House. 

IN MEMORIAM—RONALD W. LASCH 
THE HONORABLE ROBERT E. BAUMAN, FIRST 

DISTRICT, MARYLAND (1973–1981) 
Owen Lovejoy, a member of the House 

from Illinois (1857–1864), was close to Presi-
dent Abraham Lincoln, who called him ‘‘my 
most generous friend.’’ On an obelisk in 
Princeton, Illinois, in his honor are the 
words of Lincoln: ‘‘Let him have his marble 
monument along with the well assured and 
more enduring one in the hearts of all those 
who love Liberty unselfishly and for all.’’ 

Indeed, Lincoln was correct; true friend-
ship is a matter of the heart. Ron Lasch was 
my friend, and a respected friend to many on 
Capitol Hill during the 37 years he served on 
the House Republican floor staff. 

He started his 42-year House career as a 
Page in 1958, sponsored by Representative 
William B. Widnall of New Jersey. In 1963, he 
was named as telephone clerk in the House 
Republican Cloakroom. Ron joined me there 
where I was also a phone clerk. 

On November 22, 1963, a Friday, the House 
had adjourned when news of President Ken-
nedy’s death in Dallas came over the news 
tickers in the House Lobby. Ron and I were 
flooded with anxious calls to the cloakroom. 

It is no exaggeration to say that Ron 
Lasch made possible my elective career to 
the Maryland State Senate and to Congress. 
He did so by working the cloakroom phones 
countless late days, allowing me to go to 
night school and obtain degrees from George-
town University foreign service and law 
schools. 

As manager of the Republican Cloakroom, 
he knew intimately party positions and floor 
developments and became a trusted source of 
information for Members and their staffs. He 
mentored many Pages over the years and 
was a graduate of the Capitol Page School in 
the Library of Congress. 

In 1968, after I resigned and returned to my 
home on the Eastern Shore of Maryland, 
Lasch became manager of the Republican 
Cloakroom, the official floor source of infor-
mation for Republican Members. 

As a private space for Member interaction, 
the cloakroom was ideally suited for Lasch 
to answer questions about pending legisla-
tion. He was a friend and protector of the 
gracious lady who for decades ran the cloak-
room lunch counter, the late Helen Jones 
Winfield Sewell. When Ron retired in 2000, 
many House Members joined in paying him 
tributes. 

Ron was trusted because of his vast knowl-
edge of House parliamentary procedure and 
traditions. He understood the personal side 
of lawmaking, forging relationships with 
Members from both sides of the aisle. He was 
careful to respect House Members, remem-
bering his staff role. But while he was a 
quiet, reserved presence, in private he had 
his own sardonic estimate of those he served. 

Ron’s role as Republican floor staffer ex-
panded over the years, culminating in his 

work as Floor Assistant to Speaker Newt 
Gingrich in 1995. In my opinion, Gingrich 
could have avoided many of his subsequent 
troubles had he taken Ron’s advice about 
House rules. 

My own daughter, Genie Eardley, a House 
Page (CPS Class of 1983), knew him well and 
called Ron ‘‘irreplaceable.’’ As Lincoln sug-
gested, Ron’s monument endures in the 
hearts of those who knew and respected ‘‘the 
gentleman from New Jersey.’’ 

f 

ESTEBAN E. TORRES POST OFFICE 
BUILDING 

SPEECH OF 

HON. GRACE F. NAPOLITANO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, December 12, 2022 

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in strong support of H.R. 7832 to re-
name the post office located at 396 South 
California Avenue in West Covina, California 
after the late Congressman Esteban E. Torres, 
a long-time San Gabriel Valley legislator and 
beloved community leader. 

A proud son of immigrants, Rep. Torres 
dedicated his life to serving his community, 
our nation in uniform, and working families 
across Eastern Los Angeles County. I proudly 
introduced this legislation with Rep. LINDA 
SÁNCHEZ so future generations will remember 
Rep. Torres’ legacy and be inspired by his 
service to our region and nation. 

Rep. Torres was born on January 27, 1930, 
in Miami, Arizona. Shortly after finishing high 
school, he enlisted in the U.S. Army from 
1949 to 1953 during the Korean War conflict 
and was honorably discharged with the rank of 
sergeant first class. 

After attending various institutions including, 
the Los Angeles Art Center, East Los Angeles 
College, and California State University Los 
Angeles, Rep. Torres was subsequently elect-
ed to serve California’s 34th district. He rep-
resented the cities of Artesia, Norwalk, Santa 
Fe Springs, Pico Rivera, parts of Whittier, 
South El Monte, Industry, La Puente, Baldwin 
Park, and West Covina for 16 years in Con-
gress. During his first five terms, Rep. Torres 
served on the House Banking, Finance, and 
Urban Affairs and the Small Business Commit-
tees. In 1993, he was named to the powerful 
Appropriations Committee where he was re-
sponsible for delivering millions of dollars for 
public transit projects in Los Angeles County 
and throughout the State of California and ad-
vocating for U.S. policies that advanced de-
mocracies throughout the world. Rep. Torres 
also served as Chair of the Congressional His-
panic Caucus and as a Deputy Whip for the 
House’s Democratic leadership. 

Rep. Torres also was an accomplished art-
ist. His art was featured in the Washingtonian 
Magazine, at numerous galleries throughout 
Los Angeles, and admired by his colleagues in 
Congress, friends, and family. Among his 
proudest accomplishments was being one of 
the founders, along with Supervisor Gloria 
Molina, of LA Plaza de Cultura y Artes, a 
world-renowned museum honoring the past, 
inspiring the future, and recognizing the cul-
tural influence of Mexicans, Mexican Ameri-
cans, and all Latinx in the greater Los Angeles 
community. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to 
support H.R. 7832. Renaming the West Co-

vina Post Office in Rep. Torres’ honor will be 
a small token of gratitude for his lifetime of 
dedication to his community and country. 

f 

HONORING MRS. KATHY J. 
THOMAS 

HON. STEVEN M. PALAZZO 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 14, 2022 

Mr. PALAZZO. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize one of my district staffers, Mrs. 
Kathy J. Thomas. I met Kathy in 2019 and 
quickly brought her on staff as a Constituent 
Liaison in my Gulfport district office. During 
her tenure, Kathy has assisted nearly 3,000 
constituents through casework with compas-
sion and dedication. 

Kathy grew up in West Virginia in the small 
town of Follansbee. In 1988, she graduated 
from Brooke High School, and shortly there-
after, she married her high school sweetheart, 
Mark. After their wedding, she and her new 
husband moved to Biloxi, MS, where he 
served in the United States Navy Seabees. 
Her grandfather, Kale E. Wells, served in the 
United States Navy during WWII. Kale would 
have been proud of her decision to marry 
Mark as he rose through the ranks to retire 
after serving 30 years as a Command Master 
Chief. 

Kathy and her husband raised two beautiful, 
intelligent daughters, Taylor and Riley. Taylor 
graduated from Mississippi State and the Uni-
versity of South Alabama and works as a 
Labor and Delivery Nurse at USA Children’s 
and Women’s Hospital in Mobile, AL. Riley 
graduated from the University of Southern 
Mississippi and recently started a job at the 
DuBard School for Language Disorders in Hat-
tiesburg, MS. 

Kathy attended Mississippi Gulf Coast Com-
munity College, earning an associate degree. 
Kathy volunteered for years as an ombuds-
man as her husband served and deployed 
with the United States Navy Seabees. While 
raising her daughters, she worked as a pre-
school teacher and assistant teacher. Her pas-
sion and dedication to helping others led her 
to work as a Congressional Liaison making a 
difference in the daily lives of the constituents 
of South Mississippi. 

Kathy has been a valued, loyal, dedicated, 
and compassionate asset to my staff and me. 
I am grateful for her positivity and can-do atti-
tude over the years. Madam Speaker, I am 
honored to express my gratitude to Mrs. Kathy 
Thomas for her service to Mississippi and my 
constituents. 

f 

COMMENDING DR. CHRISTA MAR-
TIN FOR HER SELFLESS SERV-
ICE TO HER COMMUNITY AND 
THE GREAT STATE OF TEN-
NESSEE 

HON. MARK E. GREEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 14, 2022 

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize the life and ac-
complishments of Dr. Christa Martin of Colum-
bia, Tennessee. 
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Christa Martin exemplifies the volunteer 

spirit. She was born and raised in Maury 
County and continues to serve the community 
she cherishes so deeply. Growing up on a 
farm instilled in Dr. Martin the three main fo-
cuses of her life: education, public service, 
and faith. Through her humble beginnings, Dr. 
Martin said she learned from her sur-
roundings, ‘‘the farm . . . the road . . . and 
the community,’’ and believes, ‘‘you didn’t 
have to have letters behind your name to be 
educated.’’ 

Through various chapters of learning, Dr. 
Martin has never stalled in her intellectual 
journey. She graduated from Columbia State 
Community College in 1975 with a degree in 
Data Processing. A year later, she received a 
Master of Science in Computer Information 
Systems from Middle Tennessee State Univer-
sity. She then received a doctorate of Higher 
Educational Leadership from Nova South-
eastern University. 

Dr. Martin not only earned her degrees from 
these institutions, but also chose to give back. 
From 1979 to 2003, she worked in the Com-
puter Science Department at Columbia State 
Community College. Since 2003, Dr. Martin 
has worked in a promoted role as an Assistant 
to the President, specializing in Access and 
Diversity. 

Dr. Martin has also served her community 
well. She served on the Columbia City Council 
for over 22 years and is finishing her last term 
as the Vice Mayor of Columbia, where she is 
the first African American female to hold that 
position. Dr. Martin also serves on the Board 
of Directors for Columbia Power & Water, 
Blood Assurance, and Public Entity Partners. 
She serves non-profit organizations such as 
the Boys & Girls Club of South-Central Ten-
nessee, Columbia Miracle League, Maury 
County NAACP, and many more. 

Dr. Martin continues to be involved at New 
Smyrna Cumberland Presbyterian Church as a 
teacher, missionary, clerk, elder, and choir 
member. 

Dr. Martin is a pillar of the community who 
is dedicated to leaving it a better place than 
she found it. Her life shows how passion and 
commitment can create a causal chain that 
benefits whole cities, counties, and, indeed, 
the state. I ask my colleagues to join me in 
acknowledging this great American’s unwaver-
ing devotion toward education, her community, 
and her faith. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF JULIA 
REICHERT 

HON. MICHAEL R. TURNER 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 14, 2022 

Mr. TURNER. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
honor the life of Julia Reichert, an Academy 
Award winning documentarian from my district 
in Southwest Ohio. Julia passed away earlier 
this month at her home in Yellow Springs after 
a battle with cancer. I appreciate this oppor-
tunity to pay tribute to her life and legacy. 

Julia came to the Miami Valley to attend col-
lege and eventually settled there where she 
would spend the next 50 years producing films 
and documentaries that challenged viewers 
preconceptions on gender, class, race, and 
economics. Julia debuted her first documen-

tary, Growing Up Female, in 1971 and it is 
widely recognized as one of the first films from 
the Women’s liberation movement. The Library 
of Congress honored Julia’s work on Growing 
Up Female by selecting the film for preserva-
tion in the United States National Film Reg-
istry. 

Julia would continue her passion and work 
in film making, receiving Oscar nominations in 
1976, 1984, and 2010 before finally breaking 
through to win the 2020 Academy Award for 
Best Documentary Feature for her film, Amer-
ican Factory. Julia’s film captures the arrival of 
Fuyao, a Chinese glass manufacturer, that 
comes to the United States and reopens a 
shuttered GM plant in Moraine, Ohio, employ-
ing 2,000 workers in the Miami Valley. She 
captured the tumultuous journey between 
high-tech Chinese employers and working- 
class Americans with a creative style that 
showcases the stark contrasts in the two cul-
tures, invoking empathy for both parties. 

Her films and documentaries are not the 
only legacy that Julia will leave behind. As a 
professor of Film Production at Wright State 
University for the past 28 years, she influ-
enced hundreds of lives in the classroom. 
Julia’s impact on the Miami Valley and her 
country will not soon be forgotten and her leg-
acy as a storyteller, advocate, and teacher will 
live on for generations to come, both in her 
work and in the lives she touched. 

f 

HONORING JAMIE MILLER FOR HIS 
SERVICE TO MISSISSIPPI 

HON. STEVEN M. PALAZZO 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 14, 2022 

Mr. PALAZZO. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize one of my former staff, Jamie Mil-
ler, for his dedication to the state of Mis-
sissippi. 

Jamie was born in Gulfport, MS, and grad-
uated from Gulfport High School. He has an 
associate degree from Mississippi Gulf Coast 
Community College, where he attended on a 
baseball scholarship, and a Bachelor of 
Science degree from the University of South 
em Mississippi in Hattiesburg. Jamie has been 
married to his wife, Kelli, for 25 years, and 
they have 3 children. Their oldest daughter, 
Maddison Miller Cuevas, is a University of 
Southern Mississippi graduate and lives in Bir-
mingham, AL. Their second daughter, Carson 
Miller, attends Mississippi State University in 
Starkville, and their youngest son, Landon Mil-
ler, is a freshman at Stanford University. 

Jamie began his career as a coastal ecolo-
gist working for the Department of Marine Re-
sources in 1997. The City of Pascagoula hired 
him in 1999 as a planning coordinator and 
grant administrator, focused on downtown de-
velopment and hazard mitigation. He worked 
his way to the position of Deputy City Man-
ager before leaving for the private sector. After 
Katrina, Jamie worked with the Mississippi 
Emergency Management Agency to assist 
local communities with recovery efforts but 
joined Governor Haley Barbour’s Office of Re-
covery and Renewal in April 2006. 

In 2011, Jamie joined my team, initially as 
the District Director but became Chief of Staff 
in my Washington, D.C. office. During his ten-
ure, he worked to connect federal resources 

and legislative solutions to South Mississippi 
communities, businesses, and individual con-
stituents. Jamie participated in the drafting and 
the RESTORE Act, which paved the way for 
billions of dollars to be directed to the Gulf 
States for recovery from the Deep-Water Hori-
zon Oil Spill. He also worked on National 
Flood Insurance Program, Defense, and Com-
mercial Space policy. 

Following his time as a federal employee, 
Jamie continued to serve the state of Mis-
sissippi. In 2013, Governor Bryant appointed 
Jamie as Executive Director of the Mississippi 
Department of Marine resources. Then in 
2018, Jamie received another Governor ap-
pointed leadership role as the Deputy Director 
of the Mississippi Development Agency. Jamie 
is currently the Chief Operations Officer at 
MDA and is responsible for all aspects of the 
agency’s administrative, technology, and finan-
cial divisions. Jamie directly coordinates the 
staff assigned to the administration of the Gulf 
Coast Restoration Fund. 

Madam Speaker, it is with gratitude and ap-
preciation that I honor this Mississippi native 
and my friend, Jamie Miller. 

f 

HONORING THE RETIREMENT OF 
WALT JORDAN 

HON. JOHN R. CARTER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 14, 2022 

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Madam Speaker, I 
am honored to salute the 40-year career of 
Walt Jordan, Vice President of Governmental 
Affairs for Oncor Electric Delivery, as he cele-
brates his well-deserved retirement at the end 
of December. This native Texan has made 
lasting impacts on one of our nations most 
critical industries and has played a key role in 
ensuring Texas continues to lead in energy in-
novation and delivery. 

With his ‘‘can-do’’ spirit, genuine personality, 
and high-minded vision, Walt has been a trust-
ed leader and a fierce advocate for common- 
sense energy policies not only in Texas but 
also in Washington, D.C. During his four dec-
ades with Oncor, the largest transmission and 
distribution electric utility in Texas, he brought 
his tremendous work ethic and commitment to 
excellence to every challenge his company 
and state encountered. 

Heavily involved in the Texas utility industry 
since 1982, Walt made critical contributions to 
restructure the Texas electricity market, sup-
port renewable energy generation, and en-
hance infrastructure investments. With a ‘‘no 
task too big’’ approach, Walt shouldered a va-
riety of responsibilities across his illustrious 
career and has made lasting impacts on this 
critical industry for the next generation of Tex-
ans. 

Retirement is meant to be celebrated and 
enjoyed. It is not the end of a career, but the 
beginning of a new adventure. It is my honor 
to recognize the service of Walt Jordan as he 
starts this new chapter of his life alongside his 
beloved wife Kim and son Luke. On behalf of 
Central Texas, I thank him for his superb work 
and wish him the very best. 
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HONORING MONICA RICHARDSON 

HON. FREDERICA S. WILSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 14, 2022 

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to honor Monica R. Richardson, ex-
ecutive editor of the Miami Herald. Richard-
son, who is the first black person to serve in 
this role in the publication’s 117 year history. 
She also oversees el Nuevo Herald and the 
Bradenton Herald, and serves as McClatchy’s 
Florida regional editor. Ms. Richardson is the 
recipient of the 2022 5000 Role Models of Ex-
cellence Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Breaking 
the Glass Ceiling Award. 

Her historic January 1, 2021 appointment as 
executive editor was made during a critical pe-
riod in American history when, in the aftermath 
of the cruel and senseless murder of George 
Floyd. millions of people across the nation ex-
perienced a racial reckoning that led to cries 
for diversity, equity, and inclusion in all facets 
of life. Nearly 6 months after Mr. Floyd’s 
death, she received a racist email from a 
reader that included derogatory and 
misogynistic slurs targeting her. Rather than 
sweep it under the rug, Richardson chose to 
address the email in a column and open a dia-
logue with Miami. ‘‘Miami, who are we in times 
of challenge? Who are we right now? How are 
you using your voice?’’ she wrote. 

A native of Charlottesville, Virginia, Richard-
son is a seasoned journalist and editor. Over 
the course of her 30-year career, she has 
worked at the Charlottesville Observer, Florida 
Times-Union, and the Lexington Herald-Lead-
er. She joined McClatchy after spending 15 
years at the Atlanta Journal-Constitution as 
the newspaper’s digital managing editor and 
senior managing editor. In a statement an-
nouncing Richardson’s appointment as the 
Miami Herald’s top editor, Kristin Roberts, 
McClatchy’s senior vice president of news, 
praised her ‘‘strong record of leadership in 
local journalism at one the great metro news-
rooms in the country.’’ 

Richardson has been a champion for diver-
sity and inclusion in newsrooms. She has 
served as a leader for various journalism in-
dustry associations and as a juror to the na-
tional Pulitzer Prize board. A graduate of Old 
Dominion University, Richardson enjoys men-
toring young journalists and seasoned profes-
sionals. She also is an advocate for foster 
care and adoption and adopted her daughter 
in 2014. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in honoring 
Monica Richardson for using her position as 
executive editor to give voice to stories that 
might otherwise not be told. 

f 

RECOGNIZING RON MARCHANT 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 14, 2022 

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Ron Marchant, a public servant 
now retiring after 34 honorable years of serv-
ice. Marchant’s career exemplifies the best of 
North Texas and the heart of determination 
which binds all Texans. Prior to his time as an 

elected official, Marchant received a degree in 
Religious Education from Southern Nazarene 
University which he used to pursue a career in 
marketing and teaching as well as endeavors 
in art and music. The community of Carrollton 
recognized Marchant’s leadership and skill by 
electing him to the City Council of Carrollton 
from 1987 to 1992. In 1993, Marchant was 
elected as Justice of the Peace in Precinct 6 
of Denton County, where he served until 2006. 

Throughout those 13 years, Marchant dedi-
cated himself to learning the problems which 
impacted the daily lives of the people of Den-
ton County. He applied these years of experi-
ence to his career when he began as Precinct 
2 Commissioner in Denton County in 2007. In 
this role, Marchant walked alongside citizens 
of North Texas for 16 years and assisted with 
many projects which transformed their lives. 
Marchant has successfully protected the lib-
erties of Denton residents by maintaining low 
property taxes. He also dedicated himself to 
the expansion of mental health services and 
crucial resources which offer the people of 
Denton County food and housing. He provided 
comfort in times of turmoil by helping open 
vaccination clinics at Texas Motor Speedway 
which would administer over 300,000 individ-
uals their COVID–19 vaccines. Marchant 
deeply values his experience in organizing the 
employee wellness clinic which facilitates af-
fordable services for employees and retirees 
and decreases their risk of long-term illness. 
Marchant also served on many boards and 
committees, including the Metrocrest Hospital 
Authority, the Denton County Environmental 
Task Force, and the Denton County Health 
Advisory Board. 

In both his career and personal life, March-
ant has dedicated himself to future genera-
tions of Texans. Starting in 2004, Merchant 
acted as the Carrollton Christian Academy 
Mock Trial coach, instructing students, and 
providing them access to his detailed knowl-
edge of trial procedures and preparing them 
for success. He also prioritizes his time with 
his children and grandchildren and plans to 
continue his advocacy for Denton County in 
the interest of creating a strong and thriving 
community for the next generation. Marchant’s 
advocacy for the people of Denton County has 
had a profound impact on the entire region 
and improved the quality of life for countless 
individuals in North Texas. I thank Ron March-
ant for his years of public service and excel-
lence in the role of Commissioner. I, along 
with the rest of North Texas, wish to follow his 
example and cultivate his legacy of selfless-
ness and competence. I congratulate him on 
his retirement. 

f 

HONORING SENATOR RICHARD 
BURR FOR 28 YEARS OF SERVICE 
TO THE STATE OF NORTH CARO-
LINA 

HON. RICHARD HUDSON 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 14, 2022 

Mr. HUDSON. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor my friend and colleague Senator 
RICHARD BURR for 28 years of public service to 
the people of North Carolina. 

After earning his bachelor’s degree from 
Wake Forest in 1978, Senator BURR first 

worked as a businessman in the wholesale 
commercial products field. In 1995, he began 
his career in public service as the representa-
tive for North Carolina’s Fifth Congressional 
District in the U.S. House of Representatives, 
where he served on Energy and Commerce 
Committee, the Intelligence Committee, and 
the International Relations Committee. After 
five consecutive terms in the House, he was 
elected to represent North Carolina in the U.S. 
Senate for three consecutive terms in 2004. 
2010, and 2016. Senator BURR will retire from 
Congress at the end of his term as the Rank-
ing Member of the Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pension Committee. In the Senate, he 
also currently serves as a senior member of 
the Select Committee on Intelligence and as a 
member of both the Committee on Finance 
and the Special Committee on Aging. Perhaps 
most impressively, he previously held the posi-
tion of Chairman on the Select Committee on 
Intelligence. 

Senator BURR is one of the most con-
sequential senators to ever represent North 
Carolina. His outstanding leadership was es-
sential in ushering through many pieces of 
landmark legislation, including but not limited 
to the Pandemic and All-Hazards Prepared-
ness Act (PAHPA), the Bipartisan Student 
Loan Certainty Act, the Stephen Beck, Jr. 
Achieving a Better Life Experience (ABLE) 
Act, the Emmett Till Unsolved Civil Rights 
Crimes Reauthorization Act, and the Great 
American Outdoors Act. 

I would like to extend my most heartfelt ap-
preciation to Senator BURR for his many years 
of dedicated service to North Carolina and our 
nation. Through his exceptional leadership and 
initiative, he has set an excellent example for 
all in public service to emulate. It has been an 
honor and a privilege to serve and represent 
the people of North Carolina by his side. On 
a personal note, since we first met at a Re-
publican dinner in North Carolina in 1996, 
Senator BURR has been an inspiration, a men-
tor, and a friend. I am a better person and a 
better representative today because of his ex-
ample and influence. I know I speak for our 
entire community in wishing he and his be-
loved wife, Brooke, continued success and 
happiness in retirement. 

Madam Speaker, please join me today in 
honoring and congratulating Senator RICHARD 
BURR for his exemplary service and unwaver-
ing commitment to North Carolina and our Na-
tion. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 14, 2022 

Ms. STEFANIK. Madam Speaker, on De-
cember 13th, I was speaking with constituents 
and unintentionally missed the vote on Roll 
Call No. 519, the Motion to Concur in the Sen-
ate Amendment to the Quantum Computing 
Cybersecurity Preparedness Act. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
YEA on Roll Call No. 519. 
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THANKING MR. EVERETT COLE-

MAN FOR HIS MANY YEARS OF 
SERVICE TO THE UNITED 
STATES CONGRESS AND CON-
GRATULATING HIM ON HIS RE-
TIREMENT 

HON. ADAM SMITH 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 14, 2022 

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize and thank Mr. Everett 
Coleman for his many years of service to the 
United States Congress and congratulate him 
on his retirement. 

A Navy veteran, Everett served our country 
in uniform before serving as a civilian. For the 
last 14 years, Everett has served as a crucial 
member of the House Armed Services Com-
mittee’s staff. 

Everett’s contributions to this committee and 
the country’s national security have been im-
measurable. He has worked countless hours, 
whether late at night or on weekends, to keep 
the committee running and prepared to fulfil its 
duties. As the lead for the committee’s tech-
nology, Everett has served the over 60 mem-
bers and 70 staff throughout the years with 
distinction. The Armed Services Committee 
would not have functioned without him. I can 
say unequivocally that the committee would 
not have passed consecutive National De-
fense Authorizations Acts (NDAAs) each year 
without the tireless work and support of Ever-
ett. 

Since 2007, Everett has kept the committee 
on track. Everett’s role on the committee has 
not been easy. I suspect that no one on staff 
has ever called to let him know that the net-
work was operating properly and that all the 
systems were okay. Rather, Everett has 
stepped up to make last minute fixes to en-
sure that a hearing started on time and 
dropped everything to ensure staff had the 
ability to communicate while abroad. Everett 
was also instrumental in moving the com-
mittee to an all-digital process for the markup 
of the NDAA. Further, as the Congress grap-
pled with how to safely continue operations 
during the COVID–19 pandemic, Everett 
played a critical role to ensure the Armed 
Services Committee continued to be able to 
communicate, access data, and most impor-
tantly, meet and conduct effective oversight, 
ensuring the enactment of consecutive annual 
NDAAs. 

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the House 
Armed Services Committee, I extend our 
deepest appreciation to Everett for his dedi-
cated service to the committee, the Congress, 
and the military and civilian personnel of the 
Armed Forces. We wish him well as he leaves 
the committee to enjoy his well-earned retire-
ment. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JAMIE BERRY ON 
HER LIFE AND WORK 

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 14, 2022 

Ms. ESHOO. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life and work of my constituent 

and friend Jamie Berry, who died on Novem-
ber 9, 2022, after a valiant two-year battle with 
ALS. After exchanging many letters with 
Jamie, I had the privilege of meeting her on 
October 6, 2022, at her home in San Jose, 
California. Her mother, a fierce protector and 
loving caregiver, asked me to visit Jamie who 
was by then unable to leave her home. I found 
a beautiful woman unable to move, but who 
had a clear voice to tell me her hopes, fears 
and dreams. Jamie was a great inspiration to 
me, and she knew that I would continue her 
work to raise funds for the treatment and a 
cure for ALS. 

Jamie was diagnosed with ALS in 2020. 
Prior to her diagnosis, she excelled in her 
sales career, helped run her family’s business, 
and loved to ride ATVs and camp at her fam-
ily’s ranch near the Almaden Quicksilver 
mines. After her diagnosis, she put all of her 
energy and determination into her advocacy 
for ALS patients and their families. Through 
her superb leadership, infectious humor and 
kind heart, she recruited a large group of 
friends from across the country to help her ad-
vocate for ALS patients. During my Health 
Subcommittee hearing on the ACT for ALS 
legislation on November 4, 2021, I quoted 
Jamie: 

‘‘With ALS, a piece of you dies every single 
day. We are simply asking for a fighting 
chance to live the lives we were meant to 
live.’’ 

Thanks to Jamie, the Act for ALS became 
law on December 23, 2021. 

Madam Speaker, I ask the entire House to 
join me in extending our most sincere condo-
lences to Jamie’s family, especially her be-
loved husband Jason, her adored daughter 
Chloee, her devoted mother Deborah, her sis-
ter Lesha, and her many relatives and friends. 
Jamie was a fervent and effective advocate 
and her work will live on as a testament to her 
life of love and courage. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE GENEROSITY 
OF MR. RALPH ROTELLA 

HON. JOHN KATKO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, December 14, 2022 

Mr. KATKO. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the generosity of Ralph Rotella, owner 
of Discount Shoe Repair in Syracuse and driv-
ing force behind Ralphy’s Rescue Mission 
Shoe Drive. 

In 2010, Ralph Rotella was inspired to start 
Ralphy’s Rescue Mission Shoe Drive after 
seeing a homeless person outside of his shop, 
walking in the cold with their toe sticking out. 
He made the decision to provide that person 
with a pair of usable shoes. From that day, 
Ralph began annually collecting, repairing, 
and donating shoes to the Syracuse Rescue 
Mission to help more people in-need. 

In Ralph’s first year of operating the Shoe 
Drive, he donated less than 100 pairs of 
shoes. Each year since then, he has steadily 
expanded his operation, and in 2021, donated 
37,370 pairs of shoes—one of the largest do-
nations the Rescue Mission has ever received. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that my colleagues 
in the House join me in honoring Ralph 
Rotella for his determined efforts to aid under-
served members of our Central New York 
community. 

HONORING THE CAREER OF 
CONGRESSMAN KURT SCHRADER 

HON. SUZANNE BONAMICI 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 14, 2022 

Ms. BONAMICI. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
honor the career of my colleague and neigh-
boring Oregon delegation member, Congress-
man KURT SCHRADER. KURT’s long career in 
public service started in Salem, where he 
served in both the Oregon House and Senate 
before being elected to Congress in 2008. 
KURT has always been known as a practical 
lawmaker who wants to get things done for 
the people of his district. As the sole veteri-
narian in Congress, KURT is a prominent voice 
in the work to end animal cruelty and advo-
cated for bipartisan solutions to safeguard 
public health. KURT is also known for his lead-
ership in fighting to uplift Oregon farmers. 
Through his service on the Agriculture Com-
mittee and in strengthening several farm bills, 
KURT has helped put Oregon’s specialty crops 
in a place to compete and succeed. 

I am particularly grateful to have partnered 
with KURT to hold our government accountable 
for its long and shameful history of separating 
Native American children from their families. 
KURT has thoughtfully led our work regarding 
the challenges around Chemawa Indian 
School in Salem, Oregon, and our efforts to 
provide oversight on whether the school can 
protect the well-being of its students and get 
them on a path to academic success. KURT 
has demanded answers from both Democratic 
and Republican Administrations and has not 
wavered from the fight to stand up for the stu-
dents and their families. 

KURT will depart with a strong legacy of 
serving his constituents and championing bi-
partisan legislative successes. I offer my best 
wishes to KURT, his wife, Susan, and his hard- 
working staff in Oregon and in Washington, 
D.C. 

f 

MEMORIALIZING JEAN MONNET 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 14, 2022 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, I am grateful, as Co-Chair of the 
Congressional French Caucus, to ask the 
House of Representatives to join me in hon-
oring Jean Monnet through the legislation I co- 
sponsored creating a commemorative work in 
Rock Creek Park to honor his international 
peace contributions. 

Jean Monnet is often referred to as the ‘‘Fa-
ther of Europe’’ for his role in initiating the 
dream for the European Union, which today is 
one of our largest trading partners. During 
World War II, Jean Monnet took up residence 
here in Washington, D.C., and contributed to 
the ‘‘Victory Program’’ with the United States, 
helping the allied powers retake his home 
country after its fall in 1940. 

After the war, Jean Monnet worked tirelessly 
to integrate European nations with the United 
States, and create a lasting transatlantic co-
operation. His diplomatic work led to the cre-
ation of the European Union. 
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Mr. Monnet spent his time in the United 

States appreciating the natural beauty of our 
country. He notably took daily walks through 
Rock Creek Park which he fondly referred to 
as ‘‘my park’’ in his memoirs. His personal 
connection to the park makes it a fitting loca-
tion for a commemorative work in Washington. 
I join my colleagues in extending support for 
the legislation creating this new capital memo-
rial. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE CLOSE 
AGENCY LOOPHOLES TO THE 
JONES ACT 

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 14, 2022 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Madam Speaker, today I 
introduce the ‘‘Close Agency Loopholes to the 
Jones Act,’’ which would close early 50 years 
of anti-Jones Act decisions, known as ‘‘letter 
rulings’’, by U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion. 

As chairman of the House Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Readiness and having 
served as ranking member of the Sub-
committee on Coast Guard and Maritime 
Transportation from 2013 to 2018, I am com-
mitted to rebuilding the U.S.-flagged fleet in-
cluding international and Jones Act vessels. 
For nearly 50 years, Congress has stood idly 
by while federal regulators made bad decision 
after bad decision chipping away at the Jones 
Act, allowing foreign vessels paying poverty 
wages to take jobs from Americans working in 
our maritime industry. That stops today. 

In December 2020, Congress enacted my 
amendment to the Outer Continental Shelf 
Lands Act as section 9503 of the William M. 
(Mac) Thornberry National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2021 (Public Law 116– 
283) affirming that the application of the Con-
stitution, laws, and civil and political jurisdic-
tion of the United States to the Outer Conti-
nental Shelf also applies to non-mineral en-
ergy resources and exploring for, developing, 
producing, transporting, or transmitting such 
resources. As I stated in my remarks on Sep-
tember 24, 2020 (Congressional Record, Vol. 
166, No. 166), Congress always intended U.S. 
law to apply to any form of exploration, devel-
opment, production, transportation, and trans-
mission of energy resources under the Outer 
Continental Shelf Lands Act of 1953. 

On January 25, 2021, President Biden’s first 
executive order (no.14005) after assuming of-
fice directed federal agencies to maximize the 
use of American mariners, American-built 
ships, and U.S.-flagged vessels under the 
Jones Act. In response to my amendment en-
acted in the FY12 NDAA, Customs and Border 
Protection issued a headquarters ruling letter 
‘‘HQ H309186’’ on January 27, 2021, correctly 
holding that the transportation of ‘‘scour pro-
tection’’ materials from the Port of Providence, 
Rhode Island to a wind project on the Outer 
Continental Shelf off the southeast shore of 
Martha’s Vineyard is a coastwise activity 
under the Jones Act. 

On March 17, 2021, the national trade asso-
ciation for the offshore wind industry sent a 
letter to the Commissioner of Customs and 
Border Protection requesting that the agency 
withdraw HQ H309186. In this letter, the off-

shore wind industry mischaracterized my Sep-
tember 2020, remarks from the Congressional 
Record as somehow supporting its request 
that Customs and Border Protection withdraw 
the January 27, 2021, letter ruling. On March 
25, 2021, Customs and Border Protection 
issued a revised headquarters ruling letter 
(HQ H317289) contradicting its January 2021 
letter ruling and the President’s policy to allow 
foreign vessels to construct energy projects on 
the Outer Continental Shelf. 

To be clear, my September 2020 remarks in 
the Congressional Record state that my 
amendment to Outer Continental Shelf Lands 
Act simply clarified that all forms of offshore 
energy development are indeed subject to the 
same U.S. laws that apply to the offshore oil 
and gas industry. That does not mean that I 
accept the validity of the many administrative 
loopholes to the Jones Act created by dec-
ades of bad letter rulings and poor enforce-
ment by Customs and Border Protection. 
Rather, I have long held that many of the ac-
tivities regulators have incorrectly allowed the 
offshore oil and gas industry to engage in 
using foreign-flagged vessels are clear viola-
tions of the plain text of the Jones Act and 
original Congressional intent. 

It is now clear to me that the regulators at 
Customs and Border Protection are unwilling 
to fully implement the Jones Act, as directed 
by President Biden’s Executive Order 14005. 
My ‘Closing Agency Loopholes to the Jones 
Act’ would finally force federal regulators to 
enforce the law as Congress intended in 1920, 
maximizing job opportunities for American 
mariners, U.S.-flagged vessels, and domestic 
shipyard workers. In effect, my legislation 
would also compel Customs and Border Pro-
tection to implement the President’s stated 
policy by fully enforcing the Jones Act. 

Madam Speaker, I encourage all members 
of the House to cosponsor this critical and 
long overdue legislation. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE OF 
BEVERLY LANE 

HON. MARK DeSAULNIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 14, 2022 

Mr. DESAULNIER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today with Congressman JERRY MCNERNEY 
and Congressman MIKE THOMPSON to recog-
nize the service of Beverly Lane as she retires 
from the East Bay Regional Park District 
(EBRPD) Board of Directors. 

Beverly has been a strong advocate for 
Contra Costa residents and has worked tire-
lessly to help this community thrive. As former 
Mayor of Danville, she was committed to pre-
serving open spaces and bolstering the town’s 
transportation system. Additionally, she spear-
headed efforts to protect local sites of cultural 
and historical significance and to educate oth-
ers about the Bay Area’s rich history through 
her work with a variety of organizations includ-
ing the League of Women Voters (California), 
Central Contra Costa Transportation Authority, 
California League of Cities, the Oakland Mu-
seum of California History, the Contra Costa 
County Historical Society, and more. She is 
the author of four books on local history and 
led efforts to establish the Calaveras Ridge 
trail as well as an agricultural park in Danville. 

Beverly has received extensive recognition for 
her outstanding public service, receiving the 
Association of Bay Area Governments Grow-
ing Smarter Together Award for Distinguished 
Leadership, Save Mount Diablo’s Mountain 
Star Award, Tri-Valley Hero and Woman of the 
Year, and many more. 

Beverly joined the East Bay Regional Park 
District Board in 1994 representing Ward 6. 
During her time with EBRPD, she has worked 
to extend the Iron Horse Trail, establish the 
Sycamore Valley Open Space Park, and pro-
moted a range of other projects to support our 
regional parks. Recently, Beverly has played a 
key role in the creation of Thurgood Marshall 
Regional Park—Home of the Port Chicago 50. 
Throughout her tenure with EBRPD, Beverly 
has continually advocated for improved access 
to parks and trails and shown her commitment 
to safeguarding Contra Costa’s environment 
and open spaces. Her dedication and service 
have helped to connect Contra Costa resi-
dents to nature within their own communities, 
encouraging a healthy lifestyle for all commu-
nity members. 

Please join me, Congressman MCNERNEY, 
and Congressman THOMPSON in congratu-
lating Beverly on her well-deserved retirement 
after nearly four decades of service to Contra 
Costa County. 

f 

HONORING THE TSA EMPLOYEES 
AT LOUISVILLE MUHAMMAD ALI 
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

HON. JOHN A. YARMUTH 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, December 14, 2022 

Mr. YARMUTH. Madam Speaker, I rise in 
honor of the TSA workers at Louisville Mu-
hammad Ali International Airport, and please 
understand, this is not a token acknowledge-
ment. 

I am about to wrap up a 16 year Congres-
sional career in which I’ve flown from my 
home in Louisville to the Capitol and back 
around 40 weeks or so in a non-pandemic 
year. That’s about 1,120 flights, give or take. 

I see these folks more than I see most of 
my colleagues. And it’s great. They’re friendly, 
they’re funny, they’re kind. If they obstruct, it’s 
with good reason. 

Seriously, they’ve made these encounters a 
truly enjoyable part of my job. Yes, I’m talking 
about going through airport security. No easy 
task. 

Of course, being nice for me to talk to is 
hardly the most important part of their jobs. 
They’re keeping us safe, our families, our 
community. Every single person who passes 
through Muhammad Ali International Airport is 
their responsibility, both to protect and to en-
sure is not a threat. 

One week a year, 30,000 people pass 
through in just a few days for the Kentucky 
Derby, and each one requires attention from 
our TSA workers. 

And people think airport security is stressful 
for them. 

But if they get stressed, you’d never know 
it. You’ll get a friendly smile, a kind word, and 
maybe even a joke. 

When I ran for Congress, I’ll be honest, I 
never thought about how much time I’d spend 
with the men and women of Louisville’s TSA. 
But now, it’s time I’ll never forget. 
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They are true public servants who’ve kept 

us safe and secure, and I thank them. I don’t 
know where I’ll be going in retirement, but I 
look forward to seeing them on the way there. 

f 

HONORING VENANCIO CHAVEZ 

HON. J. LUIS CORREA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, December 14, 2022 

Mr. CORREA. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the exceptional advocacy and service 
of community leader Venancio Chavez. 

Born on May 18, 1962, in Hidalgo, Mexico, 
Mr. Chavez immigrated to Santa Ana, Cali-
fornia, in 1986, where he soon became a 
community leader and advocate for edu-
cational equity in the Santa Ana Unified 
School District. 

Mr. Chavez advocacy work was conducted 
through his membership with several Parent 
Teacher Associations (PTAs). As president of 
Garfield Elementary’s PTA from 1995 to 1998, 
he worked for better safety and quality of life 
for the students and parents. He helped plant 
hedges that served a safety barrier and he 
also established a community garden. 

His leadership continued as a member of 
the Villa Fundamental Junior High School PTA 
from 2001 to 2004. During this time, he advo-
cated for equal opportunities for disadvan-
taged and disabled students. His advocacy led 
to the creation of the lottery system for incom-
ing students for all fundamental high schools 
in the City of Santa Ana. 

As PTA President at Century High School 
from 2004 to 2008, he increased parent at-
tendance at PTA meetings by inspiring them 
to become more involved on campus. Addi-
tionally, he spearheaded efforts to create com-
munity yard sales to fundraise for the PTA. 
These efforts afforded the school a lighted 
marquee to provide seamless communication 
with parents. 

One of his most lasting legacies is the 
founding of El Sol Science and Arts Academy, 
which opened in Santa Ana in 2001 with 1,000 
students in preschool through eighth grade. El 
Sol Academy is a leading dual-immersion pub-
lic charter school that offers an intensive aca-
demic instructional program that prepares stu-
dents for high school and beyond. His goal of 
providing greater access to high education for 
Santa Ana’s low-income families has been re-
alized as El Sol students have gone on to at-
tend the top colleges and universities through-
out our nation. 

Mr. Chavez continued his advocacy work 
with Orange Coast College as President of the 
school’s Extended Opportunity and Services 
Program. In this position, Mr. Chavez endeav-
ored to bring inclusivity within higher education 
by fostering community ties through campus 
engagement and provide students with equi-
table resources. Student and family engage-
ment increased due to his efforts. 

In 2012, Venancio Chavez graduated from 
Orange Coast College with his Associates de-
gree, with a certificate in Special Education, 
and he later earned his certificate to become 
a veterinarian assistant. Mr. Chavez is a vol-
unteer food distributor with Saddleback 
Church. He also supports the Ebell Club of 
Santa Ana and has dedicated more than 25 
years of service to the French Park Plaza 
Homeowners’ Association Board of Directors. 

Venancio Chavez is a dedicated man who 
strives to assist anyone who may need help. 
Through his advocacy and dedication to public 
service, Mr. Chavez has uplifted his local com-
munity and helped improve equity and access 
to higher education for school children in the 
City of Santa Ana. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in honoring 
the exceptional advocacy and service of com-
munity leader Venancio Chavez. 

f 

HONORING THE CAREER OF SHARI 
BUSH 

HON. DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 14, 2022 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to honor the career of 
Shari Bush and congratulate her on her well- 
deserved retirement. 

Shari is retiring after 21 years at Cypress 
Bay High School in Weston. 

As the BRACE Advisor, Shari was instru-
mental in helping hundreds of students get ac-
cepted to some of the top schools in the coun-
try. 

She was an invaluable source of higher 
education guidance for my own children. 

Cypress Bay High School has 4,800 stu-
dents, and 98 percent of them are on track for 
college. 

Shari plays a huge role in that. 
Shari is an expert in advising students to 

apply for scholarships, financial aid, and coach 
them through all of the stages of college appli-
cation process, including what schools to 
apply to, filling out applications, writing essays, 
testing, and making those critical final deci-
sions. 

She traveled to universities throughout the 
U.S. and abroad and has been hosted at more 
than 50 college campuses. 

Currently, Shari is a member of the Advisory 
Board for the University of Miami and Florida 
State University and is a member of the FBI 
Citizens Academy. 

I wish Shari all the best as she moves into 
the next chapter of her life. 

f 

TRUTH CAN PREVAIL 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 14, 2022 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, I was grateful today to attend a pres-
entation by Alex Epstein on Energy Oppor-
tunity where he fulfilled the introduction of 
being an ‘‘energy expert and philosopher, spe-
cializing in how to persuade people to see the 
truth about energy.’’ 

His message was a courageous clarion call 
of sanity in the midst of energy policy insanity. 

Alex is author of two of the best-selling en-
ergy books of the last decade: The Moral 
Case for Fossil Fuels and Fossil Future: Why 
Global Human Flourishing Requires More Oil, 
Coal, and Natural Gas- Not Less. 

The presentation was highlighted by com-
mon sense, real world, easily understood, 
thoughtful talking points such as ‘‘if Europe’s 

level of dependence on Russia for natural gas 
scares you, know this America is even more 
dependent on China’’ for components replac-
ing fossil fuels. 

His explanation of the lessons on energy 
policies not only revealed the fallacies of failed 
policies, but he offers positive solutions con-
firming being environmentally conscious. 

Alex Epstein is a vital resource for Ameri-
cans who understand the need for energy 
independence for jobs, national security, and 
fiscal sanity for American families. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF 
KATHY MOFFAT 

HON. J. LUIS CORREA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 14, 2022 

Mr. CORREA. Madam Speaker, l rise today 
to celebrate the exemplary life of Kathy Moffat. 
Born and raised in Lincoln, Nebraska, Kathy 
Moffat has lived her life leading with knowl-
edge, experience, and community connection 
while serving the City of Orange, California, as 
an Orange Unified School District (OUSD) 
Trustee. 

In her early years, she attended the Univer-
sity of Nebraska where she earned a Bachelor 
of Science degree in Elementary Education. 
After completing her higher education, she 
went on to pursue teaching education to the 
younger generation. She taught upper elemen-
tary grades for eight years in the states of Ne-
braska, Maryland, and Kansas before moving 
to California. 

Kathy and her husband, Duncan, are par-
ents of three grown children, who were all 
educated in OUSD K–12th grades, and grand-
parents of seven amazing grandchildren. 

Devoted to education and to parent involve-
ment, Kathy has served as a PTA member 
and leader on the local, state, and national 
levels for more than 35 years. 

Kathy was first elected to the OUSD Board 
in 2001 in a recall election and then elected to 
a full term in 2002. She continued to serve on 
the board for nearly 22 years and has notably 
been re-elected 5 times. 

Moffat’s backing of strong academics has 
resulted in more student access and participa-
tion in Advanced Placement (AP) and Inter-
national Baccalaureate (IB) classes. Under 
Kathy’s leadership, the district also started 
providing SAT testing to all interested high 
school students to decrease the financial bur-
den on families in the City of Orange. 

Kathy’s community leadership roles include 
President of the Orange YMCA, Director on 
the Orange County School Boards Associa-
tion, Director of the Leadership Orange Pro-
gram of the Orange Chamber of Commerce, 
the Orange County Committee on School Dis-
trict Organization, and as an active member of 
her church. 

Recent educational challenges have re-
quired dedicated leadership and strong guid-
ance. Due to her impressive background and 
track record, Kathy Moffat has certainly met 
those challenges. 

A champion of education, she has been a 
tireless advocate for the students and fre-
quently visits school sites to support those in 
need. She is said to be one of the best 
friends’ public educations has ever had. 
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Madam Speaker, it is my great privilege to 

honor this humble, hard-working woman. It is 
leaders like Kathy Moffat, who help make our 
country great by serving as role models to our 
children and to our communities. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DANIEL T. KILDEE 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 14, 2022 

Mr. KILDEE. Madam Speaker, on December 
8, 2022 I missed Roll Call Vote 515. Had I 
been present, I would have voted NAY on Roll 
Call No. 515. 

f 

HONORING THE CAREER OF 
MICHAEL PUTNEY 

HON. DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 14, 2022 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to honor the illustrious 
career of Michael Putney, and congratulate 
him on his well-deserved retirement. 

A veteran of the airwaves for more than half 
a century, Michael Putney’s 33-year tenure at 
Local 10 News made him one of South Flor-
ida’s most popular and trusted TV reporters. 

Michael began his career in broadcast jour-
nalism in 1966 in Columbia, Missouri. After 
stops in Washington D.C., Los Angeles and 
New York, he came to South Florida and 
made it his home. 

Throughout my own career in public office, 
there have been many changes in the ever- 
evolving media landscape, but Michael has 
been the one dependable constant. 

Another certainty for any elected official was 
that, at some point, you would have to answer 
the tough but fair questions from ‘‘Putney.’’ 

Michael was doggedly devoted to account-
ability throughout his tenure at WPLG and our 
community is far better as a result that work. 

Michael’s superior reporting skills won him 
two Emmys. And the state Supreme Court 
saw fit to appoint him to Florida’s Judicial 
Management Council. 

I hope Michael and his wife enjoy their time 
together doing some of his favorite things: 
cooking, reading, tennis and traveling. 

I will miss him in the press gaggles, and in 
the studio, but I wish him all the best as he 
begins the next, relaxing chapter of his life. 

f 

HONORING THE EXTRAORDINARY 
CAREER OF COACH ART VENEGAS 

HON. J. LUIS CORREA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 14, 2022 

Mr. CORREA. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the extraordinary career of Coach Art 
Venegas. 

Coach Venegas is regarded as the premier 
collegiate women and men’s throwing coach in 
the Nation and is world-renowned for his 
coaching expertise with elite world champion 
athletes. 

Born in Tepic, Mexico, Venegas moved to 
California when he was age 11. He entered 
the world of track and field while attending St. 
Genevieve High School in Panorama City, 
where he was a shot put and discus per-
former. 

Following his 1970 high school graduation, 
Venegas became a standout at Cal State 
Northridge, where he was a four-year 
letterman in the hammer throw and earned Di-
vision II All-America honors in 1974. 

Prior to his legendary career at UCLA, 
Venegas coached at Long Beach State (1980 
to 81) and at his alma mater, Cal State 
Northridge (1976 to 79). At Long Beach State, 
Venegas coached Bill Green, hammer thrower 
and former U.S. record-holder (255–0 ), who 
placed fifth at the 1984 Olympics. He also 
coached 1984 Olympic Trials shot put finalist 
Mike Smith (64–10). 

As an assistant, and later, as head coach at 
UCLA, his efforts contributed to 21 consecu-
tive wins against the University of Southern 
California. He also led the UCLA Women’s In-
door Track and Field team to its first National 
Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) title in 
2000, and to a consecutive NCAA title in 
2001. 

After 31 years of coaching at UCLA, 
Venegas contributed his time and talents to 
training the nation’s top throwers at the Olym-
pic Training Center in Chula Vista, California. 

Additionally, because of his expertise on 
throwing, he is a sought-after speaker and has 
delivered remarks to the 11th World Congress 
of the International Track and Field Coaches 
Association in Barcelona, Spain. In 1987, he 

was the featured speaker at the International 
Amateur Athletic Federation European Coach-
ing Congress. He has also worked with the 
British and Spanish national teams. 

In recognition of his extraordinary career, 
Coach Venegas was inducted into the United 
States Track and Field Cross Country Coach-
es Association Hall of Fame in 2022. 

Outside of work, Art Venegas is an honor-
able man who takes great pride in Hispanic 
Heritage. He is always willing to help younger 
coaches new to the game and especially see 
other minorities through the coaching ranks. 

He is devoted to his wife, the former Mar-
lene Estrada, and their two children, Jessica 
and Yvette. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in acknowledging the long career and ac-
complishments of Hall of Fame Coach Art 
Venegas. 

f 

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 
agreed to by the Senate of February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Thursday, De-
cember 15, 2022 may be found in the 
Daily Digest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 

DECEMBER 19 

3:30 p.m. 
Committee on Rules and Administration 

To hold an oversight hearing to examine 
the U.S. Capitol Police. 

SR–301 
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Wednesday, December 14, 2022 

Daily Digest 
Senate 

Chamber Action 
Routine Proceedings, pages S7153–S7206 
Measures Introduced: Fifteen bills and three reso-
lutions were introduced, as follows: S. 5249–5263, 
and S. Res. 871–873.                                Pages S7199–S7200 

Measures Reported: 
S. 1143, to prohibit certain individuals from 

downloading or using TikTok on any device issued 
by the United States or a government corporation. 
(S. Rept. No. 117–256) 

S. 1316, to amend the Homeland Security Act of 
2002 to authorize the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity to make a declaration of a significant incident, 
with an amendment in the nature of a substitute. (S. 
Rept. No. 117–257) 

S. 4654, to amend section 324 of the Robert T. 
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance 
Act to incentivize States, Indian Tribes, and Terri-
tories to close disaster recovery projects by author-
izing the use of excess funds for management costs 
for other disaster recovery projects, with an amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute. (S. Rept. No. 
117–258) 

H.R. 7211, to amend the Robert T. Stafford Dis-
aster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act, review a 
final rule of the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency, with amendments. (S. Rept. No. 117–259) 

S. 3278, to protect children and other consumers 
against hazards associated with the accidental inges-
tion of button cell or coin batteries by requiring the 
Consumer Product Safety Commission to promulgate 
a consumer product safety standard to require child- 
resistant closures on consumer products that use such 
batteries, with an amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute. 

S. 3429, to establish an Alaska Salmon Research 
Task Force, with an amendment in the nature of a 
substitute. 

S. 3533, to amend the John D. Dingell, Jr. Con-
servation, Management, and Recreation Act to im-
prove the National Volcano Early Warning and 
Monitoring System, with an amendment. 

S. 4246, to direct the Secretary of Transportation 
to establish a pilot program to provide grants related 

to advance air mobility infrastructure, with amend-
ments. 

S. 4293, to prevent unfair and deceptive acts or 
practices and the dissemination of false information 
related to pharmacy benefit management services for 
prescription drugs, with an amendment in the nature 
of a substitute.                                                     Pages S7198–99 

Measures Passed: 
Lance Corporal Dana Cornell Darnell VA Clin-

ic: Committee on Veterans’ Affairs was discharged 
from further consideration of H.R. 5943, to des-
ignate the outpatient clinic of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs in Greenville, South Carolina, as the 
‘‘Lance Corporal Dana Cornell Darnell VA Clinic’’, 
and the bill was then passed.                               Page S7185 

Interscholastic Athletic Administrators’ Day: 
Senate agreed to S. Res. 872, recognizing Inter-
scholastic Athletic Administrators’ Day on December 
14, 2022.                                                                        Page S7185 

Authorizing the Production of Records: Senate 
agreed to S. Res. 873, to authorize the production 
of records by the Secretary of the Senate and the 
Senate Sergeant at Arms.                                Pages S7185–86 

Alaska Salmon Research Task Force Act: Senate 
passed S. 3429, to establish an Alaska Salmon Re-
search Task Force, after agreeing to the committee 
amendment in the nature of a substitute, and the 
following amendment proposed thereto: 
                                                                                    Pages S7186–87 

Schumer (for Sullivan) Amendment No. 6523, in 
the nature of a substitute.                              Pages S7186–87 

Great Lakes Fish and Wildlife Restoration Re-
authorization Act: Committee on Environment and 
Public Works was discharged from further consider-
ation of H.R. 5973, to reauthorize the Great Lakes 
Fish and Wildlife Restoration Act of 1990, and the 
bill was then passed.                                         Pages S7187–88 

END FENTANYL Act: Senate passed S. 4460, to 
require the Commissioner of U.S. Customs and Bor-
der Protection to regularly review and update poli-
cies and manuals related to inspections at ports of 
entry, after agreeing to the committee amendment in 
the nature of a substitute.                                      Page S7188 
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Lobbying Disclosure Act: Senate passed S. 4893, 
to amend the Lobbying Disclosure Act of 1995 to 
require certain disclosures by registrants regarding 
exemptions under the Foreign Agents Registration 
Act of 1938, as amended.                                      Page S7188 

Federal Emergency Management Agency: Senate 
passed H.R. 5343, to direct the Comptroller General 
of the United States to submit a report to Congress 
on case management personnel turnover of the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency, after agreeing 
to the committee amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute.                                                                              Page S7188 

Wasteful Federal Programs Reduction Author-
ization Act: Senate passed S. 2135, to amend title 
31, United States Code, to require the Chief Oper-
ating Officer of each agency to compile a list of un-
necessary programs, after withdrawing the com-
mittee amendment in the nature of a substitute, and 
agreeing to the following amendment proposed 
thereto:                                                                    Pages S7188–89 

Schumer (for Hassan) Amendment No. 6524, in 
the nature of a substitute.                                      Page S7189 

No TikTok on Government Devices Act: Senate 
passed S. 1143, to prohibit certain individuals from 
downloading or using TikTok on any device issued 
by the United States or a government corporation. 
                                                                                    Pages S7189–90 

Hazard Eligibility and Local Projects Act: Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs was discharged from further consideration of 
H.R. 1917, to modify eligibility requirements for 
certain hazard mitigation assistance programs, and 
the bill was then passed, after agreeing to the fol-
lowing amendment proposed thereto:              Page S7190 

Schumer (for Peters) Amendment No. 6525, in 
the nature of a substitute.                                      Page S7190 

Measures Failed: 
Charter School Resolution: By 49 yeas to 49 nays 

(Vote No. 390), Senate failed passage of S.J. Res. 60, 
providing for congressional disapproval under chap-
ter 8 of title 5, United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by the Department of Education relating to 
‘‘Final Priorities, Requirements, Definitions, and Se-
lection Criteria-Expanding Opportunity Through 
Quality Charter Schools Program (CSP)-Grants to 
State Entities (State Entity Grants); Grants to Char-
ter Management Organizations for the Replication 
and Expansion of High-Quality Charter Schools 
(CMO Grants); and Grants to Charter School Devel-
opers for the Opening of New Charter Schools and 
for the Replication and Expansion of High-Quality 
Charter Schools (Developer Grants)’’. 
                                                                      Pages S7153, S7153–62 

House Messages: 
National Defense Authorization Act—Agree-
ment: Senate continued consideration of the amend-
ment of the House of Representatives to the amend-
ment of the Senate to H.R. 7776, to provide for im-
provements to the rivers and harbors of the United 
States, to provide for the conservation and develop-
ment of water and related resources, taking action on 
the following motions and amendments proposed 
thereto: 

Pending: 
Schumer motion to concur in the amendment of 

the House to the amendment of the Senate to the 
bill.                                                                                    Page S7184 

Schumer motion to concur in the amendment of 
the House to the amendment of the Senate to the 
bill, with Schumer (for Manchin) Amendment No. 
6513 (to the House amendment to the Senate 
amendment), to provide for American energy secu-
rity by improving the permitting process.    Page S7184 

Schumer Amendment No. 6515 (to Amendment No. 
6513), to add an effective date.                                Page S7184 

Schumer motion to refer the bill to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services, with instructions, Schu-
mer Amendment No. 6516, to add an effective date. 
                                                                                            Page S7184 

Schumer Amendment No. 6517 (to (the instruc-
tions) Amendment No. 6516), to modify the effec-
tive date.                                                                         Page S7184 

Schumer Amendment No. 6518 (to Amendment 
No. 6517), to modify the effective date.        Page S7184 

A motion was entered to close further debate on 
Schumer motion to concur in the amendment of the 
House to the amendment of the Senate to the bill, 
with Schumer (for Manchin) Amendment No. 6513 
(to the House amendment to the Senate amendment) 
(listed above), and, in accordance with the provisions 
of Rule XXII of the Standing Rules of the Senate, 
a vote on cloture will occur on Friday, December 16, 
2022.                                                                        Pages S7184–85 

A motion was entered to close further debate on 
Schumer motion to concur in the amendment of the 
House to the amendment of the Senate to the bill, 
and, in accordance with the provisions of Rule XXII 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, a vote on clo-
ture will occur upon disposition of Schumer motion 
to concur in the amendment of the House to the 
amendment of the Senate to the bill, with Schumer 
(for Manchin) Amendment No. 6513 (to the House 
amendment to the Senate amendment).         Page S7185 

Prior to the consideration of this measure, Senate 
took the following action: 

Senate agreed to the motion to proceed to Legisla-
tive Session.                                                                   Page S7184 

Justice and Mental Health Collaboration Reau-
thorization Act: Senate concurred in the amendment 
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of the House to S. 3846, to reauthorize the Justice 
and Mental Health Collaboration Program. 
                                                                                            Page S7185 

Small Business Cyber Training Act: Senate con-
curred in the amendment of the House to S. 1687, 
to amend section 21 of the Small Business Act to 
require cyber certification for small business develop-
ment center counselors.                                           Page S7190 

Johnson Nomination—Agreement: A unanimous- 
consent-time agreement was reached providing that 
at approximately 10 a.m., on Thursday, December 
15, 2022, Senate begin consideration of the nomina-
tion of Musetta Tia Johnson, of Virginia, to be a 
Judge of the United States Court of Appeals for the 
Armed Forces for a term of fifteen years, that there 
be ten minutes of debate in the usual form on the 
nomination; and that at 12 noon, Senate vote on 
confirmation of the nomination, without intervening 
action or debate.                                                         Page S7185 

Nominations Confirmed: Senate confirmed the fol-
lowing nominations: 

By 51 yeas to 45 nays (Vote No. EX. 391), Fran-
cisco O. Mora, of Florida, to be Permanent Rep-
resentative of the United States of America to the 
Organization of American States, with the rank of 
Ambassador.                                                   Pages S7162, S7180 

Elizabeth Frawley Bagley, of Florida, to be Am-
bassador to the Federative Republic of Brazil. 
                                                                                    Pages S7162–80 

Messages from the House:                                 Page S7196 

Measures Placed on the Calendar:               Page S7153 

Executive Communications:                     Pages S7196–98 

Executive Reports of Committees:               Page S7199 

Additional Cosponsors:                               Pages S7200–01 

Statements on Introduced Bills/Resolutions: 
                                                                                    Pages S7201–03 

Additional Statements:                                        Page S7196 

Amendments Submitted:                           Pages S7203–05 

Authorities for Committees to Meet:         Page S7205 

Record Votes: Two record votes were taken today. 
(Total—391)                                                  Pages S7162, S7180 

Adjournment: Senate convened at 10 a.m. and ad-
journed at 7:33 p.m., until 10 a.m. on Thursday, 
December 15, 2022. (For Senate’s program, see the 
remarks of the Majority Leader in today’s Record on 
page S7205.) 

Committee Meetings 
(Committees not listed did not meet) 

BUSINESS MEETING 
Committee on Armed Services: Committee ordered favor-
ably reported 766 military nominations in the Army, 
Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, and Space Force. 

FTX 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs: 
Committee concluded a hearing to examine why the 
FTX bubble burst and the harm to consumers, in-
cluding S. 4857, to amend the Securities Exchange 
Act of 1934 to require companies to file public re-
ports after meeting certain quantitative thresholds, 
after receiving testimony from Hilary J. Allen, 
American University Washington College of Law, 
and Jennifer J. Schulp, Cato Institute Center for 
Monetary and Financial Alternatives, both of Wash-
ington, D.C.; Kevin O’Leary, O’Shares, Toronto, On-
tario; and Ben McKenzie Schenkkan, Los Angeles, 
California. 

BUSINESS MEETING 
Committee on Indian Affairs: Committee ordered favor-
ably reported S. 4439, to take certain Federal land 
located in Siskiyou County, California, and Hum-
boldt County, California, into trust for the benefit of 
the Karuk Tribe. 

ACCESS TO CAPITAL 
Committee on Small Business and Entrepreneurship: Com-
mittee concluded a hearing to examine improving 
access to capital in underserved communities, focus-
ing on the Community Advantage program, 
microloans, and other Small Business Administration 
initiatives, including S. 5102, to authorize the Com-
munity Advantage Loan Program of the Small Busi-
ness Administration, S. 5022, to allow recipients of 
certain loans made or guaranteed by the Small Busi-
ness Administration to use the loan proceeds to pro-
vide childcare services to employees, and S. 1587, to 
allow nonprofit child care providers to participate in 
the loan programs of the Small Business Administra-
tion, after receiving testimony from Jon Gaines, 
Wisconsin Women’s Business Initiative Corporation, 
Milwaukee; Nick Schwellenbach, Project On Gov-
ernment Oversight, Washington, D.C.; Robert 
Villarreal, Momentus Capital and CDC Small Busi-
ness Finance, Chula Vista, California; and Annemarie 
Murphy, First Bank of the Lake, Greenville, South 
Carolina. 
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INTELLIGENCE 
Select Committee on Intelligence: Committee met in 
closed session to receive a briefing on certain intel-

ligence matters from officials of the intelligence 
community. 

h 

House of Representatives 
Chamber Action 
Public Bills and Resolutions Introduced: 43 pub-
lic bills, H.R. 9524–9566; and 5 resolutions, H. 
Res. 1520–1524, were introduced.           Pages H9851–52 

Additional Cosponsors:                               Pages H9854–55 

Reports Filed: Reports were filed today as follows: 
H.R. 6611, to authorize the Embassy of France in 

Washington, DC, to establish a commemorative 
work in the District of Columbia and its environs to 
honor the extraordinary contributions of Jean 
Monnet to restoring peace between European nations 
and establishing the European Union, and for other 
purposes (H. Rept. 117–625, Part 1); 

H.R. 160, to reauthorize the Coral Reef Conserva-
tion Act of 2000 and to establish the United States 
Coral Reef Task Force, and for other purposes, with 
an amendment (H. Rept. 117–626); 

H.R. 920, to amend the Act entitled ‘‘Act to pro-
vide for the establishment of the Brown v. Board of 
Education National Historic Site in the State of 
Kansas, and for other purposes’’ to provide for inclu-
sion of additional related sites in the National Park 
System, and for other purposes, with amendments 
(H. Rept. 117–627); 

H.R. 1503, to amend the Mineral Leasing Act to 
make certain adjustments in leasing on Federal lands 
for oil and gas drilling, and for other purposes, with 
an amendment (H. Rept. 117–628, Part 1); 

H.R. 1505, to amend the Mineral Leasing Act to 
make certain adjustments to the regulation of sur-
face-disturbing activities and to protect taxpayers 
from unduly bearing the reclamation costs of oil and 
gas development, and for other purposes, with an 
amendment (H. Rept. 117–629); 

H. Res. 1518, providing for consideration of the 
bill (H.R. 1948) to amend title 38, United States 
Code, to modify authorities relating to the collective 
bargaining of employees in the Veterans Health Ad-
ministration; providing for consideration of the bill 
(S. 3905) to prevent organizational conflicts of inter-
est in Federal acquisition, and for other purposes; 
providing for consideration of the bill (S. 4003) to 
amend the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets 
Act of 1968 to provide for training on alternatives 

to use of force de-escalation, and mental and behav-
ioral health and suicidal crises; providing for the 
consideration of the Senate amendment to the bill 
(H.R. 1437) to amend the Weather Research and 
Forecasting Innovation Act of 2017 to direct the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
to provide comprehensive and regularly updated Fed-
eral precipitation information, and for other pur-
poses; relating to consideration of the Senate amend-
ments to the bill (H.R 2617) to amend section 1115 
of (H. Rept. 117–630); 

H.R. 1506, to provide for the accurate reporting 
of fossil fuel extraction and emissions by entities 
with leases on public land, and for other purposes, 
with an amendment (H. Rept. 117–631, Part 1); 

H.R. 1517, to amend the Mineral Leasing Act to 
make certain adjustments to the fiscal terms for fos-
sil fuel development and to make other reforms to 
improve returns to taxpayers for the development of 
Federal energy resources, and for other purposes, 
with an amendment (H. Rept. 117–632); 

H.R. 2643, to require the Bureau of Safety and 
Environmental Enforcement to further develop, final-
ize, and implement updated regulations for offshore 
oil and gas pipelines to address long-standing limita-
tions regarding its ability to ensure active pipeline 
integrity and address safety and environmental risks 
associated with decommissioning, and for other pur-
poses, with an amendment (H. Rept. 117–633); 

H.R. 2794, to provide for the protection of the 
Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness and inter-
connected Federal lands and waters, including Voya-
geurs National Park, within the Rainy River Water-
shed in the State of Minnesota, and for other pur-
poses, with an amendment (H. Rept. 117–634); 

H.R. 3128, to establish the American Fisheries 
Advisory Committee to assist in the awarding of 
fisheries research and development grants, and for 
other purposes (H. Rept. 117–635); 

H.R. 3326, to promote the development of renew-
able energy on public lands, and for other purposes 
(H. Rept. 117–636, Part 1); 

H.R. 3670, to improve access for outdoor recre-
ation through the use of special recreation permits 
on Federal recreational lands and waters, and for 
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other purposes, with an amendment (H. Rept. 
117–637, Part 1); 

H.R. 3686, to amend the Omnibus Parks and 
Public Lands Management Act of 1996 to provide 
for the establishment of a Ski Area Fee Retention 
Account, and for other purposes, with an amend-
ment (H. Rept. 117–638, Part 1); 

H.R. 6435, to provide for the application of cer-
tain provisions of the Secure Rural Schools and Com-
munity Self-Determination Act of 2000 for fiscal 
year 2021 (H. Rept. 111–639, Part 1); 

H.R. 6936, to provide for the issuance of a 
semipostal to benefit programs that combat invasive 
species (H. Rept. 117–640, Part 1); 

H.R. 6856, to reduce the number of firearms at 
Transportation Security Administration passenger 
screening checkpoints by directing the Administrator 
to carry out a range of activities to inform the public 
about restrictions regarding the carrying of firearms 
in sterile areas of airports and to strengthen enforce-
ment of such restrictions and for other purposes, 
with an amendment (H. Rept. 117–641); 

H.R. 8393, to enable the people of Puerto Rico 
to choose a permanent, nonterritorial, fully self-gov-
erning political status for Puerto Rico and to provide 
for a transition to and the implementation of that 
permanent, nonterritorial, fully self-governing polit-
ical status, and for other purposes, with an amend-
ment (H. Rept. 117–642); and 

H. Res. 1519, providing for consideration of the 
bill (H.R. 8393) to enable the people of Puerto Rico 
to choose a permanent, nonterritorial, fully self-gov-
erning political status for Puerto Rico and to provide 
for a transition to and the implementation of that 
permanent, nonterritorial, fully self-governing polit-
ical status, and for other purposes (H. Rept. 
117–643).                                                               Pages H9850–51 

Speaker: Read a letter from the Speaker wherein she 
appointed Representative Cooper to act as Speaker 
pro tempore for today.                                             Page H9731 

Recess: The House recessed at 11:48 a.m. and re-
convened at 12 noon.                                               Page H9743 

Suspending the Rules and passing bills en bloc: 
Pursuant to section 5 of H. Res. 1518, Representa-
tive Hoyer made a motion to suspend the rules and 
pass the following bills en bloc, and therefore the or-
dering of the yeas and nays on postponed motions 
would be vacated to the end that all such motions 
would be considered as withdrawn: H.R. 1082, as 
amended; H.R. 5349; H.R. 6218; H.R. 6220; H.R. 
6221; H.R. 6611, as amended; H.R. 6630; H.R. 
6725; H.R. 7832; H.R. 8665; S. 558; S. 589 and 
agree to the Senate amendment to H.R. 7077, by a 
yea-and-nay vote of 349 yeas to 80 nays, Roll No. 
522.                                                                           Pages H9803–10 

Agreed to amend the title of H.R. 1082 as fol-
lows: ‘‘To prohibit the unauthorized sale of ride- 
hailing signage and study the incidence of fatal and 
non-fatal assaults in TNC and for-hire vehicles in 
order to enhance safety and save lives’’.          Page H9810 

Agreed to amend the title of H.R. 6611 as fol-
lows: ‘‘To authorize the Government of France to es-
tablish a commemorative work in the District of Co-
lumbia and its environs to honor the extraordinary 
contributions of Jean Monnet to restoring peace be-
tween European nations and establishing the Euro-
pean Union, and for other purposes.’’.            Page H9810 

Moment of Silence: The House observed a moment 
of silence in continuing remembrance of the victims 
of the shooting at Sandy Hook Elementary School on 
December 14, 2012.                                                 Page H9810 

Recess: The House recessed at 2:33 p.m. and recon-
vened at 2:42 p.m.                                                    Page H9810 

Providing Research and Estimates of Changes 
In Precipitation Act: The House agreed to concur 
in the Senate amendment to H.R. 1437, to amend 
the Weather Research and Forecasting Innovation 
Act of 2017 to direct the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration to provide comprehensive 
and regularly updated Federal precipitation informa-
tion, with an amendment, by a yea-and-nay vote of 
224 yeas to 201 nays, Roll No. 523.      Pages H9839–40 

H. Res. 1518, the rule providing for consideration 
of the bills (H.R. 1948), (S. 3905), (S. 4003), the 
Senate amendment to the bill (H.R. 1437), and the 
Senate amendments to the bill (H.R. 2617) was 
agreed to by a yea-and-nay vote of 216 yeas to 206 
nays, Roll No. 521, after the previous question was 
ordered by a yea-and-nay vote of 212 yeas to 210 
nays, Roll No. 520. Pursuant to the provisions of H. 
Res. 1518, H. Con. Res. 124 is considered passed 
House. 

Pursuant to the provisions of H. Res. 1518, H. 
Res. 1516 is considered passed House. 
                                                                                    Pages H9745–52 

Providing for a correction in the enrollment of 
H.R. 1437: The House agreed to take from the 
Speaker’s table and agree to H. Con. Res. 123, pro-
viding for a correction in the enrollment of H.R. 
1437.                                                                                Page H9815 

Suspensions: The House agreed to suspend the rules 
and pass the following measures: Iran Hostages Con-
gressional Gold Medal Act: S. 2607, to award a Con-
gressional Gold Medal to the former hostages of the 
Iran Hostage Crisis of 1979–1981, highlighting 
their resilience throughout the unprecedented ordeal 
that they lived through and the national unity it 
produced, marking 4 decades since their 444 days in 
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captivity, and recognizing their sacrifice to the 
United States;                                                       Pages H9815–17 

Directing the Joint Committee of Congress on 
the Library to remove the bust of Roger Brooke 
Taney in the Old Supreme Court Chamber of 
the Capitol and to obtain a bust of Thurgood 
Marshall for installation in the Capitol or on the 
Capitol Grounds: S. 5229, to direct the Joint Com-
mittee of Congress on the Library to remove the 
bust of Roger Brooke Taney in the Old Supreme 
Court Chamber of the Capitol and to obtain a bust 
of Thurgood Marshall for installation in the Capitol 
or on the Capitol Grounds;                           Pages H9817–21 

VAWA Technical Amendment Act of 2022: S. 7, 
to make a technical amendment to the Violence 
Against Women Act of 1994;                     Pages H9821–23 

Countering Human Trafficking Act: S. 2991, to 
establish a Department of Homeland Security Center 
for Countering Human Trafficking;         Pages H9823–26 

Prison Camera Reform Act: S. 2899, to require 
the Director of the Bureau of Prisons to address defi-
ciencies and make necessary upgrades to the security 
camera and radio systems of the Bureau of Prisons 
to ensure the health and safety of employees and in-
mates; and                                                              Pages H9826–28 

Billy’s Law: S. 5230, to increase accessibility to 
the National Missing and Unidentified Persons Sys-
tem, to facilitate data sharing between such system 
and the National Crime Information Center database 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, by a 2⁄3 yea- 
and-nay vote of 422 yeas to 4 nays, Roll No. 526. 
                                                                                            Page H9842 

Recess: The House recessed at 3:46 p.m. and recon-
vened at 6:03 p.m.                                                    Page H9821 

Equal Access to Green cards for Legal Employ-
ment Act: The House considered H.R. 3648, to 
amend the Immigration and Nationality Act to 
eliminate the per-country numerical limitation for 
employment-based immigrants, to increase the per- 
country numerical limitation for family-sponsored 
immigrants. Further consideration was postponed. 
                                                                                            Page H9821 

H. Res. 1508, the rule providing for consideration 
of the bills (H.R. 3648) and (H.R. 7946) was agreed 
to Tuesday, December 6th. 

Law Enforcement De-Escalation Training Act of 
2022: The House passed S. 4003, to amend the Om-
nibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to 
provide for training on alternatives to use of force, 
de-escalation, and mental and behavioral health and 
suicidal crises, by a yea-and-nay vote of 264 yeas to 
162 nays, Roll No. 525.                                        Page H9841 

H. Res. 1518, the rule providing for consideration 
of the bills (H.R. 1948), (S. 3905), (S. 4003), the 
Senate amendments to the bill (H.R. 1437), and the 
Senate amendments to the bill (H.R. 2617) was 
agreed to by a yea-and-nay vote of 216 yeas to 206 
nays, Roll No. 521, after the previous question was 
ordered by a yea-and-nay vote of 212 yeas to 210 
nays, Roll No. 520. Pursuant to the provisions of H. 
Res. 1518, H. Con. Res. 124 is considered passed 
House. 

Pursuant to the provisions of H. Res. 1518, H. 
Res. 1516 is considered passed House. 
                                                                                    Pages H9745–52 

Preventing Organizational Conflicts of Interest 
in Federal Acquisition Act: The House passed S. 
3905, to prevent organizational conflicts of interest 
in Federal acquisition, by a yea-and-nay vote of 219 
yeas to 205 nays, Roll No. 524.                Pages H9840–41 

H. Res. 1518, the rule providing for consideration 
of the bills (H.R. 1948), (S. 3905), (S. 4003), the 
Senate amendments to the bill (H.R. 1437), and the 
Senate amendments to the bill (H.R. 2617) was 
agreed to by a yea-and-nay vote of 216 yeas to 206 
nays, Roll No. 521, after the previous question was 
ordered by a yea-and-nay vote of 212 yeas to 210 
nays, Roll No. 520.                                          Pages H9745–52 

Senate Referrals: S. 4926 was held at the desk. S. 
5006 was held at the desk. S. 5066 was held at the 
desk.                                                                                  Page H9817 

Senate Message: Message received from the Senate 
today appears on page H9817. 
Quorum Calls—Votes: Seven yea-and-nay votes de-
veloped during the proceedings of today and appear 
on pages H9751–52, H9752, H9809–10, 
H9839–40, H9840–41, H9841, and H9842. 
Adjournment: The House met at 10 a.m. and ad-
journed at 9:57 p.m. 

Committee Meetings 
EXAMINING THE POLICIES AND 
PRIORITIES OF THE CORPORATION FOR 
NATIONAL AND COMMUNITY SERVICE 
Committee on Education and Labor: Subcommittee on 
Higher Education and Workforce Investment held a 
hearing entitled ‘‘Examining the Policies and Prior-
ities of the Corporation for National and Community 
Service’’. Testimony was heard from Deborah Jeffrey, 
Inspector General, Corporation for National and 
Community Service; and Michael Smith, Chief Exec-
utive Officer, Corporation for National and Commu-
nity Service. 
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MISCELLANEOUS MEASURE 
Committee on Energy and Commerce: Full Committee 
held a markup on H. Res. 1476, of inquiry request-
ing the President to provide to the House of Rep-
resentatives certain documents or records relating to 
coordination between social media companies and 
the Biden administration on information, censorship, 
and censorship meetings in order to suppress or 
deplatform persons or information the administration 
views as misinformation, disinformation, and 
malinformation on COVID–19, Hunter Biden, and 
elections, and certain documents or records relating 
to plans to provide grant funding to consortiums, in-
cluding the Democratic National Committee, in the 
United States. H. Res. 1476 was ordered reported, 
without amendment. 

CONSUMERS FIRST: SEMI-ANNUAL REPORT 
OF THE CONSUMER FINANCIAL 
PROTECTION BUREAU 
Committee on Financial Services: Full Committee held 
a hearing entitled ‘‘Consumers First: Semi-Annual 
Report of the Consumer Financial Protection Bu-
reau’’. Testimony was heard from Rohit Chopra, Di-
rector, Consumer Financial Protection Bureau. 

U.S. POLICY TOWARDS THE CAUCASUS 
Committee on Foreign Affairs: Subcommittee on Eu-
rope, Energy, the Environment, and Cyber held a 
hearing entitled ‘‘U.S. Policy Towards the 
Caucasus’’. Testimony was heard from Karen 
Donfried, Assistant Secretary of State for European 
and Eurasian Affairs, Department of State. 

THE RISE OF ANTI-LGBTQI+ EXTREMISM 
AND VIOLENCE IN THE UNITED STATES 
Committee on Oversight and Reform: Full Committee 
held a hearing entitled ‘‘The Rise of Anti-LGBTQI+ 
Extremism and Violence in the United States’’. Tes-
timony was heard from public witnesses. 

PREPARING FOR AND PREVENTING THE 
NEXT PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY: 
LESSONS LEARNED FROM THE 
CORONAVIRUS CRISIS 
Committee on Oversight and Reform: Select Sub-
committee on the Coronavirus Crisis held a hearing 
entitled ‘‘Preparing for and Preventing the Next 
Public Health Emergency: Lessons Learned from the 
Coronavirus Crisis’’. Testimony was heard from pub-
lic witnesses. 

BUSINESS MEETING 
Committee on Oversight and Reform: Select Sub-
committee on the Coronavirus held a business meet-
ing on the Report on ‘‘Preparing for and Preventing 
the Next Public Health Emergency: Lessons Learned 

from the Coronavirus Crisis’’. The Report was agreed 
to, as amended. 

PUERTO RICO STATUS ACT 
Committee on Rules: Full Committee held a hearing on 
H.R. 8393, the ‘‘Puerto Rico Status Act’’. The Com-
mittee granted, by record vote of 8–3, a closed rule 
providing for consideration of H.R. 8393, the ‘‘Puer-
to Rico Status Act’’. The rule provides one hour of 
debate equally divided and controlled by the chair 
and ranking minority member of the Committee on 
Natural Resources or their designees. The rule 
waives all points of order against consideration of the 
bill. The rule provides that an amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute consisting of the text of Rules 
Committee Print 117–74 shall be considered as 
adopted and the bill, as amended, shall be consid-
ered as read. The rule waives all points of order 
against provisions in the bill, as amended. The rule 
provides one motion to recommit. Testimony was 
heard from Chairman Grijalva, and Representatives 
Westerman, Hice, and González-Colón. 

BUILDING REGIONAL INNOVATION 
ECONOMIES PART II 
Committee on Science, Space, and Technology: Sub-
committee on Research and Technology held a hear-
ing entitled ‘‘Building Regional Innovation Econo-
mies Part II’’. Testimony was heard from Alejandra 
Castillo, Assistant Secretary of Commerce for Eco-
nomic Development, Economic Development Ad-
ministration, Department of Commerce; and public 
witnesses. 

LEGISLATIVE MEASURE 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs: Full Committee held a 
hearing on legislation on the VA Housing Loan For-
ever Act of 2022. Testimony was heard from Chair-
man Clyburn; John Bell III, Executive Director, VA 
Home Loan Guaranty Service, Veterans Benefits Ad-
ministration, Department of Veterans Affairs; and 
public witnesses. 

PROMOTING SUSTAINABLE 
ENVIRONMENTAL PRACTICES THROUGH 
TRADE POLICY 
Committee on Ways and Means: Subcommittee on 
Trade held a hearing entitled ‘‘Promoting Sustain-
able Environmental Practices Through Trade Pol-
icy’’. Testimony was heard from public witnesses. 

Joint Meetings 
SAVING UKRAINE’S CHILDREN 
Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe: Com-
mission received a briefing on saving Ukraine’s chil-
dren from Mykola Kuleba, and Dmytro Filipenko, 
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both of Save Ukraine; and James S. Gordon, The 
Center for Mind-Body Medicine. 

f 

NEW PUBLIC LAWS 
(For last listing of Public Laws, see DAILY DIGEST, p. D1210) 

H.R. 8404, to repeal the Defense of Marriage Act 
and ensure respect for State regulation of marriage. 
Signed on December 13, 2022. (Public Law 
117–228) 

f 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS FOR THURSDAY, 
DECEMBER 15, 2022 

(Committee meetings are open unless otherwise indicated) 

Senate 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs: to 

hold hearings to examine the Consumer Financial Protec-
tion Bureau’s Semi-Annual Report to Congress, 10 a.m., 
SD–538. 

Committee on Environment and Public Works: Sub-
committee on Chemical Safety, Waste Management, En-
vironmental Justice, and Regulatory Oversight, to hold 

hearings to examine the impact of plastic use and identi-
fying solutions for reducing plastic waste, 10 a.m., 
SD–406. 

Committee on Foreign Relations: Subcommittee on Africa 
and Global Health Policy, to receive a closed briefing on 
Russian activity across Africa, 10 a.m., SVC–217. 

Committee on the Judiciary: business meeting to consider 
S. 2774, to amend title 35, United States Code, to ad-
dress patent ownership, and the nominations of Todd E. 
Edelman, to be United States District Judge for the Dis-
trict of Columbia, and Jill E. Steinberg, to be United 
States Attorney for the Southern District of Georgia, De-
partment of Justice, 9 a.m., SH–216. 

Special Committee on Aging: to hold hearings to examine 
promoting healthy and affordable food for older Ameri-
cans, 10 a.m., SD–562. 

House 
Committee on the Judiciary, Subcommittee on Crime, 

Terrorism, and Homeland Security, hearing entitled ‘‘Ex-
amining Uvdale: The Search for Bipartisan Solutions to 
Gun Violence’’, 10 a.m., 2141 Rayburn and Zoom. 

Committee on Oversight and Reform, Subcommittee on 
Government Operations, hearing entitled ‘‘FITARA 
15.0’’, 9 a.m., 2154 Rayburn and Zoom. 
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Next Meeting of the SENATE 

10 a.m., Thursday, December 15 

Senate Chamber 

Program for Thursday: Senate will begin consideration 
of the nomination of Musetta Tia Johnson, of Virginia, 
to be a Judge of the United States Court of Appeals for 
the Armed Forces, and vote on confirmation thereon at 
12 noon. 

Senators should expect additional roll call votes. 
The filing deadline for first-degree amendments to the 

House Message to accompany H.R. 7776, National De-
fense Authorization Act, is at 1 p.m. 

Next Meeting of the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

9 a.m., Thursday, December 15 

House Chamber 

Program for Thursday: Consideration of H.R. 1948— 
VA Employee Fairness Act. Consideration of H.R. 
8393—Puerto Rico Status Act (Subject to a Rule). 
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